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CONFEDERATE  COMMISSIONERS  AND  AGENTS  TO  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 


England  :  William  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Host,  A.  Dudley  Mann Mar.  16, 1861. 

Mexico:  John  T.  Pickett May  IT,  1861. 

Mexico  (New  Leon):  J.  A.  Quintero May  22, 1861. 

Spanish,  British,  Danish,  West  Indies:  Charles  J.  Helm July  22, 1861 . 

United  States  of  Mexico  (Monterey)  :  J.  A.  Quintero Sept.  3. 1861. 

England:  James  M.  Mason;  James  E.  Macfarland,  secretary Aug.  24, 1861. 

France:  John  Slidell ;  George  Eustis,  secretary Aug.  24, 1861. 

Spain:  Pierre  A.  Host.  William  L.  Yaiiwy,  A.  Dudley  Mann Aug.  24, 1861. 

England:  Henry  Hotze.  commercial  agent Nov.  14, 1861. 

Mexico  (State  of  Tamaulipas)  :  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  commercial 

agent Nov.  15, 1862. 

Russia  :  Colonel  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar ;  Walker  Feafn,  secretary Nov.  19, 1862. 

Mexico  (YeraCruz)  :  Bernard  Avegno,  commercial  agent Dec.  18, 1862. 

England  (Cork,  Ireland)  :  Robert  Dowling,  commercial  agent Mar.  7, 1863. 

The  Pope  (Rome)  :  A.  Dudley  Mjwfi Sept.  24, 1863. 

Mexico:  William  Preston;  Walker  Fearn,  secretary Jan.  7, 1864. 

Spain  :  John  Slid<ilU Mar.  26, 1863. 

All  Countries:  James  M.  Mason;  James  E.  Macfarland,  secre- 
tary  Jan.  18. 1864. 

States  of  the  Church:  P.  N.  Lynch Apr.  4, 1864. 

Canada  :  Jacob  Thompson Apr.  27, 1864. 

Canada  :  C.  C.  Clay Apr.  27, 1864. 

Mexico  (Vera  Cruz)  :  Emile  La  Sere May  30, 1864. 

Bermuda:  Norman  S.  Walker,  commercial  agent July  7, 1864. 
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CONSULS  AID  AGENTS  FROM  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES  TO  THE  CONFED- 
ERATE STATES,  1861-1865. 


Great  Britain : 

George  Moore,  consul,  Richmond,  Va.,  1861-1864. 
Robert  Bunch,  consul,  Charleston,  S.  C,  1861-1864. 
Arthur  Lynn,  consul,  Galveston,  Tex.,  1861-1864,  1865. 
Charles  Tulin,  consul,  Mobile,  Ala.,  1861-62. 
James  Magee,  consul,  Mobile,  Ala.,  1863-64. 
Frederick  Cridland,  acting  consul,  Mobile,  Ala. 
Monsieur  Portz,  acting  consul.  Mobile,  Ala. 
William  Mure,  consul,  New  Orleans,  La.,  1861-1864. 
Denis  Donohue,  consul,  New  Orleans,  La.,  1865. 
George  Coppell,  acting  consul,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Henry  W.  Ovenden,  consul,  Baltimore,  Md.,  1861. 
Frederick  Bonsai,  consul,  Baltimore,  Md.,  1862-1864,  1S65. 
Edm.  Molyneaux,  consul,  Savannah,  Ga.,  1S61-1864,  1865. 

A.  G.  Butterfield,  vice-consul,  Key  West,  F!a.,  1S64-65. 
France : 

B.  Theron,  agent  and  consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Baron  de  St.  Andre,  consul,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Monsieur  Fauconnet,  jr.,  consul,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Monsieur  Portz,  vice  consul,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Spain : 

Don  Juan  Callejon,  consul,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Nunez  de  Moncada,  consul,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

B.  Theron,  vice  consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Mexico : 

F.  Gonzales,  consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Switzerland : 

A.  Piaget,  consul,  New  Orleans,  La. 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Nassau,  New  Providence : 

F.  W.  Steil,  consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Hanover  and  Oldenburg : 

Jules  Frederich,  consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Prussia  and  Hamburg : 

Jules  Frederich   (in  the  absence  of  J.  W.  Jockusch),  acting  consul,  Gal- 
veston, Tex. 
Russia  : 

J.  Kauffmann,  vice-consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Austria : 

J.  Kauffmann,  vice-consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Bremen,  Saxony,  Belgium,  Holland  : 

J.  Kauffmann,  deputy  consul,  Galveston,  Tex, 
Electoral  Hesse: 

Theod.  Wagner,  consul,  Galveston,  Tex. 
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PREFACE. 

Volume  2,  Series  II,  is  to  present  the  unsuccessful  diplomatic 
efforts  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  to  secure  admission  as  an  inde- 
pendent member  in  the  family  of  nations,  to  obtain  the  means  neces- 
sary to  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  and  the  maintenace  of  an  Army, 
and  to  bring  about  foreign  mediation  or  intervention. 

As  this  volume  will  probably  be  the  last  of  the  "  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  Navies  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,"  except 
the  general  index,  which  will  follow,  it  seems  advisable  to  set  forth 
as  clearly  as  possible  the  sources  from  which  the  material  published 
i»  this  volume  has  been  obtained. 

The  best  authoritative  records  show  that  when  the  Union  Army 
entered  Richmond  practically  all  of  the  records  of  the  War,  Treas- 
ury, and  Post  Office  Departments  fell  into  its  hands.  Of  the  records 
of  the  Navj'  Department  practically  none  was  captured  except  re- 
ports of  investigations  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Since  very  little  of  the  files  of  the  Confederate  Navy  Department 
was  actually  captured,  recourse  was  had  to  other  sources  for  the 
data  necessary  for  the  publication  of  the  record  of  the  Confederate 
Navy. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  appended  list  (marked  "A")  that  the 
sources  of  information  actually  relied  upon  were  records  and  papers 
in  the  hands  of  private  individuals  of  the  South.  This  list  shows  the 
individuals  who,  through  their  generosity,  furnished  this  material, 
the  number  of  documents  lent,  and  the  final  disposition  of  these 
papers.  There  were  2,232  different  documents,  of  which  1,771  were 
returned  to  the  owners. 

This  volume  deals  in  large  part  with  the  records  of  the  State  De- 
partment. During  the  war  many  valuable  dispatches  were  captured 
while  being  carried  through  the  blockade,  and  were  afterwards  pub- 
lished by  the  United  States  authorities;  but  the  greater  part  of  the 
Confederate  correspondence  was  safely  kept  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  the  Confederate  Government  exercised  great  vigilance  to 
prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Federal  authorities. 
There  were  preparations  for  flight  from  Richmond  for  several  weeks 
before  the  evacuation  in  1865.  Papers  of  the  Government  were  re- 
vised and  marked  for  destruction,  abandonment,  or  preservation.  A 
month  before  the  evacuation  some  of  the  archives  were  sent  to  Lynch- 
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burg  and  others  were  packed  in  boxes  to  send  away  later.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Benjamin  destroyed  the  secret  service  papers  on  April  2,  the  day 
the  Confederates  set  fire  to  Richmond.  In  the  evening  of  that  day 
trains  steamed  from  the  city  with  a  part  of  the  Confederate  treasure 
and  archives. 

The  Pickett  Payers. — While  the  important  Confederate  archives 
above  mentioned  were  being  removed  from  Richmond,  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence,  consisting  of  the  State  Department  archives, 
except  the  secret  service  vouchers,  were  taken  by  a  Southern  man* 
and  hidden  in  a  barn  in  Virginia.  After  the  excitement  had  some- 
what subsided  the  papers  were  removed  to  Washington  in  five  trunks, 
and,  in  order  to  guard  against  seizure  by  the  Government,  were  de- 
posited in  several  places  for  safe-keeping.  The  custodian  of  these 
trunks  with  their  valuable  records  having  a  keen  appreciation  of 
their  value,  entered  into  negotiations  with  Colonel  John  T.  Pickett  f 
with  the  view  to  ultimately  disposing  of  these  documents  to  the 
United  States  Government. 

There  is  considerable  discussion  as  to  when  and  how  these  trunks 
were  transferred  from  Washington  to  Canada.  This,  however,  is 
unimportant.  The  fact  is  that  Lieutenant-Commander  (now  Rear 
Admiral)  Thomas  O.  Self  ridge  was  detailed  to  proceed  to  Canada 
on  this  duty.  There  are  no  written  instructions  in  existence  dealing 
with  this  subject,  as  they  were  practically  all  verbal.  Some  three 
weeks  were  spent  in  examining  the  documents  contained  in  these 
chests,  and  they  were  then  all  brought  down  to  Washington  and  were 
eventually  purchased  by  the  United  States  Government.  The  docu- 
ments included  in  these  Pickett  Papers  are  given  in  the  appended 
list  marked  "  B." 

From  the  many  documents  lent  by  private  individuals,  and  from 
the  Pickett  Papers,  the  history  of  these  departments  during  that 
period  is  astonishingly  complete. 

There  will  be  found  appended,  marked  "  C,"  "  D,"  "  E,"  "  F,"  "  G," 
"  H,"  lists  of  the  correspondence  of  Messrs.  James  M.  Mason ;  John 
Slidell;  Henry  Hotze;  William  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  and  A. 

*  William  J.  Broimvell,  chief  clerk  of  the  Confederate  State  Department 
archives. 

t "  Colonel  John  T.  Pickett  was  a  well-known  Southern  man,  having  been 
United  States  consul  at  Turks  Island,  and  also  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  had  also  been  commissioned  by  Louis  Kossuth  as  a  gen- 
eral in  the  Hungarian  service.  Later  he  had  joined  the  Lopez  expedition  to 
Cuba,  and  was  in  command  against  the  Spanish  regulars  at  the  Battle  of  Car- 
denas. He  was  secretary  of  the  Confederate  Peace  Commission  to  Washington 
in  1861,  after  which  he  was  sent  as  a  commissioner  to  Mexico,  and  later  he 
served  in  the  Confederate  Army  as  chief  of  staff  to  General  John  C.  Breckin- 
ridge." 
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Dudley  Mann,  acting  as  one  commission;  C.  J.  Helm;  and  A.  Dudley 
Mann. 

The  last  of  the  diplomatic  agents,  Duncan  F.  Kenner,*  acted  under 
verbal  instructions,  but  the  fall  of  the  Confederacy  occurred  before 
he  was  able  to  accomplish  the  mission  on  which  he  was  sent.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  correspondence  extant. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  invite  attention  to  and  exami- 
nation of  these  lists  of  correspondence,  from  which  will  be  seen  that 
only  the  following  numbers  are  missing : 

From  James  M.  Mason:  No.  7. 

To  James  M.  Mason:  Nos.  1  and  29. 

From  John  Slidell:  Nos.  77,  78,  80. 

From  Henry  Uotzc:  Nos.  10,  12,  46. 

To  Henry  Hotze:  Nos.  1,  2,  6,  7,  8,  10,  11,  12,  15,  16,  17,  20,  21,  22. 

From  C.  J.  Helm:  No.  11. 

From  Messrs.  Yancey,  Rost,  and  Mann:  No.  7. 

From  A.  Dudley  Mann:  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  105,  106,  107,  108,  117. 

To  A.  Dudley  Mann:  Nos.  1  and  2. 

In  the  case  of  the  correspondence  of  A.  Dudley  Mann,  his  letters, 
except  those  missing,  have  all  been  examined,  but  many  have  not 
been  considered  sufficiently  valuable  to  merit  publication  in  this 
volume.  They  are,  however,  among  the  Pickett  Papers  in  the  Con- 
gressional Library  and  can  be  consulted  by  anyone  who  so  desires. 

C.  C.  Marsh, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy  (Ret.), 
Officer  in  Cliarge,  Naval  Records  and  Library,  Navy  Department. 

*  Duncan  F.  Kenner,  who  was  selected  for  this  important  work,  was  a  citi- 
zen of  Louisiana,  and  a  man  of  great  wealth  and  conservative  views.  He  had 
been  educated  in  England  and  spoke  French.  He  was  a  close  personal  friend 
of  Mr.  Benjamin,  by  whom  he  was  selected  for  this  mission. 

About  January  12,  1865,  Mr.  Kenner  went  to  Wilmington.  On  account,  how- 
ever, of  the  effective  blockade,  he  decided  he  could  better  reach  Europe  by 
way  of  New  York,  which  port  he  successfully  reached,  and  from  which  he  sailed 
about  January  23,  1865. 
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LIST  OF   PAPERS. 


A. 

list  of  Confederate  Documents,  Papers,  and  Logs  Lent  to  the  Office  of  HaTal 
Records  and  Library  by  Individuals. 

(These  documents  have  been  copied  and  cither  returned  to  the  lenders,  or  placed  on  file  in  this  office.) 


Lenders. 


Anderson.  R.  H.,  Colonel 

Arm  v  War  Records 

Averett.S.  W '.'...'.".'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Baker,  J.  McC,  Lieutenant 

Baker,  T.  Harrison 

Barney,  J.  N.,  Captain 

Barron ,  Sam ,  Flag-Officer "!""*" 

Barron ,  Sam 

Do '.'.'..'.'.'.'..'.'.'.'. 

Benjamin,  J.  P.,  Secretary  of  War 

Blackraar,  jr.,  A.  O 

Board  of  Officers 

Board  of  Officers,  second  report 

Bulloch,  J.I) 

Bowen ,  Mrs.  Virginia ■ 

Braxton ,  Bragg,  General 

Brent.  T.  W.,  Captain 

Brooke,  J.  M 

Buchanan ,  Franklin ,  Admiral 

Carter,  W.  F. ,  Captain 

Cary,  C.,  Midshipman 

Cawson ,  C.  C 

ChaUron,  J.  A 

Confederate  archives w . 

Confederate  Naval  Register „ . 

Cooke,  J.  W.,  Commander 

Confederate  States  Congressional  committee 

Duvall.R.C 

Do 

Edmondson,  R.  B 

Eggleston,E.  T 

Eggleston ,  J .  R 

Farias,  T.  A.,  ColoneL 

Farrand,  E 

Forrest,  F.,  Flag-Officer 

Gait,  F.  L.,  Surgeon 

Gift,  G.W.,  Lieutenant 

Gift,  G.W 

Goodwyn,M.  P.,  Second  Lieutenant 

Gregg ,  Alexander 

Guthrie,  J.  J 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  from  Library  of  Congress 

Henderson,  Alex ". 

Hoge,  F.  L.,  Second  Lieutenant 

Hoge,  F.  L.. 


Hollins,  G.  N-,  Commander. . 
Hunter,  W.  "W.,  Flag-Officer. 
Do. 


Jackson,  T.  A.,  Chief  Engineer. 
Jenkins,  Mrs.  C. 


Johns  Hopkins  University  (Scharf  Collection). 

Jones,  C.  ap  R.,  Commander 

Jones,  C.  Lucian 

Kempor,  Del. ,  Coionel 

Lamb,  W . ,  Colonel 

Littlepage,  II.  B.,  First  Lieutenant 

Log  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida 

Louisiana  Historical  Society 

Lovall.B.  P.,  Commander ! 

Mc'Carrick,J.  W 

Maffitt,  Mrs.  Emma 

Mallory.S.  R 

Mason ,  James,  Commander 

Maxwell,  John,  Captain 

Memorial  Hall,  Richmond,  Va 

Do 

Minor,  R.  D 

Miscellaneous  Confederate  Papers 

Miscellaneous  Confederate  States  Papers 

Mitchell,  J.  IC.,  Commander 

Mitchell,  J.  K.,  Flag-Officer 

Mitchell,  Kirlcwood ■ 

M.  O.  L.  L.  U.  S 

Murdaugh,  A.  C.  (Miss) 
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list  of  Confederate  Documents,  Papers,  and  Logs  Lent  to  the  Office  of  Naval 
Records  and  library  by  Individuals — Continued. 


Lenders. 

Number 
of  docu- 
ments. 

On  file. 

Returned 

to 

Owner. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  file? 

1 
1 
1 
190 
1 

36 

2S 
5 
5 

20 
2 

27 
2 
4 
(') 
4 
2 
3 

43 

21 
1 

112 
4 
1 

40 
C 

On  flic 

...do 
...do 

do.. :.....:.                          : 

Page.  T.  J. ,  Captain 

Do. 

Pensacola  Navv  Yard 

On  file.... 
...do 
...do 

Porter  J.  W.  H 

Do. 

Purcell,  J.  B.,  Colonel  (W.  A.  Webb  Papers)...  .                

Do. 

Do. 

Randolph  V.  M 

On  file... 

...do 

...do 

On  file.... 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  file 

Slidell,  Alfred 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

17 

26 

7 

8 

36 

44 

18 

1 

85 

13 

20 

1 

10 

43 

34 

8 

2 

Do. 

Do. 

Tattnall,  Josiah 

On  tile 

...do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

Tucker,  J.  R,  Flag  Officer 

On  file 

Waddell,  A.  M 

Do. 

Waddell,  J.  I 

Do. 

Do. 

Webb)  W.  A...     .           

On  file 

Wilson ,  J .  A 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do                                            

Do. 

Do   .                                  

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

1  Not  given. 


Papers  of  the  Confederate   State  Department   ("Pickett  Papers"). 

I.  DIPLOMATIC. 

Commission  to  Washington: 

1.  Instructions,  Department  of  State  to  commissioners. 

2.  Dispatches,  Nos.  1  to  4,  from  Secretary  of  State. 

3.  Commissioners   to   Secretary   of   Stale,   dispatches,   Nos.    1    to  9,   with 

enclosures. 

4.  Secretary  of  commission   to   Secretary   of  State,  April   11,"  I860,   with 

enclosures    . 

5.  Forsyth  to  President,  April  4,  1801,  confidential. 

6.  Pickett's  memorandum,  March  14-15,  1801. 

7.  Memorandum,  rough  drafts,  copies,  etc.,  in  a  package. 

8.  Telegraphic  dispatches  in  three  packages. 

Great  Britain: 

1.  Yancey,  Host,  and  Mann  to  Secretary  of  Slate,  dispatches,  Nos.  1  to  14 

(except  No.  7,  which  was  never  received). 

2.  Mann  to  Secretary  of  State,  August  3,  1801;  December  2,  1801. 
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Great  Britain — Continued. 

3.  Mann   to  President,  August  24,  1801;   January   18,  1862;   February   1, 

1862  (with  confidential  memorandum,  January  31,  1862,  relative  to 
blockade  and  the  "  Stone  Fleet  "). 

4.  Rost  to  Secretary  of  State,  June  10,  1861. 

5.  Rost  to  President,  December  24,  1861. 

6.  YiiMoev  to  Secretary  of  State,  November  3  and  30,  1861  ;  December  31, 

1861;  March  14  and  22,  1862. 

7.  Yancey  to  President,  January  27,  1862 ;  March  22,  1862. 

8.  Fearn  to  Secretary  of  State,  October  7,  1861. 

9.  Mason's,  Slidell's,  and  Trescot's  telegrams  from  Charleston. 

10.  Mason  to  Secretary  of  State,  October  5  and  0,  1861    (from  Charleston)  ; 

October  18,  1801  (from  Cardenas)  ;  January  30,  1862  (from  London)  ; 
dispatches,  Nos.  1  to  46  (except  Nos.  4  to  8,  which  were  never  re- 
ceived) ;  dispatches  (new  series),  Nos.  1  to  15;  unnumbered  dispatch, 
June  6.  1863;  letters,  June  24,  1862,  November  8,  1862,  January  16 
and  17,  1863,  April  9  and  27,  1863,  October  2  and  19,  1863,  February 
18,  1864,  March  17,  1864,  July  14,  1864,  September  18,  1864,  November 
29,  1864. 

11.  Mason    and    Slidell    to    Secretary   of    State,    October   11,    1861    (from 

Charleston). 

12.  Major-General  Huger,  November  18,  1861  (enclosing  letter  from  Major- 

General  Wool,  Fort  Monroe,  November  16,  1861). 
France: 

1.  Slidell  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  to  76  and  "  50  bis  "  ;  un- 

numbered  dispatch,   Februarv   1,   1862 ;   private   letters,   August  24, 

1862,  September  18,  1862,  January  26,  1863,  August  4,  1863. 

2.  Slidell  to  Hunter,  private,  February  19,  1862. 
Belgium: 

1.  Mann  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  to  119  (except  Nos.  1  to 

7,  105  to  108,  117,  which  were  never  received)  ;  private  letter,  April 
10,  1863. 

2.  Mann   to   President,   May   9,   1864,   enclosing  letter   from   Pius   IX   to 

President. 
Spain : 

1.  Rost  to  Secretarv  of  State,   dispatch  No.   1,  March   21,  1862;   letters. 

May  28,  1862.  September  13  and  28,  1862,  January  23,  1863,  June  16, 

1863,  and  one  undated. 

2.  Rost  to  President,  December  24,  1861. 
States  of  the  Church: 

1.  Bishop  Lynch  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  and  2 ;  letters, 
March  3  and  28,  1864. 
Mexico: 

1.  Record  book  of  dispatches  to  Department  of  State,  containing  Nos.  1 

to  27,  with  enclosures  (deposited  by  Pickett). 

2.  Miscellaneous   records  of   the   legation    (deposited  by   Pickett)    and   a 

bundle  of  newspapers. 

3.  Pickett  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1.  2,  12  to  14. 

4.  Pickett  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  September  27,  1861. 

5.  Pickett  to  Browne,   September  6,  1861,  November  29,  1861,   December 

31,  1861. 

6.  Preston  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  to  13,  with  enclosures; 

letters,  January  13  and  15,  1864,  January  14  and  31,  1865. 

7.  Preston  to  President,  private,  June  28,  1864. 

8.  Cripps  to  Secretary  of  State,  No.  1,  April  22,  1862. 

9.  Rieken  to  Secretary  of  State,  September  9,  1862,  to  July  16,  1863. 

10.  Correspondence  with  Count  do  Saligny,  Baron  de  Wagner,  anil  others. 
Russia : 

1.  Lamar  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  and  2;  unofficial  letter, 
March  21,  1863. 
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II.   CONSULAR,  CONFIDENTIAL,  AND  OTJ1EK  FOREIGN   AGENTS. 

London: 

1.  Hotze  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  to  49  (except  No.  46)  ; 

private  letters  Nos.  1  to  IS  and  July  24,  18C3 ;  February  20,  1864; 
April  1  and  23,  May  28,  1864 ;  July  4,  1864 ;  October  28,  1864. 

2.  Hotze  to  Hunter,  unofficial,  January  30,  1862. 

3.  Hotze  to  Brown,  March  18,  1862. 
London  and  Paris: 

1.  McRae,  financial  agent,  to  Secretary  of  State,   October  19,   1864;  No- 
vember 4,  1864  (with  enclosures)  ;' November  18,  1864. 
Paris: 

1.  De  Leon  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  to  15  (except  No.  10), 
with  enclosures. 
Havana: 

1.  Helm  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  to  34  (except  No.  13). 
ilatamoras: 

1.  Avegno  to  Secretary  of  State,  letters,  December  30,  1862,  to  April  2, 

1864. 

2.  Fitzpatrick  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1  to  9  (except  No.  8). 
Vera  Cruz: 

1.  La  Sere  to  Secretary  of  State,  July  22,  1864. 
New  Leon  and  Coahuila: 

1.  Quintero  to  Secretary  of  State,  June  1,  1861,  to  December  7,  1864,  with 
enclosures. 
Nassau,  N.  P.: 

1.  Heyliger  to  Secretary  of  State,  June  28,  1862,  to  December  19,  1864. 
St.  George's,  Bermuda: 

1.  Walker  to  Secretary  of  State  (see  files  of  Domestic  Letters).    The  let- 
ters of  Walker  were  taken  out  of  the  packages  of  Domestic  Letters 
and  placed  in  this  package. 
Cotk: 

1.  Dowling  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches,  November  25,  1863,  January 
28,  1864. 
Ireland  generally: 

1.  Lieutenant  Capston  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches,  October  1,  1863, 

to  August  24,  1864. 

2.  Mr.  Bannon  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  1-8. 

3.  Mr.  Lalor  to  Secretary  of  State,  Dublin,  no  date. 
Canada: 

1.  Holcombe  to  Secretary  of  State,  dispatches  Nos.  3-7 ;  reports,  April  1, 

1864  (case  of  Chesapeake),  November  16,  1864;  letters,  February  29, 
1864,  March  12,  1864,  April  26,  1864  (private),  June  18,  1864  (pri- 
vate), undated   (relating  to  escaped  prisoners). 

2.  Almon  to  Holcombe. 

3.  Thompson  and  Clay  to  Secretary  of  State,  telegrams  from  Wilmington. 

4.  Clay  to  Secretary  of  State,  June  17,  1864  (Montreal),  August  11,  1864 

(report  from  St.  Catherines  relating  to  peace  conference),  September 
12,  1864  (relating  to  peace  conference  and  other  subjects). 

5.  Thompson   to  Secretary  of  State,  May  2,  1864    (Wilmington,  May  10, 

1864   (St.  Georges). 

6.  General  E.  G.  Lee  to  Secretary  of  State,  December  15,  1864  (Nassau). 

7.  Captain  Dawson  to  E.  G.  Lee,  dispatches  Nos.  1-5. 

III.    DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR. 

Records: 

1.  Record  of  instructions  and  dispatches  to  consuls,  confidential  and  other 

foreign  agents. 

2.  Record  of  commissions  to  foreign  agents. 
Instructions  and  dispatches: 

1.  Great  Britain  (to  Mann,  Mason,  Rost,  Yancey). 

2.  France  (to  Slidell). 

3.  Spain  (to  Rost,  Slidell). 

4.  Belgium   (to  Mann). 

5.  Rome  (to  Lyuch). 
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Instructions   and   dispatches — Continued. 
G.  Russia   (to  Lnnmr). 

7.  Canada  (to  Holcombe). 

8.  Mexico    (to  Pickett,  Preston). 

9.  Havana  (to  Helm). 

10.  Monterey   (to  Quintero). 

IV.    MISCELLANEOUS. 

1.  Rook  of  reports,  President  to  Congress. 

2.  Proclamation  book,  and  also  manuscript  and  printed  proclamations. 

3.  President's  messages  (pamphlets). 

4.  Pardon  book. 

5.  Domestic  letter  book,  and  domestic  letters,  1861-1865,  with  an  index  book 

of  letters  received. 

6.  Packages  of  papers  and  letters,  and  record  books  relating  to  office  holding, 

viz :  applications  for  office,  and  for  issue  of  commissions,  acting  appoint- 
ments, records  of  commissions,  confirmations,  and  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, oaths  of  office,  letters  of  resignation,  etc. 

7.  Pass)>orts,  applications  for  foreign  passports,  congressional  military  pass- 

ports, descriptive  lists,  etc. 

8.  Financial    papers   and    accounts,    viz :    correspondence,    cash   book,    ledger, 

appropriation  book,  requisition  book,  foreign  service  account  book. 

9.  Destroyed  property ;  index  to  property  destroyed  by  Confederate  authori- 

ties, and  an  index  to  that  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

10.  Letters  of  marque,  register  of  letters  of  marque,  correspondence  relating  to 

letters  of  marque. 

11.  List  of  vessels  running  the  blockade. 

12.  Steamer  Sumter,  cruise  and  operations. 

13.  Fort  Sumter,  correspondence  relating  thereto,  with  notes  by  Judge  Camp- 

bell. 

14.  Exchange  of  prisoners,  correspondence  of  Robert  Ould  relating  thereto. 

15.  Ordinances  of  secession,  conventions  between  the  States,  and  correspond- 

ence relating  thereto. 

16.  Letters   to    Secretary   of   State   from    foreign   consuls   in   the   Confederate 

States. 

17.  Cipher  tables  used  in  correspondence  with  Mason,  Slidell,  Mann,  and  others. 
IS.  Notes  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  and  of  chief  clerk,  relating  to  current 

events. 

19.  Telegrams,  pension  papers,  commission  of  Albert  Pike,  Trescot's  correspond- 

ence, miscellaneous  memorandums. 

20.  Copyright  records. 

21.  Exequaturs  to  consuls. 

22.  Various  blank  forms,  and  some  printed  material,  such  as  newspapers,  acts, 

etc. 

C. 

Confederate  State  Department  correspondence  from  and  to  3.  M.  Mason. 


FROM  J.   M.    MASON. 


1.  London.  February  2,   1SG2. 

2.  London,  February  7,  1862. 

3.  London,  February  7,   1862. 

4.  London,  February  22,  18G2. 

5.  London.  February  28,  18G2. 

6.  London,  March  11,  1862. 

(The  above  are  from  the  flies  of  Mr. 
J.  M.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State  until 
March  16.  1862.  when  he  was  relieved 
by  Mr.  J.  P.  Benjamin.  The  following 
are  from  Secretary  of  State  Benja- 
min : ) 

7.  Not  found. 

8.  London,  April  21,  1802. 
0.  London,  May  2,  1802. 

10.  London,  May  15,  1802. 

11.  London,  Mav  16,  1862. 

12.  London,  June  23,  1862. 

13.  London,  June  23,  1862. 

14.  London,  July  30,  1862. 


ir>.  London,  August  5,  18C2. 
10.  London,  September  18,  1862. 

17.  London,  September  18,  1862. 

18.  London,  October  30.  1802. 

19.  London,  November  4,  1862. 

20.  London,  November  7,  1802. 

Not  found,  London,  November  8,  1862 

21.  London,  December  10,  1802. 

22.  London,  December  10,  1802. 

23.  London,  December  11.  1S02. 

24.  Loudon,  January  14.  1803. 

25.  London,  January  14.  1803. 
25.  London,  January  14,  1803. 
20.  London,  January  15,  1803. 

27.  London,  January  15,  1803. 

28.  London,  January  31,  1803. 

29.  London,  February  5,  1863. 

30.  London,  February  9,  1863. 

31.  London,  March  19,  1803. 

32.  London,  March  30,  1863. 
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33, 

33. 
34. 


35. 
36. 

37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 

45. 

4G. 
1. 
2 
X 
4. 


London,  March  30,  1863. 
London,  April   9,   1963. 
Londou,   April   27.    1863. 
Not  found,  London,  April  27,  1863.     (Un- 
official.) 
London,  April  30,   18G3. 
London,  Mav  11,  1863. 
London,  May  16,  1863. 
I'aris,  June  4,  1803. 
London,  June  12,  18G3. 
London,  June  20,  1863. 
London,  July  2,  1863. 
London,  July  10,  1863. 
London,  August  6,  1863. 
London,  September  4,  1863. 
London,  September  5,  1863. 
London,  September  2.r>,  1863. 
Paris,  January  25,  1864. 
Paris,  February  8,  1864. 
London,  February  18,  1864. 
London.  February  18,  1864. 


London,  March  16,  1864. 
London,  March  16,  1864. 
London,  March  17,  1804.     (Number  not 

found.) 
Paris,  April  12,  1864. 
Paris,  June  1,  1804. 
London,  June  9,  1864. 
London,  July  6,  1864. 
London,  July  8,  1864. 
Middlesex  E..  July  14,  1804.      (Number 

not  found.) 
London,  August  4,  1804. 
Paris,  September  29,  1804. 
Paris,  November  10,  1864. 
London,  December  16,  1864. 
London,  January  12,  1805. 
Loudon,  January  21,  1805. 
London,  February  — ,  1865. 
London,  March'XI,  1805. 
London.  March  31,  1805. 
London,  May  1,  1805. 


TO  J.  M.  MASON. 


1.  Not  found. 

2.  Richmond.  October  29.  1861. 

3.  Not  needed.     Unimportant. 

4.  Richmond,  February  8.  1862. 

5.  Richmond,  March  13,  1862. 

6.  Richmond,  Julv  19.  1862. 

1.  Richmond,  April  5.  1862. 

2.  Richmord,  April  8,  1862. 

3.  Richmond,  April  12,  1862. 

4.  Richmond,  April  14,  1862. 

5.  Richmond,  April  14,  1862. 

6.  T:nimporrant.     Not  needed. 

7.  Richmond,  September  26,  1862. 

8.  Richmond,  October  28.  1862. 

9.  Richmond,  October  31,  1862. 

10.  Richmond,  November  5,  1862. 

11.  Richmond,  December  11.  1862. 
Unofficial.    Richmond.  January  15, 1863. 

12.  Richmond,  January  15,  1863. 

13.  Richmond,  January  15.  1863. 

14.  Richmond.   February  6.   1863. 

15.  Richmond,  February  7,  1863. 
10.   Richmond,  February  21.  18G3. 

17.  Richmond.  March  27,  1863. 

18.  Richmond,  March  30,  1863. 


19. 
20. 
21. 

of> 

23! 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
3.1. 
34. 
35. 

30. 
37. 

38. 
39. 
40. 


Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Not  found. 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Not  found. 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Circular,  A 

Richmond 

Richmond 

Richmond 


March  31.  1803. 
April  14,  1803. 
April  29,  1863. 
May  13,  1803. 
May  20,  1863. 
June  6,  1863. 
June  11,  1803. 
June  12,  1863. 
June  22,  1803. 
June  29,  1863. 

August  4,  1863. 
August  17.  1863. 
November  13,  1803. 
November  14,  1803. 
January  25.  1864. 
April  18.  1804. 

Richmond,  April  22, 
June  22.  1804. 
Julv  12,   1864. 
ugnst  25,  1804. 
September  20,    1804. 
December  3(1.   1804. 
March  25,  1865. 


1864. 


Confederate  State  Department  correspondence  from  and  to  John  Slidell. 


FROM  JOHN    SLIDELL. 


1. 

Paris. 

2. 

Paris, 

:; 

Taris, 

4. 

I'aris. 

rj 

I'aris, 

6. 

Paris, 

7 

Paris. 

K 

Paris. 

'.) 

Paris, 

10. 

Paris. 

11. 

Paris. 

12. 

Paris. 

13. 

Paris, 

14. 

Taris, 

15. 

Paris, 

16. 

Paris. 

17. 

Paris. 

IK. 

Paris, 

19. 

Paris. 

20. 

Paris, 

21. 

Paris. 

<IO 

I'aris. 

23] 

Paris. 

24. 

Paris, 

25. 

Paris, 

20. 

Paris, 

27. 

Paris, 

28. 

Paris, 

February  11,  1802. 
February   26.    1862. 
March   10,   1862. 
March   26.    1862. 
April   14,    1862. 
April  18,  1862. 
Mav  9,   1862. 
May  15,   1862. 
June   1.    1802. 
Julv   25,    1802. 
August  12.    1802. 
August   20,   1862. 
September  13.  1862. 
September  28.  1862. 
September  29.  1862. 
October  9.    1862. 
October  20.    1862. 
October  28,   1862. 
October  28.   1862. 
November  11,  1862. 
November  20.  1 802. 
December  27.  1802. 
January   11.   1863. 
January  21.    1803. 
January   29.   1863. 
February    6.    1803. 
February   12.    1863. 
March   4,   1863. 


30. 


Paris.   March   21,    1863. 

Unimportant :   concerns  stock  company. 

Paris,   April    11.    1863. 

Paris.   April   20.    1803. 

Paris.   April   23,    1803. 

Paris.  Mav   3.   1803. 

Paris.    Mav    15.    1803. 

Paris,    May   28,    1863. 

Not    found.    I'aris.   June   6,    1863,   to   J. 

Voruz   and    L.    Arman. 
Paris,  June   12,   1863. 
Paris.  June  20.    1K03. 
I'aris.   June  25.    ISO".. 
Paris,    Julv    6,    1863. 
Paris.    July    11.    1863. 
Paris,   July    19.    1863. 
Paris.   August  5,   1863. 
Biarritz,  August  20.  1H03. 
Biarritz,  September  22.  1863. 
Paris,   October  9.   1803. 
Paris,   October  25,    1803. 
Paris,  November  15.  1803. 
Paris,  November   19,    1803. 
Paris,  December  3.   1803. 
Paris,   December    15,    1K03. 
Paris,    December   29,    1S63. 
Paris,    January    14,    1864. 
Paris,  January  25,    1804. 
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55.  Paris,   February  10,   1864. 

56.  Paris,   February    10,   1864. 

57.  Paris,    March   5,   1864. 

Number    not    found.      Paris,    February 

26,  1864. 
Number   not   found.      Paris,    March   14, 

1864.     (French  Foreign  Office.) 

58.  Paris,   March    16,   1864. 

59.  Paris,  April   7,   1864. 

60.  Paris,   May  2,   1864. 
fil.   Paris,  May  5,   1864. 
62.   Paris,  Mav  11',   1864. 
68.   Paris,   June   2.   1864. 

64.  Paris,   June  11,  1864. 

65.  Paris,   June  HO,    1864. 

66.  Paris,   July  1\   1864. 


67.  Paris,  July   11,   1864. 

08.  Paris,   August   1,    1864. 

60.  Paris,  August  8,  1864. 

70.  Baden,  August  24,  1864. 

71.  Paris,  September  13,  1864. 

72.  Paris,  September  26,  1864. 

73.  Paris,  October  20,   1864. 

74.  Paris,  November  17,  1864. 

75.  Paris,  November  28,   1864. 

76.  Paris,  December  13.  1864. 

77.  Not  found. 

78.  Not   found. 

79.  Paris,    February   7,    1865. 

80.  Not  found. 

81.  Paris,  February  24,  1865. 


TO   JOHN    Sl.IDEIX. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
10. 
17. 
18. 
10. 
20. 
21. 

'>•) 

23. 
24. 


Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 
Richmond, 


April   5,    1862. 
April  8,   1862. 
April   12,   1862. 
April   14,   1862. 
July  19,  1862. 
September  26,  1862. 
October  17,  18G2. 
October  28.  1962. 
October  30.  1862. 
December  11,  1862. 
January  15,  1863. 
January   15,   1863. 
February  7,  1863. 
March  24,  1863. 
March  26,  1863. 
May  9,  1863. 
Mav  20,   1803. 
June  10,  1863. 
June  22,  186.3. 
July  20,  1863. 
August  4,  1863. 
August  17,  1863. 
September  2,  1863. 
September  14,  1863. 


Richmond,  October  8,  1863. 

Richmond,  November  13,  1863. 

Number  not  found.  Richmond,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1863. 

Richmond,  December  9.  1863. 

Richmond,  January  8,  1864. 

Richmond,  January  28,  1864. 

Richmond,  January  28,  1804. 

Richmond,  February  19,  1864. 

Richmond,  March  11,  1864. 

Richmond,   March  22,   1864. 

Richmond,   March   24,   1S64. 

Richmond,  March  26,  1864. 

Richmond,  April  16,  1864. 

Richmond,  April  23,  1864. 

Richmond,  April  30,  1864. 

Richmond,  May  31,   1864. 

Richmond,  June  1.  1864. 

Richmond,  June  23,  1804. 

Richmond,  July  12.   1864. 

Richmond,  September  15,  1804. 

Richmond,  September  20,   1864. 

Number  not  found.  Richmond,  Decem- 
ber  27,    1864. 


E. 


Confederate  State  Department  correspondence  from  and  to  Henry  Hotze. 


FROM   HENRY   HOTZE. 


1. 

Havana, 

') 

London, 

'i. 

London, 

4. 

London, 

5. 

London, 

6. 

London, 

7. 

London, 

8. 

I-ondon, 

0. 

London, 

10. 

Missing. 

11. 

London, 

12. 

Missing. 

13. 

London, 

14. 

London, 

15. 

London, 

10. 

London, 

17. 

London. 

18. 

London, 

10. 

London, 

20. 

London, 

21. 

London, 

■  >■> 

London, 

23' 

London, 

24. 

London, 

25. 

London, 

January  0,  1862. 
February  1,  1862. 
February  23,  1862. 
February  28,   1862. 
March  11,  1862. 
March   24,   1862. 
April  25,    1862. 
May  15,  1862. 
August  4,   1862. 

September  26,  1862. 

October  24,    1862. 
November  7,  1862. 
November  22,   1862. 
December  20,  1862. 
January  17,   1863. 
February  14,   1863. 
March   14,   1863. 
March   21,   1863. 
May  9,  1863. 
May  14,  1863. 
June  6,  1863. 
July  4,  1863. 
July   11,   1863. 


20.  London,  July  23,  1863. 

27.  London,   August  27,   1863. 

28.  London,    September  5,    1863. 

29.  London,  September  26,  1863. 

30.  London,   October  3,   1863. 
81.  London,  October  31,   1863. 

32.  London,  November  21,  1863. 

33.  London,  November   28,   1863. 

34.  London,   December  26,   1863. 

35.  London,  January   10,   1864. 

36.  London,  January  23,   1864. 

37.  London,   February   13,    1864. 

37.  London,   February    13,   1864. 

38.  London,  March  12,   1864. 

39.  London,   March   19,   1864. 

40.  London,   April    16,   1864. 

41.  London,  April  16,  1864. 

42.  I.ondon.  May  7,  1864. 

43.  Paris,  June' 3,  1804. 

44.  Paris.  June  10,  1864. 

45.  Iondon,  July  4,  1864. 

46.  Not  found. 

47.  Paris,  July  29,  1864. 

48.  London.  August  6,  1864. 

49.  London,  September  17,   1864. 


TO    HENRY    HOTZE. 


1.  Not  found. 

2.  Not  found. 

3.  Richmond,  January  16,  1863. 

4.  Richmond,  March  30.  1863. 

5.  Richmond.  April  15,  1863. 


6.  Missing. 

7.  Missing. 

8.  Missing. 

9.  Richmond,  September  19,  1863. 
10.  Missing. 
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11.  Missing. 

11!.  Missing. 

13.  Richmond,  January  0.  1864 

14.  Richmond,  February  24,  1864. 

15.  Missing. 
II).  Missing. 
IT.  Missing. 


18.  Richmond,  April  18,  1864. 

1!).  Richmond,  May  5,  1804. 

20.  Missing. 

21.  Missing. 

22.  Missing. 

23.  Richmond,  September  15.  1864. 

24.  Richmond,  December  10,  1 864. 


F. 
Confederate  State  Department  correspondence  from  and  to  C.  J.  Helm. 


FROM    C.   J.    HELM. 


1. 

London, 

September  30,  1861. 

17. 

2. 

Havana, 

Noveml>er  8,  1861. 

18. 

3. 

Havana, 

November  8,  1861. 

19. 

4. 

Havana, 

November  9,  1861. 

20. 

5. 

Havana, 

November  15,  1861. 

21. 

6. 

Havana, 

December  1,  1861. 

22. 

7. 

Havana, 

December  12,  1861. 

23. 

8. 

Havana, 

December  21.  1861. 

24. 

0. 

Havana, 

January  7,  1862. 

25 

in. 

Havana, 

January  17,  1862. 

26 

n. 

Missing. 

Never  received. 

27 

12. 

Havana, 

May  6.  1862. 

28 

13. 

Havana, 

July  3,  1862. 

29 

14. 

Havana, 

September  3,  1862. 

30 

Havana, 

August   16,   1862.      (Not  num- 

31 

bered.) 

32 

15. 

Havana, 

October  23,   1862. 

33 

1G. 

Havana, 

December  18,  1862. 

34 

Havana,  January  26,  1863. 
Havana,  February  14,  1863. 
Havana,  February  24,  1863. 
Havana,  March  6,  1863. 
Havana,  May  10,  1863. 
Havana,  June  3,  1863. 
Havana,  September  21.  1863. 
lluvi-nn,  September   24,  1803. 


Accounts    and 
publish. 


bills    not    important    to 


In  re  Roanoke  affair.  Already  pub- 
lished in  Official  Records  of  the  Navy, 
Series  I. 


TO  C.  J.  HKLM. 

1.  Richmond,  November  30,  1861.  | 

G. 

Confederate  State  Department  correspondence   from  and  to  Yancey,  Rost,  and 

Mann. 


IKOM   YANCEY,    HOST,   AND   MANN. 


Not  found,  raris,  May  10,  1861. 

1.  London,  May  21.  1861. 

2.  London,  June  1.  1861. 

Not  found.  June  10,  1861. 

3.  London,  July  15,  1861. 

4.  London,  August  1,  1861. 

Not  found.  London,  August  3,  1861. 

5.  London,  August  7,  1861. 

6.  London.  August  14,  1861. 

7.  Missing. 


8.   Paris,  Octolwr  5,  1861. 
0.   Paris,  October  28,  1801. 

Not  found.     November  8,  1861. 

Not  found.     November  30,  1861. 

Not  found.     London,  December  1,  1861. 

10.  London,  December  2,  1801. 

11.  London,  December  20,  1861. 

12.  London,  December  20,  1861. 

13.  I-ondon,  December  31,  1861. 

14.  London,   January  27,   1862. 


Not    found. 

1861. 
Not    found. 

1861. 

1.  Montgomery, 

2.  Montgomery, 

3.  Montgomery, 

4.  Montgomery, 

5.  Montgomery, 


Montgomery,    March 
Montgomery,    March 


TO  YANCEY,  EOST,  AND   MANN. 
10, 
16, 


April   2,   1861. 
April  24,  1861. 
April  26,   1861. 
April  29,  1861. 
May    18,    1861. 


6.  Montgomery,  May  24,  1861. 

7.  Montgomery,  July  29,  1861. 
Not  found.    Richmond,  August  24,  1861. 

8.  Richmond,  August  24,  1861. 

9.  Richmond,  August  24,  1861. 

10.  Richmond,  September  23,   1861. 

11.  Richmond,  September  23,  1861 

12.  Richmond,  October  23,  1861. 

13.  Richmond,  November  20,  1861. 


Confederate  States  correspondence  from  and  to  A.  Dudley  Mann. 

FROM   A.   DUDLEY   MANN. 


1  to  7.     Never  received  in  Congressional 
Library.     London.  February  1,  1862. 

8.  Brussels,    May    5,    1862. 

9.  Brussels,  May  10,  1862. 

10.  Brussels,  May  13,  1862. 

11.  Brussels,  June  3.  1862. 

12.  Brussels,  June  13,   1862. 

13.  Brussels,  June  23,  1862. 

14.  Brussels,   June  30,  1862. 

15.  Brussels,  July  5,  1862. 

16.  Brussels,  July  12,  1862. 


17.  Brussels,    July  15,   1862. 

18.  Brussels,  July  15,  1862. 

19.  Brussels,  July  26,  1862. 

20.  Brussels,  August  15,   1862. 

21.  Brussels,  September  1,  3  862. 

22.  Brussels,  September  5,  1862. 

23.  Brussels,  September  15,  1862. 

24.  Brussels,  September  26,  1862. 

25.  Brussels,  October  7,  1862. 

26.  Brussels,  October  14,  1862. 

27.  Brussels,  October  18,  1862. 
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28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

30. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41 

4L' 

43 

44 

45 

461 

47/ 

48. 

49  \ 

BO? 

r,i 

53 1 

54  f 

55) 

56. 

57 

58 

59 

(10 

01 

02 

63 

64. 

65. 

60. 

67. 

68. 

00. 

70. 

71. 

721 

73/ 

74. 


Copenhagen,  October  24,  1862. 
Hamburg  October  26,  1862. 
Rrussels,  November  1,  1862. 
BrusseH,  November  2,  1862. 
Brussels,  November  21,  1862. 
Brussels,  November  29.  1862. 
Brussels,  December  9,  1862. 
Brussels,  December  18,  1862. 
Brussels,  January  5.  1803. 
Brussels,  January  10.  1803. 
Brussels,  January  29,  1863. 
Brussels,  February  10,  1863. 
Brussels,  February  27,  1863. 

No   activities   to    report.      Personal    re- 
marks on  the  potentates  of  Furope. 

Brussels.  May  8,  1863. 

No   activities   to   report.      Comments  on 

defeat  of   Hooker's  Army. 
Brussels,  May  28.  1863. 
Nothing  of  importance  to  report. 
Brussels,  June  25,  1863. 

No  activities  to  report. 

Brussels,   August  15,  1863. 


No  activities  to  report.     Writes  about 
German  and  l'olisli  affairs. 


Brussels,   October   23,   1863. 
Brussels.   October  30,  1863. 
Brussels,  November  11,  1863. 
Brussels,  November  14,  1863. 
Brussels,  November  21,  1863. 
Rome.   December  9.    1863. 
Brussels,  December  12,  1863. 
Brussels,  December  28,  1863. 

No  activities  to  report. 
Brussels,  January  15,  1864. 


75\Unimportant.     Comments  on  European 
78/     affairs  in  general. 

77.  Brussels.  February  6.  1864. 

78.  Unimportant.     No  activities  to  report. 

79.  Brussels.  February  29,  1864. 

80.  Brussels,  March  11,  1864. 

81.  Brussels,  March  18,  1864. 

82.  No  activities  to  report. 

83.  Brussels,  April  4,  1864. 

84.  Brussels,  April  8,  1864. 

85.  Brussels.  April  15,  18G4. 
80] 
oil  Unimportant 

"*^  f  tinunpau     at 


Comments    on    Belgian 
nuances  and  Polish  situation. 


89 

90) 

91.  Brussels,  May  25,  1864. 

92\No  activities  to  report.     Comments  on 

93/     rtnlian  affairs. 

95.  Brussels,  June  22,  1864. 

96.  Unimportant      Comments   on   Russian 

affairs. 

97.  Brussels,  July  7.  1804. 

98.  Brussels,  July  16,  1S04. 

99.  Brussels,  July  22,  1864. 
100.   Brussels,  July  30,  1804. 
lOlH'niinportant.     Comments    on    Russian 
102/     and  Belgian  affairs. 

103.  Brussels,  August  20,  1804. 

104.  Brussels,  August  26,  1864. 

100 1  Missing.      Never    received    at    Congres- 

1071     sional  Library. 

108j 

109.  Brussels.  October  5.  1864. 

110.  Brussels,  October  12,  1R64. 

111.  Brussels,  October  15,  1864. 

112.  Brussels,  October  22,  1864. 

113.  Brussels.  October  28,  1S04. 

114.  Brussels,  November  4,  1804. 

115.  Brussels,  November  17,  1864. 

116.  No  activities  reported. 

117.  Missing. 

118.  Unimportant.     No  activities  to  report. 

119.  Brussels,  December  16,  1864. 


TO  A.  DUDLEY  MANN. 


3.  Richmond,  July   19,  1862. 

4.  Richmond,  August  14.  1862. 

5.  Richmond,  August  14,  1862. 

6.  Not  found. 

7.  Richmond,  January   17,  1863. 

8.  Richmond,  May  15,  1863. 


9.   Richmond.  September  23,  1863. 

Not    found.      Richmond,    September    24 
1863. 

10.  Not  found. 

11.  Richmond,  February  1,  1864. 


Proclamations,    appointments,    etc.,   of   President    Davis,    February    12,    1861,    to 

January  28,   1865. 


Provisional  Congress,  Journalof. 

President  Davis  to  Confederate 

States  Congress. 
President  Davis  to  President  of 

United  States. 

President  Davis  to  al  lconcerncd 

President  Davis  to  President  of 

United  States. 
President  Davis  to  al  1  concerned 


President  Davis  to  Confederate 
States  Congress. 


ISM. 
Feb.  12 

Feb. 

18 

Feb. 

27 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

Mar. 

16 

Apr.  12 


Resolution  authorizing  commissioners  of  peace  to  the 

United  States. 
Inaugural  Address  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate 

States  Provisional  Government. 
Announces  appointment  of  Martin  G.  Crawford,  John 

Forsyth,  and  A.  B.  Roman,  as  special  commissioners 

to  the  United  States. 
Announces  appointment  of  special  commissioners  to 

United  States. 
Introduces  Martin  G.  Crawford,  special  commissioner 

of  Confederate  States  to  United  States. 
Announces  appointment  of  Martin  G .  Crawford,  special 

commissioner  of  Confederate  States  to  United  States. 
Announces  appointment  of  Win.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre 

A.  Rost,  and  A.  Dudley  Mann,  as  special' commis- 
sioners to  Great  Britain. 
Proclamation   convening   Confederate   Congress    for 

transaction  of  business,  at  noon,  Apr.  29,  1861,  in 

Montgomery. 


89 
90 
94 

94 
95 
95 
95 
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Proclamations,   appointments,  etc.,   of  President  Davis,   February  12,   1861,  to 
January  28,   1865 — Continued. 


Name. 


President  Davis,  proclamation. 


Presiden  t  Davis  to  a  11  concerned. 

Confederate  States  Congress 

President  Davis,  proclamation. . 


President  Davis  to  President  of 
Mexico. 

Secretary  of  State  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned 

Confederate  States  Congress 


Secretary  of  State  to  General 
Yidaurri,  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  Mexican 
Province  of  New  Leon,  etc. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned. 


President  Davis  to  people  of 

Confederate  States. 
President  Davis  to  all  concerned. 

President  Davis  to  President 

Lincoln. 

President  Davis  toallconcerned. 


Secretary  of  State  to  all  con- 
cerned. 
Congress  of  Confederate  States. 


President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


Congress  of  Confederate  States. . 

President  Davis  to  Pierre  A. 

Host. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


Department  of  State  to  Great 
Britain's  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


President  Davis  to  Queen  Vic- 
toria. 


State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 


Apr.  19 
May  4 
May     S 

May    17 

...do 

May   18 

May   21 

May   22 

May   24 

May  28 
July  2 
July     6 

July   22 

...do.... 
Aug.    6 

Aug.  14 

Aug.  22 
Aug.  24 

...do 

...do.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 
...do.... 


Subject. 


Proclamation  announcing  declaration  of  United  States 
to  invade  Confederate  States,  and  calling  upon  citi- 
zens of  Confederate  States  to  aid  in  maintaining  and 
defending  these  Confederate  States;  instructions  to 
all  persons  applying  for  letters  of  marque  to  make 
certain  statements  concerning  vessels,  crews,  etc. 

Announces  appointment  of  Alexander  II.  Stephens  as 
special  commissioner  to  Commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Brigadier-General  P.  G.  T. 
Beauregard  and  officers  under  his  command. 

Announces  conclusion  and  signing  of  treaty  or  conven- 
tion of  alliance  between  Confederate  States  of  A  mer- 
ica  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  r  at  Richmond, 
Apr.  24, 1SG1. 

Announces  appointment  of  John  T.  Pickett  as  agent  of 
Confederate  States  near  Government  of  Moxiro. 

Issues  passport  to  John  T.  Pickett,  special  agent  of 
Confederate  States  to  Mexico. 

Schooner  Savannah,  T.  Harrison  Baker,  commander, 
commissioned  to  act  as  private  armed  vessel  in  serv- 
ice of  Confederate  States. 

Act  amending  tenth  section  of  act  approved  May  6, 
1861 ,  and  providing  additional  bounty  to  be  paid  for 
sinking  or  destroying  enemy  vessels,  also  granting 
rights  and  privileges  to  inventors  of  any  new  kind 
of  armed  vessel,  etc. 

Appointment  of  J.  A.  Quintero  as  special  messenger  to 
ask  that  maintenance  of  peace  on  the  borders  of 
Mexico  and  Confederate  States  be  enforced. 

Announces  conclusion  and  signing  of  treaty,  etc.,  be- 
tween Confederate  States  of  America  and  State  of 
Tennessee,  at  Nashville,  May  7. 1861. 

Recommends  that  June  13, 1861,  be  observed  as  a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayer. 

Proclamation:  Admission  of  State  of  Tennessee  to  Con- 
federate States  of  America  announced. 

Renews  proposition  made  to  commander  of  blockading 
squadron  to  exchange  for  prisoners  taken  on  C.  S.  S. 
Savannah. 

Announces  appointment  of  Glias.  J.  Helm  as  special 
agent  of  Confederate  States  or  America  to  visit  Span- 
ish, British,  and  Danish  possessions  in  West  Indies, 
for  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations  with 
them. 

Passport  issued  to  Chas.  J.  Helm,  as  special  agent  to 
Havana. 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to  General  Jos.  E.  Johnston  and 
General  Gustavo  T.  Beauregard  and  officers  and 
troops  under  their  command  in  battle  at  Manassas, 
July  21, 1861. 

Proclamation  warning  citizens  of  United  States  to  de- 
part from  Confederate  States  within  40  days  from 
date. 
Regulations  respecting  alien  enemies 

Resolutions  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier- General 
Ben  McCulIoch,  his  officers  and  soldiers. 

Appoints  Pierre  A.  Rost  to  be  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  to  Kingdom  of  Spain. 

Announces  appointment  of  Hon.  Jas  M.  Mason  as 
special  commissioner  of  Confederate  States  to  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Introducing  James  M.  Mason,  special  commissioner  of 
ConfederateStatesto  Great  Britain,  toller  Britannic 
Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

Announces  appointment  of  Hon.  Jas.  M.  Mason  as 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  Confederate  States  to  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

Notifies  Queen  Victoria  of  selection  of  Hon.  James  M. 

.  Mason  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  Confederate  States,  to  reside  near  court 
of  Her  Majesty. 

Passport  issued  to  James  M.  Mason,  special  commis- 
sioner of  Confederate  Government. 


Page. 


98 
98 


99 
100 

100 


101 

101  : 

102^ 

i 
103 

103  ' 

j 

104' 

105 
107 


100 
107, 

107 
110 
110 
111 
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Proclamations,  appointments,  etc.,  of  President  Davis,  February  12,  1861,  to 
January  28,  1865 — Continued. 


President  Davis  to  all  concerned 
i        Do 


State  Department  to   French 

Minister  of  foreign  affairs. 
President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


President  Davis  to  France,  Em- 
peror of. 

State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 
President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


Do. 


Do. 


State  Department  to  Spanish 
minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


President   Davis  to  Queen  of 
Spain. 

State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 
President  Davis 


State  Department  to  J.  A.  Quin- 
tero. 

State  Department  to  Governor 
of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned 

State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned 

Confederate  States  Congress 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


President  Davis  to  all  concern- 
ed. 

President  Davis  to  people  of 
Confederate  States. 

President  Davis 


President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


18C1. 
Aug.  24 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 
..do.... 
..do.... 


.do... 


.do... 


..do... 


...do. 

Sept. 

2 

Sept. 

3 

...do 

Oct. 

31 

Nov. 

U 

Nov. 

23 

Dec. 

3 

Dec. 

0 

Dec.   18 


1862. 
Jan.    10 


Feb.  14 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  27 

Mar.  1 


Announces  appointment  of  James  E.  Macfarland  as 
secretary  of  legation  at  London. 

Announces  appointment  of  Hon.  John  Slidell  as  spe- 
cial commissioner  to  Empire  of  France. 

Introduces  Hon.  John  Slidell  to  His  Imperial  Majesty's 
minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

Announces  appointment  of  Hon.  John  Slidellas  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Con- 
federate States  to  Empire  of  France. 

Notifies  Emperor  Napoleon  III  of  appointment  of  Hon. 
John  Slidell  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  Confederate  States  to  France. 

Passport  issued  to  John  Slidell,  special  commissioner 
to  France. 

Announces  appointment  of  George  Eustis  as  secre- 
tary of  legation  at  Paris. 

Announces  appointment  of  Pierre  A.  Rost,  William 
L.  Yancey,  and  A.  Dudley  Mann  as  special  commis- 
sioners of  Confederate  States  to  Kingdom  of  Spain. 

Announces  appointment  of  Pierre  A.  Rost  as  special 
commissioner  of  Confederate  States  to  Kingdom  of 
Spain. 

Introduces  Pierre  A.  Rost,  special  commissioner  of 
Confederate  States  to  Spain,  to  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 

Announces  appointment  of  Pierre  A.  Rost  as  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Con- 
federate States  to  Kingdom  of  Spain. 

Notifies  Queen  Isabella  II  of  appointment  of  Pierre  A. 
Rost  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  Confederate  States. 

Passport  issued  to  PierreA.  Rost,  special  commissioner 
to  Spain. 

Convokes  Congress  for  transaction  of  business  Sept.  3, 
1861,  to  act  upon  bill  authorizing  President  to  con- 
tinue appointments  during  recess  of  Congress. 

Notifies  J.  A.  Quintero  of  his  appointment  as  confiden- 
tial agent  of  Confederate  States  Government  in 
northeastern  Mexico,  to  reside  at  Monterey. 

Introduces,  to  Governor  of  Santiago  Vidaurri,  J.  A. 
Quintero,  confidential  agent  of  Confederate  States 
Government. 

Sets  apart  Friday,  Nov.  15, 1861,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer. 

Announces  appointment  of  Henry  Hotze  as  commer- 
cial agent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at 
London. 

Proclamation  announcing  admission  of  Missouri  as  a 
member  of  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Resolution  of  th  inks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Ster- 
ling Price  and  the  Missouri  Army  under  his  com- 
mand for  victory  at  Lexington,  Mo.,  Sept.  20,  1861. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Leonidas  Polk,  Brigadier-General  Gideon  J.  Pil- 
low, Brigadier-General  Benjamin  F.  Cheatham, 
and  officers  and  soldiers  under  thoir  command  for 
victory  at  Belmont,  Mo.,  Nov.  7,  1861. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier-General 
N.  G.  Evans  and  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand for  victory  in  battle  of  Leesburg. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Colonel  Edward 
Johnson  and  officers  and  men  under  his  command 
for  victory  Dec.  13,  1861,  at  summit  of  Alleghany 
Mountains  in  Virginia. 

Announces  act  to  organize  Territory  of  Arizona,  ap- 
proved Jan.  18, 1862. 

Proclamation  setting  apart  Friday,  Feb.  28, 1862,  as  a 
day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  praver. 

Proclamation  extending  martial  law  over  cities  of 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  and  10  miles  of  surrounding 
country,  and  suspending  privilege  of  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  same. 

Proclamation  extending;  martial  law  over  city  of  Rich- 
mond and  surrounding  country  to  distance  of  10 
miles  and  suspending  privilege  ol  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  said  territory. 
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Proclamations,  appointments,  etc.,  of  President  Davis,  February  12,  1861,  to 
January  28,  1865 — Continued. 


President  Davis  to  Houso  of 
Representatives. 


President  Davis  to  all  concerned. 

Confederate  States  Congress . . . 
President  Davis  to  allconccmed 


W.  I,.  Yancey,  commissioner, 

to  President  Davis. 
President  Davis 


President  Davis  to  Speaker  of 
House  of  Representatives. 


President  Davis  to  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of 
Confederate  States. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned. 


Confederate  States  Congress. 


President  Davis  to  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives. 

Confederate  States  Congress 

Do 


Do. 
Do. 

Do. 


President  Davis  to  all  concerned . 


Do. 


President  Davis  to  the  people  of 
the  Confederate  States  of 
America. 


1862. 
Mar.     7 


Mar.     8 


Mar. 

12 

Mar. 

14 

Mar. 

22 

Mar. 

29 

Apr.    1 

Apr.     8 
..do.... 

Apr.     9 

Apr.  10 

Apr.  11 
Apr.  15 

Apr.   16 
..do.... 


Apr.  21 


May     1 


May     3 


.do. 


Transmits  report  of  Secretary  of  State  to  President, 
informing  him  that  3  French  war  steamers  have 
arrived  at  Hampton  Roads,  one  to  be  stationed  at 
Charleston  to  protect  the  French  consul  in  case  city 
is  attacked  by  United  States;  another  is  to  sail  to 
West  Indies;  the  third  to  be  used  to  convey  dis- 
patches between  ministers  of  France  and  England  at 
Washington  and  their  consuls  at  Confederate  States 
ports;  none  to  be  employed  in  exporting  cotton  or 
tobacco  from  Confederate  States. 

Proclamation  extending  martial  law  over  city  of 
Petersburg  and  adjoining  and  surounding  country 
to  distance  of  10  miles,  and  suspending  privilege  of 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  city  and  country  aforesaid. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Captain  Buchanan 
and  all  under  his  command,  for  victory  at  Hampton 
Roads. 

Proclamation  extending  martial  law  over  counties  of 
Elizabeth  City,  York,  Warwick,  Gloucester,  and 
Mathews  (hi  Virginia),  and  suspending  privilege  of 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  these  counties. 

Tenders  resignation  as  commissioner,  to  take  effect 
Mar.  22, 1862. 

Proclamation  extending  martial  law  over  counties  of 
Greenbrier,  Pocahontas,  Bath,  Alleghany,  Monroe, 
Raleigh,  Fayette,  Nicholas,  and  Randolph  (in  Vir- 
ginia), and  suspending  privilege  of  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  these  counties. 

Transmits  communication  of  Secretary  of  Navy  cover- 
ing information  sought  by  resolution  of  House  re- 
questing the  President  to  state  what  additional 
sums  of  money  are  necessary  to  Departments  of  War 
and  Navy  for  successful  prosecution  of  war. 

Announces  death  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston 


Proclamation  extending  martial  law  over  Department 
of  East  Tennessee,  under  command  of  Major-General 
E.  K.  Smith,  and  suspending  privilege  of  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  therein. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Thomas  J.  Jackson  and  officers  and  men  under  his 
command  for  victory  near  Kcrnstown,  Frederick 
County,  Va.,  Mar.  23, 1862. 

Transmits  letter  from  Secretary  of  Navy  giving  de- 
tailed report  of  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  at  Hampton 
Roads,  Mar.  8  and  9, 1862. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  patriotic  women  of 
the  Confederacy. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  General  G.  T. 
Beauregard  and  other  surviving  officers  and  privates 
of  Confederate  States  Army  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral A.  S.  Johnston.  Resolution  of  regret  for  death 
of  General  Johnston. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier-General 
H.  H.  Sibley  and  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand for  victories  in  New  Mexico. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  crews 
of  the  Patrick  Henry,  Jamestown.  Teaser,  and 
other  vessels  engaged  for  victory  on  waters  of  James 
River,  Mar.  8  and  9, 1862. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Maior-Generals 
Van  Dorn  and  Price  and  officers  and  soldiers  under 
their  command  in  battle  of  Elkhorn,  in  Arkansas. 
Resolution  of  grief  of  Congress  account  of  death  of 
General  McCul  loch  and  General  Mcintosh  in  battle. 

Proclamation  extending  martial  law  over  that  part  of 
South  Carolina  from  Santee  to  South  Edisto  rivers, 
under  command  of  Major-General  Pcmberton,  ana 
suspending  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  that  section. 

Proclamation  extending  martial  law  over  counties  of 
Lee,  Wise,  Buchanan,  McDowell,  and  Wyoming 
(in  Virginia),  under  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Humphrey  Marshall,  and  suspending  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  counties  aforesaid. 

Proclamation  inviting  the  people  to  unite  in  prayer  on 
Friday,  May  16, 1862. 
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Proclamations,   appointments,   etc.,  of  President  Davis,  February   12,   1861,  to 
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President  Davis  to  the  Army  of 
Richmond. 

President  Davis  to  the  Army  of 
Eastern  Virginia. 

President  Davis  to  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of 
Confederate  States. 

Confederate    States    Congress, 
resolution. 
Do 


Do. 


State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned. 


State  Department  to  Russian 
minister  of  foreign  affairs . 

President  Davis  to  Emperor  of 

Russia. 

State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

President  Davis  to  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents. 

State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

President  Davis  toall  concerned. 


Congress  of  Confederate  States. 


State   Department  to  all  con- 
cerned . 
President  Da  vis  t  o  all  concerned , 

State  Department  to  Spain's 
minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned . 

President  Davis  to  people  of 
Confederate  States. 

C  ongress  of  Confederate  States .. . 


Do. 


1862. 
June    2 


July     5 
Sept.    2 

Sept.    9 
Sept.  16 

Oct.     2 

Nov.  15 

Nov.  19 

...do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

Dec.   18 

Dec.  24 


1863. 
Feb.  25 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

2fi 

..do. 

..do. 

Apr. 

10 

May     1 


-do. 


Address  to  Army  of  Richmond  acknowledging  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  battles  of  May  31  and 
June  1, 1862. 

Address  to  Army  of  Eastern  Virginia  congratulating 
the  soldiers  on  the  series  of  brilliant  victories  lately 
won  and  thanking  them  for  heroic  service. 

Presents  to  Congress  two  dispatches  from  General 
Robert  E.  Lee,  commanding  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  communicating  result  of  operations  north 
of  the  Rappahannock.    Comments  on  above. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Captain  Raphael  Semmes,  and 
officers  and  crew  of  steamer  Sumter. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Commander  E. 
Farrand,  Captain  A.  Drcwry  and  officers  and  men 
under  their  command  in  engagement  May  15,  1862, 
at  Drewry's  Bluff. 

Resolution  oi  thanks  of  Congress  to  Lieutenant  Isaac 
N.  Brown  and  all  under  his  command,  for  skill  and 
gallantry,  July  15,  1862,  in  successful  engagement 
•  with  enemy's  fleet. 

Announces  appointment  of  Richard  Fitzpatrick  as 
commercial  agent  of  Confederate  States  at  Mala  moras 
in  State  of  Tamaulipas,  Mexico. 

Announces  appointment  of  Colonel  Lucius  Q.  C.  La- 
mar as  commissioner  of  Confederate  States  to  Em- 
pire of  Russia. 

Introduces  Colonel  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar,  commissioner 
of  Confederate  States  to  Russia,  to  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  Russia. 

Announces  appointment  of  Colonel  Lucius  Q .  C.  La- 
mar as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  Confederate  States  to  Russia. 

Passport  issued  toColoncl  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar,  special 
commissioner  of  Confederate  States  Government, 
proceeding  to  St.  Petersburg. 

Announces  appointment  of  AValker  Fearn  as  secretary 
of  legation  at  St.  Petersburg,  for  Confederate  States. 

Announces  appointment  of  Bernard  Avegno  as  com- 
mercial agent  of  Confederate  States  at  Vera  Cruz,  in 
Mexico. 

Proclamation  declaring  General  Benj.  F.  Butler, 
U.  S.  A.,  to  be  a  felon  deserving  of  capital  punish- 
ment, account  of  execution  of  Wm.  B.  Mumford,  cit- 
izen of  Confederate  States,  for  having  pulled  down 
United  States  nag  in  New  Orleans  before  its  occupa- 
tion by  United  States  forces  and  failure  of  United 
States  Government  to  answer  all  letters  on  the  sub- 
ject; orders  that  all  commissioned  officers  under  But- 
ler be  considered  as  robbers  and  criminals  deserving 
of  death;  also  orders  regarding  private  soldiers  of 
United  States  and  negro  slaves  captured  in  arms. 


Resolutions  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  General  J. 
Bankhead  Magruder,  Colonel  Thos.  Green,  Major 
Leon  Smith,  other  officers  and  Texan  Rangers  and 
soldiers  for  gallant  conduct  at  Galveston  Jan.  1, 1863. 

Announces  appointment  of  Robert  Dowling  as  com- 
mercial agent  of  Confederate  States  at  Cork,  Ireland 

Appointment  of  Hon.  John  Slidell  as  special  commis- 
sioner to  Spain. 

Introduces  John  Slidell,  speciaj  commissioner  of  Con- 
federate States,  to  minister  of  ioreign  affairs,  Spain 

Issues  passport  to  Hon.  John  Slidell,  special  commis- 
sioner of  Confederate  States  to  Spain. 

Calls  attention  of  people  of  Confederate  States  to  pres- 
ent condition  and  future  prospects  of  country,  and 
appeals  to  them  to  aid  in  production  of  food  etc 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Genera]  JohnH. 
Morgan,  officers  and  men,  for  heroic  services  in  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky  immediately  preceding  battles 
before  Murfreesboro. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier  General 
N.  B.  Forrest  and  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand for  gallantry,  etc.,  during  war,  especially  in 
capture  of  Murfreesboro,  July  13,  1802. 
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Proclamations,  appointments,  etc.,  of  President  Davis,  February  12,  1861,  to 
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Congress  of  Confederate  States. . 
Do 

1863. 
May  1 

do.  .. 

Do 

do 

Do 

...do 

President  Davis  to  people  of 
Confederate  States. 

President  Davis  to  people  of 

Confederate  States. 
Presidont  Daws  to  soldiers  of 

Confederate  States. 

July   15 

July  25 
Aug.    1 

President  Davis  to  A.  Dudley 

Mann. 
President  Davis  to  soldiers 


President    Davis    to    William 
Preston. 


President  Davis  to  all  concerned 


Sept.  24 
Oct.    14 


1864. 
Jan.     7 


.do... 


..do. 


President  Davis  to  Emperor  of 
Mexico. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned!... do  . 

Congress  ofConfederateStates.-i  Jan.     S 

President  Davis  to  James  M.  .  Jan.    18 


Mason. 

President  Davis  to  all  concerned 
State  Department 


State  Department  to  all  con- 
cerned. 
President  Davis  to  all  concerned 

Congress  of  Confederate  States. . 


...do... 
...do... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
Jan.   30 


Do ;  Feb.    3 


I 


1>0. 
Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 
Do. 


Feb.     6 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  General  G.  T. 
Beauregard  and  officers  and  men  for  defeat  of  iron- 
clad fleet  of  enemy  in  Charleston  Harbor,  Apr.  7, 1863. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  Oscar  M. 
Watkins  and  officers  and  men  under  his  command 
for  victory  over  naval  forces  of  United  States  at  Sa- 
bine Pass,  Jan.  21, 1863. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier-General 
Wheeler,  officers,  and  men  for  successful  attacks  up- 
on enemy's  gunboats  and  transports  in  Cumberland 
River. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  soldiers 
engaged  in  defense  of  Fort  McAllister,  Georgia,  Feb. 
1,  and  Mar.  3, 1863. 

Proclamation  calling  upon  all  white  men  of  Confeder- 
ate States,  between  ages  of  18  and  45  to  enroll  for  mil- 
itary service,  except  those  legally  exempt. 

Directs  that  Friday ,  Aug.  21 ,  1863,  be  set  apart  as  a  day 
of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer. 

Exhorts  the  men  already  in  service  to  continue  efforts 
for  victory  and  grants  a  general  pardon  and  amnesty 
to  all  officers  and  men  absent  without  leave  who 
shall  return  to  duty  within  20  days  after  first  publi- 
cation of  this  proclamation  in  the  Stato  in  which  the 
absentee  may  be,  excepting  those  twice  convicted  of 
desertion. 

Appoints  A.  Dudley  Mann  special  envoy  of  Confeder- 
ate States  to  the  Holy  See. 

Address  to  soldiers,  headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 
requesting  cooperation  and  thanking' them  for  serv- 


Appoints  Wm.  Preston  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Confederate  States  to 
Government  of  Mexico. 

Announces  appointment  of  William  Preston  as  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Con- 
federate States  to  Mexico. 

Notifies  Emperor  of  Mexico  of  appointment  of  Wm. 
Preston  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  Confederate  States  to  Mexico. 

Announces  appointment  of  Walker  Fearn  as  secretary 
of  legation  at  City  of  Mexico. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  General  Robt.  E. 
Lee  and  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command. 

Appoints  James  M.  Mason  as  commissioner  to  repre- 
sent Confederate  States  of  America  in  different  foreign 
nations  as  directed. 

Announces  appointment  of  James  M.  Mason  as  com- 
missioner of  Confederate  States  to  — . 

Introducing  James  M.  Mason,  commissioner  of  Con- 
federate States. 

Issues  passport  to  James  M.  Mason,  commissioner  of 
Confederate  States. 

Appointment  of  James  E.  Macfarland  as  secretary  of 
legation  to  Hon.  James  M.  Mason. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  Horos  von 
Borcke,  of  Prussia,  adjutant  and  inspector -general 
of  cavalry  corps  of  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  the  soldiers  of 
Tennessee,  under  command  of  General  Joseph  K. 
Johnston,  for  voluntarily  tendering  their  services  to 
the  country  during  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  North  Carolina  Brigade  for  re- 
enlistment  for  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  troops  from  State  of  Louisiana 
in  the  Army  of  Tennessee  who  bavo  volunteered  their 
services  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men 
of  Second  Florida  Regiment  for  reeulistment  at 
expiration  of  present  terra  of  service. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Alabama  troops, 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Cullen  A.  Battle, 
C.  S.  A.,  who  nave  reenlisted  for  the  period  of  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  troops 
under  Major-General  Rodes  for  patriotism  in  reen- 
listing  for  the  war. 
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Name. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Congress  of  Confederate  States. . 

Do 

Do 


1R64. 
Feb.    6 


Feb.     8 
..do... 


Do. 
Do. 


President  Davis  to  soldiers  of 

armies  of  Confederate  States. 

Congress  ot  Confederate  States. . 


..do... 
Feb.    9 


Feb.  10 
Feb.  13 


Do 

...do... 

Do 

Feb.   15. 
..do     .. 

Do 

Do 

..  do     .. 

Do 

..do     .. 

Do 

..  do     .. 

Do 

...do     .. 

Do 

..  do     .. 

Do 

..  do     .. 

Do 

..  do 

Do 

..  do 

Do 

..  do 

Do 

Do 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


..do 

Feb.  16 
.-do.... 
...do 


Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  North  Carolina 
troops  under  Brigadier-General  S.  D.  Ramseur  for 
reenlisting. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Colonel  Thomas  G . 
Lamar  and  officers  and  men  engaged  in  successful 
defense  ol  Secessionville,  Juno  16, 1862. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Captain  Odium, 
Lieutenant  Richard  Dowling,  and  the  41  men  com- 
posing the  Davis  Guards  for  defense  of  Sabine  Pass, 
Tex. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  General  G .  T. 
Beauregard  and  officers  and  men  of  his  command  for 
defense  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Patrick  R.  Cleburne  and  officers  and  men  under  his 
command  for  victory  at  Ringgold  Gap,  Ga.,  Nov. 
27, 1863. 

Address  to  soldiers  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men  of 
Tenth  Mississippi  Regiment  for  reenlistment  for  the 
war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  members  of 
McClung's  Battery  for  reenlisting  during  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men 
commanded  by  Major  Francis  W.  Smith  for  reenlist- 
ing for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men  of 
Twenty-eighth  and  Thirteenth  Regiments  of  North 
Carolina  troops  who  have  revolunteered  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  ollicers  and  men  of 
Third  Georgia  Regiment  for  reenlistment  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men  of 
Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Virginia  Infantry  for  re- 
enlistment for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Hart's  battery, 
Hampton's  legion,  South  Carolina  volunteers,  who 
have  reenlisted  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men  of 
Forty-sixth  and  Fifty-fifth  Regiments  of  Tennessee 
volunteers  for  reenlisting  for  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men  of 
Sixteenth  Regiment  of  Mississippi  troops,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  Samuel  E.  Baker,  for  reenlistment. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  the  various  bri- 
gades and  regiments  of  veteran  troops  from  Alabama 
for  reenlistment. 

Resolution  of  thanksof  Congress  to  Seventh  and  Twelfth 
Regiments  Virginia  Cavalry  for  reenlisting  for  the 
war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  troops  of  Lomax  's 
cavalry  brigade  for  reenlisting  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  troops  in  Provi- 
sional Army  of  Confederate  States  from  State  of 
Georgia  for  reenlisting  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men  of 
Sixty-first-  Virginia  Regiment  of  Infantry  and  Fifth 
Virginia  Regiment  of  Cavalry  for  reenlisting  for  the 
war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Commander  John 
Taylor  Wood  and  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand for  capture  of  following  U.  S.  ships:  "El- 
more," "Alleghani.in,"  gunboats  "Satellite"  and 
"Reliance,"  transport  schooners  "Golden  Rod," 
"Coquette,"  ind  "Two  Brothers, "  gunboat "  Under- 
writer," with  officers  and  crews  of  vessels  as 
prisoners. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Fifteenth,  Twenty- 
seventh;  and  Thirtieth  Regiments  of  North  Carolina 
for  patriotism  in  reenlisting. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  enlisted  men  of 
Douglas's  (Texas)  battery  for  patriotism  in  reenlist- 
ing. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  tendered  to  Fifteenth 
and  Twenty-seventh  Regiments  of  North  Carolina 
troops,  Cooke's  brigade,  for  reenlistment. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Ninth  Regiment 
Alabama  Volunteers  for  reenlistment. 
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Proclamations,  appointments,  etc.,  of  President  Davis,  February  12,  1861,  to 
January  28,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Date. 

Congress  of  Confederate  States . . 

180-1 
Feb.  17. 

Do 

Do 

..  do  .... 

Do 

...do 

Do 

..  do     .j 

Do 

| 
...do 1 

Do 

'..  do     .J 

Do 

..do     .. 

Do 

...do 

Do 

...(1o.... 

President  Davis,  proclamation. . 

Mar.  12 

President  Davis  to  Right  Rev. 

P.N.  Lynch. 
President  Davis  to  all  concerned . 

Apr.     4 
...do... 

Secretary  of  State  to  Cardinal 

Antonelli. 
Secretary  of  State  to  all  concerned 

...do.-.. 
...do.... 

President  Davis  to  Hon.  Jacob 
Thompson. 

Apr.  27 

President  Davis  to  Hon.  C.  C. 
Clay,  jr. 

...do."... 

Confederate  States  Congress 

May   17 

...do.... 

...do 

...do.... 

Do                  

May   23 

Subject. 


Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  General  E.  Kirby 
Smith  for  victory  in  battle  of  Richmond,  Ky.,  Aug. 
30, 1862,  and  to  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand, especially  to  General  Churchill,  General 
Cleburne,  and  Colonel  Preston  Smith. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congresss  to  Poague's  artillery 
battalion,  Third  Army  Corps,  Northern  Virginia,  for 
reenlisting  to  serve  during  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  officers  and  men  of 
the  Thirty-ninth  [Seventh]  Mississippi  Regimont  for 
patriotic  decision  to  remain  in  service  for  the  war. 

Resolution  ofthanks  of  Congress  to  olficers  and  men  of 
Thirty-seventh  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  troops 
for  revolunteering  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  enlisted  men  of 
Surry  Light  Artillery,  Captain  J.  D.  Harkins,  for  re- 
enlistment. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Pee  Dee  Artillery 
of  South  Carolina  Volunteers  for  reenlisting  for  the 
war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Orr's  Rifles,  the 
First,  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ments, South  Carolina  Volunteers,  composing  Mc- 
Gowan's  Brigade,  for  reenlistmcnt. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  General  N.  B. 
Fori  est  and  olficers  and  men  of  his  command  for  gal- 
lant conduct  at  Rome,  Ga.,  Chiekamauga,  and  West 
Tennessee. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral Jas.  Longstreet  and  officers  and  men  of  his  com- 
mand for  patriotic  services. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General 
J.  E.  B.  Stuart  and  officers  and  men  of  his  command 
for  distinguished  gallantry  and  skill  during  war. 

Proclamation  setting  apart  Friday,  Apr.  8, 1864,  as  a 
day  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer. 

Appoints  P.  N .  Lynch  as  special  commissioner  of  Con- 
federate States  to  States  of  the  Church. 

Announces  appointment  of  Right  Rev.  P.  N.  Lynch, 
as  special  commisisoner  of  Confederate  States  to  the 
States  of  the  Church. 

Introduces  Right  Rev.  P.  N.  Lynch,  special  commis- 
sioner of  Confederate  States  to  States  of  the  Church. 

Issues  passport  to  Right  Rev.  P.  N.  Lynch,  special 
commissioner  of  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 
the  States  of  the  Church. 

Directs  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson  to  proceed  to  Canada 
to  carry  out  instructions  received  verbally  from 
President  Davis. 

Directs  Hon.  C.  C.  Clay,  jr.,  to  proceed  to  Canada  to 
carry  out  such  instructions  as  have  been  received 
from  President  Davis  verbally. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Thirty-fourth  and 
Thirty-eighth  Regiments  of  North  Carolina  troops 
for  reenlistment  for  the  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Texas  Brigade, 
composed  of  First,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Texas  and 
Third  Arkansas  Regiments  for  patriotic  conduct  in 
reenlisting  for  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Robert  F.  Hoke  and  Commander  James  W.  Cooke, 
and  officers  and  men  under  their  commands,  for 
brilliant  victory  at  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier-General 
Joseph  Finegan,  and  olficers  and  men  of  his  com- 
mand, for  skill  and  gallantry  in  victory  of  Ocean 
Pond,  Fla.,  Feb.  20, 1K64. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier-General 
F.  M.  Cockroll,  and  officers  and  soldiers  composing 
First,  Second.  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Regi- 
ments of  Missouri  Infantry;  First,  Second,  and 
Third  Regiments  of  Missouri  Cavalry,  the  batteries 
of  Bledsoe,  Landis,  Guibor,  Walsh,  Dawson,  and 
Barrett,  and  Woodson's  detached  company,  all  in 
service  of  Confederacy  east  of  the  Mississippi,  for 
reenlistment  for  forty  years  if  necessary. 
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Proclamations,  appointments,  etc.,  of  President  Savis,   February  12,   1861,   to 
January  28,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Confederate  States  Congress... 

Secretary  of  State  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Confederate  States  Congress 

Do 


1864. 
May    23 


May   30 


June    4 


June  10 


Secretary  of  State  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

President  Davis,  proclamation. 

Do 


President  Davis  to  Confederate 
States  Congress. 


President   Lincoln    to    F.    P. 
Blair. 


Prosident  Davis,  proclamation. 


President  Davis  to  Hon.  E.  M. 
T.  Hunter. 

(Same  to  Hon.  A.  H.  Steph- 
ens and  Hen.  J.  A.Campbell.) 


Oct. 

26 

Dec. 

24 

Nov 

7 

1865. 
Jan.    18 

Jan. 

23 

Jan. 

28 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  N . 
B.  Forrest  and  officers  ana  men  of  his  command  for 
successful  campaign  in  Mississippi,  West  Tennessee, 
and  Kentucky. 

Announces  Appointment  of  Emile  La  Sere,  of  Loui- 
siana, as  commercial  agent  of  Confederate  States  of 
America  at  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Ninth  Regiment 
of  Texas  Infantry  for  patriot  ic  cond  net  in  reenlisl ing 
to  end  of  war. 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-Ceneral 
Richard  Taylor,  and  officers  and  men  of  his  com- 
mand, for  successes  in  Louisiana  during  past  year. 

Announces  appointment  of  Norman  S.  Walker  as  com- 
merciul  agent  of  Confederate  States  of  America  at 
St.  George's,  Bermuda. 

Proclamation  Appointing  Wednesday,  Nov.  16, 1864, 
as  a  day  for  public  worship. 

Proclamation  regarding  arrest  of  Acting  Master  Ben- 
nett G.  Burley,  C.  S.  Navy,  in  one  of  the  British 
North  American  Provinces  on  application  made  by 
TJ.  S.  Government,  etc. 

Annual  message 


Refers  to  President  Davis's  letter  of  Jan.  12, 1S65,  to 
F.  P.  Blair,  and  states  readiness  to  receive  any  agent 
sent  by  President  Davis  or  other  influential  person 
of  Confederate  States,  with  view  of  securing  peace. 

Proclamation  appointing  Friday,  Mar.  10,  1865,  as  a 
day  of  publiciasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer  (with 
thanksgiving). 

Directs  Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  to  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton City  for  conference  with  President  Lincoln 
upon  issues  involved  in  existing  war. 
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State  Department  correspondence  with  diplomatic  agents,  etc.   (1861). 


State  Department  to  Wm.  L. 
Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A. 
Dudley  Mann. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


1861. 
Mar.  16 


.do. 


Apr.     2 
(No.  1.) 


Apr.   24 
(No.  2.) 


Notifies  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost, and  A.  Dud- 
ley Mann  of  their  appointment  as  special  commis- 
sioners to  Europe,  and  gives  directions  regarding 
discharge  of  duties  as  such. 

Transmits  papers,  documents,  and  books  to  above 
commissioners  as  follows:  Inciters  of  introduction, 
passports,  laws  of  United  States,  Wheaton's  Inter- 
national Law,  and  sample  of  dispatch  paper.  St  atcs 
amount  of  salary  of  each  commissioner  and  gives 
directions  concerning  contingent  expenses,  ef.c. 
transmitting  information  to  Confederate  States  Gov- 
ernment, the  drawing  up  of  treaties,  etc. 

Notifies  abovccommissioners  of  ratification  of  constitu- 
tion of  Confederate  States  by  Alabama,  Georgia 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Texas.  South  Carolina 
and  Florida  are  expected  to  ratifv  at  an  early  date 

Announces  beginning  of  hostilities  between  Confed- 
erate States  and  United  States  Governments;  gives 
details  of  taking  of  Fort  Sumter,  followed  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  proclamation  of  war,  Apr  15  1561 
calling  out  an  army  of  75,000  men  to  in  vade  the  Con- 
federate States  and  capture  their  forts;  announces 
proclamation  of  ('resident  of  Confederate  States  of 
Apr.  17,  1852,  inviting  application  for  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal;  directscommissioncrstoassure 
all  powers  with  which  they  arc  in  communication 
that  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent  interference 
■withncutral  commerce.  Instructs  commissioners  to 
read  this  dispatch  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  afiairs 
of  governments  to  which  accredited. 
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Stato  Department  to  Wm.  L. 
Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Host,  A. 
Dudley  Mann. 


State  Department,  Assistant 
Secretary,  to  Wm.  L.  Yancey, 
Piorro  A.  Rost,  A.   Dudley 

Mann. 


Stale  Department  to  John  T. 

Pickett. 

Do 


State  Department  to  Wm.  L. 
Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A. 
Dudley  Mann. 


Wm.  L.  Yancey  and  A.  Dudley 
Mann  to  Secretary  of  State. 


State   Department,   Secretary, 
to  J.  A.  Quintoro. 


State  Department,  Secretary, 
to  governor  and  commander- 
in-chief  of  Mexican  Province 
of  New  Leon. 

State  Department,  Assistant 
Secretary ,  to  disbursing  clerk. 

State  Department,  Secretary, 
to  William  L.  Yancey,  Pierre 
A.  Rost,  and  A.  Dudley 
Maim. 


Messrs.    Yancey,    Rost.    and 
Mann  to  Secretary  of  State. 


W.  L.  Yancey  and  Pierre  A. 
Kost  to  Statb  Department. 


1861. 
Apr.  2(i 
(No.  3.) 


Apr.  29 
(No.  4.1 


May 

17 

May 

IS 

Mav 

(No. 

18 
5.) 

May  21 

(No.  1.) 


May  22 


May   22 


..do... 

May  24 

(No.  6.) 


June     1 

(No.  2.) 


June  10 


Roqucsts  alteration  in  dispatch  No.  2  to  read:  "Nearly 
double  the  amount  of  the  subscription  invited  for  the 
loan  which  this  Government  was  authorized  by 
Congress  to  contract  has  been  promptly  subscribed, 
etc." 

Sends  to  commissioners  copy  of  President's  message  to 
Congress  which  met  in  extra  session  Apr.  29  at  12 
o'clock.  Bequests  aid  of  commissioners  for  Captain 
Caleb  Huscr  Confederate  States  Army,  who  has  been 
sent  to  Europe  on  special  service  by  Secretary  of  War. 
Transmits  package  of  letters  for  Captain  Huse.  Re- 
quests delivery. 

Notifies  J.  T.  Pickett  of  his  appointment  as  agent  of 
Confederate  States  to  Government  of  Mexico.  In- 
structions relating  to  duties  enclosed . 

Notifies  J.  T.  Pickett  of  his  salary,  and  gives  instruc- 
tions regarding  contingent  expenses,  official  com- 
munications and  conversations,  public  papers, 
accounts,  vouchers,  etc. 

Informs  commissioners  of  law  passed  by  Congress,  ap- 

S roved  May  6,  1861,  recognizing  existence  of  war 
etween  United  States  and  Confederate  States  and 
authorizing  the  President  to  use  land  and  naval  force 
of  Confederate  States  to  meet  the  war,  and  to  issue 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  vessels  and 
properly  of  United  States  and  its  citizens.  Com- 
missioners authorized  to  receive  applications  and 
grant  commissions  for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal. 
Instructions  given  regarding  issuance  of  above. 
Mentions  States  which  have  already  become  a  part 
of  the  Confederacy.  Comments  on  motives  actuat- 
ing United  States  to  attempt  subjugation  of  South  by 
arms.  Explains  attitude  of  Confederate  States  and 
encloses  copies  of  correspondence  to  and  from  United 
States  through  intermediary,  Hon.  John  A.  Camp- 
bell; copy  of  tariff  adopted  by  Confederate  States 
Congress,  May  17,  1801;  and  copies  of  dispatches  of 
Secretary  of  Treasury  to  collectors  of  customs,  pro- 
hibiting the  seizure  of  merchant  vessels  of  enemy 
prior  to  declaration  of  war. 

Reports  to  Secretary  of  State  results  of  interview  with 
Great  Britain's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Rost  with  Count  dc  Moray,  the  con- 
fidential friend  of  the  Emperor  of  France.  Are  of  the 
opinion  that  neither  England  nor  France  will  recog- 
nize independence  of  Confederal n  States  at  present, 
but  both  powers  will  act  favorably  toward  Confed- 
erate States  upon  first  decided  success  obtained  by 
Confederate  States. 

Transmits  letter  of  introduction  to  Governor  Vidaurri. 
Advises  Mr.  Quintero  of  principal  object  of  his  mis- 
sion, and  encloses  $300  for  six  weeks'  salary,  within 
which  time  it  iscxpectod  that  he  will  have  discharged 
his  trust. 

Introduces  J.  A.  Quintero,  special  messenger  of  Con- 
federate States  to  New  Leon,  to  General  Vidaurri, 
governor  and  coramandcr-in  chief  of  Mexican  Prov- 
ince of  New  Leon.  Explains  object  of  Confederate 
States  in  sending  special  message. 

Instructs  disbursing  clerk  to  order  draft  prepared  for 
advance  on  account  of  salary  oPJ.  A.  Quintero,  $3iW. 

Informs  commissioners  that  Congress  will  meet  at  city 
of  Richmond,  July  20,1861;  President  will  assume 
chief  direction  of  military  operations  in  the  field  and 
will  proceed  to  Virginia  for  that  purpose,  executive 
Departments  of  Government  accompanying  him; 
and  that  North  Carolina,  May  21, 1861,  adopted  tho 
Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Recapitulates  contents  of  letter  of  May  21.  It  is  still 
believed  that  Great  Britain  will  not  recognize  inde- 
pendence of  Confederate  States  until  decided  ad- 
vantage is  gained  by  them  or  necessity  for  having 
cotton  becomes  urgent.  All  concur  in  opinion  that 
France  does  not  wish  to  recognize  them  yet.  Com- 
mission suggests  that  letters  of  credence  from  the 
President  to  tho  Queen  of  Spain  be  sent  them. 

Motion  made  in  House  of  Commons  (by  Mr.  Gregory) 
that  independence  of  Confederate  States  be  recog- 
nized by  England  was  withdrawn  for  reason  that 
parties  would  form  upon  it  and  prevent  Government 
from  acting  impartially  when  proper  moment  for 
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W.  L.  Yancey  and  Pierre  A. 
Host  to  State  Department. 


William  L.  Yancey  and  A. 
Dudley  Mann,  to  Secretary 
of  State. 


State   Department,  Secretary, 
to  Charles  J.  Helm. 


John  T.  Pickett  to  Secretary 
of  Stale. 


State  Department,  Secretary, 
to  Messrs,  Yancey,  Host,  and 
Mann ,  commissioners. 

Messrs.  Yancey  and  Mann  to 
Secretary  of  State. 


William     Henry     Trcscot    to 
Secretary  of  State. 


1861. 
June  10 


July  15 
(No.  3.) 


July  22 


July  28 


July   29 
(No.  7.) 


Aug.    1 
(No.  4.) 


Aug.     3 


A .  Dudley  Mann ,  commissioner, 
to  Secretary  of  State. 


Do. 


Justice  Department,  J.  P.  Ben- 
jamin, to  State  Department, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

State  Department,  Assistant 
Secretary,  to  P.  H.  Oliver, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

State  Department,  Secretary, 
to  W.  W.  Gwathmey,  Savan- 
nah. 


State  Department,   Secretary, 
to  War  Department,  Secretary 


..do.. 


.do.. 


Aug.    3 

Aug.    5 
...do 

Aug.    7 


action  should  arise.  Commission  is  of  opinion  that 
England  and  France  will  observe  neutrality.  Men- 
tions arrival  in  London  of  Lieutenant  Bulloch  on 
4th  instant. 

Announces  arrival  of  Lieutenants  North  and  Bulloch , 
and  Captain  Huso.  Gives  report  of  Mr.  Rost's 
interview  with  Mr.  Thou venel,  French  minister  for 
foreign  affairs.  Commission  is  of  opinion  that 
Spain,  Belgium,  and  Denmark  are  in  favor  of  inde- 
pendence for  Confederate  States,  but  in  deference 
to  France  and  England  will  not  take  initiative. 
Comments  on  public  opinion  in  England  and  con- 
siders under  present  conditions  commission  should 
not  issue  letters  of  marque  until  advised  of  change 
in  disposition  of  British  Government.  Suggests,  to 
facilitate  sending  and  receiving  dispatches,  Con- 
federate States  Government  employ  a  resident  agent 
upon  its  frontiers  and  another  at  some  point  in 
Canada. 

Notifies  Mr.  Helm  of  his  appointment  as  special  agent 
of  Confederate  States  in  Spanish,  British,  and  Dan- 
ish islands  of  the  West  Indies;  encloses  commission 
letter  of  introduction  to  Captain-General  of  Cuba, 
and  special  passport  for  self  and  family.  Gives  in- 
structions relating  to  duties. 

Has  established  friendly  relations  with  Mr.  de  Zaina- 
cona,  new  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  Work  re- 
tarded by  condition  of  Government  (a  new  revolu- 
tion impending).  Next  report  will  contain  detailed 
account  of  progress. 

Announces  victory  of  Confederate  States'  forces  at 
Manassas  July  21,  1861.  Gives  account  of  battle. 
Mentions  status  of  different  Southern  States  in  Con- 
federacy. 

Report  that  since  last  dispatch  of  July  15  nothing  has 
occurred  in  England  or  France  to  alter  views  therein 
cxprosscd.  Commission  is  in  need  of  contingent 
funds.  Confidence  is  expressed  that  England  and 
France's  recognition  of  Confederate  States  depends 
upon  military  success  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Reports  recent  communication  with  consuls  of  Eng- 
land and  France  at  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  concerning 
communication  between  Confederate  States  and 
above  countries;  views  of  President  of  Confederate 
States  regarding  exclusion  of  Confederate  States 

Erizcs  from  ports  of  France  and  England;  blockade 
y  United  States.  Transmits  information  concern- 
ing the  French  consul,  Mr.  St.  Andre ,  his  applica- 
tion for  exequatur,  etc.  It  was  suggested  at  abovo 
conference,  history  of  blockade  at  each  port  bo 
embodied  in  a  dispatch  to  Confederate  States'  com- 
missioners and  same  forwarded  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

Describes  plans  of  United  States  to  borrow  {100,000,000 
in  Europe.  Commission  will  try  to  defeat  project. 
No  information  yet  received  by  commission  as  to  a 
battle  at  Manassas  Junction.  Makes  suggestions 
relating  to  the  sending  of  dispatches  from  Confed- 
erate States  Government  to  commissioners  at  Lon- 
don. 

Enclosure  to  above:  New  York  Herald  of  July  20  con- 
tained extracts  from  New  Orleans  Truo  Dolta  which 
are  very  hurtful  to  cause  of  Confederate  States 
They  should  be  silenced. 

Returns  Mr.  Sullivan's  letter,  requesting  parol  proof 
to  aid  counsel  charged  with  defense  of  captain  and 
crew  of  the  Savannah,  and  states  that  Department 
of  Justico  has  no  means  of  furnishing  it. 

Letter  introducing  Mr.  W.  W.  Gwathmey,  confidential 
agent  of  Confederate  States. 

Instructs  Mr.  Gwathmey  to  proceed  to  Louisville,  Ky 
and  put  himself  in  communication  with  Mr.  P.  H 
Oliver,  of  Savannah,  for  information  regarding  pur- 
chaseof  arms  and  ammunition,  etc.  Encloses  bills  of 
exchange  on  England  for  110 ,000.  Gives  directions 
concerning  purchase  and  delivery  of  above  articles 
and  list  ofsame  desired. 

States  that  Mr.  Albert  Pike,  of  Arkansas,  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  as  commissioner  to  Indian 
tribes  west  of  Arkansas  and  south  of  Kansas.  Ex- 
penses are  payable  by  War  Department  from  appro- 
priation for  service  of  the  Indian  Bureau. 
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Wm.  L.  Yancey,  P.  A.  Host, 
and  A.  Dudley  Mann  to  State 
Department,  Secretary. 


State  Department,  Assistant 
Secretary,  to  consul  of  Spain, 
Norfolk. 


Stat  e  Department,  Assistant 
Secretary,  to  R.  T.  Walker, 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Walker  Fcarn,  London,  to  State 
Department,  Secretary. 


State  Department  to    W.  W. 

Uwathmey. 

Russell.  Earl,  her  Britannic  Maj- 
esty's secretary  of  state,  to 
Commissioners  Yancey,  Rost, 
and  Mann. 

State  Department  to  Messrs. 
Yancey,  Rost,  and  Mann. 


Do. 


1861. 
Aug.     7 
(No.  5.) 


Aug.     8 


Aug.  10 


Aug.  14 

(No.  6.) 


Aug.  1G 
Aug.  24 


Aug.  24 
(No.  8) 


Aug.  24 
(No.  9.) 


Notifies  State  Department  that  English  Parliament 
was  prorogued  Aug.  (i,  and  quotes  Queen's  speech  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  England,  in  common  with  the 
otherpowers  of  Europe,  will  preserve  strict  neutrality 
between  contending  parties.  Commission,  after 
learning  of  great  victory  at  Bull  Run,  July  10 and  21, 
requested  an  interview  with  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs.  No  reply  yet  received.  Believes 
that,  for  a  time  England  will  not  acknowledge  inde- 
pendence of  Confederate  States.  Commission  has 
received  no  acknowledgment  of  dispatches  which  it 
has  sent  and  has  no  funds  to  organize  means  of  for- 
warding dispatches.  Requests  instruction  in  case 
British  Government  does  not  receive  commissioners 
officially.  Later:  An  answer  has  been  received  to  re- 
quest for  interview, signed  "Karl  Russell," desiring 
that  commission  put  in  writing  communication  they 
wish  to  make.    This  shall  be  done. 

Confederate  States  Government  is  unable  to  comply 
with  consul's  request  to  aid  a  Spanish  gent  leman  who 
was  a  passenger  on  board  brig  B.  T.  Martin,  en  route 
to  Cardenas,  in  obtaining  permission  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia. 

R.  T.  Walker's  vessel  can  obtain  commission  from  Con- 
federate commissioners  in  London. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  written  by  Confederate  States 
commissioners  to  Earl  Russell,  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  Great  Britain.  Above  note  contains 
explanation  of  events  which  led  to  hostilities  be- 
tween Confederate  States  and  United  Stales;  a  pro- 
test against  rule  forbidding  entry  with  prizes  into 
British  ports  showing  hardship  to  Confederate  States 
G  overnmeut,  which  began  its  career  without  a  navy, 
its  officers  having  honorably  delivered  their  ships  to 
United  States.  This  rule  being  a  practical  protection 
to  commerce  and  ships  of  United  States;  urges  recog- 
nition of  Confederate  States  Government  by  Great 
Britain;  explains  ability  of  Confederate  States  Gov- 
ernment to  maintain  itself;  callsattcntion  to  fact  that 
forces  of  United  States  Government  have  been  driven 
from  a  fortress  on  the  Atlantic  and  from  several  forts 
on  the  western  frontier  and  are  una) tie  to  advance 
more  than  5  miles  inl  o  Confederate  States  territory; 
mentions  defeat  of  United  States  forces  at  battle  of 
I  lull  It  un,  and  calls  attention  to  beginning  of  offensive 
movements  of  Confederate  States  forces;  calls  atten- 
tion to  value  of  cotton  crop  which  will  be  ready  for 
market  but  can  not  be  delivered  at  wharves  of  Con- 
federate States  until  blockade  is  raised;  states  claim 
Confederal  e  States  Government  has  to  recognition  as 
a  government  de  facto;  ability  to  maintain  its  posi- 
tion; that  policy  of  United  States  Government  is  not 
to  free  slaves  but  to  control  their  labor;  authors  of 
Declaration  of  Independence  made  no  objection  to 
slavery.  Appends  statistical  tables,  census  of  1850, 
giving  resources  of  Confederate  States  and  United 
States  which  proves  great  value  of  Confederate  States 
resources  and  exports. 

Authorization  to  purchase  navy  pistols  at  $38  tele- 

fraphed  this  day.  Drafts  amounting  to  .£2,000  have 
een  sent.    Acknowledgment  requested. 

Acknowledgment  of  commissioners'  letter  of  Aug.  14, 
1861,  in  behalf  of  Confederate  States  of  America. 
Iler  Majesty  has  declared  strict  neutrality  toward 
Confederate  States  and  United  Stales  and  will  per- 
form duties  which  belong  to  a  neutral. 

Encloses  reports  to  Secretary  of  Treasury  by  collectors 
of  customs  at  ports  of  Charleston,  Savannah,  Wil- 
mington, and  Pcusacola,  giving  data  re  vessels  which 
have  entered  and  cleared  said  ports  since  President 
of  United  States  declared  them  blockaded.  Above 
facts  arc  to  be  communicated  to  Government  to  which 
commissioners  are  accredited.  Transmits  copy  of 
resolutions  adopted  by  Confederate  States  Congress 
and  approved  by  the  President  Aug.  13, 1801,  defining 
position  of  Confederate  States  in  respect  to  certain 
points  of  maritime  law. 

Letters  of  credence  and  introduction  transmitted  to 
Wm.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A,  Host,  and  A.  Dudley 
Mann,  commissioners. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Subject. 


Page. 


State  Department  to  Messrs. 
Yancey,  Rost,  and  Mann. 


State  Department  to  Chief  of 
Ord nance ,  War  Department . 


Do. 


State    Department   to   J.    A. 
IJuintcro. 


1861. 
Aug.  24 


Aug.  29 

Sept.    2 
Sept.    3 


Stato  Department,  Secretary, 
to  War  Department,  Secre- 
tary. 


Bonwell    Bach    to    President 

Davis. 


Sept.    4 


Sept.  19 


State    Department    to    Hon. 
James  M.  Mason. 


Sept.  23 


State  Department  to  Hon.  John 

Slidcil. 


State  Department,  Secretary, 
to  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  commis- 
sioner Confederate  States. 


State  Department,  Secretary, 
to  A.  Dudley  Mann,  commis- 
sioner Confederate  States. 


..do 


Sept.  23 
(No.  10.) 


Sept.  23 
(No.  11.) 


Notifies  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Host ,  and  A.  Dud- 
ley Mann  of  their  appointment  as  special  commis- 
sioners to  Spain  and  gives  directions  regarding  duties; 
sends  letters  of  credence  and  introduction;  gives  sum- 
mary of  views  commissioners  are  to  present  to  Spain 
regarding  position  of  Confederate  States  Government 
and  its  claim  for  recognition. 

Supplies  of  copper,  lead,  and  powder  can  be  obtained 
by  Confederate  States  Government  from  New  Leon, 
Mexico,  and  delivered  at  Roma,  Tex.  States  prices 
and  inquires  if  War  Department  desires  State  De- 
partment's agent  to  procure  any;  if  so,  upon  what 
terms. 

Requests  official  letter  from  Secretary  of  War  giving 
detailed  data  as  to  articles  required,  amount,  de- 
livery, prices,  and  terms  of  payment.  Agent  leaves 
Richmond  Sept.  3;  early  reply  requested. 

Notifies  J.  A.  Quintero  of  his  appointment  as  confi- 
dential agent  of  Confederate  States  Government  in 
northeastern  Mexico,  and  gives  instructions  regard- 
ing duties  required,  especially  requesting  prompt 
attention  as  to  possibility  ol  purchasing  smal  1  arms, 
powder,  lead,  sulphur,  and  saltpeter,  etc. ;  author- 
izes him  to  contract  for  500  tons  lead  and  200,000 
pounds  powder,  giving  prices,  and  inclosing  detailed 
order  from  War  Department.  States  salary ,  and 
incloses  letter  from  Secretary  of  State  to  Governor 
Vidaurri,  governor  of  New  Leon  and  Coabuila,  da  ted 
Sept.  3, 1801 ;  introducing  Mr.  Quintero,  and  assuring 
Governor  Vidaurri  of  the  desire  of  Confederate  States 
Government  to  maintain  friendly  and  commercial 
relations  with  Mexican  people. 

F.  G.  Hammond,  Company  A,  Louisiana  Volunteers, 
has  plan  which  be  proposes  to  submit  by  which  dis- 
patches may  be  securely  sent  to  Europe.  Requests 
that  Mr.  Hammond  be  given  authority  to  report  to 
State  Department. 

Informs  President  Davis  that  orders  have  been  given 
by  Spanish  Government  to  clear  all  vessels  under 
Confederate  flag  to  the  different  Spanish  ports. 
Spanish  consul  has  intimated  that  alctter  of  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  for  friendly 
stand  be  has  taken  toward  Southern  Confederacy 
would  be  appreciated.  Appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  Court  of  Spain  would  also  be  gratifying  to 
his  Government.  Suggests  appointment  of  Mr. 
Henry  de  Butts  Norris,  who  is  now  in  Havana,  as 
commercial  agent  at  Havana,  and  the  necessity  of 
immediate  appointment.  States  that  Mr.  Chatard 
will  proceed  to  Richmond  with  verbal  message  from 
captain-general. 

Directs  Hon.  James  M.  Mason  to  proceed  to  London 
and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  present  claims  of  Con- 
federate States  Government  to  recognition,  explain- 
ing true  position  in  regard  to  withdrawals  its  States 
from  Union,  protesting  against  blockade,  which,  if 
not  effectual,  should  not  be  binding;  explain  value 
to  other  countries  of  large  supply  of  cotton  produced 
in  Confederate  States,  and  injury  worked  against 
countries  which  import  and  manufacture  it  by  a  war 
which  closes  up  supply.  Gives  general  directions  as 
to  course  to  be  pursued  as  envoy  extraordinary  when 
diplomatic  relations  are  established  between  Con- 
federate States  and  United  States. 

Directs  Hon.  John  Slide  11  to  proceed  to  France  with 
letters  of  credence,  present  claims  of  Confederate 
States  to  recognition  as  an  independent  people;  their 
natural  resources,  military  and  naval  strength;  ad- 
vantages to  France  to  trade  with  them;  protest 
against  continuance  of  blockade,  etc.,  as  in  instruc- 
tion to  Hon.  James  M.  Mason  in  letter  of  Sept.  23. 

Mr.  Williams,  late  U.  S.  minister  to  Constantinople, 
hasinformed  State  Department  of  Mr.  Yancey's  de- 
sire to  resign  as  commissioner  of  Confederate  States. 
President  accepts  resignation  but  dosires  Mr.  Yancey 
in  case  of  change  in  determination,  to  continue  his 
service. 

President  Davis  has  resolved  to  disunite  commission 
of  Confederate  States  in  Europe  and  send  separate 
commissioners  to  principal  Governments  there.  Mr. 
Mann  is  to  represent  Confederate  States  in  Belgium. 
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State  Department,  Secretary, 
to  A.  Dudley  Mann,  Com- 
missioner Confederates  tates. 


State  Department,  Assistant 
Secretary,  to  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General  Cooper, 
C.S.  Army. 

Chas.  J.  Helm  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


W.  H.  Trcscot.  Charleston,  S. 
C,  to  State  Department,  Sec- 
retary. 

Messrs."  Slidell  and  Mason  to 
State  Department. 


Do. 


1861. 
Sept.  23 
(No.  11) 


Sept.  27 


Sept.  30 
(No.  1.) 


State  Department  to  Mason  and 
Slidell. 

James  M.  Mason  to  State  De- 
partment. 


Wm.    I>.  Yancey  and    P.   A. 

Ros  t ,  commissioners,  to  State 
Department. 


James  M.  Mason  to  State  De- 
partment. 


State  Department  to  Mr.  A.  C. 
Stockbridgc. 

J.  M.  Mason  and  J.  Slidell  to 
State  Department. 

Wm.  Henry  Trescot,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

Chief  of  Ordnance, War  Depart- 
ment, to  James  M.  Mason. 


Oct. 

1 

Oct. 

3 

Oct. 

4 

Oct. 

5 

.do.. 


Oct.     5 

(No.  8.) 


Oct.  » 

Oct.  10 

Oct.  11 

Oct.  12 

Oct.  13 


James    M.    Mason,    Cardenas,     Oct.    18 
Cuba,  to  State  Department. 


C.J.  Helm  to  State  Department. 


Oct.  22 
(No.  2.) 


Follow  instructions  received  on  departing  from  Mon- 
torey.  Hon.  James  Mason,  who  is  appointed  com- 
missioner to  Great  Britain,  will  confer  with  Mr. 
Mann  on  his  arrival.  Requests  that  he  be  given 
benefit  of  Mr.  Mann's  ability  and  experience. 
All  papers  relating  to  Mr.  Pike's  mission  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  comprising  treaties  referred  to,  arc  in  War 
Department  files. 

Papers  forwarded  by  State  Department  received  Aug. 
17  (Saturday).  On  the  following  Thursday  left  Ken- 
tuckyfor  Europe,  viaCauada.  Arrived  here  in  Lon- 
don Sept.  17.  Time  lias  been  employed  in  consulta- 
tions with  agents  of  the  Government.  Requests  in- 
formation touching  blockade,  etc.,  funds  for  contin- 
uing work. 
All  right  so  far,  impossible  to  move  on  account  of 
weather.  Will  telegraph  immediately  when  time 
comes. 
Harbor  now  blockaded.  Will  take  route  through 
Texas  to  Matamoras,  Mexico,  unless  otherwise  di- 
rected. Reply  at  once,  and  i  f  route  acceded  to  re- 
quest Secretary  of  War  to  direct  Army  officers  on 
route  to  aid  transportation.  Write  to  New  Orleans. 
Requests  authorization  to  charter  steamer  Gordon; 

states  terms.    Can  not  get  out  by  Nashville. 
Charter  Gordon  on  as  cheap  terms  as  possible.    Secre- 
tary of  Navy  thinks  Nashville  safer.    Safer  to  go  to 
Bermuda  if  Gordon  is  taken.    Use  discretion. 
Harbor  blockaded  by  5  vessels.    Explains  reasons  for 
selecting  Gordon.  "Can  be  purchased  for  $02,000  or 
chartered  for  probably  ST>,000.    No  other  route  ex- 
cept through  Mexico.    Mr.  Slidell  concurs  in  above 
statements. 
Commission  has  postponed  intended  visit  to  Paris  to 
open  negotiations  with  the  French  Government, 
awaiting  instructions  from  President  Davis,  as  well 
as  news  of  important  military  e  vents.    Commission 
has  been  informed  that  British  ministry  has  been 
considering   question    of  recognition    but    urging 
French  Government  to  take  lead.    Comments  on 
lack  of  cotton  and  grain  in  England  and  of  grain  in 
France,  also  tobacco;  lack  of  employment,  etc.;  de- 
lay in  receipt  of  Southern  accounts  of  events  North 
and  South.    Thinkstruestntcmentofany  triumph 
of  Confederate  Army  would  lead  to  immediate 
recognition.     Commission  has  requested  unofficial 
interview  with  Emperor,  but  no  reply  as  yet.     Mr. 
Mannwillcometo  Paris  in  case  intcrvicwis  granted. 
Mr.  Hotze  has  arrived  in  London. 
Steamer  Gordon  has  been  chartered  for  transportation 
of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  to  Nassau  or  Havana. 
States  terms  of  charter.    May  leave  evening  of  Oct. 
10.    Department  will  be  advised  promptly  of  de- 
parture.   Nashville  is  under  orders  from  Navy  De- 
partment tolcavc  to-night. 
Inquires  if  package  entrusted  to  his  care  July  30, 1S61, 
wasdelivered  to  Mr.  Clias.  G.  Helm.    Nothing  heard 
from  him. 
Sends  "charter  party  made  with  owners  of  steamer 
Gordon  "  alsol-tter  from  Messrs.  John  Wise  &  Co., 
of  Charleston,  re  cost  of  charter  to  the  Government. 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidellleft  here  at  1  o'clock  a.  m. 
Oct. 12;  crossed  barabout2o'clock;  notseen  by  fleet. 
Willtclegraph  furthernews.    Steamer  should  return 
in  week.   Communicate  to  Mrs.  Ma:.on. 
Answering  Mr.  Mason  slcttcr  of  Oct.  9, 1861,  statesit 
would  undoubtedly  be  necessary  to  agree  to  secure 
employment  for  three  years  to  ironworkers  at  S3  per 
day  and  passage  furnished.    It  is  iron  for  cannon 
whiehisparticularlyalluded  to. 
Gives  account  of  departure  from  Charleston  Oct.  12, 
voyage,  and  landing,  friendly  relations  with  people 
of  the  island,  etc.    It  will  be  3  weeks  before  a  steamer 
leaves  for  England.    The  Theodora  (formerly  Gor- 
don) proceeded  to  Havana  and  willrctum  from  there 
to  Charleston. 
Reports  arrival  at  Havana  Oct.  21  and  expects  to  have 
aninterview  with  the  Captain-C.eneral  of  Cuba  to- 
morrow.   Hears  the  Cuban  people  sympathize  with 
the  Southern  Confederacy. 
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State  Department  to  Mr.  A. 
Dudley  Mann. 


State  Department  to  Messrs. 
Yancey,  Rost,  Mason,  and 
S  Udell. 

Confederate  States  commission- 
ers to  State  Department. 


State  Department  to  James  M. 
Mason. 


State  Department  to  Robert 
Buncli,  her  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's consul,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

W.  L.  Yancey  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Chas.  J.  Helm  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Clias.    J.    Ilelm,    Havana,    to 
State  Department. 


Stale  Department,  Assistant 
Secretary,  to  Francis  J.  Por- 
olier,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

State  Department.  Assistant 
Secretary,  to  F.  J.  Cridland, 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  act- 
ing consul. 

Stato  Department  to  ITcnrv 
ITotze. 


Charles  J.   rielm,  Ilavana,  to 
State  Department. 


1861. 
Oct.    23 
(No.  12.) 

Oct.    23 
(No.  1.) 

Oct.    28 
(No.  9.) 

Oct.    29 
CNo.  2.) 


Oct.    31 


Nov.    8 


Nov.    8 
(No.  3.) 


Nov.    9 
(No.  4.) 


Nov.  11 
Nov.  12 


Nov.  14 


Nov.  15 
(No.  5.) 


Announces  brilliant  victory  won  near  Leesburg,  Va., 
by  Confederate  troops  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  Evans.  Encloses  official  report  from  War 
Deparment  giving  details  of  engagement. 

do 


Gives  an  account  of  informal  interview  with  M.  Thou- 
vcnel,  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  enclosing  request 
for  same,  dated  Oct.  24,  1861.  Mr.  Yancey  will 
return  to  London  October  31, 1801. 

Explanation  of  case  of  British  vessels  Bruce  and  Na- 
pier, laden  with  naval  stores  (contraband  of  war)  at 
Port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  which  were  forbidden  to 
proceed  to  sea  by  military  authorities  at  that  port. 
Calls  attention  to  a  similar  case  when  British  vessel 
Hiawatha  was  seized  and  condemned  by  a  United 
States  prizecourt  Blockade  has  nover  been  effective 
therefore  should  not  be  binding  and  neutral  powors 
can  avail  themselves  of  legal  right  to  trade  in  every 
port  of  Confederate  States.  No  restriction  has  been 
made  on  exportation  of  cotton  to  neutral  and 
friendly  nations.  Encloses  case  of  Hiawatha.  De- 
tention of  British  vessels  Napier  and  Robert  Bruce 
explained;  protest  against  blockade,  unlawful  be- 
cause ports  of  Confederate  States  have  never  been 
efficiently  blockaded;  impression  prevailing  in 
England  that  Confederate  States  Government  pro- 
hibits exportation  by  sea  of  cotton  to  neutral  nations 
an  error;  prohibited  only  for  use  of  enemy  or  through 
enemy's  territory. 

Explains  Confederate  States  Government's  position 
in  case  of  detention  at  port  of  Wilmington  of  British 
vessels  Napier  and  Robert  Bruce  and  anxiety  of 
Government  to  protect  neutral  vessols  against  loss. 

Sends  copy  of  letter  upon  American  crisis,  written  by 
Mr.  Lindsay,  M.  P.,  who  is  one  of  the  heaviost  ship- 
ping merchants  in  England  and  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  has  been  of  great  service  to 
commissioners.  Encloses  letter  from  Hon.  Wm. 
Preston,  late  U.  S.  minister  to  Spain. 

Encloses  a  copy  of  his  note  to  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba,  a  translation  of  his  reply,  and  a  copy  of  mv 
dispatch  to  the  non.  P.  A.  Rost  of  Nov.  0.  nis 
interview  with  the  Superior  Governor  of  Cuba  was 
perfectly  cordial  and  lie  gave  assurances  that  he 
would  permit  our  vessels  to  enter  Cuban  ports  under 
the  Confederate  flag. 

Suggests  that  instructions  be  given  liim  to  receive  and 
forward  1 ,800  Enfield  rifles  now  in  store  here  in  Ha- 
vana, belonging  to  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Gives 
account  of  ofiorts  to  secure  depot  at  Nassau  for  stor- 
ing and  reshipping  cargo.  States  prices  at  which  he 
can  obtain  shoes  if  desired  by  State  or  War  Depart- 
ments. Suggests  that  funds  be  placed  to  his  credit 
to  be  used  when  necessary,  will  endeavor  to  induce 
merchants  and  others  to  engage  in  ventures  in  Con- 
federate States  ports;  several  vessels  have  been  dis- 
patched and  others  are  about  to  go. 

Transmits  drafts  in  pavmont  of  charter  of  steamer 
Gordon  by  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell.  Requests 
receipts. 

Encloses  interrogatories  which  have  been  addressed  to 
collector  of  customs  at  seaports  of  Confederate  States 
concerning  blockade.  All  replies  not  vet  received. 
Writers  concur  in  statements  showing  that  blockade 
has  not  been  efficient  at  any  time. 

Encloses  commission  as  commercial  agent  of  Confeder- 
ate States  at  London.  G  ives  instructions  regarding 
duties.  Upon  arrival  report  to  non.  James  M 
Mason.  Enclosos  $750  on  account  of  salary,  which 
is  $1,500  per  year  with  $750  for  expenses. 

Gives  account  of  purchase  of  schooner  which  is  to  be 
I  oaded  with  arms  and  consigned  to  State  Department. 
Describes  vessel,  nopes  to  send  15,000  arms,  etc. 
Impossible  to  remit  money  to  department.  Very 
important  that  he  be  furnished  with  funds;  willsend 
particulars  in  a  few  days  when  safe  opportunity 
comes.  Suggests  that  small  steamer  under  English 
or  Spanish  colors  be  sent  him  or  authority  to  pur- 
chase one  be  given. 
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State  Department  to  Robert 
Bunch,  her  Britannic  Maj- 
esty's consul,  Charleston,  S.C. 

Major-General  Benj.  Huger, 
C.  S.  Army,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State  Department  to  Messrs. 
Yancey,  Rost,  and  Mann. 


State    Department    to   C.    B. 
Lamar. 


Messrs.Yanccy,  Rost,  and  Mann 
commissioners,  to  Earl  Rus- 
sell. 


Wm.  L.  Yancey  to  State  De- 
partment. 


1801. 
Nov.  18 


Nov.  20 
(No.  13.) 


Nov.  27 


Nov.  29 


Nov.  30 


State  Department  to  Chas.  J.     Nov.  30 
Helm.  (No.  1.) 


Stato  Department  to  John  T. 
Pickett. 


Chas.   J.    Helm,    Havana,   to 
State  Department. 


Nov.  30 
(No.  1.) 


Dec.     1 
(No.  0.) 


Informs  Mr.  Bunch  that  instructions  were  sent  by 
War  Department  to  military  authorities  at  Wilming- 
ton to  allow  British  vessels  Napier  and  Robert 
Bruce  to  proceed  to  sea  with  their  cargoes. 

Capture  of  Hon.  James  M.  Mason  and  Hon.  John  Sli- 
dell, taken  from  British  steamer  by  U.  S.  S.  San 
Jacinto. 

Expresses  President's  approval  of  commission's  work; 
announces  arrest  of  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  non.  John 
Slidelland  their  secretaries,  by  U.  S.  S.SanJacinto, 
Nov.  8,1801;  encloses  official  information.  (See  vol. 
1,  Series  I.)  Gives  account  of  capture  by  United 
States  forcesof  Hilton  Head  and  village  of  Beaufort; 
sends  oflicialaccount  of  victories  gained  by  Confed- 
erate States  forces  at  l^eesburg,  Va.,  and  Belmont, 
Mo.  Confederate  StatesCongress  reassembled  Nov. 
18, 1861 ;  enclosed  President's  message,  copies  of 
instructions  given  by  Secretary  of  State  to  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell  ,and  copiesof  dispatchesinforming 
commission  of  President's  desire  that  Mr.  Rost  pro- 
ceed to  Madrid  to  represent  Confederate  States  as 
commissioner  there.  Encloses  letters  of  credence  for 
Mr.  Rost. 

Requests  evidence  that  foreign  consuls  in  Confederate 
States  have  refused  to  allow  transfers  of  ships  in 
Confederate  States  ports  while  they  allow  them  in 
ports  of  United  States. 

Submits  to  British  Government  lists  of  vessels  which 
have  arrived  at  and  departed  from  various  ports  of 
Confederate  States  since  proclamation  of  their  block- 
ade. Protests  against  blockade  and  its  recognition 
by  Great  Britain.  Encloses  copy  of  resolutions 
adopted  by  Confederate  States  Congress  Aug.  13, 
1861  (marked  "B"). 

Dispatch  of  Sept.  23,1861,  stating  that  the  President 
had  accedod  to  request  to  be  recalled  from  post  as 
commissioner,  received,  but  in  compliance  with  do- 
sire  expressed,  that  position  might  not  be  resigned, 
has  decided,  in  view  of  fact  that  seizure  of  Hon.  J. 
Mason  would  leave  Confederate  States  G  overnment 
without  areprescntative  in  England,  to  remain  until 
Government  shalladviso  otherwise. 

Instructions  relating  to  suggestions  in  C.  J.  Helm's  dis- 
patch of  Sept.  30,  1861  will  be  received  from  Secre- 
taries of  War  and  Navy.  G  ives  account  of  arrest  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and  their  secretaries  by 
Captain  Willies,  of  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  Nov.  8, 
1861 ;  announces  capture  by  United  States  forces  of 
Hilton  Head  and  village  of  Beaufort;  incloses  copy 
(A)  United  States  Secretary  of  War's  instructions 
to  commanders  of  expedition  which  shows  means 
United  States  forces  are  to  employ  in  prosecution  of 
war;  sends  (B)  copies  of  official  accounts  of  victories 
by  Confederate  States  forces  at  Lccsburg,  Va.,  and 
Belmont,  Mo. ;  incloses  copy  ((')  of  messape  of  Presi- 
dent to  Confederate  States  Congress  when  it  reassem- 
bled Nov.  18, 1861. 

Requests  that  every  opportunity  be  taken  to  forward 
dispatches  relative  to  affairs  of  agency  in  Mexico. 
Announces  arrest  of  Mason  and  Slidell  with  their 
secretaries;  capture  by  enemy  of  Hilton  Head  and 
Beaufort,  and  opening  of  fire  by  Fort  Pickens  on 
Confederate  fortifications,  at  Pensacola.  Sends  copy 
United  States  Secretary  of  War  (Mr.  Cameron)  in- 
structions to  commanders  of  southern  expedition; 
copies  of  official  accounts  of  Confederate  States 
victories  at  Lecsburg,  Va.,  and  Belmont,  Mo.;  and 
a  copy  of  Confederate  States  President's  message 
to  Congress,  which  reassembled  Nov.  18,  1861. 

States  that  Government  agent  at  London,  Captain 
Huse,  has  purchased  a  steamer  by  which  he  will 
ship  munitions  of  war  instead  of  previous  arrange- 
ment made  with  C.  J.  Helm.  Steamer  willlcave  for 
some  one  of  Confederate  ports  in  a  few  days.  No 
considerable  amount  of  funds  will  now  be  required 
here. 
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Messrs.  Yancey,  Host,  and 
Mann,  Confederate  Statos 
commissioners,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  London, 
England,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State   Department   to   J.    A. 
Q.uintero,  Monterey,  Mexico. 


State  Department  to  John  T. 
Pickett. 

Chas.    J.    Helm,    Havana,    to 
State  Department. 


Wnlkor  Fearn,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Do. 


Chas.    J.    Helm,    Havana,    to 
State  Department. 


1861. 
Dec.     2 
(No.  10.) 


Dec.    2 
(No.  10.) 


Dec.     9 
(No.  1.) 


Dec.   11 
(No.  2.) 

Dec.    12 
(No.  7.) 


Dee.   20 
(No.  11.) 


Dec.   20 
(No.  12.) 

Dec.   21 
(No.  8.) 


Communication  relating  to  arrest,  Nov.  8,  1861,  of 
Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis 
while  en  route  to  England  on  H.  II.  M.  mail  steam 
packet  Trent,  by  Captain  Wilkes,  commanding 
San  Jacinto.  Commission  has  addressed  a  remon- 
strance to  British  Government  against  this  forcible 
seizure  and  transmitted  1  ist  of  vessels  which  arrived 
at  and  departed  from  Confederate  States  ports  since 
date  of  proclamation  of  blockade  to  Aug.  20,  1861. 
Comments  upon  editorials  in  London  papers, only 
one  of  which  asserts  that  act  of  San  Jacinto  is  justi- 
fiable. It  is  believed  that  British  cabinet  will  con- 
cur in  opinion  that  United  States  should  be  called 
upon  for  apology  and  restitution.  C.  S.  S.  Nash- 
ville, which  arrived  at  Southampton  Nov.  21,  is 
reported  as  having  captured  and  burned  the  Harvey 
Birch.  Officers  and  crew  taken  to  Southampton. 
Encloses  extracts  from  Paris  journals  taking  view 
that  affair  of  Trent  is  an  outrage  upon  the  British 
flag. 

States  that  Great  Britian  will  punish  United  States 
for  violation  of  her  flag  in  Trent  affair  and  her  "voice  " 
will  now  be  found  in  her  "sword."  Mr.  Mann  sug- 
gested, after  the  cabinet  had  decided  upon  its  line  of 
action,  the  importance  of  putting  the  new  steamer 
Warrior  in  commission  and  dispatching  her  to 
Hampton  Roads  with  special  minister  to  Washing- 
ton for  immediate  restoration  of  captured  men. 
Will  proceed  to  Madrid  as  soon  as  Mr.  Mason,  or  his 
successor  if  he  be  not  surrendered, arrives, and  from 
there  to  Brussels.  Expresses  appreciation  for  bear- 
ing of  Mrs.  Slidell,  her  daughters,  and  Mrs.  Eustis, 
and  i  s  proud  of  his  countrywomen . 

Expresses  approval  of  Mr.  Quintcro's  work  in  Mexico. 
Hopes  al  1  frontier  States  of  Mexico  will  unite  in  pro- 
test to  Mexican  Government  against  proposed  viola- 
tion of  neutrality  of  Mexico  in  permitting  United 
States  troops  to  pass  through  Mexican  territory  for 
purpose  of  invading  Confederate  States.  (Jives  in- 
structions regarding  purchase  of  powder,  lead,  etc. 
Incloses  draft  for  1500  on  account  of  salary.  Re- 
quests receipt  in  next  dispatch. 

Duplicate  of  dispatch  No.  12  received.  Dispatches  2 
to  11, inclusive, have  not  reached  the  department. 
Have  transmitted  draft  for  $1,000. 

Encloses  copy  of  his  official  dispatch  to  colonial  govern- 
ments and  people  of  West  Indies  concerning  out- 
ragos  committed  by  United  States  Navy  on  right  of 
neutrals.  Public  feeling  in  Havana  is  nearly  unani- 
mously with  Confederate  States.  Reports  increased 
Interest  manifested  by  the  captain  general ;  pleasure 
expressed  by  him  in  above  oflicia]  letter  and  in 
President  Davis's  message;  his  regret  that  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  is  not  in  position  to  takelend  in  recog- 
nition ofindependenceof  Confederate  States  Govern- 
ment, but  ready  to  follow  England  and  France. 
Confederate  flag  is  honored  and  respected  in  all  ports 
of  the  island  visited  by  Confederate  States  merchant 
vessels.  Confederate  States  facilities  for  trade  could 
not  be  better  than  they  are  here  now. 

Transmits  copy  of  dispatch  No.  10  and  duplicate  copies 
of  commissioners'  notes  to  Lord  Russell,  Nov.  27  and 
30,  1861,  regarding  sci7ure  of  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Slidell  and  blockade  of  Confederate  coast.  Lord 
Russell's  reply  of  Dec.  7,  1861,  also  appended. 

Desires  correction  of  errors  made  in  transcription  of 
copy  of  record  ofthis  commission  furnished  to  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell. 

Data  regarding  sending  of  purchases  of  Captain  Huse, 
Confederate  States  Government  agent  at  London,  by 
steamers  instead  of  in  sailing  vessels  and  instructions 
concerning  same  sent  by  C.  J.  Helm  through  Mr. 
Heyliger.  Copies  of  above  instructions  will  be  fur- 
nished War  Department.  Has  unofficially  called 
attention  of  captain  general  and  chief  of  police  at 
Havana  to  the  recruiting  of  laborers  by  Federal 
Government  consul;  cited  instances  where  British 
consuls'  exequaturs  were  taken  from  them  and  olMr. 
Crampton,  whose  passport  was  given  him  by  United 
States  for  like  offense  in  Crimean  war.  Mentions  pro- 
test made  by  United  States' against  allowing  C.  J. 
Helm  to  communicato  with  captain  general. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


P.  A.  Host,  Paris,  to  President 
Davis. 


State  Department,  secretary,  to 
War  Department,  secretary. 

W.    L.    Yancey,    London,    to 
State  Department. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1861. 
Dec.  24 


Dec.   26 
Dec.   31 


1862. 
Jan.     1 


Comments  upon  affairs  in  England  and  France  and  ex- 
cited state  of  public  feeling  resul  ling  from  capture  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slide]].  Commissioners  have  de- 
cided that  their  presence  is  necessary  in  capitals. 
Has  positive  information  through  Spanish  legation  in 
Paris  that  independence  of  Confederate  States  will 
not  be  recognized  by  Spain  until  England  and  France 
have  recognized  it.  Commission  is  trying  to  counter- 
act attempt  of  an  influential  portion  of  French  press 
to  unite  against  Confederate  States  the  anl  i-English 
and  antislavery  feelings  of  France.  They  have  writ- 
ten to  Earl  Russell  asking  instant  restitution  of  men 
captured  from  Trent  and  halievo  that  unless  Hinted 
States  Government  yields  war  will  bu  declared  by 
England.  France  remaining  neutral.  In  case  United 
States  yields,  commission  believes  it  will  be  insisted 
that  blockade  be  raised.  Comments  on  change  in 
public  opinion,  newspaper  publications  advocating 
right  of  secession,  ana  lack  of  funds  with  which  to 
pay  editors  of  other  papers  for  favorable  articles. 
Refers  to  list  of  vessels  which  have  run  the  blockade 
furnished  Earl  Russell  and  Mr.  Thouvene],  the  latter 
having  promised  to  give  matter  serious  consideration. 
Desires  later  lists. 

Informs  Secretary  of  War  that  compensation  to  Mr. 
Pike  as  commissioner  of  Confederate  States  to  tho 
Indian  tribes  has  been  fixed  at  $3,750. 

Considers  that  Eari  Russell's  note  required  an  answer, 
'  but  as  colleagues  did  not  think  so  nono  has  been  sent. 
Publication  of  Mr.  Adams'  correspondence  with  his 
Government,  the  United  States;"  quotes  Earl  Rus- 
sell's promise  to  Mr.  Adams  last  June  that  he  will  not 
see  the  "psuedo  commissioners"  any  more  Com- 
ments on  England's  violation  of  impartialneutrality 
and  fact  that  verbal  interviews  might  have  been  kept 
up  unofficially  but  for  demand  of  foreign  secretary 
that  written  communication  be  sent.  Notes  condi- 
tions in  England  concerning  Trent  affair  and  states 
that  Havana  steamer  has  failed  to  connect  with 
British  West  India  mail  steamer  from  St.  Thomas 
which  arrived  at  Southampton  an  hour  ago.  Is  of 
opinion  that  a  Yankee  captain  has  searched  her  and , 
finding  Confederate  agents  or  dispatches,  taken  her 
to  port  for  adjudication.  Desires  to  leave  England 
and  will  do  so  as  soon  as  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell 
arrive.  If  no  one  comes  and  war  ensues,  will  leave  en 
completion  of  a  treaty  with  England. 

P.  S.  to  above:  British  West  India  mail  steamer,  due 
Dec.  29,  not  yet  arrived.  Fears  a  Yankee  man-of-war 
has  seized  her,  perhaps  because  of  Confederate  States 
officers  and  dispatches  on  board.  It  was  a  false  rumor 
as  to  arrival  of  Shannon. 
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Wal  kcr  Fcarn,  secretary  to  Con- 
federate States  commission, 
London,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Henry  Hotze,  Havana,  to  State 
Department. 


1862. 
Jan.     1 

(No.  13.) 


Jan.     G 
(No.  1.) 


Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  reply  to  commis- 
sion's protest  against  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Slidell,  and  nominal  blockade  of  Confederate  States 
coast.  States  that  answer  to  ultimatum  of  British 
Government  has  not  been  received  and  preparations 
for  war  continue. 

Notifies  of  arrival  from  Mobile.  Delay  enabled  him 
to  secure  Coast  Survey  charts  of  Atlantic  and  (,-iulf 
coast  and  harbors  which  will  aid  in  running  the 
blockade.  Encloses  list  of  vessels  which  have  suc- 
ceeded in  running  blockade  toand  from  Cuban  ports. 
Is  confident  that  Havana  may  bo  relied  upon  as  an 
entrepot  for  exchange  of  commodities  with  Europe. 
Hopes  to  induce  tho  Royal  Mail  Steamship  Co.  to 
extend  its  Tampico  line  to  Matamoras,  thus  afford- 
ing safe  communication  with  Europe.  His  stork  of 
Southern  political  works  is  now  satisfactorily  com- 
plete. Expects  to  sail  this  evening  and  arrive  in 
England  by  20th  or  27th. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page 


Chas.  J.  Helm,  Havana,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department  to  J.  A.  Quin- 
tero,  Monterey,  Mexico. 


Chaa.  J.  Helm,  Havana,  to  State 
Department. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  London,  to 
President  Davis. 


Confederate  States  Commis- 
sioners W.  L.  Yancey  and 
A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


\V.  L.  Yancey,  commissioner, 
to  President  Davis. 


State  Department  to  John  T. 
Pickett,  Vera  Cruz. 

War  Department  to  State  De- 
partment. 

J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 

A.  Dudley  Mann,  London,  to 
President  Davis. 


nenry     Hotze,     London,     to 
State  Department. 


James  M.  Mason,  London,  to 
State  Department. 


. 18G2. 
Jan.      7 
(No.  9.) 


Jan.    11 

(No.  2.) 


Jan.    17 

(No.  10.) 


Jan. 

18 

Jan. 
(No. 

27 
14.) 

Jan. 

27 

Jan. 
(No 

2S 
3.) 

Jan. 

28 

Jan. 

30  ! 

1 
1 

Feb.     1 
(No.  2.) 


Feb.     2 
(No.l.) 


Feb.     7 
(No.  2.) 


Encloses  copy_  of  Jan.  5  note  to  commissioners  at  Lon- 
don transmitting  to  them  papers  in  which  are  pub- 
lished list  of  vessels  which  have  run  the  blockade 
to  and  from  Cuban  ports.  Same  enclosed  herewith; 
also  copy  of  correspondence  (sent  by  Colonel  Pickett) 
between  commander  of  Spanish  forces  and  governor 
of  Vera  Cruz  on  arrival  of  Spanish  fleet  at  Vera  Cruz. 

Announces  liberation  and  departure  for  England  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidcll.  Requests  that  depart- 
ment be  kept  informed  of  political  conditions  in 
Mexico,  also  result  of  Governor  Vidaurri's  protest 
against  permission  given  by  Mexico  for  transporta- 
tion of  United  States  troops,  etc.,  through  Mexican 
territory  into  Confederate  States.  Mr.  9u'n^cr0 
will  be  notified  when  agency  in  Mexico  is  to  be 
discontinued. 

Reports  conversation  with  General  Serrano  relative 
to  recognition  of  Confederate  States  by  England, 
France,  and  Spain,  and  his  successor  to  governorship 
of  Cuba,  General  Prim.  Mentions  panic  caused  in 
Havana  by  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  Fed- 
eral Government. 

Comments  upon  actions  likely  to  be  taken  by  Euro- 
pean countries  concerning  neutrality,  raising  of 
blockade,  etc.  Expects  arrival  of  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Slidcll  by  Jan.  21. 

Calls  attention  to  importance-  of  notifying  commission 
of  arrivals  and  departures  of  vessels  from  ports  of 
Confederate  States.  No  further  communication  has 
been  held  with  Earl  Russell  since  Dec.  7, 1801.  Men- 
tions Earl  Russell's  reply  to  complaint  on  subject 
by  Mr.  Adams  in  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward;  believes 
English  and  French  Governments  will  interfere  and 
protest  against  the  sinking  of  the  "stone  fleet"  at 
Charleston.  No  word  received  from  Mason  and 
Slidcll  since  they  left  Provinectown  Jan.  2.  May 
arrive  on  West  India  mail  steamer,  due  Southamp- 
ton Jan.  29. 

Anxiety  felt  as  to  safety  of  Mason  and  Slidcll;  arrange- 
ments necessary  for  safe  conveyance  of  W.  L.  Yancey 
from  Havana,  where  he  expects  to  arrive  by  Feb. 
24,  in  case  of  arrival  of  Mr.  Mason  on  steamer  due  at 
Southampton  Jan.  28  or  29.  Mentions  interest  felt 
in  England  and  in  France  concerning  American 
affairs;  complains  of  negligence  on  part  of  State  De- 
partment in  failure  to  keep  commission  informed  of 
all  vessels  breaking  blockade. 

Permission  given  by  President  Davis  to  return  to 
Confederate  States.    Public  service  no  longer  re- 
quires employment  or  agent  at  Vera  Cruz. 
i  Enclosures.    Letter  and  report  of  General  J.  R.  An- 
derson. 

Announces  arrival  in  London.  Mentions  order  given 
by  English  Government  to  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora  and 
C.  S.  S.  Nashville  to  leave  port  at  Southampton. 

Encloses  copy  of  two  questions  submitted  by  English 
foreign  office  to  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  with 
answers   received   thereto,   regarding   sinking   of 
"stone  fleet"  and  effectiveness  of  the  blockade. 
Announces  arrival  of  Mr.  Mason  on  Jan.  29  1862. 

Announces  arrivalin  London  Jan.  29.  Favorably  im- 
pressed as  to  public  sentiment  in  England  regard- 
ing capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidcll.  Press  is 
favorable  with  certain  exceptions.  Believes  agency 
working  against  Confederate  States  is  headed  by 
Thurlow  Weed,  said  to  have  a  secret-service  fund 
for  that  purpose. 

Announces  arrival,  Jan.  29;  gives  account  of  voyageand 
reception  by  English;  announces  Mr.  Slidell's  de- 
parture for  Paris  and  encloses  copies  of  correspond- 
ence with  Captain  Scmmes  and  Messrs.  Fraser 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  regarding  funds  sent 
to  Captain  Scmmes  through  above  Arm  and  neces- 
sity of  sending  samcin  orderthatC.  S.  S  Sumter 
might  receive  repairs  and  proceed  to  sea 

Encloses  copy  of  Times  containing  Queen's  mes- 
sage and  debato  on  same  in  Parliament.  Finds 
many  Members  of  Parliament  friendly  to  Confederate 
States.  Has  returns  from  Southern  portsuptoand 
including  September  and  October.  Shall  use  them 
with  friends  in  Parliament  and  shall  send  them  to 
Earl  Russell.    Have  asked  him  for  an  interview  and 
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James  M.  Mason,  London,  to 
State  Department. 


Do. 


W.    II.    Gregory,   London,    to 

James  M.  Mason. 
State  Department  to  James  M. 

Mason,  London. 


Hon.   John   Slidell,  Paris,  to 
State  Department. 


Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  London, 
to  Earl  Russell. 

Earl  Russell,  London,  to  Hon. 
J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  London, 

to  State  Department. 
Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 

Department. 


Hon.   John    Slidell,   Paris,   to 
State  Department. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


1862. 
Feb.     7 
(No.  2.) 


Feb      7 
(No.  3.) 

Feb.     7 

Feb.     8 
(No.  4.) 


Feb.  11 
(No.  1.) 


Feb.  17 


Feb.  20 


Feb.  22 
(No.  4.) 
Feb.  23 
(No.  3.) 


Feb.  26 
(No.  2.) 


Feb.  28 
(No.  4.) 


received  reply  granting  an  unofficial  one  Feb.  10. 
Has  word  from  Mr.  Slidell  stating  that  unofficial 
interview  with  Mr.  Thouvencl  has  been  fixed  for 
Feb.  7. 

Requests  instructions  regarding  applications  by  offi- 
cers in  British  Army  (so  far  as  captains  and  lieuten- 
ants) to  come  into  service  of  Confederate  States. 

Advises  Mr.  Mason  to  write  to  Earl  Russell  asking  for 
an  unofficial  interview. 

Necessity  for  provision  regarding  future  relations  be- 
tween Confederate  States  Government  and  Great 
Britain.  Gives  views  of  President  Davis  as  to  cer- 
tain conditions  incaseof  armed  intervention  in  Amer- 
ican affairs  by  Great  Britain  and  France.  Encloses 
copy  of  statement  made  by  J.  W.  Zacharie  relative 
to  outrage  perpetrated  on  him  while  on  board  British 
vessel  Eugenie  Smith,  and  copy  of  papers  furnished 
Department  in  case  of  British  ship  York. 

Public  opinion  in  France  regarding  Confederate  States 
cause  favorable;  regret  oxpresscd  by  many  that  slav- 
ery exists;  refers  to  financial  question,  now  an  obsta- 
cle to  consideration  of  Confederate  States  case  but 
believes  France  will  wait  for  England  to  take  the 
initiative.  Encloses  copy  of  note  to  Mr.  Thouvencl 
requesting  an  interview,  also  copy  of  reply  granting 
same  (both  unofficial).  Substance  of  interviews 
with  Mr.  Thouvencl  and  others  will  be  given  in  ci- 
pher. Calls  attention  to  importance  of  keeping  him 
posted  as  to  vessels  running  the  blockade;  suggests  a 
fund  for  use  in  enlisting  active  support. of  some  in- 
fluential Paris  journal  ;suggcsts  that  20  or  30  vessels 
of  class  of  Sumter  be  sent  out  since  privateering  can 
no  longer  be  used  to  advantage.  Attached  to  above: 
Notes  of  interviews  with  Messrs.  Thouvencl,  Per- 
signy,  Baroche,  and  Fould. 

Transmits  transcripts  of  returns  of  vessels  entered 
and  cleared  at  blockaded  ports  of  the  Confederate 
States,  not  including  those  of  the  last  three  months. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  returns  o  f  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  at  blockaded  ports  of  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

Gives  summary  of  interview  with  Earl  Russell  Feb. 
10.    Encloses  request  for  and  reply  granting  same. 

Encloses  copy  of  his  first  contribution  to  English  press, 
in  which  a  brief  recital  is  made  of  the  evidences  of  the 
unanimity  of  resistance  of  Confederate  Slates  and 
their  rights  as  a  nation.  Is  now  preparing  article  on 
cek-bration  of  Washington's  Birthday  here  by  Fed- 
eral sympathizers,  calling  special  attention  to  Mr. 
Adams'  speech  on  that  occasion. 

Has  sent  duplicate  of  Feb.  11  letter  to  Mr.  Mason, 
London,  to  insure  delivery  to  State  Department. 
Opinions  expressed  therein  not  changed.  Com- 
ments on  attitude  of  England  and  France  regarding 
blockade  and  recognition  of  Confederate  States. 
Earl  Derby's  delay  regarding  subj  cct  may  be  due  to 
state  of  Queen's  health.  English  statesmen  prophesy 
that  blockade  will  result  in  culture  of  cotton  in  India, 
but  this  would  not  be  plcasingto  France.  Considers 
raising  of  blockade  more  important  than  question  of 
recognition.  Enclosures:  (A)  Unofficial  letter  to 
Jules  LeCesne,  Paris,  regarding  shipments  of  cotton 
to  be  allowed  by  Confederate  States  Government  to 
vessels  running  blockade.  (B)  Letter  regarding 
tobacco  belonging  to  house  of  Rothschild,  of  Paris. 
which  has  been  sequestered  at  Richmond,  Va.  (C) 
Has  induced  Rothschilds  to  give  orders  for  purchase 
of  25,000  bales  of  cotton.  This  will  favor  raising  of 
blockade.  (D)  Letter  from  Gaetan  Cabella,  Genoa, 
desiring  appointment  to  represent  Confederate 
States  in  Genoa. 

Encloses  extracts  from  various  journals  for  republica- 
tion by  Confederate  States  press.  Public  opinion 
of  Europe,  especially  England,  is  indifferent.  Men- 
tions EarlRusselland  Mr.  Bright  as  declared  foes  of 
Confederate  States.  Lack  of  cotton  from  Confeder- 
ate States  has  not  afforded  reliable  support,  because 
of  speculation  and  high  prices.  Calls  attention  to 
Spence's  A  mcrican  Union  and  good  effects  produced 
by  it.  Lord  Campbell  lias  requested  most  recent  in- 
formation on  the  blockade  and  has  decided  to  make 
a  speech  in  House  of  Lords  in  favor  of  recognition  of 
Confederate  States. 
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J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


John   Slidell,  Paris,  to   Stato 
Department,  Richmond. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Dcpartmsnt. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department,  Richmond, 
to  Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 
London. 

Dn.  Robertson,  Norfolk,  Va.,  to 
Stale  Department,  Richmond 


Department  of  Justice  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  to  State  Depart- 
ment, Richmond. 


State  Department,  Richmond, 
to  Da.  Robertson,  Spanish 
consul,  Norfolk. 

P.  A.  Rosl,  commissioner,  Ma- 
drid, Spain,  to  State  Depart- 
ment, Richmond. 


W.  I..  Yancey,  commissioner, 
to  State  Department. 

Henry  Hotzc,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


18(12. 
Feb.  28 
(No.  5.) 


Feb.  28 


Mar.   10 
(No.  3.) 


Mar.  11 
(No.  6.) 


Mar.  11 
(No.  5.) 


Mar.  13 
(No.  6.) 

Mar.  14 


Mar.  18 


Mar.  19 


Mar.  21 
(No.  1.) 


Mar.  22 


Mar.  24 
(No.  6.) 


Mar.  26 
(No.  40 


News  has  been  received  of  arrest  of  Captain  Semmes  of 
the  Sumter  at  Tangrws,  not  yet  confirmed,  bat  is 
certain  that  British  Government  has  taken  meas- 
ures to  learn  the  truth.  Government  at  Washing- 
ton has  been  sounded  as  to  exemption  of  a  single  port 
in  Confederate  States  from  blockade,  with  a  view  to 
export  of  cotton . 

Transmits,  among  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  let- 
ter of  Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons  concerning  law  of 
blockade.  Hopes  issue  will  be  made  in  Parliament 
on  doctrines  oflettser. 

Capture  of  Roanoke  and  disaster  at  Fort  Donelson 
have  produced  unfavorable  influence  on  public  sen- 
timent. Fears  same  will  postpone  recognition  of 
Confederate  States  and  declaration  of  inefficiency  of 
blockade  unless  counterbalanced  by  decisive  success 
of  Confederate  States.  Encloses  notes  addressed  to 
Count  de  Pcrsigny  concerning  inefficiency  of  block- 
ade. 

Discusses  recent  debate  in  Parliament ,  q  uestion  of  cot- 
ton supply  and  general  opinion  that  South  will  be 
forced  to  yield  border  States;  unfortunate  effect 
late  reverses  at  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson  have 
had  upon  minds  of  Southern  friends  in  London; 
mentions  arrival  of  steamer  Annie  Oiilds;  and  im- 
portance of  receiving  information  regarding  conduct 
of  war  as  early  as  possible.  Notes  (Sec.  of  State) 
Mr.  Hunter's  transfer  to  Senate. 

Recent  disaster  at  Fort  Donelson  has  shown  to  the 
people  of  England  that  the  war  will  be  a  protracted 
one,  with  alternate  successes  and  reverses  and  the 
determination  ofthe  Confederate  States  never  to  sub- 
mit to  the  North.  Mentions  debate  in  Parliament 
on  the  blockade  and  the  reluctant  admission  from 
Karl  Russell  that  reconstruction  of  American  Union 

'  was  not  possible.  Gives  detailed  account  of  work  in 
publishing  articles  in  press,  and  requests  papers  and 
all  possible  information  as  early  as  practicable. 
English  press  is  unanimous  in  commendation  of 
President's  message.  Has  arranged  (or  publication 
of  a  series  of  letters  advocating  recognition.  Sends 
copy  of  Mr.  Spcnce's  book  to  President  and  one  to 
Secretary  of  State. 

Announces  Confederate  States  Naval  victory  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  Mar.  8, 1862,  and  gives  details  of  battle. 

Calls  attention  to  his  letter  of  Feb.  28, 1862,  addressed 
to  Secretary  of  Navy,  regarding  claim  in  behalf  of 
Manuel Castanado,  of  Sagua la  Grande,  Cuba.  Same 
was  referred  by  Navy  Department  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

No  ground  for  claim  for  indemnity  and  refund  of 
amount  asked  by  Spanish  consul  at  Norfolk,  Va., 
for  the  Spanish  student  who  left  school  in  Philadcl- 

Shia,  taking  passage  for  Cuba  on  the  U.  S.  brig  13.  T. 
[artin,  brig  having  been  captured  and  destroyed 
by  C.  S.  privateer  York. 

No  lega  1  foundation  for  above  claim  in  behalf  of  Manuel 
Castanado  for  loss  of  personal  ellects,  passage  money, 
and  expenses  incurred  in  capture  and  destruction 
by  York  ofthe  U.  S.  brig  B.  T.  Martin. 

Reports  arrival  in  Madrid,  Spain,  and  interview  with 
Mr.  Calderon  Collantos,  Spanish  secretary  of  foreign 
affairs,  on  subjects  of  recognition  by  Spain  of  Con- 
federate States,  and  inefneicnev  of  blockade.  Be- 
lieves Spain  will  not  act  separately  from  England 
and  France. 

Encloses  his  resignation  as  commissioner  to  powers  of 
Europe  and  requests  that  it  be  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Encloses  extracts  concerning  emancipation  scheme  of 
President  Lincoln.  Comments  upon  ellect  same  has 
had  upon  public  opinion,  and  mentions  unfavorable 
impression  made  by  recent  disasters  to  Confederate 
Army.  Ventures  against  blockade  are  rapidly  in- 
creasing, shipments  being  insured  at  15  per  cent. 

Considers  that  there  is  little  hope  for  any  action  o  f  Eng- 
land and  Franco  in  favor  ofConfederate  States.  Is 
satisfied  that  England  musttakoinilialiveas  France 
will  sacrifice  own  policy  to  retain  good  will  of  Eng- 
land. Much  depends  on  success  of  Confederate 
States  armies  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee. 


351 


355 


356 


358 


360 


363 

364 


364 


367 


370 
370 


LIST  or  PAPfiRS.  47 

State  Department  correspondence  with  diplomatic  agents,  etc.   (1862) — Contd. 


From  and  to  whom. 


Slate   Department   to    W.    L. 

Yancey,  Confederate  States 

Senator. 
J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  Earl 

Russell. 


Earl  Russell,  London,  to  J.  M. 

Mason,  London. 
State  Department  to  James  M. 

Masor. 


State  Department  to  I-lon. 
James  M.  Mason,  commis- 
sioner, London. 


State  Department  to  Hon.  John 
Slidcll,  commissioner,  Paris. 


State  Department,  Richmond, 
to  Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 
commissioner,  London. 


Stato  Department,  Richmond, 
to  Hon.  John  Slidell,  com- 
missioner, Paris. 


State  Department,  Richmond, 
to  Gen.  Joseph  R.  Anderson, 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Stato  Department,  Richmond, 
to  J.  M.  Mason,  London. 


Date. 


Do. 


1802. 
Mar.  29 


Apr.     1 


Apr.     4 

Apr.     5 
(No.  1.) 


Apr.     8 
(No.  2.) 


Apr.     8 

(No.  2.) 


Subject. 


Apr.  12 
(No.  3.) 


...do 

(No.  3.) 


Apr.  13 


Apr.  14 
(No.  4.) 

Apr.  14 
(No.  5.) 


Announces  acceptance  of  Mr.  Yancey's  resignation  as 
commissioner  by  President  Davis. ' 

Submits  lists  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  ports  in 
Cuba,  from  and  to  certain  of  blockaded  ports  of  Con- 
federate States  of  America  during  J  anuary  and  Feb- 
ruary, 1862.  Refers  to  lists  sent  Feb.  17, 1862,  cover- 
ing period  to  end  of  December,  1861. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  Apr.  1  letter  relative  to  block- 
ade of  ports  of  the  Southern  coast  of  North  America. 

Notifies  of  inauguration  of  permanent  Government  of 
Confederate  States  on  Feb.  22,  1862,  and  gives  names 
of  cabinet.  Archives  of  permanent  Government  are 
to  be  kept  separate  from  those  of  provisiona  1  Govern- 
ment, hence  this  dispatch  is  numbered  one.  Gives 
brief  sketch  of  events  which  have  occurred  since  last 
dispatch  of  former  Secretary  of  State,  Feb.  8,  1862, 
particularly  battles. 

Department  has  received  only  one  communication 
since  Mr,  Mason's  arrival  in  London.  Encloses  list 
showing  number  of  vessels  trading  between  Confed- 
erate States  ports  and  foreign  countries  during  No- 

.  vember,  December,  and  January,  100  in  number. 
This  establishes  inefficiency  of  blockade.  Discusses 
question  of  blockade;  explains  that  lack  of  cotton  in 
Europe  is  due  to  fact  that  an  ineffectual  blockade  is 
recognized  and  ships  are  not  sent  to  Confederate 
States  ports  to  procure  cotton. 

Department  is  still  without  communication  from  Mr. 
Slidell.  No  change  in  instructions  necessary,  but 
list  is  enclosed  of  vessels,  exceeding  100  in  number, 
which  have  cleared  blockade,  thus  establishing  its 
inefficiency.  Gives  reasons  why  blockade  is  illegal 
and  explains  that,  dearth  of  cotton  in  Europe  is  duo 
to  respect  which  neutral  countries  have  yielded  to  a 
paper  blockade.  All  neutral  powers  are  invited  to 
buy  or  exchange  manufactures  for  cotton.  Encloses 
extract  of  letter  from  Confederate  States  agent  at 
Mat amoras  regarding  blockade  o i  that  port  in  Mexico. 

Announces  appointment  of  Edwin  de  Leon  as  confi- 
dential agent  of  the  department.  Sum  of  $25,000 
has  been  furnished  him  as  a  secret-service  fund  for 
special  purposes  of  enlightening  public  opinion  in 
Europe  through  the  press.  Hopes  Mr.  Mason  may 
be  able  to  devise  some  means  of  communication 
between  Europe  and  Confederacy.  Discusses  ques- 
tion of  recognition  of  Confederate  States  Govern- 
ment by  European  countries  and  its  influence  in 
restoration  of  peace.  Requests  that  this  aspect  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs. 

Confidential  dispatch  suggesting  measures  by  which 
French  Emperor  might  be  induced  to  disregard 
blockade  by  Northern  States  and  trade  with  Con- 
federate States,  principally  bv  allowing  French 
products  to  enter  Confederate  "States  free  of  duty 
and  by  a  grant  of  100,000  or  more  bales  of  cotton  as 
subsidy.  President  Davis  authorizes  placing  at 
disposal  of  Mr.  Slidell  —  thousand  dollars  for  judi- 
cious use,  with  special  view  to  enlightenment  of 
public  opinion  in  Europe  through  the  press.  Em- 
phasizes necessity  of  establishing  means  of  commu- 
nication between  Confederate  States  and  Europe. 
Announces  appointment  of  Edwin  de  Leon  as  con- 
fidential agent  in  Europe.  Secret-service  fund  of 
$25,000  has  been  given  him  for  special  purpose  of 
enlightening  public  opinion  through  the  press  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Continent.  Requests  coop- 
eration of  Mr.  Slidell. 

Desires  to  send  special  agent  abroad  by  the  Theodora . 
Inquires  when  she  leaves. 

Dispatches  Nos.  2  and  3  received  per  Southwick, 
which  arrived  in  Nassau  and  divided  her  cargo 
among  several  small  steamers. 

Announces  victory  in  battle  of  Shiloh,  Apr.  6,  1862. 
Gives  account  of  battle,  reports  death  of  command- 
ing general,  A.  S.  Johnston,  fall  of  Fort  Pulaski  and 
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State  Department,  Richmond, 
to  J.  M.  Mason,  London 


State  Department,  Richmond, 
to  John  Slidell,  Paris. 

John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


Do. 


State  Department  to  W.  H.  S. 
Taylor,  seeond  auditor. 


State     Department    to     Oen. 
French. 

State  Department  to  Capt.  M. 

F.  Maury. 
J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 

Department. 
Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 

Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department  to  War  De- 
partment. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
State  Department. 


Chas.  J.  Helm,  Havana,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department  to  Messrs. 
Browne,  Fleming  A  Co.,  At- 
lanta, Ga. 


John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


1862. 
Apr.  14 
(No.  5.) 

Apr.  14 

(No.  4.) 
Apr.  14 
(No.  5.) 


Apr.  18 
(No.  6.) 


Apr.  18 


Apr.  21 


..do.... 

Apr.  21 
(No.  8.) 
Apr.  25 
(No.  7.) 


May     2 
(No.  9.) 


May     2 


May     5 


May     6 
(No.  12.) 


May     6 


May     9 
(No.  7.) 


of  Island  No.  10.    Three  or  four  iron  steamers  will 
be  in  action  in  less  than  30  days  for  sweeping  away 
wooden  ships,  gunboats,  and  transports  of  enemy. 
...do 


Encloses  account  of  Wm.  J.  Lindsay's  interviews  with 
Emperor  of  France  concerning  recognition  of  Con- 
federate States  and  blockade;  Emperor's  dissatis- 
faction with  his  present  position  on  account  of  policy 
of  England. 

Reports  Earl  Russell's  reply  to  Mr.  Lindsay's  note 
and  his  refusal  to  receive  Emperor's  message  except- 
ing through  regular  diplomatic  channels;  Mr.  Lind- 
say's interview  with  Mr.  Disraeli,  who  concurred  in 
views  of  Emperor:  Mr.  Lindsay's  second  interview 
with  Emperor. 

Considers  that  owners  of  powder  per  Vanderbilt  are 
entitled  to  amount  claimed  by  them.  Half  of  cargo 
was  taken  by  Gen.  Ilebert,  and  Oen.  Lovell received 
another  supply  on  which  deduction  in  price  was 
made  as  quality  was  not  fully  proof. 

Special  messenger,  Mr.  de  Leon,  has  been  at  Wilming- 
ton since  Thursday  waiting  for  Theodora  to  sail. 
She  can  go  whenever  ready. 

Since  Apr.  19,  1861,  792  vessels  have  entered  and 
cleared  ports  of  Confederate  States. 

Transmits  dispatch  from  Mr.  Slidell  and  reports  Mr. 
Lindsay'ssecondinterview  with  Emperor  of  France. 

Reports  conditions  which  have  arisen  in  England  and 
Germany  on  account  of  blockade  of  Confederate 
State  ports;  mentions  difficulties  Emperor  of  France 
has  to  contend  with  at  home  and  necessity  for  Con- 
federate States  to  have  diplomaticrepreseritatives  in 
Germany;  gives  account  of  progress  in  newspaper 
work  and  plan  for  establishing  a  newspaper  wholly 
devoted  to  interests  of  Confederate  States;  calls 
attention  to  translations,  French  and  German,  of 
Spence's  American  Union. 

Transmits  letter  of  Mr.   James  Spence,  author  of 

•  American  Union,  recommending  proposal  made  by 
Mr.  Spence  that  he  be  appointed  financial  agent  in 
England  for  Government  of  Confederate  States, 
to  conduct  negotiations  for  Confederate  States  Treas- 
ury, and  other  matters  of  importance  which  will 
be  necessary  after  independence  is  achieved,  terms 
to  be  arranged  in  future.  Mr.  Spence  suggests  title 
"Southern  union"  would  be  more  acceptable  than 
Southern  Confederation,  thereby  causing  United 
States  to  be  termed  "Northern  Union." 

Forwards  extract  from  dispatch  received  from  J.  A. 
Quintero,  Monterey,  showing  that  there  is  likely  to 
be  difficulty  on  the  frontier.  Extract  may  be  for- 
warded as  guide  to  General  Hobcrt  for  issuing  orders 
to  General  Bee,  who  is  to  take  charge  of  forces  on 
Rio  Grande. 

Suggestions  regarding  policy  South  should  adopt  con- 
cerning trade  with  foreign  powers,  particularly 
United  States.  Urges  that  Confederate  States  re- 
ceive no  foreign  goods  which  are.  not  imported  di- 
rectly through  a  Southern  port  from  the  country  of 
their  origin.  Calls  attention  to  proposed  project  of 
laying  cable  from  Plymouth  to  Lisbon,  Lisbon  to 
San  Miguel,  San  Miguel  to  Flores,  F'lorcs  to  Ber- 
muda, and  thence  to  Charleston.  Discusses  im- 
provements in  construction  of  vessels  and  abun- 
dance of  material  Confederate  States  have  for  con- 
struction of  iron  steamships. 

Dispatches  received  for  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  have 
been  forwarded  to  them .  Mentions  increase  in  trade 
between  Havana  and  Confederate  States  during 
April,  and  cncioscs  list  of  arrivals  of  vessels,  with 
tonnage  and  amount  of  cargo.  These  papers  have 
been  circulated  in  England   France,  and  Spain. 

Confederate  States  will  not  extend  to  purchases  of  cot- 
ton for  persons  residing  in  foreign  countries  greater 
protection  than  that  extended  to  citizens  of  the  Con- 
federate States.  Government  is  determined  to  al- 
low no  cotton  to  fall  into  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Official  press  of  Paris  has  undergone  a  change  most 
favorable  to  the  Confederate  States.  Mentions  visit 
of  French  minister  Mr.  Mercicr,  to  Richmond.  Ob- 
ject and  results  of  his  visit  not  known. 
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A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


3.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  Presi- 
dent Davis. 


He  riry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Count  Pic  de  Lassus,  Liverpool, 
to  State  Department. 


W.  J.  Grazebrook,  Liverpool, 
to  State  Department. 


John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
State  Department. 


18C2. 
May   13 
(No.  10.) 


May   15 
(No.  8.) 


May    15 
(No.  10.) 


May  15 
(No.  8.) 


May   16 
(No.  11.) 


May    16 


May    17 


May   10 
(No.  9.) 


May   20 


May  20 


June    1 
(No.  9.) 


June    3 
(No.  11.) 


Reports  an  Interview  with  M.  Rogier,  minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs  of  Belgium,  during  which  he  gave  the 
minister  a  history  of  the  wrongs  which  the  United 
States  had  subjected  upon  the  Confederacy;  to 
which  he  listened  in  an  interested  manner.  Hears 
there  is  a  great  shortage  of  cotton  i  n  Manchester,  and 
some  of  the  cotton  mills  there  are  wholly  stopped. 

Describes  interview  with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  on  the  subjects  of  capture  of  New  Or- 
leans and  Mr.  Mercicr's  visit  to  Richmond;  recogni- 
tion of  Confederate  States  by  France,  and  terms 
upon  which  peace  might  be  made. 

Encloses  extracts  from  letter  of  John  Slidell  describing 
his  interview  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  regarding  Mr. 
Mercicr's  visit  to  Richmond.  Mr.  Mason  is  of  opin- 
ion that  Mr.  Mercicr's  orders  were  from  the  Emperor 
direct  and  for  a  mission  which  Emperor  did  not  wish 
England  to  know. 

Transmits  first  numbers  of  his  weekly  journal,  which 
is  exclusively  devoted  to  interests  of  Confederacy. 
Believes  above  paper  will  accomplish  its  object. 
Mentions  dutiesin  connection  with  discharge  of  crew 
of  Sumter.  Encloses  extracts  indicating  tone  of 
London  press  on  Federal  occupation  of  New  Orleans. 
Regrets  consequences  of  event,  but  believes  recogni- 
tion must  soon  take  place. 

Encloses  duplicate  of  letter  forwarded  May  2  addressed 
to  Mr.  Mason  by  Mr.  James  Socnec,  requesting  ap- 
pointment as  financial  agent,  giving  reasons  therefor. 
Approves  suggestion. 

Forwards  by  Colonel  Ward,  late  minister  of  United 
States  to  China,  substance  of  late  dispatches  of  Mr. 
Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason,  in  cipher,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. Requests  that  matter  be  considered  confi- 
dential. Fall  of  New  Orleans  is  unfortunate  for 
cause  of  Confederate  States  in  England. 

Since  closing  letter  dated  May  15  news  has  arrived  of 
evacuation  of  Yorktown.  Encloses  extracts  on  the 
subject  from  Times  and  Herald.  Latter  is  staunch 
friend  but  has  limited  circulation.  Times  is  less 
favorably  disposed  since  Russell's  return. 

Transcribes  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  a  New  York 
correspondent  to  the  London  Standard,  giving  rea- 
sons of  New  York's  interest  in  the  success  of  the  war, 
as  it  is  the  great  center  of  financial  operations,  which 
controls  the  Government. 

Desires  contract  for  munitions  of  war  dated  Nov.  3, 
1861,  favor  of  Beverly  Tucker  and  A.  F.  D.  Giffard, 
which  expired  Apr.  1,  1862,  confirmed  in  favor  of 
Count  de  Lassus  and  W.  J.  Grazebrook,  making 
good  difference  in  exchange.  Refers  to  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  J.  Slidell  regarding  same. 

Suggests  plan  for  armor-plating  vessels,  collecting 
crews,  making  captures,  burning  city  of  New  York 
or  other  vital  point,  using  petroleum  as  a  fire  ship  in 
certain  cases.  Offers  services  in  above  work  at  com- 
mission for  loss  of  time  and  that  of  Count  de  Lassus, 
10  per  cent  if  ve-sel  is  captured  and  100  per  cent  if 
successful.  Knows  of  several  vessels  which  could  be 
ready  in  8  or  10  weeks,  and  will  tako  risk  of  such  an 
act  as  far  as  regards  his  own  Government. 

Reports  conversation  with  Mr.  Billault,  French  minis- 
ter sans  portfolio,  relating  to  denial  by  member  of 
British  ministry  of  any  representations  made  by 
French  Government  to  British  cabinet  concerning 
Emperor's  desire  to  recognize  Confederate  States  and 
put  an  end  to  blockade;  Mr.  Billault's  statement  in 
regard  to  England's  policy  and  his  assurance  that 
French  ministry  is  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
South ;  France's  inability  to  act  without  cooperation 
of  England;  change  in  tone  of  English  cabinet,  due 
to  fall  of  New  Orleans  and  good  results  expected  if 
success  can  be  obtained  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  addressed  1)V  him  to  Mr.  Chas. 
Rogier,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Belgium,  in  which 
is  presented  statement  of  the  claims  of  his  country 
to  formal  and  full  recognition  as  an  independent 
republic. 


416 


419 


420 


423 


424 


425 


424 


415 


426 


427 


428 


429 


170429°—  22— vol  3- 


50 


LIST  OF  PAPERS. 


State  Department  correspondence  with  diplomatic  agents,  etc.  (1862) — Contd. 


From  and  to  whom. 


State  Department  to  Hon. 
James  L.  Orr,  Confederate 
States  Senator,  Anderson, 
S.  C. 

A.  D.  Maim  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


I.  M.  Mason.  London,  to  State 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department,  Richmond, 
to  Judge  E.  W.  Moisc,  Mobile, 
Ala. 

Chas.  J.  Helm,  Havana,  to 
Stale  Department,  Richmond 


A.  D.  Mann  to  Stale  Depari 
ment. 


State  Department  to  Treasury 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


1862. 
June    i 


June  13 
(No.  12.) 


June  23 

(No.  12.) 


Subject. 


June  23 
(No.  13.) 


June  23 

(No.  13.) 


June  24 


June  30 
(No.  14.) 


July     3 


July     3 
(No.  13.) 


July     5 
(No.  15.) 


July     5 


July   12 

(No.  16.) 


July   15 
(No.  17.) 


Secretary  of  War  will  issue  instructions  on  subject 
"Who  are  citizens"  according  to  opinion  stated  by 
Attorney-General. 

Reports  an  article  appeared  in  a  Paris  newspaper 
June  9,  on  the  subject  of "  Mediation,"  giving  reasons 
why  Europe  should  intervene  on  account  other  vital 
commercial  interests  in  America,  and  comments 
thereon. 

Gives  account  of  dispatches  received  and  sent;  dis- 
cusses question  of  intervention  by  Great  Britain 
and  France  as  unlikely  at  present;  declaration  in 
Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  that  no  proposition 
has  been  made  by  France  to  England  to  offer  joint 
mediation  to  Confederate  States  and  United  States; 
conditions  existing  on  account  of  "cotton  famine" 
and  propriety  of  making  a  renewed  requ  est  to  France 
and  England  for  recognition :  suggests  that  in  event 
of  making  request  f  or  r  ecogni  tion  and  refusal  of  same 
by  England,  ne  withdraw  to  the  continent  to  await 
'  instructions  from  Confederate  States  Government. 
Is  awaiting  instructions  as  to  laying  before  British 
Government  statement  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Zacharie  of 
New  Orleans  relative  to  outrage  perpetrated  on  him 
on  board  Eugenie  Smith. 

Transmitsinstructions  for  preparation  of  an  explosive 
powder  said  to  be  equal  or  superior  to  gunpowder, 
received  from  Samuel  Riker,  late  consul  of  United 
States  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main.  States  terms  on 
which  ConfederateStatesmayhaveu.se  of  invention. 

Reports  comments  in  papers  of  England  and  France 
upon  the  subject  of  mediation  and  gives  extracts  of 
opinionsthcreon.  Hears  the  basis  of  mediation  had 
its  origin  at  the  Tuileries,  and  that  the  French  Em- 
peror designs  to  conquer  Mexico  and  establish  a 
throne  there. 

Encloses  pamphlet  for  sale  in  large  quantities  at  shop 
in  London  for  1  shilling.  Doubtless  they  will  be 
sent  to  Southern  ports  todiscrcdit  Con  federate  States 
currency.    Shall  prosecute  enquiry  here  cautiously. 

Hears  that  Lord  Lyons  has  arrived  in  London  and  M. 
Mercier  is  expected  in  Paris  in  a  few  days,  which 
bodes  no  good  to  our  cause.  The  United  States  is 
desirous  of  procuring  intervention  bv  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  under  the  guise  of  mediation,  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  Regrets  he  was  not  ac- 
credited to  Switzerland"  and  Italy,  where  he  thinks 
he  could  have  rendered  some  service  to  our  cause  in 
those  countries. 

Battle  of  Richmond  after  8  days  still  continues.  Con- 
federate States  victorious  thus  far.  Statistics  re 
prisoners,  lolled,  and  wounded.  Brigadier-General 
Griffith,  of  Mississippi,  killed. 

Encloses  ertract  from  letter  to  Judge  Rost  which  ex- 

£lains  manner  in  which  letters  forwarded  to  State 
'epartment  by  C.  J.  Helm,  through  captain  ofstcam- 
er  Fox,  were  secured  liy  enemy  and  published  in 
New  York  Herald. 

Reports  that  a  large  manufacturer  of  cotton  goods  told 
him  he  leared  a  revolution  would  be  inevitable  in 
the  manufacturing  districts  of  Europe  if  the  supplies 
ol  the  raw  materials  could  not  be  obtained  before 
winter  set  in,  and  that  from  idleness  amongst  the 
working  people  crime  has  increased  to  an  alarming 
extent. 

Returns  to  Treasury  Department  S28,000  of  the  S30,000 
entrusted  to  H.  Stewart  by  War  Department,  to  bo 
used  in  purchase  of  revolvers  ,ror  army  which  Stew- 
art undertook  to  smuggle  across  the  line.  He.  was 
killed  in  attempting  to  escape  from  prison.  Major 
Rhett  received  above  from  Stewart  b_it  no  account 
of  remaining  *2,0OO  has  been  received. 

Reports  the  receipt  of  2  dispatches  and  stales  the  Czar 
has  just,  recognized  the  Kingdom  olllaJv,  and  hopes 
that  our  independence  will  soon  be  world-wide  rec- 
ognition. 

States  the  heroism  exhibited  by  our  countrymen  in 
fighting  the  North  is  at  last  beginning  tu  compel  the 
admiration  and  sympathy  of  Europe,  and  cites  com- 
parisons with  Napoleon's  army  in  Russia,  which 
wax  finally  defeated,  hoping  the  same  may  happen 
to  the  Northern  army  in  the  South. 
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A.  D.  Mann,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  A.  Dudley 
Mann,  Brussels,  Belgium. 


L.  Heyligcr,  Nassau,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department  to  John  Sii- 
dcll,  Paris. 


John    Slidell,    Paris,    to    Mr. 
Thouvenel.  minister  of  foreign 

affairs. 


John    Slidell,    Paris,   to   State 
Department. 

L.  Heyliger,  Nassau  to  State 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


1862. 
July   15 
(No".  18.) 


July  19 
(No.  3.) 


July   19 


July   19 
(No.  5.) 


July  '  21 


July   25 
(No.  10.) 


July   20 


July   26 
(No.  19.) 


July   30 
(No.  14.) 


Expects  to  leave  July  16  for  London  and  Taris  to  see 
his  colleagues  there.    Thinks  that  1  <ord  Partners  ton 
will  he  disposed  to  admit  our  independence  in  view  1 
of  our  Tecent  Brilliant  victory  over  our  enemy. 

Dispatches  No<v.  8,  fl,  10  first  received  from  Mr.  Mann 
since  assuming  charge  of  mission  to  Belgium.  Ex- 
presses President's  gratification  for  friendliness  of 
Belgium  Government.  Copy  of  State  Department's 
narrative  of  public  affairs  of  interest,  since  Apr., 
1862,  will  oe  forwarded  by  Mx.  Mason  from  London. 
Confederate  StateB'  success  continues 

Mentions  arrival  of  schooner  Argylc  from  Wilmington 
with  189  bales  cotton;  capture  of  Victoria  with  160 
bales  cotton;  Captain  Semmcs'  departure  for  Eng- 
land by  steamer  Bahama,  July  13;  Captain  Bulloch 's 
plan  toconvoy  Economist  with  cargo  of  45,000  stand 
of  arms  to  Charleston.  Expects  favorable  decision 
in  case  of  the  Orcto  by  26th.  Steamers  Leopard  and 
Minho  will  carry  out  a  quantity  of  Government 
goods  in  a  few  days.  Port  closely  blockaded  by 
Yankee  gunboats;  steamer  Adela  captured  on  7th 
inst.  Mr.  F.  Mohl  carries  by  this  conveyance  dis- 
patches from  Europe,  also  secret  of  new  invention 
formating  gunpowder.    Encloses  letter  from  Helm. 

Dispatch  No.  7,  May  9,  1862,  first  communication  re- 
ceived by  Department  from  Mr.  Slidell.  Depart- 
ment's  dispatch  No.  3,  Apr.  12,  gave  to  Mr.  Slidell 
the  President's  views  and  instructions  regarding  ne- 
gotiations with  French  calinet.  Narrates  capture 
of  New  Orleans  and  tyrannical  -actions  of  General 
Butler;  describes  visit  of  Count  Mcrcaer;  gives  narra- 
tive of  even  is  following  battle  of  Shiloh,  including 
brilliant  victory  in  battle  of  Richmond;  expects  rec- 
ognition now  by  foreign  nat  ions.  Command  of  army 
was  given  to  General  Robt.  E.  I^ee  by  President 
Davis  June  1.  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was 
severely  wounded  in  battle  May  31. 

Course  of  events  sinte  interview  of  Feb.  7, 1862,  justifies 
hope  that  demand  forrocogrntion  be  now  ■considered. 
Exphonsattitude  of  Confederate  Stales  in  maintain- 
ing their  right  to  self-government;  value  to  French 
Government  of  supplies  of  cotton,  coal,  iron,  and 
other  productions  of  Confederate  States.  Is  con- 
vinced that  recognition  of  Confederate  States  by 
England  and  France  would  have  long  since  brought 
wartoa-ciMe.  Protests  against  French  Government 
allowing  United  Stales  to  interfere  with  correspond- 
ence lie t ween  Confederate  States  and  France.  Pub- 
Ue  opinion  in  Europe  is  influenced  by  erroneous 
statements  received  from  Northern  press,  while  only 
occasional  journals  from  the  South  arc  received  and 
always  two  or  three  weeks  later  than  those  from  the 
North.  Encloses  memorandum  on  subject  of  pre- 
tended blockade  of  Confederate  States  by  Federal 
Government.* 

Encloses  full  details  of  interview  with  Emperor  of 
France  and  describes  interview  with  Mr.  Thou  vend 
in  which  Confederate  States  Government  demand 
for  recognition  was  presented.    <Sce  July  21.) 

Encloses  account  of  outrage  on  British  vessel  Herald. 
Expects  favorable  decision  in  case  of  the  Orcto  by 
Aug.  1  or  2.  Mentions  capture  of  British  brig  Lilla. 
from  Liverpool  to  Nassau,  with  assorted  cargo  and 
200  tons  saltpeter.  The  flag  has  eeased  to  afford 
protection. 

Reports  the  ill- timed  motion  of  Mr.  Lindsay  in  House 
of  Commons,  has  certainly  set  back  our  recognition 
for  weeks,  possibly  for  months,  which  will  prove  hurt- 
ful to  our  interests.  The  crop  of  cereals  in  Europe  is 
considered  more  than  an  average,  which  will  cause 
the  fal  1  of  bruadstufTs  in  price,  with  no  profit  for  the 
Northern  States  of  America  from  their  crops. 

Dispatches  1  to  5  received  June  29.  Extractsfrom  No. 
1  nave  been  published  in  London .  Transmits  copies 
of  letter -on  subject  of  blockade  to  Earl  Russell  and 
reply  thereto  by  Mr.  Layard,  undersecretary,  same 
being  the  only  notice  taken  of  letter.  Future  com- 
munications will  be  so  framed  as.  not  to  admit  of  like 
discourtesy.    Transmits  letter  of  July  17  to  £%] 

i  Not  found. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Do. 


State  Department  to  Mrs.  Rose 
Greenhow,  Richmond,  Va. 

State  Department  to  Mrs.  Bax- 
ley,  Richmond,  Va. 

L.    Heyliger,   Nassau,   N.  P., 
to  State  Department. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


T.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Dr.  Robertson,  consulado  de 
Espana,    Norfolk,    Va.,    to 
President  Davis.     . 

State  Department  to  President 
Davis. 


John   Slidcll,    Paris,   to   State 
Department. 


July  30 
(No.  14) 


July  31 


Aug.  1 
..do.... 
..do.... 


Aug.     4 
(No.  9) 


Aug.  S 
(No.  15) 


Aug.  5 
Aug.  11 


Aug.  12 
(No.  11.) 


Subject. 


Russell  concerning  mediation  and  answer  thereto; 
sends  copy  of  debate  on  Mr.  Lindsay's  motion  for 
mediation;  transmits  copy  of  letter  of  July  24  to  Earl 
Russell  requesting  recognition  by  British  Govern- 
ment, accompanied  by  private  note  of  same  date 
asking  for  an  interview,  to  which  no  answer  has  been 
received.  Mr.  Slidell  presented  letter  oflikeimport 
to  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  the  23d.  Encloses  copy  of 
note  received  from  Earl  Russell  declininginterview 
because  he  "docs  not  think  any  advantage  would 
arise  from  it."  Encloses  copy  of  supplement  to 
letter  sent  to  Earl  Russell  July  2i,in  which  Presi- 
dent Davis's  views  concerning  prolongation  of  war 
on  account  of  England's  refusal  to  recognize  Con- 
federate States  Government  are  set  forth.  Is  now 
awaiting  answer  of  Lord  Russell  promised  Aug.  4. 
Annexes  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  letter  dated  Aug.  2, 
in  which  he  states  that  no  recognition  will  be  made 
at  present  by  British  Government,  owing  to  un- 
settled conditions  in  America.  Ts  considering  a 
reply  to  above  letter  commenting  on  position 
taken. 

Transmits  Mr.  Slidell's  dispatches  received  to-day  for 
the  Department.  N  o  answer  yet  to  request  for  inter- 
view. Has  put  Mr.  de  Leon  in  communication  with 
Mr.  S pence,  of  Liverpool.  Parliament  is  to  be  pro- 
rogued on  5th  of  August.  Great  uneasiness  exists  in 
regard  to  increasing  famine  in  cot  ton  districts. 

Encloses  check  for  12,500  (secret-service  fund),  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  service  rendered. 

Encloses  check  for  $500  (from  President's  secret-service 
fund)  as  an  acknowledgment  of  service  rendered. 

Demand  has  been  made  for  release  of  steamer  Adcla  by 
Captain  Watson,  of  H.  M.  S.  Petrel,  on  ground  that 
she  was  on  lawful  voyage  from  Bermuda  to  Nassau. 
Reply  was  that  case  must  take  usual  course  in  prize 
court.    CaseofOretoarguedycsterday. 

Sends  brief  recapitulation  of  con  ten  ts  of  dispatches  4  to 
8.  No  prospects  of  recognition  as  yet.  Has  had  in- 
terview with  Mr.  Gladstone  concerning  reduction  of 
Confederate  States  dollar  to  make  it  equal  4  shillings 
sterling.  Mr.  Gladstone  expressed  no  sanguine 
hopes  on  question  of  Indian  cotton  supply,  but  pre- 
dicted speedy  end  of  war  and  independence  of  the 
South .  Have  had  Inserted  in  the  Index  an  article  on 
reduction  of  Conledcrate  States  dollar,  also  debates, 
etc.,  in  Parliament  on  subject  of  recognition  of  Con- 
federate States.  Publication  of  Index  was  com- 
menced by  H.  Hotze  in  May  and  has  articles  in 
Morning  Post  and  Herald.  Discusses  usefulness, 
cost,  etc .  of  same.  Has  received  notice  that  3  cabinet 
meetings,  each  time  evenly  divided,  have  been  held 
concerning  Mr.  Mason's  demand  for  recognition. 
Testifies  to  merits  of  Mr.  von  Borcke,  of  Prussian 
army,  who  has  gone  to  Confederate  States  to  tender 
his  sword ,  and  was  obliged  to  destroy  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  President  and  others. 

Encloses  copy  of  debate  on  motion  of  Lord  Campbell 
for  correspondence  between  the  "  Envoy  of  the  Con- 
federate States"  and  the  Foreign  oHlee  which  Lord 
Russell  declined  to  lay  before  the  House  because 
"unofficial." 

Requests  assistance  i  n  case  of  a  young  Spanish  gentle- 
man who  lost  books,  baggage,  etc. ,  while  a  passenger 
on  brig B.  T.  Martin. 

Returns  negative  aaswer  to  enquiry  of  President  as  to 
whether  he  has  authority  to  "appoint  an  officer  of 
the  Regular  Army  to  temporary  rank  of  brigadier- 
general  for  duty  as  adjutant  and  inspector  geucral  " 

Reports  that  nothing  has  been  formally  decided  by 
French  cabin  et  concerning  recognition  of  Confederate 
States.  Believes  France  will  follow  waiting  policy  of 
England.  Thinks  approaching  election  will  be 
favorable  to  Confederate  States.  Has  been  informed 
that  Russia  returned  very  negative  response  to  circu- 
lar note  sent  to  continental  powers  asking  their 
opinion  as  to  expediency  of  recognizing  Confederate 
States.  Is  satisfied  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  is  hostile  to 
cause  of  Confederate  States. 
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State  Department  to  A.  Dudley 
Mann,  Brussels,  Belgium . 


State  Department  to  A.  Dudley 
Mann,  Brussels,  Belgium. 


Charles  J.  ITelm,  Havana,  to 
State  Department. 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


■   1S62. 
Aug.  14 
(No.  4). 


Aug.  14 
(No.  6.) 


Aug.  16 


Aug.  15 
(No.  20.) 


J.  SUdell  to  State  Department. . 


John  SUdell,   Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


C.  J.  Helm   to   State  Depart- 
ment. 


A.  D.  Mann,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


John   Slidell,   Paris,  to   State 

Department. 


A.  1).  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Aug.  20 
(No.  12.) 


Aug.  24 
(No.  12.) 


Sept.    1 
(No.  21.) 


Sept.    3 
(No.  14.) 


Sept.    5 
(No.  22.) 


Sept.  13 
(No.  13.) 


Sept.  15 
(No.  23.) 


Requests  Mr.  Mann  to  proceed  to  Copenhagen,  Den- 
mark, to  execute  President  Davis's  instructions  on 
subject  of  recent  arrangemen  t  between  Governments 
of  United  States  and  Denmark  for  transferring  to 
Danish  colonies  In  West  Indies  Africans  captured 
from  slavers  and  broughtlnto  United  States.  Presi- 
dent Davis  hopes  to  prevent  possibility  of  seizure  of 
Confererate  States  slaves  and  delivering  them  for 
conveyance  to  West  Indies  instead  of  Africans 
rescued  on  the  high  seas. 

Instructs  Mr.  Mann  to  act  in  communication  with  for- 
eign courts  on  basis  of  unquestioned  justice  of  Con- 
federate States  cause,without  further  argument. 
Special  mention  is  made  of  communication  with 
Danish  Court. 

Fonvards  copy  of  directions  for  making  recently  in- 
vented 1KB  gunpowder,  without  saltpeter,  sul- 
phur, or  acids. 

Reports  that  the  chances  for  our  recognition  seem  no 
more  favorable  than  they  were  a  year  ago,  as  both 
Great  Britain  and  France  seem  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  amount  of  blood  shed  by  the  South  in  defense  of 
their  soil.  It  has  been  asserted  in  a  Belgian  journal, 
that  an  entente  cordiale  exists  between  the  French 
Emperor  and  the  Yankees  in  relation  to  the  inva- 
sion of  Mexico,  and  that  the  reason  was  the  condi- 
tion made  with  the  Emperor  that  no  recognition  of 
the  Confederate  States  be  made  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. 

Reports  he  has  ceased  to  entertain  any  hope  of  early 
separate  action  by  the  Government  of  France  on  our 
affairs.  Gives  an  account  of  his  interview  with 
the  Duke  de  Morny ,  where  a  discussion  of  our  affairs 
took  place,  who  expressed  himself  warmly  in  favor 
of  our  cause. 

No  hopes  of  recognition.  Is  satisfied  that  England 
desires  prolongation  of  war.  Mentions  selfishness 
and    hypocrisy  of   English  statesmen.     Has  ex- 

Sressed  freely  to  Mr.  Laubat  his  feelings  toward 
forthern  brothers,  knowing  a  dispatch  would  be 
sent  to  Seward  &  Co.  reporting  same. 

Comments  on  a  circular  of  Mr.  Seward's  he  recently 
saw,  which  makes  exertions  to  enlist  an  army  of 
foreign  mercenaries  under  the  guise  of  needed  labor- 
ers and  artisans  for  the  United  States.  Such  an 
attempt  is  infringement  of  the  asserted  neutrality 
of  Great  Britain,  which  should  be  resented. 

Reports  the  arrival  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida  at  Cardenas 
Aug.  18.  The  governor  intimated  a  wish  that  she  be 
brought  to  Havana,  where  ho  could  protect  her 
from  Federal  interference,  so  the  captain  was  tele- 
graphed to  bring  his  ship  here,  but  was  unable  to  do 
so,  being  sick  with  yellow  fever.  The  ship  arrived 
on  Sept.  1,  but  only  remained  a  short  time,  sailing 
for  Mobile  the  same  day. 

Reportsa  matrimonial  alliance  has  been  arranged  be- 
tween the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Princess  of  Den- 
mark during  the  visit  of  Queen  Victoria  to  King 
Leopold.  Hears  these  two  sovereigns  are  convinced 
that  the  subjugation  of  the  Confederate  States  is  too 
absurd  a  notion  to  be  entertained  in  royal  circles. 
Also  heard  that  Earl  Russell  thought  the  Yankees 
could  not  overpower  the  united  and  resolute  South. 

Transmits  copy  of  memorandum  submitted  to  Em- 
peror of  France  through  Count  de  Persigny ,  in  which 
arguments  are  made  showing  why  recognition  by 
France  and  England  is  most  important  to  interests 
of  Europe.  Cotton  now  worth  in  Havre  50  per  cent 
more  than  in  month  of  July. 

Reports  the  President's  message  was  printed  in  L' 
Independence  Uelge  accompanied  by  notices  of  a 
highly  gratifying  character,  and  is  producing  salu- 
tary effectseverywhore.  Seward's  circular  has  been 
ably  exposed  by  the  Belgian  journals  and  by  the 
London  Times.  Is  doing  all  he  can  do  to  defeat  its 
object,  both  here  and  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 
Gives  details  of  latest  experiments  made  in  Austria 
with  gun  cotton. 
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N.  S.  Reneau,  Richmond,  to 
President  Davis. 


State   Department   to   N.    S. 
Reneau. 

J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Do. 


Henry  Hotse,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


State    Department   to   J.    M. 
Mason,  London. 


1802. 
Sept.  15 


Sept.  17 


Sept.  18 
(No.  17.) 


Sept.  18 
(No.  16.) 


Sept.  26 
(No.  11.) 


Sept.  26 
(No.  7.) 


Stale     Department    to    John 
SlidcU,  Pans. 


Stjic    Department   to    I'.    A. 
Host,  Paris 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Sept.  26 
(No.  C.) 


Sept.  26 


Sept.  20 
(No.  24.) 


Requests  copy  of  Hon.  J.  M.-  Mason's  reports  to  Con- 
federate States  Government  of  N.  S.  Reneau's  or 
Mason  and  Reneau's  joint  acts  in  purchase  of  iron 
steamer  Merrimac,  and  part  of  her  cargo. 
Mr.  Reneau  has  not  been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Mason  in 
dispatchestoConfederateStates  Government.  Last 
dispatch  dated  June  23. 
Dispatch  No.  16  accompanies  this.  Believes  delay 
in  answering  Mr.  Slidell's  note  to  Mr.  Thouvenel 
arises  from  desire  of  French  Government  to  comply 
with  request  for  recognition  and  to  bring  England 
into  accord.  Has  heard  that  British  cabinet  will 
take  question  up  again  in  October.  Same  report 
has  reached  Mr.  Slidell.  All  are  elated  at  success  of 
Confederate  States  in  series  of  battles,  and  news 
that  Confederate  States  forces  have  crossed  into 
Maryland. 
Encloses  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Navy  Department 
on  the  subject  of  a  contract  with  Mr.  Sanders  to  build 
certain  ships  for  the  Navy,  with  details  cf  an  inter- 
view which  took  place  between  himself  and  Mr. 
Sanders  recently. 

Reports  public  opinion  favorably  influenced  by  suc- 
cess of  Confederate  States  forces.  One  class,  the 
Lancashire  operatives,  remains  hostile  to  Confeder- 
ate States,  believing  Confederate  States  Government 
responsible  for  their  present  miseries.  1 'resident 
Davis'smessage  to  Congress  praised  by  London  press. 
Encloses  extracts  containing  tributes  to  same. 
States  successful  progress  in  publics  tion  of  the  Index 
and  work  accomplished  through  other  newspapers. 
Work  is  limited  by  lack  of  funds.  Croat  Britain 
fears  success  of  South  would  lead  to  reconstruction 
of  Union.  Is  of  opinion  that  Govemmentand  peo- 
ple of  (Jreat  Britain  would  make  every  sacrifice 
to  prevent  same.  Has  not  been  successful  in 
procuring  publication  of  German  translation  of 
Spence's  American  Union  while  absent  from  Lon- 
don in  August.  Suggests  placing  agent  in  Berlin 
or  other  large  German  cily  in  case  war  is  prolonged. 

instructions  regarding  dispatches,  12lo  14.  4  toSstill 
missing.  Gives  detailed  accounts  of  movements  in- 
cluding battles,  of  Union  and  Confederate  armies 
from  July  19. 1802,  to  date  with datashowingnumbcr 
of  enemy's  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  etc.  Morgan 
and  t  orrcst's  brilhantsucccsscsin  Kentucky  and  the 
joining  of  that  State  to  the  Confederacy.  New  York 
newspapers  arc  demanding  transfer  of  United  Slates 
mint  to  that  city  on  ground  that  it  is  exposed  to 
capture  in  Philadelphia.  President  Davis  considers 
it  best  for  Mr.  Mason  to  remain  in  or  near  his  presen  t 
position  unless  grave  reasons  justify  withdrawal. 
Desires  that  publicity  be  given  facts  of  capture  and 
parole  of  70  of  General  Pope's  officers  by  General 
Jackson,  as  President  DavLs's  action  is  censured  by 
English  journals  as  wanting  in  humanity.  Officers 
were  held  forexchangc  only  until  Pope's  murderous 
orders  were  set  aside  and  he  was  removed  from  com- 
mand. Encloses  copy  of  dispatch  sent  Mr.  Mann 
relative  to  Africans  captured  from  slavers  at  sea. 

Dispatch  No.  2  of  Feb.  26,  brought  to  Department 
bept.  26  is  the  only  one  received.  Forwards  files  of 
newspapers  relating  to  cond  uct  of  war  since  dispatch 
of  July  19,  1862.  Department  has  received  Mr 
Host's  resignation  but  not  that  of  Mr.  Foam  which 
m01,SL  m"8  accompanied  Mr.  Rosfs.  Requests 
Mr.  Slidell  to  inform  Mr.  Fcarn  that  his  office  is 
vacated  account  of  departure  and  closing  ud  of 
legation  at  Madrid  bv  Mr.  Rost.  v 

Notifies  Mr.  Host  of  receipt  and  acceptance  by  Presi- 
dent of  Mr.  Rost's  resignation.  Infers  that  Mr 
I  earn  s  letter  of  resignation  accompanied  original  of 
J  .  A.  Kost  s.  States  dates  and  amounts  or  remit- 
tances sent  on  account  of  salary  and  requests  Mr 
itost,  after  retaining  amount  due  him  to  May  28  (date 
of  resignation)  to  place  remainder  to  credit  of  State 
Department  with  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co 

Learns  that  Garibaldi  has  declared  his  intention  of 
offering  his  services  to  the  Yankees,  as  soon  as  he  is 
restored  to  liberty  and  his  wounds  arc  healed.  States 
ho  is  an  utterly  fallen  hero  and  is  ready  to  catch  at 
any  hope  to  retrieve  himself. 
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P.  A.  Rest,  Paris,  To  State  De- 
partment. 


John  SUdell,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


Do. 


L.  Heyliger,  Nassau,  to  governor 
of  Bahamas  C.  J.  Bayley, 
Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Colonial  secretary,  Nassau,  to 
L.  Heyliger. 


S.  N.  Stewart,  agent  for  Con- 
federate States,  Halifax,  to 
owner  of  Schooner  Lone  Star. 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


John  SUdell,  Paris,  to  State  De 
partment. 


L.  Heyliger,  Nassau,  New  Prov- 
idence, to  State  Department. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
State  Department. 


1862. 
Sept.  28 


Sept.  28 
(No.  14.) 


Sept.  29 
(No.  15.) 


Oct.     2 

do 


Oct.      4 


Oct.     7 
(No.  25.) 


Oct.    9 
(No.  16.) 


Oct.    13 


Oct.    14 

(NO.  26.) 


Hopes  resignation  of  P.  A.  Rost,  handed  State  Dcpart- 
partment  by  Mr.  Fearn  has  been  accepted  by  Presi- 
dent. Resignation  due  to  state  of  health  and  con- 
viction that  commissioner  is  not  needed  in  Spain 
until  Confederate  States  are  recognized  in  London 
and  Paris.  Also  desires  to  be  near  home  when  New 
Orleans  is  again  taken  by  Confederate  States  to  take 
charge  of  house  and  plantation  seized  by  General 
Butler.  Suggests  Mr.  Edwin  dc  Leon  for  commis- 
sioner to  Madrid  after  recognition  of  Confederate 
State  by  England  and  France.  Mrs.  Benjamin  and 
daughters  arc  in  Paris. 

Testimonial  in  favor  of  Henry  Cook,  of  London,  who 
wishes  to  present  to  Confederate  States  Government 
propositions  for  laying  telegraphic  cables  on  coast  of 
Confederate  States  to  establish  communication  with 
Europe. 

Reports  conversation  with  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  who  is 
in  sympathy  with  the  South  and  feels  confident  that 
recognition  by  England  is  close  at  hand.  He  sug- 
gests that  President  Davis  disclaim  any  purpose  of 
aggression  or  conquest  and  pronounce  principles  of 
free  trade.  Mr.  Slide M  has  received  offer  from  a 
banking  house  of  Paris  of  loans  if  satisfactory  terms 
can  be  agreed  upon.  Arrangement  of  similar  char- 
acter has  been  made  in  London.  Emperor  is  ex- 
pected on  Oct.  4  or  5,  when  interview  will  be  asked 
for;  if  refused,  a  formal  call  will  be  made  on  Mr. 
Thouvenel  for  response  to  letter  of  July  21.  Count 
de  Persigny  has  not  until  now  spoken  confidently 
of  early  recognition. 

Informs  governor  of  Nassau  that  L.  Heyliger  is  au- 
thorized representative  of  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

Acknowledges,  by  direction  of  governor,  letter  of  Oct. 
2.  Same  will  l>e  forwarded  to  His  Majesty's  sec.  of 
state.  His  excellency  will  be  happy  to  receive  any 
unofficial  representations  in  his  private  and  per- 
sonal capacity. 

Guarantees  owner  against  all  loss,  detention  or  damage 
seizure  or  capture  by  enemies  of  Confederacy,  on 
voyage  from  Halifax  to  Baltimore  and  back  to  Hali- 
fax, cargo  to  be  disposed  of  at  Baltimore. 

Gives  extracts  from  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  from  the  Social  Science  Congress 
of  all  Nations  which  met  in  Brussels  Sept.  7,  which 
related  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  until  the  differ- 
ences of  the  two  factions  could  be  adjusted,  with  the 
view  of  peace  to  t>e  arranged  between  the  North  and 
South.  The  King  of  Italy  has  granted  amnesty 
to  Garibaldi  and  his  followers. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  Earl  Shaftesbury 
stating  his  belief  that  recognition  of  Confederate 
State  is  close  at  hand,  John  SUdell  asked  through  a 
friend  for  interview  wiih  Mr.  Thouvenel  which  he 
could  not  grant  on  account  of  having  fixed  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Dayton,  but  sent  message  that  noth- 
ing would  be  definitely  decided  until  return  of  Em- 
peror from  Biarritz  on  8th  instant.  Note  from  Mr. 
rcrsigney states  Emperorwishcs  to  recognize  South 
and  is  making  efforts  forgcncral  rccognii  ion  through- 
out Europe.  Cabinctcouncilwillbcheldto-morrow 
but  it  is  probable  Italian  question  will  take  prece- 
dence of  Confederate  Statesat  first  meeting  of  cabinet . 
Hears  that  English  will  also  meet  to-morrow  and 
question  of  recognition  will  be  disposed  of.  Hopes 
Emperor  will  dispense  with  cooperation  of  Eng- 
land. Transmits  papers  on  improvements  in  artil- 
lery and  breech- loading  firearms  at  request  of  Mr. 
Claxton,  one  of  the  inventors. 

Encloses  copy  of  correspondence  with  governor  of 
Bahama  Islands.  Gives  date  concerning  cargoes 
of  different  vessels.  Wilkes,  of  Trent  notoriety, 
landed  dispatches  here  a  few  days  ago  for  Federal 
consul. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  sent  Mr.  Rogier,  minister  of 
foreign  alfairs.  Believes  Lincoln  government  has 
not  yet  secured  good  will  of  King  Leopold.  Men- 
tions hostility  to  Confederate  States  of  l'lndepen- 
dauce  Beige  but  thinks  occasional  truths  which  it 
reveals  serves  cause  of  Confederate  States  more  than 
its  glaringly  false  statements. 
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State  Department  to  John  Sli- 
dell. 


Pope  Pius  IX  to  Archbishop 
of  New  York. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

IJohn   Slidell,   Paris,   to   State 
Department. 


C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Henry  Hotae,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


John    Slidell,   Paris,    to   State 
Department. 


1862. 
Oct.    17 
(No.  7.) 


Oct.    18 


Oct.    18 
(No.  27.) 

Oct.    20 
(No.  17.) 


Oct.    23 
(No.  18.) 


Oct.    24 
(No.  13.) 


Oct.    24 
(No.  28.) 


Oct.    26 
(No.  29.) 


Oct.    28 
(No.  18.) 


Oct.   31 


Transmits  copies  of  letters  >  received  from  Governor 
Lubbock  and  Senator  Oldham,  of  Texas,  relative  to 
alleged  attempts  of  French  Government,  through 
its  consular  agents,  to  effect  withdrawal  of  Texas 
from  Confederacy.  Possibly  consul  may  have  acted 
without  instructions  from  his  Government.  Mr. 
Slidell  is  requested  to  investigate,  and  may,  if 
deemed  advisable,  makeknown  the  facts  to  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain. 

Deplores  state  of  war  in  America  and  urges  prayers 
for  peace  and  that  people  be  exhorted  to  charity  and 
conciliation.  Similar  letter  has  been  written  to 
Archbishop  of  New  Orleans. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  two  dispatches,  and  that  he 
expects  to  leave  immediately  for  Copenhagen  in 
obedience  to  instructions  j  ust  received. 

Nothing  definite  to  report  regarding  Emperor's  inten- 
tions. Italian  question  has  absorbed  attention  of 
Government.  Mr.  Thouvenel  has  resigned;  is  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.  Persigny  and 
Fould  have  been  induced  to  withdraw  their  resigna- 
tions. l.s  less  hopeful  ofjoint  recognition  by  England 
and  France.  Mr.  Thouvenel,  surprised  by  Lord 
Cowley's  statement  that  his  Government  has  no 
official  knowledge  of  Emperor's  views,  stated  that 
there  had  been  discussion  between  the  two  countries 
re  recognition,  and  England  was  not  as  well  disposed 
to  act  as  France;  object  of  France  was  to  nring 
about  an  armistice.  Has  been  promised  an  inter- 
view with  Emperor  as  soon  as  Italian  question  sub- 
sides. Mr.  de  Lhuys  is  said  to  be  favorable  to 
cause  of  Confederate  States. 

Encloses  a  copy  of  a  note  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason  concern- 
ing the  outrage  committed  by  the  Federal  cruiser 
Montgomery  in  burning  the  British  steamer  Blanche 
in  the  harbor  of  Marianao.  Regrets  to  inform  the 
Department  of  the  retirement  of  General  Serrano 
from  Cuba  in  a  few  weeks. 

Reports  political  affairs  in  England  indicate  favorable 
change  toward  recognition  of  Confederate  States 
and  pressure  of  public  opinion  may  force  it  in  Febru- 
ary. Has  been  informed  that  Democrats  in  New 
York  are  organized  into  a  peace  parly.  No  hope  of 
independent  action  from  France.  Emperor  is  anx- 
ious for  recognition  but  people  are  either  indifferent 
or  friendly  to  North.  Business  circles  in  London 
have  news  of  a  resolution  by  Confederate  States 
Congress  offering  1,000,000  bales  cotton  to  he  pur- 
chased or  impressed  by  the  Government.  Federal 
emancipation  decree  has  been  received  by  English 
press  favorably  to  Confederate  States.    Richmond 

gapers  have  done  harm  by  producing  impression  that 
outh  was  terrified  at  prospective  execution  of  de- 
cree. Has  succeeded,  by  articles  in  Index,  in  remov- 
ing this  impression.  Objects  to  comments  by  Mr. 
Spence  favoring  emancipation. 
Reports  arrival  in  Copenhagen,  and  had  an  interview 
with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of 
the  convention  entered  into  between  the  United 
States  and  Denmark  concerning  negroes  captured 
aboard  slavers  that  were  nativo  Africans.  His 
statements  and  representations  were  satisfactory 
concerning  same- 
Reports  arrival  in  Hamburg,  from  Copenhagen,  where 
his  mission  was  a  complete  success;  the  result  of  the 
Interview  with  the  minister  of  affairs  amounting 
virtually  to  an  acknowledgment  by  the  Danish 
Government  of  our  existence  as  an  independent 
power  of  the  earth. 
Forwards  propositions  made  by  Messrs.  Erlanger  & 
Co.,  of  Paris,  for  securing  large  loan  for  Confederate 
btatns.  Recommends  propositions  to  consideration 
0 *,  <,0yernment.  Is  preparing  notes  of  interview 
with  Emperor  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 
F.  b.  to  above.  Has  just  learned  that  a  letter  is  pre- 
paring for  Mr.  Mereier  at  affaires  etrangercs  directing 
him  to  notify  Washington  Government  that  longer 
continuanco  of  war  is  incompatible  with  humanity 
and  interests  of  world  and  refusal  to  stop  it  will  lead 
to  intervention. 

1  Not  found. 
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From  and  to  whom.  Date.  Subject.  Page. 


John    Slidcll,   Paris,  to    State 
Department. 


State    Department    to    John 
Slidell. 


State  Department  to  Mr.  George 
Sanders,  Richmond,  Va. 


State  Department  to  James  M. 
Mason. 


1862. 
Oct.   28 
(No.  19.) 


Oct.    28 
(No.  8.) 


Oct.    23 


Oct.    28 
(No.  8.) 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


State     Department    to    John 
Slidcll. 


Stale  Department  to  James  M. 
Mason. 


Oct.   30 
(No.  18.) 


Oct.   30 
(No.  9.) 


Oct.   31 
(No.  9.) 


Gives  account  of  Interview  with  Mr.  Drouyn  do 
I.huys  and  encloses  memorandum  of  interview 
with  the  Emperor  at  St.  Cloud,  Oct.  28,  1862;  Em- 
peror's expression  of  entire  sympathy  with  South 
and  his  personal  preference  for  proposition  of  armi- 
stice of  6  month?:,  with  Southern  ports  open  to  world, 
letter  from  King  of  Belgians  was  shown  Mr.  Slidcll 
nrgingefforts  on  part  of  France,  England,  and  Russia 
to  put  end  to  war;  his  wishes  for  success  of  French 
arms  in  Mexico  and  establishment  under  their  pro- 
tection of  stable  government  there.  Mr.  Slidcll 
stated  to  Emperor  advantages  to  France  of  cordial 
alliance  with  Confederate  States;  discussion  regard- 
ing successive  victories;  Northern  congressional 
elections  and  their  effect  on  Democratic  Party. 
Interview  was  highly  gratifying. 

New  arrangement  lor  communication  with  Europe 
will  be  explained  to  Mr.  Slidcll  by  Mr.  Mason.  Dis- 
patch No.  lOreporting  interviews  with  French  Em- 
peror and  Mr.  Thouvenel  received.  Conference  on 
same  with  President  is  desired  before  answering 
them.  President  is  engaged  in  military  matters  and 
endeavoring  to  repair  evils  resulting  from  failure  of 
Kentucky  campaign,  the  only  gain  having  been  the 
capture  of  a  large  amount  of  supplies. 

Authorizes  George  Sanders  to  make  contract  in  be- 
half of  Confederate  States  Government  with  Messrs. 

B.  Wier  &  Co.,  of  Halifax,  for  conveyance  of  dis- 
patches and  light  parcels  between  Richmond  and 
Europe.    Announces  terms  of  contract. 

Above  returned  by  Mr.  Sanders  and  canceled  by  order 
of  the  Secretary,  Dec.  8,  1862.    L.  Q.  Washington, 

C.  C. 

Notes  receipt  of  dispatches  Nos.  14  to  17.  14  and  15, 
accompanied  by  others  of  equal  bulk  from  Mr.  Sli- 
dcll, were  too  voluminous  for  conference  with  Presi- 
dent as  yet;  reply  Willi*  made  later.  Arrangements 
for  facilitating  intercourse  will  be  explained  in  detail 
by  bearer  of  this  dispatch,  Mr.  George  Sanders. 
Encloses  communication  from  Secretary-Treasurer 
on  subject  of  a  loan  based  on  cotton  certificates. 
Business  has  been  confided  to  Mr.  Spence,  for  whom 
aid  and  cooperat  ion  are  asked .  President  approves 
Mr.  Mason's  conduct  in  making  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  success  of  Captain  Sinclair  for  building  a 
ship,  also  for  remaining  in  England  notwithstanding 
the  discourteous  treatment  received.  Comments  on 
contrast  between  polished  courtesy  of  Mr.  Thou- 
venel and  rude  incivility  of  Earl  Russell. 

Reports  killing  of  Acting  Midshipman  Andrews,  com- 
manding C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  by  man  named  Hester, 
who  was  master;  Hester's  arrest  and  vindication  of 
action  on  ground  that  Andrews  had  expressed  deter- 
mination to  give  Sumter  up  to  U.  S.  8.  Supply;  his 
request  that  he  bo  restored  to  jurisdiction  of  Con- 
federate States, fearing  result  of  trial  by  British  au- 
thorities; placing  of  Lieutenant  Chapman  in  com- 
mand, with  instructions  to  make  full  inquiry  and 
report,  which  will  be  transmitted  to  Secretary  of 
Navy  when  recoived  and  measures  taken  to  have 
sale  of  Sumter  made  by  Captain  liulloch,  reserving 
armament,  etc.  m 

President  Davis  approves  communications  made  to 
French  Government  by  Mr.  Slidell,  but  does  not 
commit  himself  to  proposal  in  unsigned  memoran- 
dum accompanying  dispatch  No.  10,  which  requires 
mature  deliberation.  Since  French  Government 
did  not  accept  it,  the  subject  need  not  be  entered  at 
present.  Encloses  copy  of  Richmond  Enquirer  con- 
taining news  from  New  York,  over  which  city  of 
Richmond  is  greatly  exercised.  Requests  renewal 
of  efforts  to  obtain  permission  for  transmission  of 
correspondence  by  French  vessels  of  war  that  touch 
Confederate  States  ports. 

Presents  President's  views  in  relation  to  discourteous 
and  unfriendly  attitude  assumed  by  British  cabinet 
in  correspondence  between  Mr.  Mason  and  Earl 
Russell, and  desires  that  formal  protest  bo  addressed 
to  Earl  Russell  on  the  part  of  Confederate  States 
Government  against  pretension  of  British  cabinet  to 
change  doctrine  of  blockades.    President  believes 
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From  and  to  whom. 


State    Department    to  James 
M.  Mason. 


A.  ]>.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Denartment. 


Stato  Department  to  James  M. 

Mason. 


James  M.  Mason,  London,  to 
Mate  Department. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


John  Slidetl,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


1SG2. 
Oct.  31 
(No.  9.) 


Nov.    1 
(No.  30.) 


Nov.    2 
(No.  31.) 


Nov.    4 
(No.  19.) 


Nov.    4 


Nov.    5 
(No.  10.) 


Nov.    7 
(No.  20.) 


Nov.    7 
(No.  14.) 


Nov.    8 


Nov.  11 
(No.  20.) 


Subject. 


refusal  of  personal  interview  due  to  apprehension  by 
Earl  Russell  of  displeasure  of  United  States  as  in  case 
of  Mr.  Mason's  predecessors.  President  deems  it 
best  that  Mr.  Mason  remain  at  post  until  further 
instructions. 

States  on  his  return  to  Brussels  he  heard  the  news  that 
Garibaldi's  health  has  improved,  and  that  he  sent 
Colonel  Cattabene,  one  of  his  lieutenants,  to  the 
United  States  with  2,000  volunteers.  Hears  Victor 
Emmanuel  connived  at  this  procedure,  which  is  a  fla- 
grant violation  of  the  principles  of  neutrality.  King 
Otho  has  been  deprived  of  his  crown  by  the  Greeks, 
and  his  restoration  will  not  be  espoused  by  any  one 
of  the  three  protecting  powers. 

Reports  his  return  to  Brussels  and  gives  extracts  from 
a  letter  from  a  correspondent  at  Nicaragua,  dated 
September  2, 1862,  concerning  the  state  of  feeling  in 
Nicaragua  toward  the  North. 

Reports  interview  with  W.  S.  Lindsay  concerning 
raising  of  money  by  issuing  bonds  by  Confederate 
Government  for  future  delivery  of  cotton  and  en- 
closes correspondence  of  Mr.  Lindsay,  together  with 
forms  of  bond  and  cotton  certificate.  Encloses  also 
letter  of  Mr .  Lindsay  referring  to  plan  of  direct  inter- 
course by  steam  between  Europe  and  Confederate 
States  at  ports  of  Norfolk  and  New  Orleans  by 
French  Compagnie  GeneraleTransatlantique,  Paris. 

(Unofficial.)  Has  strong  reason  to  believe  that  after 
recognition  when  negotiation  of  treaty  of  "Unity  and 
commerce"  comes,  British  Covcrnmentwill  require 
as  an  indispensable  condition  a  clause  stipulating 
against  African  slave  trade.  States  reasons  for  this 
belief  and  desires  that  same  be  unofficially  brought 
to  notice  of  President. 

Incloses  copy  of  memorandum  received  by  the  Presi- 
dent showing  that  the  British  cabinet,  late  in  Janu- 
ary, addressed  the  different  powers  of  Europe  on 
subject  of  "stone  Heet "  and  blockade  and  received 
unanimous  response  that  blockade  was  inell'ective. 
Requests  Mr.  Mason  to  ascertain  if  such  correspond- 
ence actually  took  place  and  if  so  to  procure  copies 
of  dispatches. 

Nothing  new  to  report  concerning  recognition  and 
blockade.  PiibMc  judgment  favorably  impressed 
toward  Confederate  States  by  events  at  North  and 
operations  of  armies,  even  emancipation  proclama- 
tion met  with  contempt.  Cotton  famine  increases 
in  manufacturing  districts.  Sees  and  hears  nothing 
officially  or  unofficially  from  British  Government 
but  thinks  presence  of  representative  of  Con  federal  e 
States  Government  necessary,  hence  does  not  advise 
terminating  mission.  Cabinet  council  called  for 
Oct.  2i,  but  not  held. 

Assumes  that  cabinet  is  still  divided  regarding  Amer- 
ican policy.  Mentions  rumor  of  proposal  by  French 
Emperor  to  English  and  Russian  Governments  re- 

farding  mediation  or  recognition  of  Confederate 
tates.  Mr.  Mason  advises  that  pledges  on  subject 
of  African  slave  trade  will  be  inevitable  condition  of 
recognition  by  England.  Directs  attention  to  im- 
portance of  work  accomplished  through  the  Index 
and  necessity  for  funds. 

(Unofficial. )  Confirms  statement  that  French  Em- 
peror has  made  proposal  to  England  and  Russia  that 
the  three  powers  unite  in  endeavor  to  secure  armis- 
tice for  6  months  and  removal  of  blockade  as  part  of 
armistice.  It  is  asserted  that  Russia  has  assented  to 
proposal. 

F.rlanger  &  Co.  have  3  agents  on  way  to  Richmond  in 
relation  to  proposals  for  loan.  Has  learned  that  Mr 
Mercicr  was  directed  bv  Emperor  to  give  Lincoln 
Government  to  understand  that  further  war  must 
lead  to  recognition  of  Confederate  States,  possiblv 
to  direct  intervention ; also  learned  that  circular  dis- 
patch was  sent  to  all  European  powers  excepting 
Russia  and  England  inviting  cooperation  in  appeal 
to  Governments  at  Richmond  and  Washington  to 
consent  to  armistice.  Believes  invitations  to  Eng- 
land and  Russia  presented  in  different  form  and  that 
France  will  act  without  their  consent  i  f  same  is  with- 
held. Mr.  de  Lhuys  declines  allowing  dispatch  to 
be  sent  through  Mr.  Mercier. 
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Hen.  W.  Hart,  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  Lucius 
(.).  C.  Lamar,  commissioner 
to  Russia. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  War  De- 
partment,chief  of  niter  bureau 

Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  Slide!  1  to  State  Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Geo.  N.  Sanders,  Richmond,  to 
Stale  Department. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
State  Department. 


State    Department    to    Baron 
Durant  St.  Andre. 

J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Do. 


Do. 


1802. 
Nov.  17 


Nov.  19 


Nov.  21 

(No.  32.) 


Nov.  21 


Nov.  22 

(No.  13.) 


Nov.  29 
(No.  21.) 


Nov.  29 

(No.  33.) 


Dec.    8 


Dec.     9 
(No.  34.) 


Doc.    10 

(No.  21). 


Dec.   10 

(No.  22.) 


Dec.   11 

(No.  23.) 


Is  given  power  of  attorney  by  Messrs.  S.  Isaac  Cftmpbell 
a:  Co.  to  arrange  withCon  federate  States  Government 
to  supply  equipments  for  force  of  100,000  men,  pav- 
able  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  cotton,  also  to  ar- 
range for  settlement  of  balance  due  on  previous  trans- 
actions. 

Transmits  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar's  commission  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Russia 
with  letters  of  credence  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 
Gives  reasons  for  delay  of  Confederate  Government 
in  approaching  Government  of  Russia  and  instruc- 
tions relating  toduties.  It  is  desirable  that  conference 
be  held  with  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  way  to 
seat  of  mission  in  order  that  condition  of  affairs  in 
Europe  may  be  known. 

Hears  tnat  King  Leopold  had  written  an  autograph  to 
Louis  Napoleon  asking  him  to  recognize  the  Confed- 
erate States  and  to  use  his  influence  to  hasten  the 
termination  of  the  war  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  Laterthe  Emperor  addressed  a  note  to  G  rcat 
Britain  and  Russia  to  unite  with  him  in  proposing 
an  armistice;  but  Great  Britain  and  Russia  declined 
to  comply. 

Incloses  papers  received  from  commissioner  of  Con- 
federate States  at  Paris  containing  particulars  of 
recent  invention  for  production  of  saltpeter. 

Transmits  copy  oflndex  of  Nov.  20  containing  text  of 
Emperor's  invitation  and  replies  thereto  of  England 
and  Russia  to  join  him  in  proposing  to  American 
belligerents  an  armistice  by  land  and  sea  for  6  months. 
Is  convinced  that  premature  agitation  has  injured 
French  proposal  in  public  opinion.  States  opinions 
relative  to  politics  in  England,  and  requests  larger 
remittances  for  support  of  Index. 

States  he  has  lately  seen  the  Duke  de  Morny  and  M. 
Rouher,  who  seem  thoroughly  well  disposed  toward 
our  cause.  Thev  desired  to  know  about  the  house 
of  Bellot  des  Mihieres,  and  the  contract  made  with 
the  War  Department  and  that  firm  concerning  the 
transportation  of  cotton  to  Matamoras  in  return  for 
merchandise  delivered. 

Reports  his  return  from  a  visit  to  London ,  and  regrets 
he  was  not  commissioned  as  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Brussels,  instead  of 
being  only  a  joint  commissioner  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  as  his  services  in  the  former  position 
could  be  of  much  more  importance. 

Submits  terms  upon  which  delivery  of  dispatches  ar- 
riving at  Halifax  from  Europe  will  be  made;  his  son, 
Lewis  Sanders,  to  be  appointed  as  dispatch  agent  at 
Halifax  at  salary  of  S100  per  month. 

Transmits  copy  of  statement  sent  Captain  Bulloch 
relative  to  American  vessels  at  Antwerp  and  their 
cargoes,  of  which  contraband  of  war  forms  a  large 
item.  Calls  attention  to  efforts  of  Austrian  Gov- 
ernment to  render  gun  cotton  a  reliable  substitute 
for  gunpowder.  Encloses  extract  from  German 
journal  explanatory  of  process. 

Department  has  issued  no  exequatur  iu  favor  of  Baron 
St.  Andreas  French  consul  at  Charleston.  Requests 
explanations  on  subject. 

Referring  to  No.  IS:  Full  report  is  received  from  Lieu- 
tenant Chapman  giving  true  cause  of  murder  of  Mid- 
shipman  Andrews  by  Hester.  Has  decided  with 
Mr.  Siidoll  that  matter  of  trial  had  better  beleft  with 
British  authorities  and  directed  Lieutenant  Chap- 
man to  provide  means  for  his  defense,  as  Hester  was 
a  petty  officer  in  Navy.  Sumter  has  beon  sold  and 
proceeds  will  be  turned  over  to  Captain  Bulloch. 
C.  S.  Navy.  Requests  this  dispatch  communicated 
to  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Referring  to  No.  19:  Matter  of  raising  money  for  Con- 
federate Government  has  been  given  to  Mr.  Sponce, 
who  is  to  act  in  consultation  with  house  of  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool.  Suggests  that  a 
definite  mode  be  prescribed  for  management  of  all 
money  operations  in  England. 

No  government  action  re  Confederate  States  except 
refusal  of  ministry  to  proposal  of  France  rogarding 
armistice.  Cotton  famine  increasing.  Government 
must  come  to  aid  to  keep  off  starvation.  Same  will 
be  a  potent  argument  to  come  before  Parliament  in 
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J.     If.     Mason,   London,  to 
State  Department. 


State   Department   to   J.    M. 
Mason,  London. 


State  Department  to  John 
Slidell,  Paris. 

L.  Heyliger,  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Geo.  N.  Sanders,  Richmond,  to 
State  Department. 


State    Department    to    Major 
Reid  Sanders. 


L.  Heyliger,  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


18C2. 
Dec.  11 
(No.  23.) 


Dec.   11 
(No.  11.) 


Dec.   11 
(No.  10.) 

Dec.   12 


Dec.   13 


..do. 


...do.. 


Dec.   15 


Dec.   IS 
(No.  16.) 


Dec.    18 
(No.  35.) 


Dec.  20 
(No.  16.) 


February  support  of  relief  that  end  of  war  would 
give.  Mentions  Earl  Russell's  reply  to  Liverpool 
merchants  who  asked  him  for  redress  for  property 
destroyed  by  the  Alabama.  Learns  that  Mr. 
Mercier  expects  favorable  efl'octs  from  Emperor's 
proposition. 

Correspondence  between  cabinets  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Russia  indicates  that  recognition  of 
Confederate  States,  which  is  fast  approaching,  must 
be  followed  by  a  speedy  poaco.  Instructions  of  Gov- 
ernment of  Confederate  States  on  subject  of  com- 
mercial relations  of  the  Confederacy  and  effects 
which  will  be  produced  by  peace  are  transmitted 
with  request  that  copy  be  furnished  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  secretary  of  stato  for  foreign  alfairs. 

Instructions  similar  to  above  transmitted,  directing 
that  copy  be  furnished  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  at 
earliest  moment. 

Data  relating  to  dispatches  and  transmittal  of  same; 
Government  property  at  Bermuda  and  scarcity  of 
steamers  to  transship  it  to  Confederate  States; 
detention  by  sickness  and  storm  of  S.  G.  Porter, 
government  agent  at  Bermuda;  data  regarding  the 
Antonica,  Pearl,  and  Eagle,  Thistle,  and  others. 
Has  assurance  that  Federal  cruisers  have  instruc- 
tions from  their  Navy  Department  not  to  molest 
vessels  bound  from  a  neutral  to  a  neutral  port. 

Will  take  long  safe  route,  via  Matamoras,  leaving 
Dec.  14.  Requests  that  son,  Major  Reid  Sanders, 
be  allowed  to  take  short  route,  via  Charleston,  B.C., 
to  London  at  father's  expense  to  further  construc- 
tion of  iron-plated  vessels;  also  to  expedite  dispatch 
boats  under  contract  with  Department. 

Notifies  Major  Sanders  that  furlough  of  90  days  is 
granted  in  order  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Europe, 
thence  to  Halifax,  for  purpose  of  aiding  his  father, 
Geo.  N.  Sanders  to  etfect  contract  for  delivery  of 
dispatches.    Furlough  begins  on  llth  instant. 

Has  had  access  to  a  New  York  letter  of  Nov.  26,  which 
says:  "Attack  on  Charleston  will  be  made  about  the 
holidays  by  4  ironclads.  This  news  has  not  got  into 
the  papers."    Requests  that  War  and  Navy  De- 

Eartments  be  informed  of  above, 
ritishships  of  war  have  been  sent  to  Charleston  to 
watch  proceedings..  Has  learned  again  attack  is 
to  be  made  in  Christmas  week.  British  frigates 
Immortalito  and  Orlando  are  stationed  at  Mata- 
inoras,  and  Rinaldo  and  Vesuvius  at  New  Orleans. 

Gives  an  account  of  his  interview  with  the  new  Cap- 
tain-General Dulce,  who  received  him  kindly.  In 
his  farewell  talk  with  Qeneral  Serrano,  he  told 
him  he  would  do  all  he  could  as  a  high  official  of 
the  Spanish  Government  to  have  the  Government 
of  the  Confederacy  at  Spain  recognized. 

Learns  that  the  proposal  o  f  the  French  for  an  armistice 
has  been  received  in  the  United  States  with  unquali- 
fied disfavor.  If  the  honestcounselsof  King  Leopold 
had  prevailed  and  been  accepted  by  I  ,ouis  Napoleon, 
we  might  have  gone  into  winter  quarters  and  from 
thence  never  emerge,  to  enter  the  battle  field  again 
Belgium  could  not  press  the  question,  as  she  has  no 
navy  or  army,  and  the  United  States  will  take 
advantage  of  this  and  threaten  her  for  her  sugges- 
tions. 

Brief  summary  of  diplomatic  correspondence  of  Wash- 
ington Government  is  given  in  the  Telegraph  to-day. 
"Insulting  tone  of  Mr.  Seward  and  his  ministers'  dis- 
patches will  doubtless  give  rise  to  indignant  com- 
ments by  press.  Hopes  Parliament  will  give  them 
attention.  Prospects  of  Tory  party  coming  into 
power  improving.  Sees  but  little  hope  for  Con- 
federate States  from  advent  of  that  party.  Distress 
'?,  ,Va™?shm)  not  progressing;  many  mills  reopened, 
still  believes  munstry  will  propose  to  Parliament  a 
national  loan  for  relief  of  distress  and  proposal  will 
be  critical  point  of  Parliamentary  discussion  on 
question  of  recognition  of  Confederate  S  tates .  Pub- 
ication  of  diary  of  Russell,  Times  correspondent, 
likely  to  affect  public  opinion  unfavorably  toward 
Confederate  States.  Encloses  letter  to  Mr.  Mason 
stating  need  for  funds  and  letter  from  Mr.  de  Leon 
transmitting  £250  "for  support  of  Index  during 
next  two  or  three  months.'' 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 


L.  Heyliger,  Nassau,  to  State 
Department. 


John  Sliclell,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


1862. 
Dec.   21 


Dec.   27 
(No.  22.) 


States  that  British  Government  has  made  formal 
demand  for  recall  of  Admiral  Wilkes.  Admiral 
Milne  left  for  Bermuda  Dec.  19  to  learn  there 
decision  of  Federal  Government. 

Has  letter  from  Mr.  Heyllger  suggesting,  by  request  of 
State  Department,  propriety  of  sending  dispatches 
to  him  to  be  forwarded.  This  will  be  done.  In 
interview  Nov.  21  with  Mr.  de  Lhuys  attention  was 
called  to  sweeping  proclamations  of  confiscation  of 
General  Butler, and  It  was  suggested  that  inhabitants 
ol  Louisiana  may  be  entitled  to  claim  from  France 
vindication  of  rights  secured  to  them  by  treaty  of 
cession.  Mr.  Blondel,  Belgian  minister  at  Wash- 
ington, informs  Mr.  Slidoll  that  his  King  is  in  favor 
of  recognition,  also  the  Prince  of  Wales.  News  of 
Burnside's  heavy  losses  arrives  most  opportunely, 
as  chambers  meet  on  12th,  and  Emperor  in  opening 
speech  will  refer  to  the  American  question. 
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A.  D.  Mann  to  Stato  Depart- 
ment. 

I-.  Heyligor  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

J.  Sliclell  to  State  Department. 


S.  I.  Campbell  &  Co.  to  State 
Department. 
Do 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


State    Department    to    J.    M. 
Mason. 
Do 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State  Department  to  J.  Slidell . . 
State    Department    to    E.    de 
Leon. 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 
Stato  Department  to  11.  Hotze.. 

H.  Hotze  to  State  Department. . 

State   Department   to   A.    D. 
Mann. 


1863. 
Jan.     5 
(No.  36.) 


Jan.    11 
(No.  23.) 


Jan.    13 
do... 


Jan.  11 
(No.  24.) 

Jan.  H 
(No.  25.) 
do.... 


Jan.  15 
(No.  26.) 
Jan.    15 

Jan.  15 
(No.  12.) 


Jan.  15 
(No.  13.) 
Jan.  15 
(No.  27.) 

Jan.  15 
Jan.  16 
(No.  3.) 

Jan.  16 
(No.  37.) 
Jan.  16 
(No.  3.) 
Jan.  17 
(No.  17.) 
Jan.  17 
(No.  7.) 


Encloses  letter  to  M.  Rogier,  which  asks  for  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  from  the  Kingdom  of  Belgium. 

Gives  date  of  ships  sailing  from  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence, for  Charleston  with  valuable  cargoes  for  the 
Confederacy. 

Comments  on  dismissal  of  French  consular  agents  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  and  Galveston,  Tex.,  and  encloses 
memorandum  to  be  submitted  to  His  Imperial  Maj- 
esty by  M .  Mocquard,  in  regard  to  recognition  of  the 
Confederacy  by  foreign  powers. 

Requests  the  payment  of  £600,000  for  military  supplies 
furnished  to  the  Confederate  States  Government. 

Urgent  request  for  money  for  supplies  furnished  to  the 
Confederacy. 

Encloses  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  Earl 
Russell  of  Jan.  3  concerning  the  principle  of  the  law 
of  blockade. 

G  i  vos  an  account  of  his  activities  and  work  in  London . 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatches,  referring  to  a  new 
invention  of  gunpowder  and  a  counterfeit  issue  of 
Confederate  Treasury  notes. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  drafts  for  Confederate  agents 
abroad. 

Concerns  reports  of  the  reestablishment  of  the  slave 
trade  by  the  Confederacy. 

Commends  his  discretion  as  to  his  actions  in  case  of  the 
crime  committed  on  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  and  gives  in- 
formation about  sale  of  cotton  bonds  in  Europe,  and 
other  important  matters. 

Gives  advice  on  the  subject  of  false  rumors  of  the 
resumption  of  the  slave  trade  by  the  Confederacy. 

Discusses  recognition  of  the  Confederacy  by  Great 
Britain,  in  view  of  success  of  Confederate  States 
Army  at  Fredericksburg  on  Doc.  13, 1862. 

Gives  details  of  a  loan  from  Erlanger  &  Co.  on  cotton. 

Comments  on  the  continued  refusal  of  Europe  to  give 
recognition  to  the  Confederacy,  and  sends  £1,000  for 
secret-service  work. 

States  if  France  would  recognize  the  Confederacy,  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  would  follow  their  lead. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  his  services  in  using  the  press  of 
Great  Britain  to  aid  the  Confederate  cause. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  money  for  salary  and  allow- 
ances, and  reports  details  of  his  work  in  England. 

Announces  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  as  to  result 
of  mission  to  Denmark  and  comments  on  the  subject 
of  recognition  of  the  Confederacy  in  Europe. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


State  I>epartment  to  H.  Cook... 

J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 
State  Department  to  C.  C.  Clay 
C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Department 

A.   D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State    Department  to  B.  W. 

Hart. 
J.  Slidellto  State  Department. 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

G.  Moore  to  State  Department. 

J.  Slidellto  E.  A.  Thouvenel.. 

F.  llerthemy  to  J.  Slidell 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State    Department    to   J.    M. 

Mason. 


I..  Heyliger  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

J.  Slidell  to  State  Department.. 
State  Department  to  J.  Slidell.. 


State  Department  to  J.  M. 
Mason. 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

Earl  Russell  to  J.  M.  Mason. . . 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department . . 
H.  Jiotze  to  State  Department. 
C.  J.  Helm  to  Slate  Department 

J.  M.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell 

Earl  Russell  to  J.  M.  Mason 


Date. 


1803. 
Jan.    19 


Jan.    21 

(No.  24.) 
Jan.    22 

Jan.  26 
(No.  17.) 

Jan.  29 
(No.  38.) 

Jan.    29 

Jan.    29 

(No.  25.) 

Jan.   31 

(No.  28.) 

Feb.  2 
Feb.  3 
do... 


Feb.     5 

(No.  29.) 


Feb.     6 
(No.  14.) 

Feb.     6 

Feb.     6 
(No.  26.) 

Feb.     7 
(No.  13.) 


Feb.  7 
(No.  15.) 
Feb.  9 
(No.  30.) 

Feb.  10 


Feb.  10 
(No.  39.) 


Feb.  12 
(No.  27.) 
Feb.  14 
(No.  18.) 
Feb.  14 
(No.  18.) 

Feb.  16 


...do..... 


Subject. 


Replies  as  to  a  concession  lor  exclusive  privilege  of 
laying  telegraph  cables  to  establish  communication 
between  the  Con  federates  States  and  Europe. 

Encloses  atranslation  of  the  French  Emperor 's  address 
at  the  opening  of  the  chambers. 

Gives  suggestions  lor  a  proposed  seal  for  the  Con- 
federate States. 

Reports  thearrival  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  in  Havana,  Jan. 
20;  coaled  and  left  Jan.  21  for  sea,  where  she  captured 
and  destroyed  7  Federal  ships. 

Reports  that  King  Leopold  renewed  his  exertions, 
with  increased  energy,  to  procure  European  recogni- 
tion of  the  Confederate  States. 

Regrets  delay  in  remittances  and  will  send  £75,000 
to-morrow  morning  in  payment  of  his  claim. 

Forwards  copies  of  certain  letters  from  minister  of 
marine  in  relation  to  shipments  to  Matamoras,  to  be 
there  exchanged  for  cotton. 

Invites  the  attention  of  the  Confederate  States  Govern- 
ment to  facilitate  the'movement  of  cotton  to  Mata- 
moras, to  be  there  exchanged  for  foreign  goods. 

Acknowledges  dispatch  informing  him  of  dispersion  of 
blockading  squadron  off  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C 

Requests  the  honor  of  a  visit  to  M .  Thouvenel  at  a 
time  and  place  that  would  be  agreeable. 

Announces  ra.  Thouvenel  will  be  pleased  to  see  Mr. 
Slidell  on  next  Friday,  Feb.  7. 

Reports  two  transactions  in  cotton  for  account  of  the 
War  Department  to  provide  payment  for  necessary 
supplies.  Gives  account  of  his  work  generally  in 
England  on  various  matters. 

Requests  certain  books  of  reference  not  procurable  in 
England  and  sends  list  of  captured  enemy  vessels  of 
war.  Also  encloses  circular  to  consuls  of  foreign 
powers. 

Transmits  protest  of  S.  Haymann  and  1).  O.  Sabiston 
relative  to  schooner  llarkav.-ay,  captured  and  con- 
demned, and  enclosures. 

Concomsa  plan  tointroduce  negroes  from  the  I'nited 
States  into  Martinique.  Discusses  sending  a  Confed- 
erate agent  to  Spain. 

Communicates  the  breaking  of  the  blockade  at  several 
Southern  ports,  and  encloses  extract  of  letter  from  a 
professor  of  University  of  Virginia,  concerning  his 
interview  with  the  Emperor  of  France  3  years  ago. 

Regrets  11  r.  Mason  was  unable  to  take  charge  of  Hester 
or  to  send  him  to  the  Confederacy  for  trial. 

Gives  an  account  of  Queen's  speech  in  1'arliament  in 
reference  to  recognition  of  the  Confodcracv  by 
England. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  January  letter  referring  to 
July  7lh's  communication  respecting  the  interpreta- 
tion placed  by  her  Majesty's  Government  with  re- 
gard to  blockade,  appended  tp  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

Reports  his  note  to  M.  Rogicr  of  Jan.  5  received  most 
respectful  consideration  from  King  Leopold's  Gov- 
ernment, and  engaged  the  deliln'rations  of  the  cabi- 
net for  more  than  a  month.  It  was  finally  decided 
that  Belgium  could  not  recognize  us  until' the  great 
western  powers  had  undertaken  to  do  so.  France 
insisted  upon  the  policy  of  mediation,  while  Lord 
I  ahmerston  feared  to  advise  recognition  because  it 
might  cost  him  his  official  position.  Is  confident 
Palmers! on  and  Gladstone  favor  our  cause,  while 
Earl  Derby  and  Disraeli  oppose  us. 

Comments  on  the  loss  of  certain  dispatches  sent  by 
Mr.  Sanders. 

Reports  views  of  tlic  English  Conservative  party  on 
the  subject  of  recognition  of  the  Confederacy.     ' 

Announces,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lamar,  his  safe  ar- 
rival at  Havana,  and  his  departure  for  his  post  of 
duty  in  Europe. 

Asks  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
breaking  of  the  blockade  at  (TiaTleston,  S.  ('..,  and 
Galveston,  Tex. ,  and  acknowledges  receipt  of  letter 
of  Feb.  10. 

Acknowledges  receipt  or  letter  calling  attention  to 
occurrences,  as  reported  in  public  prints, at  Charles- 
ton and  Galveston. 
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J.  M.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. . . 
Earl  Russell  to  J.  M.  Mason . . . 

State  Department  to  L.  Hev- 
liger. 

State  Department  to  J.  M.  Mason 

('.  J.  Holm  to  State  Department 

Earl  Russell  to  J.  M.  Mason 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. 
J.  Slidell  to  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  . . 
J.  Slidell  to  State  Department.. 

C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Department 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

lb  IIot7.e  to  State  Department. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart-     Mar.  19 
nient.  (No.  31.) 


18(3. 
Feb.  18 


Feb.  19 


Feb.  21 

Feb.  21 
(No.  16.) 
Feb.  24 
(No.  19.) 

Feb.  27 


Feb.  27 
(No.  40.) 


Mar.     2 


.do- 


Mar.     4 
(No.  28.) 

Mar.     6 
(No.  20.) 

Mar.  13 
(No.  41.) 

Mar.  14 
(No.  19.) 


L.  Q.  C.  Lamar  to  State  De- 
partment. 

II.  Ilotzc  to  State  Department.. 


I..  Q.  0.  Lamar  to  State  De- 
partment. 

L.von  C.ronint  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

J.  Slidell  to  State  Department.. 
State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. . 


Mar.  20 


Mar.  21 
(No.  20.) 


Mar.  21 
...do.... 


Mar.  21 
(No.  29.) 

Mar.  24 
(No.  14.) 


Acknowledges  letter  relating  to  toe  declaration  at 
Paris,  which  prescribed  the  law  of  blockade,  and 
comments  thereon. 

Wishes  to  delay  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston  and 
Galveston  being  broken,  until  further  instructions 
from  Lord  Lyons. 

Gives  opinion  relative  to  certain  protests  made  to 
State  Department  by  Messrs.  Haymann  and  Sabis- 
ton  of  schooner  Harkaway. 

Transmits  correspondence  with  British  consul  on  the 
subject  of  Hester's  case. 

Transmits  a  copy  of  his  note  to  Captain-  General  Ser- 
rano, now  minister  for  foreign  affairs  at  Madrid, 
which  he  hopes  will  in  some  degree  benefit  his  coun- 
try. 

Acknowledges  letter  of  18th  instant  on  the  subject  of 
the  declaration  of  the  principle  of  blockade  made  in 
1856  by  the  conference  at  Paris,  and  the  interpreta- 
tion other  Majesty's  Government  thereon. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  several  dispatches,  and  states 
the  President 's  message  was  received  a  while  ago  and 
read  with  much  interest  throughout  Europe.  Gives 
comments  on  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Dayton, 
in  reply  to  the  las  t  proposi  t  ion  of  the  French  C,  overn- 
ment.  Poland  occupies  the  mind  of  Europe  at 
present. 

Acknowledges  his  lordship's  letters  and  transmits  copy 
of  a  dispatch  from  the  Confederate  States  State 
Department. 

Invites  the  attention  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
to  the  breaking  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  Wil- 
mington, and  Galveston. 

Reports  his  interview  with  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  on 
the  subject  of  the  breaking  of  the  blockade  of  Wil- 
mington and  Charleston,  and  details  of  a  loan  from 
Erlanger  &  Co. 

Reports  sale  of  cotton  from  the  Confederate  States  at 
Havana  to  the  enemy  instead  of  its  being  sent  to 
the  European  markets. 

Reports  that  the  chances  of  early  recognition  by  Europe 
have  not  increased  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  gives 
latest  news  on  the  situation. 

Acknowledges  dispatches  and  enclosures  containing 
Treasury  draft  for  the  secret  service  fund  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  this  agency;  and  Treasury  draft 
for  stationery  to  be  expended  for  the  State  Depart- 
ment. Will  carefully  carry  out  instructions  for  the 
disbursement  of  the  secret  service  money.  The  po- 
litical situation  of  England  presents  but  little  of  in- 
terest. 

Transmits  letter  from  Earl  Russell  in  reference  to  the 
raising  of  the  blockade  at  Galveston  and  Charleston; 
no  cliange  on  the  subject  of  recognil  ion  as  yet.  Re- 
ports success  of  Erlanger  loan,  being  largely  sub- 
scribed for;  and  claims  received  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  Alabama  from  British  citizens. 

Reports  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  England  and 
Europe  as  favorable  to  the  success  of  the  South. 
Advises  sending  a  Confederate  commissioner  to 
Prussia  and  Austria. 

Reports  the  prospectus  of  the  Confederate  loan  was 
issued  by  Erlanger  &  Co.  on  the  London  Exchange 
on  Mar.  18,  and  gives  details  concerning  subscrip- 
tions to  same.  The  Polish  insurrection  is  riveting 
Sublic  interest.  The  condition  of  Ireland  has  sud- 
enly  become  disturbed ,  which  report  says  is  trace- 
able to  the  machinations  of  Federal  agents,  who  arc 
recruiting  there  for  the  Federal  Army. 

Announces  he  is  sending  a  confidential  dispatch  by  a 
certain  channel  not  named. 

Inquires  whether  Italian  subjects  will  be  indemnified 
for  loss  of  property  on  board  bark  Lauraetta,  whi  ch 
was  destroyed  by  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Reports  the  Polish  question  engrosses  the  attention  of 
the  French  Government  to  the  exclusion  of  every- 
thing else.    Sends  a  speech  on  the  subject. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  assuring  the  French  Emperor 
of  the  cordial  sentiments  of  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  for  his  sympathy  with  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Confederacy. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Subject. 


State  Department  to  the  Attor- 
ney-Genera),  Confederate 
States. 

State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. .. 


State  Department  to  J.  M.  Mason 

State    Department   to   J.    B. 
Power. 

T.  M.Mason  to  State  Department 

State  Department  to  J.M.  Mason 

J.  M.Mason  to  State  Department 
State  Department  to  H.  Hotze. . 

State  Department  to  J.  M.  Mason 
J.  R.  Hamilton  to  J.  Slidell.. 


J.  A.  Qulntero  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department 

State    Department   to   J.    M. 
Mason. 

State  Department  to  H.  Hotze 

7.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


Do. 


3.  M.  Mason  to  E.  Erlanger  & 
Co. 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


1863. 
Mar.  25 


Mar.  26 
(No.  15.) 


Mar.  27 
(No.  17.) 


Mar.  30 


Mar.  30 
(No.  32.) 

Mar.  30 

(No.  18.) 

Mar.  30 
(No.  33.) 
Mar.  30 
(No.  4.) 


Mar.  31 
(No.  19.) 

Apr.    2 

Apr.     9 

Apr.     9 
(No.  33.) 


Apr.  11 
(No.  31.) 

Apr.  14 
(No.  20.) 

Apr.  15 
(No.  5.) 
Apr.  20 
(No.  32.) 


Apr.  23 
(No.  33.) 

Apr.  24 

Apr.  27 
( 


Do. 


State    Department   to  J.   M. 
Mason. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
Earl  Russell  to  G.  Moore 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


Vpr.  2i 
No.  34. 

Apr.  27 

Apr.   29 
(No.  21.) 


Apr.  30 
(No.  35.) 
May  2 
(No.  5.) 

May  3 
(No.  34.) 


Gives  instructions  in  the  case  of  the  General  Rusk ,  and 
transmits  papers  for  further  action. 

Sends  instructions  to  act  as  special  commissioner  of  the 
Confederate  States  Government  to  the  Court  of 
Spain.  Invites  attention  to  the  case  of  the  General 
Rusk. 

Gives  advices  as  to  having  vessels  in  England  nearing 
completion  transferred  to  France,  if  such  a  course 
becomes  necessary,  and  to  consult  with  Mr.  Slidell 
on  the  matter.  Requests  a  commission  for  Mr.  R. 
Dowling  be  forwarded  to  him. 

Acknowledges  letter  of  23d  instant,  and  will  call  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Ould  to  the  case  of  the  prisoners 
taken  on  the  prize  vessel. 

Reports  brilliant  success  of  the  Confederate  loan,  tho 
subscription  having  reached  nearly  sixteen  millions, 
and  gives  details  concerning  same. 

Acknowledges  letters,  and  takes  it  for  granted  that 
nothing  further  can  be  done  at  present  in  vindication 

'  of  the  rights  of  the  Confederacy. 

Gives  the  comments  of  the  British  Government  on  the 
capture  of  the  Peterhoff  by  Commodore  Wilkes. 

Commends  his  careful  and  discriminating  review  of  tho 
state  of  public  sentiment  and  the  movements  of 
political  parties  in  England ,  of  which  the  President 
also  approves. 

Wishes  Mr.  McHenry  to  be  informed  that  his  proposal 
for  a  line  of  mail  steamers  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Confederacy  is  impossible  to  accept  at  present. 

Reports  plans  for  arming  Confederate  gunboat  pre- 
sented to  Confederate  States  by  Messrs.  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  at  Belle-Ile,  France. 

Reports  a  newly  invented  submarine  vessel  called  the 
Ictineo  and  gives  description  of  same. 

Reports  the  fluctuations  of  the  Con  federate  loan  which 
was  much  depressed  before  the  Easter  holidays,  but 
improved  aftcrthe  holidays  very  much.  Supposed 
Federal  agents  were  trying  to  discredit  the  loan  in 
England.  Encloses  articles  of  agreement  between 
J.  M.  Mason  and  Erlanger  &  Co. 

Reports  no  change  in  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  Paris,  and 
encloses  extract  of  a  letter  from  cx-govemor  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Announces  that  Mr.  S.  Hope,  charged  with  dispatches 
for  the  Secretary  of  State,  was  compelled  to  destroy 
them.    Hopes  soon  to  receive  duplicates. 

Has  nothing  new  to  communicate,  and  hopes  sta- 
tionery supplies  can  be  forwarded  Immediately. 

Reports  still  without  intelligence  of  Mr.  McRae.  Re- 
ceived a  note  from  M.  Mocquard  giving  news  of  the 
Virginia,  which  would  probably  enter  a  French  port 
near  St.  Malo.  Captain  Bulloch  has  signed  provi- 
sional contract  forbuilding  4  steamers  of  the  Alabama 
class.  Owners  of  ship  make  claims  for  cargo  on 
Lemuel  Dyer,  destroyed  at  New  Orleans.  Trans- 
mits memorandum  concerning  steamer  Japan  or 
Virginia. 

Transmits  translation  In  relation  to  proceedings  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  Seine  against  Messrs.  Erlanger 
&  Co. 

Gives  authority  for  the  purchase  of  £500,000  of  stock 
of  7  per  cent  cotton  loan  for  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Reports  the  case  of  the  Peterhoff  has  again  been  the 
subject  of  a  debate  in  Parliament  and  gives  details 
ofsame. 

Reports  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Confed- 
erate loan. 

Sends  tho  information  that  extensive  enlistments  are 
now  in  progress  in  Ireland  of  recruits  for  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  and  Instructs  Mr.  Mason  to  call 
the  attention  of  Earl  Russell  to  this  matter. 

Sends  a  model  of  an  invention  of  a  railroad  and  car 
with  explanatory  papers ,  for  Government  inspection. 

Ann  ounces  that  arrangements  are  in  progress  for  trans- 
ferring the  prisoner  Hester  to  Bermuda,  and  gives 
instructions  concerning  same. 

Transmits  letter  of  M.  Ccntrat  and  translation  thereof, 
concerning  the  Erlanger  &  Co.  affair.  Gives  an  ac- 
count of  his  interview  with  M.  I  'dangle  which  was 
satisfactory. 
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State  Department  to  War  De- 
partment. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


H.  Itotze  to  State  Department 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Department 


J.  M.  Mason  to  Stato  Depart- 
ment. 

State    Department    to    J.    M. 

Mason. 
State  Department  to  the  French 

consul  at  Richmond,  Va. 
II.  Hotze  to  State  Department 


Earl  Russell  to  G.  lloore. 


Stato   Department   to   A.    D. 
Mann. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. . 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State   Department   to   J.   M. 
Mason. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State  Department  to   Mr.  A. 
Laren. 


1803. 
May     7 


May     8 
(No.  45.) 


May     9 
(No.  21.) 


Mav     9 
(No.  16.) 


Mav    10 
(No.  21.) 


May  11 
(No.  36.) 

May  13 
(No.  22.) 
May   13 

Mav  14 
(No".  22.) 


May 
(No. 

15 
7.) 

May 
(No. 

15 
8.) 

Mav 

(No. 

15 

35.) 

May 
(No. 

16 
37.) 

May 
(No. 

20 
23.) 

Mav 
(No. 

20 
17.) 

May 

26 

Inquires  whether  some  general  order  may  n  ot  be  appro- 

Sriatc  tores  train  the  military  authorities  from  usurp- 
ig  powers  which  embarrass  legitimate  intercourse 
with  foreign  countries. 
Reports  the  King  of  Belgium  will  visit  England 
shortly,  and  hopes  he  will  influence  her  Majesty  in 
behalf  of  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  tho  Con- 
federacy. Nothing  to  expect  from  the  Emperor  of 
tho  French  now,  in  the  way  of  recognition,  as  he  is 
much  concerned  about  the  situation  in  Mexico. 
Reports  the  Confederate  loan  has  been  subject  to  alarm- 
ing fluctuations,  but  has  recovered,  however,  to  a 
certain  extent,  although  somewhat  depressed  by  the 

Sassage  of  Porter'sflotilla by  the  Vicksburg batteries, 
omments  on  tho  Inertia  of  the  public  mind  on  the 
subject  of  American  affairs.  Gives  an  account  of  the 
national  anger  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  over  the 
capture  of  the  Peterhofl. 

Learns  that  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  has  determined  not 
to  take  any  action  to  recognize  the  Confederacy  until 
the  policy  of  the  English  and  French  Governments 
has  developed.  Gives  many  reasons  why  Spain 
should  recognize  the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  set  an  example  to  the  other  powers  of 
Europe  in  so  doing,  and  gives  advice  and  instructions 
on  the  subject. 

Acknowledges  dispatch  with  enclosure  of  two  Treasury 
drafts.  In  relation  to  the  sale  of  cotton  in  Havana  to 
northern  buyers,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  such 
sales  are  of  rare  occurrence,  with  the  exception  of  the 
cargo  of  the  Alice.  Knows  of  no  collusion  between 
any  of  our  citizens  and  the  enemy  for  the  supply  of 
cotton  to  the  latter. 

Reports  Mr.  McRao  not  yet  arrived.  All  disbursing 
officers  arc  in  arrears  which  involves  their  operations 
in  great  difficulties.    Confederate  loan  closed  at  par. 

Transmits  a  correct  design  of  the  Confederate  States 
flag  and  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  it. 

Sends  drawings  of  the  Brooke  gun  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  for  inspection. 

Acknowledges  draft  for  £247  8s.  5d.  and  is  deeply  grate- 
ful for  the  kind  and  encouraging  words  expressed  for 
his  labors.  Contemplates  issuing  a  list  of  articles  of 
foreign  production,  which  the  Confederate  States 
are  able  to  consume  and  pay  for  in  normal  times. 
Effect  of  Vicksburg  news  caused  a  depression  of  the 
loan.  Regrets  further  delay  in  shipment  of  station- 
ery. Reports  arrival  of  Mr.  McRac  at  Southampton, 
England. 

Announces  H.  B.  M.  ship  Shannon  left  Gibraltar  on 
May  5,  with  Mr.  Hester,  prisoner,  on  board  lor 
Bermuda. 

The  President  approves  of  his  note  to  the  cabinet  of 
Brussels ,  making  formal  demand  for  recognition ,  and 
not  disappointed  in  the  result  of  the  King's  refusal 
to  acknowledge  our  independence.  Expresses  sor- 
row over  the  death  of  General  Jackson. 

Reports  order  enjoining  Erlanger  &  Co.  to  retain 
1  000,000  francs  in  their  hands  to  satisfy  any  claim 
that  Dupasseur,  Lecoq  Freres  might  establish 
against  the  Confederacy  has  been  rescinded,  and 
transmits  enclosures  concerning  same. 

Reports  arrival  of  Mr.  McRae  in  Paris.  Transmitted 
letter  of  appointment  to  Mr.  Dowling,  commercial 
agent  at  Cork.  Nothing  new  in  regard  to  public 
affairs.  Hopes  to  send  needed  stationery  in  a  few 
days. 

Informs  him  the  President  accorded  his  full  approba- 
tion for  his  action  in  the  matter  of  the  loan;  that 
Congress  has  passed  a  law  establishing  a  seal  for  the 
Confederate  States  and  gives  details  concerning 
same. 

Comments  on  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  and  on  a 
prospectus  of  the  Compagnie  Financiere  Interna- 
tionale des  Etats  du  Sud  to  do  business  in  the  South- 
ern States.  Slates  the  crops  throughout  the  Con- 
federacy are  of  the  most  promising  character. 

Enquires  as  to  his  authority;  to  act  as  French  consul  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  wishes  to  know  whether  he 
comes  in  a  private  or  official  capacity. 
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J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State  Department  to  J.  Gorgas.. 
C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Department. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


H.  Hotzeto  State  Department. . 


State  Department  to  J.  M.  Mason 


G.  Moore  to  State  Department.. 

J.  E.  Macfarland  to  State  De- 
partment. 


G.  Moore  to  State  Department . 
State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State  Department  to  L.  Q.  C. 

Lamar. 

State  Department  to  J.  M.  Ma- 
son. 

J.  Slidell  to  State  Department.. 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


L.  Heyliger  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Depart  ment  to  J .  M.  Mason 


1S03. 
Mar  28 
(No.  36.) 


May  28 
(No.  48.) 

June    2 


June    3 
(No.  22.) 


June    4 
(No.  38.) 


June    6 
(No.  23.) 


June    6 
(No.  24.) 


June    6 
...do.... 


June  9 
June  10 
(No.  18.) 


June  11 
(No.  2.) 

June  11 

(No.  25.) 

June  12 
(No.  37.) 
June  12 
(No.  39.) 


June  12 


June  12 
(No.  26.) 


Discusses  the  withdrawal  of  Confederate  commissioners 
from  Europe.  Gives  details  of  a  conversation  with 
the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  concerning  recog- 
nition and  the  merits  of  our  claim  against  Spain. 
Reports  Messrs.  Lafitte  and  Jackson  called  to  propose 
a  large  loan  to  the  Confederate  States  at  6  per  cent, 
redeemable  at  a  distant  date. 

Reports  the  death  of  Stonewall  Jackson  on  May  3, 
which  caused  great  sorrow  in  the  Confederacy  and 
much  sympathy  in  Europe. 

Announces  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Davis,  British 
Army,  and  three  workmen  from  England,  and  en- 
quires as  to  their  disposal. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatch  in  relation  to  the 
steamer  General  Rusk,  and  gives  all  the  information 
he  has  on  the  subject.  The  matter  rests  for  the 
present.  Will  act  prudently  in  the  premises,  when 
necessary. 

Reports  his  arrival  in  Paris  to  confer  with  Messrs. 
Lamar,  Slidell,  and  McRae  upon  pending  matters 
connected  with  the  loan  and  the  navalservice.  Com- 
ments on  the  alleged  enlistment  of  recruits  in  Ire- 
land for  the  Federal  Army,  and  gives  details  of  same. 

Reports  the  shipment  of  stationery  to  Nassau  through 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.;  unaccountable  fluctuations 
In  public  opinion  have  occurred  over  the  death  of 
Jackson,  expressing  great  sympathy  for  him:  Mr. 
Roebuck  gave  notice  in  House  of  Commons,  that  he 
will  make  a  motion  June  39,  "praying  her  Majesty 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  coopera- 
tion in  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  North  America." 

Transmits  copies  of  papers  concerning  the  revocation 
of  the  exequatur  of  British  Consul  Moore,  for  his  im- 
proper activities  in  the  Confederate  States. 

Acknowledging  communication  of  June  5,  transmit- 
ting the  revocation  of  his  exequatur. 

Reports  the  British  Government  was  aware  of  Federal 
agents  in  Ireland,  but  that  they  did  not  openly  re- 
cruit although  a  number  of  young  men  had  gone 
from  Ireland  to  America  whose  passage  had  been 
paid. 

Transmits  copies  of  2  dispatches  from  Earl  Russell 

Comments  on  the  unofficial  information  received  that 
Baron  Durant  St.  Andri  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  was 
exercising  the  functions  of  French  consul  there,  with- 
out an  exequatur  having  been  issued  to  him.  Mr. 
Arthur  Laren  also  performed  functions  of  French 
consul  at  Charleston  in  the  absence  of  Baron  St 
Andrg,  who  was  notified  on  June  3,  he  could  not 
be  permitted  to  do  so,  without  the  approval  of  the 
Confederate  Government.  Encloses  circular  to 
foreign  consuls. 

Informs  him  that  the  Senate  adjourned  without  con- 
firming him  as  Commissioner  to  Russia,  and  gives 
reasons  therefor. 

Sends  further  information  concerning  foreign  consuls 
resident  within  the  Confederacy,  giving  details  of 
their  activities. 

Transmits  enclosures  concerning  recognition  of  the 
Confederacy  by  France. 

Reports  he  will  bring  supposed  Federal  enlistments 
in  Ireland  to  Earl  Russell's  attention  as  soon  as  he 
receives  information  from  Mr.  Dowling  on  the  sub- 
ject. Sends  duplicates  of  dispatches  that  had  to  be 
destroyed.  Acknowledges  receipt  of  letter  describ- 
ing new  flag  and  act  of  Congress  describing  same. 
Hopes  to  get  off  stationery  this  date.  Confederate 
loan  seems  solidly  placed  at  last. 

Reports  himself  in  possession  of  authenticated  copies 
ot  all  the  declarations  relative  to  the  cafe  of  the  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie,  which  he  will  forward  shortly  to 
Mr.  Mason  in  London. 

Transmits  copy  of  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  pris- 
oner Hester  and  gives  instructions  as  to  informing 
Earl  Russell  that  the  prisoner  will  be  received  at  an  v 
Confederate  port  where  he  may  be  delivered,  with 
other  details  on  the  subject. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


J.  Gorgasto  State  Department  - 
J.  Slidell  to  J.  M.  Mason 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


State  Department  to   J.    M. 
Mason. 


Stale  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


L.  Heyliger  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department.. 


State   Department   to   J.    M. 
Mason. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State   Department   to    I.    L. 
Capston. 


1863. 
June  12 
(No.  37.) 


June  15 
June  IS 


June  20 

(No.  40.) 


June  21 
(No.  38.) 


June  22 
(No.  27.) 


June  22 

(No.  19.) 


June  25 
(No.  51.) 


June  25 
(No.  39.) 


June  29 
(No.  28.) 


July    2 
(No.  41.) 


July    3 


Reports  Mr.  Lafitte  informed  him  that  a  loan  in  Lon- 
don had  been  abandoned  for  the  present,  till  more 
favorable  news  from  Confederacy.  Gives  an  ac- 
count of  council  that  met  in  Paris  to  consult  about 
the  financial  situation.  Encloses  a  note  to  the  Em- 
peror of  France  on  the  subject  of  recognition. 

Encloses  extract  of  letter  from  N.  S.  Walker,  to  which 
he  calls  attention. 

Reports  an  interview  with  the  Emperor  of  France,  in 
which  he  contradicted  the  report  that  he  was  un- 
willing to  recognize  tho  Confederacy,  and  gives  de- 
tails of  the  conversation. 

Sends  dispatches  by  private  messenger  to  Bermuda 
or  Nassau,  giving  details  of  various  activities,  and 
reports  that  a  meeting  will  be  arranged  between  the 
Emperor  and  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Lindsay  to  impress 
upon  him  the  importance  that  he  should  formally 
invite  England  to  unite  with  France  in  an  act  of 
recognition. 

Sends  a  memorandum  of  his  interview  with  the  Em- 
peror of  France.  Calls  attention  to  a  note  giving  the 
result  of  the  deliberation  of  the  council  of  ministers 
respecting  the  communication  to  be  addressed  to  the 
British  Government.  Calls  attention  also  to  great 
embarrassment  produced  by  the  employment  of 
several  agents  to  make  purchases  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment with  conflicting  instructions  and  ill-defined 
powers. 

Regrets  3  letters  were  not  received,  as  they  contained 
materialfor  referenco  to  a  last  appeal  on  the  subject 
of  the  blockade.  G  ives  orders  for  future  shipments 
through  Government  agent  at  Nassau  or  Bermuda, 
instead  of  through  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  Will 
send  instructions  as  to  the  case  of  the  Margaret  ami 
Jessie  later.  Thinks  correspondence  sent  in  closed 
British  mail  toNassauor  Bermuda  is  safe,  and  saves 
time  in  delivery. 

Acknowledges  3  letters  and  found  Governor  More- 
head's  letter  very  interesting.  States  newspapers 
give  repeated  instances  of  destruction  of  Roman 
CatholicchurchesbyNew  England  soldiery.  Com- 
ments on  Mr.  Adams'  diplomatic  blunder  at  Court 
of  London,  and  his  apology  to  Earl  Russell ;  and  the 
success  of -Seward's  policy  of  intimidation  toward 
England  by  threatening  war.  Awaits  nows  of  his 
trip  to  Madrid. 

Reports  will  make  every  effort  to  hurry  off  the  Alice 
or  Fanny  with  dispatches  this  afternoon. 

Reports  the  motion  forour  recognition  in  the  House  of 
Commons  is  to  be  acted  upon  next  Tuesday,  and 
fearsthereislittlechanceof  its  being  carried  through. 
Comments  on  the  future  development  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  the  Confederate  States  and  sees  its  success. 

Reports  the  Interview  of  Messrs.  Roebuck  and  Lindsay 
with  the  Emperorat  Fontaincbleau  washighlysatis- 
factory,  that  the  Emperor  was  not  only  willing  but 
anxious  to  recognize  the  Confederacy  with  the  coope- 
ration of  England.  Gives  details  of  the  changes  in 
the  French  ministry.  Mr.  Lamar  left  Paris  for  St. 
Petersburg  via  London  to-day.  Sends  copy  of  ap- 
peal in  the  suit  against  Erlanger  &  Co.  Hears  the 
crops  of  cereals  in  Europe  promise  to  be  most  abund- 
ant, which  will  lessen  profits  to  Northwest  farmers 
in  the  United  States. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  several  dispatches;  has  no 
special  news  to  communicate.  General  Lee  having 
carried  his  opera  t  ions  beyond  the  reach  of  telegraphic 
wires.    Nobooksreceivedasyet. 

Acknowledges  a  design  of  the  new  flag  and  copy  of  the 
act  of  Congress  adopting  it;  also  device  for  the  new 
seal,  and  joint  resolution  establishing  it.  Encloses 
circular  concerning  a  monument  to  be  erected  in 
England  to  General  Stonewall  Jackson.  Gives  de- 
tails of  the  case  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  fired  on 
by  a  United  States  vessel  near  Eleuthcra.  Reports 
latest newsof  England,  and  Spain's  attitude  toward 
recognition. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  duty  as  a  private  and  confi- 
dential agent,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  ire- 
land  to  enlighten  the  population  as  to  the  true  nature 
of  the  contest  waging  between  the  North  and  the 
South,  with  the  view  of  defeating  efforts  to  obtain 
recruits  in  Ireland  for  the  United  States  Army. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


,      1863. 
n.IIotze  to  State  Department..!  July     4 
(No.  24.) 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


July     6 
(No.  40.) 


State    Department    to    J.    M.  ■  July     6 
Mason.  j  (No.  29.) 

I 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart-  !  July   10 


ment. 
II.  Hotze  to  State  Department. . 

J.  Slidell  to  State  Department . . 
Do 


State  Department  to  J.  Sli'loll. 


L.  Q.  C.  Lamar  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Henry  JJotze  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


D.  X.  Ingraham  to  State  De- 
partment. 

Shite  Department  to  French 
consul  at  Richmond.  Ya. 


State    Department    to    J.    M. 
Mason. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State   Department  to   French 
consul  at  Richmond,  Va. 


(No.  42.) 


July   11 
(No.  25.) 


Jnlv   11 
(No.  41.) 

Jnlv  19 

(No.  42.) 


Jlllv    20 
(No.  20.) 


July   22 


Jnlv   23 
(No.  26.) 


Aug.     3 
Aug.     4 


Aue;.     4 
(No.  30.) 


Aug.     4 
(No.  21.) 


Aug.     5 


Reports  details  of  the  French  Emperor's  efforts  to  pro- 
mote peace  if  England  could  be  induced  to  join  with 
him,  which  caused  much  French  opposition,  so  that 
the  Emperor  changed  his  policy  concerning  media- 
tion. 

Transmits  letter  from  Mr.  Roebuck,  concerning  an 
interview  he  had  with  the  French  Emperor  in  regard 
to  recognition  of  the  Confederacy.  Gives  his  opinion 
of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys'  actions,  and  encloses  note 
from  M.  Mocquard.  Loans  of  money  have  come 
from  several  dilleront  quarters,  which  is  a  favorable 
symptom  of  public  opinion  in  Europe;  will  await 
Mr.  McKae's  return  and  submit  these  offers  for  his 
advice. 

Has  noted  what  has  been  d  one  in  relation  to  the  recruit  - 
ing  by  the  enemy,  and  is  satisfied  with  Mr.  Mason's 
efforts  in  thatrespect;  but  thinks  it  best  to  send  two 
or  three  Irishmen,  long  residents  of  our  country  to 
act  as  far  as  they  can  in  arresting  these  unlawful  acts 
of  the  enemy. 

Encloses  copies  of  notes  to  Earl  Russell.  No  further 
debate  on  Mr.  Roebuck's  motion  since  my  last  com- 
munication. It  is  expected  Parliament  willadjourn 
about  the  first  week  in  August. 

Reports  the  present  situation  of  the  recognition  of  the 
Confederacy,  with  not  much  prospect  of  England 
joining  in  concert  with  France  in  the  matter  of  recog- 
nizing the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Transmits  certain  papers  relating  to  a  claim  for  dam- 
ages for  th  e  destruction  of  the  ship  Louisa  Hatch  by 
the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Gives  further  details  of  the  issue  of  veracity  between 
the  Emperor  of  France  and  Mr.  Roebuck  on  the  sub- 
iect  of  recognition  of  the  Confederacy;  has  not  yet 
heard  from  Madrid,  and  reports  the  Polish  question 
still  engrosses  the  attention  of  Europe. 

Commends  his  conduct  in  the  matter  of  the  attempted 
attachment  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  Erlanger  &  Co. 
and  is  gratified  at  the  sympathy  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment therefor.  Awaits  developments  with  in- 
terest concerning  recognition  but  with  little  hope  of 
action,  by  England. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  letter,  advising  him  that  the 
Senate  failed  to  ratify  his  nomination  as  commis- 
sioner to  Russia,  and  ihanks  the  President  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  for  their  regrets  on  the  subject.  Hopes 
that  his  brief  residence  in  Europe  has  not  been 
wholly  fruitless. 

Reports  general  dismay  and  disappointment  over  the 
news  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  and  the  check  sustained 
at  G  ettysburg,  and  shall  not  neglect  any  opportunity 
for  impressing  upon  the  public  the  undiminished 
vitality  of  our  cause.  May  have  to  exceed  his  allow- 
ance on  account  of  his  great  expenses,  in  sending  out 
certain  publications. 

Presents  thanks  for  certain  information  sent  from  the 
French  Government. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  note  on  the  subject  of  the  to- 
bacco belonging  to  the  Government  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  and  gives  President's  instructions  as  to 
having  the  tobacco  forwarded  to  France. 

Announces  his  mission  is  at  an  end  in  London,  as  the 
British  Government  entertains  no  intention  of  re- 
ceiving an  accredited  minister  from  the  Confederacy. 
The  President  is  entirely  satisfied  with  his  conduct 
and  his  work  in  England. 

Announces  Mr.  Mason's  withdrawal  from  his  mission 
to  England.  Comments  on  the  idea  of  selling  cotton 
to  the  French  Government  directlv,  to  be  imported 
into  France  by  the  Government,  under  an  arrange- 
ment similar  to  that  just  made  for  tobacco,  or  to  be 
held  on  this  side  under  a  guaranty  from  this  Govern- 
ment not  to  allow  its  destruction  by  our  forces. 
\\  ishes  to  know  if  it  would  be  possible  to  induce  the 
French  and  Spanish  Governments  to  recall  the  no- 
tice issued  by  them,  interdicting  the  entrance  of  the 
prizes  of  cither  belligerent  into  their  ports. 

Informs  the  French  consul  that  assurances  being  satis- 
factory to  this  Government,  no  obstacle  now  remains 
to  the  shipment  of  tobacco  belonging  to  the  Imperial 
Regie. 
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J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. . 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


IT.  Hotze  to  New  York  corres- 
pondent of  the  Index. 


H.  Hotze  to  Turin,  Italy,  cor- 
respondent of  the  Index. 


H.  Hotze  to  Manchester  corres- 
pondent of  the  Index. 

II.  Hot  ze  to  F.  Ducaigne 


H.  Hotze  to  M.  —  Paris 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State    Department    to    J.  M. 
Mason. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell.. 


T.  L.  Bayne  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

Henry  Hotze  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


1863. 
Aug.     5 
(No.  43.) 


Aug.     6 
(No.  43.) 


Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  21 
...do.... 


Aug.  23 
Aug.  15 
(No.  56.) 


Aug.  17 
(No.  31.) 


Aug.  17 
(No.  22.) 


Aug.  19 

Aug.  27 
(No.  27.) 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


T.  L.  Bayue  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State   Department   to   N.    S. 
Walker. 


Aug.  29 
(No.  44.) 

Aug.  29 


Sept.    2 
(No.  23.) 


Sept.    2 


Reports  the  news  of  the  retreat  of  General  Lee  and  the 
surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  have  had 
an  unfavorable  influence  on  the  question  of  recogni- 
tion. The  Spanish  ambassador  says  nothing  can  be 
effected  at  Madrid  at  present.  Transmits  enclosures 
relating  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Blanche. 

Transmits  several  documents  relal  ing  to  the  case  of  the 
prisoner  Hester,  and  comments  briefly  on  the  subject 
and  copies  of  letters  to  Earl  Russell  on  different  mat- 
ters. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  kind  of  news  he.  desires  sent 
from  New  York  for  publication  in  his  paper,  the  In- 
dex, with  compensation  for  same,  whether  published 
or  not. 

Acknowledges  letter  to  the  Index,  and  sends  check  for 
£fi  for  stibscribing  to  2  Italian  newspapers  and  for 
his  sen-ices,  expressing  approval  of  his  labors  and 
giving  advice  on  several  subjects. 

Regrets  no  vacancy  at  present  on  the  stnt  ,  but  will  be 
pleased  to  accept  correspondence  from  Manchester, 
lor  which  the  Index  will  pay  £1  Is.  per  week,  (.lives 
a  few  suggestions  for  future  guidance. 

Acknowledges  letter  of  Aug.  20,  and  gives  certain  in- 
formation on  the  social  condition  of  the  South  in  ref- 
erence to  slavery. 

Gives  sketch  of  proposed  pamphlet  on  Mexico. 

Reports  a  sojourn  of  Queen  Victoria  of  2  days  at  King 
Leopold's  country  palace,  and  states  her  Majesty's 
feelings  are  warmly  enlisted  for  the  success  of  the 
Confederacy.  States  thcinftuence  of  the  Kingofthc 
Belgians  on  the  different  Governments  of  i-.urope 
was  never  so  powerful  as  now. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  archives  of  his  mission  by  depositing  them  with 
Mr.  Slidell  for  the  present.  Tan  confide  the  Con- 
federate and  other  affairs  to  Mr.  Hotze  or  other  pre- 
ferred person. 

Acknowledges  several  dispatches  being  received,  and 
gives  the  President's  instructions  about  Mr.  Mason's 
archives  in  London.  Approves  of  placing  funds 
abroad  in  the  hands  of  one  agent,  and  comments  on 
the  conversation  of  the  French  Emperor  and  his  in- 
terview with  Messrs.  Roebuck  and  Lindsay. 

Encloses  statements  of  quantity  of  cotton  shipped  and 
number  of  steamers  with  their  tonnage. 

Gives  his  impressions  of  public  opinion  during  the  cri- 
tical period  of  the  Confederacy's  reverses,  which 
greatly  affected  the  loan.  Learns  that  the  Federal 
consul-general  at  Frankfort  has  hoist  ed  the  Mexican 
flag  by  the  side  of  his  own,  in  consequence  of  an  ar- 
rangement between  Seward  and  Juarez,  that  the 
RepublicofMexicoshould  be  represented  by  United 
States  agents  abroad.  Reports  his  allowance  has 
been  exceeded  on  account  of  unexpected  demands 
as  his  paper,  the  Index,  has  not  paid  expenses,  and 
therefore  needs  more  funds. 

Transmits  a  memorandum  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
sular agent  at  Charleston,  sent  there  by  M.  dc  Mon- 
tholon. 

Roplies  to  certain  queries  about  running  vessels  to 
foreign  countries;  number  of  tr'ps*  number  of  cap- 
tures, and  other  data  concerning  these  steamers 
sailing  for  supplies  for  the  C.  S.  Government. 

Gives  a  lengthy  opinion  of  the  injustice  sustained  by 
the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  earnest  y  pro- 
testing against  the  same,  and  wishes  a  copy  of  his 
dispatch  on  the  subject  placed  in  the  hands  of  M. 
Drouyn  de  I.huys,  and  to  urge  upon  the  justice  of 
the  French  cabinet  our  claim  that  it,  shou  d  not  give 
silent  acquiesencc  to  the  validity  of  the  pretended 
blockade  proclaimed  by  the  United  States,  in  der- 
ogation of  the  rights  of  this  Confederacy. 

Requests  further  information  on  the  opinion  of  the 
officers  ol  tho  Crown  "that  even  a  British  vessel 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton  brought  from  a  blockaded 
port  and  .the  property  of  British  subjects,  is  liable 
to  se'zure  on  the  high  seas." 
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J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  Eev.  J. 
Bannon. 

H.  Hotze  to  State  Department. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State  Department  to  Treasury, 
■\Yar,  and  Navy  Departments 


J.  A.  Qnintero  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  H.  Hotze. 


State  Department  to  Treasury 
Department. 


C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell... 
J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


State  Department    to    A.    P 
Mann. 


The  President  to  A.  D.  Mann. . 
C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Department 


1803. 
Sept.    4 
(No.  44.) 


Sept.    4 


Ser.t.    5 
(No.  2«.) 


Sept.    5 
(No.  45.  i 


Sept.  14 
(No.  21.) 

Sept.  15 


Sept.  16 


Sept.  19 
(No.  9.) 


Sept.  20 


Sept.  21 
(No.  23.) 


Sept.  21 

Sept.  22 
(No.  45.) 


Sept.  23 
(No.  9.) 


Sept.  24 


Sept.  24 
(No.  24.) 


Awaits  further  instructions  in  the  case  of  the  Margaret 
and  Jessie.  Reports  little  impression  can  be  ex- 
pected to  be  produced  on  the  British  r.overnment 
on  the  subject  of  the  b'ockade.  Regrets  he  did  not 
see  Lieutenant  Capston  on  his  way  to  Ireland:  that 
the  loan  sustained  a  sudden  and  great  fall  on  hearing 
of  our  reverses;  hopes  from  recent  events  in  Mexico 
that  France  may  be  compelled  to  tal;e  a  position  of 
value  to  the  Confederacy.  Inuuires  as  to  the  Presi- 
dent's policv  should  a  monarchy  be  established  in 
Mexico  bv  France.  Encloses  correspondence  with 
Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  his  mission  as  a  pr.vate  and 
confident^!  agent  oi  the  Condederate  States  to 
Ireland. 

ReportsthearrivalofLieutenant  Capston  in  I.ondonon 
Sept.  2  and  departure  on  same  date  for  Ireland. 
British  press  much  ag  tated  about  two  ironclads  in 
Laird's  shipyard, 'alleged  to  be  destined  for  the  Con- 
'ederate  Navy.  C.  S.  S.  Florida  has  arrived  in 
■  Brest  harbor. 

Reports  that  the  Treasury  agent  strongly  urges  that 
the  Government  shou'et  take  the  whole  subject  or 
the  export  of  cotton  into  .ts  own  hands,  and  sets 
forth  h  s  reasons  there-'or. 

Informs  Mr.  Benjamin  of  the  exchangeoi  Private  Wm. 
Fellows,  jr.,  a  prisoner,  with  instructions  as  to  his 
future. 

Gives  details  of  a  conference  with  the  President  on  the 
subject  of  placing  the  business  o'  the  various  depart- 
ment in  foreign  countries  under  one  head  to  control 
all  funds,  with  certain  except'ons. 

Reports  that  Mexico  has  been  in  a  great  state  of  dis- 
order and  at  the  request  of  the  President.  General 
Doblado  organized  a  new  cabinet.  Sept.  7  a  quarrel 
took  place  between  President  Juarez  and  General 
Doblado,  which  caused  Doblado  to  resign  and  leave 
for  the  State  of  Guanajuato,  where  he  is  now  gover- 
nor. Learns  British  steamer  Wm.  Peel  has  been 
captured  by  Tinted  States  vessel. 

Acknowledges  all  dispatches  and  also  the  Index,  which 
he  commends  for  its  tact  and  vigor.  Comments  on 
the  course  pursued  by  Great  Britain  toward  the- 
C  onfederacy,  because  it  feared  war  with  the  Vnil  ed 
StntesititsGovernmentrecognized  the  independence 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

Sends  information  of  President's  approval  of  arrange- 
ments, and  has  so  instructed  Mr.  McP.ae.  Advises 
instructions  to  be  sent  abroad  to  Treasury  agents 
as  to  above  arrangements. 

Reports  the  arrival  of  M .  Avegno  at  Havana  en  roul  e 
for  Mexico.  After  remaining  here  a  few  davs  he 
changed  his  plans  and  took  the  steamer  for  South- 
ampton, for  Europe,  where  he  still  remains. 

Announces  the  termination  of  his  mission  to  England 
and  gives  the  reasons  therefor. 

Reports  the  Florida  received  permission  to  repair  and 
provision  at  Brest,  which  shows  the  friendly  feelings 
of  the  Emperor:  gives  an  account  of  several  inter- 
views with  the  Emperor  and  Empress  at  Biarritz, 
who  both  showed  kindly  dispositions  toward  our 
cause.  Expects  Maximilian  will  accept  the  crown 
when  tendered  by  Mexico.  Transmits  several  en- 
closures from  Mr.  Eustis. 

Transmits  a  cony  of  the  President's  letter  to  h's 
Holiness  the  Pope,  expressing  his  appreciation  of 
rus  etiorts  toward  restoring  peace,  with  instructions 
concerning  same. 

Appoints  Mr  Mann  to  the  position  of  sr.ecial  envoy 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  i'o  proceed  to 
Rome  and  deliver  a  communication  to  tho  Pope 

Reports  the  friendly  relations  with  the  colonial  gov- 
ernment at  Havana  are  as  friendly  as  ever  since  the 
arrival  of  Captain-General  Dulce,  who  gives  his 
assurance  that  he  can  bo  relied  upon.  Regrets  the 
capture  of  three  steamers,  Alabama,  Montgomery, 

^,^1ifH?aT'iby  ,hc  enem>"'  A  >"r™<*  cruiser 
S3Kr^  fhe  schooner  Good  Year  with  arms  on 
board  destined  for  the  Confederacy,  which  he  will 
make  an  ellcrt  to  recover,  and  encloses  alettercon- 
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Earl  Russell  to  J.  M  Mason 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


H.  Hotze  to  State  Department.. 


E.  C.  Stiles  to  J.  M.  Mason  and 
J.  Slidell. 


J.  M.  Mason  and  J.  Slidell,  to 
E.  C.  Stiles. 


XI.  Ilotze  to  State  Department 


Earl  Russell  to  J.  M.  Mason. 
J.  Slidell  to  G.  T.  Sinclair. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State  Department  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 


1863. 
Sept.  25 

Sept.  25 
(No.  46.) 


Sept.  26 
(No.  29.) 


Sept.  29 


..do 


Oct.     3 
(No.  30.) 


Oct.     6 
Oct.     7 

Oct.     8 
(No.  25.) 

Oct.     8 


J.  Slidell  to  St3te  Department.  ' 

J.  David  to  State  Department . .  ■  Oct.    16 


Oct.     9 

(No.  46.) 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

A  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

H.  Ilotze  to  State  Department 


Oct.    19 

Oct.   23 
(No.  64.) 


Oct.    25 

(No.  47.) 


Oct.    30 
(No.  65.) 

Oct.   31 
(No.  31.) 


Acknowledges  letter  announcing  the  termination  of 
his  mission  to  Great  Britain,  with  comments  thereon. 

Reports  the  termination  of  his  mission  in  London  on 
Sept.  21  and  transmits  copv  of  his  letter  to  Earl 
Russell  of  same.  Will  leave  soon  for  Paris,  where 
letters  may  be  addressed  to  him  in  Mr.  Slidell  s 
care. 

Reports  the  comments  heard  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Mason's  recall  from  London,  which  some  English 
friends  appear  to  regret:  that  Europe  was  startled 
a  short  time  since  by  a  report  that  the  South  would 
arm  the  slaves;  that  the  acceptance  of  Archduke 
Maximilian  by  Mexico  is  anxiously  awaited;  that 
his  remittance  has  not  arrived,  which  is  most  in- 
convenient, as  his  payments  are  mostly  weekly  and 
monthly. 

States  that  he  needs  from  £15,000  to  £16,000  to  pay 
lor  steamer  Hawk  for  the  Virginia  Volunteer  Navy, 
which  the  Secertarv  of  the  Navy  ordered  him  to 
buy,  but  by  some  misunderstanding  his  funds  had 
not  all  arrived  to  pay  for  the  steamer,  which  he  will 
refund  upon  arrival  of  purchase  price  in  Europe. 

Replv  to  request  for  funds  to  pay  for  steamer  Hawk, 
and  advise  transfer  of  title  to  the  Confederate  States, 
and  that  Captain  Bulloch  should  advance  the  sum  of 
£15,000  to  make  good  the  balance  now  due  to  Mr. 
Begbie,  and  put  her  to  sea. 

Reports  popular  excitement  is  strong  over  the  news  of 
Federal  disaster  in  Louisiana,  the  temporary  aban- 
donment of  the  siege  of  Charleston,  and  the  Confed- 
erate reoceupation  of  defensible  points  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  Suggests  certain  restrictions  be  placed 
on  private  contracts  with  the  Confederate  States 
Government. 

Acknowledges  certain  papers  relating  to  the  case  of  the 
Margaret  and  Jessie. 

Suggests  it  would  be  indiscreet  to  go  to  a  French  port 
for  armament,  and  advises  certain  steps  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  the  matter. 

Announces  that  the  conduct  of  the  British  consular 
agents  in  the  Confederacv  has  compelled  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  steps  to  expel  them  from  the  country, 
and  gives  reasons  therefor . 

Transmits  letter  to  Mr.  Fulh  rton.  communicating  to 
him  the  President's  order  to  depart  promptly  from 
the  Confederacv. 

Reports  a  conversation  that  was  held  between  Mr. 
Drouvn  de  Lhuvs  and  himself  on  the  subject  of  rec- 
ognition, and  the  blockade  of  southern  ports. 

Announces  himself  as  president  of  a  southern  associa- 
tion at  Victoria.  V.I.,  and  begs  that  a  letter  of  man  me 
may  be  issued  to  his  society  for  use  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  by  a  first-class  steamer  of  400  tons. 

Transmits  a  copv  of  Earl  Russell's  letter  dated  Sept. 
25  for  the  files  of  the  State  Department. 

Reports  much  rejoicing  in  Europe  over  the  success  of 
General  Bragg's  Armv;  Russia  has  at  last  identified 
herself  with  the  Lincoln  Administration,  so  no  fur- 
ther efforts  for  recognition  can  be  made  in  that  coun- 
try. This  is  a  staggering  blow  to  the  red  republicans 
of  Europe.  ,  .  ,   . 

Reports  receipt  of  his  dispatch  of  Sept.  2,  winch  is  a 
conclusive  demonstration  of  the  virtual  nullifica- 
tion of  article  4  of  the  treaty  of  Paris;  that  the 
Polish  question  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  our  recogni- 
tion; that  a  demand  has  sprung  up  in  Europe  for 
our  8  per  cent  bonds;  and  transmits  copbs  of  con- 
tracts for  rifles. 

Acknowledges  dispatch  No.  9,  and  reports  he  is  making 
preparations  to  leave  for  Rome  on  the  2d  day  of 
November.  . 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  several  letters,  but  No.  9  is 
missing.  Also  letters  from  \V.  J.  Bromwell  cover- 
ing Treasury  warrants  on  account  of  secret-serv- 
ice money.  States  Colonel  Lamar  transferred  the 
sum  of  10,000  francs,  which  he  owed  the  Depart- 
ment to  him,  as  he  was  in  need  of  funds,  which  was 
sanctioned  by  Mr.  McRae.  Mr.  E.  de  Leon  loaned 
him  £200  which  has  since  been  repaid.  Comments 
on  public  opinion  in  France  and  England  as  precog- 
nition of  the  Confederacy.  Hopes  the  G  overnment 
may  find  some  mode  of  relieving  their  pecuniary 
indebtedness  to  Mr.  Spence  for  his  services  abroad. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Subject. 


Page. 


A.  D.  Miiim  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State    Department    to    J.    M. 
Mason. 


State  Denartment  to  J.  Slidell. 


State    Department    to    J.    M. 
Mason. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

J.  Slidell  to  State  Department.. 


1803. 
Nov.  11 
(No.  66.) 

Nov.  13 
(No.  32.) 


Nov.  13 

(No.  26.) 

Nov.  14 
(No.  33.) 


Nov.  14 
(No.  67.) 

Nov.  15 

(No.  48.) 


Do.. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


n.  Ilotze  to  State  Department. 


'  Nov.  19 
(No.  49.) 


t  Nov.  21 
:  (No.  68.) 


'  Nov.  21 
j  (No.  32.) 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 
State  Department  to  G.  Eustis. 
J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


State  Department  tu  J.  Slidell. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart 
ment. 


Nov.  2S 
(No.  33.) 


Nov.  30 
Nov.  30 


Dec.    3 
(No.  SO.) 


Dec.     9 
(No.  20.) 


Dec.    9 
(No.  69.) 


Reports  his  arrival  in  Rome,  where  he  had  an  inter- 
view with  Cardinal  Antonelli,  who  expressed  ad- 
miration and  interest  for  the  Southern  cause. 
Informs  Mr.  Mason  that  his  services  are  too  valuable  to 
the  Government  to  be  dispensed  with;  therefore  the 
President  again  appoints  him  commissioner,  under 
act  No.  226,  and  also  appoints  Mr.  Macfarland  as  Ins 
secretary. 
Recommends  Mr.  Wesendonck  to  the  courteous  atten- 
tion of  Mr  Slidell,  who  has  volunteered  gratuitous 
service  abroad  for  the  Confederacy. 
Expresses  disappointment  over  some  missing  books 
that  the  London  booksellers  failed  to  send, and  hopes 
this  can  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible  by  Mr.  Ma- 
son's efforts. 
Reports  his  interview  with  the  Pope,  where  he  pre- 
sented the  President's   letter,  who  announced  he 
would  answer  the  same  later. 
Reports  he  placed  a  copy  of  Mr.  Benjamin's  dispatch 
No.  23  in  the.  hands  of  M.  Mocquaid  for  the  Emperor, 
who  carefully  read  it.    Transmits  an  enclosure  of 
his  note  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  and  a  note  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs.    The  C.  S.  S.  Georgia  ar- 
rived at  Cherbourg  on  Oct.  28,  where  permission  was 
granted  for  necessary  repairs. 

Reports  a  long  and  satisfactory  interview  with  the  min- 
ister of  marine,  when  he  called  his  attention  to  the 
case  of  the  Love  Bird,  whose  release,  he  wrould  order 
if  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  would  intimate  his 
wish  to  that  effect.  A  confidential  clerk  of  the  ship- 
builders at  Nantes  has  absconded,  carrying  off  docu- 
ments of  importance,  which  show  that  certain  vessels 
being  constructed  at  Bordeaux  and  Nantes  belong  to 
the  Confederate  States,  which  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Dayton,  U.  S.  ministor  to  France. 
Reports  his  reception  at  the  Vatican  was  most  cordial 
and  that  he  had  a  second  interview  with  Cardinal 
Antonelli,  who  became  so  much  interested  that  he 
prolonged  the  conversation  for  an  hour.  Feels  as- 
sured his  mission  to  Rome  has  been  as  successful  as 
the  President  could  desire. 
Reports  of  a  rumor  that  Earl  Russell  is  to  reti  re  from  the 
cabinet  and  to  be  succeeded  by  Lord  Clarendon, 
which  causes  much  regret  in  England.  Comments 
on  the  state  of  affairs  in  Great  Britain  in  reference 
to  the  political  situation. 
Acknowledges  receipt  of  Treasury  warrant  for  £1,000 
on  account  of  secret-service  fund.  Expresses 
thanks  to  the  President  and  Mr.  Benjamin  for 
their  marks  of  confidence  and  will  make  renewed 
efforts  to  deservesamc.  The  rumor  of  Earl  Russell's 
retirement  has  been  denied  officially.  Encloses 
article  by  Mr.  de  Leon  from  a  London  paper  con- 
cerning the  Rappahannock. 
Instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell  to  draw  upon  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.  for  his  salary  after  Dec.  31,  with  further 
advice  on  the  subject  of  accounts. 
Gives  orders  to  Mr.  Eustis  to  draw  upon  Fraser,  Trert- 
holm  &  Co.,  for  his  next  salary  after  Dec.  31,  with 
further  Instructions  as  to  his  accounts. 
Reports  he.  addressed  a  letter  to  M.  de  Lhuys  on  the 
subject  of  the  Love  Bird,  and  encloses  a  copy  of  dis- 
patch marked  "A"  to  him.  Stales,  in  an  inter- 
view with  Archduke  Maximilian  at  Minmiar.he  ex- 
pressed tho  warmest  possible  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  Confederate  cause.  Has  just  heard  of  thedeath 
of  M.  R.  Thomassy  in  Havana,  and  has  written  to 
Mr.  Helm  there  to  enquire  whether  he  left  any  money 
in  Havana. 
Acknowledges  receipt  of  all  dispatches.  Announces 
there  is  no  objection  to  Mr.  de  St.  Andre's  return  to 
Charleston  as  French  consular  agent:  but  Mr. 
Larcn's  case  was  quite  different.  Comments  on 
the  state  of  affairs  generally  in  the  Confederacy,  and 
is  disappointed  in  Mr.  de  Leon's  mission  abroad 
States  he  received  the  answer  of  the  President's  letter 
trom  the  Pope,  which  he  thinks  is  a  positive  recogni- 
tion of  our  Government.  Will  send  copy  of  it  soon, 
which  he  thinks  will  exercise  a  salutary  intluence 
on  tho  western  governments  of  Europe,  to  the 
European  press. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State  Department  to  B.  H.  Hill. 


Date. 


1803. 
Deo.   12 
(No.  70.) 

Dec.    14 


Subject. 


State    Department   to  W.    T.        do 

Dorti'h. 
Stale  Department  to  War  De-    ..  do 

partmcnt. 


J.  Slidcll  to  State  Department. 


H.  Hotzc  to  State  Department. 


A.  1>.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


7.  Slidcll  to  State  Department.. 


Dec.  15 

(No.  51.) 


Dec.   20 
(No.  31.) 


Dec.    28 
(No.  71.) 


Dee.  29 
(No.  52.) 


Transmits  a  copy  of  thclotterof  the  Pope  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Expects  to  leave  lor  Paris,  Brussels,  and 
London  shortly. 

States  that  passports  are  issued  only  to  citizens  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  to  obtain  one  a  certificate 
from  a  responsible  person  is  required  stating  that  the 
applicant  is  a  citizen.  Passports  to  leave  the  Con- 
federacy must  be  obtained  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Department  can  not ,  according  to  law,  give  a  pass- 
port to  one  not  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Begstoinform  Mr.  Seddon  that  ('.  J.  Helm  is  the  com- 
mercial agent  ol  the  Confederate  States  Government 
at  Havana. 

Transmits  3  enclosures  marked  "A,"  "B,"  and  "C," 
concerning  the  occupation  of  Matamoras  by  French 
troops,  certain  silver  captured  by  Captain  Maffitt, 
and  some  tobacco  owned  by  the  Regie  in  Richmond. 
Comments  on  the  response  of  Queen  Victoria  to  the 
Emperor's  invitation  to  a  congress,  which  has  not 
been  published,  as  were  all  the  others. 

Reports  that  the  most  serious  anxiety  is  caused  here 
as  at  home,  by  our  financial  condition,  and  gives 
his  opinion  about  the  present  system,  which  should 
be  changed,  and  suggests  new  ways  of  improving  the 
situation  at  home  and  abroad. 

Gives  an  account  of  his  visit  to  Naples  on  his  way  to 
Paris,  which  he  found  thriving  and  prosperous.  Met 
Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  in  Paris  ana  showed  the 
correspondence  between  the  Pope  and  the  President, 
who  urgedits  publicationin  Le  Monitcur.  Expects 
to  leave  at  noon  for  Brussels  and  then  for  London, 
to  make  known  the  result  of  his  visit  to  Home. 

Hears  that  the  Archduke  Maximilian  intends  to  leave 
for  Vera  Cruz  on  his  way  to  Mexico.  Has  made  a 
contract,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  McTtae,  with  the 
Albion  Trading  Company  for  4  steamers  for  the 
transportation  of  supplies  for  the  Confederacy  from 
Bermuda  and  Nassau,  on  favorable  terms.  Has 
arranged  for  tho  filling  up  of  the  Florida's  crew,  and 
that  vessel  is  now  ready  for  sea.  The  messages  of 
President  Lincoln  and' President  Davis  appeared 
simultaneously  in  the  European  journals,  with 
favorable  comments  on  Mr.  Davis's  paper. 
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C.  J.  Helm  to  State  Department 


State  Department  to  muustcr 
to  Mexico. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidcll. 


State  Department  to  H.  Hotzc. 


1804. 
Jan.      1 

(No.  25.) 


Jan.      7 
(No.  2.) 


Jan.     8 
(No.  27.) 


Jan.     9 
(No.  13.) 


Reports  that  the  arms  captured  by  the  French  near 
Matamoras  were  released  to  the  owners  on  represent- 
ing that  they  were  destined  for  the  Confederate 
States. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in 
relation  to  Mexico.  That  Mr.  J.  A.  Quintero  is  tho 
general  agent  at  Monterey,  and  Mr.  R.  Fitzpatrick 
is  the  commercial  agent  at  Matamoras. 

Announces  that  the  President  is  much  gratified  with 
his  course  n  relation  to  the  contract  wi til  N .  Clements 
so  that  subordinate  officers  are  forbidden  to  make 
contracts  for  foreign  supplies.  Comments  on  the 
sciziue  of  the  Caroline  Goodyear,  which  did  not 
show  fair  dealing  toward  the  Confederacy. 

Acknowledges  several  dispatches,  and  concludes  the 
French j  ournalists  are  against  the  recognition  of  the 
South,  although  he  believes  the  E  mjicror  is  favorable 
toourcause.  CommentsontheserviccsofMr.  Spence, 
which  have  not  been  quite  satisfactory.  Reflects  on 
Great  Britain  for  checking  any  movement  toward 
peace,  which  the  British  cabinet  might  have  pre- 
vented, but  did  not  for  their  own  power  and  profit. 
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J.  Slide]]  to  State  Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


II.  Hotce  to  State  Department. . 


State  Department  to  War  De- 
partment. 

State  Department  to  Navy  De- 
partment. 
C.J.  Helm  to  State  Department 


II.  Hotze  to  State  Department. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State    Department    to    J.    M. 
Mason. 


J.  Slidellto  State  Department. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


State   Department    to   A.    D. 
Mann. 


State  Department  to  War  De- 
partment. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


1801. 
Jan.    14 
(No.  53.) 


Jan.    15 
(No.  74.) 


Jan.    16 
(No.  35.) 


Jan.    18 


Jan.    21 

Jan.    23 

(No.  26.) 

Jan.    23 
(No.  36.) 

Jan.    25 
(No.  1.) 


Jan.    25 
(No.  34.) 


Jan.    25 
(No.  54.) 


Jan.    28 
(No.  28.) 


Jan.    28 
(No.  29.) 


Feb.     1 
(No.  11.) 

Feb.     1 


Feb.     6 
(No.  77.) 


Reports  the  letter  of  President  Davis  to  the  Pope  and 
his  reply  were  sent  to  the  Emperor,  and  published  in 
the  newspapers  of  France.  That  an  article  appeared 
recently  in  La  Patrie  favorable  to  the  Southern 
cause,  which  the  editor  announced  to  Mr.  Slidell  was 
approved  by  the  Emperor,  which  was  very  encour- 
aging. A  report  that  the  Northern  Oovernment 
had  a  secret  understanding  with  the  F.mperor  was 
investigated  and  found  to  be  without  foundation. 

Reports  that  in  all  intelligent  British  circles,  our 
recognition  by  the  Pope  is  considered  as  formal  and 
complete,  and  the  influence  of  that  measure  is  of  in- 
calculable value  in  our  behalf.  The  Schleswig- 
Holstein  question  occupies  the  cabinet  almost  ex- 
clusively. 

Reports  that  since  he  last  wrote  our  loan  has  improved 
about  10  per  cent,  one  reason  being  the  expectation 
that  Congress  will  authorize  an  embargo  on  private 
exportation  of  cotton,  or  lay  a  heavy  export  duty 
on  cotton  not  exported  for  Government  account. 
Suggests  that  the  Oovernment  could  run  the  block- 
ade with  equal  if  not  greater  chance  than  private 
enterprise.  No  further  steps  taken  in  the  case  of  the 
rams.  Germany  intends  to  detach  Schleswig  and 
Holstein  from  Denmark,  which  may  envelop  all 
Europe  in  war. 

Sends  an  extract  from  a  letter  showing  "a  mode  of 
egress  unguarded  of  which  many  are  availing  them- 
selves." 

Encloses  information  concerning  the  Rappahannock, 
and  certain  silver  captured  by  Captain  Mallitt. 

Reports  that  Joseph  T.  Crawford  has  been  appointed 
by  Great  Britain  on  a  special  mission  to  Richmond, 
Va.,  with  details  concerning  same. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatch  of  Nov.  30,  1863, 
and  transmits  his  salary  account,  up  to  Dec.  31, 1863. 
Nothing  special  of  general  i  n  terest  to  communicate. 

Replies  that  accounts  of  special  commission  to  Great 
Britain  shall  be  closed  from  Nov.  11, 1863,  and  those 
of  commissioner  on  the  Continent  will  date  from 
Nov.  12,  1863,  which  shall  be  forwarded  by 
next  mail.  Proposes  to  go  to  F.ngland  soon  after 
Parliament  meets  to  remain  a  few  weeks,  in  a  private 
capacity  only.  The  German  complication  with 
Denmark  which  seemed  to  threaten  war  in  Europe 
has  given  a  better  promise  of  settlement. 

Announces  that  the  Senate  on  Jan.  18  confirmed  his 
appointment  as  commissioner  on  the  Continent  to 
represent  the  Confederate  States,  and  Mr.  Macfar- 
land  is  appointed  your  secretary.  Gives  reasons  in 
detail  for  the  new  appointment  and  instructions 
concerning  same. 

Reports  M .  Mercier  has  been  some  days  in  Paris  and  is 
decided  in  his  expressions  of  sympathy  with  the 
Confederate  cause  and  convinced  of  our  ability  to 
maintain  our  independence.  Gives  an  account  of 
unexpended  balance  on  hand  for  contingencies. 

Gives  instructions  as  to  Mr.  13.  Avegno,  who  was 
appointed  commercial  agent  at  Vera  Cruz  by  the 
President,  to  make  enquiries  as  to  whether  he  is 
living  in  Paris  in  a  destitute  state.  He  left  Mexico 
in  July,  1863. 

Comments  on  the  fact  of  Mr.  de  Leon's  opening 
sealed  dispatches  addressed  to  Mr.  Slidell,  which 
should  have  been  reported  to  the  State  Department 
sooner  and  saved  the  scandal  which  caused  his 
removal.  Gives  opinions  on  several  important  sub- 
jects. 

States  the  President  has  been  much  gratified  at  the 
cordial  reception  you  received  from  the  Pope,  and 
hopes  his  letter  will  be  a  check  on  foreign  enlist- 
ments made  by  the  United  States. 

Requests  that  the  State  Department  be  furnished 
with  complete  files  of  the  northern  journals,  through 
the  signal  and  prisoners'  exchange  officers  of  the 
War  Department. 

Reports  that  no  mention  was  made  of  American 
affairs  in  the  Queens  speech  at  the  opening  of  Par- 
liament. Expresses  his  regret  over  the  withdrawal 
of  Mr.  Mason  from  London  as  Confederate  States 
commissioner.  It  now  seems  certain  Great  Britain 
wjj}  not  flght  'or  s<*leswig-Holstein,  and  France 
will  not  intervene  as  her  policy  is  nonintervention. 
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J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  Slidel]  to  State  Department. 


II.  Hotze  to  State  Department. 


J.  Slidellto  State  Department.. 


I.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. . 


State  Department  to  H.  Hotze. 


State  Department  to  3.  P.  Hoi- 
combe. 


Stale    Department    to    N.    S. 
Walter. 


S.  Barron  to  J.  Slidell. 


J.    Slidell    to    if.    Dronyn   de 
Lhuys. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  P.  Holcombe  to  State  De- 
partment. 


1864. 
Feb.     8 
(No.  2.) 


Feb.  10 
(No.  55.) 


Feb.  13 
(No.  37.) 


Feb.  16 
(No.  56.) 


Feb.  18 
(No.  3.) 


Feb.  18 
(No.  4.) 


Feb.  19 
(No.  30.) 


Feb.  24 
(No.  14.) 


Feb.  24 
(No.  2.) 


Feb.  25 


.do. 


Feb.  26 


Feb.  29 
(No.  79.) 

Feb.  29 


Reports  that  Parliament  met  on  Feb.  4  and  made  no 
mention  of  American  afi'airs,  which  he  thinks  was 
due  to  the  complications  in  Germany  and  other 
European  affairs.  Expects  to  go  to  England  in  a 
few  davs.  Difficult  to  account  for  the  delay  in  the 
execution  of  the  Confederate  seal,  and  hopes  to  send 
it  soon. 

Reports  that  Commodore  Barron  informed  him  that 
the  Florida,  Georgia,  and  Rappahannock  are  now 
ready  lor  sea  and  will  sail  immediately.  Great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  engineers  for 
the  two  latter  vessels  on  account  of  rigid  surveillance 
by  Federal  spies  and  English  detectives. 

Reports  British  resentment  at  the  pitiable  trifling 
with  the  national  honor  by  their  present  ministry, 
with  details  of  its  inaction  on  important  problems. 
Transmits  copy  of  a  letter  to  M.  Aucaigne,  also  a 
letter  to  Lieutenant  Capston. 

Reports  the  arrangements  made  for  the  building  of 
ships  in  France  and  the  extrication  of  2  in 
England  in  the  course  of  construction ,  have  been 
seriously  interfered  with  by  the  abstraction  of  cer- 
tain papers  from  our  correspondence,  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Washington  Government.  Dis- 
cusses the  sailing  of  the  ironclads  and  corvettes  from 
France,  and  gives  details  concerning  same. 

Reports  his  arrival  in  London  on  Feb.  13.  Hears  the 
C.  S.  S.  Tuscaloosa  has  been  seized  by  the  British 
Government  at  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  has  protested, 
but  no  reasons  have  been  given  as  yet  for  her  seizure. 
Sends  dispatches  by  Commander  Maury  giving  full 
information  in  regard  to  the  total  failure  of  elTorts 
to  get  out  ships  either  from  France  or  England. 

Gives  the  reasons  of  the  imperfect  copy  of  Hansard 
furnished,  and  will  have  same  remedied  and  sent 
shortly  by  Bermuda  steamer.  States  the  seal  will 
yet  require  6  weeks  or  2  months  to  finish  and  will 
cost  80  guineas,  half  of  which  he  demands  before 
commencing  work  on  same.  Asks  instructions  as  to 
sending  seal  without  risk  to  the  Confederacy. 

Announces  no  mail  received  for  a  long  time,  due  he 
supposes  to  being  lost  in  an  attempt  to  run  the 
blockade.  Comments  severely  on  the  ill-advised 
course  of  Earl  Russell  in  forcing  our  Government 
to  suspend  intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 

Announces  that  he  sends  £2,000  for  secret  service, 
which  he  will  please  acknowledge.  Gives  informa- 
tion of  recent  legislation,  concerning  much  the 
greater  part  of  cotton  which  will  leave  the  Confed- 
eracv,  will  bo  for  account  of  the  Government. 

Gives  "instructions  concerning  officers  and  men  who 
were  in  prison  and  escaped  to  Canada,  to  furnish 
passage  via  Halifax  to  Bermuda,  where  Major  Walker 
will  secure  their  passage  home,  and  sends  825,000 
to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Announces  the  President  will  send  J.  1'.  Holcombe  as 
special  commissioner  to  Halifax  in  relation  to  the 
capture  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake  and  detention  of 
crew  of  that  vessel. 

Transmits  letters  from  Lieutenant  Campbell,  com- 
manding C.  S.  S.  Rappahannock,  and  other  officers 
attached  to  and  connected  with  that  vessel.  States 
her  entrance  into  Calais  was  purely  the  result  of  an 
accident  to  her  machinery  at  sea  and  will  leave  there 
shortly. 

States  the  reasons  for  the  noncompliance  of  orders  by 
the  C.  S.  S.  Rappahannock,  concerning  the  depar- 
ture of  that  vessel  from  Calais,  and  hopes  the  ship 
will  not  be  detained  .there  indefinitely  because  of 
the  gross  negligence  of  her  commander  in  not  having 
sufficient  coal  on  board  to  go  to  sea. 

Reports  the  Archduke  Maximilian  is  at  Brussels  and 
will  leave  for  Paris  in  a  few  davs  to  confer  with  the 
Emperor.  Hears  he  has  not  yet  definitely  accepted 
the  throne  of  Mexico.  , 

Reports  that  he  has  learned  that  the  admiralty  court 
has  disposed  of  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  by  order- 
ing a  restoration  of  the  ship  and  cargo  to  the  original 
owners  on  payment  of  the  cost  in  court.  \\  ill  report 
further  on  arrival  at  Halifax. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 


State    Department   to    P.    H. 
Aylett. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department . . 


W.  S.  Lindsay  to  minister  of 
foreign  affairs. 


1864. 
Mar.    2 


Mar.    5 
(No.  57.) 


Mar.    7 


Minister  of  foreign  affairs   to  Mar.  11 

\\\  S.  Lindsay. 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart-  Mar.  11 

ment.  '  (No.  SO.) 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell..    Mar.  11 
|  (No.  3).) 


II.  Hotze  to  State  Department . 


J.  Slidell  to  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 


J.  Slidell  to  M.  Mocquard. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Mar.  12 
(No.  3S.) 


Mar.  14 


Mar.  IS 


Mar.  16 
(No.  5.) 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department..    Mar.  16 
(No.  53.) 


J.  M.  Mason  to  Slate  Depart- 
ment. 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


11.  Hotze  to  State  Department. 


Mar.  lfi 
(No.  0.) 

Mar.  17 


Mar.  IS 
(No.  SI.) 


Mar.  19 
(No.  39.) 


Announces  that  Messrs.  Chafee,  St.  Amand  &  Croft, 
of  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  can  prove  the  residence  for  many 
years  in  Charleston  of  Captain  Locke,  under  whose 
orders  the  expedition  for  the  capture  of  the  Chesa- 
peake was  undertaken . 

Reports  that  particulars  as  to  forwardness  of  vessels 
building  in  England  have  tieen  sent  in  dispatch 
carried  by  Lieutenant  Maury  to  Bermuda.  Gives 
details  of  an  interview  with  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 
who  expressed  sympathy  for  our  cause  and  regretted 
the  Emperor  had  been  unable  to  take  any  decided 
action  in  our  favor. 

Requests  his  letter  be  placed  in  the  official  files,  as  it 
gives  in  detail  his  interview  with  the  Emperor,  and 
distinctly  denies  a  statement  of  Mr.  Dayton's  which 
impugns  his  honor  and  veracity,  which  statement 
ne  would  like  to  have  corrected,  as  it  is  in  conflict 
with  the  facts. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  Mr.  Lindsay's  letter,  which 
he  will  preserve  for  future  reference. 

Reports  that  the  imperial  crown  of  Mexico  has  at  last 
been  accepted,  and  that  the  Emperor  has  enjoined 
upon  Maximilian  to  hold  no  ollicial  relations  with 
the  Confederate  States  commissioner. 

Encloses  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  to  a  forgery  extensively  circulated 
by  the  European  press,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of 
an  omcialreportaudresscd  to  T.  S.  Bahcock,  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  gives  his  opinion  thereon. 

Reports  an  outline  of  his  plan  for  influencing  the 
French  press  favorably  toward  the  recognition  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  will  make  a  visit  to  Paris 
the  end  of  March  to  consult  with  Mr.  Slidell,  under 
whose  advice  and  orders  he  will  place  himself. 

Requests  information  of  the  precise  nature  of  the 
offense  with  which  the  commander  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock stands  charged  which  would  authorize  the 
detention  of  his  vessel  at  Calais. 

Memorandum  which  Mr.  Slidell  respectfully  wishes 
M.  Mocquard  will  present  to  the  Emperor  of  France, 
concerning  the  detention  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Rappahan- 
nock at  Calais. 

Reports  present  conditions  in  Europe  are  disturbed 
and  unsettled.  Fears  the  new  Emperor  of  Mexico 
will  be  little  disposed  to  enter  into  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  us,  as  he  is  controlled  by  France.  States 
that  Earl  Russell  announced  in  tlie  House  of  Lords 
that  the  C.  S.  S.  Tuscaloosa  at  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
should  he  released,  but  gave  no  reason  for  her  seizure. 
That  ship  is  now  there  in  statu  quo.  States  Inactiv- 
ities concerning  the  false  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  which  Mr.  Adams  sent  to  Karl  Russell. 

Reports  a  visit  of  a  week  in  Paris  of  the  Archduke 
Maximilian,  during  which  time  he  made  no  answer 
to  a  request  for  an  audience  with  himself.  Hears 
he  has  no  cause  for  complaint,  as  the  applications 
for  audiences  were  so  numerous  the  Archduke  stated 
it  was  impossible  to  answer  them.  States  the  Mexi- 
can expedition  is  unpopular  among  all  classes  and 
parties  in  France. 

Requests  to  have  an  error  corrected  at  the  Treasurv 
Department  relating  to  monevs  received  on  account 
of  salary  on  draft  of  July  15,  1S62. 

Transmits  an  open  letter  for  the  governor  of  Virginia, 
which  he  would  like  to  have  Mr.  Benjamin  read 
and  then  forward,  with  his  approval  of  the  statue. 

Reports  the  arrival  of  Archduke  Maximilian  in  Brus- 
sels March  16.  Expecis  to  leave  for  Mexico  about 
May  1.  Has  not  attempted  to  have  an  interview 
with  him.  It  is  rumored  that  an  armistice  lias  been 
agreed  to  by  the  European  belligerents.  If  so,  the 
differences  will  be  adjusted  through  diplomatic 
channels. 

Reports.and  comments  on  the  debates  in  Parliament 
which  show  the  Government  weak  beyond  anything 
known  in  Parliamentary  warfare:  that  within  a  sin- 
gly week  the  ministry  has  sustained  two  disasters 
,'rom  i  ts  opponents.  Will  send  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished by  Laird  &  Co.  giving  correspondence  between 
them  and  the  foreign  office  on  the  Mersey  rams. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidcll. 
Do 


Do. 


J.  P.  Ilolcombc  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  Slidellto  State  Department. 


A.  P.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
Ment. 


J.  S.  Begbie  to  J.  Slidcll. . .  .*.'. . . 
C.  J.  llclm  to  State  Department 


18G4. 
Mar.  22 
(No.  S2.) 

Mar.  24 
(No  33.) 


Mar.   26 
(No.  34.) 

Apr.     1 


Apr.     4 
(No.  83.) 


Apr.     7 
(No.  59.) 


A.  I).  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

II.  llotze  to  State  Department. 


Do. 


Apr.     8 
(No.  84.) 


Apr.  12 
(No.  7.) 


Apr.   13 


Apr.   14 
(No.  28.) 


Apr.   15 

(No.  85.) 

Apr.   16 
(No.  40.) 


Apr.  16 
(No.  41.) 


Subject. 


Page. 


Announces  a  raid  of  the  enemy's  Cavalry  on  Richmond 
which  was  unsuccessful,  and  will  send  Richmond 
papers  giving  accounts  of  same. 

Gives  special  and  detailed  instructions  about  his  ac- 
counts for  salary  and  contingent  expenses.  An- 
nounces congressional  legislation  is  attended  with 
happiest  effects  and  that  the  Army  is  in  the  highest 
spirits  and  the  people  confident,  full  of  hope  and 
determination. 

Announces  receipt  of  copies  of  infamous  papers  found 
on  the  body  of  Colonel  Dahlgren  from  Bureau  of  En- 
gineers, which  he  will  forward  shortly. 

Reports  his  arrival  at  Halifax  on  Mar.  23,  and 
learned  that  the  prisoners  whose  delivery  had 
been  demanded  by  the  t'nited  States  under  the  ex- 
tradition treaty  had  been  released  by  the  judicial 
authorities  of  New  Brunswick  upon  habeas  corpus. 
Gives  details  concerning  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 

Reports  that  Great  Britain  imd  France  stillhesitatc  to 
acknowledge  our  independence,  as  one  is  afraid  and 
the  other  dares  not.  The  differences  a  re  said  to  have 
been  adjusted  between  Maximilian  and  his  brother 
Francis  Joseph,  and  the  former  expects  to  sail  for 
Mexico  on  Apr.  12.  Belgium  is  still  without  a  gov- 
ernment, and  a  cabinet  list  is  to  be  presented  to  the 
King  next  week  for  his  acceptance. 

Reports  that  Mr.  B.  A  vegno  is  in  Paris,  as  he  found  his 
services  not  needed  at  Vera  Cruz;  willrctum  soon  to 
the  Confederacy  and  give  an  account  of  his  steward- 
ship in  person.  The  Georgia  has  arrived  at  Bor- 
deaux, and  requires  repairs.  Mr.  HoUc  is  here  on  a 
short  visit.  Hears  of  prodigal  expenditure  of  the 
Federal  agents  here  in  corrupting  the  press.  Is 
pleased  to  learn  that  hereafter  the  shipment  of  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  naval  stores  is  to  be  made  under 
the  exclusive  control  of  the  Government.  Accord- 
ing to  the  latest  news  the  Archduke  Maximilian  will 
leave  next  Sunday  for  Mexico. 

Reports  that  a  conference  is  shortly  to  be  held  in  Lon- 
don for  a  settlement  of  the  Holstein  and  Schleswig 
question,  the  outcome  of  which  is  awaited  with  deep 
interest.  Gives  information  of  the  general  situation 
of  European  affairs. 

Announces  his  return  to  Paris  from  London  and  has 
heard  nothing  more  in  regard  to  the  Tuscaloosa; 
thinks  sho  is  still  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Sends 
details  of  3  men  arrested  at  Liverpool  at  the  instance 
of  the  United  States  consul  who  claimed  to  beCon- 
federate  citizens  who  were  on  steamer  J.  L.  Gcr- 
rlty.  Will  defray  their  expenses  for  defense  by 
Liverpool  solicitors,  which  he  hopes  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  department. 

Makes  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  pilots  and  the  rules 
and  regulations  adopted  by  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, and  gives  opinion  concerning  same  which  he 
thinks  accounts  for  the  scarcity  of  pilots. 

Acknowledges  letter  of  Feb.  11,  and  reports  that  the 
dispatch  of  J.  T.  Crawford  directed  to  yon  was  sent 
to  Charleston  bv  the  gunboat  Petrel,  but  she  was  or- 
dered off  by  the  Federal  naval  commander:  she  then 
sailed  for  Bermuda  to  report  to  the  admiral  of  the 
British  Navy. 

Announces  that  Maximilian  has  at  last  been  formally 
proclaimed  Emperor  of  Mexico  by  the  deputation 
from  that  country. 

Reports  the  Palmerslon  government  has  utilized  the 
Easter  holidays  to  throw  overboard  all  dangerous  en- 
cumbrances and  to  collect  reinforcements;  gives  de- 
tails of  the  present  political  situation  in  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  has 
been  dismissed  and  the  ship  restored  to  the  owners. 
Captain  Lalor  has  proceeded  to  Ireland.  The  funds 
for  Irish  agentsalmost  exhausted  and  therefore  sug- 
gests a  special  appropriation  for  the  same- 
Reports  a  brief  sketch  of  his  plans  for  influencing  the 
French  press  in  relation  to  recognizing  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Confederacy.  Is  planning  to  leave  Lon- 
don for  a  visit  to  Paris  of  several  weeks,  and  needs 
£1,000  to  carry  out  his  projects. 
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State  Department  to  J.  Slidell . 


State  Department  to  J.  M.  Ma- 
son. 


State  Department  to  J.  P.  Hol- 
combe. 


State  Department  to  H.  Hotze . 


State  Department  to  I.  M.  Ma- 
son. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


J.  P.  Holcombe  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


J.  Thompson  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


J.  Thompson  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 
J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. 


1S64. 
Apr.  16 
(No.  35.) 


Apr.  18 
(No.  35.) 


Apr.  20 


Apr.  22 
(No.  IS.) 


Apr.  22 


Apr.  23 
(No.  36.) 


Apr.  26 


.do.. 


-do- 


Apr.  28 

(No.  4.) 


Apr.  29 


Apr.  30 


Apr. 
(No. 


37.) 


May     2 

May     2 

(No.  60.) 


Announces  the  Confederate  States  Government  is  op- 
posed to  selling  any  vessels  building  abroad,  and 
hopes  Mr.  Mollory's  instructions  concerning  same 
will  arrive  in  time  to  prevent  their  sale.  Sends  £500 
for  secret-service  fund,  for  which  no  account  need  be 
rendered  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Sends  £500  for  the  secret-sen-ice  fund  with  instructions 
concerning  same.  The  President  directs  that  he  will 
leave  the  matter  of  your  visiting  London  to  your  dis- 
cretion. Gives  instructions  as  to  forwarding  the  Con- 
federate seal,  which  willinsure  its  safe  transit  across 
the  ocean. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatch  of  1st  instant,  and 
gives  instructions  concerning  the  case  of  the  steamer 
Chesapeake,  for  future  guidance.  Commends  his  ef- 
forts in  handling  the  affair  with  so  much  discretion, 
which  has  met  with  the  President's  approval. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  several  letters.  Commends 
Rev.  Dr.  O'Bannon's  services  in  Ireland,  whom  he 
wishes  provided  with  funds  for  his  labors.  Lieuten- 
ant Capston  can  return  to  Richmond  for  duty  there, 
his  services  not  being  needed  in  Ireland  now.  Com- 
ments on  the  present  state  of  political  affairs  in  Eng- 
land. 

Acknowledges  letter  concerning  a  statue  of  Gen.  T.  J. 
Jackson,  to  be  erected  by  a  number  of  Englishmen 
in  our  country  and  expresses  confidence  that  our 
people  will  be  deeply  grateful  therefor. 

Comments  on  the  refusal  of  Maximilian  to  have  a  con- 
ference with  Mr.  Slidell  in  Paris  during  his  visit 
there.  Awaits  with  much  solicitude  the  answer  of 
the  French  Government  in  relation  to  the  Confeder- 
ate States  steamer  Rappahannock. 

Writes  unofficially  that  the  sentiment  in  Halifax  is 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  Confederate  States  and  that 
Acting  Governor-General  Doyle  highly  praises  our 
Army.  Thinks  Archbishop  Connelly  deserves  a 
letter  of  commendation  from  the  President  for  the 
decided  stand  he  has  taken  in  our  favor. 

Reports  nothing  has  transpired  since  his  last  dispatch 
to  alter  his  conviction  of  the  impolicy  of  any  inter- 
vention by  the  Confederacy  in  the  affair  of  the  Ches- 
apeake. Expects  to  remain  in  Halifax  until  the 
next  boat  to  Bermuda  returns. 

Reports  his  plans  for  collecting  soldiers  who  are  dis- 
persed through  the  Province  and  of  having  them  go 
to  Halifax  for  transportation  there  to  the  Confeder- 
acy. Not  now  possible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  num- 
ber who  may  wish  to  return  home.  Will  send  later 
details  by  next  steamer. 

Reports  the  cold  season  makes  it  impracticable  to  for- 
ward the  arrangements  for  returning  home  our  es- 
caped prisoners.  Asks  for  instructions  as  to  sending 
them  directly  to  Bermuda  from  Quebec . 

Announces  arrival  at  Wilmington,  and  that  6.000  bales 
of  cotton  were  bumed,  which  will  delay  all  boats  un- 
til Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Gives  information  of  J.  Thompson  and  C.  C.  Clay  being 
sent  to  Canada  on  secret  service.  Hears  Rappahan- 
nock is  still  at  Calais,  guarded  by  a  French  man-of- 
war.  French  vessels  were  forced  to  leave  citv  1  'oint 
by  General  Butler  with  only  100  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
leaving  some  7,000  belonging  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  letter  with  enclosures,  last 
night,  delivered  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Reports  has  not  received  anv  dispatches  since  Apr.  7, 
and  comments  on  the  forged  report  ol  Secretary  Mal- 
lory,  seen  in  a  New  York  paper,  and  gives  reasons 
why  the  British  Government  accepted  same.  Has 
made  an  advantageous  contract  with  J.  S.  Begbie  for 
the  transportation  of  Government  stores  from  the 
islands  to  the  Confederacy.  The  Emperor  of  Mexico 
is  on  his  way  to  his  new  dominions,  and  after  his 
arrival  there  will  ignore  the  Confederacy  and  not  es- 
tablish relations  with  it.  Two  ironclad  ships  build- 
ing at  Bordeaux  have  been  sold  to  the  Swedish  Gov- 
ernment. Transmits  a  letter  from  Commander 
Fauntleroy  to  the  commissaire  de  la  marine  concern- 
ing the  Rappahannock. 
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J.  Thompson  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 
T.  E.  Hogg  to  State  Department 

J.  Thompson  and  C.  Clay,  jr., 

to  State  Department. 
State  Department  to  H.  Hotze.. 


J.  Slidell  to  State  Department. . 


H.  Hotze  to  State  Department.. 


J.  Thompson  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

J.  Slidell  to  State  Department.. 


Do.. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  1 '.  Holcombe  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidell. 


Do. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.SUdell  to  State  Department. 


II.  Hotze  to  State  Department. 


1864. 

May    2 

May    3 

May     3 

May    5 
(No.  19.) 

May    5 
(No.  61.) 


May     7 
(No.  42.) 


May  10 
May   12 


May  21 
(No.  62.) 


May  25 
(No.  91.) 


May  27 
(No.  5.) 


May  31 
(No.  38.) 


June     1 
(No.  39). 

June    1 
(No.  8.) 


Jnne    2 
(No.  63.) 


June    3 
(No.  43.) 


Reports  the  Thistle  expects  to  sail  to-day  at  1  o'clock 
and  expects  to  reach  Canada  May  20. 

Reports  in  detail  the  affair  of  the  schooner  Joseph  L. 
Gerrity. 

Thinks  copies  of  the  President's  message  would  serve 
their  purpose.    Can  not  go  until  Thursday. 

Gives  instructions  in  regard  to  3  men  imprisoned  in 
England  for  participation  in  the  schooner  Gerrity 
affair,  with  details  concerning  same. 

Reports  he  will  not  fail  to  give  all  possible  publicity  to 
the  paperefound  on  Lieutenant  Dahlgren'sbody,and 
that  Mr.  Hotze  has  made  arrangements  for  their  re- 
production in  the  London  Autographic  Mirror:  that 
the  Rappahannock  is  still  held  at  Calais,  and  the 
French  Government  has  delayed  any  action  about 
releasing  her;  £35,000  of  the  Erlanger  cotton-loan 
bonds  have  been  presented  and  canceled,  making 
£21 1,300-  to  date. 

Acknowledges  letter  of  Mar.  30,  enclosing  Mr.  Mallorv's 
letter  to  Sir  R.  Palmer,  which  was  forwarded  to  him 
by  registered  mail.  Sir  R.  Palmer  politely  acknowl- 
edged its  receipt.  Reports  details  of  His  various 
activities. 

Reports  safe  arrival  at  St.  George's,  Bermuda  Islands, 
May  10,  and  learns  the  steamer  for  Halifax  will  not 
leave  until  May  16. 

Reports  an  interview  with  President  of  French  Sen- 
ate on  the  subject  of  the  Rappahannock,  who  re- 
ceived him  cordially,  and  will  return  papers  submit- 
ted to  him  next  Saturday. 

Reports  further  details  of  the  Rappahannock  affair, 
which  is  still  undecided  by  the  $  rench  minister  of 
foreign  affairs.  Sends  report  of  a  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ships  said  to  be  building  for  tho  Confederacy 
in  French  ports.  The  British  Government  has 
bought  the  two  rams  from  Bravay  &  Co.  on  terms 
which  will  reimburse  them  their  outlay  and  interest. 
Rumors  of  cabinet  change  in  France  and  that  M. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  will  not  long  continue  to  direct 
foreign  affairs.  Transmits  extracts  of  a  dispatch  of 
Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward,  of  Oct.  21, 1S63. 

Reports  that  there  is  a  rapidly  growing  impression  in 
Europe  that  the  use  of  gunpowder  will  be  superseded 
by  the  discovery  of  guncotton,  and  transmits  state- 
ments on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Scott  Russell. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatch  of  Apr.  20,  and  will 
do  all  that  is  possible  in  the  way  of  sending  home 
such  of  our  escaped  prisoners  asmay  be  willing  to 
return.    There  are  now  12  in  Halifax. 

Transmits  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  exporta- 
tion to  France  of  the  tobacco  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  stored  in  ware- 
houses in  our  ports. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  last  letter  and  gives  the  infor- 
mation that  the  military  situation  is  grave  and  of 
intense  interest. 

Reports  the  3  men  in  custody  from  the  schooner  Ger- 
rity were  discharged  on  habeas  corpus  by  the  court 
of  the  Queen's  bench  on  May  25;  will  send  papers 
concerning  same  later.  Will  defray  bill  of  costs  out 
of  contingent  fund, and  hopes  for  the  Department's 
approval  of  same.  That  Mr.  Lindsay  desired  him 
to  come  to  London  and  have  an  interview  with  Lord 
Palmerston,  which  Mr.  L.  had  arranged;  but  Mr. 
Mason  gave  him  his  reasons  for  not  being  willing  to 
see  Lord  Palmerston,  in  declining  the  invitation. 

Reports  the  2  corvettes  at  Bordeaux  have  been  sold  to 
the  Prussian  Government,  which  has  also  purchased 
the  second  ram  building  at  that  place.  Feels  satisfied 
that  no  further  attempts  should  be  made  at  present 
to  fit  out  ships  of  war  in  Europe,  as  we  cannot  get 
them  to  sea.  Gives  an  account  of  his  activities  on 
important  matters  and  transmits  a  memorandum  on 
the  subject  of  the  shipment  of  the  tobacco  of  the 
Regie  from  Richmond. 

Reports  his  arrival  in  Paris  to  try  to  influence  the 
French  press  in  favor  of  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  gives  details  of  his  efforts  in 
that  direction. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 


I 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  l>epart- 
incnt. 


Do. 


H.  Ffotzeto  State  Department.. 


1804. 
Juno    9 
(No.  9.) 


June    9 
(No.  9.) 


June  1" 
(No.  44.) 


J.  SIMell  to  State  Department..'  June  11 
(No.  01.) 


J.  P.  Nolcombe  to  State  Depart-    June  16 
ment.  (No.  6.) 


State  Department  to  Navy  De-    June  IS 
partmcut. 


State  Department  to  J.  Wilkin-    June  21 
son.  i 


State    Department    to    J.    M. 
Mason. 


June  22 
(No.  3ii.) 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Department  June  22 
(No.  94.) 


State  Department  to  J.  Slidcll.. 


T.  Sildell  to  State  Department. 


June  23 
(No.  40.) 


June  30 
(No.  05.) 


Reports  a  long  conversation  with  Mr.  Lindsay  since 
his  arrival  in  London  and  gives  details  of  the  same. 
Will  remain  in  London  as  long  as  he  can  be  useful 
there,  where  he  lias  been  very  kindly  and  warmly 
received  by  our  friends. 

Acknowledges  letter  of  April  18th  containing  a  draft  of 
£500  for  the  secret-service  fund,  for  the  expenditure 
of  which  he  will  account  to  the  State  Department  as 
per  instructions.  Has  heard  lately  that  the  Confed- 
erate seal  will  be  ready  within  a  fortnight,  and  will 
look  for  a  trusty  person  to  carry  it  across  the  sea  to 
the  Confederate  States. 

Reports  that  he  is  stil  1  in  Paris  and  has  received  I  etters 
and  enclosures.  Mr.  Mason  having  terminated  the 
Gerrity  affair  satisfactorily,  his  services  will  not  be 
needed  in  that  case,  unless  so  desired  by  Mr.  Mason. 
The  work  in  the  French  papers  continues  satisfactory. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  several  letters  and  gives  an 
account  of  his  efforts  in  the  Rappahannock  affair, 
transmitting  a  letter  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 

■  concerning  same.  Regrets  the  sale  of  ships  at  Bor- 
deaux, the  order  for  which  was  given  by  Captain 
Bulloch  after  a  consultation  with  Messrs.  Mason, 
McRae,  Commodore  Barron,  and  myself.  Reports 
arrival  of  the  Alabama  at  Cherbourg 'on  June  11. 

Reports  some  10  or  12inen  havebeensent  on  to  take  the 
boat  for  Bermuda,  whichleavcs  next  week.  I'rom  In- 
formation received,  very  few  remain  who  are  willing 
to  return  at  once  to  the  discharge  of  thcirduty.  Pro- 
poses to  leave  $5,000  in  the  hands  of  B.  Weir  &  Co.  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  escaped  prisoners  In  Canada, 
who  may  wish  to  return  home  later  on.  • 

Inquires  whether  Navy  Department  is  in  possession  of 
official  reports  touching  conduct  of  British  Govern- 
ment in  the  capture  of  the  Tuscaloosa;  if  so,  would 
like  to  have  copies  of  same  furnished  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

Transmits  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  touching  the  pilots  cmploved  in  the 
port  of  Wilmington,  and  by  the  instructions  of  the 
President,  would  like  Captain  Wilkinson  to  give 


suchjnformation  on  the  subject  as  ho  can,  to  enabl 

.jtnec 
In  the  letter. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  respond  to  the  complaints  contained  i 


Expresses  indignation  concerning  the  treatment  o/  the 
Tuscaloosa  by  the  British  Government.  Commends 
his  action  in  the  case  of  the  three  men  from  the 
schooner  Gerrity  and  comments  on  the  additional 
forgery  by  the  United  States  Government  of  a  pre- 
tended note  from  a  New  York  agent  to  me,  as  con- 
tained in  the  British  Blue  Book  of  the  Chesapeake 
case.  Acknowledges  receipt  of  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Lindsay  and  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuvs. 

Reports  with  great  sadness  of  the  destruction  of  the 
C.  S.  S.  Alabama,  by  the  Kearsarge,  which  is  a  great 
loss  to  the  Confederate  States  Navv,  and  comments 
on  the  same,  which  he  hopes  will  not  retard  our  reali- 
zation of  independence  and  peace. 

Announces  that  the  President  feels  deeply  indignant 
at  the  evasions  and  injustice  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  C,  S.  S.  Rappahannock. 
States  the  game  played  by  the  United  States  cabinet 
with  the  French  Government  in  relation  to  Mexicois 
so  transparent  that  the  inference  to  be  drawn  is,  that 
the  latter  desires  to  be  deceived.  Hears  the  United 
States  is  perfectly  unanimous  in  the  determination 
to  overthrow  the  schemes  of  the  French  Government 
in  Mexico,  and  to  resist  the  occupation  of  the  throne 
by  Maximilian. 

Reports  of  his  visit  to  Fontaineblcau,  where  he  met  M. 
Mocquard,  M.  De  Persigny,  and  Prince  Murat,  and 
informed  them  of  affairs  near  Cherbourg,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  repairs  of  the  Alabama  could  be  more 
conveniently  made  at  Havre  or  Bordeaux.  Subse- 
quently Prince  Murit  announced  the  loss  of  the 
Alabama,  which  had  been  sunk  by  the  Kearsarge 
and  expressed  his  regret  and  that  of  the  Emperor 
over  the  same.  Gives  details  of  an  interview  with 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  concerning  an  early 
decision  in  the  case  of  the  Rappahannock 
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A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Department 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
State  Department. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


John   SUdell,  Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department  to  James  M. 
Mason. 


State    Department    to    John 
SUdell,  Paris. 


1864. 
June  30 
(No.  95.) 

July     4 
(No.  45.) 


July     6 
(No.  10.) 


July     7 
(No.  97.) 


Julv     8 
(No.  11.) 


July  11 
(No.  67.) 


July  12 
(No.  37.) 


July   12 
(No.  41.) 


Transmits  a  copy  ol  a  note  to  M.  Rogier  calling  liis 
attention  to  the  manner  of  the  Lincoln  Government 
in  obtaining  recruits  for  their  armies  abroad. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  remittance  of  £2,000  on 
account  of  secret-service  expenditures.  Has  been  in 
Paris  until  a  few  days  ago.  Refers  to  great  excite- 
ment and  beneficial  impression  made  upon  French 
people  by  gallant  end  of  the  Alabama.  Event  of 
interest  in  England  is  parliamentary  battle  which 
begins  this  evening.  Discusses  political  situation 
in  England. 

Transmits  through  Lieutenant  Chapman,  C.  S.  Navy, 
seal  of  Confederate  States  completed,  and  ships, 
through  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  iron  press  and  full 
supply  of  wax,  etc.,  for  use  of  seal.  Encloses  dupli- 
cate of  bill  for  same.  Kefers  to  paj'ment  of  freight 
on  above. 

Encloses  letter  of  July  4, 1864,  to  his  Excellency  Ch. 
Rogier  in  which  is  transmitted  an  advertisement 
from  L'Etoile  Beige  for  "healthy  unmarried  men, 
21-40  years  of  age,  to  emigrate  to  United  States." 
Describes  methods  used  to  induce  Hermans  and 
Belgians  to  emigrate  to  America.  Federal  frigate 
Niagara  left  Antwerp  hastily  on  July  2.  Mentions 
failure  of  Bishop  Fitzpatrick,  sent  by  Lincoln  Gov- 
ernment to  this  country,  to  enlist  sympathy  of 
country  on  side  of  Abolitionists,  and  refusal  of  broker 
here  to  purchase  greenbacks  from  him  at  higher  rate 
than  2  francs  on  the  dollar. 

Mentions  debate  stillcontinuing  in  House  of  Commons; 
cheering  accounts  of  Confederates'  success  in  Georgia 
and  Virginia;  hopes  that  favorable  movement  in 
regard  to  South  can  be  forced  from  ministry  through 
Danish  movements.  Has  not  seen  Lord  l'alinerston 
yet.  Refers  to  strange  termination  of  engagements 
made  in  France  in  regard  to  Confederates  State  naval 
affairs.  Full  report  of  same  willbernade  by  Captain 
Bulloch  to  Navy  Department.  Mentions  loss  of 
Alabama  and  states  that  Captain  Semmes'  official 
report  will  be  published  in  London  by  J.  M.  Mason 
as  most  speedy  way  ol  getting  it  to  Confederate  States 
Government  by  republication  in  North;  marked 
manner  in  which  Captain  Semmes  was  received  in 
London  and  measures  taken  by  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  navy  to  present  him  a  sword.  Expresses 
gratitude  to  gallant  Confederate  States  armies  and 
refers  to  fame  in  Europe  of  Lee,  Beauregard,  and 
Johnston. 

Quotes  from  autograph  letter  of  Emperor  enclosed  in 
letter  from  Mr.  l'ersigny:  "My  dear  i'ersigny.Ihave 
given  orders  for  Rappahannock  to  leave  the  French 
port  but  American  minister  must  not  know  it. 
*  *  *  Napoleon."  Minister  of  foreign  affairs 
stated  July  8  that  "no  decision  has  been  taken  on 
the  subject  of  the  Rappahannock."  Minister  of  ma- 
rine has  no  order  concerning  above.  He  is  favorable 
to  cause  of  Confederate  States  as  has  been  shown  in 
difficulties  regarding  cases  against  the  Rappa- 
hannock. Has  written  to  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
reminding  of  his  promise  to  decide  promptly  affair  of 
Rappahannock.    Encloses  same. 

Requests  certain  publications  and  acknowledges 
others.  Dispatches  have  been  sent  for  several 
months  past  under  cover  to  Mr.  Hotze  and  his  over- 
sight causing  delay  of  delivery  should  be  called  to  his 
attention.  President  approves  course  pursued  in 
matter  of  proposed  interview  with  Lord  Palmerston. 
In  relation  to  presence  in  London  as  private  gentle- 
man for  conference  with  Mr.  Lindsay  and  others  who 
are  friendly  to  cause,  instructions  are,  to  use  own 
discretion.  Learns  of  renewal  of  hostilities  in  Den- 
mark and  doubts  if  England  will  bo  able  to  avoid  a 
war. 

No  news  of  Rappahannock  having  loft  port.  A  vessel 
saidtohavesailedfrom  Bordeaux  to  China.  Impres- 
sion created  by  news  of  loss  of  Alabama  is  unfavor- 
able to  discretion  of  Captain  Semmes.  Owing  to 
state  of  finances  and  dissensions  among  Northern 
people  they  can  not  carry  on  war  many  months 
longer.  Regrets  General  Johnston's  steady  retreat 
and  probable  abandonment  of  Atlanta  without  a 
battle.    Hopes  for  better  things  under  a  new  leader. 


1157 
1162 


1103 


1165 


1168 


1169 


1171 


1172 


170429°— 22— vol  3- 


82 


LIST  OF  PAPERS. 


State  Department  correspondence  with  diplomatic  agents,  etc.  (1864) — Oontfl. 


J.    M.    Mason,    Middlesex,   to 
State  Department. 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
ttate  Department. 


;      1SG4. 
July  14 


Henry   Hot?e,  Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


July  1G 
(No.  98.) 


July  22 
(No.  99.) 


July  29 
(No.  47.) 


A.  D.  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


John    Slidell,   Paris,   to   State 
Department. 


Julv   30 
(No.'  100.) 


Aug.     1 
(No.  63.) 


J.  if.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Aug.     4 
(No.  12.) 


Aug.    6 
(No.  48.) 


*Not  found 


Keports  interview  with  Lord  Palmerston  on  duration 
of  the  war.    Presidential  election  in  North  and  its 
influence  on  war  and  if  interposition  by  European 
powers  had  better  be  delayed  for  crisis  of  war. 
P.eports  that  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  intelligent 
circles  in  relation  to  the  desperate  situation  of  the 
enemy  from  the  character  of  the  emigrants  passing 
through  Antwerp  on  their  way  to  New  York.    The 
ports  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen  being  blockaded,  the 
Germans  have  had  to  pass  through  Antwerp  to  join 
the  Northern  armies. 
Believes  King  Leopold  was  influenced  in  absenting 
himself  from  Brusselsonday  ofcelebration  of  thirty- 
third  anniversary  of  his  reign  by  efforts  of  Lincoln 
legation  to  obtain  from  him  on  that  day  a  manifesta- 
tion favorable  to  Federalcruise.    King  will  probably 
takeupcaseof  America wiih  French  Emperorduring 
his  stay  at  Vichy.    Expects  nothing  from  the  Em- 
peror on  account  covenant  with  Lincoln  Government 
that  Monroe  Doctrine  shall  continue  obsolete  as  f.ir  as 
Mexico  is  concerned.    It  is  reported  that  object  of 
meeting  of  Emperor  and  King  at  Vichy  was  to  nego- 
tiate marriage  between   Count,   of    Flanders   and 
Princess  Anna  Murat.    Ministry  of  Belgium  had  to 
decide  upon  dissolution  of  popular  branch  of  the 
Chambers.    New  election  fixed  for  Aug.  11. 
Has  come  from  London  to  Paris  for  a  few  davs.    Work  : 
in  French  press  is  progressing  satisfactorily.    De- 
scribes methods  and  results  of  work  in  France  and  j 
England  and  makes  suggestions  regarding  German 
press.    If  Department  considers  appointing  special 
agent  for  Germany  suggests  Mr.  Aug'uste  P.  Y\  etter,  ! 
of  Savannah,  the  translator  into  German  of  Mr. 
Spence"s  book.    Mentions  his  qualifications  for  the 
position.    Past  experience  has  proven  that  power  of 
press  does  not  influence  directly  policies  of  European 
Governments.    Mentions  extension  in  circulation 
of  Index  and  desire  for  its  permanent  establishment. 
Has  been  informed  that  Maximilian  is  soon  to  send  a 
minister  to  Washington,  and  expects  Lincoln  to 
accredit  a  minister  to  the  new  Imperial  Government 
at  Mexico.    There  is  a  ponic  in  Germany  and  Hol- 
land among  the  holders  of  Federal  securities.    Hears 
the  troubles  between  the  German  powers  and  Den- 
mark have  been  definitely  settled,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  secure  the  peace  of  Europe. 
No  explanation  concerning  shipment  of  tobacco  be- 
longing to  the  Regie  will  be  made  to  Mr.  Drouvn  de 
Lhuys  unless  express  request  is  made  for  same. 
Gives  account  of  correspondence  and  interviews 
regarding  order  permitting  departure  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock and  attributes  ill  will  manifested  in  the 
case  by  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  conviction  that 
Lincoln  Government  is  prepared  to  go  to  war  with 
France  on  account  of  Mexican  question.    Demand 
in  Germany  and  Holland  for  Federal  bonds  explains 
Federal  currency's  not  having  suffered  greater  de- 
preciation. 
Parliament  was  prorogued  Julv  29  without  vote  taken 
on  resolution  of  Mr.   Lindsay.i    Private  note  to 
President  Davis,  accompanying  this  dispatch  gives 
in  detailaccount  of  intorview  with  Lord  Palmerslon 
Bill  from  solicitors  and  counsel  engaged  in  defense 
of  men  held  for  piracy  on  board  the  Gerrity  amounts 
to  £4,->8  Is.  4d.    Suggests  that  Department  remit 
above  amount  as  specific  expenditure.    Will  visit 
points  In  England  and  Ireland  in  next  two  or  three 
months.    Accessible  for  mail  through  address  left 
in  London. 
Discusses  political  situation  in  London;  peace  into 
which  Denmark  has  been  forced:  execution  in  Po- 
land of  principal  chiefs  of  National  Government 
and  transportation  to  Siberia  of  others;  disturbances 
In  Algeria,  Tunis,  and  Ottoman  Empire.    No  pres- 
ent hope  of  recognition  from  England  or  France 
Believes  pubhc  anxiety  here  would  be  reassured  by 
a  decisive  victory  over  Sherman.     Financial  difli- 
cnltles  are  foreseen.    Confederate  States'  financial 
condition  abroad  is  excellent.    New  commercial 
system  has  worked  beneficially.    Refers  to  sensa- 
;!2  „,e?      ,  v  J;,first  rumor  ot  peace  negotiations  and 
ki^I  »  21  m  th  Par,1(,s  by  Public  when  details  of 
JMagara  Falls  correspondence  became  known. 

;  seo  letter  of  Nov.  10, 18C4. 
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John   Slidell,   Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


James  P.  Holcohnbe,  Niagara 
Falls,  C.  W.,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 

State  Department  to  P.  H. 
Avlett. 


A.  Dudley  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
State  Department. 


John  Slidell,  Baden,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department  to  James  M. 
Mason,  commissioner  to  the 
Continent,  Paris. 


State  Department  to  John  Sli- 
dell. 

A.  1).  Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


State  Department  to  John  SH- 
dell,  Paris. 


State  Department  to  Colonel  J. 
Smolinski,  Chaplain  J.  Ma- 
yewski.  Colonel  A.  Lenkie- 
wicz,  Major  P.  Bninicki,  dele- 
gation representing  Polish 
emigration. 

State  Department  to  Colonel 

Smolinski  and  others,  Polish 

delegates. 
State  Department  to  Colin  J. 

McKae,  agent  of  Treasury, 

Liverpool. 


1864. 
Aug.    8 
(No.  69.) 


Aug.  11 

(No.  7.) 


Aug.  12 


Aug.  20 
(No.  103.) 


Aug.  24 
(No.  70.) 


Aug.  25 


...do.... 

Aug.  26 
(No.  104.) 


Aug.  27 


Aug.  31 


...do.... 


Sept.    1 


Gives  reasons  which  induced  Captain  Fauntleroy  not 
to  avail  himself  of  tardy  permission  for  sailing  of  the 
Rappahannock.  Captain  Bulloch  Is  here  for  pur- 
pose of  closing  sale  and  delivery  of  ships  built  at 
Bordeaux  and  Nantes.  General  Preston  has  hinted 
to  Mexican  minister  at  this  court  and  Mr.  Arrangoiz 
who  will  represent  Maximilian  in  London  that  one 
condition  of  peace  with  North  may  he  a  treaty  of 
alliance  for  American  policy  which  will  result  in 
suppression  of  monarcnial  institutions  in  Mexico. 
Similar  suggestions  have  been  made  in  quarters 
from  which  they  will  reach  the  Emperor  and  Mr. 
Drouvn  de  Lhuys.  Shall  be  absent  from  Paris  4  or 
5  weelcs. 

States  arrangements  made  in  Canada  for  transporta- 
tion to  their  respective  commands  within  Confeder- 
acy of  escaped  prisoners  desiring  to  return  to  dis- 
charge of  duties. 

Refers  to  new  argument  to  be  bad  in  case  of  Ogden  on 
point  whether  nc  is  not  saved  bv  operation  of  treaty 
of  Tnited  States  with  Great  Britain.  Calls  inten- 
tion to  President  Davis's  message  of  Dee.  7,  JMi:s,  in 
which  ground  was  taken  that  Confederacy  is  no 
longer  bound  by  treaties  with  foreign  nations. 

Practically  no  more  recruits  left  in  this  hemisphere  for 
Federal  armies.  Houses  of  correction  and  poor- 
houses  have  been  drained.  Quotes  statement  from 
l'lndependence  Beige  concerning  same.  Federal 
bonds  have  fallen  3  per  cent  to-day,  now  quoted 
at  39. 

Course  pursued  by  France  toward  Confederate  States 
is  due  to  fear  of  collision  with  United  States.  V  rgent 
interest  to  conciliate  French  Government  has  ceased 
since  sale  of  Confederate  shins.  Believes  Emperor's 
object  now  is  to  keep  everything  quiet  until  Maxi- 
milian's empire  presents  some  show  of  stability. 
Reaction  has  begun  regarding  Federal  bonds  and 
they  are  now  below  New  York  quotations  at  gold 
standard.  Returns  to  Paris  Sept.  10  or  before  if 
necessary. 

(Circular:)  Transmits  account  of  interview  of  Presi- 
dent Davis  with  Jas.  F.  Jacquess,  of  Illinois,  and 
James  ft.  Gilmore,  of  Massachusetts,  regarding  peace 
negotiations  offered  by  Messrs.  (J ilmore and  Jacquess 
and  claimed  bv  them  to  be  views  of  President 
Lincoln,  disputed  questions  to  be  decided  by  general 
vote  of  all  people  of  both  federations.  Doubtless  Mr. 
Masonhas  complied  with  resolution  requesting  that 
copies  of  manifesto  (heretofore  furnished),  issued 
June  11,  1864,  by  Confederate  States  Congress  be 
laid  before  foreign  governments. 

do 


Reports  that  a  statement  is  going  the  rounds  of  Europe 
that  peace  propositions  have  been  informally  made 
recently  by  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  so- 
journing in  Canada,  and  believed  to  be  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  President,  and  are  receiving  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Washington  Cabinet.  Gives  his 
comments  upon  the  subject. 

Transmits  6  copies  of  map  of  Virginia  requesting  that 
1  each  be  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Mann,  and 
Ttotze.  Mr.  Slidell's  accounts  will  be  adjusted  by 
Treasury  Department  at  an  early  date. 

Responding  to  request  that  emigrants  be  admitted  to 
Confederate  States  and  part  of  territory  allotted  to 
them,  those  who  desire  to  fight  for  cause  of  Con- 
federate States  will  be  welcomed  and  certain  rights 
allowed  them.  President  has  not  power  to  dispose 
of  territory,  but  believes  Congress  would  make  lib- 
eral grants. 

President  will  receive  delegation  and  make  personal 
assurances  as  above. 

Annexes  correspondence '  with  Polish  delegates  sent 
on  mission  to  make  negotiations  for  Polish  citizens 
who  desire  toemigrate  and  engage  in  military  service 
of  Confederate  States  and  become  Confederate  citi- 
zens. Issues  instructions  regarding  passage  to  these 
men  and  remits  £50,000  for  defraying  expenses. 
Has  given  delegates  letter  of  introduction. 

See  Aug.  31  letters. 
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State  Department  to  Colin  J. 
McRae. 

State  Department  to  Messrs. 
Collie  &  Co. 

State  Department  to  War  De- 
partment. 

State  Department  to  War  De- 
partment, Quartermaster 
General. 

State  Department  to  Polish 
delegates. 


State  Department  to  Colin  J. 
McRae. 


1SC4. 
Sept.   1 

Sept.    2 

...do 

...do 

Sept.    5 


Sept.    6 


State  Department  to  Navy  De-     Sept.  8 

partment. 

I 
State  Department  to  War  De-  '...do. 

partment. 


John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  State  De-  j  Sept.  13 
partment.  j  (No.  71.) 


State  Department  to  John  Sli- 
dell. 


State    Department    to    Henry 
Hotze,  London. 


Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Sept.  15 
(No.  42.) 


Sept.  15 
(No.  23.) 


Sept.  17 
(No.  49.) 


Introduces  delegation  for  Polish  exiles  desirous  oi  emi- 
grating to  this  country. 

Introduces  Polish  delegates:  Colonel  Smolinski,  Chap- 
lain Mayewski,  Colonel  l.enkiewicz,  Major  Bninieki. 

Requests  "pass  for  Polish  delegates 


Requests  transportation  to  Wilmington  for  Polish 
delegates. 

In  response  to  letter  of  Sept.  :i  states  that  it  is  not  in 
power  of  President  to  make  grants  of  land  to  com- 
munities or  colonies  for  exclusive  use,  thereby  de- 
priving Confederate  States  citizens  of  right  to  settle 
there.  It  is  hoped  to  be  in  power  of  Confederate 
States  at  close  of  war  to  be  able  to  make  grants  to 
such  individuals  of  Polish  nation  as  have  rendered 
services  to  this  Government  and  by  common  con- 
sent they  could  settle  together  in  any  particular 
locality  they  might  select. 

Since  letter  of  Sept.  1,  after  conference  with  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  it  was  decided  best  that  Mr.  McHae 
forward  to  Mr.  Elchard  Fitzpatrick,  Confederate 
States  commercial  agent  at  Matamoros,  either  in 
bills  of  exchange  or  letters  of  credit,  a  sufficient  sum 
to  enable  him  to  provide  for  expenses  of  emigrants. 
Has  given  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  McRae  in 
favor  of  Lieutenant  H.  R.  Hislop  Mclvor,  who  is 
resigning  to  settle  private  affairs  at  home  in  Scot- 
land and  expects  to  get  hundreds  of  his  countrymen 
to  emigrate  to  Confederate  Slates.  Mr.  McSae  is 
requested  to  furnish  passage  to  those  whom  he  suc- 
ceeds in  securing. 

Requests  passage  through  blockade  for  Lieutenant 
H.  R.  Hislop  Mclvor,  who  goes  to  Europe  on  public 
business. 

Requests  orders  given  to  military  authorities  in  trans- 
Mississippi  district  to  secure  proper  reception  of 
Polish  and  Scotch  emigrants  when  forwarded  from 
Matamoras;  also  to  see  that  promises  made  to  them 
in  regard  to  organizing  regiments,  etc.,  and  electing 
their  officers  bo  kept. 

Advice  from  New  York  Justifies  anticipations  that 
war  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  close  by  exhaustion 
of  enemy  and  growing  dissatisfaction  of  northern 
masses.  Discusses  political  situation  of  North.  If 
coming  events  are  unfavorable  to  cause  of  Con- 
federate States  no  friendly  action  need  be  expected 
of  France.    Gives  data  regarding  cotton  bonds. 

Encloses  copy  oflcttcr  written  Secretary  of  Navy  on 
subject  of  rules  to  be  observed  by  Confederate  States 
cruisers  in  relation  to  neutrals.  President  desires 
that  subject  be  laid  before  British  and  French  Gov- 
ernments. It  is  important  that  exact  position  as- 
sumed in  this  matter  by  Great  Britain  be  obtained 
and  transmitted  to  State  Department. 

Approves  methods  adopted  by  Mr.  Hotze.  It  is  not 
deemed  best  to  employ  an  agent  in  Germany  for  pur- 
pose of  enlightening  public  opinion,  as  strict  regard 
must  be  paid  tocxpenditurcs,and  anything  done  in 
Germany  would  probably  not  influence  policy  of  the 
two  great  Western  powers.  Mentions  rapidly  failing 
finances  of  enemy;  suggests  conference  with  Mr.  Sli- 
dell on  rules  ofmaritime  warfare, as  subject  maj  be 
profitably  discussed  in  prtjss.  Encloses  copy  of  re- 
port made  by  Commander  Wood,  Confederate  States 
Navy,  calling  attention  to  offensive  conduct  toward 
him  of  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Tames  Hope,  whom  Commo- 
dore Tattnallaided  in  1859.  Discusses  military  po- 
sition of  Confederate  States  Armv,oomparing  exag- 
gerated statements  of  victories  by  North  to  those 
made  by  Southerners.  President  leaves  for  a  few 
weeks  in  Georgia.  It  would  be  of  service  to  cause  i  f 
Mr.  Hotze  could  publish  in  Index  additional  list  of 
Yankee  vossds  transferred  toncutralsand  those  that 
remain  mortgaged  or  pledged  in  favor  of  enemy 
June  Index  comprises  only  year  1863. 

Encloses  correspondence  explaining  payment  of  £300 
to  George  McIIenry  upon  recommendation  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  on  account  of  sccret- 
scryice  fund,  Mr.  McHenry's  book  and  papers  on 
cotton  having  been  approved  by  Confederate  States 
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Henry  Hotze,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


State  Department  to  John  Sli- 
dell. 


State  Department  to  James  M. 
Mason. 


John  Slldcll,   Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


James  M.  Mason,  Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


Edward  C.  Stiles,  commander, 
Confederate  States  Volunteer 
Navy,  Liverpool,  to  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell,  commis- 
sioners, Confederate  States 
Navv. 

A.  D.'Mann  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


Do. 


1864. 
Sept.  17 
(No.  49.) 


Sept.  20 
(No.  43.) 


Sept.  20 
(No.  38.) 


Sept.  26 
(No.  72.) 


Sept.  29 
(No.  13.) 


Oct.     1 


Oct.     s 
(No.  109.) 


Oct.    12 
(No.  110.) 


Oct.   15 
(No.lll.) 


Government.  Has  paid  £150  from  same  fund  to 
T.  B.  Kershaw  for  collecting  signatures  to  a  "peace 
address"from  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
to  people  of  United  States.  Leaves  in  a  day  or  two 
for  Germany.  Considers  interests  in  Germany  of 
greater  practical  importance  than  in  cither  England 
or  France, since  enemy  must  recruit  Its  next  army 
from  Germany  and  rely  upon  her  for  gold  to  carry  on 
war.  Plan  is  to  discredit  Federal  obligations  and 
deter  masses  from  emigration  to  America.  Has  dis- 
patch No.  22,  August  1,  informing  of  capture  of  Con- 
federate States'  special  mail  messenger.  Encloses 
salary  accounts. 

Reviews  conduct  of  French  Government  which, while 
professing  friendliness,  has  performed  most  unfriendly 
and  injurious  acts.  Gives  a  summary  of  above 
actions  and  directs  that  a  reserved  demeanor  be 
maintained  toward  that  Government.  Contrast 
between  England  and  France  is  not  creditable  to 
latter,  for  English  Government  scarcely  disguised 
its  hostility  while  France  professed  sympathy  and 
assisted  enemy. 

Seal  transmitted  July  6,  through  Lieutenant  Chapman, 
delivered  by  him  Sept.  4  but  fears  boxes  containing 

?ressand  wax  are  lost.  Discussesstatcmcntmadeto 
.ord  Palmerston  by  Mr.  Mason  as  to  condition  of 
North  and  prospects  of  early  peace.  Conduct  of  Eng- 
lish has  produced  impression  that  they  dread  res- 
toration of  peace.  Confederate  States  Government 
desires  recognition,  not  intervention,  by  European 
Governments. 

Manifesto  referred  to  in  circular  of  Aug.  25,  1864,  has 
been  reproduced  and  favorably  noticed  by  European 
papers,  but  was  not  received  in  official  form  by  com- 
missioners. Mentions  convention  between  France 
and  Italy  concerning  withdrawal  of  French  army  of 
occupation  from  Rome.  MeClellan's  acceptance  of 
Chicago  nomination  destroys  hopes  of  early  ending 
of  war.  Rcportsconversation  with  French  Emperor 
concerning  Confederate  States'  military  position, 
prospects  of  peace,  reelection  of  Lincoln. 

Copies  of  manifesto  not  yet  officially  received.  That 
part  of  dispatch  No.  36  relating  to  fabricated  papers 
palmed  upon  British  Government  by  American 
Secretary  of  State  will  be  published  in  the  Index. 
Will  go  to  Liverpool  about  middle  of  October  to 
attend  bazaar  given  by  Southern  Club  at  Liverpool 
and  assisted  by  highest  nobility  in  England  who  are 
friends  of  Confederate  States'  cause  for  relief  of 
Southern  prisoners  confined  at  North.  Nothing  new 
in  European  politics.  Enquires  i  f  Mr.  Prossor's  in- 
vention of  new  form  of  railway  constructed  without 
iron,  sent  to  Department  more  than  a  year  ago,  has 
been  tried. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Commander  Bulloch, 
Confederate  States  Navy,  who  refuses  to  advance 
money  or  purchase  steamship  Hawk. 


Reports  the  absorbing  topic  of  Europe  is  the  Franco- 
Italian  treaty,  which  has  just  been  communicated 
to  the  public:  the  prospects  for  the  preservation  of 
the  peace  of  Europe  were  never  more  assuring,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Venetian  difficulty,  than  at  this 
moment;  everybody  desiring  to  preserve  peace. 

Reports  that  there  is  great  indignation  in  Belgium  at 
the  deception  practiced  upon  the  persons  who  have 
been  induced  to  migrate  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Lincoln  Government;  his  efforts  shall  be  unceasing 
to  prevent  further  European  mercenariesfrom  enter- 
ing into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  tho  "Circular,"  which  had 
already  appeared  in  several  of  the  London  journals 
and  Galignani's  Messenger;  states  it  has  had  a  fair 
share  of  European  publicity,  which  he  will  endeavor 
to  extend  further;  the  manifesto,  in  the  absence  of 
instructions,  has  not  yet  been  formally  communi- 
catedto  the  different  governments  ol  Europe. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


C.  J.  McRae.,  agent,  Treasury 
Pepan  mer.  I,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


J.  Plidel!,  to  State  Department. 


A.  D.  Mann,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Date. 


lb' A. 
Oct.    19 
(No.  1.) 


Do.... 


C.  J.  McRae,  agent,  Treasury 
Department,  London  to  State 
Department. 


A.  D.  Mann,  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


James  M.  Mason,  Paris,  to  State 
Department. 


Oct.   20 
(No.  73.) 


Oct.   22 
(No.112.) 


Oct.   2S 
(No.113.) 


Nov.    4 


John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  minister 
of  foreign  affairs. 


Nov.    5 
(No.114.) 


Nov.  10 
(No.  14.) 


Nov.  15 


Subject. 


Acknowledges  department's  letter  of  Sept.  1  relative 
to  Polish  citizens  desirous  of  emigrating  to  Southern 
States;  considers  profound  secrecy  necessary  for 
success,  and  will  ask  assistance  from  two  personal 
friends  only,  Mr.  Henry  Hotzeand  Hon.  James  Wil- 
liams, now  in  Vienna;  shall  dispense  with  clerical 
aid  and  with  exception  of  above-named  men  and 
Mr.  Prioleau,  ol  firm  of  Frascr,  Trenholm  <fc  Co.. 
shall  keep  matter  a  close  secret:  shall  confine  the 
business  to  Mediterranean,  Adriatii  ,  and  Levantine 
ports;  has  not  yet  heard  from  parties  referred  to. 

Announces  that  after  consultation  with  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Mannit  was  decided  to  wait  for  the  Bermuda 
mail  befoiepresentingcopicsof  the  manifesto  to  the 

fovernments  of  Europe;  they  arc  to  Lo  accompanied 
y  a  joint  note  from  these  gentlemen;  M.  Mereierhas 
been  appointed  ambassador  to  Madrid;  his  successor 
at  Washington  is  to  be  the  Marquis  Chatcaurenard, 
who  was  formerly  at  the  court  of  Hesse-Cassel. 

Reports  our  recent  severe  reverses  hi.vetast  a  gloom  over 
many  millions  oJ  our  friends  in  Europe:  but  the  last 
glorious  turn  from  Missouri  to  the  environs  of  Rich- 
mond, it  is  hoped,  wfll  lead  to  definitive  achieve- 
ments. 

States  that  intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  State 
elections  which  would  seem  t  oindicate  a  continuance 
of  the  Lincoln  Government;  there  is  unmistakable 
evidence  that  the  Bourse  has  news  of  ad  verses  in  the 
North,  as  the  quotations  of  the  Federal  bonds  were 
7  per  cent  lower;  this  may  indicate  the  financial 
crash  of  the  Washington  Government,  which  is  im- 
patiently awaited  by  us:  the  King  of  Belgium  has 
met  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  the  Czar  of  Rus- 
sia at  Nice. 

Polish  delegates  have  not  arrived,  and  nothing  can  be 
done  until  they  come;  requests  further  instructions 
in  regard  to  any  claim  for  official  position  bv  com- 
mission; has  received  proposition  similar  to  this 
from  Colonel  Snlakowski.whocnmmandcd  aregiment 
started  in  New  Orleans,  but  resigned  and  wishes  to 
return  in  some  capacity  to  the  service  of  Confederate 
States;  fears  first-named  member  of  commission  re- 
ferred toin  department's  letter  r.f  Sept.  1  is  not  relia- 
ble; mentions  person  of  same  name  who  has  beenin 
service  of  United  States. 

Reports  Mr.  Mason  has  requested  him  to  meet  him  in 
Paris  Nov.  0  to  arrange  with  Mr.  Slidell  and  himself 
the  mode  of  communicating  the  manifesto  of  Con- 
gress to  the  different  Governments  of  Europe. 

Regarding  resolution  that  manifesto  be  laid  before  for- 
eign Governments  by  commissioners  abroad,  it  is 
decided,  in  absence  of  instructions,  to  have  copies 
made  and  transmitted  through  legations  of  each 
Government  at  Paris:  can  not  explain  why  private 
letter  to  the  President  accompanying  disp'at  h  No. 
12  was  not  inclosed  in  it;  department  is  right  in 
belief  that  England  "affects  to  consider  recognit  ion 
of  no  value  unless  followed  by  active  intervention." 
Direct  point  was  made  bv  Mr.Mason  in  conversation 
with  Lord  Palmerston  that  recognition  Mould  stop 
the  war,  but  it  is  believed  thev  fear  it  will  involve 
them  in  war;  mentions  reaction  in  Germany  which 
may  affect  public  securities  of  United  States-  has 
considered  going  to  Germonv  to  aid  cause  of' Con- 
federate States:  has  sent,  to  be  published  in  Index 
report  pf  Captain  Morris,  C.  S.  S.  Florida,  relating 
cowardly  act  of  commander  of  Waehusett  in  taking 
advantage  of  alwence  of  half  the  crew  or  Florida  to 
seize  her;  encloses  copy  of  commissioner's  joint  note 
transmitting  manifes  to. 

Explains  why  France,  in  view  of  her  refusal  to  allow 
captured  vessels  to  be  taken  into  her  ports  lor  pur- 
pose of  restoring  neutral  property,  can  not  expect 
tonlederate  Government  to  satisfy  claims  for  in- 
demnity arising  from  destruction  of  this  property 
fcubmits  for  consideration  expediency  of  modifying 
rules  and  believes  English  Government  would  not 
he  unwilling  to  pursue  a  similar  course  Will  com- 
municate to  Confederate  States  Government  his 
se^vii^'r  V,e;vs  °,n.SUDiwt  of  alleged  compulsory 
Stat  subjects  in  armies  of  Confederate 
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James  P.  Holcombe,  Richmond, 
to  State  Department. 


Do. 


A.  D.  Maim  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


John  Slidell,  Paris,  to  State  De- 
partment. 


1864. 
Nov.  16 


-do.... 


Nov.  17 
(No.  115.) 


Nov.  17 
(No.  74.) 


C.  J.  McRae,  agent  Treasury 
Department,         Confederate 

States. 


John   Slidell,    Paris,    to  State 
Department. 


Do. 


J.  M.  Mason,  London,  to  State 
Department. 


Nov.  18 


Nov.  28 
(No.  75.) 


Dec.  13 
(No.  76.) 


Dec.  16 

(No.  15.) 


Reports  particulars  of  conference  at  Niagara  Falls  in 
connection  with  Messrs.  Clay  and  Thompson,  to 
which  Mr.  Greeley,  editor  of  N.  Y.  Tribune  was  in- 
vited by  Geo.  Sanders,  hut  expressed  prelerence  for 
Washington  as  place  of  meeting,  supposing  above- 
named  men  held  quasi  diplomatic  positions:  gives 
reasons  for  accepting  Mr.  Greeley's  ofler  of  a  safe 
conduct  to  Washington  and  his  own  escort. 
Submits  report  and  account  of  disbursements  of  public 
money  while  in  British  provinces.    Expenditures 
for  supply,  support,  and  transportation  of  escaped 
prisoners  are  separate  from  those  incurred  in  alTair 
of  the  Chesapeake. 
Reports  his  return  from  Paris,  .where  he  read  in  the 
London  Times  the  circular  of  Oct.  10,  and  has  made 
arrangements  to  have  same  extensively  published  in 
Brussels.    It  will  be  translated  into  the  German 
language,  which  will  make  it  sure  of  a  general  circu- 
lation In  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Holland,  good 
results  from  which  may  be  expected. 
Reports  delivery  of  manifesto  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
and  his  promise  to  lay  the  papers  before  the  Emperor 
at  next  meeting  of  cabinet;  conversation  regarding 
neutral  property  on  board  enemy's  ships  and  viola- 
tion and  outrage  upon  neutral  rights  in  capture  of 
the  Florida  in  a  Brazilian  harbor.    Refers  to  Inaction 
on  part  of  Brazilian  Government  in  the  case.    An- 
nexes copy  of  joint  note1  of  Nov   11  which  accom- 
panied the  manifesto  and  a  copy  of  Mr.  Slidell's 
note2  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  accompanying  ex- 
tracts from  instructions  to  our  cruisers.    Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  requested  that  attention  of  Confederate 
States  Government  be  called  to  complaints  made  of 
forced  service  of  French  subjects  in  its  armies. 
Polish  committee  has  not  yet  arrived  and  Col.  Sula- 
kowski  having  taken  olfehse  at  first  reception  is  not 
disposed  to  communicate  with  C.  J.  McRae.    Is 
embarrassed  by  committee  and  regrets  that  instruc- 
tions to  act  on  own  judgment  were  not  given  by  De- 
partment. 
Joint  note  to  different  European  powers  has  been 
forwarded  through  their  several  legations  with  ex- 
ception of  that  to  Russia,  which  was  mailed  to  St. 
Petersburg  to  minister  of  foreign  affairs.    Encloses 
correspondence  in  connection  with  note  for  Papal 
States  and  reply  of  Earl  Russell  to  joint  note  claiming 
that  Great  Britain  will  continue  to  maintain  a  strict 
and  impartial  neutrality. 
Dispatch  No.  43  received.    Had  adopted  in  advance 
line  of  conduct  toward  French  Government  pointed 
out  therein.    Department  is  in  error  in  statement 
that  French   Government  forced  builders  to  sell 
vessels  to  third  parties.    Builder  of  Bordeaux  ships 
made  such  assertion  on  his  own  account.    Incloses 
copy  of  letter1  on  the  subject  of  7  per  cent  loan.    Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  asked  opinion  of  English 
cabinet  relative  "to  neutral  merchandise  on  boiird 
enemy's  ships.    Has  received  answer  of  Holy  See 
to  joint  note,  encloses  copy.    Earl  Russell's  reply  to 
note  will  not  be  pleasing  to  North.    Learns  that 
Brazilian  minister  at  Washington  is  instructed  to 
demand  ample  apology,  delivery  of  the  Florida,  etc. 
Has  reported  in  unofficial  note  information  obtained 
concernin'7  sale  of  Federal  securities  in  Germany. 
Encloses  copy  of  letter  from  Earl  Russell  in  answer 
to  joint  note  of  Mason,  Slidell,  and  Mann  accom- 
panying copy  of  manifesto  of  Confederate  States  Con- 
gress.   Gives  details  of  action  taken  by  Mr.  Mason 
in  London  in  case  of  Lieutenant  Young  and  others 
claimed  for  extradition  by  United  States  Govern- 
ment, charging  them  witli  felony  in  their  attack  on 
St.  Albans,  V  t.   Has  received,  with  request  for  trans- 
mittal to  President,  an  address  from  "Southern 
Independence  Association."    It  comn-atulates  him 
on  success  of  arms  of  Confederate  States,  etc.    En- 
closes, for  War  Department,  correspondence1  of  the 
eminent  ship  builder,  John  Laird,  M.  P.,  of  Birken- 
head (Liverpool). 
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From  and  to  whom. 


A.  Dudlev  Mann,  Brussels,  to 
State  Department. 


State    Department    to    Henry 
Hotze. 


State  Department  to  Hon.  John 
Slidell. 


State    Department    to 
J.  M.  Mason. 


Hon. 


Date. 


1864. 
Dee.  16 
(No.  119) 


Dec.   19 
(No.  24) 


Dee.  30 
(No.  39) 


Subject. 


Suggests  that  Germanic  Confederation  and  nollandbe 
included.  Most  important  object  to  be  accom- 
plished by  Confederate  States  Government  in  Eu- 
rope is  to  harm  credit  of  Federal  States  and  deprive 
them  thusof  troops  and  "sinews  of  war."  German 
Diet  has  formally  recognized  Maxmilian  as  Emperor 
of  Mexico,  and  if  it  chooses  can  formally  introduce 
Confederate  States  into  circle  of  nations. 

Dispatch  No.  46  still  missing.  Foreign  correspond- 
ence unsettled  liv  loss  of  mails  per  Condor  and  H  ope. 
Encloses  draft  for  £2,000.  Further  remittance  will 
be  sent  in  6  or  8  weeks.  Mr.  Hotze's  estimate  of 
£6.000  per  annum  is  reasonable.  Latest  Index 
received  is  Oct.  27.  Feels  certain  Great  Britain  will 
be  forced  into  war  with  United  States  soon,  owing 
to  timidity  and  subservient  concessions  of  British 
Cabinet.  British  Government  will  receive  retribu- 
tion for  its  injustice  to  Confederate  States. 

Dispatches  69  to  73  received.  Confederate  States  have 
for  nearly  4  vears  resisted  power  of  United  States 
aided  bv  England  and  France  through  t  heir  attitude 
regarding  the  blockade  and  failure  to  recognize  the 
independence  of  the  Confederate  States.  Gives 
reasons  for  belief  that  United  States  will  pursue 
aggressive  policy  toward  England  and  France  on 
first  favorable  occasion.  It  is  due  to  the  Confederate 
States  that  purposes  of  France  and  England  in 
relation  to  present  contest  be  declared.  Dispatch 
will  be  delivered  by  Hon.  Duncan  F.  Kenner,  and 
verbal  communications  made  by  him  on  above 
subject  may  be  relied  upon. 

Dispatch  No.  13  of  Sept.  29  is  last  received,  and  boxes 
containing  press,  etc.,  for  use  of  seal  of  Confederacy 
have  not  arrived.  If  lost,  desires  that  they  be  dupli- 
cated. 

Substance  of  remainder  of  letter  same  as  to  Mr.  Slidell 
of  Dec.  27.  President  requests  that  Mr.  Mason 
confer  with  Mr.  Slidell  on  this  subject,  after  obtain- 
ing information  which  Mr.  Kenner  is  authorized  to 
give  verbally,  and  deeMe  upon  best  means  to  elicit 
decisive  response  from  Gt.  Britain  and  France  as 
to  their  intentions  in  relation  to  this  war. 
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.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


Do. 


1865. 
Jan.    12 

(No.  16.) 


Jan.    21 

(No.  17.) 


Feb.   — 
(No.  18.) 


Some  2  weeks  ago  learned  that  the  French  Government 
had  made  a  proposition  to  the  British  Government 
that  each  power  should  permit  our  prizes,  having 
cargo,  in  whole  or  in  part  claimed  as  property  of  the 
subjects  of  either,  to  be  taken  for  adjudication  into 
the  ports  of  either,  respectively.  So  far  the  only 
answer  was  that  the  question  had  been  referred  to  the 
Crown  lawyers.  Reports  that  only  a  duplicate  of  No. 
12  and  some  private  letters  went  down  on  the  ship 
Condor  when  sho  was  lost.  Hears  from  Mr.  Mann 
from  Brussels  that  the  Federalbondsare  very  buoy- 
ant there,  Amsterdam  and  Frankfort,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  reports  of  our  reverses  in  Tennessee  and 
Georgia. 

Nothing  of  interest  to  report  since  his  last  dispatch,  as 
no  answer  has  yet  been  received  to  France's  proposal 
to  England  concerning  prizes  and  their  cargoes. 
Many  enquiries  made  lately  by  our  well-wishers  as  to 
whether  the  South  will  increase  its  military  force  by 
arming  large  bodies  of  slaves.  The  failure  of  our 
enemy  off  Wilmington  came  most  opportunely  to  af- 
fect public  opinion  here  in  regard  to  the  reverses  that 
scorned  to  attend  the  campaign  of  General  Hood 

Transmits  by  Lieutenant  Carter  an  address  bv  the 
Southern  Independence  Association  of  Manchester 
to  the  President.  Has  heard  with  great  regret  of 
the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  andotherdefenscs  protect- 
lngthe  port  of  Wilmington.  Notwithstanding  our 
late  disasters,  the  Confederate  loan  maintains  itself 
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State  Department  correspondence  with  diplomatic  agents,  etc.   (1865) — Contd. 


From  and  to  whom. 


Subject. 


Page. 


J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


J.  SUdcll  to  State  Department. 


State  Department  to  J.  M. 
Mason. 

J.  M.  Mason  to  State  Depart- 
ment. 


Do. 


1S65. 
Feb.  — 
(No.  18.) 


Feb.     7 
(No.  79.) 


Feb.  24 
(No.  81.) 


Mar.  25 
(No.  40.) 
Mar.  31 
(No.  19.) 


Do. 


Mar.  31 
(No.  20.) 


May     1 
(No.  21.) 


comparatively  well.  The  port  of  Wilmington  being 
no  longer  open,  fears thatcommunication  with  home 
will  bo  seriously  impeded.  But  will  write  to  Ber- 
muda and  Nassau  under  cover  to  our  agents  there. 

Reports  no  letters  received  since  Sept.  20, 1864.  Will 
send  communications  to  Colonel  Helm's  care  at  Ha- 
vana, thence  to  be  forwarded  to  Galveston  or  Mata- 
moras.  Unfavorable  news  has  caued  doubts  of  our 
ability  to  maintain  our  independence.  Transcribes 
a  copy  of  a  note  of  Mr.  Blair's  visit  to  the  Confed- 
eracy. Comments  on  the  rumor  that  Sonora  is  to 
be  ceded  to  France  l>v  a  private  arrangement  be- 
tween Napoleon  and  Maximilian,  which  may  be 
unfounded. 

Report6  that  the  C.  S.  S.  Stonewall  was  permitted  to 
make  repairs  and  receive  supplies  at  Ferrol,  Captain 
Page  having  attention  and  facility  while  there  for 
the  same.  The  Emperor,  in  his  discourse  at  the 
opening  of  the  French  chambers,  was  entirely  silent 
on  the  subject  of  American  alfairs.  Ciives  the  reasons 
for  the  Emperor's  silence  on  our  affairs.  Messrs. 
Mason,  Mann,  and  myself  all  agree  that  the  letter  tho 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  addressed  to  us  was  ex- 
tremely insolent  and  offensive,  and  hope  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  not  disapprove  of  our  answer. 

Transmits  copies  of  a  revent  correspondence  between 
General  Grant  and  General  Lee. 

Transmits  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Earl 
Russell  and  the  Messrs.  Mason,  Slide!!,  and  Mann. 
This  dispatch  and  enclosures  will  be  carried  by  Com- 
modore Barron,  who  returns  home  via  Texas.  Re- 
grets that  the  two  cases  containing  materials  for  the 
seal  failed  to  reach  vou.  They  were  sent  to  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  on  July  51ast,  to  be  sent  to  the  Con- 
federacy via  Halifax  and  Bermuda.  Has  requested 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  try  to  trace  them.  Re- 
ceived a  letter  recently  from  Mr.  Abbott,  consul  in 
Canada,  for  Lieutenant  Young  and  others  claimed 
for  extradition  by  the  United  States.    The  case  was 

fut  in  the  hands  of  solicitors  to  be  presented  to  Sir 
lugh  Caims,  with  a  request  for  action.  The  opinion 
was  favorable,  and  I  have  paid  tho  costs  and  charged 
them  to  the  contingent  fund. 

Reports  his  activities  in  London  in  regard  to  instruc- 
tions received  from  State  Department  in  relation  to 
an  interview  with  Lord  Palmcrston,  and  gives  dc- 
tailsof  a  conversation  held  with  Lord  Palmerston  at 
Cambridge  House,  Mar.  14, 1865.  Also  encloses  min- 
utcsofaconversationheld  with  Earl  of  Donoughmore 
Mar.  26, 1865,  concerning  recognition  of  tho  Confed- 
eracy. 

Reports  Captain  Maury  sails  to-morrow  with  this  dis- 
patch and  with  duplicates  of  Nos.  19  and  20  dated  Mar 
31.  The  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  surrender  of 
Lee  have  produced  tho  belief  in  Europe  generally 
that  further  resistance  is  hopeless  and  that  the  war  is 
at  an  end.  States  he  does  not  think  so,  and  will  en- 
deavor to  disabuse  the  public  mind.  The  President's 
proclamation  at  Danville  has  not  had  tho  effect  to 
reassure.  The  assassination  of  Lincoln  and  attempt 
on  the  life  of  Seward  produced  a  great  shock  to  all 
classesin  London.  Willawaitthc  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernmentrelative  to  the  continuance  ofcommissioners 
abroad,  and  remain  in  London  until  further  orders. 
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Journal  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  secret  session,  February  12,1861. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  E.  R.  Cobb,  the  Congress,  being  in  open 
session,  at  12.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  resolved  to  go  into  secret  session  when 
the  following  action  was  had : 

Mr.  Walker  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  sending  a  commission  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  Great  Britain  and  France  and  other  European  powers. 
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The  resolution  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Withers  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was 
lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Chilton  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved  by  the  Confederate  States  of  America  in,  Provisional  Con- 
gress assembled,  That  commissioners  be  appointed  by  this  Congress 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Washing- 
ton City  to  represent  this  Government  at  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

(2)  Resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  said  commissioners 
be  instructed  to  obtain  a  recognition  by  the  United  States  of  America 
of  this  Confederacy  as  an  independent  Government. 

(3)  Resolved,  etc.,  That  said  commissioners  be  instructed  to  enter 
into  and  consummate  negotiations  for  the  delivery  to  this  Govern- 
ment of  all  forts,  arsenals,  and  other  public  property  within  the 
limits  of  this  Confederacy,  and,  if  necessary,  to  make  a  formal  de- 
mand on  the  part  of  this  Government  of  the  same. 

(4)  Resolved,  etc.,  That  said  commissioners  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  announce  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  (if  in  the  opinion  of  such  commissioners  any  doubt  shall  exist 
on  the  part  of  such  Government  making  such  announcement  proper) 
that  the  Confederate  States  of  America  having  been  organized  as  a 
separate  and  independent  republic  are  determined  to  maintain  said 
Government,  and  that  no  proposition  for  a  reconstruction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  by  which  the  States  of  this  Confederacy 
or  any  of  them  shall  become  reunited  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  entertained  by  this  Government. 

(5)  Resolved,  etc.,  That  said  commissioners  be  further  instructed 
to  present  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  assurances  of  the 
sincere  wish  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  preserve  the  most 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  Governments  and  the  States  com- 
prising the  same,  and  to  settle,  by  peaceful  negotiations,  all  matters 
connected  with  the  public  property  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  existing  before  the  withdrawal  of  any 
of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy ;  and  to  this  end  said  commissioners 
are  hereby  fully  empowered  to  negotiate  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  in  reference  to  said  matters,  and  to  adjust  the  same 
upon  principles  of  justice,  equality,  and  right. 

(6)  Resolved,  etc.,  That  said  commissioners  shall  be  controlled  by 
the  foregoing  resolution  until  the  President-elect  for  this  Confeder- 
acy shall  have  been  installed  into  office,  at  which  time  said  commis- 
sioners shall  be  guided  by  instructions  from  the  President  officially 
announced  to  them. 


Inaugural  address  of  the  President  of  the  Provisional  Government, 

Febrfaht  18,  1861. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
friends,  and  fellow  citizens:  Called  to  the  difficult  and  responsible 
station  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Provisional  Government  which  you 
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have  instituted,  I  approach  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  me 
with  humble  distrust  of  my  abilities,  but  with  a  sustaining  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  of  those  who  are  to  guide  and  aid  me  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs  and  an  abiding  faith  in  the  virtue  and 
patriotism  of  the  people.  Looking  forward  to  the  speedy  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  Government  to  take  the  place  of  this,  which 
by  its  greater  moral  and  physical  power  will  be  better  able  to  combat 
with  many  difficulties  that  arise  from  the  conflicting  interests  of 
separate  nations,  I  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  I  have 
been  chosen  with  the  hope  that  the  beginning  of  our  career  as  a 
Confederacy  may  not  be  obstructed  by  hostile  opposition  to  our  en- 
joyment of  the  separate  existence  and  independence  we  have  asserted, 
and  which,  with  the  blessing  of  Providence,  we  intend  to  maintain. 

Our  present  political  position  has  been  achieved  in  a  manner 
unprecedented  in  the  history  of  nations.  It  illustrates  the  American 
idea  that  governments  rest  on  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  that 
it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  them  at  will  whenever 
thej'  become  destructive  to  the  ends  for  which  they  were  established. 
The  declared  purpose  of  the  compact  of  the  Union  from  which  we 
have  withdrawn  was  to  "establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity," and  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  sovereign  States  composing 
this  Confederacy,  it  has  been  perverted  from  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  ordained  and  ceased  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
established,  a  peaceful  appeal  to  the  ballot  box  declared  that,  so  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  the  Government  created  by  that  compact 
should  cease  to  exist.  In  this  they  merely  asserted  the  right  which 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  July  4,  1776,  defined  to  be 
"  inalienable."  Of  the  time  and  occasion  of  its  exercise  they  as 
sovereigns  were  the  final  judges,  each  for  himself.  The  impartial  and 
enlightened  verdict  of  mankind  will  vindicate  the  rectitude  of  our 
conduct ;  and  He  who  knows  the  hearts  of  men  will  judge  of  the 
sincerity  with  which  we  have  labored  to  preserve  the  Government  of 
our  fathers  in  its  spirit. 

The  right  solemnly  proclaimed  at  the  birth  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  has  been  solemnly  affirmed  and  reaffirmed  in  the  Bills  of 
Rights  of  the  States  subsequently  admitted  into  the  Union  of  1789, 
undeniably  recognizes  in  the  people  the  power  to  resume  the  author- 
ity delegated  for  the  purposes  of  government.  Thus  the  sovereign 
States  here  represented  have  proceeded  to  form  this  Confederacy; 
and  it  is  by  abuse  of  language  that  their  act  has  been  denominated 
a  revolution.  They  formed  a  new  alliance,  but  within  each  State  its 
government  has  remained;  so  that  the  rights  of  person  and  property 
have  not  been  disturbed.  The  agent  through  which  they  communi- 
cated with  foreign  nations  is  changed,  but  this  does  not  necessarily 
interrupt  their  international  relations.  Sustained  by  the  conscious- 
ness that  the  transition  from  the  former  Union  to  the  present  Con- 
federacy has  not  proceeded  from  a  disregard  on  our  part  of  just 
obligations  or  any  failure  to  perform  every  constitutional  duty, 
moved  by  no  interest  or  passion  to  invade  the  rights  of  others, 
anxious  to  cultivate  peace  and  commerce  with  all  nations,  if  we  may 
not  hope  to  avoid  war  we  may  at  least  expect  that  posterity  will 
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acquit  us  of  having  needlessly  engaged  in  it.  Doubly  justified  by 
the  absence  of  wrong  on  our  part  and  by  wanton  aggression  on  the 
part  of  others,  there  can  be  no  cause  to  doubt  that  the  courage  and 
patriotism  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  will  be  found 
equal  to  any  measure  of  defense  which  their  honor  and  security 
may  require. 

An  agricultural  people,  whose  chief  interest  is  the  export  of 
commodities  required  in  every  manufacturing  country,  our  true  pol- 
icy is  peace  and  the  freest  trade  which  our  necessities  will  permit. 
It  is  alike  our  interest  and  that  of  all  those  to  whom  we  would  sell 
and  from  whom  we  would  buy  that  there  should  be  the  fewest  prac- 
ticable restrictions  upon  the  interchange  of  these  commodities. 
There  can,  however,  be  but  little  rivalry  between  ours  and  any  manu- 
facturing or  navigating  community,  such  as  the  Northeastern  States 
of  the  American  Union.  It  must  follow,  therefore,  that  mutual 
interest  will  invite  to  good  will  and  kind  offices  on  both  parts.  If, 
however,  passion  of  lust  of  dominion  should  cloud  the  judgment  or 
inflame  the  ambition  of  those  States,  we  must  prepare  to  meet  the 
emergency  and  maintain,  by  the  final  arbitrament  of  the  sword,  the 
position  which  we  have  assumed  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

We  have  entered  upon  the  career  of  independence,  and  it  must  be 
inflexibly  pursued.  Through  many  years  of  controversy  with  our 
late  associates  of  the  Northern  States  we  have  vainly  endeavored  to 
secure  tranquillity  and  obtain  respect  for  the  rights  to  which  we 
were  entitled.  As  a  necessity,  not  a  choice,  we  have  resorted  to  the 
remedy  of  separation,  and  henceforth  our  energies  must  be  directed 
to  the  conduct  of  our  own  affairs  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  Con- 
federacy which  we  have  formed.  If  a  just  perception  of  mutual 
interest  shall  permit  us  peaceably  to  pursue  our  separate  political 
career,  my  most  earnest  desire  will  have  been  fulfilled.  But  if  this 
be  denied  to  us,  and  the  integrity  of  our  territory  and  jurisdiction 
be  assailed,  it  will  but  remain  for  us  with  firm  resolve  to  appeal  to 
arms  and  invoke  the  blessing  of  Providence  on  a  just  cause. 

As  a  consequence  of  our  new  condition  and  relations,  and  with  a 
view  to  meet  anticipated  wants,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
the  speedy  and  efficient  organization  of  branches  of  the  executive 
department  having  special  charge  of  foreign  intercourse,  finance, 
military  affairs,  and  the  postal  service.  For  purposes  of  defense 
the  Confederate  States  may,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  rely 
mainly  upon  the  militia;  but  it  is  deemed  advisable,  in  the  present 
condition  of  affairs,  that  there  should  be  a  well  instructed  and  dis- 
ciplined army,  more  numerous  than  would  usually  be  required  on 
a  peace  establishment.  I  also  suggest  that  for  the  protection  of  our 
harbors  and  commerce  on  the  high  seas  a  navy  adapted  to  those 
objects  will  be  required.  But  this,  as  well  as  other  subjects  appro- 
priate to  our  necessities,  have  doubtless  engaged  the  attention  of 
Congress. 

With  a  constitution  differing  only  from  that  of  our  fathers  in 
so  far  as  it  is  explanatory  of  their  well-known  intent,  freed  from 
sectional  conflicts  which  have  interfered  with  the  pursuit  of  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  States  from 
which  we  have  recently  parted  may  seek  to  unite  their  fortunes  to 
ours  under  the  Government  which  we  have  instituted.  For  this  your 
Constitution  makes  adequate  provision;  but  beyond  this,  if  I  mis- 
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take  not  the  judgment  and  will  of  the  people,  a  reunion  with  the 
States  from  which  we  have  separated  is  neither  practicable  nor 
desirable.  To  increase  the  power,  develop  the  resources,  and  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  Confederacy,  it  is  requisite  that  there  should  be 
so  much  of  homogeneitj^  that  the  welfare  of  every  portion  shall  be  the 
aim  of  the  whole.  When  this  does  not  exist,  antagonisms  are  en- 
gendered which  must  and  should  result  in  separation. 

Actuated  solely  by  the  desire  to  preserve  our  own  rights  and  pro- 
mote our  own  welfare  the  separation  by  the  Confederate  States  has 
been  marked  by  no  aggression  upon  others  and  followed  by  no  do- 
mestic convulsion.  Our  industrial  pursuits  have  received  no  check, 
the  cultivation  of  our  fields  has  progressed  as  heretofore,  and,  even 
should  we  be  involved  in  war  there  would  be  no  considerable  diminu- 
tion in  the  production  of  the  staples  which  have  constituted  our 
exports,  and  in  which  the  commercial  world  has  an  interest  scarcely 
less  than  our  own.  This  common  interest  of  the  producer  and 
consumer  can  only  be  interrupted  by  exterior  force  which  would  ob- 
struct the  transmission  of  our  staples  to  foreign  markets,  a  course 
of  Conduct  which  would  be  as  unjust  as  it  would  be  detrimental  to 
manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  abroad. 

Should  reason  guide  the  action  of  the  Government  from  which 
we  have  separated,  a  policy  so  detrimental  to  the  civilized  world, 
the  Northern  States  included,  could  not  be  dictated  by  even  the 
strongest  desire  to  inflict  injury  upon  us;  but,  if  the  contrary  should 
prove  true  a  terrible  responsibility  will  rest  upon  it,  and  the  suf- 
fering of  millions  will  bear  testimony  to  the  folly  and  wickedness 
of  our  aggressors.  In  the  meantime  there  will  remain  to  us,  besides 
the  ordinary  means  before  suggested,  the  well-known  resources  for 
retaliation  upon  the  commerce  of  an  enemy. 

Experience  in  public  stations  of  subordinate  grade  to  this,  which 
your,  kindness  has  conferred,  has  taught  me  that  toil  and  care  and 
disappointment  are  the  price  of  official  elevation.  You  will  see  many 
errors  to  forgive  and  many  deficiencies  to  tolerate,  but  you  shall  not 
find  in  me  either  want  of  zeal  or  fidelity  to  the  cause  that  is  to  me 
the  highest  in  hope  and  of  most  enduring  affection.  Your  gen- 
erosity has  bestowed  upon  me  an  undeserved  distinction,  one  which 
I  neither  sought  nor  desired.  Upon  the  continuance  of  that  senti- 
ment and  upon  your  wisdom  and  patriotism  I  rely  to  direct  and 
support  me  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  at  my  hands. 

We  have  changed  the  constituent  parts,  but  not  the  system  of 
government.  The  Constitution  framed  by  our  fathers  is  that  of 
these  Confederate  States.  In  their  exposition  of  it,  and  in  the 
judicial  construction  it  has  received,  we  have  a  light  which  reveals 
its  true  meaning. 

Thus  instructed  as  to  the  true  meaning  and  just  interpretation 
of  that  instrument,  and  ever  remembering  that  all  offices  are  but 
trusts  held  for  the  people,  and  that  powers  delegated  are  to  be 
strictly  construed,  I  will  hope  by  due  diligence  in  the  performance 
of  my  duties,  though  I  may  disappoint  your  expectations,  yet  to 
retain  when  retiring  something  of  the  good  will  and  confidence 
which  welcome  my  entrance  into  office. 

It  is  joyous  in  the  midst  of  perilous  times  to  look  around  upon  a 
people  united  in  heart,  where  one  purpose  of  high  resolve  animates 
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and  actuates  the  whole;  where  the  sacrifices  to  be  made  are  not 
weighed  in  the  balance  against  honor  and  right  and  liberty  and 
equality.  Obstacles  may  retard,  but  they  can  not  long  prevent  the 
progress  of  a  movement  sanctified  by  its  justice  and  sustained  by 
a  virtuous  people.  Reverently  let  us  invoke  the  God  of  our  fathers 
to  guide  and  protect  us  in  our  efforts  to  perpetuate  the  principles 
which  by  his  blessing  they  were  able  to  vindicate,  establish,  and  trans- 
mit to  their  posterity.  With  the  continuance  of  his  favor  ever 
gratefully  acknowledged  we  may  hopefully  look  forward  to  suc- 
cess, to  peace,  and  to  prosperity. 


The  President  of  the  United  States. 
Sir:  Being  animated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  unite  and  bind  to- 

f ether  our  respective  countries  by  friendly  ties,  I  have  appointed 
lartin  G.  Crawford,  John  Forsyth,  and  A.  B.  Roman,  three  of  our 
most  esteemed  and  trustworthy  citizens,  as  Special  Commissioners  of 
the  Confederate  States,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  introduce  them 
to  you,  and  to  ask  for  them  a  reception  and  a  treatment  correspond- 
ing to  their  station  and  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  sent. 
Those  purposes  they  will  more  fully  explain  to  you.  Hoping  that 
through  their  agency  these  may  be  accomplished,  I  avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Montgomeby,  February  27,  1861. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  concern,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  btates  and  the  United  States,  and  reprising 
special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities 
of  Martin  G.  Crawford,  John  Forsyth,  and  A.  B.  Roman,  appointed 
Special  Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  United 
States,  I  have  invested  them  with  full  and  all  manner  of  2>ower  and 
authority  for.  and  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  meet 
and  confer  with  any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  being  furnis'hed  with  like  power  and 
authority,  and  with  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of 
and  concerning  all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  Nations' 
and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  con- 
ventions touching  the  premises,  transmitting  the  same  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Montgomerv  this  27th  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1861,  and  of  the  independence  o'f  the  Confederate 
States  the  85th. 

[SEAL0  Jeffekson  Davis, 

R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


ROBERT  TOOMBS, 
Secretary  of  State,  Confederate  States,  1861. 
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The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  Being  animated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  unite  and  bind  to- 
gether our  respective  countries  by  friendly  ties,  I  have. appointed 
Martin  G.  Crawford,  one  of  our  most  esteemed  and  trustworthy 
citizens,  a  Special  Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
introduce  him  to  you  and  to  ask  for  him  a  reception  and  treatment 
corresponding  to  his  station  and  to  the  purpose  for  which  he  is  sent. 
Those  purposes  he  will  more  particularly  explain  to  you. 

Hoping  that  through  his  agency  these  may  be  accomplished.  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Montgomery,  February  £7, 1861. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
to  all  whom,  these  presents  shall  concern,  greeting : 
Know  ye  that  for  the  purpose  of  reestablishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence  and  abilities  of  Martin  G.  Crawford,  appointed  Special 
Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  United  States,  I  have 
invested  him  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  for  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Confederate  States  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person  or 
persons  duly  authorized  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
being  -furnished  with  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or 
them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of  and  concerning  all 
matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  nations;  and  to  conclude 
and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions,  touching 
the  premises,  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  l>e  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Montgomery  this  27th  day 
of  February.  A.  D\  1861,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
States  the  85th. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

E.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Jefferson  Davis.  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
to  all  whoai  these  presents  shall  concern,  greeting: 
Know  ye  that  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  reposing  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  William  L. 
Yancey.  Pierre  A.  Host,  and  A.  Dudley  Mann,  appointed  Special  Com- 
missioners of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  I  have  invested  them  or  any  two  of  them,  and 
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in  the  ease  of  the  death,  absence,  or  disability  of  any  two  of  them, 
an j*  one  of  them,  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority 
for,  and  in  the  name  of,  the  Confederate  States,  to  meet  and  confer 
with"  airy  person  or  persons,  duly  authorized  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, being  furnished  with  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him 
or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of  and  concerning  all 
matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  nations ;  and  to  conclude  and 
sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions,  touching  the 
premises,  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Montgomery,  this  16th  day 
of  March.  A.  D.  1861.  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  the  85th. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
B.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States, 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  an  extraordinary  occasion  has  occurred,  rendering  it 
necessary  and  proper  that  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
shall  convene  to  receive  and  act  upon  such  communications  as  may 
be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Executive ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  convoking  the  Congress  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  capitol,  in 
the  city  of  Montgomery,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  at  twelve  o'clock 
noon  of  that  day,  of  which  all  who  shall  at  that  time  be  entitled  to 
act  as  members  of  that  body  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States,  at 
Montgomery,  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1861. 

[L-  s0  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 

R.  Toombs,  Secretaiv/  of  State. 


By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas,  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
has,  by  proclamation,  announced  the  intention  of  invading  this  Con- 
federacy with  an  armed  force  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  its  fort- 
resses, and  thereby  subverting  its  independence  and  subjecting  the 


LIST  OF  PAPERS.  97 

free  people  thereof  to  the  dominion  of  a  foreign  power ;  and,  whereas, 
it  has  thus  become  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  repel  the  threat- 
ened invasion,  and  to  defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 
by  all  the  means  which  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  usages  of  civilized 
warfare  place  at  its  disposal ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  inviting  all  those 
who  may  desire,  by  service  in  private  armed  vessels  on  the  high  seas, 
to  aid  this  Government  in  resisting  so  wanton  and  wicked  an  aggres- 
sion, to  make  application  for  commissions  or  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  to  be  issued  under  the  seal  of  these  Confederate  States. 

And  I  do  further  notify  all  persons  applying  for  letters  of  marque 
to  make  a  statement  in  writing,  giving  the  name  and  a  suitable  de- 
scription of  the  character,  tonnage,  and  force  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
name  and  place  of  residence  of  each  owner  concerning  therein,  and 
the  intended  number  of  the  crew,  and  to  sign  said  statement  and 
deliver  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  to  the  collector  of  any 
port  of  entry  of  these  Confederate  States,  to  be  by  him  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

And  I  do  further  notify  all  applicants  aforesaid  that  before  any 
commission  or  letter  of  marque  is  issued  to  any  vessel,  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof,  and  the  commander  for  the  time  being,  will  be  re- 
quired to  give  bond  to  the  Confederate  States,  with  at  least  two  re- 
sponsible sureties,  not  interested  in  such  vessel,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars;  or  if  such  vessel  be  provided  with  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  then  in  the  penal  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  with  condition  that  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  who  shall 
be  employed  on  board  such  commissioned  vessel  shall  observe  the  laws 
of  these  Confederate  States  and  the  instructions  given  to  them  for 
the  regulation  of  their  conduct.  That  they  shall  satisfy  all  damages 
done  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof  by  such  vessel  during  her  com- 
mission, and  deliver  up  the  same  when  revoked  by  the  President  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

And  I  do  further  specially  enjoin  on  all  persons  holding  offices, 
civil  and  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  Confederate  States, 
that  they  be  vigilant  and  zealous  in  discharging  the  duties  incident 
thereto;" and  I  do,  moreover,  solemnly  exhort  the  good  people  of 
these  Confederate  States,  as  they  love  their  country,  as  they  prize 
the  blessings  of  free  government,  as  they  feel  the  wrongs  of  the  past 
and  these  now  threatened  in  aggravated  form  by  those  whose  enmity 
is  more  implacable  because  unprovoked,  that  they  exert  themselves 
in  preserving  order,  in  promoting  concord,  in  maintaining  the 
authority  and  efficacy  of  the  laws,  and  in  supporting  and  invigorat- 
ing all  the  measures  which  may  \  e  adopted  for  the  common  defense, 
and  by  which  under  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence,  we  may 
hope  for  a  speedy,  just,  and  honorable  peace. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the"  Confederate  States  to  be  affixed,  this  seventeenth  day 
of  April,  1861. 

(Signed)  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President: 
K.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  whom  these  presents  shall  concern,  greeting : 

Know  ye,  that  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integ- 
rity, prudence,  and  ability  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Vice  President 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  appointed  special  commis- 
sioner of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
I  have  invested  him  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  and  author- 
ity, for  and  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  meet  and  con- 
fer with  any  person  or  persons  authorized  by  the  government  of  Vir- 
ginia, being  furnished  with  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him 
or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of  and  concerning  all 
matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  Republics;  and  to  conclude 
and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions,  touching  the 
premises,  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  With  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Montgomery  this  19th  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1861. 

Jeff'n  Davis 

By  the  President : 
Robert  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Resolution  of  thanks. 

Be  it  unanimously  resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  'That  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  are  due,  and  through  this  Congress  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Brigadier-General  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard  and  the  officers, 
military  and  naval,  under  his  command,  and  to  the  gallant  troops 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  skill,  fortitude,  and  courage 
by  which  they  reduced  and  caused  the  surrender  of  Port  Sumter, 
in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  on  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  days  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one.  And  the  commendation  of 
Congress  is  also  hereby  declared  of  the  generosity  manifested  by 
their  conduct  toward  a  brave  and  vanquished  foe. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  communi- 
cated by  the  President  to  General  Beauregard  and  through  him  to 
the  army  then  under  his  command. 

Approved  May  4, 1861. 

PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  the  President  or  the  Confederate  States 

a  proclamation 

Whereas  a  treaty  or  convention  of  alliance,  offensive,  and  defensive, 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Commonwealth 
o±  \  lrginia,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  the  city  of  Richmond  on 
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the  24th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1861,  which  treaty  or  convention  of 
alliance  is,  word  for  word,  as  follows.: 

And  whereas,  the  said  treaty  or  convention  of  alliance  has  been 
duly  ratified  on  both  parts : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I.  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  caused  the  said  treaty  or 
convention  of  alliance  to  be  made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  same, 
and  every  clause  and  article  thereof,  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled 
with  jrood  faith  by  the  Confederate  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  affixed  at  the  city  of  Montgomery 
this  8th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1861. 

Jeff'n  DAVI6. 

By  the  President : 
R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 
the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico: 

Reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  ability,  integrity,  and 
prudence  of  John  T.  Pickett,  Esquire,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  I  have  selected  and  duly  commissioned  him  to  act 
as  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  near  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

These  are  therefore  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  receive 
him  in  such  capacity,  and  will  extend  to  him  the  same  friendly  aid  and 
protection,  as  would  be  extended  to  agents  of  a  like  character  ac- 
credited by  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  that  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  this  seventeenth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

fsEAi,.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  the  bearer  hereof,  John  T.  Pickett.  Esquire,  is  pro- 
ceeding to  Mexico,  as  a  special  agent  of  this  Government. 

These  are  therefore  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern,  to  permit 
him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  to  pass  freely  without  let  or  molesta- 
tion, and  to  extend  to  him  all  such  friendly  aid  and  protection  as 
would  be  extended  to  special  agents  of  foreign  countries  resorting  to 
the  Confederate  States. 

.  In  testimony  whereof,  I,  Robert  Toombs,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and 
caused  the  seal  of  this  Department  to  be  affixed,  at  Montgomery,  this 
seventeenth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  R-  Toombs. 

Secretary  of  State. 


100  LIST   OF   PAPERS. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  law  I  have 
commissioned  and  do  hereby  commission,  have  authorized  and  do 
hereby  authorize,  the  schooner  or  vessel  called  the  Savannah  (more 
particularly  described  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed),  whereof 
T.  Harrison  Baker  is  commander,  to  act  as  a  private  armed  vessel 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  on  the  high  seas  against  the 
United  States  of  America,  their  ships,  vessels,  goods,  and  effects,  and 
those  of  their  citizens  during  the  pendency  of  the  war  now  existing 
between  the  said  Confederate  States  and  the  said  United  States. 

This  commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  time  being. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Mont- 
gomery this  18th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1861. 

Jeef'n  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
E.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  recognizing  the  existence  of 
ivar  between  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States,  and 
concerning  letters  of  marque,  prises,  and  prise  goods,  approved 
Mag  6,  ISGir 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  [of  America]  do  enact, 
That  the  tenth  section  of  the  above  entitled  act  be  so  amended  that, 
in  addition  to  the  bounty  therein  mentioned,  the  Government  of  the 
Confederate  States  will  pay  to  the  cruiser  or  cruisers  of  any  private 
armed  vessel  commissioned  under  said  act  20  per  centum  on  the 
value  of  each  and  every  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  enemy  that 
may  be  sunk  or  destroyed  by  such  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels, 
the  value  of  the  armament  to  be  included  in  the  estimate ;  the  valua- 
tion to  be  made  by  a  board  of  naval  officers  appointed  and  their 
award  to  be  approved  by  the  President,  and  the  amount  found  to  be 
due  to  be  payable  in  8  per  cent  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person  who  may  have  invented  or  may  here- 
after invent  any  new  kind  of  armed  vessel,  or  floating  battery,  or 
defense,  shall  deposit  a  plan  of  the  same,  accompanied  bv  suitable 
explanations  or  specifications,  in  the  Navy  Department,"  together 
with  an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  he  is  the  inventor  thereof,  such 
deposit  and  affidavit  (unless  the  facts  set  forth  therein  shall  be  dis- 
proved) shall  entitle  such  inventor  or  his  assigns  to  the  sole  and 
exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  this 
act,  reserving,  however,  to  the  Government,  in  all  cases,  the' right 
of  using  such  invention. 

Approved  May  21,  1861. 
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Department  of  State, 

Monty  ornery,  May  H2, 1831. 

Excellency:  Animated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  preserve  the  most 
friendly  and  peaceful  relations  between  the  people  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America  and  those  of  Mexico,  I  have  charged 
J.  A.  Quintero,  Esq.,  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  seat  of  your 
Government  to  assure  you  of  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  people 
of  the  Confederate  States  toward  those  of  Mexico  and  of  their 
anxiety  to  maintain  with  them  terms  of  friendship  and  good  neigh- 
borhood. 

Although  an  accredited  political  agent  of  the  Confederate  States 
has  been  sent  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  I  have  thought  it  proper,  owing 
to  the  distance  of  your  residence  from  that  city  and  the  absence  of 
speedy  and  constant  communication  with  the  Central  Government, 
to  send  you  this  special  message. 

It  is  credibly  reported  to  this  Government  that  evil-disposed 
Mexican  citizens  residing  within  the  limits  of  your  jurisdiction  have 
planned  predatory  expeditions  against  the  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Texas.  I  feel  assured  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  bring  this  fact  to 
your  notice  to  insure  the  employment  by  you  of  all  the  means  in 
your  power  to  prevent  any  such  invasion  of  the  soil  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  the  detection  and  punishment  of  the  offenders,  and  the 
adoption  of  effective  measures  to  defeat  all  attempts  to  violate  the 
laws  and  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Confederate  States  by  Mexican 
citizens. 

The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  will  use  every  effort 
to  insure  the  maintenance  of  peace  on  the  borders  by  enforcing  on 
its  citizens  the  strict  observance  of  the  obligations  of  international 
law  and  the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  and  expects  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  equally  vigilant. 

Mr.  Quintero,  who  possesses  my  confidence,  and  is  possessed  of  the 
views  of  this  Government,  will  explain  to  you  more  fully  the  pur- 
poses for  which  he  is  sent  to  your  Excellency. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  convey  to  you  the  assurance  of 
my  high  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  Toombs, 
Secretary  of  State. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Vidaurri, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Mexican  Province  of  New  Leon,  etc. 


PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  or  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Whereas  a  treaty  or  convention  of  alliance,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  the  city  of  Nashville  on 
the  seventh  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1861,  the  original  of  which  treaty  or 
convention  is  hereunto  attached: 
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And  whereas  the  said  treaty  or  convention  has  been  duly  ratified 
on  both  parts : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  caused  the  said  treaty 
or  convention  to  be  made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  same  and  every 
clause  and  article  thereof  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good 
faith  by  the  Confederate  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  hare  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  affixed  at  the  city  of  Mont- 
gomery, this  twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

To  the  people  of  the  Confederate  State*: 

When  a  people  who  recognize  their  dependence  upon  God  feel 
themselves  surrounded  by  peril  and  difficulty,  it  becomes  them  to 
humble  themselves  under  the  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence, 
to  recognize  His  righteous  government,  to  acknowledge  His  goodness 
in  times  past,  and  supplicate  His  merciful  protection  for  the  future. 

The  manifest  proofs  of  the  Divine  blessing  hitherto  extended  to 
the  efforts  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 
maintain  and  perpetuate  public  liberty,  individual  rights,  and  na- 
tional independence,  demand  their  devout  and  heartfelt  gratitude. 
It  becomes  them  to  give  public  manifestation  of  this  gratitude, 
and  of  their  dependence  upon  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  and  to 
invoke  the  continuance  of  His  favor.  Knowing  that  none  but  a 
just  and  righteous  cause  can  gain  the  Divine  favor,  we  would  im- 
plore the  Lord  of  Hosts  to  guide  and  direct  our  policy  in  the  paths 
of  right,  duty,  justice,  and  mercy,  to  unite  our  hearts  and  our  efforts 
for  the  defense  of  our  dearest  rights :  to  strengthen  our  weakness, 
crown  our  arms  with  success,  and  enable  us  to  secure  a  speedy,  just, 
and  honorable  peace. 

To  these  ends,  and  in  conformity  with  the  request  of  Congress, 
I  invite  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  observance  of 
a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  by  such  religious  services  as  mav  be 
suitable  for  the  occasion,  and  I  recommend  Thursday,  the  13th'  day 
of  June  next,  for  that  purpose,  and  that  we  may  all,  on  that  day, 
with  one.  accord,  join  in  humble  and  reverential  approach  to  Him 
in  whose  hands  we  are,  invoking  Him  to  inspire  us  with  a  proper 
spirit  and  temper  of  heart  and  mind  to  bear  our  evils,  to  bless  us 
with  His  favor  and  protection,  and  to  bestow  His  gracious  benedic- 
tion upon  our  Government  and  country. 

„      ,     _      . ,  Jefferson  Davi6. 

By  the  President : 
R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 
[Mat  28,  1861.] 
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PROCLAMATION. 
By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  approved  May  17,  1S61,  it  is  provided  that  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  shall  be  admitted  a  member  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  States,  under  the 
Constitution  for  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  same;  upon  tl»e 
condition  4;hat  the  said  Constitution  for  the  Provisional  Government 
of  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  prop- 
erly and  legally  constituted  authorities  of  said  State;  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  said  State  shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  before  the  reassembling  of  Congress,  an  authentic  copy  of 
the  proceedings  touching  said  adoption  and  ratification  by  eaid 
State  of  said  Provisional  Constitution;  upon  the  receipt  whereof 
the  President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact. 

Xow,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  making  known  to 
all  whom  it  may  concern  that  authentic  information  has  been  re- 
ceived by  me  of  the  adoption  and  ratification,  by  the  properly  and 
legally  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  that  a  certified  copy  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  governor 
of  said  State,  of  the  proceedings  touching  said  adoption  and  ratifica- 
tion by  said  State  of  said  Provisional  Constitution,  to  the  end  that 
the  admission  of  the  said  State  of  Tennessee  into  the  Confederacy 
be  considered  as  complete,  and  the  laws  of  the  Confederacy  thereby 
extended  over  said  State  as  fully  and  completely  as  over  the  otlier 
States  now  composing  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  affixed  at  tlie  city 
of  Richmond  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President: 
R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  of  President  Davis  to  President.  Lincoln. 

Richmond,  July  6, 1SG1. 
To  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Army  and  Xavy  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  Having  learned  that  the  schooner  Savannah,  a  private  armed 
vessel  in  the  service,  and  sailing  under  a  commission  issued  by  au- 
thority of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  had  been  captured  by 
one  of  the  vessels  forming  the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston 
harbor,  I  directed  a  proposition  to  be  made  to  the  officer  command- 
ing that  squadron  for  an  exchange  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Savannah  for  prisoners  of  war  held  by  this  Government  '*  according 
to  number  and  rank."    To  this  proposition,  made  on  the  19th  ultimo, 
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Captain  Mercer,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  blockading  squadron, 
made  answer  on  the  same  day  that  "the  prisoners  (referred  to)  are 
not  on  board  of  any  of  the  vessels  under  my  command." 

It  now  appears  by  statements  made  without  contradiction  in 
newspapers  published  in  New  York,  that  the  prisoners  above  men- 
tioned were  conveyed  to  that  city,  and  have  there  been  treated  not  as 
prisoners  of  war,  but  as  criminals;  that  they  have  been  put  in  irons, 
confined  in  jail,  brought  before  the  courts  of  justice  on  charges  of 
piracy  and  treason,  and  it  is  even  rumored  that  they  have  been  actu- 
ally convicted  of  the  offenses  charged,  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  they  bore  arms  in  defense  of  the  rights  of  this  Government  and 
under  the  authority  of  its  commission. 

I  could  not,  without  grave  discourtesy,  have  made  the  newspaper 
statements  above  referred  to  the  subject  of  this  communication,  if  the 
threat  of  treating  as  pirates  the  citizens  of  this  Confederacy,  armed 
for  service  on  the  high  seas,  had  not  been  contained  in  your  procla- 
mation of  the  —  April  last,  That  proclamation,  however,  seems  to 
afford  a  sufficient  justification  for  considering  these  published  state- 
ments as  not  devoid  of  probability. 

It  is  the  desire  of  this  Government  so  to  conduct  the  war  now 
existing  as  to  mitigate  its  horrors  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  and 
with  this  intent  its  treatment  of  the  prisoners  captured  by  its  forces 
has  been  marked  by  the  greatest  humanity  and  leniency  consistent 
with  public  obligations ;  some  have  been  permitted  to  return  home  on 
parole,  others  to  remain  at  large  under  similar  conditions  within  this 
Confederacy,  and  all  have  been  furnished  with  rations  for  their 
subsistence  such  as  are  allowed  to  our  own  troops.  It  is  only  since 
the  news  has  been  received  of  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  taken  on 
the  Savannah  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  withdraw  these  indul- 
gencies  and  to  hold  the  prisoners  taken  by  us  in  strict  confinement. 

A  just  regard  to  humanity  and  to  the'  honor  of  this  Government 
now  requires  me  to  state  explicitly  that,  painful  as  will  be  the  neces- 
sity, this  Government  will  deal  out  to  the  prisoners  held  by  it  the 
same  treatment  and  the  same  fate  as  shall  be  experienced  by  those 
captured  on  the  Savannah,  and  if  driven  to  the  terrible  necessity  of 
retaliation  by  your  execution  of  any  of  the  officers  or  the  crew  of  the 
Savannah,  that  retaliation  will  be  extended  so  far  as  shall  be  requisite 
to  secure  the  abandonment  of  a  practice  unknown  to  the  warfare  of 
civilized  man  and  so  barbarous  as  to  disgrace  the  nation  which  shall 
be  guilty  of  inaugurating  it. 

With  this  view,  and  because  it  may  not  have  reached  you,  I  now 
renew  the  proposition  made  to  the  commander  of  the  blockading 
squadron  to  exchange  for  the  prisoners  taken  on  the  Savannah  an 
equal  number  of  those  now  held  by  us.  according  to  rank. 
I  am,  yours,  etc., 

Jeffekson  Davis, 
President  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Army  and  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

to  all  whom  these  -presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integ- 
rity, prudence,  and  abilities  of  Charles  J.  Helm,  esquire,  I  have 
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appointed  him  special  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
to  visit  the  Spanish,  British,  and  Danish  possessions  in  the  West 
Indies,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations  between 
them  and  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

These  are,  therefore,  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  receive 
him  in  such  capacity  and  to  extend  to  him  all  friendly  aid  and 
protection,  and  to  give  full  credence  to  whatever  representations  he 
may  make  in  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  affixed  at  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond this  22d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
R.  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 
To  all  to  tcJiom  these  "presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Charles  J.  Helm,  is  proceeding 
to  Havana  as  a  special  agent  of  this  Government. 

These  are,  therefore,  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  permit 
him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  to  pass  freely  without  let  or  molesta- 
tion, and  to  extend  to  him  all  such  friendly  aid  and  protection  as 
would  be  extended  to  special  agents  of  foreign  countries  resorting  to 
the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I,  Robert  Toombs,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and 
caused  the  seal  of  this  department  to  be  affixed  at  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, this  22d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1861. 

R.  Toombs. 


PRQCLAMATION. 

By  the  President. 

"Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  did 
by  an  act  approved  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1861,  entitled  "An  act 
respecting  alien  enemies  "  make  provision  that  proclamation  should 
be  issued  by  the  President  in  relation  to  alien  enemies  and  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  said  act : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  and  I  do  hereby 
warn  and  require  everey  male  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  and  upwards,  now  within  the  Confederate 
States  and  adhering  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  ac- 
knowledging the  authority  of  the  same  and  not  being  a  citizen  of  the 
Confederate  States,  to  depart  from  the  Confederate  States  within 
forty  days  from  the  date  of  this  proclamation.  And  I  do  warn  all 
persons  above  described  who  shall  remain  within  the  Confederate 
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States  after  the  expiration  of  said  period  of  forty  days  that  they 
will  be  treated  as  alien  enemies :  Provided,  however,  That  this  procla- 
mation shall  not  be  considered  as  applicable  during  the  existing  war 
to  citizens  of  the  Cnited  States  residing  within  the  Confederate 
States  with  intent  to  become  citizens  thereof  and  who  shall 
make  a  declaration  of  such  intention  in  du£  form,  acknowl- 
edging the  authority  oi  this  Government;  nor  shall  this  proc- 
lamation be  considered  as  extending  to  citizens  of  the  States  of 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  and  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory south  of  Kansas,  who  shall  not  be  chargeable  with  actual  hostil- 
ity or  other  crime  against  the  public  safety  and  who  shall  acknowl- 
edge the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim  and  make  known  that  I  hare  established 
the  rules  and  regulations  hereto  annexed  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  said  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  at  the  city  of  Richmond  on  this  14th  day  of  August,  A  .D. 
1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President, 
R.  M.  T.  Ht-nter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Regulations  Respecting  Alien  Enemies. 

The  following  regulations  are  hereby  established  respecting  alien 
enemies,  imder  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  8th  August,  1861, 
entitled  "An  act  respecting  alien  enemies." 

First.  Immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  40  days 
from  the  date  of  the  foregoing  proclamation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  several  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and  other  officers  of  the 
Confederate  States  to  make  complaint  against  any  aliens  or  alien 
enemies  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  act  aforesaid,  to  the  end 
that  the  several  courts  of  the  Confederate  States  and  of  each  State 
having  jurisdiction  may  order  the  rem/wal  of  such  aliens  or  alien 
enemies  beyond  the  territory  of  the  Confederate  States  or  their 
restraint  and  confinement  according  to  the  terms  of  said  law. 

Second.  The  marshals  of  the  Confederate  States  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  apprehend  all  aliens  against  whom  complaints  may  be  made 
under  said  law  and  to  hold  them  in  strict  custody  until  the  final  order 
of  the  court,  taking  special  care  that  such  aliens  obtain  no  infor- 
mation that  could  possibly  be  made  useful  to  the  enemy. 

Third.  Whenever  the  removal  of  any  alien  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Confederate  States  is  ordered  by  any  competent  authority,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  said  law,  the  marshal  shall  proceed  to'  execute 
the  order  in  person  or  by  deputy  or  other  discreet  person,  in  such 
manner  as  to  prevent  the  alien  so  removed  from  obtaining  any  in- 
formation that  could  be  used  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Fourth.  Any  alien  who  shall  return  to  these  States  during  the  war, 
after  having  been  removed  therefrom  under  the  provisions  of  said 
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law,  shall  be  regarded  and  treated  as  an  alien  enemy,  and  if  made 
prisoner,  shall  be  at  once  delivered  over  to  the  nearest  military  au- 
thority to  be  dealt  with  as  a  spy  or  as  n  prisoner  of  war  as  the  case 
may  require. 


Resolutions  of  thanks. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  cor- 
dially given,  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  and  General  Gustave 
T.  Beauregard,  and  to  the  officers  and  troops  under  their  command, 
for  the  great  and  signal  victory  obtained  by  them  over  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  far  exceeding  them  in  number  in  the  battle 
of  the  twenty-first  of  July,  at  Manassas ;  and  for  the  gallantry,  cour- 
age, and  endurance  evinced  by  them  in  a  protracted  and  continuous 
struggle  of  more  than  ten  hours;  a  victory,  the  great  results  of  which 
will  be  realized  in  the  future  successes  of  the  war,  and  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  Congress,  entitles  all  who  contributed  to  it  to  the  grati- 
tude of  their  country. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  made  known 
in  appropriate  general  orders,  by  the  generals  in  command,  to  the 
officers  and  troops  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 

Approved  August  6.  1861. 


"Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  vouchsafe  to  the  arms 
of  the  Confederate  States  another  glorious  and  important  victory  in 
a  portion  of  the  country  where  a  reverse  would  have  been  disastrous 
by  exposing  the  families  of  the  good  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  the  unbridled  license  of  the  brutal  soldiery  of  an  unscrupulous 
enemy:  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  That  the 
thanks  of  Congress  are  cordially  tendered  to  Brigadier-General  Ben 
McCulloch  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  brave  command  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  defeating,  after  a  battle  of  six  hours  and  a 
half,  a  force  of  the  enemy  equal  in  numbers  and  greatly  superior  in 
all  their  appointments,  thus  proving  that  a  right  cause  nerves  the 
hearts  and  strengthens  the  arms  of  the  Southern  people,  fighting, 
as  the}'  are.  for  their  liberty,  their  homes,  and  firesides,  against  an 
unholy  despotism. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  General  Mc- 
Culloch and  his  gallant  troops  are  entitled  to  and  will  receive  the 
grateful  thanks  of  our  people. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  communicated 
to  that  command  by  the  proper  department. 

Approved  August  22,  1861. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

to  Pierre  A.  Rost,  greeting: 

Beposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity,  prudence, 
and  ability,  I  have  nominated,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
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consent  of  the  Senate,  do  appoint  you,  the  said  Pierre  A.  Rost,  of 
Louisiana,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  the  Kingdom  of  Spain, 
authorizing  you  hereby  to  do  and  perform  all  such  matters  and 
things,  as  to  the  said  place  of  office  doth  appertain,  or  as  may  be 
duly  given  vou  in  charge  hereafter,  and  the  said  office  to  hold  and 
exercise  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  the  time  being. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  24th  day  of 
August  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-one. 

|  seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President. 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
,  Secretary  of  State. 

Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Spain,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  Pierre  A.  Rost,  I  have  appointed  him 
special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Spain  and  have  invested  him  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  and 
authoritj'  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  meet 
and  to  confer  with  any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  being  furnished  with  like  power  and  author- 
ity, and  with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  con- 
cerning all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  nations;  and  to 
conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions, 
touching  the  premises;  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President  of 
the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  24th  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
;  Secretary  of  State. 


His  Excellency  Tier  Catholic  Majesty's  Minister  of  Foreign  A  fairs. 
Sir:  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  animated  by  a 
desire  to  unite  and  bind  together  our  respective  countries  by  friendly 
ties,  has  appointed  Pierre  A.  Rost,  one  of  our  most  esteemed  and 
trustworthy  citizens,  as  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  the  Government  of  Spain;  and  I  have  now  the  Honor  to 
introduce  him  to  your  Excellency  and  to  ask  for  him  a  reception 
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and  treatment  corresponding  to  his  station   and  to  the   purposes 
for  which  he  is  sent. 

Hoping  that  through  his  agency  these  may  be  accomplished,  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  assur- 
ance of  mv  distinguished  consideration. 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  24  August,  1861. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Spain,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  Pierre  A.  Eost,  I  have  appointed  him 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  and  have  invested  him  with 
full  and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority  for  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Confederate  States  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person  or 
persons,  duly  authorized  bj"  the  Spanish  Government,  being  fur- 
nished with  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to 
agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  concerning  all  matters  and  sub- 
jects interesting  to  both  nations,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty 
or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions,  touching  the  premises,  trans- 
mitting the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his 
final  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  mv  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  24th  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1861. 

iSEAL.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

>y  the  President : 
E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Richmond,  24  August,  1861. 
Great  and  Good  Friend:  Animated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire 
to  establish  and  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  I  have 
for  that  purpose  selected  Pierre  A.  Eost,  esq.,  one  of  our  most  intelli- 
gent, esteemed,  and  worthy  citizens,  and  have  commissioned  him  as 
envov  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confed- 
erate" States,  to  reside  near  the  court  of  your  Catholic  Majesty.  He 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  your  Majesty  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  full  credence  to 
whatever  representations  he  may  make  in  its  behalf. 

May  God  preserve  your  Majesty  in  His  safe  and  holy  keeping. 
Your  good  friend, 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Her  Catholic  Majesty  Isabella  II, 

Queen  of  Spain,  etc. 
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Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  sh<ill  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Pierre  A.  Rost.  is  proceeding 
to  Madrid  as  a  special  commissioner  of  this  Government. 

These  are,  therefore,  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  permit 
him  and  the  persons  or  his  suite  to  pass  freely  without  let  or  molesta- 
tion, and  to  extend  to  him  all  such  friendly  aid  and  protection  as 
would  be  extended  to  special  commissioners  of  foreign  countries 
reserting  to  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  signed  my  name 
and  caused  the  seal  of  this  department  to  be  affixed  at  Richmond,  this 
24th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

Jefferson  Davis.  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  reposing  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  the  Hon.  James 
M.  Mason,  I  have  appointed  him  special  commissioner  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  have  invested  him  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  and  author- 
ity for  and  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  meet  and  confer 
with  any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, being  furnished  with  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him 
or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  concerning  all  mat- 
ters and  subjects  interesting  to  both  nations,  and  to  conclude  and 
sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions,  touching  the 
premises,  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  mv  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  24th  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

Bv  the  President : 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


His  Excellency  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
Sir:  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  animated  by  a 
desire  to  unite  and  bind  together  our  respective  countries  by  friendly 
ties,  has  appointed  the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  one  of  our  most  es- 
teemed and  trustworthy  citizens,  as  special  commissioner  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  the  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  introduce  him  to  your  Excellency  and  to 
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ask  for  him  a  reception  and  treatment  corresponding  to  his  station 
and  to  the  purposes  for  which  he  is  sent. 

Hoping  that,  through  his  agency,  these  may  be  accomplished  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  24  August,  186 J. 


Jefferson  Daris,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  to  ichom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  the  Hon.  James  M. 
Mason,  I  have  appointed  him  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  have  invested  him  with  full  and 
all  manner  of  power  and  authority  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  meet  and  to  confer  with  any  person  or  persons 
duly  authorized  by  the  British  Government,  being  furnished  with 
like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  con- 
sult, and  negotiate  concerning  all  matters  and  subjects  interesting 
to  both  nations;  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  con- 
vention or  conventions,  touching  the  premises :  transmitting  the  same 
to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confed- 
erate States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Ghren  under  mv  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  24th  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

Bv  the  president : 

E.  M.  T.  Huxter,- 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richmond,  24  August,  1861. 

Great  and  Good  Friend:  Animated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire 
to  establish  and  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  I  have  for  that  purpose  selected  the  Hon.  James 
M.  Mason,  one  of  our  most  intelligent,  esteemed,  and  worthy  citi- 
zens, and  have  commissioned  him  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  reside  near  the 
court  of  your  Majesty. 

He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  your  Majesty  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  full 
credence  to  whatever  representations  he  may  make  in  its  behalf. 
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May  God  preserve  your  Majesty  in  His  safe  and  holy  keeping. 

*  Your  good  friend, 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Victoria, 

Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of 

■   Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  etc. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 

To  all  to  whom  these  -presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that  the  bearer  hereof,  James  M.  Mason,  Esq.,  is  pro- 
ceeding to  London  as  special  commissioner  of  this  Government. 

These  are  therefore  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  permit 
him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite' to  pass  freely  without  let  or  moles- 
tation and  to  extend  to  him  -all  such  friendly  aid  and  protection  as 
would  be  extended  to  special  commissioners  of  foreign  countries 
resorting  to  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  signed  my  name 
and  caused  the  seal  of  this  department  to  be  affixed,  at  Richmond, 
this  24th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 


Jefferson  Davis.  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integ- 
rity, ability,  and  punctuality  of  James  E.  Macfarland,  I  have  ap- 
pointed him  secretary  of  legation  at  London,  and  do  authorize  and 
empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfill  the  duties  of  that  office  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office,  with  all  the 
powers,  privileges,  and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  appertain- 
ing unto  him,  the  said  James  E.  Macfarland,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made 
patent  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  24th  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

Bv  the  President : 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye  that,  for  the  purposes  of  establishing  friendlv  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Empire  of 
France,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  the  Hon.  John  Slidell,  I  have  appointed 
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him  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  Empire 
of  France,  and  have  invested  him  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power 
and  authority  for,  and  in  the  name  of,  the  Confederate  States  to 
meet  and^  confer  with  any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  the 
French  Government,  being  furnished  with  like  power  and  authority, 
and  with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  con- 
cerning all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  nations,  and 
to  conclude  and  to  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conven- 
tions, touching  the  premises ;  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  24th  (lav  of 
August,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

Bv  the  President : 

K.  MT.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


His  Excellency  Ilis  Imperial  Majesty's  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Sir:  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  animated  by  a  desire 
to  unite  and  bind  together  our  respective  countries  by  friendly  ties, 
has  appointed  the  Hon.  John  Slidell,  one  of  our  most  esteemed  and 
trustworthy  citizens,  as  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  the  Government  of  France,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
introduce  him  to  your.  Excellency,  and  to  ask  for  him  a  reception  and 
a  treatment  corresponding  to  his  station,  and  to  the  purposes  for 
which  he  is  sent. 

Hoping  that  through  his  agency  these  may  be  accomplished,  I  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

E.  M    T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  2Jf  August,  1861. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 
ail  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Empire  of 
France,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  the  Hon.  John  Slidell,  I  have  appointed 
him  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  the  Empire  of  France,  and  have  invested  him 
with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority  for,  and  in  the 
name  of,  the  Confederate  States,  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person 
or  persons,  duly  authorized  by  the  French  Government,  being  fur- 
nished with  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to  agree, 
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treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  concerning  all  matters  and  subjects 
interesting  to  both  nations;  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or 
treaties,  convention  or  conventions  touching  the  premises,  transmit- 
ting the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final 
ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  24th  day  of 
August.  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

15}'  the  President. 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 


Richmond,  24  August,  1S61. 
Great  and  Good  Friend:  Animated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire 
to  establish  and  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Empire  of  France,  I  have 
for  that  purpose  selected  the  Hon.  John  Slidell,  one  of  our  most 
intelligent,  esteemed,  and  worthy  citizens,  and  have  commissioned 
him  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  to  reside  near  the  court  of  your  Imperial  Majesty., 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  Confeder- 
acy, and  your  Majesty  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  full  credence 
to  whatever  representations  he  may  make  in  its  behalf. 

May  God  preserve  your  Majesty  in  His  safe  and  holy  keeping. 
Your  good  friend, 

Jefferson  Davis. 
His  Imperial  Majesty  Napoleon  III, 

Emperor  of  the  French,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

department  of  State. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that  the  bearer  hereof,  John  Slidell.  Est].,  is  proceeding  to 
Paris  as  special  commissioner  of  this  Government. 

These  are  therefore  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  per- 
mit him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  to  pass  freely  without  let  or 
molestation,  and  to  extend  to  him  all  such  friendlv  aid  and  pro- 
tection as  would  be  extended  to  special  commissioners  of  foreign 
countries  resorting  to  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  siened  my  name 
and  caused  the  seal  of  this  department  to  be  affixedfat  Eichmond 
this  24th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1861. 

TSEAL-]  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Jefferson  Davits,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  w ho. shall  see  these  presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity, ability,  and  punctuality  of  George  Eustis,  1  have  appointed 
him  secretary  of  legation  at  Paris,  and  do  authorize  and  empower 
him  to  execute  and  fulfill  the  duties  of  that  office  according  to  law, 
and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining  unto  him.  the 
said  George  Eustis,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made 
patent,  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederat«  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  mv  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  24th  day  of 
August.  A.  D.  186L 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

15v  the  President. 

K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  to  vhoiu  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Spain,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  Pierre  A.  Post,  William  L.  Yancey,  and  A. 
Dudley  Mann.  I  have  appointed  them  special  commissioners  of  the 
Confederate  States  to  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  and  have  invested 
them,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  in  the  case  of  the  death,  absence,  or 
disability  of  any  two,  any  one  of  them,  with  full  and  all  manner 
of  power  and  authority  for,  and  in  the  name  of,  the  Confederate 
States,  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person  or  persons  duly  au- 
thorized by  the  Spanish  Government,  being  furnished  with  like 
power  and  authority  and  with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult, 
and  negotiate  concerning  all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to 
both  nations;  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  conven- 
tion or  conventions  touching  the  premises;  transmitting  the  same 
to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  he  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  mv  hand,  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  24th  day  of 
August.  A.  D.  1SG1. 

[seal.]  Jeffekson  Davis. 

By  the  President, 

R.  M.  T.  HrxTER, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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A  PROCLAMATION. 

Bx  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Whereas  through  accident  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
continue  the  appointments  made  by  him  in  the  military  and  naval 
service  during  the  recess  of  Congress  or  the  present  session,  and 
to  submit  them  to  Congress  at  its  next  session,  failed  to  be  delivered 
to  the  President  for  his  signature  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress; and 

Whereas  the  failure  of  said  bill  to  become  a  law  would  cause 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  public  service: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  convoking  the  Congress  of 
the  Confederate  States  for  the  transaction  of  business,  at  the  Capi- 
tol, in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  at  12  o'clock 
noon  of.  that  day,  of  which  all  who  shall  at  that  time  be  entitled  to 
act  as  members  of  that  body  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States,  at 
Richmond,  this  2d  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal. j  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President: 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,,  September  3,  1861. 
Sir  : 

******* 

This  letter  will  be  handed  to  Your  Excellency  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Quin- 
tero.  by  whose  ability  and  discretion  you  are  already  favorably 
impressed,  and  in  whom  this  Government  places  entire  confidence. 

He  is  instructed  to  reside  at  Monterey  as  the  confidential  agent  of 
this  Government,  for  purposes  which  he  will  fully  explain  to  your 
Excellency  in  person. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  assure  you  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 


R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of 

Governor  of  New  teon  and  f'oahuila,  etc. 


Secretary  of  State. 
-His  Excellency  Santiago  Vidaurri, 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  September  -S,  1861. 

Sir:  The  report  of  your  recent  mission  to  the  governor  of  New 

If  on  and  the  accompanying  papers  have  received  the  entire  approval 

ot  this  department,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 

the  1  resident,  appreciating  the  skill,  prudence,  and  ability  which 
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you  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty,  has  appointed  you 
confidential  agent  of  this  Government  in  northeastern  Mexico,  to 
reside  at  Monterey. 

******* 
I  remain,  sir.  yours,  respectfully, 

Wm,  M.  Browne, 
AsDMtant  Secretary  of  State. 
J.  A.  Quintero,  Esq. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  the  Sovereign  Disposer  of 
events,  to  protect  and  defend  the  Confederate  States  hitherto  in  their 
conflict  with  their  enemies  and  to  be  unto  them  a  shield ;  and 

Whereas  with  grateful  thanks  we  recognize  His  hand  and  ac- 
knowledge that  not  unto  us  but  unto  Him  belongeth  the  victory; 
.and  in  humble  dependence  upon  His  almighty  strength,  and  trusting 
in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  appeal  to  Him.  that  He  may  set  at 
naught  the  efforts  of  our  enemies  and  put  them  to  confusion  and 
shame : 

Now,  therefore.  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  in  view  of  the  impending  conflict,  do  hereby  set  apart  Friday, 
the  loth  day  of  November,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and 
prayer ;  and  T  do  hereby  invite  the  reverend  clergy  and  the  people  of 
these  Confederate  States  to  repair  on  that  day  to  their  usual  places 
of  public  worship  and  to  implore  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon 
our  arms,  that  He  may  give  us  victory  over  our  enemies,  preserve 
our  homes  and  altars  from  pollution,  and  secure  to  us  the  restoration 
of  peace  and  prosperity. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  at 
Richmond,  this  31st  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  abilities 
and  integrity  of  Henry  Hotze.  I  do  appoint  him  commercial  agent 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  London,  and  do  authorize 
and  empower  him  to  have  and  to  hold  said  office  and  to  exercise  and 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  preeminences,  privileges,  and  authorities  to  the 
same  of  right  appertaining,  he  demanding  and  receiving  no  fee  or 
perquisites  of  office  whatever  which  shall  not  be  expressly  established 
by  some  law  of  the  said  Confederate  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  this  14th  dav  of  November.  A.  D. 
1861. 

[seal.]  R.  M.  T.  HrxTKi:, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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PROCLAMATION. 
By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Whereas  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  approved  this  the  28th  day  of  November,  1801,  provides 
that  "the  State  of  Missouri  be,  and  is  herebj',  admitted  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States  of  the  Confederacy,  under  the  Constitution 
for  the  provisional  government  of  the  same  "  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  making  known  to 
all  whom  it  may  concern  that  the  admission  of  the  said  State  of 
Missouri  into  the  Confederacy  is  complete  and  that  the  laws  of  the 
Confederacy  are  extended  over  said  State  as  fully  and  completely 
as  over  the  other  States  now  composing  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  affixed  at  Richmond  this 
28th  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1861. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Resolutions  of  thanks. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
Anwrica,  That  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States 
are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Major-General  Ster- 
ling Price  and  the  Missouri  army  under  his  command,  for  the  gallant 
conduct  they  have  displayed  throughout  their  service  in  the  present 
war,  and  especially  for  the  skill,  fortitude,  and  courage  bv  which 
they  gained  the  brilliant  achievement  at  Lexington,  Mo.,  resulting, 
on  the  20th  day  of  September  last,  in  the  reduction  of  that  town  and 
the  surrender  of  the  entire  Federal  Armv  there  employed. 

lie  it  resolved  further,  That  a  copv  of  this  resolution  be  communi- 
cated by  the  President  to  General  Price,  and,  through  him  to  the 
army  then  under  his  command. 

Approved  December  3,  1861. 


"N  hereas,  under  the  providence  of  God,  the  valor  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  Confederate  States  has  added  another  glorious  victory 
achieved  at  Belmont,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  on  7th  day  of  No- 
vember last,  to  those  which  had  been  so  graciously  vouchsafed  to 
our  arms,  whereby  the  reduction  of  Columbus,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, has  been  prevented,  and  the  contemplated  descent  of  the 
enemy,  down  the  Mississippi  River  effectually  stayed;  therefore, 

he   tt  waived  by   the   Congress   of   the    Confederate   States   of 
Ammca,  lhat  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  most  heartily  tendered  to 
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Major-General  Leonidas  Polk,  Brigadier-General  Gideon  J.  Pillow, 
Brigadier-General  Benjamin  F.  Cheatham,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  their  gallant  commands  for  the  desperate  courage  they 
exhibited  in  sustaining  for  several  hours,  and  under  most  dis- 
advantageous circumstances,  an  attack  by  a  force  of  the  enemy 
greatly  superior  to  their  own,  both  in  numbers  and  appointments; 
and  for  the  skill  and  gallantry  by  Avhich  they  converted  what  at  first 
threatened  so  much  disaster,  into'a  triumphant  victory. 

Resolved  further.  That  these  resolutions  are  intended  to  express 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  grateful  and  admiring  sentiment  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  Confederacy. 

Resolved  further.  That  they  be  communicated  to  the  commands 
of  Major-General  Polk,  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Cheatham  by  the  proper  department  of  the  Government. 

Approved  December  6,  1861. 


Be  it  resolved  hy  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Brigadier-General  N.  G.  Evans,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command,  for  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by  them  over 
largely  superior  forces  of  the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  Leesburg. 

Approved  December  18,  1861. 


First.  Resolved  hi;  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Colonel  Edward  Johnson,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  at  the  summit  of 
Alleghany  Mountain,  in  Virginia,  on  the  13th  day  of  December, 
1861.  when  for  more  than  six  hours  they,  with  remarkable  courage  and 
constancy,  sustained  an  assault  made  upon  their  position  by  four- 
fold their  number,  and  finally  drove  the  enemy  in  disorder,  and  with 
heavy  loss,  from  the  field. 

Second.  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  communicated  to  said 
command  by  the  Secretary  of  "War,  and  be  made  known  in  general 
orders. 

Approved  January  10,  1862. 


PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  or  the  Confederate  States  or  America. 

Whereas  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica, entitled  "An  act  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Arizona,"  was  ap- 
proved bv  me  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

And  whereas  it  is  therein  declared  that  the  provisions  of  the  act 
are  suspended  until  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  shall 
issue  his  proclamation  declaring  the  act  to  be  in  full  force  and  oper- 
ation and  shall  proceed  to  appoint  the  officers  therein  provided  to 
be  appointed  in  and  for  said  territory. 
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Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation  declaring  said  act 
to  organise  the  Territory  of  Arizona  to  be  in  full  force  and  opera- 
tion and  that  I  have  proceeded  to  appoint  the  officers  therein  pro- 
vided to  be  appointed  in  and  for  said  Territory. 

Given  under  niv  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  at  Richmond,  this  14th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

Bv  the  president : 
'    E.  M.  T.  HrxTER, 

Secretary  of  State, 

PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  tiie  President  of  the  Confederate  States, 
a  proclamation. 

To  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States: 

The  termination  of  the  Provisional  Government  offers  a  fitting 
occasion  again  to  present  ourselves  in  humiliation,  prayer,  and 
thanksgiving  before  that  God  who  has  safely  conducted  us  through, 
our  first  year  of  national  existence.  We  have  been  enabled  to  lay 
anew  the*  foundations  of  free  government  and  to  repel  the  efforts 
of  our  enemies  to  destroy  us.  Law  has  everywhere  reigned  supreme, 
and  throughout  our  widespread  limits  personal  liberty  and  private 
right  have  been  duly  honored.  A  tone  of  earnest  piety  has  pervaded 
our  people,  and  the  victories  which  we  have  obtained  over  our  en- 
emies have  been  justty  ascribed  to  Him  who  ruleth  the  universe. 

We  have  hoped  that  the  year  would  close  upon  a  scene  of  con- 
tinued prosperity,  but  it  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events 
to  order  it  otherwise.  We  nre  not  permitted  to  furnish  an  exception 
to  the  rule  of  Divine  government,  which  has  prescribed  affliction 
as  the  discipline  of  nations  as  well  as  of  individuals.  Our  faith  and 
perseverance  must  be  tested,  and  the  chastening  which  seemeth 
grievous  will,  if  rightly  received,  bring  forth  its  appropriate  fruit. 

It  is  meet  and  right,  therefore,  that  we  should  repair  to  the  only 
Giver  of  all  victory,  and,  humbling  ourselves  before  him,  should 
pray  that  he  may  strengthen  our  confidence  in  his  mighty  power 
and  righteous  judgment.  Then  may  we  surely  trust  in  him  that  he 
will  perform  his  promise  and  encompass  us  as  with  a  shield. 

In  this  trust,  and  to  this  end,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the 
Confederate  States,  do  hereby  set  apart  Friday,  the  28th  day  of 
February,  instant,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer;  and 
I  do  hereby  invite  the  reverend  clergy  and  people  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  repair  to  their  respective  places  of  public  worship  to 
humble  themselves  before  Almighty  God,  and  pray  for  his  protec- 
tion and  favor  to  our  beloved  country,  and  that  we  mav  be  saved 
from  our  enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us." 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  Confederate  States,  at  Rich- 
mond, this  20th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862. 

fL-  s-]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 

William  M.  Browne, 

Secretary  of  State,  ad  in. 
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By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States, 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  has  by  law  vested 
in  the  President  the  power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  cities  in  danger  of  attack  by  the  enemy : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  extended 
over  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  and  the  surrounding 
country  to  the  distance  of  10  miles  from  said  cities,  and  all  civil 
jurisdiction  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  suspended  within  the  limits  aforesaid. 

This  proclamation  will  remain  in  force  until  otherwise  ordered. 

In  faith  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  the 
city  of  Richmond,  on  this  -27th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1SC2. 

Jefferson  Davis. 

War  Department, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  March  J,  1862. 

Sir  :  Martial  law  having  been  declared  in  Norfolk  under  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  he  desires  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  vari- 
ous measures  which  he  hopes  will  at  once  be  vigorously  executed: 

First.  Some  leading  and  reliable  citizen  to  be  appointed  provost 
marshal  in  Norfolk  and  another  in  Portsmouth.  In  the  former  city 
lie  suggests  the  mayor,  said  to  be  a  zealous  friend  of  our  cause. 

Second.  All  arms  to  be  required  to  be  given  up  by  the  citizens; 
private  arms  to  be  paid  for. 

Third.  The  whole  male  population  to  be  enrolled  for  military 
service:  all  stores  and  shops  to  be  closed  at  12  or  1  o'clock  and  the 
whole  of  the  citizens  forced  to  drill  and  undergo  instruction. 

Fourth.  The  citizens  so  enrolled  to  be  armed  with  the  arms  given 
up  and  with  those  of  infantry  now  in  service  at  batteries. 

Fifth.  Send  away  as  rapidly  as  can  be  done,  without  causing 
panic,  all  women  and  children,  and  reduce  your  population  to  such 
as  can  aid  in  defense. 

Sixth.  Give  notice  that  all  merchandise,  cotton,  tobacco,  etc.,  not 
wanted  for  military  use  be  sent  away  within  the  given  time  or  it 
will  be  destroyed. 

Seventh.  Imprison  all  persons  against  whom  there  is  well- 
grounded  suspicion  of  disloyalty. 

Eighth.  Purchase  all  supplies  in  the  district  that  can  be  made 
useful  for  your  army,  allowing  none  to  be  carried  away  that  you 
might  want' in  the  event  that  the  city  is  beleagured. 

In  executing  these  orders  you  will,  of  course,  use  your  own  dis- 
cretion so  to  act  as  to  avoid  creating  panic  as  far  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Major-General  B.  Huger, 

Norfolk,  Ya. 
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General  Orders,!  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

Xo.  8.  f  Richmond,  March  1,  18G2. 

I.  The  following  proclamation  of  the  President  is  published  for 
the  information  of  all  concerned: 

a  proclamation. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  law  to  declare  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  cities  threatened 
with  invasion : 

I.  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  hereby  extended  over  the  city  of 
Richmond  and  the  adjoining  and  surrounding  country  to  the  distance 
of  10  miles;  and  I  do  proclaim  the  suspension  of  all  civil  jurisdic- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  the 
suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  within  the 
said  city  and  surrounding  country  to  the  distance  aforesaid. 

In  faith  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  my  seal 
at  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  this  1st  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1862. 
[l.  s.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

II.  Brigadier-General  J.  H.  Winder,  commanding  Department  of 
Henrico,  is  charged  with  the  due  execution  of  the  foregoing  proc- 
lamation. He  will  forthwith  establish  an  efficient  military  police 
and  will  enforce  the  following  orders: 

All  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  is  positively  prohibited,  and 
the  distilleries  will  forthwith  be  closed.  The  sale  of  spirituous  liq- 
uors of  any  kind  is  also  prohibited,  and  the  establishments  for  the 
sale  thereof  will  be  closed. 

III.  All  persons  infringing  the  abo.ve  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  b}'  the  sentence  of  a  court-martini, 
provided  that  no  sentence  to  hard  labor  for  more  than  one  month 
shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  as 
directed  in  the  sixty-seventh  article  of  war. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


General  Orders,  1  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Henrico, 

No.  1.  J  Richmond,  Va.,  March  2,  1SG2. 

I.  By  virtue  of  the  authority  conferred  by  General  Orders,  Xo.  8, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  March  1.  1862,  Captain  A. 
C.  Godwin,  is  appointed  provost  marshal  of  the  city  of  Richmond 
and  the  adjoining  and  surrounding  country  for  the*  distance  of  10 
miles. 

II.  All  distillation  and  distribution  of  spiritous  liquors  is  prohib- 
ited by  the  proclamation  of  the  President.  The  provost  marshal  will 
take  immediate  and  effective  steps  to  enforce  this  order,  and  all 
persons  found  transgressing,  either  by  the  distillation,  sale,  giving 
away,  or  in  any  manner  disposing  of  spirituous  liquors  will  be  prose- 
cuted to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  law. 
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III.  All  persons  of  every  degree,  except  those  in  the  service  of 
the  State  or  Confederate  States,  having:  arms  in  their  possession 
■will  deliver  the  same  to  the  Ordnance  Department  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  March,  1862,  otherwise  they  will  be  seized  and  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  provost  marshal.  '  All  public  arms  not  in  the  pub- 
lic service  will  be  receipted  for,  and  all  private  arms  will  be  paid 
for. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  John  H.  Winder,  commanding,  etc.: 

L.  R.  Pahe, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Geiieral. 


General  Orders,  1  War  Department. 

Xo.  11.  J  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

Richmond,  March  8,  18G2. 
I.  The  following  proclamation  is  published  for  the  information 
of  all  concerned : 

a  proclamation. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  law  to  declare  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  cities  threatened 
with  invasion : 

I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  hereby  extended  over  the  city  of 
Petersburg  and  the  adjoining  and  surrounding  country  to  the  dis- 
tance of  10  miles;  and  I  do  proclaim  the  suspension  of  all  civil  juris- 
diction (with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and 
that  enabling  the  courts  to  take  cognizance  of  the  probate  of  wills, 
the  administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  qualifica- 
tions of  guardians,  to  enter  decrees  and  orders  for  the  partitioning 
and  sale  of  property,  to  make  orders  concerning  roads  and  bridges, 
to  assess  county  levies,  and  to  order  the  payment  of  county  dues), 
and  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
within  the  said  city  and  surrounding  country  to  the  distance  afore- 
said. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  my 
seal  on  the  8th  clay  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two. 

[l.  s.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

IT.  William  Pannill  is  appointed  provost  marshal,  and  is  charged 
with  the  due  execution  of  the  foregoing  proclamation.  He  will 
forthwith  establish  an  efficient  military  police,  and  will  enforce  the 
following  orders: 

All  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  is  positively  prohibited,  and 
the  distilleries  will  forthwith  be  closed.  The  sale  of  spirituous 
liquor  or  any  kind  is  also  prohibited,  and  the  establishments  for 
the  sale  thereof  will  be  closed. 

III.  All  persons  infringing  the  above  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial, 
provided  that  no  sentence  to  hard  labor  for  more  than  one  month 
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shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  as 
directed  in  the  sixty-seventh  Article  of  War. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


General  Orders,  1  War  Department, 

No.  15.  J  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gex.'s  Office, 

Richmond,  March  H,  1SG2. 
I.  The  following  proclamation  is  published  for  the  information 
of  all  concerned: 

a  proclamation. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  law  to  declare  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus: 

I.  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  hereby  extended  over  the  counties 
of  Elizabeth  City,  York.  Warwick,  Gloucester,  and  Mathews  (in 
Virginia),  and  I  do  proclaim  the  suspension  of  all  civil  jurisdiction 
(with  the  exception  of  that  enabling  the  courts  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  probate  of  wills,  the  administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons,  the  qualification  of  guardians,  to  enter  decrees  and  orders 
for  the  partition  and  sale  of  property,  to  make  orders  concerning 
roads  and  bridges,  to  assess  county  levies,  and  to  order  the  payment 
of  county  dues),  and  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  the  counties  aforesaid. 

In  faith  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  my 
seal  this  14th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1862. 

Jefferson  Davis.  . 

II.  Major-General  Magruder,  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Pen- 
insula, is  charged  with  the  due  execution  of  the  foregoing  procla- 
mation. He  will  forthwith  establish  an  efficient  military  police  and 
will  enforce  the  following  orders : 

III.  All  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  is  positively  prohibited, 
and  the  distilleries  will  forthwith  be  clc  -nl.  The  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  of  any  kind  is  also  prohibited,  and  establishments  for  the 
sale  thereof  will  be  closed. 

IV.  All  persons  infringing  the  above  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial, 
provided  that  no  sentence  to  hard  labor  *ir  more  than  one  month 
shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  as 
directed  by  the  sixty-seventh  article  of  war. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General. 


WILLIAM    L.    YANCEY, 
Confederate  States  Commissioner  to  Spain    1861-1862. 
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[For  secret  session.] 

No.  1.]  Executive  Department, 

Richmond,  March  7,  18G&. 
I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  ad  in- 
terim, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  representatives  of 
the  6th  instant. 

Jefferson  Davis. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  Enclosure.] 

No.  19.]  Department  of  State. 

Richmond,  March  7]  1862. 

The  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting 
the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body  "  if  he  shall  deem  it  com- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  any  information  which  he  may 
possess  touching  the  presence  of  certain  foreign  vessels  in  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  at  this  time,  and  especially  whether  these 
vessels  are  probably  here  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  cotton  or 
tobacco  from  the  Confederate  States,"  has  the  honor  to  inform  the 
President  that  three  war  steamers  of  the  Navy  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  the  Pomo-ne,  Catincit,  and  Gassendi  have  been  within 
a  few  weeks  at  Hampton  Roads,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  ad 
interim  has  authentic  information  that  one  of  these  vessels  is  to  be 
stationed  at  or  near  Charleston  to  protect  the  French  consul  in  case 
of  an  attack  on  that  city  by  the  United  States,  that  another  has  sailed, 
or  is  about  to  sail,  to  the  West  Indies;  that  the  third  will  be  em- 
ployed temporarily  to  convey  dispatches  between  the  ministers  of 
France  and  England,  at  Washington,  and  their  consuls  at  ports 
of  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  it  was  never  intended  that  these 
vessels,  or  any  of  them,  should  be  employed  in  exporting  cotton  or 
tobacco  from  the  Confederate  States. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M.  Browne. 

Resolutions  of  thanks. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  cordially  ten- 
dered, to  Captain  Buchanan  and  all  under  his  command  for  their 
unsurpassed  gallantry,  as  displayed  in  the  recent  successful  attack 
upon  the  naval  forces  of  the  enemy  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Approved  March  12,  1862. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  22,  18G2. 
Sir:  I  herewith  tender  my  resignation  of  the  post  of  commis- 
sioner to  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  which  I  was  appointed  by  your 
Excellency    on    the    16th   March,    1851.      The   resignation    to   take 
effect  on  this  day. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.   Yancey. 
His  Excellency  The  President. 
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General  Orders,  1  War  Department, 

No.  18.  J  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gex.'s  Office, 

Richmond,  March  20,  18G2. 
I.  The  following  proclamation  is  published  for  the  information 
of  all  concerned : 

a  proclamation. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  law  to  declare  the  sus- 
pension of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus : 

I.  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  hereby  extended  over  the  counties  of 
Greenbrier,  Pocahontas,  Bath,  Alleghany.  Monroe,  Mercer.  Raleigh, 
Fayette,  Nicholas,  and  Randolph  (in  Virginia),  and  1  do  proclaim 
the  suspension  of  all  civil  jurisdiction  (with  the  exception  of  that 
enabling  the  courts  to  take  cognizance  of  the  probate  of  wills,  the 
administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  qualifications 
of  guardians,  to  enter  decrees  and  orders  for  the  partition  and  sale 
of  property,  to  make  orders  concerning  roads  and  bridges,  to  assess 
county  levies,  and  to  order  the  payment  of  county  .dues),  and  the 
suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas-  corpus  in  the 
counties  aforesaid. 

In  faith  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  my 
seal  this  29th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1S62. 

[l.  s.]  Jefferson  Davts. 

II.  Brigadier-General  Henry  Heth  is  charged  witli  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  foregoing  proclamation.  He  will  forthwith  establish 
an  efficient  military  police  and  will  enforce  the  following  orders : 

All  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  is  positively  prohibited,  and 
the  distilleries  will  forthwith  be  closed.  The  sale  of  spirituous  liq- 
uors of  any  kind  is  also  prohibited,  and  establishments  for  the  sale 
thereof  will  be  closed. 

III.  All  persons  infringing  the  above  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial, 
provided  that  no  sentence  to  hard  labor  for  more  than  one  month 
shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  as 
directed  by  the  sixty-seventh  article  of  war. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oencral. 


Executive  Department,  April  1.JS62. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  com- 
munication of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  covering  information 
sought  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  requesting  the  President  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  what  additional  sums  of  money,  if  any,  are, 
in  his  judgment,  necessary  to  the  Departments  of  War  and  Navy  in 
order  to  secure  a  successful  prosecution  of  the  war  and  effective 
defense  of  the  Confederate  States  during  the  time  for  which  Con- 
gress at  its  present  session  should  make  provision. 

.  Jefferson  Davis. 

To  the  honorable  the 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America: 

The  great  importance  of  the  news  first  received  from  Tennessee 
induces  me  to  depart  from  established  usage  and  to  make  to  you 
this  communication  in  advance  of  official  reports. 

From  telegraphic  dispatches  received  from  official  sources  I  am 
able  to  announce  to  you  with  entire  confidence  that  it  has  pleased 
Almighty  God  to  crown  the  Confederate  arms  with  a  glorious  and 
decisive  victory  over  our  invaders. 

On  the  morning  of. the  Gth  instant  the  converging  columns  of  our 
Army  were  combined  by  its  commander-in-chief,  General  A.  S.  John- 
ston, in  an  assault  on  the  Federal  Army,  then  encamped  near  Pitts- 
burg, on  the  Tennessee  River.  After  a  hard-fought  battle  of  10 
hours  the  enemy  was  driven  in  disorder  from  his  position  and  pur- 
sued to  the  Tennessee  River,  where,  under  cover  of  his  gunboats, 
lie  was,  at  the  last  accounts,  endeavoring  to  effect  his  retreat  by  aid 
of  his  transports. 

The  details  of  this  great  battle  are  yet  too  few  and  incomplete  to 
enable  me  to  distinguish  with  merited  praise  all  of  those  who 
may  have  conspicuously  earned  the  right  to  such  distinction,  and  I 
prefer  to  delay  my  own  gratification  in  recommending  them  to  your 
special  notice  rather  than  incur  the  risk  of  wounding  the  feelings 
of  any  by  failing  to  include  them  in  the  list.  "Where  such  a  victory 
has  been  won  over  troops  as  numerous,  as  well  disciplined,  armed, 
and  appointed  as  those  which  have  just  been  so  signally  routed,  we 
may  well  conclude  that  one  common  spirit  of  unflinching  bravery 
and  devotion  to  our  country's  cause  must  have  animated  every  breast, 
from  that  of  the  commanding  general  to  that  of  the  humblest  patriot 
who  served  in  the  ranks. 

There  is  enough  in  the  continued  presence  of  invaders  on  our  soil 
to  chasten  our  exultation  over  this  brilliant  success,  and  to  remind 
us  of  the  grave  duty  of  continued  exertion  until  we  shall  extort  from 
a  proud  and  vainglorious  enemy  the  reluctant  acknowledgment  of 
our  richt  to  self-government.  But  an  all-wise  Creator  has  been 
pleased,  while  vouchsafing  to  us  His  countenance  in  battle,  to  afflict 
us  with  a  severe  dispensation,  to  which  Ave  must  bow  in  humble  sub- 
mission. The  last  lingering  hope  has  disappeared,  and  it  is  but 
too  true  that  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  is  no  more.  The  tale  of 
his  death  is  simply  narrated  in  a  dispatch  first  received  from  Colonel 
William  Preston '  in  the  following  words :  "  General  Johnston  fell 
yesterday  at  half-past  2  o'clock,  while  leading  a  successful  charge, 
turning  the  enemy's  right  and  gaining  a  brilliant  victory.  A  minie 
ball  cut  the  artery  of  his  leg,  but  he  rode  on  till,  from  loss  of  blood, 
he  fell  exhausted* and  died  without  pain  in  a  few  minutes.  His  body 
has  been  intrusted  to  me  by  General  Beauregard,  to  be  taken  to  A'ew 
Orleans,  and  remain  until  directions  are  received  from  his  family." 

My  long  and  close  friendship  with  this  departed  chieftain  and 
patriot  forbids  me  to  trust  myself  in  giving  vent  to  the  feelings  which 
this  sad  intelligence  has  evoked.  Without  doing  injustice  to  the 
living,  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  our  loss  is  irreparable :  and  that 
among  the  shining' hosts  of  the  great  and  the  good  who  now  cluster 
around  the  banner  of  our  country,  there  exists  no  purer  spirit,  no 
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more  heroic  soul  than  that  of  the  illustrious  man  whose  death  I  join 
you  in  lamenting. 

In  his  death  he  has  illustrated  the  character  for  which,  through 
life,  he  was  conspicuous,  that  of  singleness  of  purpose  and  devotion  to 
duty.  With  his  whole  energies  bent  on  attaining  the  victory  which 
he  deemed  essential  to  his  country's  cause,  he  rode  on  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  object,  forgetful  of  self,  while  his  very  lifeblood 
was  fast  ebbing  away.  His  last  breath  cheered  his  comrades  to 
victory.  The  last  sound  he  heard  was  their  shout  of  triumph.  His 
last  thought  was  his  country's,  and  long  and  deeply  will  his  country 
mourn  his  loss. 

April  S.  1862.  Jefferson  Davis. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  /States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
Major-General  Thomas  J.  Jackson  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  a  successful  en- 
gagement with  a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy  near  Kerns- 
town,  Frederick  County,  Virginia,  on  the  23d  day  of  March,  1862. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  communicated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  Major-General  Jackson,  and  by  him  to  his  command. 

Approved  April  9,  1862. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  are  emi- 
nently due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  patriotic  women  of  the 
Confederacy  for  the  energy,  zeal,  and  untiring  devotion  which  they 
have  manifested  in  furnishing  voluntary  contributions  to  our 
soldiers  in  the  field,  and  in  the  various  military  hospitals  throughout 
the  country. 

Approved  April  11,  1862. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  law  to  declare  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus : 

I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  hereby  extended  over  the  Depart- 
ment of  East  Tennessee,  under  command  of  Major-General  E.  K. 
Smith:  and  I  do  proclaim  the  suspension  of  all  civil  jurisdiction 
(with  the  exception  of  that  enabling  the  courts  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  probate  of  wills,  the  administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons,  the  qualification  of  guardians,  to  enter  decrees  and  orders 
for  the  partition  and  sale  of  property,  to  make  orders  concerning 
roads  and  bridges,  to  assess  county  levies,  and  to  order  the  payment 
of  county  dues),  and  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in 
the  department  aforesaid. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  mv 
seal  this  8th  day  of  April,  1862. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 
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II.  Major-General  E.  K.  Smith,  commanding  the  Department  of 
East  Tennessee,  is  charged  with  the  due  execution  of  the  foregoing 
proclamation.  He  av i 1 1  forthwith  establish  an  efficient  military  police, 
and  will  enforce  the  following  orders: 

All  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  is  positively  prohibited,  and 
the  distilleries  will  forthwith  be  closed.  The  sale  of  spirituous  liquors 
of  any  kind  is  also  prohibited,  and  establishments  for  the  sale  thereof 
will  be  closed. 

Ill  All  persons  infringing  the  above  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial, 
provided  that  no  sentence  to  hard  labor  for  more  than  one  month 
shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  as 
directed  by  the  sixty-seventh  article  of  war. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Executive  Department,  April  10, 1862. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 

States. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  covering  a  "  detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer 
Buchanan,  of  the  brilliant  triumph  of  his  squadron  over  the  vastly 
superior  forces  of  the  enemy,  in  Hampton  Roads,  on  the  8th  and 
9th  of  March  last." 

Jefferson  Davis. 

I  Enclosure.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  7,  1862. 
To  the  President. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  suomit  herewith  copy  of  the  detailed  re- 
port *  of  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  of  the  brilliant  triumph  of  his  squad- 
ron over  the  vastly  superior  forces  of  the  enemy,  in  Hampton  Eoads, 
on  the  8th  and  9th  of  March  last,  a  brief  report  by  Lieut.  Jones 
of  the  battle  of  the  8th  having  been  previously  made. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  in  this  con- 
test reflects  unfading  honor  upon  themselves  and  upon  the  Navy. 
The  report  will  be  read  with  deep  interest,  and  its  details  will  not 
fail  to  rouse  the  ardor  and  nerve  the  arms  of  our  gallant  seamen. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Virginia  was  a  novelty  in  naval 
architecture,  wholly  unlike  any  ship  that  ever  floated ;  that  her 
heaviest  guns  were  equal  novelties  in  ordnance;  that  her  motive 
power  and  obedience  to  her  helm  were  untried,  and  her  officers  and 
crew  strangers,  comparatively,  to  the  ship  and  to  each  other;  and 
yet,  under  all  these  disadvantages,  the  dashing  courage  and  consum- 
mate professional  ability  of  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  and  his  asso- 
ciates achieved  the  most  remarkable  victory  which  naval  annals 
record. 

*  See  Series  I,  vol.  7. 
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When  the  flag-officer  was  disabled  the  command  of  the  Virginia 
devolved  upon  her  executive  and  ordnance,  officer,  Lieutenant  Catesby 
ap  R.  Jones,  and  the  cool  and  masterly  manner  in  which  he  fought 
the  ship  in  her  encounter  with  the  ironclad  Monitor  justified  the 
high  estimate  which  the  country  places  upon  his  professional  merit. 

To  his  experience,  skill,  and  untiring  industry  as  her  ordnance 
and  executive  officer  the  terrible  effect  of  her  fire  was  greatly  due. 
Her  battery  was  determined  in  accordance  with  his  suggestions,  and 
in  all  investigations  and  tests,  which  resulted  in  its  thorough  effi- 
ciency, he  was  zealously  engaged. 

The  terms  of  commendation  used  by  the  flag-officer  in  character- 
izing the  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men  meet  the  cordial  indorse- 
ment of  the  department,  and  the  concurrent  testimony  of  thousands 
who  witnessed  the  engagement  places  his  own  conduct  above  all 
praise. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Maleory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  10, 18G2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  (Confederate  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  sub- 
mitting a  proposition  for  the  construction  of  ironclad  vessels  in 
Europe,  and  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

Jefferson  Davis. 
[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 


Executive  Department,  April  11,  1SG2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  of  the.  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, supplementary  to  a  report  previously  submitted,  and  covering 
certain  documents  relative  to  "  frauds  perpetrated  on  the  revenues  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  by  the  Southern  Express  Company." 

I  recommend  that  the  suggested  alteration  of  the  existing  laws 
receive  the  careful  attention  of  Congress. 

Jefferson  Davis. 


Executive  Dei-art ai  kst, 
Richmond,  April  12,  1802. 
To  the  Senate,  of  the  Confederate  States: 

I  nominate  Braxton  Bragg,  of  Louisiana,  to  the  rank  of  general 
in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  agreeably  to  the  recommen- 
™  ?f J;he  Secretary  of  War,  to  take  rank  from  the  6th  day  of 
April,  1862.  J 

Jefferson  Davis. 
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Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
Ihat  Congress  has  learned  with  gratitude  to  the  Divine  lluler  of 
nations  the  intelligence  of  the  recent  complete  and  brilliant  victory 
which  has  been  gained  by  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  under 
the  command  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston  over  the  Federal  forces  in 
Tennessee,  on  the  battlefield  of  Shiloh. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard  and  the  other  surviving  officers  and 
privates  of  that  Army  for  the  signal  exhibition  of  skill  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  them  on  that  memorable  occasion;  and  all  who  con- 
tributed to  that  signal  triumph,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  are 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  General  Albert 
Sidney  Johnston,  Commander  in  Chief,  when  leading  the  Confed- 
erate forces  to  victory  on  the  6th  of  April,  in  Tennessee,  while  it 
affects  Congress  with  profound  sorrow,  at  the  same  time  obscures  our 
joy  with  a  shade  of  sadness  at  the  loss  of  an  officer  so  able,  skillful, 
and  gallant. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  made  known,  by  ap- 
propriate general  orders  by  the  generals  in  command,  to  the  officers 
and  troops  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  and  that  they  also  be  com- 
municated to  the  family  of  General  Johnston. 

Approved.  April  15,  1862. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereb}7  tendered  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral H.  H.  Sibley,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
for  the  complete  and  brilliant  victories  achieyed  over  our  enemies  in 
New  Mexico. 

Approved,  April  16,  1862. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the 
officers  and  crews  of  the  P utricle  Henry,  Jamestown,  Teaser,  and  other 
vessels  engaged,  for  their  gallant  conduct  and  bearing  in  the  naval 
combat  and  brilliant  victory  on  the  waters  of  James  River  on  the  8th 
and  9th  of  March,  18G2. 

Approved.  April  16.  1862. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  ths  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  given  to  Major- 
Generals  Van  Dorn  and  Price,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
their  command,  for  their  valor,  skill,  and  good  conduct  in  the  battle 
of  Elkhorn,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  Congress  has  heard  with  profound  grief 
of  the  deaths  of  Generals  McCulloch  and  Mcintosh,  who  fell  in  the 
midst  of  the  battle,  gloriously  leading  their  commands  against  the 
enemy. 

Approved,  April  21, 1862. 
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A    PROCLAMATION. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  to  declare  the  suspension  of 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus: 

I.  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  that  martial  laAv  is  hereby  extended  over  that  part  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  from  the  Santee  River  to  the  South 
Edisto  River  in  that  State,  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Pemberton;  and  I  do  proclaim  the  suspension  of  all  civil  jurisdic- 
tion (with  the  exception  of  that  enabling  the  courts  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  probate  of  wills,  the  administration  of  the  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  the  qualification  of  guardians,  to  enter  decrees  and 
orders  for  the  partition  and  sale  of  property,  to  make  orders  con- 
cerning roads  and  bridges,  to  assess  county  levies,  and  to  order  the 
payment  of  county  dues),  and  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  the  country  aforesaid. 

In  faith  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  my  seal 
this  1st  day  of  May,  in  the  year  18C2. 

Jefferson  Davis. 

II.  Major-General  J.  C.  Pemberton,  commanding  the  Department 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  is  charged  with  the  due  execution 
of  the  foregoing  proclamation.  He  will  forthwith  establish  an  effi- 
cient military  police,  and  will  enforce  the  following  orders : 

All  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  is  positively  prohibited,  and 
the  distilleries  will  forthwith  be  closed.  The  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  of  any  kind  is  also  prohibited,  and  establishments  for  the 
sale  thereof  will  be  closed. 

III.  All  persons  infringing  the  above  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial, 
provided  that  no  sentence  to  hard  labor  for  more  than  one  month 
shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  as 
directed  by  the  sixty-seventh  article  of  war. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


General  Orders  No.  JO. 

War  Department, 
Adjt.  and  Ixsp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  3, 1862. 
I.  The  following  proclamation  is  published  for  the  information 
of  all  concerned: 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  law  to  declare  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus : 

I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  hereby  extended  over  the  counties 
of  Lee,  Wise,  Buchanan,  McDowell,  and  Wyoming  (in  Virginia) 
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under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Humphrey  Marshall ;  and 
I  do  proclaim  the  suspension  of  all  civil  jurisdiction  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  enabling  the  courts  to  take  cognizance  of  the  probate 
of  wills,  the  administration  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  quali- 
fication of  guardians,  to  enter  decrees  and  orders  for  the  partition 
and  sale  of  property,  to  make  orders  concerning  roads  and  bridges, 
to  assess  county  levies,  and  to  order  the  payment  of  county  dues), 
and  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  counties 
aforesaid. 

In  faith  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  my 
seal  this  3d  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1862. 

[l.  s.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

II.  Brigadier-General  Humphrey  Marshall  is  charged  with  the 
due  execution  of  the  foregoing  proclamation.  He  will  forthwith 
establish  an  efficient  police  and  will  enforce  the  following  orders: 

All  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  is  positively  prohibited,  and 
the  distilleries  will  forthwith  be  closed.  The  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  of  any  kind  is  also  prohibited,  and  establishments  for  the 
sale  thereof  will  be  closed. 

III.  All  persons  infringing  the  above  prohibition  will  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial, 
provided  that  no  sentence  to  hard  labor  for  more  than  one  month 
shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  as 

•  directed  by  the  sixty-seventh  article  of  war. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

To  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 

An  enemy  waging  war  in  a  manner  violative  of  the  usages  of 
civilized  nations  has  invaded  our  country.  With  presumptuous 
reliance  on  superior  numbers  he  has  declared  his  purpose  to  reduce 
us  to  submission.  We  struggle  to  preserve  our  birthright  of  consti- 
tutional freedom.  Our  trust  is  in  the  justice  of  our  cause  and  the 
protection  of  our  God.  Recent  disaster  has  spread  gloom  over  the 
land  and  sorrow  sits  at  the  hearthstone  of  our  countrymen;  but  a 
people  conscious  of  rectitude  and  faithfully  relying  on  their  Father 
in  Heaven  may  be  cast  down,  but  can  not  be  dismayed.  They  may 
mourn  the  loss  of  the  martyrs  whose  lives  have  been  sacrificed  in 
their  defense,  but  they  receive  this  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence 
with  humble  submission  and  reverent  faith.  And  now  that  our  hosts 
are  again  going  forth  to  battle,  and  loving  hearts  at  home  are  filled 
with  anxious  solicitude  for  their  safety,  it  is  meet  that  the  whole 
people  should  turn  imploringly  to  their  Almighty  Father  and  beseech 
His  all-powerful  protection. 

To  this  end,  therefore.  I,  Jefferson  Davis.  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation  inviting 
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all  the  people  to  unite  at  their  several  places  of  worship  on  Friday 
the  16th  day  of  the  present  month  of  May  in  humble  supplication  to 
Almighty  God  that  He  will  vouchsafe  His  blessing  on  our  beloved 
country ;"  that  He  will  strengthen  and  protect  our  armies ;  that  He 
will  watch  over  and  preserve  our  people  from  the  evil  machinations 
of  our  enemies;  and  that  He  will  in  His  own  good  time  restore  to 
us  the  blessing  of  peace  and  security  under  His  sheltering  care. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  at 
Eichmond  on  this*3d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1862. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

3y  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


fi; 


Addresses. 

ADDRESS. 

Executive  Office,  June  0, 1862. 
To  the  Army  of  Richmond: 

I  render  to  you  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  you  displayed  in  the  battles  of  the  31st  of  May  and 
1st  instant,  and  with  pride  and  pleasure  recognize  the  steadiness  and 
intrepidity  with  which  you  attacked  the  enemy  in  position,  captured 
his  advanced  intrenchments,  several  batteries  of  artillery,  and  many 
standards,  and  everywhere  drove  him  from  the  open  field.  At  a  part 
of  your  operations  it  was  my  fortune  to  be  present.  On  no  other 
occasion  have  I  witnessed  more  of  calmness  and  good  order  than  you 
exhibited  while  advancing  into  the  very  jaws  of  death,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  the  prowess  with  which  you  closed  upon  the  enemy  when 
a  sheet  of  fire  was  blazing  in  your  faces.  In  the  renewed  struggle 
in  which  you  are  on  the  eve  of  engaging  I  ask  and  can  desire  but  a 
continuance  of  the  same  conduct  which  now  attracts  the  admiration 
and  pride  of  the  loved  ones  you  have  left  at  home.  You  are  fight- 
ing for  all  that  is  dearest  to  men ;  and,  though  opposed  to  a  foe  who 
disregards  many  of  the  usages  of  civilized  Avar,  your  humanity  to 
the  wounded  and  the  prisoners  was  the  fit  and  crowning  glory  to 
your  valor.  Defenders  of  a  just  cause,  may  God  have  you  in  his 
holy  keeping! 

Jefferson  Davis. 

The  general  will  cause  the  above  to  be  read  to  the  troops  under  his 
command. 


ADDRESS. 


rr    ,1      a  ,  r,  t.  Eichmond,  July  5, 1862. 

1  o  the  Army  of  Eastern  Virginia: 

Soldiers:  I  congratulate  you  on  the  series  of  brilliant  victories 
which,  under  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  you  have  lately  won 
and,  as  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  do  heartily  tender 
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to  you  the  thanks  of  the  country  whose  just  cause  you  have  so  skill- 
fully and  heroically  served.  Ten  days  ago  an  invading  army,  vastly 
superior  to  you  in  numbers  and  in  the  material  of  war,  closely  be- 
leaguered your  capital,  and  vauntingly  proclaimed  its  speedy  con- 
quest. You  marched  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenchments  with 
well-directed  movements  and  death-defying  valor.  You  charged  upon 
him  in  his  strong  positions,  drove  him  from  field  to  field  over  a  dis- 
tance of  more  than  35  miles,  and,  despite  his  reenforcements,  com- 
pelled him  to  seek  safety  under  cover  of  his  gunboats,  where  he  now 
lies  cowering  before  the  Army  so  lately  derided  and  threatened  with 
entire  subjugation.  The  fortitude  with  which  you  have  borne  toil 
and  privation,  the  gallantry  with  which  you  have  entered  into  each 
successive  battle,  must  have  been  witnessed  to  be  fully  appreciated, 
but  a  grateful  people  will  not  fail  to  recognize  your  deeds  and  to 
bear  you  in  loved  remembrance.  Well  may  it  be  said  of  you  that 
you  have  "  done  enough  for  glory,"  but  duty  to  a  suffering  country 
and  to  the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty  claims  from  you  yet  fur- 
ther effort.  Let  it  be  your  pride  to  relax  in  nothing  which  can  pro- 
mote your  future  efficiency,  your  one  great  object  being  to  drive  the 
invader  from  your  soil  and  carry  your  standards  beyond  the  outer 
boundaries  of  the  Confederacy,  to  wring  from  an  unscrupulous  foe 
the  recognition  of  your  birthright,  community  independence. 

Jefferson  Davis. 


Executive  Office, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  2,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 

States: 

I  have  the  gratification  of  presenting  to  Congress  two  dispatches 
from  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  commanding  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  communicating  the  result  of  the  operations  north  of  the 
Rappahannock.  From  these  dispatches  it  will  be  seen  that  God  has 
again  extended  his  shield  over  our  patriotic  Army,  and  has  blessed 
the  cause  of  the  Confederacy  with  a  second  signal  victory  on  the  field 
already  memorable  by  the  gallant  achievements  of  our  troops. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  bestowed  upon  the  skill  and  daring  of 
the  commanding  general  who  conceived,  or  the  valor  and  hardihood 
of  the  troops  who  executed,  the  brilliant  movement  whose  result  is 
now  communicated.  After  having  driven  from  their  intrenchments 
an  enemy  superior  in  numbers,  and  relieved  from  siege  the  city  of 
Richmond,  as  heretofore  communicated,  our  toil-worn  troops  ad- 
vanced to  meet  another  invading  army,  reenforced  not  only  by  the 
defeated  army  of  General  McClellan  but  by  the  fresh  corps  of  Gen- 
erals Burnside  and  Hunter.  After  forced  marches,  with  inadequate 
transportation,  and  across  streams  swollen  to  unusual  height,  by 
repeated  combats  they  turned  the  position  of  the  enemy  and,  form- 
ing a  junction  of  their  columns,  in  the  face  of  greatly  superior  forces, 
they  fought  the  decisive  battle  of  the  30th,  the  crowning  triumph 
of  their  toil  and  valor. 

Jeffekson  Davis. 
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Resolutions  of  thanks. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  presented,  to 
Captain  Raphael  Semmes  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer 
Sumter,  Under  his  command,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  ren- 
dered by  them  in  seriously  injuring  the  enemy's  commerce  upon  the 
high  seas,  thereby  setting  an  example  reflecting  honor  upon  our  infant 
Navy  which  can  not  be  too  highly  appreciated  by  Congress  and  the 
people  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Approved  September  9. 1802. 


Resolved,  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  most 
cordially  tendered,  to  Commander  E.  Farrand,  senior  officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  combined  naval  and  military  forces  engaged,  and  Captain 
A.  Drewry.  senior  military  officer,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their 
command,  for  the  great  and  signal  victory  achieved  over  the  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  engagement  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  at  Drewry's  Bluff;  and  the 
gallantry,  courage,  and  endurance  in  that  protracted  fight,  which 
achieved  a  victory  over  the  fleet  of  ironclad  gunboats  of  the  enemy, 
entitle  all  who  contributed  thereto  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  President  be  requested,  in  appropriate 
general  orders,  to  communicate  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  officers 
and  men  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 

Approved  Sept.  1G,  1862. 

Resolred  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  cordially  tendered  to  Lieu- 
tenant Isaac  N.  Brown  and  all  under  his  command  for  their  signal 
exhibition  of  skill  and  gallantry  on  the  fifteenth  clay  of  July  last, 
on  the  Mississippi  River,  near  Vicksburg,  in  the  brilliant  and  sue 
cessful  engagement  of  the  sloop  of  war  Arkansas  with  the  enemy's 
fleet. 

Approved  Oct.  2,  1862. 


Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  abilities 
and  integrity  of  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  I  do  appoint  him  commercial 
agent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  Matamoras,  in  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas.  Mexico,  and  do  authorize  and  empower  him 
to  have  and  to  hold  said  office  and  to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  rights, 
preeminences,  priviliges,  and  authorities  to  the  same  of  right  apper- 
taining: he  demanding  and  receiving  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office 
whatever  which  shall  not  be  expressly  established  by  some  law  of  the 
said  Confederate  States. 

(Hyen  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  this  fifteenth  day  of  November, 

[SEAL-]  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Empire  of  Rus- 
sia, and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  pru- 
dence, and  abilities  of  Colonel  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar,  I  have  appointed 
him  Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  Empire  of  Rus- 
sia, and  have  invested  him  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  and 
authority  for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  meet  and 
confer  with  any  person  or  persons,  duly  authorized  by  the  Russian 
Government,  being  furnished  with  like  power  and  authority,  and 
with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  concerning 
all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  nations,  and  to  conclude 
and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions  touching  the 
premises  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  his  final  ratification  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  19th  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-two. 

Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin. 


His  Excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  etc. 

Sir:  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  animated  by  a 
desire  to  unite  and  bind  together  our  respective  countries  by  friendly 
ties,  has  appointed  Colonel  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar,  one  of  our  most 
esteemed  and  trustworthy  citizens,  as  commissioner  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  the  Empire  of  Russia;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
introduce  him  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  ask  for  him  a  reception  and 
treatment  corresponding  to  his  station,  and  to  the  purposes  for  which 
he  is  sent. 

Hoping  that  through  his  agency  these  may  be  accomplished,  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  November  19,  1862. 


His  Majesty,  Alexander  II,  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  etc. 

Great  and  Good  Friend  :  Animated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire 
to  establish  and  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Empire  of  Russia,  I  have  for 
that  purpose  selected  Colonel  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar,  one  of  our  most 
intelligent,  esteemed,  and  worthy  citizens,  and  have  commissioned 
him  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Con- 
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federate  States,  to  reside  near  the  court  of  your  Majesty.  He  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  Confederacy,  and 
your  Majesty  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  full  credence  to  what- 
ever representations  he  may  make  in  its  behalf. 

May  God  preserve  your  Majesty  in  His  safe  and  holy  keeping. 
Your  Good  Friend, 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Richmond,  November  19, 1SG2. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  s It-all  come,  greeting : 

Know  ye  that  the  bearer  hereof,  Colonel  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar,  is 
proceeding  to  St.  Petersburg  as  a  special  commissioner  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

These  are,  therefore,  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  permit 
him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  to  pass  freely  without  let  or  molesta- 
tion, and  to  extend  to  him  all  such  friendly  aid  and  protection  as 
would  be  extended  to  special  commissioners  of  foreign  countries  re- 
sorting to  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I,  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  signed  my  name 
and  caused  the  seal  of  this  Department  to  be  affixed  at  Richmond  this 
19th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1862. 

[seal.]  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  all 

who  shall  see  these  presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity, ability,  and  punctuality  of  Walker  Fearn,  I  have  appointed 
him  secretary  of  legation  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  do  authorize  and 
empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfill  the  duties  of  that  office  according 
to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privi- 
leges, and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining  unto  him,  the 
said  Walker  Fearn,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  19th  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred"  and 
sixty-two. 

Jefferson  Davis. 
By  the  President: 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secrete^/  of  State. 


Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  abilities 
and  integrity  of  Bernard  Avegno,  I  do  appoint  him  commercial 
agent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  Vera  Cruz,  in  Mexico 
and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  have  and  to  hold  said  office' 
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and  to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  preeminences,  privileges,  and 
authorities  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining,  he  demanding  and  re- 
ceiving no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office  whatever  which  shall  not  he 
expressly  established  by  some  law  of  the  said  Confederate  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  this  eighteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, A.  D.  1862. 

[seal.]  J.  p.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


General  Orders,  1        Adjt.  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

No.  111.  J  Richmond,  December  U,  1862. 

I.  The  following  proclamation  of  the  President  is  published  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned  therein : 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  a  communication  was  addressed  on  the  6th  day  of  July 
last  (1862)  by  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  acting  under  the  instructions 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 
General  H.  W.  Halleck,  General  in  Chief  of  the  United  States  Army, 
informing  the  latter  that  a  report  had  reached  this  Government  that 
William  B.  Mumford,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  had  been 
executed  by  the  United  States  authorities  at  New  Orleans  for  having 
pulled  down  the  United  States  flag  in  that  city  before  its  occupation 
by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  calling  for  a  statement  of  the 
facts  with  a  view  to  retaliation  if  such  an  outrage  had  really  been 
committed  under  sanction  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States; 

And  whereas  (no  answer  having  been  received  to  said  letter),  an- 
other letter  was,  on  the  2d  of  August  last  (1862),  addressed  by  Gen- 
eral Lee  under  my  instructions  to  General  Halleck,  renewing  the  in- 
quiry in  relation  .to  the  said  execution  of  said  Mumford,  with  the  in- 
formation that  in  the  event  of  not  receiving  a  reply  within  fifteen 
days  it  would  be  assumed  that  the  fact  alleged  was  true  and  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 

And  whereas,  an  answer,  dated  on  the  7th  August  hist  (1862)  ;  was 
addressed  to  General  Lee  by  General  H.  W.  Halleck,  the  said  General 
in  Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  alleging  sufficient  cause 
for  failure  to  make  early  reply  to  said  letter  of  6th  of  July,  asserting 
that  "  no  authentic  information  has  been  received  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  Mumford,  but  measures  will  be  immediately  taken  to 
ascertain  the  facts  of  the  alleged  execution,"  and  promising  that 
General  Lee  should  be  duly  informed  thereof ; 

And  whereas  on  the  29th  of  November  last  (1862)  another  letter 
was  addressed  under  my  instructions  by  Robert  Ould,  Confederate 
agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  under  the  cartel  between  the  two 
Governments,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  H.  Ludlow,  agent  of  the 
United  States  under  said  cartel,  informing  him  that  the  explanations 
promised  in  the  said  letter  of  General  Halleck  of  7th  of  August  last 
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had  not  yet  been  received,  and  that  if  no  answer  was  sent  to  the  Gov- 
ernment within  fifteen  days  from  the  delivery  of  this  last  commu- 
nication it  would  be  considered  that  an  answer  is  declined ; 

And  whereas  by  letter  dated  on  the  3d  day  of  the  present  month  of 
December  the  said  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  apprised  the  said 
"Robert  Ould  that  the  above-recited  communication  of  29th  of  Novem- 
ber had  been  received  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
United  States; 

And  whereas  this  last  delay  of  fifteen  days  allowed  for  answer  has 
elapsed  and  no  answer  has  been  received ; 

And  whereas  in  addition  to  the  tacit  admission  resulting  from  the 
above  refusal  to  answer  1  have  received  evidence  fully  establishing 
the  truth  of  the  fact  that  the  said  William  B.  Mumford,  a  citizen  of 
this  Confederacy,  was  actually  and  publicly  executed  in  cold  blood 
by  hanging,  after  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  when 
said  Mumford  was  an  unresisting  and  noncombatant  captive,  and  for 
no  offense  even  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  him  subsequent 
to  the  date  of  the  capture  of  the  said  city. 

And  whereas  the  silence  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  its  maintaining  of  said  Butler  in  high  office  under  its  authority 
for  many  months  after  his  commission  of  an  act  that  can  be  viewed 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  deliberate  murder,  as  well  as  of  numerous 
other  outrages  and  atrocities  hereafter  to  be  mentioned,  afford  evi- 
dence only  too  conclusive  that  the  said  Government  sanctions  the  con- 
duct of  said  Butler  and  is  determined  that  he  shall  remain  unpun- 
ished for  his  crimes : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  and  in  their  name,  do  pronounce  and  declare  the 
said  Benjamin  F.  Butler  to  be  a  felon  deserving  of  capital  punish- 
ment. I  do  order  that  he  be  no  longer  considered  or  treated  simply 
as  a  public  enemy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  but  as  an 
outlaw  and  common  enen^  of  mankind,  and  that  in  the  event  of  his 
capture  the  officer  in  command  of  the  capturing  force  do  cause  him 
to  be  immediately  executed  by  hanging;  and  I  do  further  order  that 
no  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States  taken  captive  shall  be 
released  on  parole  before  exchange  until  the  said  Butler  shall  have 
met  with  due  punishment  for  his  crimes. 

And  whereas  the  hostilities  waged  against  this  Confederacy  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  under  the  command  of  said  Benjamin  F. 
Butler  have  borne  no  resemblance  to  such  warfare  as  is  alone  permis- 
sible by  the  rules  of  international  law  or  the  usages  of  civilization, 
but  have  been  characterized  by  repeated  atrocities  and  outrages, 
among  the  large  number  of  which  the  following  may  be  cited"  as 
examples : 

Peaceful  and  aged  citizens,  unresisting  captives,  and  noncombat- 
ants  have  been  confined  at  hard  labor,  with  balls  and  chains  attached 
to  their  limbs,  and  are  still  so  held  in  dungeons  and  fortresses. 
Others  have  been  subjected  to  a  like  degrading  punishment  for  sell- 
ing  medicines  to  the  sick  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy. 
y  The  soldiers  of  the  United  States  have  been  invited  and  encour- 
aged by  general  orders  to  insult  and  outrage  the  wives,  the  mothers, 
and  the  sisters  of  our  citizens. 
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Helpless  women  have  been  torn  from  their  homes  and  subjected 
to  solitary  confinement,  some  in  fortresses  and  prisons,  and  one  espe- 
cially on  an  island  of  barren  sand  under  a  tropical  sun ;  have  been 
fed  with  loathsome  rations  that  had  been  condemned  as  unfit  for 
soldiers ;  and  have  been  exposed  to  the  vilest  insults. 

Prisoners  of  war  who  surrendered  to  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  on  agreement  that  they  should  be  released  on  parole 
have  been  seized  and  kept  in  close  confinement. 

Repeated  pretexts  have  been  sought  or  invented  for  plundering 
the  inhabitants  of  the  captured  city  by  fines  levied  and.exacted  under 
threat  of  imprisoning  recusants  at  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain. 

The  entire  population  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  have  been  forced 
to  elect  between  starvation,  by  the  confiscation  of  all  their  property, 
and  taking  an  oath  against  conscience  to  bear  allegiance  to  the 
invaders  of  their  country. 

Egress  from  the  city  has  been  refused  to  those  whose  fortitude 
withstood  the  test,  even  to  lone  and  aged  women  and  to  helpless 
children ;  and,  after  being  ejected  from  their  homes  and  robbed  of 
their  property,  they  have  been  left  to  starve  in  the  streets  or  subsist 
on  charity. 

The  slaves  have  been  driven  from  the  plantations  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  New  Orleans  till  their  owners  would  consent  to  share  the 
crops  with  the  commanding  general,  his  brother,  Andrew  J.  Butler, 
and  other  officers,  and  when  such  consent  had  been  extorted  the  slaves 
have  been  restored  to  the  plantations  and  there  compelled  to  work 
under  the  bayonets  of  guards  of  United  States  soldiers. 

Where  this  partnership  was  refused,  armed  expeditions  have  been 
sent  to  the  plantations  to  rob  them  of  everything  that  was  susceptible 
of  removal,  and  even  slaves  too  aged  or  infirm  for  work  have,  in. 
spite  of  their  entreaties,  been  forced  from  the  homes  provided  by 
the  owners  and  dmren  to  wander  helplessly  on  the  highway. 

By  a  recent  general  order  (No.  91)  the  entire  property  in  that 
part  of  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  has  been 
sequestrated  for  confiscation,  and  officers  have  been  assigned  to  duty 
with  orders  to  "gather  up  and  collect  the  personal  property  and 
turn  over  to  the  proper  officers  upon  their  receipts  such  of  said 
property  as  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  Army ; 
to  collect  together  all  the  other  personal  property  and  bring  the 
same  to  New  Orleans  and  cause  it  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  to  the 
highest  bidders,"  an  order  which,  if  executed,  condemns  to  punish- 
ment by  starvation  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  million  human  beings  of 
all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions;  and  of  which  the  execution,  although 
forbidden  to  military  officers  by  the  orders  of  President  Lincoln,  is 
in  accordance  with  the  confiscation  law  of  our  enemies,  which  he 
has  directed  to  be  enforced  through  the  agency  of  civil  officials.  And 
finally  the  African  slaves  have  not  only  been  excited  to  insurrection 
by  every  license  and  encouragement,  but  numbers  of  them  have 
actually  been  armed  for  a  servile  war,  a  war  in  its  nature  far  exceed- 
ing in  horrors  the  most  merciless  atrocities  of  the  savages. 

And  whereas  the  officers  under  the  command  of  the  said  Butler 
have  been  in  many  instances  active  and  zealous  agents  in  the  com- 
mission of  these  crimes,  and  no  instance  is  known  of  the  refusal  of 
any  one  of  them  to  participate  in  the  outrages  above  narrated ; 
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And  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  by  public 
and  official  declaration  signified  not  only  his  approval  of  the  effort 
to  excite  servile  war  within  the  Confederacy  but  his  intention  to 
give  aid  and  encouragement  thereto  if  these  independent  States  shall 
continue  to  refuse  submission  to  a  foreign  power  after  the  1st  day 
of  January  next,  and  has  thus  made  known  that  all  appeals  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  the  dictates  of  reason,  and  the  instincts  of  humanity 
would  be  addressed  in  vain  to  our  enemies,  and  that  they  can  be 
deterred  from  the  commission  of  these  crimes  only  by  the  terms  of 
just  retribution: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  and  acting  by  their  authority,  appealing  to  the 
Divine  Judge  in  attestation  that  their  conduct  is  not  guided  by  the 
passion  of  revenge,  but  that  they  reluctantly  yield  to  the  solemn 
duty  of  repressing  by  necessary  severity  crimes  of  which  their  citizens 
are  the  victims,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  and  by  virtue  of  my 
authority  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  Confederate 
States  do  order — 

1.  That  all  commissioned  officers  in  the  command  of  said  Benjamin 
F.  Butler  be  declared  not  entitled  to  be  considered  as  soldiers  engaged 
in  honorable  warfare,  but  as  robbers  and  criminals  deserving  death, 
and  that  they  and  each  of  them  be,  whenever  captured,  reserved  for 
execution. 

2.  That  the  private  soldiers  and  noncommissioned  officers  in  the 
army  of  said  Butler  be  considered  as  only  the  instruments  used  for  the 
commission  of  the  crimes  perpetrated  by  his  orders  and  not  as  free 
agents;  that  they,  therefore,  be  treated,  when  captured,  as  prisoners 
of  war  with  kindness  and  humanity  and  be  sent  home  on  the  usual 
parole  that  they  will  in  no  manner  aid  or  serve  the  United  States  in 
"any  capacity  during  the  continuance  of  this  war  unless  duly  ex- 
changed. 

3.  That  all  Negro  slaves  captured  in  arms  be  at  once  delivered  over 
to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  respective  States  to  which  they 
belong,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of  said  States. 

4.  That  the  like  orders  be  executed  in  all  cases  with  respect  to  all 
commissioned  officers  of  the  United  States  when  found  serving  in 
company  with  armed  slaves  in  insurrection  against  the  authorities  of 
the  different  States  of  this  Confederacy. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  thereto  at  the 
city  of  Richmond  on  this  23d  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

I"1-  s-l  Jeff'n  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Bkx.tamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

IT.  Officers  of  the  Army  are  charged  with  the  observance  and  en- 
forcement of  the  foregoing  orders  of  the  President.  Where  the  evi- 
dence is  not  full  or  the  case  is  for  any  reason  of  a  doubtful  character 
it  will  be  referred  through  this  office  for  the  decision  of  the  War 
Department. 

By°rder:  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Resolutions  of  thanks. 

1.  Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  bold,  intrepid,  and  gallant  conduct  of  Major-General  J. 
Bankhead  Mag-ruder,  Colonel  Thomas  Green,  Major  Leon  Smith,  and 
other  officers,  and  of  the  Texan  Rangers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  the 
attack  on  and  victory  achieved  over  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
enemy  at  Galveston  on  the  first  of  January,  1863,  eminently  entitle 
them  to  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the  country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  brilliant  achievement,  resulting,  under  the 
providence  of  God,  in  the  capture  of  the  war  steamer  Harriet  Lane 
and  the  defeat  and  ignominious  flight  of  the  hostile  fleet  from  the 
harbor,  the  recapture  of  the  city,  and  the  raising  of  the  blockade  of 
the  port  of  Galveston,  signally  evinces  that  superior  force  may  be 
overcome  by  skillful  conception  and  daring  courage. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  communicated  by 
the  Secretary  of  AVar  to  Major-General  Magruder,  and  by  him  to  his 
command. 

Approved  February  25,  1863. 


Resolved  by  t/ie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  cor- 
dially given,  to  Brigadier-General  N.  B.  Forrest  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command  for  gallantry  and  successful  enterprise  dur- 
ing the  present  war,  and  especially  for  the  daring  and  skill  exhibited 
in  the  capture  of  Murfreesboro  on  the  13th  of  July  last,  and  in 
subsequent  brilliant  achievements. 

Approved,  May  1,  1863. 


Know  ye,  that  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  abilities 
and  integrity  of  Robert  Dowling,  I  do  appoint  him  commercial  agent 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  Cork,  in  Ireland,  and  do 
authorize  and  empower  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  said  office 
according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  this  seventh  dav  of  March,  A.  D. 
1863. 

[seal.]  J.  P.  Bknjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  to  who?n  these  jrresents  shall  come,  greeting : 

Know  ye,  that  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Spain,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  the  Honorable  John  Slidell,  I  have  ap- 
pointed him  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Spain,  and  have  invested  him  with  full  and  all  manner 
of  power  and  authority  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate 
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States,  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person  or  persons,  duly  author- 
ized by  the  Spanish  Government,  being  furnished  with  like  power 
and  authority  and  with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and 
negotiate  concerning  all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both 
nations,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or 
conventions,  touching  the  premises,  transmitting  the  same  to  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  26th  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


His  Excellency  her  Catholic  Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  etc. 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  animated  by  a 
desire  to  unite  and  bind  together  our  respective  countries  by  friendly 
ties,  has  appointed  the  Honorable  John  Slidell,  one  of  our  most 
esteemed  and  trustworthy  citizens,  as  special  commissioner  of  the 
Confederate  States  to  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  and  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  introduce  him  to  your  Excellency  and  to  ask  for  him  a 
reception  and  treatment  corresponding  to  his  station  and  to  the 
purposes  for  which  he  is  sent. 

Hoping  that  through  his  agency  these  may  be  accomplished,  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  assur- 
ance of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  26  March,  1863. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

Know  ye  that  the  bearer  hereof,  Honorable  John  Slidell,  is  pro- 
ceeding to  Madrid  as  a  special  commissioner  of  this  Government. 

These  are,  therefore,  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  per- 
mit him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  to  pass  freely,  without  let  or 
molestation,  and  to  extend  to  him  all  such  friendly  aid  and  protec- 
tion as  would  be  extended  to  special  commissioners  of  foreign  coun- 
tries resorting  to  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  North  America,  have  hereunto' signed  my  name 
and  caused  the  seal  of  this  Department  to  be  affixed  at  Richmond 
this  26th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1863. 

tSEAL0  J.  P.  Benjamin. 
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Address  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Congress  contained  in  resolutions 
passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  current"" month,  I  invoke  your  atten- 
tion to  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects  of  our  country  and 
to  the  duties  which  patriotism  imposes  on  us  all  during  this  great 
struggle  for  our  homes  and  our  liberties. 

These  resolutions  are  in  the  following  language: 

Joint  Resolution    relating  to  Uie   production   of  provisions. 

Whereas  a  strong  impression  prevails  through  the  country  that  the  war  now 
being  waged  against  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  may  terminate  dur- 
ing the  persent  year  and  whereas  this  impression  is  leading  many  patriotic 
citizens  to  engage  largely  in  the  production  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  which  they 
would  not  otherwise  do ;  and  whereas  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  not  only  with  a  view  to  the  proper  subsistence  of  our  armies 
but  for  the  interest  and  welfare  of  all  the  people,  that  the  agricultural  labor 
of  the  country  should  be  employed  chiefly  in  the  production  of  a  supply  of  food 
to  meet  every  contingency:  Therefore,  resolved,  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  that  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of  Congress  that 
the  people  of  these  States,  while  hoping  for  peace,  should  look  to  prolonged 
war  as  the  only  condition  proffered  by  the  enemy  short  of  subjugation  ;  that 
every  preparation  necessary  to  encounter  such  a  war  should  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  the  amplest  supply  of  provisions  for  armies  and  people  should  be  the 
first  object  of  all  agriculturists;  wherefore  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that 
the  people,  instead  of  planting  cotton  and  tobacco,  shall  direct  their  agri- 
cultural labor  mainly  to  the  production  of  such  crops  as  will  insure  a  suffi- 
ciency of  food  for  all  classes  and  for  every  emergency,  thereby,  with  true  patri- 
otism, subordinating  the  hope  of  gain  to  the  certain  good  of  the  country. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  President  is  hereby  requested  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the 
people  of  these  States  urging  upon  them  the  necessity  of  guarding  against  the 
great  perils  of  a  short  crop  of  provisions,  and  setting  forth  such  reasons  there- 
for as  his  judgment  may  dictate. 

Fully  concurring  in  the  views  thus  expressed  by  the  Congress,  I 
confidently  appeal  to  j^our  love  of  country  for  aid  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  recommendation  of  your  Senators  and  Representatives. 

We  have  reached  the  close  of  the  second  year  of  the  war  and  may 
point  with  just  pride  to  the  history  of  our  young  Confederacy. 
Alone,  unaided,  we  have  met  and  overthrown  the  most  formidable 
combination  of  naval  and  military  armaments  that  the  lust  of  con- 
quest ever  gathered  together  for  the  subjugation  of  a  free  people. 
We  began  this  struggle  without  a  single  gun  afloat,  while  the  re- 
sources of  our  enemy  enabled  them  to  gather  fleets  Avhich,  according 
to  their  official  list  published  in  August  last,  consisted  of  427  vessels, 
measuring  340,036  tons,  and  carrying  3,268  guns.  Yet  we  have  cap- 
tured, sunk,  or  destroyed  a  number  of  these  vessels,  including  two 
large  frigates  and  one  steam  sloop  of  war,  while  four  of  their  cap- 
tured steam  gunboats  are  now  in  our  possession,  adding  to  the 
strength  of  our  little  Navy,  which  is  rapidly  gaining  in  numbers  and 
efficiency.  To  oppose  invading  forces  composed  of  levies  which  have 
already  exceeded  thirteen  hundred  thousand  men  we  had  no  resources 
but  the  unconquerable  valor  of  a  people  determined  to  be  free,  and 
we  were  so  destitute  of  military  supplies  that  tens  of  thousands  of 
our  citizens  were  reluctantly  refused  admission  into  the  service  from 
our  inability  to  provide  them  with  arms,  while  for  many  months 
some  of  our  important  strongholds  owed  their  safety  chiefly  to  a  care- 
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fill  concealment  of  the  fact  that  we  were  without  a  supply  of  powder 
for  our  cannon.  Your  devotion  and  patriotism  have  triumphed  over 
all  these  obstacles  and  called  into  existence  the  munitions  of  war,  the 
clothing,  and  the  subsistence  which  have  enabled  our  soldiers  to 
illustrate  their  valor  on  numerous  battle  fields  and  to  inflict  crushing 
defeats  on  successive  armies,  each  of  which  an  arrogant  foe  fondly 
imagined  to  be  invincible. 

The  contrast  between  our  past  and  present  condition  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  full  confidence  in  the  triumph  of  our  arms.  At  no 
previous  period  of  the  war  have  our  forces  been  so  numerous,  so  well 
organized,  and  so  thoroughly  disciplined,  armed,  and  equipped  as 
at  present.  The  season  of  high  water,  on  which  our  enemies  relied  to 
enable  their  fleets  of  gunboats  to  penetrate  into  our  country  and 
devastate  our  homes,  is  fast  passing  away.  Yet  our  strongholds  on 
the  Mississippi  still  bid  defiance  to  the  foe,  and  months  of  costly 
preparations  for  their  reduction  have  been  spent  in  vain.  Disaster 
has  been  the  result  of  their  effort  to  turn  or  to  storm  Vicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson,  as  well  as  of  every  attack  on  our  batteries  on  the 
Red  River,  the  Tallahatchie,  and  other  navigable  streams.  Within 
a  few  weeks  the  falling  waters  and  the  increasing  heats  of  summer 
will  complete  their  discomfiture  and  compel  their  baffled  and  de- 
feated forces  to  the  abandonment  of  expeditions  on  which  was  based 
their  chief  hope  of  success  in  effecting  our  subjugation. 

We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  the  war  is  not  yet  ended  and 
that  we  are  still  confronted  by  powerful  armies  and  threatened  by 
numerous  fleets,  and  that  the  Government  which  controls  these  fleets 
and  armies  is  driven  to  the  most  desperate  efforts  to  effect  the  unholy 
purposes  in  which  it  has  thus  far  been  defeated.  It  will  use  it's 
utmost  energy  to  avert  the  impending  doom,  so  fully  merited  by  the 
atrocities  it  has  committed,  the  savage  barbarities  which  it  has  en- 
couraged, and  the  crowning  infamy  of  its  attempt  to  excite  a  servile 
population  to  the  massacre  of  our  wives,  our  daughters,  and  our  help- 
less children. 

^  With  such  a  contest  before  us  there  is  but  one  danger  which  the 
Government  of  your  choice  regards  with  apprehension,  and  to  avert 
this  danger  it  appeals  to  the  never- failing  patriotism  and  spirit,  of 
self-sacrifice  which  you  have  exhibited  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  The  very  unfavorable  season,  the  protracted  drought  of  last 
year,  reduced  the  harvest  on  which  we  depended  far  below  an  aver- 
age yield,  and  the  deficiency  was  unfortunately  still  more  marked 
in  the  northern  portion  of  the  Confederacy,  where  supplies  were 
specially  needed  for  the  Army.  If  through  a  confidence  in  early 
peace,  which  may  prove  delusive,  our  fields  should  be  now  devoted 
to  the  production  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  instead  of  grain  and  live 
stock  and  other  articles  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  people 
and  the  Army,  the  consequences  may  prove  serious,  if  not  disas- 
trous, especially  should  the  present  season  prove  as  unfavorable 
as  the  last  lour  country  therefore  appeals  to  vou  to  lay  aside  all 
thought  of  gam.  and  to  devote  yourselves  to  securing  your  liberties 
without  which  those  gains  would  be  valueless.  It  is  true  that 
the  wheat  harvest  in  the  more  southern  States  which  will  be 
gathered  next  month  promises  an  abundant  yield.  But  even  if  this 
promise  be  fulfilled,  the  difficulty  of  transportation  enhanced  as  it 
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has  been  by  an  unusually  rainy  winter  will  cause  embarrassments 
in  military  operations  and  suffering  among  the  people  should  the 
crops  in  the  middle  and  northern  portions  of  the  Confederacy  prove 
deficient.  But  no  uneasiness  need  be  felt  in  regard  to  a  mere  supply 
of  bread  for  man.  It  is  for  the  large  amount  of  corn  and  forage  re- 
quired for  the  raising  of  live  stock  and  for  the  supply  of  the  animals 
used  in  military  operations  that  your  aid  is  specially  required. 
These  articles  are  too  bulky  for  distant  transportation,  and  in  them 
the  deficiency  in  the  last  harvest  was  most  felt.  Let  your  fields  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  production  of  com,  oats,  beans,  peas, 
potatoes,  and  other  food  for  man  and  beast ;  let  corn  be  sown  broad- 
cast for  fodder  in  immediate  proximity  to  railroads,  rivers,  and 
canals,  and  let  all  your  efforts  be  directed  to  the  prompt  supply  of 
these  articles  in  the  districts  where  our  armies  are  operating.  You 
will  thus  add  greatly  to  their  efficiency  and  furnish  the  means  with- 
out which  it  is  impracticable  to  make  those  prompt  and  active  move- 
ments which  have  hitherto  stricken  terror  into  our  enemies  and  se- 
cured our  most  brilliant  triumphs. 

Having  thus  placed  before  you,  my  countrymen,  the  reasons  for 
the  call  made  on  you  for  aid  in  supplying  tiic  wants  of  the  coming 
3'ear,  I  add  a  few  words  of  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  brave  soldiers 
now  confronting  your  enemies,  and  to  whom  your  Government  is 
unable  to  furnish  all  the  comforts  they  so  richly  merit.  The  supply 
of  meat  for  the  Army  is  deficient.  This  deficiency  is  only  tempo- 
rary, for  measures  have  been  adopted  which  will,  it  is  believed, 
soon  enable  us  to  restore  the  full  ration.  But  that  ration  is  now 
reduced  at  times  to  one-half  the  usual  quantity  in  some  of  our 
armies.  It  is  known  that  the  supply  of  meat  throughout  the  coun- 
try is  sufficient  for  the  support  of  all,  but  the  distances  are  so  great, 
the  condition  of  the  roads  has  been  so  bad  during  the  five  months  of 
winter  weather  through  which  we  have  just  passed,  and  the  attempts 
of  groveling  speculators  to  forestall  the  market  and  make  money  out 
of  the  lifeblood  of  our  defenders  have  so  much  influenced  the  with- 
drawal from  sale  of  the  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  producers,  that 
the  Government  has  been  unable  to  gather  full  supplies.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  has  prepared  a  plan,  which  is  appended  to  this  ad- 
dress, by  the  aid  of  which,  or  some  similar  means  to  be  adopted  by 
yourselves,  you  can  assist  the  officers  of  the  Government  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  bacon,  the  pork,  and  the  beef  known  to  exist  in  large 
quantities  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Even  if  the  surplus  he 
less  than  is  believed,  is  it  not  a  bitter  and  humiliating  reflection  that 
those  who  remain  at  home,  secure  from  hardships  and  protected  from 
danger,  should  lie  in  the  enjoyment  of  abundance,  and  that  their 
slaves  also  should  have  a  full  supply  of  food,  while  their  sons, 
brothers,  husbands,  and  fathers  are  stinted  in  the  rations  on  which 
their  health  and  efficiency  depend. 

Entertaining  no  fear  that  you  will  either  misconstrue  the  motives 
of  this  address  or  fail  to  respond  to  the  call  of  patriotism,  I  have 
placed  the  facts  fully  and  frankly  before  you.  Let  us  all  unite  in 
the  performance  of  our  duty,  each  in  his  sphere;  and  with  concerted, 
persistent,  and  well-directed  effort  there  seems  little  reason  to  doubt 
that  under  the  blessing  of  Him  to  whom  we  look  for  guidance,  and 
who  has  been  to  us  our  shield  and  our  strength,  we  shall  maintain 
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the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  these  Confederate  States  and 
transmit  to  our  posterity  the  heritage  bequeathed  to  us  by  our 
fathers. 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Executive  Office. 

Richmond,  April  10, 1863. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
General  John  H.  Morgan,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command 
for  their  varied,  heroic,  and  invaluable  services  in  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  immediately  preceding  the  battles  before  Murfreesboro, 
services  which  have  conferred  upon  their  officers  fame  as  enduring  as 
the  records  of  the  struggle  which  they  have  so  brilliantly  illustrated. 

Approved.  May  1,  1863. 


Resolved,  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  most 
cordially  tendered,  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  his  command,  engaged  in  the  affair,  for  their  brilliant  and 
signal  defeat  of  the  ironclad  fleet  of  the  enemy  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  on  the  seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-three. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  this 
resolution  to  General  Beauregard  and  his  command. 

Approved,  May  1,  1863. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
Major  Oscar  M.  Watkins,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  the  signal  victory  achieved  over  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  at  Sabine  Pass,  on  the  twenty-first  of  January,  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-three,  resulting  in  the  dispersion  of  the  block- 
ading squadron  of  the  enemy,  and  the  capture  of  two  of  his  gunboats. 

Approved,  May  1,  1863. 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  (hie,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  Brigadier-General  Wheeler,  and  the  officers  and  men 
of  his  command,  for  their  daring  and  successful  attacks  upon  the 
enemy's  gunboats  and  transports  in  the  Cumberland  River. 

Approved,  Mav  1.  18C3. 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resolve, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  the   defense  of  Fort  McAllister, 
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Georgia,  on  the  first  of  February  and  third  of  March  last,  for  the 
gallantry  and  endurance  with  which  they  successfully  resisted  the 
attacks  of  the  ironclad  vessels  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  communicated 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  general  commanding  the  Department 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  and  by  him  to  be  made 
known,  in  appropriate  general  orders,  to  the  officers  and  troops  to 
whom  it  is  addressed. 

Approved,  May  1,  18G3. 


Proclamation  isy  the  President. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to 
further  provide  for  the  public  defense"  approved  on  the  16th  day 
of  April,  1862,  and  by  another  act  of  Congress  approved  on  27th 
of  September,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
act  to  provide  further  for  the  public  defense,'  approved  16th  April, 
1862,"  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  call  out  and  place  in  the 
military  service  of  the  Confederate  States  for  three  years  unless  the 
Avar  shall  have  been  sooner  ended,  all  white  men  who  are  residents  of 
the  Confederate  States  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years  at  the  time  the  call  may  be  made  and  who  are  not  at  such  time 
legally  exempted  from  military  service,  or  such  part  thereof  as  in 
his  judgment  may  be  necessary  to  the  public  defense: 

And  whereas  in  my  judgment  the  necessities  of  the  public  defense 
require  that  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  between  the  ages 
aforesaid  should  now  be  called  out  to  do  his  duty  in  the  defense  of  his 
country  and  in  driving  back  the  invaders  now  within  the  limits  of 
the  Confederacy; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  me  as  afore- 
said call  out  and  place  in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  all  white  men  residents  of  said  States  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  not  legally  exempted  from  military 
service,  and  I  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  all  persons  subject  to 
this  call  and  not  now  in  the  military  service  do  upon  being  enrolled 
forthwith  repair  to  the  conscript  camps  established  in  the  respective 
States  of  which  they  may  be  residents,  under  pain  of  being  held  and 
punished  as  deserters  in  the  event  of  their  failure  to  obey  this  call,  as 
provided  in  said  laws; 

And  I  do  further  order  and  direct  that  the  enrolling  officers  of  the 
several  States  proceed  at  once  to  enroll  all  persons  embraced  within 
the  terms  of  this  proclamation  not  heretofore  enrolled ; 

And  I  do  further  order  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  em- 
braced within  this  call,  to  volunteer  for  service  before  enrollment, 
and  that  persons  so  volunteering  be  allowed  to  select  the  arm  of  serv- 
ice and  the  company  which  they  desire  to  join  provided  such  company 
be  deficient  in  the  full  number  of  men  allowed  by  law  for  its  organiza- 
tion. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  fifteenth  day  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -three. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretar- 


By  the  President  or  the  Confederate  States. 
a  proclamation. 

Again  do  I  call  upon  the  people  of  the.  Confederacy — a  people  who 
believe  that  the  Lord  reigneth  and  that  His  overruling  providence 
ordereth  all  things — to  unite  in  prayer  and  humble  submission  under 
His  chastening  hand  and  to  beseech  His  favor  on  our  suffering 
country. 

It  is'  meet  that  when  trials  and  reverses  befall  us  "\ve  should  seek 
to  take  home  to  our  hearts  and  consciences  the  lessons  which  they 
teach  and  profit  by  the  self-examination  for  which  they  prepare  us. 
Had  not  our  successes  on  hind  and  sea  made  us  self-confident  and 
forgetful  of  our  reliance  on  Him;  had  not  love  of  lucre  eaten  like  a 
gangrene  into  the  very  heart  of  the  land,  converting  too  many  among 
us  into  worshipers  of  gain  and  rendering  them  unmindful  of  their 
duty  to  their  country,  to  their  fellow  men,  and  to  their  God — who, 
then,  will  presume  to  complain  that  we  have  been  chastened  or  to 
despair  of  our  just  cause  and  the  protection  of  our  Heavenly  Father? 

Let  us  rather  receive  in  humble  thankfulness  the  lesson  which  He 
lias  taught  in  our  recent  reverses,  devoutly  acknowledging  that  to 
Him  and  not  to  our  own  feeble  arms  are  due  the  honor  and  glory  of 
victory;  that  from  him,  in  His  paternal  providence,  come  the  anguish 
and  sufferings  of  defeat:  and  that,  whether  in  victory  or  defeat,  our 
humble  supplications  are  due  at  His  footstool. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  these  Confederate 
States,  do  issue  this,  my  proclamation,  setting  apart  Friday,  the 
twenty-first  day  of  August  ensuing,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation, 
and  prayer:  and  I  do  hereby  invite  the  people  of  the  Confederate, 
States  to  repair  on  that  day  to  their  respective  places  of  public 
worship  and  to  unite  in  supplication  for  the  favor  and  protection 
of  that  God  who  has  hitherto  conducted  us  safely  through  all  the 
dangers  that  environed  us. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  seal  of 
the  Confederate  States,  at  Richmond,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

[  seal,.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 
a  proclamation. 

The  Soldiers  of  the  Confederate  States: 

After  more  than  two  years  of  warfare  scarcely  equaled  in  the 
number,  magnitude,  and  fearful  carnage  of  its  battles,  a  warfare  in 
which  your  courage  and  fortitude  have  illustrated  your  country  and 
attracted  not  only  gratitude  at  home  but  admiration  abroad,"  your 
enemies  continue  a  struggle  in  which  our  final  triumph  must  be  in- 
evitable. Fnduly  elated  with  their  recent  successes,  they  imagine 
that  temporary  reverses  can  quell  your  spirit  or  shake  your  deter- 
mination, and  they  are  now  gathering  heavy  masses  for  a  general 
invasion,  in  the  vain  hope  that  by  a  desperate  effort  success  may  at 
length  be  reached. 

You  know  too  well,  my  countrymen,  what  they  mean  by  success. 
Their  malignant  rage  aims  at  nothing  less  than  the  extermination  of 
yourselves,  your  wives,  and  children.  They  seek  to  destroy  what  they 
can  not  plunder.  They  purpose  as  the  spoils  of  victory  that  your 
homes  shall  be  partitioned  among  the  wretches  whose  atrocious 
cruelties  have  stamped  infamy  on  their  Government.  They  design 
to  incite  servile  insurrection  and  light  the  fires  of  incendiarism 
wherever  they  can  reach  your  homes,  and  they  debauch  the  inferior 
race,  hitherto  docile  and  contented,  by  promising  indulgence  of  the 
vilest  passions  as  the  price  of  treachery.  Conscious  of  their  inability 
to  prevail  by  legitimate  warfare,  not  daring  to  make  peace  lest 
they  should  be  hurled  from  their  seats  of  power,  the  men  who  now 
rule  in  Washington  refuse  even  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  putting  an 
end  to  outrages  which  disgrace  our  age  or  to  listen  to  a  suggestion  for 
conducting  the  Avar  according  to  the  usages  of  civilization. 

Fellow  citizens,  no  alternative  is  left  you  but  victory  or  subjuga- 
tion, slavery,  and  the  utter  ruin  of  yourselves,  your  families,  and 
your  country.  The  victory  is  within  your  reach.  You  need  but 
stretch  forth  your  hands  to  grasp  it.  For  this  end  all  that  is  neces- 
sary is  that  those  who  are  called  to  the  field  by  every  motive  that 
can  move  the  human  heart  should  promptly  repair  to  the  post  of 
duty,  should  stand  by  their  comrades  now  in  front  of  the  foe,  and 
thus  so  strengthen  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  as  to  insure,  success. 
The  men  now  absent  from  their  posts  would,  if  present  in  the  field, 
suffice  to  create  numerical  equality  between  our  force  and  that  of  the 
invaders:  and  when  with  any  approach  to  such  equality  have  we 
failed  to  be  victorious?  I  believe  that  but  few  of  those  absent  are 
actuated  by  unwillingness  to  serve  their  country,  but  that  many  have 
found  it  difficult  to  resist  the  temptation  of  a  visit  to  their  homes 
and  the  loved  ones  from  whom  they  have  been  so  long  separated ; 
that  others  have  left  for  temporary  attention  to  their  affairs  with 
the  intention  of  returning,  and  then  have  shrunk  from  the  conse- 
quence of  the  violation  of  duty;  that  others  again  have  left  their  posts 
from  mere  restlessness  and  desire  of  change,  each  quieting  the  up- 
braidings  of  his  conscience  by  persuading  himself  that  his  individual 
services  could  have  no  influence  on  the  general  result.  These  and 
other  causes  (although  far  less  disgraceful  than  the  desire  to  avoid 
danger  or  to  escape  from  the  sacrifices  required  by  patriotism)  are, 
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nevertheless,  grievous  faults,  and  place  the  cause  of  our  beloved  coun- 
try and  of  everything  we  hold  dear  in  imminent  peril. 

I  repeat  that  the  men  who  now  owe  duty  to  their  country,  who 
have  been  called  out  and  have  not  yet  reported  for  duty,  or  who  have 
absented  themselves  from  their  posts  are  sufficient  in  number  to 
secure  us  victory  in  the  struggle  now  impending.  I  call  on  you,  then, 
mj'  countrymen,  to  hasten  to  your  camps  in  obedience  to  the  dictates 
of  honor  and  of  duty,  and  I  summon  those  who  have  absented  them- 
selves without  leave,  or  who  have  remained  absent  beyond  the  period 
allowed  by  their  furloughs,  to  repair  without  delay  to  their  respective 
commands:  and  I  do  hereby  declare  that  I  grant  a  general  pardon 
and  amnesty  to  all  officers  and  men  within  the  Confederacy  now  ab- 
sent without  leave  who  shall  with  the  least  possible  delay  return  to 
their  proper  posts  of  duty;  but  no  excuse  will  be  received  for  any 
delay  beyond  twenty  days  after  the  first  publication  of  this  proclama- 
tion in  the  State  in  which  the  absentee  may  be  at  the  date  of  publica- 
tion. This  amnesty  and  pardon  shall  extend  to  all  who  have  been 
accused,  or  who  have  been  convicted  and  are  undergoing  sentence  for 
absence  without  leave  or  desertion,  excepting  only  those  who  have 
been  twice  convicted  of  desertion. 

Finally,  I  conjure  my  countrywomen,  the  wives,  mothers,  sisters, 
and  daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  to  use  their  all-powerful  influence 
in  aid  of  this  call,  to  add  one  crowning  sacrifice  to  those  which  their 
patriotism  has  so  freely  and  constantly  offered  on  their  country's 
altar,  and  to  take  care  that  none  who  owe  service  in  the  field  shall  be 
sheltered  at  home  from  the  disgrace  of  having  deserted  their  duty  to 
their  families,  to  their  country,  and  to  their  God. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States,  at 
Richmond,  this  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

A.  Dudley  Mamn,  greeting: 

Reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  prudence,  integrity, 
and  ability,  I  do  appoint  you,  the  said  A.  Dudley  Mann,  special  envoy 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  the  Holy  See  and  to  deliver 
to  its  most  venerable  chief,  Pope  Pius  IX,  sovereign  pontiff  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  a  communication  which  I  have  addressed 
to  his  holiness  under  date  of  the  23d  of  this  month. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  24th  clay  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Address. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Oetohcr  l/h  1863. 

Soldiers:  A  grateful  country  lias  recognized  your  arduous  service, 
and  rejoiced  over  your  glorious  victory  on  the  field  of  Chicknmauga. 
When  your  countrymen  shall  more  fully  learn  the  adverse  circum- 
stances under  which  you  attacked  the  enemy — though  they  can  not 
be  more  thankful — they  may  admire  more  the  gallantry  and  patri- 
otic devotion  which  secured  your  success.  Representatives  of  every 
State  of  the  Confederacy,  your  steps  have  been  followed  with  affec- 
tionate solicitude  by  friends  in  every  portion  of  the  country.  De- 
fenders of  the  heart  of  our  territory,  your  movements  have  been  the 
object  of  intensest  anxiety.  The  hopes  of  our  cause  greatly  depend 
upon  you.  and  happy  it  is  that  all  can  securely  rely  upon  your  achiev- 
ing whatever,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  human  power  can 
effect. 

Though  you  have  done  much,  very  much  yet  remains  to  be  done. 
Behind  you  is  a  people  providing  for  your  support  and  depending 
on  you  for  protection.  Before  you  is  a  country  devastated  by  your 
ruthless  invader,  where  gentle  women,  feeble  age,  and  helpless  in- 
fancy have  been  subjected  to  outrages  without  parallel  in  the  war- 
fare of  civilized  nations.  "With  eager  eyes  they  watch  for  your  com- 
ing to  their  deliverance,  and  the  homeless  refugee  pines  for  the  hour 
when  your  victorious  arms  shall  restore  his  family  to  the  shelter  from 
which  they  have  been  driven.  Forced  to  take  up  arms  to  vindicate 
the  political  rights,  the  freedom,  equality,  and  State  sovereignty 
which  were  the  heritage  purchased  by  the  blood  of  your  revolutionary 
sires,  you  have  but  the  alternative  of  slavish  submission  to  despotic 
usurpation  or  the  independence  which  vigorous,  united,  persistent 
effort  will  secure.  All  which  fires  the  manly  breast,  nerves  the  patriot, 
and  exalts  the  hero  is  present  to  stimulate  and  sustain  you. 

Nobly  have  you  redeemed  the  pledges  given  in  the  name  of  free- 
dom to  the  memory  of  your  ancestors  and  the  rights  of  your  pos- 
terity. That  you  may  complete  the  mission  to  which  you  are  devoted 
will  require  of  you  such  exertion  in  the  future  as  you  have  made  in 
the  past — continuance  in  the  patient  endurance  of  toil  and  danger, 
and  that  self-denial  which  rejects  every  consideration  at  variance 
with  the  public  service  as  unworthy  of  the  holy  cause  in  which  you 
are  engaged. 

When  the  war  shall  have  ended,  the  highest  meed  of  praise  will  be 
due,  and  probably  given,  to  him  who  has  claimed  least  for  himself 
in  proportion  to  the  service  he  has  rendered,  and  the  bitterest  self- 
reproach  which  may  hereafter  haunt  the  memory  of  any  one  will 
be  to  him  who  has  allowed  selfish  aspiration  to  prevail  over  a  desire 
for  the  public  good.  United  as  you  are  in  a  common  destiny,  obe- 
dience and  cordial  cooperation  are  essentially  necessary,  and  there 
is  no  higher  duty  than  that  which  requires  each  to  render  to  all  what 
is  due  to  their  station.  He  who  sows  the  seeds  of  discontent  and  dis- 
trust prepares  for  the  harvest  of  slaughter  and  defeat.  To  zeal  you 
have  added  gallantry;  to  gallantry,  energy;  to  energy,  fortitude. 
Crown  these  with  harmony,  due  subordination,  and  cheerful  support 
of  lawful  authority,  that  the  measure  of  your  duty  may  be  full. 
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I  fervently  hope  that  the  ferocious  war  so  unjustly  waged  against 
our  country  mav  be  soon  ended,  that,  with  the  blessing  of  peace,  you 
may  be  restored  to  your  homes  and  the  useful  pursuits ;  and  I  pray 
that  our  heavenly  Father  may  cover  you  with  the  shield  of  his  pro- 
tection in  the  hours  of  battle  and  endow  you  with  the  virtues  which 
will  close  your  trials  in  victory  complete. 

Jeffebson  Davis. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

William  Preston,  greeting: 

Reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity,  prudence, 
and  ability,  I  have  nominated  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  do  appoint  you,  the  said  William  Preston,  of 
Kentucky,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  the  Government  of  Mexico, 
authorizing  you  hereby  to  do  and  perform  all  such  matters  and 
things  as  to  the  said  place  or  office  doth  appertain,  or  may  be  duly 
given  you  in  charge  hereafter,  and  the  said  office  to  hold  arid  exercise 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for 
the  time  being. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  7th  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  18G4. 

[seal,.]  Jeffkkkon  Davis. 

By  the  President: 

J.   P.   PjENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  General  William  Preston,  I  have,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appointed  him  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  and  have  invested  him  with  full 
and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority  for  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Confederate  States  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person  or  persons, 
duly  authorized  by  the  Mexican  Government,  being  furnished  with 
like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat, 
consult,  and  negotiate  concerning  all  matters  and  subjects  interesting 
to  both  nations,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  con- 
vention or  conventions,  touching  the  premises,  transmitting  the  same 
to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent,  of  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
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Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  7th  day  of 
January.  A.  1).  1804. 

[seal.]  Jeffekkon  Davis. 

By  the  President: 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Bin  Imperial  Majesty,  Maximilian,  etc. 

Gkeat  and  Good  Fhiend  :  Animated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire 
to  establish  and  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  Government  of  Mexico,  I 
have  for  that  purpose  selected  General  William  Preston,  one  of  our 
most  intelligent,  esteemed,  and  worthy  citizens,  and  have  commis- 
sioned him  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  Confederate  States,  to  reside  near  the  court  of  your  Imperial 
Majesty.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  your  Imperial  Majesty  will  therefore  be  pleased 
to  (jive  full  credence  to  whatever  representations  he  may  make  in 
its  behalf. 

May  God  preserve  your  Majesty  in  His  safe  and  holy  keeping. 
Your  {rood  friend, 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Richmond,  January  7,  J8(>4- 

Jefferson  Darin.  President  of  the  Confederate  Stat.cn  of  America,  to 

all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  greetiny: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integ- 
rity, ability,  and  punctuality  of  Walker  Fearn,  I  have  nominated, 
and.  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  do  appoint 
him  secretary  of  legation  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  do  authorize 
and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfill  the  duties  of  that  office 
according  to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office  with  all 
powers,  privileges,  and  emoluments  to  the  same,  of  right  appertain- 
ing unto  him,  the  said  Walker  Fearn,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  sen!  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

(iiven  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  the  7th  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President: 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Resolutions  of  thanks. 

Whereas  the  campaigns  of  the  brave  and  gallant  armies  covering 
the  capital  of  the  Confederate  States  during  the  two  successive  years 
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of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  and  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  under  the  leadership  and  command  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee 
have  been  crowned  with  glorious  results,  defeating  greatly  superior 
forces  massed  by  the  enemy  for  the  conquest  of  these  States,  repelling 
the  invaders  with  immense  losses,  and  twice  transferring  the  battle 
field  from  our  own  country  to  that  of  the  enemy;  and  whereas  the 
masterly  and  glorious  achievements,  rendering  forever  memorable 
the  fields  of  the  "Seven  Days  of  Great  Battles,"  which  raised  the 
siege  of  Richmond,  as  well  as  those  of  Cedar  Run,  Second  Manassas, 
Harper's  Ferry.  Boonsboro,  Shnrpsbnrjr,  Shepherdstown,  Fredericks- 
burg, Winchester,  Gettysburg,  and  Chancellorsville,  command  the 
admiration  and  gratitude  of  our  country;  and  whereas  these  and 
other  illustrious  services  rendered  by  this  able  commander  since  the 
commencement  of  our  war  of  independence  have  especially  endeared 
him  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  and  have  imposed  on  Congress 
the  grateful  duty  of  giving  expression  to  their  feelings :  Therefore 

Resolved  by  the  Congress,  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  tendered,  to  General 
Robert  E.  Lee  and  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Confederate 
armies  under  his  command  for  the  great  and  signal  victories  they 
have  won  over  the  vast  hosts  of  the  enemy  and  for  the  inestimable 
services  they  have  rendered  in  defense  of  the  liberty  and  independ- 
ence of  our  country. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  these 
resolutions  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee  and  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
herein  designated. 

Approved  January  8,  18C4. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 
James  M.  Mason,  greeting: 

Reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity,  prudence, 
and  ability,  I  have  nominated  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  do  appoint  you,  the  said  James  M.  Mason,  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  be  commissioner  to  represent  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  to  such  foreign  nations  as  I  shall  from  time  to  time  direct 
you  to  visit ;  authorizing  you  hereby  to  do  and  perform  all  such  mat- 
ters and  things  as  to  the  said  place  or  office  doth  appertain,  or  as  may 
be  duly  given  you  in  charge  hereafter:  and  the  said  office  to  hold  and 
exercise  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  the  time  being. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  18th  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

lSEAIj-.l  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

all  to  whom,  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 

between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the ,  and 

reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and 
abilities  of  the  Honorable  James  M.  Mason,  I  have,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appointed  him  commissioner  of  the 

Confederate  States  to  ,  and  have  invested  him  with  full 

and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority  for  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Confederate  States,  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person  or  persons 

duly  authorized  by  the  Government,  being  furnished  with 

like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  con- 
sult and  negotiate  concerning  all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to 
both  nations,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  conven- 
tion or  conventions,  touching  the  premises,  transmitting  the  same  to 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  18th  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


His  Excellency,  etc. 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  animated  by  a  de- 
sire to  unite  and  bind  together  our  respective  countries  by  friendly 
ties,  has  appointed  the  Honorable  James  M.  Mason,  one  of  our  most 
esteemed  and  trustworthy  citizens,  as  commissioner  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  the  of  ;  and  I  have  now  the 

honor  to  introduce  him  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  ask  for  him  a 
reception  and  treatment  corresponding  to  his  station,  and  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  he  is  sent. 

Those  purposes  he  will  more  particularly  explain  to  you. 

Hoping  that  through  his  agency  these  may  be  accomplished,  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  assur- 
ance of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  18  January,  186/t- 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State.. 

To  all  whom,  tliese  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  the  bearer  hereof,  the  Honorable  James  M.  Mason, 
is  proceeding  to as  commissioner  of  this  Government. 
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These  are  therefore  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  permit 
him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  to  pass  freely  without  let  or  molesta- 
tion, and  to  extend  to  him  all  such  friendly  aid  and  protection  as 
would  be  extended  to  commissioners  of  foreign  countries  resorting 
to  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  signed  my  name 
and  caused  the  seal  of  this  Department  to  be  affixed  at  the  city  of 
Richmond  this  18th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  18G4. 

[seal.]  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jefferson  Dark,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 

a/7  who  shall  see  these  -presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
ability,  and  punctuality  of  James  E.  Macfarland,  I  have  nominated 
and.  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  do  appoint  him 
secretary  of  legation  to  the  Honorable  James  M.  Mason,  and  do 
authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfill  the  duties  of  that 
office  according  to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office,  with  all 
the  powers,  privileges,  and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  apper- 
taining unto  him,  the  said  James  E.  Macfarland,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

(iiven  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  18th  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Whereas  Major  Ileros  von  Borcke,  of  Prussia,  adjutant  and  in- 
spector general  of  the  cavalry  corps  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, having  left  his  own  country  to  assist  in  securing  the  independ- 
ence of  ours,  and  by  his  personal  gallantry  in  the  field  having  won 
the  admiration  of  his  comrades  as  well  as  that  of  his  commanding 
general,  all  of  whom  deeply  sympathize  with  him  in  his  present  suffer^ 
ings  from  the  wounds  received  in  battle:  Therefore 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  arc  due,  and  the  same  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Major  von  Borcke  for  his  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  our 
Confederacy  and  for  his  distinguished  services  in  support  of  its 
cause. 

Resolred,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  transmitted 
to  Major  von  Borcke  by  the  P resident  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Approved  January  30,  18G4. 
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Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  have  received, 
with  the  liveliest  emotions,  the  cheering  intelligence  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  Tennessee  troops  composing  the  Army  of  Tennessee, 
under  the  command  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  have  tendered 
their  services  to  the  country  during  the  war;  it  is,  therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  cordially  given  to  the  gallant 
soldiers  of  Tennessee,  who  have,  in  advance  of  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, and  before  their  three  years'  term  of  service  had  expired,  vol- 
untarily tendered  their  services  to  the  country  during  the  war,  with 
the  heroic  determination  never  to  abandon' the  field  till  the  last 
vandal  invader  is  driven  from  our  soil  and  our  freedom  won. 

Resolved.  That,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  struggle  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  and  the  great  stake  at  issue — the  freedom  of  our 
country — the  Congress  indulges  the  confident  hope  that  the  example 
so  heroically  set  by  their  brothers  in  arms  will  be  followed  by  our 
whole  Army,  thus  giving  to  the  world,  after  nearly  three  years  of 
arduous  struggle,  an  earnest  of  their  determination  to  die  or  be  free. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  have  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolution  sent  to  the  commanders  of  the  Army,  with 
the  request  that  they  communicate  them  to  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
as  an  evidence  of  the  high  appreciation  in  which  they  are  gratefully 
held  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  their 
heroic  valor  displayed  on  so  many  memorable  occasions,  and  for  their 
fortitude  and  perseverance  under  so  many  trials. 

Approved  February  3, 1864. 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  having  learned  through 
the  public  press  of  the  reenlistment  for  the  war  of  the  North  Carolina 
brigade  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  serving  under  General 
Hubert  D.  Johnston:  Therefore 

Resolved  Ijij  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  -patriotism  and  spirit  of  the  North  Carolina  troops,  evinced 
by  their  prompt  and  voluntary  devotion  of  themselves  afresh  to  the 
service  of  the  country,  are  beyond  all  praise,  and  deserve  the  un- 
bounded gratitude  of  the  country. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 


Resolved  In/  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  tendered  to  the  gallant  troops  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  who  have,  with 
signal  unanimity,  volunteered  their  services  for  the  war. 

Sec.  2.  Resolved,  That  the  lofty  and  self-sacrificing  spirit  ex- 
hibited by  this  noble  act  deserves  and  will  receive  the  commendation 
and  gratitude  of  every  true  patriot. 

Sf.c.  3.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  equally  due, 
and  are  tendered,  to  the  patriotic  and  self-sacrificing  troops  who,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  placed  their  services  at  the  disposal 
of  their  country  without  condition  or  limit  as  to  time. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Second  Florida  Regiment, 
who,  after  n  service  of  distinguished  gallantry  and  heroic  suffering 
for  nearly  three  years,  did,  on  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  at  a  meeting 
held  near  Rap'iclan  Station,  Virginia,  resolve  to  reenlist  for  the  war 
at  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of  service. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 


Whereas  the  Alabama  troops  composing  the  brigade  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Cullen  A.  Battle,  in  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  volunteered  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  upon  the  first 
call  for  troops  for  the  defense  of  Virginia,  have  participated  in  every 
battle  fought  by  that  army,  from  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines  to  that 
of  Gettysburg,  always  winning  by  their  gallantry  and  devotion  de- 
served praise  and  honor,  and  now,  after  enduring  for  nearly  three, 
years  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  active  military  service,  have  re- 
enlisted  for  the  war:  Therefore 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  cordially  ten- 
dered, to  the  Alabama  troops,  who,  by  their  renewing  the  offer  of 
their  services  to  the  country  for  the  war  in  advance  of  any  legislative 
action,  have  shown  a  spirit  undaunted,  a  heroic  determination  to 
battle  ever  until  the  independence  of  their  country  is  established, 
and  a  consecration  to  the  cause  of  liberty  worthy  of  imitation  by 
their  comrades. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  commander  and 
troops  of  said  brigade  as  an  evidence  of  the  grateful  appreciation  by 
Congress  of  their  fortitude  and  heroism  during  the  trials  and  dan- 
gers of  past  services,  and  of  their  late  act  of  patriotism,  confirming 
the  faith  and  reassuring  the  hope  of  the  patriot. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  having 
learned  that  the  division  of  troops  commanded  by  Major-General 
Kodes  have  reenlisted  for  the  war,  do — 

Resolve,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  the  officers  and  troops  commanded  bv  Major-General  Rodes 
for  the  patriotism  exhibited  by  them  in  reenlisting  for  the  war  as 
well  as  for  the  gallantry  they  have  always  displayed  upon  the  field 
of  battle;  and  they  are  assured  that  their  country  will  always  bear 
in  grateful  remembrance  the  noble  manner  in  which  they  have  come 
to  her  assistance  in  the  hour  of  her  need. 

Resolved,  further  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate 
this  resolution  to  General  Eodes  and  the  officers  and  troops  under 
his  command. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 
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Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  hereby  cordially  tendered, 
to  the  gallant  brigade  of  North  Carolina  troops  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  S.  D.  Ramseur,  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, for  their  devoted  patriotism  in  unanimously  offering  their 
valuable  services  to  the  Confederacy  for  the  war,  after  having  al- 
ready signalized  their  patriotic  zeal,  fortitude,  and  valor  on  many 
fields  of  battle  and  in  many  scenes  of  trial. 

Approved  February  6,  1861. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
Colonel  Thomas  G  Lamar  and  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the 
gallant  and  successful  defense  of  Secession ville  against  the  greatly 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  sixty-two. 

Approved  February  8,  1864. 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are 
hereby  cordially  given,  to  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Richard  Dowl- 
ing,  and  the  forty-one  men  composing  the  Davis  Guards,  under  their 
command,  for  their  daring,  gallant,  and  successful  defense  of  Sabine 
Pass,  Texas,  against  the  attack  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  eighth  of 
September  last  with  a  fleet  of  five  gunboats  and  twenty-two  steam 
transports,  carrying  a  land  force  of  fifteen  thousand  men. 

Revolved,  That  this  defense,  resulting,  under  the  providence  of 
God,  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  the  capture  of  two  gunboats,  with 
more  than  three  hundred  prisoners,  including  the  commander  of  the 
fleet,  the  crippling  of  a  third  gunboat,  the  dispersion  of  the  trans- 
ports, and  preventing  the  invasion  of  Texas,  constitutes,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Congress,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and  heroic  achievements  in 
the  history  of  this  war  and  entitles  the  Davis  Guards  to  the  gratitude 
and  admiration  of  their  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the 
foregoing  resolutions  to  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Dowling,  and 
the  men  under  their  command. 

Approved  February  8,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due.  and  are  hereby  cor- 
dially tendered,  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  his  command  for  their  gallant  and  successful  defense  of  the 
city  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina — a  defense  which  for  the  skill, 
heroism,  and  tenacity  displayed  by  the  defenders  during  an  attack 
scarcely  paralleled  in  warfare,  whether  we  consider  the  persistent 
efforts  of  the  enemy  or  his  almost  boundless  resources  in  the  most 
improved  and  formidable  artillery  and  the  most  powerful  engines 
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of  war  hitherto  known — is  justly  entitled  to  be  pronounced  glorious 
by  impartial  history  and  an  admiring  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the  fore- 
going resolution  to  General  Beauregard  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  command. 

Approved  February  8,  1864. 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  Major-General  Patrick  K.  Cleburne  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command  for  the  victory  obtained  by  them  over  su- 
perior forces  of  the  enemy  at  Ringgold  Gap,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
•  three,  by  which  the  advance  of  the  enemy  was  impeded,  our  wagon 
train  and  most  of  our  artillery  saved,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
enemy  killed  and  wounded. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the  fore- 
going resolution  to  Major-General  Cleburne  and  his  command. 

Approved  February  9.  1864. 


Address. 

General  Orders,  1  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  19.  J  Richmond,  February  JO,  1864. 

The  following  address  of  the  President  is  published  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Army : 

Soldiers  of  the  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States: 

In  the  long  and  bloody  war  in  which  your  country  is  engaged  you 
have  achieved  many  noble  triumphs.  You  have  won  glorious  vic- 
tories over  vastly  more  numerous  hosts.  You  have  cheerfully  borne 
privations  and  toil  to  which  you  were  unused.  You  have  readily 
submitted  to  restraints  upon  your  individual  will  that  the  citizen 
might  better  perform  his  duty  to  the  State  as  a  soldier.  To  all  these 
you  have  lately  added  another  triumph — the  noblest  of  human  con- 
quests— a  victory  over  yourselves. 

As  the  time  drew  near  when  you  who  first  entered  the  service 
might  well  have  been  expected  to  claim  relief  from  your  arduous 
labors  and  restoration  to  the  endearments  of  home  you  have  heeded 
only  the  call  of  your  suffering  country.  Again  you  come  to  tender 
your  service  for  the  public  defense— a  free  offering  which  only  such 
patriotism  as  yours  could  make,  a  triumph  worthy  of  you  and  "of  the 
cause  to  which  you  are  devoted. 

I  would  in  vain  attempt  adequately  to  express  the  emotions  with 
which  I  received  the  testimonials  of  confidence  and  regard  which  you 
have  recently  addressed  to  me.  To  some  of  those  first  received  sepa- 
rate acknowledgments  were  returned.  But  it  is  now  apparent  that 
a  like  generous  enthusiasm  pervades  the  whole  Army,  and  that  the 
only  exception  to  such  magnanimous  tender  will  be  of  those  who 
having  originally  entered  for  the  war,  can  not  display  anew  their 
zeal  in  the  public  service.    It  is,  therefore,  deemed  appropriate,  and 
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it  is  hoped  will  be  equally  acceptable,  to  make  a  general  acknowledg- 
ment instead  of  successive  special  responses.  Would  that  it  were 
possible  to  render  my  thanks  to  you  in  person  and  in  the  name  of 
our  common  country  as  well  as  in  my  own  while  pressing  the  hand  of 
each  war-worn  veteran,  to  recognize  his  title  to  our  love,  gratitude, 
and  admiration! 

Soldiers!  By  your  will  (for  you  and  the  people  are  but  one)  I 
have  been  placed  in  a  position  which  debars  me  from  sharing  your 
dangers,  your  sufferings,  and  your  privations  in  the  field.  With 
pride  and  affection  my  heart  lias  accompanied  you  in  every  march; 
with  solicitude  .it  has  sought  to  minister  to  your  every  want ;  with 
exultation  it  has  marked  your  every  heroic  achievement.  Yet  never 
in  the  toilsome  march,  nor  in  the  weary  watch,  nor  in  the  des- 
perate assault,  have  you  rendered  a  service  so  decisive  in  results 
as  in  this  last  display  of  the  highest  qualities  of  devotion  and  self- 
sacrifice  which  can  adorn  the  character  of  the  warrior  patriot. 

Already  the  pulse  of  the  whole  people  beats  in  unison  with 
yours.  Already  they  compare  your  spontaneous  and  unanimous 
offer  of  your  lives  for  the  defense  of  your  country  with  the  halt- 
ing and  reluctant  service  of  the  mercenaries  who  are  purchased  by 
the  enemy  at  the  price  of  higher  bounties  than  have  hitherto  been 
known  in  war.  Animated  by  this  contrast,  they  exhibit  cheerful 
confidence  and  more  resolute  bearing.  Even  the  murmurs  of  the 
weak  and  timid,  who  shrink  from  the  trials  which  make  stronger 
and  firmer  your  noble  natures,  are  shamed  into  silence  by  the  spec- 
tacle which  j'ou  present.  Your  brave  battle  cry  will  ring  loud  and 
clear  through  the  land  of  the  enemy  as  well  as  our  own,  will  silence 
the  vainglorious  boastings  of  their  corrupt  partisans  and  their  pen- 
sioned press,  and  will  do  justice  to  the  calumny  by  which  they  seek 
to  persuade  a  deluded  people  that  you  are  ready  to  purchase  dis- 
honorable safety  by  degrading  submission. 

Soldiers !  The  coming  spring  campaign  will  open  under  auspices 
well  calculated  to  sustain  your  hopes.  Your  resolution  needed  noth- 
ing to  fortify  it.  With  ranks  replenished  under  the  influence  of 
3'our  example  and  by  the  aid  of  your  representatives,  who  give  earn- 
est of  their  purpose  to  add  by  legislation  largely  to  your  strength, 
you  may  welcome  the  invader  with  a  confidence  justified  by  the 
memory  of  past  victories.  On  the  other  hand,  debt,  taxation,  repe- 
tition of  heavy  drafts,  dissensions,  occasioned  by  the  strife  for  power, 
by  the  pursuit  of  the  spoils  of  office,  by  the  thirst  for  the  plunder 
of  the  Public  Treasury,  and,  above  all,"  the  consciousness  of  a  bad 
cause,  must  tell  with  fearful  force  upon  the  overstrained  energies 
of  the  enemy.  His  campaign  in  1864  must,  from  the  exhaustion  of 
his  resources  both  in  men  and  money,  be  far  less  formidable  than 
those  of  the  last  two  years,  when  unimpaired  means  were  used  with 
boundless  prodigality  and  with  results  which  are  suggested  by  the 
mention  of  the  glorious  names  of  Shiloh  and  Perry ville,  and  Mur- 
freesboro  and  Chickamauga,  and  the  Chickahominy  and  Manassas, 
and  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville. 

Soldiers !  Assured  success  awaits  us  in  our  holy  struggle  for  lib- 
erty and  independence  and  for  the  preservation  of  all  that  renders 
life  desirable  to  honorable  men.  When  that  success  shall  be  reached, 
to  you— your  country's  hope  and  pride — under  Divine  Providence, 
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will  it  be  due.  The  fruits  of  that  success  will  not  be  reaped  by  you 
alone,  but  your  children  and  your  children's  children,  in  long  gen- 
erations to  come,  will  enjoy  blessings  derived  from  you  that  will 
preserve  your  memory  ever  living  in  their  hearts. 

Citizen  defenders  of  the  homes,  the  liberties,  and  the  altars  of  the 
Confederacy !  That  the  God  whom  we  all  humbly  worship  may 
shield  you  with  his  Fatherly  care  and  preserve  you  for  safe  return 
to  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  your  friends  and  the  association  of 
those  vou  most  We  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  your  Commander  in 
Chief/ 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Richmond,  February  9,  J864. 

By  order : 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the  country  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered,  to  the  members  of  McClung's  battery  for  the  chival- 
rous and  patriotic  manner  in  which  they  have  revolunteered  and 
tendered  their  services  for  the  war,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be  transmitted  to  them  without  delay. 

Approved  February  13, 18G4. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Tenth  Mississippi  Regiment 
for  having  patriotically  and  in  a  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  devotion 
reenlisted  for  the  war. 

Resolved,  That  a  record  of  these  proceedings  be  forthwith  fur- 
nished to  the  troops  comprising  the  Tenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 

Approved  February  13,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
That  the  communication  of  Major  Francis  W.  Smith,  commanding' 
a  battalion  of  Virginia  Artillery,  stationed  at  Drewry's  Bluff  com- 
posed of  "United  Artillery,"  Captain  Thomas  Kevill;  "Johnston 
Artillery,"  Captain  B.  J.  Epes;  "  Neblett's  Artillery,"  Captain  W  G 
Coleman:  and  "  Southside  Artillery,"  Captain  J.  W.  Drewry  an- 
nouncing their  voluntary  reenlistment  for  the  war,  is  hailed  'with 
pleasure  by  Congress  as  an  evidence  of  unfaltering  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  independence  and  of  stern  determination  to 
resist  to  the  utmost  the  wicked  purposes  of  a  relentless  and  merci- 
less foe. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due.  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  this  command  for  their  gallant 
and  patriotic  conduct  "  in  unanimously  reenlisting  for  the  war  under 
such  regulations  as  Congress  mav  prescribe." 

Approved  February  15,  1864/ 
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Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the  country  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and 
Thirteenth  Regiments  of  North  Carolina  troops,  who  hsive  so  gal- 
lantly revolunteered  for  the  war,  and  have  pledged  themselves,  their 
lives,  and  fortunes  never  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  our  soil  is 
freed  from  the  invading  foe  and  our  independence  obtained. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby,  through  its 
representatives  in  Congress,  tendered,  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Third  Georgia  Regiment,  who  were  the  first  to  leave  their  State 
to  battle  on  the  soil  of  Virginia,  whose  gallant  dead  have  been 
left  on  many  of  her  historic  battle  fields,  and  which  entire  regi- 
ment, to  a  man,  have  cheerfully  and  unanimously  reenlisted  for  the 
war,  heroically  resolving  that  as  they  were  among  the  first  to  take 
up  arms  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  independence  they  will  be  the 
last  to  lay  them  down. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  gratefully  ten- 
dered, to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  gallant  Twenty -second  Regi- 
ment of  Virginia  Infantry  for  their  noble  zeal  and  patriotism  in 
reenlisting  for  the  war. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to  Hart's  battery, 
Hampton's  Legion,  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  for  their  gallant  and 
patriotic  resolution,  recently  adopted,  to  reenlist  for  the  war. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Forty-sixth  and  Fifty-fifth  Regiments  of  Tennessee  Volunteers  for 
the  promptness  and  patriotism  they  have  displayed  in  unanimously 
reenlisting  for  the  war  "  under  such  regulations  as  Congress  may 
prescribe." 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate'  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  of  Mississippi  troops,  Colonel  Samuel 
E.  Baker  commanding,  for  their  patriotic  resolution,  recently  adopted, 
to  reenlist  for  the  war. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 
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Whereas,  in  addition  to  the  various  brigades  and  regiments  of  vet- 
eran troops  from  the  State  of  Alabama  to  whom  Congress  has  hereto- 
fore given  evidence  of  grateful  appreciation  by  vote  of  thanks  for  re- 
enlisting  for  the  war,  other  brigades  and  regiments  are  nobly  coming 
to  the  rescue  of  their  imperiled  country  by  such  reenlistment,  thus 
furnishing  evidence  that  the  citizen  soldiery  from  that  State  have 
determined  never  to  abandon  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged 
until  our  independence  shall  have  been  achieved :  Therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  alike  to 
the  gallant  soldiery  from  the  State  of  Alabama  who,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, enlisted  for  the  war,  and  to  those  who,  notwithstanding  the 
toils  and  hardships  of  many  a  weary  march  and  perils  of  many  a 
hard-fought  battle,  have  voluntarily  come  forward  and  offered  their 
labors  and  lives. 

Resolved,  That  such  noble  examples  of  heroism  and  self-sacrifice 
will  ever  be  remembered  by  a  grateful  country,  and  should  stimulate 
all  those  who  remain  at  home  to  redouble  their  exertions  to  provide 
not  only  for  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  those  patriotic  warriors, 
but  for  their  families  and  loved  ones  whom  they  have  left  behind.  • 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  bff  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  heartily  ten- 
dered, to  the  Seventh  and  Twelfth  Regiments  Virginia  Cavalry  for 
the  patriotic  and  indomitable  spirit  they  have  displayed  in  so 
promptly  reenlisting  for  the  war,  and  that  they  have  entitled  them- 
selves to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  their  country  in  thus  renewing  their 
vows  of  consecration  to  the  sacred  cause  of  Southern  independence. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  tlie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  cordially 
tendered,  to  the  gallant  troops  of  Lomax's  cavalry  brigade  for  their 
patriotic  example  in  reenlisting  for  the  war,  and  that  the  lofty  and 
determined  spirit  they  have  displayed  in  thus  dedicating  themselves 
afresh  to  the  cause  of  independence  will  entitle  them  to  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 

u    £™°ps  in  tne  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  from 

the  State  of  Georgia  who  have  so  promptly  and  so  gallantly  reenlisted 

for  the  war. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  action  of  those  who  from  the  beginning  have  stood 
in  front  of  danger  and  endured  every  hardship  in  thus  so  cheerfully 
resolving  to  remain  the  voluntary  bulwark  of  our  country's  defense 
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is  commended  by  the  Congress  to  all  the  people  of  the  Confederate 
States  as  an  example  worthy  of  patriotic  emulation,  and  should  be 
accepted  by  everyone  as  the  signal  for  renewed  devotion  to  the  cause 
and  for  increased  and  universal  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  a  struggle 
on  the  issue  of  which  depends  not  only  Confederate  and  State  inde- 
pendence but  the  very  existence  of  constitutional  government  in 
America. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Sixty-first  Virginia  Regiment  of  Infantry  and 
the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment  of  Cavalry  for  having  patriotically  and 
in  a  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  devotion  reenlisted  for  the  war. 

Sec.  2.  Resolved,  That  a  record  of  these  proceedings  be  forthwith 
furnished  to  the  troops  composing  the  above-named  regiments. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Commander  John  Taylor  Wood, 
Confederate  States'  Navy,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  the  daring  and  brilliantly  executed  plans  which  re- 
sulted in  the  capture  of  the  United  States  transport  schooner  Elmore, 
on  the  Potomac  River;  of  the  ship  Allegheny  [Alleghanian],  and  the 
United  States  gunboats  Satellite  and  Reliance,  and  the  United  States 
transport  schooners  Golden-  Rod,  Coquette,  and  Two  Brothers,  on  the 
Chesapeake ;  and,  more  recently,  in  the  capture  from  under  the  guns 
of  the  enemy's  works  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Underwriter,  on 
the  Neuse  River,  near  New  Berne,  North  Carolina,  with  the  officers 
and  crews  of  the  several  vessels  brought  off  as  prisoners. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  tendered  to  the  Fifteenth,  Twenty- 
Seventh,  and  Thirtieth  Regiments  of  North  Carolina  troops  for 
their  patriotic  devotion  to  our  cause  in  reenlisting  for  the  war. 

Approved  February  15, 1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due.  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  the  enlisted  men  of  Douglas's  (Texas)  battery  for  the  pa- 
triotic resolutions  adopted  by  them  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  ,7 anii- 
ary  last,  and  by  which  they  reenlisted  in  the  military  service  of  the 
country  for  the  war. 

Approved  February  16,  1864. 
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Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  reenlistment  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Twenty- Seventh  .Regi- 
ments of  North  Carolina  troops,  Cooke's  brigade,  is  a  grateful  testi- 
mony of  devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  Southern  independence,  and 
entitles  them  to  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  said  regiments  for  their  noble  and  patriotic  con- 
duct in  reenlisting  for  the  war. 

Approved  February  16, 1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  Congress  hails  with  delight  the  manifestations  evinced  by  the 
brave  and  gallant  officers  and  privates  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  Ala- 
bama Volunteers,  who  have  stood  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  for  near 
three  years,  never  to  yield  to  Northern  oppression ;  and  for  this  act 
of  patriotism  and  exalted  self-sacrifice  in  reenlisting  for  the  war  the 
thanks  of  Congress  and  the  country  are  eminently  due  them.  That 
the  example  of  those  brave  men  who  have  endured  the  dangers  and 
perils  of  the  war  since  its  commencement  is  a  happy  omen  for  the 
future,  and  should  encourage  Congress  and  the  country  to  rest  with 
an  abiding  hope  and  confidence  in  the  success  of  our  arms  and  the 
final  triumph  of  liberty,  under  the  lead  of  those  brave  and  uncon- 
querable spirits. 

Approved  February  16,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith  for  the  signal  victory  achieved  by  him  in 
the  battle  of  Richmond,  Kentucky,  on  the  thirtieth  of  August,  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-one  [1862],  and  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  his  command  engaged  in  that  battle;  and  especially  to  General 
Churchill,  General  Cleburne,  and  Colonel  Preston  Smith,  of  whom 
he  says :  "  I  almost  fear  to  particularize,  lest  I  do  not  full  justice  to 
all.  But  I  can  not  close  without  expressing  my  admiration  at  the 
promptness  and  intelligence  with  which  Generals  Churchill,  Cle- 
burne, and  Colonel  Preston  Smith  executed  the  orders  given  to  them." 

Sec.  2.  Resolved,  That  special  acknowledgments  and  commendation 
are  declared  for  that  highest  order  of  generalship  with  which  this 
victory  was  followed  up,  utterly  annihilating  with  five  thousand  an 
army  of  ten  thousand,  of  whom  full  five  thousand  were  actually  cap- 
tured, besides  the  slain  in  battle;  and  for  the  brilliant  campaign,  in 
which  the  speed,  vigor,  and  constancy  of  a  rapid  advance  resulted  in 
planting  the  Confederate  flag  upon  the  capitol  of  Kentucky,  and 
upon  the  shores  of  the  Ohio  River,  in  front  of  the  great  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Sec.  3.  Resolved,  That  the  superior  generalship  displayed  in  rapidly 
gathering  the  immediate  fruits  of  a  victory,  and  in  following  it 
promptly  with  a  campaign  of  activity,  enterprise,  and  unwearied  con- 
stancy, renders  it  worthy  of  the  applause  of  the  Government  and  the 
emulation  of  the  Army. 


LIST   OF   PAPERS.  169 

Sec.  4.  Resolved,  That  the  President  is  requested,  in  appropriate 
general  orders,  to  make  public  the  sense  of  Congress  in  the  premises, 
and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  communicated  to  General  E.  Kirby  Smith 
and  the  officers  named,  and  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  each  regiment 
engaged  in  that  battle. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 

Whereas,  Poague's  artillery  battalion,  Third  Army  Corps,  North- 
ern Virginia,  has  patriotically  reenlisted  to  serve  during  the  war: 
Therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the  country  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  said  battalion  for  this  act 
of  noble  and  patriotic  devotion  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged, 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  oj  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Thirty-Ninth  [Seventh]  Missis- 
sippi Regiment  for  their  patriotic  determination  to  continue  in  the 
service  until  the  independence  of  these  States  shall  have  been  firmly 
established. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
.this  resolution  to  the  regiment  whose  patriotic  devotion  to  their  coun- 
try's cause  it  is  designed  to  acknowledge. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the  country  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Regiment  of 
North  Carolina  troops  for  their  gallant  conduct  in  re  volunteering 
for  the  war. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resolve, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
the  enlisted  men  of  the  Surry  Light  Artillery,  Captain  J.  D.  Harkins, 
for  their  patriotic  resolutions  adopted  on  the  ninth  day  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  for  their  manifestation  of  zeal 
in  our  struggle  and  devotion  to  their  country's  cause  by  reenlisting 
for  the  war. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


Whereas  the  Pee  Dee  Artillery  of  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  early 
in  the  present  struggle  for  Southern  independence,  tendered  their 
services  to  the  Government  for  the  period  of  the  war,  and  have 
recently  renewed  their  pledge  to  serve  their  country  until  the  last  in- 
vader is  driven  from  our  soil :  Therefore — 
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Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
Thiit  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  cordially  tendered, 
Pee  Dee  Artillery  of  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  for  their  patriotic 
reenlistment  for  the  war. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  That  the 
thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Orr's  Rifles, 
the  First,  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth  Regiment's,  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  composing  McGowan's  brigade,  for  their  pa- 
triotic devotion  to  the  cause  of  Southern  independence,  as  manifested 
by  their  recent  action,  unanimously  reiterating  their  determination 
to  serve  during  the  war;  in  thus  renewing  their  pledges,  after  nearly 
three  years  of  arduous  and  gallant  service,  they  have  met  the  expecta- 
tion of  their  country,  and  are  entitled  to  its  approbation. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  again  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered, 
to  General  N.  B.  Forrest  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command 
for  meritorious  service  in  the  field,  and  especially  for  the  daring, 
skill,  and  perseverance  exhibited  in  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  the 
largely  superior  forces  of  the  enemy  near  Rome,  Ga.,  in  May  last; 
for  gallant  conduct  at  Chickamauga;  and  for  his  recent  brilliant 
services  in  west  Tennessee. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  hereby  cordially  tendered, 
to  Lieutenant-Genera  1  James  Longstreet  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  command  for  their  patriotic  services  and  brilliant  achievements 
in  the  present  war,  sharing,  as  they  have,  the  arduous  fatigues  and 
privations  of  many  campaigns  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  and  participating  in  nearly  every  great  bat- 
tle fought  in  those  States ;  the  commanding  general  ever  displaying 
great  ability,  skill,  and  prudence  in  command,  and  the  officers  and 
men  the  most  heroic  bravery,  fortitude,  and  energy  in  every  duty 
they  may  have  been  called  upon  to  perform. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  resolution  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  for  publi- 
cation to  his  command. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
I  hat  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  cordially  ten- 
dered, to  Major-General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  and  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command  for  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  skill  durin"- 
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the  present  war,  especially  as  displayed  in  the  summer  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-two.  in  the  raid  around  the  army  of  McClellan 
across  the  Chickahominy,  the  expedition  into  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
Catlett's  Station,  and  in  the  battles  of  Fleetwood,  Chancellorsville 
and  other  places. 

That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  this  resolution  to- 
General  Stuart  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  have  signified  their  desire  that  a  day  may  be 
recommended  to  the  people  to  be  set  apart  and  observed  as  a  day  of 
humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer,  in  the  language  following,  to  wit: 

Ileverently  recognizing  the  Providence  of  God  in  the  affairs  of  man,  and 
gratefully  remembering  the  guidance,  support,  and  deliverance  granted  to  our 
patriotic  fathers,  in  the  memorable  war  which  resulted  in  the  independence  of 
the  American  Colonies,  and  now  reposing  in  Him  our  supreme  confidence  and 
hope  in  the  present  struggle  for  civil  and  religious  freedom  and  for  the  right 
to  live  under  a  government  of  our  own  choice,  and  deeply  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  without  Him  nothing  is  strong,  nothing  wise,  and  nothing 
enduring;  in  order  that  the  people  of  this  Confederacy  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity at  the  same  time  of  offering  their  adoration  to  the  great  Sovereign  of 
the  Universe,  of  penitently  confessing  their  sins,  and  strengthening  their  vows 
and  purposes  of  amendment,  in  humble  reliance  upon  His  gracious  and  al- 
mighty power,  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resolve: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  of  these  States  that  Friday,  the  8t.h 
day  of  April  next,  be  set  apart  and  observed  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting, 
and  prayer  that  Almighty  God  would  so  preside  over  our  public  counsels  and 
authorities ;  that  He  would  so  inspire  our  armies  and  their  leaders  with  wisdom, 
courage,  and  perseverance,  and  so  manifest  Himself  in  the  greatness  of  His 
goodness  and  majesty  of  His  power  that  we  may  be  safely  and  successfully- 
led  through  the  chastening  to  which  we  are  being  subjected,  to  the  attainment 
of  an  honorable  peace,  so  that  while  we  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free  and  happy 
Government  we  may  ascribe  to  Him  the  honor  and  the  glory  of  our  inde- 
pendence and  prosperity. 

A  recommendation  so  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  will 
receive  their  hearty  concurrence;  and  it  is  a  grateful  duty  to  the 
Executive  to  unite  with  their  representatives  in  inviting  them  to  meet 
in  the  courts  of  the  Most  High.  Recent  events  awaken  fresh  grati- 
tude to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  nations.  Our  enemies  have  suffered 
repeated  defeats  and  a  nefarious  scheme  to  burn  and  plunder  our 
Capital  and  to  destroy  our  civil  government  by  putting  to  death  the 
chosen  servants  of  the  people  has  been  battled  and  set  at  naught. 
Our  armies  have  been  strengthened,  our  finances  promise  rapid 
progress  to  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  our  whole  country  is  ani- 
mated with  a  hopeful  spirit  and  a  fixed  determination  to  achieve 
independence. 

In  these  circumstances  it  becomes  us  with  thankful  hearts  to  bow 
ourselves  before  the  throne  of  the  Most  High,  and  while  gratefully 
acknowledging  so  many  mercies  confess  that  our  sins  as  a  people 
have  justly  exposed  us  to  His  chastisement.     Let  us  recognize  the 
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sufferings  which  we  have  been  called  upon  to  endure  as  administered 
by  a  fatherly  hand  for  our  improvement  and  with  resolute  courage 
and  patient  endurance  let  us  wait  on  Him  for  our  deliverance. 

In  furtherance  of  these  objects  now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis, 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my 
proclamation  calling  upon  the  people  of  the  said  States,  in  con- 
formity with  the  desire  expressed  by  their  representatives,  to  set 
apart  Friday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting, 
and  prayer;  and  I  do  hereby  invite  them  on  that  day  to  repair  to 
their  several  places  of  public  worship  and  beseech  Almighty  God 
"to  preside  over  our  public  counsels  and  so  inspire  our  armies  and 
leaders  with  wisdom,  courage,  and  perseverance,  and  so  to  manifest 
Himself  in  the  greatness  of  His  goodness  and  in  the  majesty  of  His 
power  that  we  may  secure  the  blessings  of  an.  honorable  peace  and 
of  free  Government;  and  that  we,  as  a  people,  may  ascribe  all  to  the 
honor  and  glory  of  His  name." 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  twelfth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President: 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the.   Confederate  States  of  America, 

to  the  Right  Reverend  P.  N.  Lynch,  greeting: 

Reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity,  prudence, 
and  ability,  I  do  appoint  you,  the  said  P.  N.  Lynch,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  be  a  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  to  the  States  of  the  Church,  authorizing  you  hereby  to 
do  and  perform  all  such  matters  and  things  as  to  the  said  place  or 
office  doth  appertain,  or  as  may  be  duly  given  you  in  charge  here- 
after, and  the  said  office  to  hold  and  exercise  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  time  being. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  the  fourth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye  that,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  friendly  relations 
between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  States  of  the 
Church,  and  reposing  special  trust. and  confidence  in  the  integrity 
prudence,  and  abilities  of  the  Right  Reverend  P.  N.  Lynch,  1  have 
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appointed  him  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  to  the  States  of  the  Church  and  have  invested  him  with 
full  and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority,  for  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Confederated  States,  to  meet  and  to  confer  with  any  person 
or  persons  duly  authorized  by  the  sovereign  pontiff  of  the  States  of 
the  Church,  being  furnished  with  like  power  and  authority,  and 
with  him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  concerning 
all  matters  and  subjects  interesting  to  both  Governments,  and  to 
conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conventions, 
touching  the  premises,  transmitting  the  same  to  the  President  of 
the  Confederate  States  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond  the  fourth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  Va.,  April  4, 1864-. 
Your  Eminence:  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  ani- 
mated by  a  desire  to  unite  and  bind  together  our  respective  countries 
by  friendly  ties,  has  appointed  the  Right  Reverend  P.  N.  Lynch, 
bishop  of  Charleston,  one  of  our  most  esteemed  and  trustworthy  citi- 
zens, as  a  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica to  the  States  of  the  Church ;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce him  to  your  Eminence,  and  to  ask  for  him  a  reception  and  treat- 
ment corresponding  to  his  station  and  to  the  purposes  for  which 
he  is  sent.    Those  purposes  he  will  more  particularly  explain  to  you. 
Hoping  that  through  his  agency  these  may  be  accomplished,  I  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Eminence  the  assurance  of 
the  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
of  your  Eminence,  the  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
His  Eminence  Cardinal  Antonelli, 

President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  Secretary  of  State  of 
His  Holiness,  etc. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that  the  bearer  hereof,  the  Right  Reverend  P.  N.  Lynch, 
bishop  of  Charleston,  is  proceeding  to  Rome  as  special  commissioner 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  the  States  of  the  Church. 

These  are,  therefore,  to  request  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  permit 
him  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  to  pass  without  let  or  molestation, 
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and  to  extend  to  him  and  them  such  friendly  aid  and  protection  as 
would  be  extended  to  special  commissioners  and  their  suites  resort- 
inn;  to  the  Confederate  States  from  foreign  countries. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  at 
Richmond  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1864. 

[seal.}  3.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  27,  186.'f. 
Sir. :  Confiding  special  trust  in  your  zeal,  discretion,  and  patriot- 
ism, I  hereby  direct  yon  to  proceed  at  once  to  Canada,  there  to  carry 
out  such  instructions  as  you  have  received  from  me  verbally,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  conduce  to  the  furtherance  of 
the  interests  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  which  have  been 
intrusted  to  you. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  etc., , 

Richmond,  Va. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  27,  J864-. 
Sir:  Confiding  special  trust  in  your  zeal,  discretion,  and  patriotism, 
I  hereby  direct  you  to  proceed  at  once  to  Canada,  there  to  carry  out 
such  instructions  as  yon  have  received  from  me  verbally,  in  sucli 
manner  as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  conduce  to  the  furtherance  of 
the  interests  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  which  have 
been  intrusted  to  you. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Jefferson  Davts. 
Hon.  C.  C.  Clat,  Jr.,  etc., 

Richmond,  Va. 


Resolution  of  thanks. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resolve, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  the  Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-eighth  Regiments  of  North 
Carolina  troops  for  the  promptness  and  unanimity  with  which  they 
have  reenlisted  for  the  war. 

Approved,  May  17,  1864. 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resolve, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
the  Texas  Brigade,  composed  of  the  First,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Texas 
and  Third  Arkansas  Regiments,  for  their  eminently  patriotic  con- 
duct in  reenlisting  for  the  war. 

Approved,  May  17,  1864. 


o       P 
O       O 
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Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  tlie  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the  country  are  due,  and  are  ten- 
dered, to  Major-General  Robert  F.  Hoke  and  Commander  James 
W.  Cooke  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command  for  the 
brilliant  victory  over  the  enemy  at  Plymouth,  North  Carolina. 

Approved,  May  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
Brigadier-General  Joseph  Finegan  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
command  for  the  skill  and  gallantry  displayed  in  achieving^ the  sig- 
nal victory  of  Ocean  Pond,  Florida,  on  the  twentieth  of  February 
last. 

Approved,  May  17,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  Brigadier-General  F.  M. .  Cockrell,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  composing  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and 
Sixth  Regiments  of  Missouri  Infantry;  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Regiments  of  Missouri  Cavalry;  the  batteries  of  Bledsoe,  Landis, 
Guibor,  Walsh,  Dawson,  and  Barrett ;  and  Woodson's  detached  com- 
pany, all  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  for  the  prompt  renewal  of  their  pledges  of  fidelity  to  the 
cause  of  Southern  independence  for  forty  years,  unless  independence 
and  peace,  without  curtailment  of  boundaries,  shall  be  sooner  se- 
cured. 

Approved,  May  23,  1864. 


Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  cor- 
dially tendered,  to  Major-General  N.  B.  Forrest  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  his  command  for  their  late  brilliant  and  successful  campaign 
in  Mississippi,  west  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky — a  campaign  which  has 
conferred  upon  its  authors  fame  as  enduring  as  the  records  of  the 
struggle  which  they  have  so  brilliantly  illustrated. 

Approved,  May  28,  1864. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  Stat" 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  abilities 
and  integrity  of  Emilc  La  Sere,  of  Louisiana,  I  do  appoint  him  com- 
mercial agent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  Vera  Cruz,  in 
Mexico,  and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  have  and  to  hold  said 
office  and  to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  preeminences,  privileges, 
and  authorities  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining,  he  demanding  and 
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receiving  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office  whatever  which  shall  not  be 
expressly  established  by  some  law  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  30th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1864. 

[seal.]  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resolve, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  cor- 
dially tendered,  to  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Texas  Infantry  for  their 
patriotic  conduct  in  reenlisting  for  the  war  and  tendering  their  ener- 
gies, lives,  and  honor  to  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  till  it 
is  ended  and  our  independence  achieved. 

Approved,  June  4,  1864. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  most 
cordially  tendered,  to  Major-General  Richard  Taylor  and  the  officers 
and  men  of  his  command  for  the  brilliant  successes  obtained  by  them 
over  the  enemy  in  Louisiana  during  the  past  year,  and  particularly 
for  the  victories  at  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill,  on  the  eighth  and 
ninth  of  April  last,  and  their  subsequent  operations  against  the  re- 
treating army  of  the  Federal  General  Banks  in  the  valley  of  the  Red 
River. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  communicate  this  resolution  to 
Major-General  Taylor  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command. 

Approved,  June  10,  1864. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State. 
To  all  to  ivhom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  abilities 
and  integrity  of  Norman  S.  Walker,  I  do  appoint  him  commercial 
agent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  St.  George's,  Bermuda, 
and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  have  and  to  hold  said  office 
and  to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  preeminences,  privileges,  and 
authorities  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining,  he  demanding  and 
receiving  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office  whatever  which  shall  not  be 
expressly  established  by  some  law  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  the  city  of  Richmond  this  7th 
day  of  July,  A.  D.  1864. 

[seal.]  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Proclamation  appointing  a  day  for  public  worship. 

It  is  meet  that  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  should  from 
time  to  time  assemble  to  acknowledge  their  dependence  on  Almighty 
God,  to  render  devout  thanks  for  His  manifold  blessings,  to  worship 
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His  holy  name,  to  bend  in  prayer  at  His  footstool,  and  to  accept  with 
reverent  submission  the  chastening  of  His  all-wise  and  all-merciful 
Providence. 

Let  lis  then  in  temples  and  in  field  unite  our  voices  in  recognizing 
with  adoring  gratitude  the  manifestations  of  His  protecting  care 
in  the  many  signal  victories  with  which  our  arms  have  been  crowned; 
in  the  fruitf  ulness  with  which  our  land  has  been  blessed ;  and  in  the 
unimpaired  energy  and  fortitude  with  which  He  has  inspired  our 
hearts  and  strengthened  our  arms  in  resistance  to  the  iniquitous  de- 
signs of  our  enemies. 

And  let  us  not  forget  that  while  graciously  vouchsaAring  to  us  His 
protection,  our  sins  have  merited  and  received  grievous  chastisement; 
that  many  of  our  best  and  bravest  have  fallen  in  battle ;  that  many 
others  are  still  held  in  foreign  prisons;  that  large  districts  of  our 
country  have  been  devastated  with  savage  ferocity,  the  peaceful 
homes  destroyed,  and  helpless  women  and  children  driven  away  in 
destitution ;  and  that  with  fiendish  malignity  the  passions  of  a  serv- 
ile race  have  been  excited  by  our  foes  into  the  commission  of  atroci- 
ties from  which  death  is  a  welcome  escape. 

Now  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation  setting  apart 
Wednesday  the  16th  day  of  November  next  as  a  day  to  be  especially 
devoted  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God ;  and  I  do  invite  and  invoke 
all  the  people  of  these  Confederate  States  to  assemble  on  the  day 
aforesaid  in  their  respective  places  of  public  worship  there  to  unite 
in  prayer  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that  He  bestow  His  favor  upon 
us :  that  He  extend  over  us  the  protection  of  His  Almighty  arm,  that 
He  sanctify  His  chastisement  to  our  improvement  so  that  we  may 
turn  away  from  evil  paths  and  walk  righteously  in  His  sight,  and 
that  He  may  restore  peace  to  our  beloved  country,  healing  its  bleed- 
ing wounds,  and  securing  to  us  the  continued  enjoyment  of  our  own 
rights  of  self  Government  and  independence;  and  that  He  will  gra- 
ciously hearken  to  us  while  we  ascribe  to  Him  the  honor  and  glory 
of  our  deliverance. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  at 
Richmond,  this  26th  day  of  October,  in  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Message  of  the  President. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 

States  of  America: 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  welcome  your  presence  at  an  earlier 
day  than  that  usual  for  your  session,  and  with  confidence  that  I  in- 
voke the  aid  of  your  counsels  at  a  time  of  such  public  exigency.  The 
campaign  which  was  commenced  almost  simultaneously  with  your 
session  early  in  May  last,  and  which  was  still  in  progress  at  your  ad- 
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journment  in  the  middle  of  June,  has  not  reached  its  close.  It  has 
been  prosecuted  on  a  scale  and  with  an  energy  heretofore  unequaled. 
When  we  revert  to  the  condition  of  our  country  at  the  inception  of 
the  operations  of  the  present  year,  to  the  magnitude  of  the  prepara- 
tions made  by  the  enemy,  the  number  of  his  forces,  the  accumulation 
of  his  war-like  supplies,  and  the  prodigality  with  which  his  vast 
resources  have  been  lavished  in  the  attempt  to  render  success  assured ; 
when  we  contrast  the  numbers  and  means  at  our  disposal  for  re- 
sistance, and  when  we  contemplate  the  results  of  a  struggle  ap- 
parently so  unequal,  Ave  can  not  fail,  while  rendering  the  full  meed 
of  deserved  praise  to  our  generals  and  soldiers,  to  perceive  that  a 
Power  higher  than  man  has  willed  our  deliverance,  and  gratefully 
to  recognize  the  protection  of  a  kind  Providence  in  enabling  us  suc- 
cessfully to  withstand  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  enemy  for  our  sub- 
jugation. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  State  of  Texas  was  partially  in 
possession  of  the  enemy,  and  large  portions  of  Louisiana  and  Arkan- 
sas lay  apparently  defenseless.  Of  the  Federal  soldiers  who  invaded 
Texas,  none  are  known  to  remain  except  as  prisoners  of  war.  In 
northwestern  Louisiana,  a  large  and  well-appointed  army,  aided  by  a 
powerful  fleet,  was  repeatedly  defeated  and  deemed  itself  fortunate 
in  finally  escaping  with  a  loss  of  one-third  of  its  numbers,  a  large 
part  of  its  military  trains,  and  many  transports  and  gunboats.  The 
enemy's  occupation  of  that  State  is  reduced  to  the  narrow  district 
commanded  by  the  guns  of  his  fleet.  Arkansas  has  been  recovered 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  fortified  posts,  while  our  forces  have 
]>enetrated  into  central  Missouri,  affording  to  our  oppressed  brethren 
in  that  State  an  opportunity,  of  which  many  have  availed  themselves, 
of  striking  for  liberation  from  the  tyranny  to  which  they  have  been 
subjected. 

On  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  in  spite  of  some  reverses,  we  have 
much  cause  for  gratulations.  The  enemy  hoped  to  effect  during  the 
present  year,  by  concentration  of  forces,  the  conquest  which  he  had 
previously  failed  to  accomplish  by  more  extended  operations.  Com- 
pelled therefore  to  withdraw  or  seriously  to  weaken  the  strength  of 
the  armies  of  occupation  at  different  points,  he  has  afforded  us  the 
opportunity  of  recovering  possession  of  extensive  districts  of  our 
territory.  Nearly  the  whole  of  northern  and  western  Mississippi,  of 
northern  Alabama,  and  of  western  Tennessee  are  again  in  our  pos- 
session ;  and  all  attempts  to  penetrate  from  the  coast  line  into  the 
interior  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  have  been  baffled.  On  the 
entire  ocean  and  Gulf  coast  of  the  Confederacy,  the  whole  success 
of  the  enemy,  with  the  enormous  naval  resources  at  his  command,  has 
been  limited  to  the  capture  of  the  outer  defenses  of  Mobile  Bay. 

If  we  now  turn  to  the  results  accomplished  bv  the  two  great  armies, 
so  confidently  relied  on  by  the  invaders  as  sufficient  to  secure  the  sub- 
version of  our  Government  and  the  subjection  of  our  people  to  for- 
eign domination,  we  have  still  greater  cause  for  devout  gratitude  to 
Divine  Power.  In  southwestern  Virginia  successive  armies  which 
threatened  the  capture  of  Lynchburg  and  Saltville  have  been  routed 
and  driven  out  of  the  country,  and  a  portion  of  eastern  Tennessee 
reconquered  by  oil r  troops.  In  northern  Virginia  extensive  districts 
w  formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy  are  now  free  from  their  presence 
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In  the  lower  valley  their  general,  rendered  desperate  by  his  inability 
to  maintain  a  hostile  occupation,  has  resorted  to  the  infamous  ex- 
pedient of  converting  a  fruitful  land  into  a  desert  by  burning  its 
mills,  granaries,  and  homesteads,  and  destroying  the  food,  standing 
crops,  live  stock,  and  agricultural  implements  of  peaceful  noncom- 
batants.  The  main  army,  after  a  series  of  defeats,  in  which  its 
losses  have  been  enormous;  after  attempts  by  raiding  parties  to  break 
up  our  railroad  communications,  which  have  resulted  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  large  part  of  the  Cavalry  engaged  in  the  work ;  after  con- 
stant repulse  of  oft-repeated  assaults  on  our  defensive  lines,  is,  with 
the  aid  of  heavy  reinforcements,  but  with,  it  is  hoped,  waning  pros- 
pect of  further  progress  in  the  design,  still  engaged  in  an  effort, 
commenced  more  than  four  months  ago,  to  capture  the  town  of 
Petersburg. 

The  army  of  General  Sherman,  although  succeeding  at  the  end  of 
the  summer  in  obtaining  possession  of  Atlanta,  has  been  unable  to 
secure  any  ultimate  advantage  from  this  success.  The  same  general, 
who,  in  February  last,  marched  a  large  army  from  Vieksburg  to 
Meridian  with  no  other  result  than  being  forced  to  march  back 
again,  was  able,  by  the  aid  of  greatly  increased  numbers,  and  after 
much  delay,  to  force  a  passage  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  only 
to  be  for  the  second  time  compelled  to  withdraw  on  the  line  of  his 
advance  without  obtaining  control  of  a  single  mile  of  territory  be- 
yond the  narrow  track  of  his  march  and  without  gaining  aught 
beyond  the  precarious  possession  of  a  few  fortified  points  in  which 
he  is  compelled  to  maintain  heavy  garrisons,  and  which  are  menaced 
with  recapture. 

The  lessons  afforded  by  the  history  of  this  war  are  fraught  with 
instruction  and  encouragement.  Repeatedly  during  the  war  have 
formidable  expeditions  been  directed  by  the  enemy  against  points 
ignorantly  supposed  to  be  of  vital  importance  to  the  Confederacy. 
Some  of  these  expeditions  have,  at  immense  cost,  been  successful ; 
but  in  no  instance  have  the  promised  fruits  been  reaped.  Again,  in 
the  present  campaign  was  the  delusion  fondly  cherished  that  the 
capture  of  Atlanta  and  Richmond  would,  if  effected,  end  the  war  by 
the  overthrow  of  our  Government  and  the  submission  of  our  people. 

We  can  now  judge  by  experience  how  unimportant  is  the  influence 
of  the  former  event  upon  our  capacity  for  defense,  upon  the  courage 
and  spirit  of  the  people,  and  the  stability  of  the  Government.  We 
mav  in  like  manner  judge  that  if  the  campaign  against  Richmond 
had  resulted  in  success  instead  of  failure;  if  the  valor  of  the  army 
under  the  leadership  of  its  accomplished  commander  had  resisted  in 
vain  the  overwhelming  masses  which  were,  on  the  contrary,  de- 
cisively repulsed:  if  we  had  been  compelled  to  evacuate  Richmond 
as  well  as  Atlanta,  the  Confederacy  would  have  remained  as  erect 
and  defiant  as  ever.  Nothing  could  have  been  changed  in  the  pur- 
pose of  its  Government,  in  the  indomitable  valor  of  its  troops,  or  in 
the  unquenchable  spirit  of  its  people.  The  baffled  and  disappointed 
foe  would  in  vain  have  scanned  the  reports  of  your  proceedings  at 
some  new  legislative  seat  for  any  indication  that  progress  had  been 
made  in  Ids  gigantic  task  of  conquering  a  free  people.  The  truth, 
so  patent  to  us,  must  ere  lone  be  forced  upon  the  reluctant  northern 
mind.     There  are  no  vital  points  on  the  preservation  of  which  the 
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continued  existence  of  the  Confederacy  depends.  There  is  no  mili- 
tary success  of  the  enemy  which  can  accomplish  its  destruction.  Not 
the  fall  of  Kichmond,  nor  Wilmington,  nor  Charleston,  nor  Sa- 
vannah, nor  Mobile,  nor  of  all  combined,  can  save  the  enemy  from 
the  constant  and  exhaustive  drain  of  blood  and  treasure,  which  must 
continue  until  he  shall  discover  that  no  peace  is  attainable  unless 
based  on  the  recognition  of  our  indefensible  rights. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  it  is  gratifying  to  assure  you  that  the 
military  supplies  essentially  requisite  for  public  defense  will  be 
found,  as  heretofore,  adequate  to  our  needs,  and  that  abundant  crops 
have  rewarded  the  labor  of  the  farmer  and  rendered  abortive  the 
inhuman  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  produce  by  devastation  famine 
among  the  people. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  announce  any  change  in  the  conduct  of 
foreign  powers.  No  such  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Christian 
nations  of  Europe  as  might  justly  have  been  expected  from  their 
history,  from  the  duties  imposed  by  international  law,  and  from  the 
claims  of  humanity.  It  is  charitable  to  attribute  their  conduct  to 
no  worse  motive  than  indifference  to  the  consequences  of  a  struggle 
which  shakes  only  the  republican  portion  of  the  American  Continent, 
and  not  to  ascribe  to  design  a  course  calculated  to  ensure  the  pro- 
longation of  hostilities. 

No  instance  in  history  is  remembered  by  me  in  which  a  nation 
pretending  to  exercise  dominion  over  another,  asserting  its  independ- 
ence, has  been  the  first  to  concede  the  existence  of  such  independence. 
No  case  can  be  recalled  to  my  mind  in  which  neutral  powers  have 
failed  to  set  the  example  of  recognizing  the  independence  of  a  nation, 
when  satisfied  of  the  inability  of  its  enemy  to  subvert  its  government ; 
and  this,  too,  in  cases  where  the  previous  relation  between  the  con- 
tending parties  had  been  confessedly  that  of  mother  country  and 
dependent  colony;  not,  as  in  our  case,  that  of  coequal  States  united 
by  Federal  compact.  It  has  ever  been  considered  the  proper  func- 
tion and  duty  of  neutral  powers  to  perform  the  office  of  judging 
whether  in  point  of  fact  the  nation  asserting  dominion  is  able  to 
make  good  its  pretensions  by  force  of  arms,  and  if  not  by  recognition 
of  the  resisting  party  to  discountenance  the  further  continuance  of 
the  contest.  And  the  reason  why  this  duty  is  incumbent  on  neutral 
powers  is  plainly  apparent,  when  we  reflect  that  the  pride  and  pas- 
sion which  blind  the  judgment  of  the  parties  to  the  conflict  cause 
the  continuance  of  active  warfare,  and  consequent  useless  slaughter, 
Jong  after  the  inevitable  result  has  become  apparent  to  all  not  en- 
gaged in  the  struggle.  So  long,  therefore,  as  neutral  nations  fail  by 
recognition  of  our  independence  to  announce  that,  in  their  judgment, 
the  United  States  are  unable  to  reduce  the  Confederacy  to  submis- 
sion, their  conduct  will  be  accepted  by  our  enemies  as  a  tacit  en- 
couragement to  continue  their  efforts,  and  as  an  implied  assurance 
that  belief  is  entertained  by  neutral  nations  in  the  success  of  their 
designs.  A  direct  stimulus,  whether  intentional  or  not,  is  thus  ap- 
plied to  securing  a  continuance  of  the  carnage  and  devastation  which 
desolate  this  continent  and  which  they  profess  deeply  to  deplore. 
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The  disregard  of  this  just,  humane,  and  Christian  public  duty  by 
the  nations  of  Europe  is  the  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  that 
authentic  expression  has  long  since  been  given  by  the  Governments 
of  both  France  and  England  to  the  conviction  that  the  United 
States  are  unable  to  conquer  the  Confederacy.  It  is  now  more  than 
two  years  since  the  Government  of  France  announced  officially  to  the 
cabinets  of  London  and  St.  Petersburg  its  own  conclusion  that  the 
United  States  were  unable  to  achieve  any  decisive  military  success. 
In  the  answers  sent  by  those  powers  no  intimation  of  a  contrary 
opinion  was  conveyed,  and  it  is  notorious  that  in  speeches  both  in 
and  out  of  Parliament  the  members  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment have  not  hesitated  to  express  this  conviction  in  unqualified 
terms.  The  denial  of  our  right  under  these  circumstances  is  so  ob- 
viously unjust  and  discriminates  so  unfairly  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  that  neutrals  have  sought  to  palliate  the  wrong  of  which  they 
are  conscious  by  professing  to  consider,  in  opposition  to  notorious 
truth  and  to  the  known  belief  of  both  belligerents,  that  the  recogni- 
tion of  our  independence  would  be  valueless  without  their  further 
intervention  in  the  struggle;  an  intervention  of  which  we  disclaim 
the  desire  and  mistrust  the  advantage.  We  seek  no  favor,  we  wish 
no  intervention,  we  know  ourselves  fully  competent  to  maintain  our 
own  rights  and  independence  against  the  invaders  of  our  country, 
and  we  feel  justified  in  asserting  that  without  the  aid  derived  from 
recruiting  their  armies  from  foreign  countries  the  invaders  would, 
ere  this,  have  been  driven  from  our  soil.  When  the  recognition  of 
the  Confederacy  was  refused  by  Great  Britain,  in  the  fall  of  1862, 
the  refusal  was  excused  on  the  ground  that  any  action  by  her 
Majesty's  Government  would  have  the  effect  of  inflaming  the  passions 
of  the  belligerents  and  of  preventing  the  return  of  peace. 

It  is  assumed  that  this  opinion  was  sincerely  entertained;  but  the 
experience  of  two  years  of  unequaled  carnage  shows  that  it  was 
erroneous  and  that  the  result  was  the  reverse  of  what  the  British 
ministry  humanely  desired.  A  contrary  policy,  a  policy  just  to  us, 
a  policy  diverging  from  an  unvarying  course  of  concession  to  all  the 
demands  of  our  enemies,  is  still  within  the  power  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  would,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  be  productive  of  con- 
sequences the  opposite  of  those  which  have  unfortunately  followed 
its  whole  course  of  conduct  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  to 
the  present  time.  In  a  word,  peace  is  impossible  without  inde- 
pendence, and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  enemy  will  anticipate 
neutrals  in  the  recognition  of  that  independence.  When  the  history 
of  this  war  shall  be  fully  disclosed,  the  calm  judgment  of  the  impar- 
tial publicist  will,  for  these  reasons,  be  unable  to  absolve  the  neutral 
nations  of  Europe  from  a  share  in  the  moral  responsibility  for  the 
myriads  of  human  lives  that  have  been  unnecessarily  sacrificed  dur- 
ing its  progress. 

The  renewed  instances  in  which  foreign  powers  have  given  us  just 
cause  of  complaint  need  not  here  be  detailed.  The  extracts  from  the 
correspondence  of  the  State  Department  which  accompany  this  mes- 
sage will  afford  such  other  information  as  can  be  given  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  interest,  and  we  must  reserve  for  the  future  such 
action  as  may  then  be  deemed  advisable  to  secure  redress. 
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FINANCES. 

Your  special  attention  is  earnestly  invited  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  submitted  in  conformity  with  law.  The  facts 
therein,  disclosed  are  far  from  discouraging  and  demonstrate  that, 
with  judicious  legislation,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  all  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  war  from  our  abundant  resources  and  avoid,  at  the  same 
time,  such  an  accumulation  of  debt  as  would  render  at  all  doubtful 
our  capacity  to  redeem  it 

The  total  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  two  quarters  ending 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1864,  were  $415,191,550,  which  sum  added 
to  the  balance  of  $308,282,  f22  that  remained  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  April  last,  forms  a  total  of  $723,474,272.  Of  this  total,  not 
far  from  half — that  is  to  say,  $342,560,327 — have  been  applied  to  the 
extinction  of  the  public  debt,  while  the  total  expenditures  have  been 
$272,378,505,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1864,  of  $108,435,440. 

The  total  amount  of  the  public  debt,  as  exhibited  on  the  books  of 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October,  1864,  was  $1,147,- 
970,208,  of  which  $539,340,090  were  funded  debt,  bearing  interest; 
$283,880,150  were  Treasury  notes  of  the  new  issue;  and  the  remain- 
der consisted  of  the  former  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  which  will  be 
converted  into  other  forms  of  debt  and  will  cease  to  exist  as  currency 
on  the  31st  of  next  month. 

The  report,  however,  explains  that,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  certain  returns  from  distant  officers,  the  true  amount  of  the  debt 
is  less  by  about  $21,500,000,  than  appears  on  the  books  of  the  register, 
and  that  the  total  public  debt  on  the  first  of  last  month  may  be 
fairly  considered  to  have  been  $1,126,381,095. 

The  increase  of  the  public  debt  during  the  six  months  from  the 
1st  of  April  to  the  1st  of  October,  was  $97,650,780,  being  rather  more 
than  $16,000,000  per  month,  and  it  will  be  apparent,  on  a  perusal  of 
the  report,  that  this  augmentation  would  have  been  avoided,  and  a 
positive  reduction  of  the  amount  would  have  been  affected,  but  for 
certain  defects  in  the  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  finances,  which 
are  pointed  out  in  the  report,  and  which  seem  to  admit  of  easy 
remedy. 

In  the  statements  just  made  the  foreign  debt  is  omitted.  It  con- 
sists only  of  the  unpaid  balance  of  the  loan  known  as  the  cotton  loan. 
This  balance  is  but  £2,200.000,  and  is  adequately  provided  for  by 
about  250,000  bales  of  cotton  owned  by  the  Government,  even  if  the 
cotton  be  rated  as  worth  but  6  pence  per  pound. 

There  is  one  item  of  the  public  debt  not  included  in  the  tables  pre- 
sented, to  which  our  attention  is  required.  The  bounty  bonds  prom- 
ised to  our  soldiers  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  17th  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  were  deliverable  on  the  1st  of  October.  The  Secretary  has 
been  unable  to  issue  them  by  reason  of  an  omission  in  the  law,  no 
time  being  therein  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds. 

The  aggregate  appropriations  called  for  by  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  according  to  the  estimates  submitted  with 
the  report,  for  the  six  months  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1865 
amount  to  $438,102,679,  while  the  Secretary  estimates  that  there  will 
remain  unexpended,  out  of  former  appropriations,  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
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ary,  1865,  a  balance  of  $467,416,504.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that' 
the  former  estimates  have  been  largely  in  excess  of  actual  expendi- 
tures, and  that  no  additional  appropriations  are  required  for  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  public  service  up  to  the  1st  of  July  of  next  year.  In- 
deed, if  the  estimates  now  presented  should  prove  to  be  as  much  in 
excess  of  actual  expenditures  as  has  heretofore  been  the  case,  a  con- 
siderable balance  will  still  remain  unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  first 
half  of  the  ensuing  year. 

The  chief  difficulty  to  be  apprehended  in  connection  with  our 
finances  results  from  the  depreciation  of  the  Treasury  notes  which 
seems  justly  to  be  attributed  by  the  Secretary  to  two  causes,  redun- 
dancy in  amount,  and  want  of  confidence  in  ultimate  redemption ;  for 
both  of  which,  remedies  are  suggested  that  will  commend  themselves 
to  vour  consideration  as  being  practicable  as  well  as  efficient. 

The  main  features  of  the  plan  presented  are  substantially  these: 
First,  that  the  faith  of  the  Government  be  pledged  that  the  notes 
shall  ever  remain  exempt  from  taxation:  second,  that  no  issue  shall 
be  made  beyond  that  which  is  already  authorized  by  law;  third,  that 
a  certain  fixed  portion  of  the  annual  receipts  from  taxation  during 
the  war  shall  be  set  apart  specially  for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the 
outstanding  amount  until  it  shall  have  been  reduced  to  $150,000.0(10 ; 
and,  fourth,  the  pledge  and  appropriation  of  such  proportion  of  the 
tax  in  kind  and  for  such  number  of  years  after  the  return  of  peace 
as  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  final  redemption  of  the  entire  circulation. 
The  details  of  the  plan,  the  calculations  on  which  it  is  based,  the  effi- 
ciency of  its  operation,  and  the  vast  advantages  which  would  result 
from  its  success  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  and  can  not  be  fairly 
presented  in  a  form  sufficiently  condensed  for  this  message.  I  doubt 
not  it  will  receive  from  you  that  earnest  and  candid  consideration 
which  is  merited  by  the  importance  of  the  subject. 

The  recommendations  of  the  report  for  the  repeal  of  certain  provi- 
sions of  the  tax  laws  which  produce  inequality  in  the  burthen  of 
taxation ;  for  exempting  all  Government  loans  from  taxation  on 
capital,  and  from  any  adverse  discrimination  in  taxation  on  income 
derived  from  them :  for  placing  the  taxation  on  banks  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  taxation  of  other  corporate  bodies;  for  securing  the 
payment  into  the  Treasur}7  of  that  portion  of  the  bank  circulation 
which  is  liable  to  confiscation  because  held  by  alien  enemies;  for  the 
conversion  of  the  interest-bearing  Treasury  notes  now  outstanding 
into  coupon  bonds,  and  for  the  quarterly  collection  of  taxation,  all 
present  practical  questions  for  legislation  which,  if  wisely  devised, 
will  greatly  improve  the  public  credit  and  alleviate  the  burthens 
now  imposed  by  the  extreme  and  unnecessary  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  the  currency. 

The  returns  of  the  Produce  Loan  Bureau  are  submitted  with  the 
report,  and  the  information  is  conveyed  that  the  Treasury  agency 
in  the  trans-Mississippi  department  has  been  fully  organized  and 
is  now  in  operation,  with  promise  of  efficiency  and  success. 

The  provision  heretofore  made  to  some  extent  for  increasing  the 
compensation  of  public  officers,  civil  and  military,  is  found  to  be  in 
some  places  inadequate  to  their  support;  perhaps  not  more  so  any- 
where than  in  Richmond, -and  enquiry  with  a  view  to  appropriate 
remedy   is  suggested  to  your  consideration.     Your  notice  is   also 
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called  to  the  condition  of  certain  officers  of  the  Treasury  who  were 
omitted  in  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  the  relief  of  other  public 
officers,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR. 

The  condition  of  the  various  branches  of  the  military  service  is 
stated  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Among 
the  suggestions  made  for  legislative  action  with  a  view  to  add  to  the 
numbers  and  efficiency  of  the  Army,  all  of  which  will  receive  your 
consideration,  there  are  some  prominent  topics  which  merit  special 
notice. 

The  exemption  from  military  duty  now  accorded  by  law  to  all  per- 
sons engaged  in  certain  specified  pursuits  or  professions  is  shown  by 
experience  to  be  unwise,  nor  is  it  believed  to  be  defensible  in  theory. 
The  defense  of  home,  family,  and  country  is  universally  recognized 
as  the  paramount  political  duty  of  every  member  of  society ;  and  in  a 
form  of  government  like  ours,  where  each  citizen  enjoys  an  equality 
of  rights  and  privileges,  nothing  can  be  more  invidious  than  an  un- 
equal distribution  of  duties  and  obligations.  No  pursuit  or  position 
should  relieve  anyone  who  is  able  to  do  active  duty  from  enrollment 
in  the  Army,  unless  his  functions  or  services  are  more  useful  to  the 
defense  of  his  country  in  another  sphere.  But  it  is  manifest  that  this 
can  not  be  the  case  with  entire  classes.  All  telegraph  operators,  work- 
men in  mines,  professors,  teachers,  engineers,  editors,  and  employees 
of  newspapers,  journeymen  printers,  shoemakers,  tanners,  black- 
smiths, millers,  physicians,  and  the  numerous  other  classes  mentioned 
in  the  laws  can  not  in  the  nature  of  things  be  either  equally  necessary 
in  their  several  professions  nor  distributed  throughout  the  country  in 
such  proportions  that  only  the  exact  numbers  required  are  found  in 
each  locality;  nor  can  it  be  everywhere  impossible  to  replace  those 
within  the  conscript  age  by  men  older  and  less  capable  of  active  field 
service.  A  discretion  should  be  vested  in  the  military  authorities,  so 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  those  essential  to  the  public  service  might 
be  detailed  to  continue  the  exercise  of  their  pursuits  or  professions, 
but  the  exemption  from  service  of  the  entire  classes  should  be  wholly 
abandoned.  It  affords  great  facility  for  abuses,  offers  the  temptation, 
as  well  as  the  ready  means,  of  escaping  service  by  fraudulent  devices, 
and  is  one  of  the  principal  obstructions  to  the  efficient  operation  of  the 
conscript  laws. 

A  general  militia  law  is  needful  in  the  interest  of  the  public  de- ' 
fense.  The  Constitution,  by  vesting  the  power  in  Congress,  imposes 
on  it  the  duty  of  providing  "  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States."  The  great  diversity  in  the 
legislation  of  the  several  States  on  this  subject  and  the  absence  of 
any  provision  establishing  an  exact  method  for  calling  the  militia 
into  Confederate  service  are  sources  of  embarrassment  which  ouo-ht 
no  longer  to  be  suffered  to- impede  defensive  measures. 

The  legislation  in  relation  to  the  cavalry  demands  change.  The 
policy  of  requiring  the  men  to  furnish  their  own  horses  has  proven 
pernicious  in  many  respects.  It  interferes  with  discipline,  impairs 
efficiency,  and  is  the  cause  of  frequent  and  prolonged  absence  from 
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appropriate  duty.  The  subject  is  fully  treated  in  the  Secretary's 
report,  with  suggestions  as  to  the  proper  measures  for  reforming  that 
branch  of  the  service. 

The  recommendation  hitherto  often  made  is  again  renewed,  that 
some  measure  be  adopted  for  the  reorganization  and  consolidation  of 
companies  and  regiments  when  so  far  reduced  in  numbers  as  seriously 
to  impair  their  efficiency.  It  is  the  more  necessary  that  this  should 
be  done  as  the  absence  of  legislation  on  the  subject  has  forced  generals 
in  the  field  to  resort  to  various  expedients  for  approximating  the  de- 
sired end.  It  is  surely  an  evil  that  a  commanding  officer  should  be 
placed  in  a  position  which  forces  upon  him  the  choice  of  allowing  the 
efficiency  of  his  command  to  be  seriously  impaired  or  of  attempting 
to  supply  by  the  exercise  of  doubtful  authority  the  want  of  proper 
legal  provision.  The  regard  for  the  sensibility  of  officers  who  have 
heretofore  served  with  credit,  and  which  is  believed  to  be  the  con- 
trolling motive  that  has  hitherto  obstructed  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject, however  honorable  and  proper,  may  be  carried  to  a  point  which 
seriously  injures  the  public  good.;  and  if  this  be  the  case  it  can  scarcely 
be  questioned  which  of  the  two  considerations  should  be  deemed  para- 
mount. 

The  Secretary's  recommendations  on  the  subject  of  facilitating 
the  acquisition  of  the  iron  required  for  maintaining  the  efficiency  of 
railroad  communication  on  the  important  military  lines  are  com- 
mended to  your  favor.  The  necessity  for  the  operation  in  full  vigor 
of  such  lines  is  too  apparent  to  need  comment. 

The  question  in  dispute  between  the  two  Governments  relative  to 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  has  been  frequently  presented  in 
former  messages  and  reports,  and  is  fully  treated  by  the  Secretary. 
The  solicitude  of  the  Government  for  the  relief  of  our  captive 
fellow  citizens  has  known  no  abatement,  but  has,  on  the  contrary, 
been  still  more  deeply  evoked  by  additional  sufferings  to  which  they 
have  been  wantonly  subjected,  by  the  deprivation  of  adequate  food, 
clothing,  and  fuel,  which  they  were  not  permitted  to  purchase  from 
the  prison  sutlers.  Finding  that  the  enemy  attempted  to  excuse  their 
barbarous  treatment  by  the  unfounded  allegation  that  it  was  retalia- 
tory for  like  conduct  on  our  part,  an  offer  was  made  by  us  with  a 
view  of  ending  all  pretext  for  such  recriminations  or  pretended 
retaliation. 

The  offer  has  been  accepted;  and  each  Government  is  hereafter 
to  be  allowed  to  provide  necessary  comforts  to  its  own  citizens  held 
captive  by  the  other.  Active  efforts  are  in  progress  for  the  imme- 
diate execution  of  this  agreement,  and  it  is  hoped  that  but  few  days 
will  elapse  before  we  shall  be  relieved  from  the  distressing  thought 
that  painful  physical  suffering  is  endured  by  so  many  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  whose  fortitude  in  captivity  illustrates  the  national  char- 
acter as  fully  as  did  their  valor  in  actual  conflict. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  SLAVES. 

The  employment  of  slaves  for  service  with  the  army  as  teamsters, 
or  cooks,  or  in  the  way  of  work  upon  fortifications,  or  in  the  Gov- 
ernment workshops,  or  in  hospitals,  and  other  similar  duties,  was 
authorized  by  the  act  of  17th  February  last,  and  provision  was 
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made  for  their  impressment  to  a  number  not  exceeding  20,000  if 
it  should  be  found  impracticable  to  obtain  them  by  contract  with  the 
owners.  The  law  contemplated  the  hiring  only  of  the  labor  of  these 
slaves,  and  imposed  on  the  Government  the  liability  to  pay  for  the 
value  of  such  as  might  be  lost  to  the  owners  from  casualties  resulting 
from  their  employment  in  the  service. 

This  act  has  produced  less  result  than  was  anticipated,  and  fur- 
ther provision  is  required  to  render  it.  efficacious.  But  my  present 
purpose  is  to  invite  your  consideration  to  the  propriety  of  a  radical 
modification  in  the  theory  of  the  law. 

Viewed  merely  as  property,  and  therefore  as  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment, the  service  or  labor  of  the  slave  has  been  frequently  claimed 
for  short  periods  in  the  construction  of  defensive  work.  The  slave, 
however,  bears  another  relation  to  the  state,  that  of  a  person.  The 
law  of  last  February  contemplates  only  the  relation  of  the  slave  to 
the  master,  and  limits  the  impressment  to  a  certain  term  of  service. 
But  for  the  purposes  enumerated  in  the  act,  instruction  in  the  manner 
of  encamping,  marching,  and  parking  trains  is  needful,  so  that  even 
in  this  limited  employment  length  of  service  adds  greatly  to  the 
value  of  the  negro's  labor.  Hazard  is  also  encountered  in  all  the 
positions  to  which  negroes  can  be  assigned  for  service  with  the  army, 
and  the  duties  required  of  them  demand  loyalty  and  zeal.  In  this 
aspect  the  relation  of  person  predominates  so  far  as  to  render  it 
dobutful  whether  the  private  right  of  property  can  consistently  and 
beneficially  be  continued,  and  it  would  seem  proper  to  acquire  for 
the  public  service  the  entire  property  in  the  labor  of  the  slave,  and 
to  pay  therefor  due  compensation,  rather  than  to  impress  his  labor 
for  short  terms;  and  this  the  more  especially  as  the  effect  of  the 
present  law  would  vest  this  entire  property  in  all  cases  where  the 
slave  might  be  recaptured  after  compensation  for  his  loss  had  been 
paid  to  the  private  owner.  Whenever  the  entire  property  in  the 
service  of  a  slave  is  thus  acquired  by  the  Government,  the  question  is 
presented,  by  what  tenure  he  should  be  held.  Should  he  be  retained 
in  servitude  or  should  his  emancipation  be  held  out  to  him  as  a  reward 
for  faithful  service,  or  should  it  be  granted  at  once  on  the  promise  of 
such  service:  and  if  emancipated,  what  action  should  be  taken  to 
secure  for  the  freedman  the  permission  of  the  State  from  which  he 
was  drawn  to  reside  within  its  limits  after  the  close  of  his  public 
service.  The  permission  would  doubtless  be  more  readily  accorded 
as  a  reward  for  past  faithful  service;  and  a  double  motive  for  zealous 
discharge  of  duty  would  thus  be  offered  to  those  employed  by  the 
Government— their  freedom,  and  the  gratification  of  the  local  attach- 
ment which  is  so  marked  a  characteristic  of  the  negro,  and  forms  so 
powerful  an  incentive  to  his  action.  The  policy  of  engaging  to 
liberate  the  negro  on  his  discharge  after  service  faithfully  rendered, 
seems  to  me  preferable  to  that  of  granting  immediate  manumission, 
or  that  of  retaining  him  in  servitude. 

If  this  policy  should  recommend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  Con- 
gress, it  is  suggested  that,  in  addition  to  the  duties  heretofore  per- 
formed by  the  slave,  he  might  be  advantageously  employed  as  pioneer 
and  engineer  laborer;  and  in  that  event,  that  the  number  should  be 
augmented  to  40,000. 

Beyond  this  limit  and  these  employments  it  does  not  seem  to  me. 
desirable,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  go.    A  broad  moral  dis- 
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tinction  exists  between  the  use  of  slaves  as  soldiers  in  the  defense  of 
their  homes  and  the  incitement  of  the  same  persons  to.  insurrection 
against  their  masters.  The  one  is  justifiable  if  necessary,  the  other 
is  iniquitous  and  unworthy  of  a  civilized  people;  and  such  is  the 
judgment  of  all  writers  on  public  law,  as  well  as  that  expressed  and 
insisted  on  by  our  enemies  in  all  wars  prior  to  that  now  waged  against 
us.  By  none  have  the  practices,  of  which  thev  are  now  guiltv,  been 
denounced  with  greater  severity  than  by  themselves  in  the  two  wars 
with  Great  Britain  in  the  last  and  in  the  present  century  and  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  of  1TTG,  when  enumeration  was  made 
of  the  wrongs  which  justified  the  revolt  from  Great  Britain,  the 
climax  of  atrocity  was  deemed  to  be  reached  onlv  when  the  English 
monarch  was  denounced  as  having  "  excited  domestic  insurrections 
amongst  us." 

The  subject  is  to  be  viewed  by  us,  therefore,  solely  in  the  light 
of  policy  and  our  social  economy.  "When  so  regarded  I  must  dis- 
sent from  those  who  advise  a  general  levy  and  arming  of  the  slaves 
for  the  duty  of  soldiers.  Until  our  white  population  shall  prove 
insufficient  for  the  armies  we  require  and  can  afford  to  keep  in  the 
field  to  employ  as  a  soldier  the  negro,  who  has  merely  been  trained 
to  labor,  and  as  a  laborer  the  white  man,  accustomed  from  his 
youth  to  the  use  of  firearms,  would  scarcely  be  deemed  wise  or 
advantageous  by  any,  and  this  is  the  question  now  before  us.  But 
should  the  alternative  ever  be  presented  of  subjugation  or  of  the 
employment  of  the  slave  as  a  soldier,  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt 
what  then  should  be  our  decision.  Whether  our  view  embraces  what 
would  in  so  extreme  a  case  by  the  sum  of  misery  entailed  by  the 
dominion  of  the  enemy  or  be  restricted  solely  to  the  effect  upon  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  negro  population  themselves,  the  result 
would  be  the  same.  The  appalling  demoralization,  suffering,  disease, 
and  death  which  have  been  caused  by  partially  substituting  the  in- 
vaders' system  of  police  for  the  kind  relation  previously  subsisting 
between  the  master  and  the  slave  have  been  a  sufficient  demonstra- 
tion that  external  interference  with  our  institution  of  domestic  slav- 
ery is  productive  of  evil  only.  If  the  subject  involved  no  other  con- 
sideration than  the  mere  right  of  property,  the  sacrifices  heretofore 
made  by  our  people  have  been  such  as  to  permit  no  doubt  of  their 
readiness  to  surrender  every  possession  in  order  to  secure  their  in- 
dependence. But  the  social  and  political  question  which  is  exclu- 
sively under  the  control  of  the  several  States  has  a  far  wider  and 
more  enduring  importance  than  that  of  pecuniary  interest.  In  its 
manifold  phases  it  embraces  the  stability  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions, resting  on  the  actual  political  equality  of  all  its  citizens,  and 
includes  the  fulfillment  of  the  task  which  has  been  so  happily  begun — 
that  of  Christianizing  and  improving  the  conditions  of  the  Africans 
who  have  by  the  will  of  Providence  been  placed  in  our  charge.  Com- 
paring the  results  of  our  own  experience  with  those  of  the  experi- 
ments of  others  who  have  borne  similar  relation  to  the  African  race, 
the  people  of  the  several  States  of  the  Confederacy  have  abundant 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  past  and  to  use  the  greatest  circum- 
spection in  determining  their  course.  These  considerations,  however, 
are  rather  applicable  to  the  improbable  contingency  of  our  need  of 
resorting  to  this  element  of  resistance  than  to  our  present  condition. 
If  the  recommendation  above  made,  for  the  training  of  40,000  negroes 
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for  the  service  indicated,  shall  meet  your  approval,  it  is  certain  that 
even  this  limited  number,  by  their  preparatory  training  in  inter- 
mediate duties,  would  form  a  more  valuable  reserve  force  in  case  of 
urgency  than  threefold  their  number  suddenly  called  from  field  labor, 
while  a  fresh  levy  could  to  a  certain  extent  supply  their  places  in 
the  special  service  for  which  they  are  now  employed. 

OTHER  DEPARTMENTS. 

The  regular  annual  reports  of  the  Attorney-General,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  General  are  appended,  and  give 
ample  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  respective  de- 
.  partments.  They  contain  suggestions  for  legislative  provisions  re- 
quired to  remedy  such  defects  in  the  existing  laws  as  have  been  dis- 
closed by  experience,  but  none  of  so  general  or  important  a  character 
as  to  require  that  I  should  do  more  than  recommend  them  to  your 
favorable  consideration. 

NEGOTIATIONS  FOR  PEACE. 

The  disposition  of  this  Government  for  a  peaceful  solution  of  the 
issues  which  the  enemy  has  referred  to  the  arbitrament  of  arms  has 
been  too  often  manifested  and  is  too  well  known  to  need  new  assur- 
ances. But  while  it  is  true  that  individuals  and  parties  in  the  United 
States  have  indicated  a  desire  to  substitute  reason  for  force,  and  by 
negotiation  to  stop  the  further  sacrifice  of  human  life,  and  to  arrest 
the  calamities  which  now  afflict  both  countries,  the  authorities  who 
control  the  Government  of  our  enemies  have  too  often  and  too  clearly 
expressed  their  resolution  to  make  no  peace  except  on  terms  of  our 
unconditional  submission  and  degradation  to  leave  us  any  hope  of 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  until  the  delusion  of  their  ability  to  con- 
quer us  is  dispelled.  Among  those  who  are  already  disposed  for 
peace,  many  are  actuated  by  principle  and  by  disapproval  and  ab- 
horrence of  the  iniquitous  warfare  that  their  Government  is  waging, 
while  others  are  moved  by  the  conviction  that  it  is  no  longer  to  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  continue  a  struggle  in  which  success 
is  unattainable.  Whenever  this  fast-growing  conviction  shall  have 
taken  root  in  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  the  Northern  people,  there 
will  be  produced  that  willingness  to  negotiate  for  peace  which  is 
now  confined  to  our  side.  Peace  is  manifestly  impossible  unless  de- 
sired by  both  parties  to  this  war,  and  the  disposition  for  it  among 
our  enemies  will  be  best  and  most  certainly  evoked  by  the  demon- 
stration on  our  part  of  ability  and  unshaken  determination  to  de- 
fend our  rights,  and  to  hold  no  earthly  price  too  dear  for  their  pur- 
chase. Whenever  there  shall  be  on  the  part  of  our  enemies  a  desire 
for  peace,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  means  by  which  negoti- 
ation can  be  opened ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  no  agency  can  be  called 
into  action  until  this  desire  shall  be  mutual.  When  that  contingency 
shall  happen  the  Government,  to  which  is  confided  the  treaty-making 
power,  can  be  at  no  loss  for  means  adapted  to  accomplish  so  desir- 
able an  end. 

In  the  hope  that  the  day  will  soon  be  reached  when,  under  Divine 
favor,  these  States  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  on  their  former  peace- 
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ful  pursuits  and  to  develop  the  abundant  natural  resources  with  which 
they  are  blessed,  let  us  then  resolutely  continue  our  united  and  un- 
impaired energies  to  the  defense  of  our  homes,  our  lives,  and  our  lib- 
erties. This  is  the  true  path  to  peace.  Let  us  tread  it  with  confi- 
dence in  the  assured  result. 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Richmond,  November  7, 186b. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Whereas  it  has  been  made  known  to  me  that  Bennett  G.  Burley, 
an  acting  master  in  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  is  now  under 
arrest  in  one  of  the  British  North  American  Provinces  on  an  appli- 
cation made  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  delivery 
to  that  Government  of  the  said  Bennett  G.  Burley,  under  the  treaty 
known  as  the  extradition  treaty,  now  in  force  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain; 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  said  demand 
for  the  extradition  of  said  Bennett  G.  Burley  is  based  on  the  charge 
that  the  said  Burley  is  a  fugitive  from  justice,  accused  of  haying 
committed  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  piracy  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States; 

And  whereas  it  has  further  been  made  known  to  me  that  the  accu- 
sations and  charges  made  against  the  said  Bennett  G.  Burley  are 
based  solely  on  the  acts  and  conduct  of  said  Burley  in  an  enterprise 
or  expedition  made  or  attempted  in  the  month  of  September  last 
(18G4)  for  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Michigan,  an  armed  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  navigating  the  Lakes  on  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  said  British  North  American  Prov- 
inces, and  for  the  release  of  numerous  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
States,  held  as  prisoners  of  war  by  the  United  States,  at  a  certain 
Island  called  Johnson's  Island; 

And  whereas  the  said  enterprise  or  expedition  for  the  capture  of 
said  armed  steamer  Michigan  and  for  the  release  of  the  said  prison- 
ers on  Johnson's  Island  was  a  proper  and  legitimate  belligerent  op- 
eration, undertaken  during  the  pending  public  war  between  the  two 
Confederacies  known,  respectively,  as  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which  operation  was 
ordered,  directed,  and  sustained  by  the  authority  of  the  Government 
of  the  Confederate  States,  and  confided  to  its  commissioned  officers 
for  execution,  among  which  officers  is  the  said  Bennett  G.  Burley: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare  and  make  known  to  all  whom 
it  may  concern  that  the  expedition  aforesaid,  undertaken  in  the 
month  of  September  last,  for  the  capture  of  the  armed  steamer 
Michigan,  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  release 
of  the  prisoners  of  war,  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica, held  captive  by  the  United  States  of  America  at  Johnson's  Island,* 
was  a  belligerent  expedition  ordered  and  undertaken  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  against  the  United 
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States  of  America,  and  that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  assumes  the  responsibility  of  answering  for  the 
acts  and  conduct  of  any  of  its  officers  engaged  in  said  expedition,  and 
especially  of  the  said  Bennett  G.  Burley,  an  acting  master  in  the 
Navy  of  the  Confederate  States. 

And  I  do  further  make  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that 
in  the  orders  and  instructions  given  to  the  officers  engaged  in  said 
expedition  they  were  specially  directed  and  enjoined  to  "  abstain 
from  violating  any  of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Canadian  or 
British  authorities  in  relation  to  neutrality,"  and  that  the  combina- 
tion necessary  to  effect  the  purpose  of  said  expedition  u  must  be  made 
by  Confederate  soldiers  and  such  assistance  as  they  might  (you  may) 
draw  from  the  enemy's  country." 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  signed  this  manifesto  and  directed 
the  same  to  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  to  be  made  public. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Richmond  on  this  24th  day  of  December,  1864. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Datis. 

By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Ben  jam  ix, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Washington,  January  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  having  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  letter  to  you  of  the  12th 
instant,  you  may  say  to  him  that  I  have  constantly  been,  am  now, 
and  shall  continue,  ready  to  receive  any  agent  whom  he.  or  any  other 
influential  person  now  resisting  the  national  authority,  may  inform- 
ally send  to  me,  with  the  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people  of  our 
one  common  country. 


Yours,  etc., 
F.  P.  Blaie,  Esq. 


A.  Lincoln. 


[Second  1'onKiTMi.l 

A  PR  OCL  AM  ATI  OX. 

By  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  have,  by  a  joint  resolution, 
invited  me  to  appoint  a  day  of  public  fasting,  humiliation,  and 
prayer,  with  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God. 

It  is  our  solemn  duty  at  all  times,  and  more  especially  in  a  season 
of  public  trial  and  adversity,  to  acknowledge  our  dependence  on  His 
mercy,  and  to  bow  in  humble  submission  before  His  footstool,  con- 
fessing our  manifold  sins,  supplicating  His  gracious  pardon,  im- 
ploring His  divine  help,  and  devoutly  rendering  thanks  for  the 
many  and  great  blessings  which  He  has  vouchsafed  to  us. 

'  n  i  ,the  hearts  of  our  Pe0Ple  tlirn  contritely  and  trustingly  unto 
Uod;  let  us  recognize  in  His  chastening  hand  the  correction  of  a 
father,  and  submissively  pray  that  the  trials  and  sufferings  which 
have  so  long  borne  heavily  upon  us  may  be  turned  away  by  His 
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merciful  love ;  that  His  sustaining  grace  be  given  to  our  people,  and 
His  divine  wisdom  imparted  to  our  rulers;  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
will  be  with  our  armies  and  fight  for  us  against  our  enemies,  and  that 
He  will  graciously  take  our  cause  into  His  own  hand  and  mercifully 
establish  for  us  a  lasting,  just,  and  honorable  peace  and  independ- 
ence. 

And  let  us  not  forget  to  render  unto  His  holy  name  the  thanks 
and  praise  which  are  so  justly  due  for  His  great  goodness  and  for  the 
many  mercies  which  He  has  extended  to  us  amid  the  trials  and  suffer- 
ing of  protracted  and  bloody  war : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  appointing  Friday, 
the  10th  day  of  March  next,  as  a  day  of  public  fasting,  humiliation, 
and  prayer  (with  thanksgiving)  for  "  invoking  the  favor  and  guid- 
ance of  Almighty  God,"  and  I  do  earnestly  invite  all  soldiers  and 
citizens  to  observe  the  same  in  a  spirit  of  reverence,  penitence,  and 
prayer. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederated  States,  at 
Richmond,  this  25th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1865. 

Jefferson  Davis. 
By  the  President : 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richmond,  January  28, 1865. 
Sib  :  In  conformity  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lincoln  of  which  the 
foregoing*  is  a  copy,  you  are  requested  to  proceed  to  Washington 
City  for  informal  conference  with  him  upon  the  issues  involved  in  the 
existing  war,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  peace  to  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
(Same  to  lion.  A.  II.  Stephens  and  to  Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell.) 


Department  of  State, 
Montgomery,  March  16,  1861. 

Gentlemen:  You  have  been  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and 
witli  the  advice  and  consent  of  Congress,  special  commissioners  to 
Europe.  Herewith  you  will  receive  your  commissions  as  such  to 
Great  Britain,  France.  Russia,  and  Belgium,  together  with  the  usual 
letters  of  credence  and  introduction,  accrediting  and  empowering 
you  to  represent  the  Confederate  States  near  the  Governments  of 
those  countries. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  mission  with  which  you  are 
charged,  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  proceed  to  London  with  all 
dispatch  consistent  with  your  convenience  and  enter  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties. 

. _  % 

*  Pee  letter  dated  January  18,  18C5,  i>.  190. 
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As  shortly  after  your  arrival  at  that  city  as  you  may  deem  judi- 
cious, you  will  seek  an  interview  with  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretary  for  foreign  affairs  and  communicate  to  him  the  object 
which  you  are  deputed  to  accomplish. 

You  will  inform  him  that  the  several  Commonwealths  composing 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  have,  by  act  of  their  people  in 
convention  assembled,  severed  their  connection  with  the  United 
States,  have  reassumed  the  powers  which  they  delegated  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government  for  certain  specified  purposes  under  the  compact 
known  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  have  formed  an 
independent  government,  perfect  in  all  its  branches,  and  endowed 
with  every  attribute  of  sovereignty  and  power  necessary  to  entitle 
them  to  assume  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

Although  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  enter  into  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  reasons  which  impelled  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States 
to  dissolve  their  union  with  the  United  States,  it  may  be  well  to 
allude  to  some  of  the  more  prominent  of  the  causes  which  produced 
that  result  in  order  to  show  that  the  step  was  not  taken  hastily  or 
passionately,  but  after  long,  patient,  and  mature  deliberation,  when 
the  people  became  convinced  that  their  honor,  social  and  material 
welfare  demanded  separation  as  the  best  means  by  which  those  vital 
interests  could  be  preserved. 

You  can  point  with  force  to  the  efforts  which  have  been  per- 
sistently made  by  the  manufacturing  States  of  the  North  to  compel 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  South,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  their 
industry,  to  pay  bounties  to  Northern  manufacturers  in  the  shape  of 
high-protective  duties  on  foreign  imports.  Since  the  year  1828, 
whenever  they  had  the  power,  the  manufacturing  Northern  States, 
disregarding  the  obligations  of  our  compact,  in  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  fair  dealing,  and  in  contempt  of  all  remonstrance 
and  entreaty,  have  carried  this  policy  to  great  extremes,  to  the  serious 
detriment  of  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  the  South. 

This  policy,  the  injustice  of  which  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the 
high-protective  tariff  just  adopted  by  the  Government  at  Washing- 
ton, furnishes  a  strong  additional  vindication  of  the  wisdom  of 
action  of  the  Confederate  States,  especially  in  the  estimation  of  those 
countries  whose  commercial  interests,  like  those  of  Great  Britain,  are 
diametrically  opposed  to  protective  tariffs. 

When,  however,  in  addition  to  this  system,  by  which  millions  were 
annually  extorted  from  our  people  to  foster  Northern  monopolies,  the 
attempt  was  made  to  overthrow  the  constitutional  barriers  by  which 
our  property,  our  social  system,  and  our  right  to  control  our  own 
institutions  were  protected,  separation  from  associates  who  recog- 
nized no  law  but  self-interests  and  the  power  of  numerical  supe- 
riority became  a  necessity  dictated  by  the  instincts  of  self-preserva- 
tion. 

You  will  not  fail  to  explain  that  in  withdrawing  from  the  United 
States  the  Confederate  States  have  not  violated  any  obligation  of 
allegiance.  They  have  merely  exercised  the  sovereignty  which  they 
have  possessed  since  their  separation  from  Great  Britain,  and  jeal- 
ously guarded,  by  revoking  the  authority  which,  for  defined  pur- 
poses and  within  defined  limits,  they  had  voluntarily  delegated  to  the 
General  Government,  and  by  reassuming  themselves  the  exercise  of 
the  authority  so  delegated. 
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In  consummating  this  act  of  separation,  no  public  or  private 
interest  has  suffered  the  least  shock  or  detriment.  No  right  has  been 
impaired,  no  obligation  has  been  forfeited.  Everywhere  in  the  Con- 
federate States  order  and  respect  for  individual  and  collective 
rights  have  been  scrupulously  observed. 

The  Confederate  States,  therefore,  present  themselves  for  admis- 
sion into  the  family  of  independent  nations  and  ask  for  that  acknowl- 
edgment and  friendly  recognition  which  are  due  to  every  people 
capable  of  self-government  and  possessed  of  the  power  to  maintain 
their  independence. 

The  Confederate  States  have  a  well-organized  Government,  insti- 
tuted by  the  free  will  of  their  citizens  in  the  active  exercise  of  all 
the  functions  of  sovereignty,  and  are  capable  of  defending  them- 
selves. 

The  Constitution  which  their  Congress  have  just  unanimously 
adopted  (a  copy  of  which,  duly  authenticated  by  this  department, 
you  will  hand  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  secretary  of  foreign  af- 
fairs) is  the  best  proof  which  you  can  afford  of  the  wisdom,  modera- 
tion, and  justice  which  have  guided  their  counsels. 

One  of  the  Confederate  States  (Alabama)  has  already,  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote  of  her  convention,  ratified  that  instrument, 
and,  doubtless,  long  before  you  reach  your  destination  all  the  other 
States  of  the  Confederacy  will  have  accepted  it  with  equal  unanimity 
as  their  fundamental  law.  It  is  the  confident  expectation  of  the 
President  and  people  of  the  Confederate  States  that  the  enlightened 
Government  of  Great  Britain  will  speedily  acknowledge  our  inde- 
pendence and  welcome  us  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

The  recent  course  which  the  British  Government  pursued  in  rela- 
tion to  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  the  Italian  people  to  change 
their  form  of  government  and  choose  their  own  rulers  encourages 
this  Government  to  hope  that  they  will  pursue  a  similar  policy  in 
regard  to  the  Confederate  States.  Beasons  no  less  grave  and  valid 
than  those  which  actuated  the  people  of  Sicily  and  Naples  to  cast 
off  a  government  not  of  their  choice,  and  detrimental  to  their  inter- 
ests, have  impelled  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  to  dissolve 
the  compact  with  the  United  States,  which,  diverted  from  the  just 
and  beneficent  purposes  of  its  founders,  had  become  dangerous  to 
their  peace,  prosperity,  and  interest.  Representations  may,  how- 
ever, be  made  to  the  British  Government  by  the  Government  at 
Washington  that  our  existence  as  an  independent  country  will  be  of 
but  temporary  duration,  and  that  we  can  be  induced  by  certain  con- 
cessions to  reenter  the  Union  from  which  we  recently  severed  our 
connection. 

If  an  impression  of  this  kind  has  been  or  shall  be  made  upon  the 
British  ministry,  you  will  leave  no  exertions  unemployed  for  its  defin- 
itive removal.  I  need  not  assure  that  neither  the  Government  nor 
the  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  regard  such  an  oc- 
currence as  within  the  range  of  possiblity.  Our  experience  of  the 
past,  our  hopes  of  the  future,  unite  us  cordially  in  a  resolute  purpose 
not  again  to  identify  our  political  fortunes  with  the  Northern  States. 
If  we  were  not  secure  in  our  rights  and  property  under  such  an  in- 
strument as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  we  see  no  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  securing  them  by  additional  guaranties.     You 
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will,  therefore,  steadily  maintain  in  your  intercourse  with  foreign 
functionaries  and  otherwise  that  in  every  contingency  the  Confed- 
erate States  are  resolute  in  their  purpose  to  preserve  and  perpetuate 
their  national  independence.  The  Confederate  States  assume  this 
position  in  the  firm  conviction  that  thus  alone  can  they  secure  their 
future  happiness  and  tranquility,  and  that  they  have  the  moral  and 
physical  strength  to  hold  and  cause  their  position  to  be  respected. 
Against  the  only  power  which  is  at  all  likely  to  question  our  inde- 
pendence and  disturb  our  peace — the  United  States — we  possess 
abundant  means  for  successful  defense.  In  the  first  place,  we  are  in 
a  condition  now  to  bring  into  the  field  100,000  well-armed  troops, 
and  should  they  be  required  this  number  could  be  increased  almost 
to  the  extent  of  our  arms-bearing  population.  Secondly,  should  the 
United  States,  actuated  by  lust  of  dominion,  numerical  superiority  v 
or  the  fancied  possession  of  a  right  to  compel  our  allegiance  to  th6m, 
determine  to  invade  our  soil  or  otherwise  assail  us,  they  would  have 
to  contend  not  only  against  the  5,000,000  people  of  the  Confederate 
States  but  against  the  8,000,000  also  who  inhabit  the  eight  other 
States  allied  to  us  by  community  of  institutions  and  interest  and  by 
geographical  position,  and  who,  although  they  .have  not  as  yet  re- 
solved to  sever  their  connection  with  the  United  States,  would  do  so 
immediately  and  join  us  in  arms  the  moment  the  first  gun  was  fired 
against  us  by  order  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
resolutions  of  the  popular  conventions  of  those  States  amply  attest 
the  accuracy  of  this  calculation.  Thirdly,  you  are  aware  that  in  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  Northern  States  large  and  influential  portions  of  the 
population  have  manifested  the  most  determined  opposition  to  any 
attempt  to  force  us  to  reunite  ourselves  to  our  late  confederates. 

Fourthly,  you  will  remember  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  at  this  time  wholly  destitute  of  the  power  and  the  means  to 
commence  an  aggressive  war.  The  legislative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  refused,  by  omitting  to  make  the  necessary  provisions  for 
that  purpose,  to  arm  the  Executive  with  any  authority  to  make  war. 
It  is  needless  also  to  point  out  in  what  condition  the  United  States 
would  be  placed  were  they  to  be  entirely  cut  off  from  our  custom  for 
their  manufactures,  and  our  two.  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  prod- 
uce for  their  commerce  and  exchanges. 

This  combination  of  powerful  inducements  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  large  material 
strength  and  resources  which  we  possess,  render  it  apparent  to  every 
observer  that  Ave  have  no  unusual  reasons  to  fear  war. 

As  soon  as  you  shall  be  received  officially  by  Great  Britain  you 
will  propose  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navi- 
gation, and  you  are  accordingly  furnished  herewith  with  full  powers 
for  that  purpose.  The  principal  aim  of  the  Confederate  States  in 
their  policy  with  foreign  Governments  is  peace  and  commerce.  It 
will  be  their  constant  care  to  employ  every  means  consistent  with 
honor  to  maintain  the  one  and  extend'the  other.  In  their  traffic  with 
foreign  countries  they  intend  to  act  upon  that  wise  maxim  of  political 
economy,  "  Buy  where  you  can  buy  cheapest  and  sell  where  you  can 
sell  dearest.  Import  duties  for  mere  revenue  purposes,  so  moderate 
as  to  closely  approximate  free  trade,  will  render  their  market  pecul- 
iarly accessible  to  the  manufactories  of  Europe,  while  their  liberal 
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navigation   system   will   present  valuable   attractions  to   countries 
largely  engaged  in  that  enterprising  pursuit. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  nearly  one-half  of  all  the  Atlantic 
coast  and  the  whole  of  the  Mexican  'Gulf  coast,  lately  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  is  at  present  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  Confederate  States  produce  nearly  nineteen-twentieths  of  all 
the  cotton  grown  in  the  States  which  recently  constituted  the  United 
States.  There  is  no  extravagance  in  the  assertion  that  the  gross 
amount  of  the  annual  yield  of  the  manufactories  of  Great  Britain 
from  the  cotton  of  the  Confederate  States  reaches  $600,000,000.  The 
British  ministry  will  comprehend  fully  the  condition  to  which  the 
British  realm  would  be  reduced  if  the  supply  of  our  staple  should 
suddenly  fail  or  even  be  considerably  diminished.  A  delicate  allu- 
sion to  the  probability  of  such  an  occurrence  might  not  be  unkindly 
received  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  an  occurrence,  I  will  add, 
that  is  inevitable  if  this  country  shall  be  involved  in  protracted  hos- 
tilities with  the  North.  The  President  feels  no  hesitation  in  author- 
izing you  to  enter  into  such  stipulations  as  in  your  judgment  will  be 
most  advantageous  to  this  country,  subject,  of  course,  to  his  approval 
and  that  of  the  coordinate  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power. 

You  are  further  to  express  to  the  British  minister  the  willingness 
of  this  Government  to  assume  the  obligations  of  the  treaties  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  now  in 
force.  The  only  exception  is  in  reference  to  the  clause  of  the  treaty 
of  Washington,  known  as  the  Ashburton  treaty,  which  obliges  the 
United  States  to  maintain  a  naval  force  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to 
comply  with  this  obligation.  We  have  prohibited  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  intend  in  good  faith  to  prevent  it  in  our  country.  But 
we  are  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  aid  the  rest  of  the  world  in  pro- 
moting that  object. 

When  the  object  of  your  mission  to  London  is  accomplished  you 
will  proceed  to  Paris,  and  thence  to  Brussels,  St.  Petersburg,  and  such 
other  places  as  the  President  may  hereafter  direct.  The  arguments 
which  you  will  use  with  Great  Britain  to  induce  her  to  establish 
relations  with  the  Confederate  States  may  be  employed  with  France 
and  the  other  countries  to  which  you  are  accredited.  With  each  of 
these  countries  you  will  propose  to  negotiate  treaties  of  friendship, 
commerce,  and  navigation  similar  to  that  which  you  will  propose  to 
Great  Britain,  subject  to  the  same  reservations  as  to  ratifications  here. 

You  will  correspond,  as  frequently  as  occasion  may  require,  with 
this  Department,  transmitting  your  dispatches  by  such  conveyances 
as  you  may  deem  the  most  safe  and  expeditious. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  Toombs. 

William  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann,  Esquires. 


Department  of  State, 
Montgomery,  March  16,  1861. 
Gentlemen  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  following  papers,  docu- 
ments, and  books,  which  will  be  found  necessary  or  useful  to  you 
in  the  discharge  of  the  mission  to  which  you  have  been  appointed : 
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1,  Letters  of  credence  to  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Russia,  and  Belgium. 

2.  Letters  of  introduction  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  of 
those  countries. 

:?.  A  special  passport  for  yourself  and  the  persons  of  your  suite. 

4.  A  set  of  laws  of  the  United  States  and  pamphlet  copies  of  re- 
cent laws. 

5.  A  copy  of  Wheaton's  International  Law.  (These  books  are  for 
the  use  of  the  commission;  and  at  the  termination  of  your  mission 
are  to  remain  with  the  representative  of  the  Confederate  States  at 
London  or  to  be  returned  to  this  Department.) 

6.  A  sample  of  dispatch  paper. 

Your  allowance,  as  limited  by  law,  is  $1,000  per  month  for  each 
of  the  commissioners.  By  a  general  rule,  the  salary  commences  from 
the  time  of  the  commissioner's  acceptance  of  his  appointment,  and 
ceases  on  his  receiving  notice  or  permission  to  return.  The  cost  of 
newspapers,  gazettes,  pamphlets,  etc.,-  transmitted  to  this  Depart- 
ment, of  postage,  stationery,  and  other  necessary  and  customary  ex- 
penses, is  not  considered  as  included  under  the  denomination  of  per- 
sonal expenses,  and  will  form,  as  contingencies  of  the  commission,  a 
separate  charge  in  your  accounts.  But  no  contingent  expenses  are 
to  be  incurred  without  necessity,  or  in  compliance  with  the  established 
usages;  and  no  charge  of  any  other  description  will  be  admitted, 
unless  warranted  by  express  directions  from  this  Department.  Exact 
vouchers  in  all  cases  of  expenditure  will  be  requisite  for  the  settle- 
ment of  your  accounts;  and  as  some  of  these  incidental  charges  are 
of  a  nature  scarcely  admitting  of  any  other  sort  of  voucher  for  every 
item,  a  separate  account  of  them  should  be  kept  and  certified  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commission. 

These  particulars  are  thus  minutely  stated  that  you  may  be  re- 
lieved from  all  doubt  on  the  subject  of  your  accounts,  which,  you 
will  remember,  are  to  be  regularly  transmitted  by  duplicates  for  ad- 
justment at  the  Treasury,  at  the  close  of  every  quarter  ending  with 
June,  September,  December,  and  March. 

Among  the  most  important  of  your  duties  is  that  of  transmitting 
to  this  Government  accurate  information  of  the  policy  and  views  of 
the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited  and  of  the  character  and 
vicissitudes  of  its  important  relations  with  other  European  powers. 

To  acquire  this  information,  and  particularly  to  discriminate  be- 
tween that  which  is  authentic  and  that  which  is  spurious,  requires 
steady  and  impartial  observation,  a  free  though  cautious  correspond- 
ence with  the  other  agents  of  the  Confederate  States  abroad,  and 
friendly  social  relations  with  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  body 
at  the  places  where  you  reside. 

In  your  correspondence  with  this  Department,  besides  the  cur- 
rent general  and  particular  politics  of  the  country  where  you  are  to 
reside,  you  will  be  mindful,  as  far  as  you  may  find  it  convenient,  to 
collect  and  transmit  information  of  every  kind  relating  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, finances,  commerce,  arts,  sciences,  and  condition  of  the 
nation,  which  is  not  already  known,  and  mav  be  made  useful  to  our 
own  country. 

Books  of  travels,  containing  statistical  or  other  information  of 
political  importance,  historical  works  not  before  in  circulation  au- 
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thentic  maps  published  by  authority  of  the  State,  or  distinguished 
by  extraordinary  reputation,  and  publications  of  new  and  useful  dis- 
coveries Avill  always  be  acceptable  acquisitions  to  this  Department. 
The  expense  of  procuring  and  transmitting  them  will  form  in  your 
account  a  separate  charge  to  the  Department.  But  no  such  charge 
of  any  considerable  amount  is  to  be  incurred  in  any  one  account, 
without  a  previous  express  direction  for  it  from  this  Department. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  European  Governments,  in  the  drawing 
up  of  their  treaties  with  each  other,  to  vary  the  order  of  naming 
the  parties  and  of  the  signatures  of  the  plenipotentiaries  in  the 
counterparts  of  the  same  treaty,  so  that  each  party  is  first  named 
and  its  plenipotentiary  signs  first  in  the  copy  possessed  and  pub- 
lished by  itself ;  and  in  treaties  drawn  up  between  parties  using  dif- 
ferent languages,  and  executed  in  both,  each  party  is  first  named  and 
its  plenipotentiary  signs  first  in  the  copy  executed  in  its  own  lan- 
guage. This  practice  having  been  accidentally  omitted  on  one  or 
two  occasions  to  be  observed  by  the  United  States,  the  omission  was 
followed  by  indications  of  a  disposition  in  certain  European  Gov- 
ernments to  question  its  application  to  them.  It  became,  therefore, 
proper  to  insist  upon  it,  as  was  accordingly  done  with  effect.  As 
it  is  understood  to  involve  a  principle,  you  will  consider  it  a  stand- 
ing instruction  to  adhere  to  this  alternation  in  the  conclusion  of  any 
treaty,  convention,  or  other  document  to  be  jointly  signed  by  you 
with  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  other  power. 

You  are  requested  to  provide  yourself  with  a  sufficient  supply  of 
dispatch  paper,  in  size  and  quality  corresponding  with  sample  sent 
herewith,  to  be  exclusively  used  in  your  correspondence  with  this 
Department.  It  has  been  found  highly  convenient  and  useful  to 
have  the  original  dispatches  from  our  ministers  abroad  bound  up 
in  volumes.  For  this  purpose,  with  a  view  to  uniformity,  the  dis- 
patches should  be  regularly  numbered,  and,  with  the  copies  made  at 
the  commission  of  all  papers  transmitted  with  them,  should  be  writ- 
ten on  paper  of  the  same  dimensions,  with  the  edges  uncut,  for  stitch- 
ing and  cutting  off  the  edges  without  injury  to  the  text.  Minute 
as  these  particulars  appear,  they  are  found  to  be  very  essential  to 
the  good  order  and  convenience  of  business  in  the  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

R.  Toombs. 

William  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann,  Esqs. 


No.  1.]  Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  April  £, 1861. 

Gentlemen:  At  the  date  of  your  departure  from  this  city  (the 
17th  ultimo)  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  which  had 
been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Congress  on  the  11th  of  March, 
had  been  ratified  by  the  conventions  of  but  two  States  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, namely,  Alabama  and  Georgia. 

The  conventions  of  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Texas 
have  since  met  and  have  by  almost  unanimous  votes  ratified  that  in- 
strument. 

By  Article  VII,  section  1,  of  the  Constitution  it  is  provided  that 
"  the  ratifications  of  the  conventions  of  five  States  shall  be  sufficient 
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for  the  establishment  of  this  Constitution  between  the  States  so  rati- 
fying the  same."  The  five  States  already  enumerated  having  thus 
recorded  their  ratification,  the  Constitution  is,  therefore,  now  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  Confederate  States.  I  take  especial  pleas- 
ure in  communicating  to  you  this  important  fact  for  your  informa- 
tion and  guidance. 

The  conventions  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Florida  are 
now  in  session,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  they  will,  with  the 
same  promptness  and  cordiality,  give  their  sanction  to  the  Consti- 
tution at  an  early  day. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully  yours, 

R.  Toombs. 

William  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann,  Esqs., 
Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc. 


No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  April  &£,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch  (2d  instant) 
events  of  great  magnitude  have  occurred,  of  which  I  deem  it  im- 
portant to  apprise  you  officially,  as  well  for  your  own  guidance  as 
for  the  information  of  the  Governments  to  which  you  are  accredited. 
Notwithstanding  the  persistent  and  anxious  efforts  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  avoid  a  hostile  collision  with  the  United  States  and  to  effect 
a  peaceful  solution  of  the  questions  which  necessarily  arose  from 
the  separation  of  the  Confederate  States  from  the  late  Federal 
Union,  war  has  actually  commenced  between  the  two  confederacies. 

The  United  States  Government  has  thrown  down  the  gauntlet, 
and  we  have  promptly  picked  it  up,  trusting  to  Providence  and  the 
devotion  of  our  people  to  their  just  cause  for  a  successful  issue  out 
of  the  difficulties  which  are  the  necessary  concomitants  of  war. 

As  the  effort  will  doubtless  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
on  this  Government  and  generally  to  misrepresent  our  acts  and  in- 
tentions, I  think  it  proper  to  give  you  a  full  detail  of  the  facts  in 
order  that  you  may  successfully  baffle  all  such  attempts  and  amply 
vindicate  the  course  which  this  Government  has  resolved  to  pursue. 

When  you  left  this  city  you  were  aware  that  commissioners  from 
this  Government  had  been  sent  to  Washington  with  the  view  to  open 
negotiations  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
peaceful  settlement  of  all  matters  in  controversy  and  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  relations  of  amity  and  good  will  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. They  promptly  made  known  to  the  Administration  at  Wash- 
ington the  object  of  their  mission;  gave  the  most  explicit  assurances 
that  it  was  the  earnest  desire  of  the  President,  Congress,  and  people 
of  the  Confederate  States  to  preserve  peace;  that  they  had  no  de- 
mand to  make  which  was  not  founded  otl  the  strictest  justice;  and 
that  they  had  no  wish  to  do  any  act  to  injure  their  late  confederates. 
Conscious  of  the  embarrassments  by  which  the  newly  installed  Ad- 
ministration at  Washington  was  surrounded,  they  did  not  press  their 
demand  for  a  formal  reception  or  a  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  Confederate  States.    So  long  as  moderation  and  forbearance 
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■were  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  their  Government, 
they  forbore  from  taking  any  step  which  could  possibly  add  to  the 
difficulties  by  which  the  Cabinet  of  Mr.  Lincoln  was  beset.  Acting 
in  pursuance  of  this  policy,  they  consented  to  transmit  to  and  re- 
ceive communications  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  through  the  medium  of  third  persons,  gentlemen  of  the  high- 
est social  and  official  position,  and  in  this  way  they  received  the 
most  positive  assurances  from  Mr.  Seward  that  the  policy  of  his 
Government  was  peace;  that  Fort  Sumter  would  be  evacuated  im- 
mediately; that  Fort  Pickens  would  soon  be  abandoned;  that  no 
measure  was  contemplated  "to  change  the  existing  status  of  things 
prejudicially  to  the  Confederate  States;"  and  if  any  change  was 
resolved  upon,  due  notice  would  be  given  to  the  commissioners. 
These  assurances  were  repeatedly  and  authoritatively  conveyed  by 
Mr.  Seward  to  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  already  alluded,  with 
the  express  intent  that  they  should  be  transmitted  to  the  commission- 
ers of  the  Confederate  States. 

Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  it  is  nevertheless  perfectly  true  that 
while  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  thus  addressing  the 
Confederate  States  with  words  of  conciliation  and  promises  of  peace 
a  large  naval  and  military  expedition  was  being  fitted  out  by  its 
order  for  the  purpose  of  invading  our  soil  and  imposing  on  us  an 
authority  which  we  have  forever  repudiated,  and  which  it  was.Avell 
known  we  would  resist  to  the  last  extremity. 

At  the  very  time  when  persons  of  high  position  were  authorized 
and  requested  to  assure  the  commissioners  that  Fort  Sumter  would 
be  evacuated  forthwith  agents  were  dispatched  by  the  Untied  States 
Government  to  Charleston  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  evacuation,  but  with  the  real  intent  to  devise 
and  concert  schemes  for  the  stealthy  reinforcement  of  the  fortress 
and  its  prolonged  occupation  by  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  clearest  proof  of  this  fact  in  the  remonstrance  against 
such  conduct  contained  in  a  dispatch  (intercepted  by  us)  addressed 
to  his  Government  by  the  gallant  and  distinguished  officer  who  com- 
manded the  United  States  troops  at  Sumter,  and  whose  sense  of 
honor  was  shocked  at  being  made  an  unwilling  party  to  an  act  which 
could  not  even  be  justified  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  as  he  knew 
that  the  plan  could  not  succeed  and  could  only  lead  to  a  useless  ex- 
posure to  destruction  of  life  and  property. 

On  the  9th  instant,  when  it  became  apparent  to  the  commissioners 
that  all  hope  of  peaceful  negotiations  was  at  an  end ;  that  the  United 
States  Government  had  resolved  to  attempt  to  coerce  the  people  of 
the  Confederate  States  into  submission  to  authority  which  they  had 
abjured,  the  commissioners  promptly  left  Washington,  having  pre- 
viously notified  the  United  States  Secretary  of  State  of  their  deter- 
mination. 

Annexed  to  this  dispatch  you  will  find  copies  of  their  official  note 
and  of  the  memorandum  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington 
communicated  to  them  by  Mr.  Seward. 

Although  fully  informed  of  the  sailing  from  various  ports  of  the 
United  States  of  a  large  naval  and  military  force  destined  to  invade 
some  part  of  the  Confederate  States,  this  Government  still  abstained 
from  giving  the  order  to  reduce  Fort  Sumter,  in  the  hope  that  the 
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expedition  was  not  destined  to  reinforce  that  work.  This  hope  was 
soon  dissipated  by  the  arrival  at  Charleston  of  two  authorized  agents 
of  the  United  States  Government,  instructed  to  inform  the  governor 
of  South  Carolina  that  it  was  the  intention  of  their  Government  to 
reinforce  Fort  Sumter  with  provisions,  and  that  if  any  resistance 
were  offered  by  the  Confederate  States  force  would  be  employed  to 
attain  that  object.  Under  these  circumstances  the  general  command- 
ing the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Charleston  was  imme- 
diately ordered  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  work.  His  demand 
was  refused ;  but  as  the  officer  commanding  the  United  States  troops 
in  Fort  Sumter  accompanied  his  refusal  to  surrender  with  the  state- 
ment that  he  and  his  command  would  be  "  starved  out  in  a  few  days," 
the  general  was  immediately  instructed  to  inform  Major  Anderson 
that  if  he  would  indicate  the  time  when  he  would  be  compelled  to 
surrender  for  want  of  provisions,  and  would  agree  not  to  use  his  guns 
against  the  Confederate  States  unless  their  guns  were  first  used 
against  him.  Fort  Sumter  should  not  be  bombarded.  It  was  only 
when  he  declined  to  make  such  an  agreement  that  General  Beaure- 
gard determined  to  proceed  to  reduce  the  fort. 

Having  a  knowledge  that  a  large  fleet  was  expected  hourly  to 
arrive  off  Charleston  Harbor  with  orders  to  force  an  entrance  and 
attempt  to  victual  and  reinforce  the  fortress,  and  that  the  troops  of 
the  Confederate  States  would  be  thus  exposed  to  a  double  attack, 
General  Beauregard  had  no  alternative  left  but  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  and  take  possession  of  the  fort  and  thus  command  absolutely 
all  the  approaches  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  so  that  the  entrance 
of  a  hostile  fleet  would  be  almost  impossible.  I  annex  copies  of  the 
official  correspondence  by  telegraph  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  General  Beauregard,  and  of  correspondence  between  General 
Beauregard  and  Major  Anderson  prior  to  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Sumter  (marked  "D"). 

General  Beauregard  opened  his  batteries  at  half  past  4  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  the  12th  instant,  and  at  half  past  1  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  next  day 
Major  Anderson  hauled  down  his  flag  and  surrendered  uncondition- 
ally to  the  troops  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  this  brilliant  success  was  accom- 
plished without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  on  our  side  and  with  incon- 
siderable loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  still  hoping  that  the 
authorities  at  Washington  would  abandon  the  course  of  aggression 
on  which  they  had  entered  and  order  the  withdrawal  of  the  United 
States  troops  from  Fort  Pickens,  the  only  other  point  where  imme- 
diate collision  was  to  be  apprehended,  generously  forbore  from  using 
the  powers  which  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  placed 
in  its  hands.  Instead  of  detaining  Major  Anderson  and  his  men  as 
prisoners  of  war,  they  were  permitted  to  leave  the  fort  with  their 
side  arms  and  baggage,  were  allowed  to  salute  their  flag,  and  were 
conducted  by  an  escort  of  Confederate  States  troops  to  the  United 
States  ships  of  war  lying  off  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  The  response 
of  the  United  States  Government  to  these  acts  of  forbearance  was 
President  Lincoln's  proclamation  of  war,  of  the  15th  instant,  calling 
out  an  army  of  75,000  men  for  the  declared  purpose  of  invading  the 
Confederate  States  with  a  view  to  capture  our  forts. 
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War  being  thus  forced  on  the  Confederate  States,  in  view  of  the 
proclamation  of  President  Lincoln,  and  the  extensive  preparations 
for  military  aggression  which  have  been  made  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  has 
issued  his  proclamation  convoking  an  extra  session  of  Congress  for 
the  '29th  instant,  and  has  resolved  to  use  all  the  means  to  repel  the 
threatened  invasion  and  to  defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
oeople  of  the  Confederate  States  which  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare  place  at  his  disposal. 

The  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  of 
the  17th  instant,  inviting  application  for  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prisal was  made  in  anticipation  of  the  action  of  the  Congress  to 
whom  the  question  is  referred.  You  are  instructed  to  assure  all  the 
powers  with  which  you  are  in  communication  that,  in  the  exercise  of 
this  unquestioned  belligerent  right,  the  most  carefully  guarded  in- 
structions will  be  issued  to  our  private-armed  cruisers,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  interference  with  neutral  commerce 
or  any  invasion  of  the  rights  of  neutral  powers.  So  far  from  per- 
mitting any  abuse  in  this  respect,  it  is  obvious  that  not  only  sound 
policy  but  a  due  regard  to  our  own  interest  requires  that  we  should 
invite  the  most  unrestricted  intercourse  with  friendly  nations. 

In  taking  this  course  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  is 
enthusiastically  sustained  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  of 
the  Confederate  States.  Nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  subscrip- 
tion invited  for  the  loan  which  this  Government  was  authorized  by 
Congress  to  contract  has  been  promptly  subscribed  at  par,  and  we 
have  incontestable  proof  that  ample  means  to  meet  all  future  require- 
ments for  the  common  defense  and  the  good  of  the  country  will  be 
cheerfully  provided. 

I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  are  in  receipt  of 
the  most  cheering  intelligence  from  those  States  which  are  known 
as  the  border  slave  States.  The  great  State  of  Virginia,  whose  con- 
vention has  been  in  session  for  several  weeks,  although  devotedly 
attached  to  the  Federal  Union,  passed  an  ordinance  on  the  18th 
instant  dissolving  her  connection  with  the  United  States,  and  has 
taken  active  and  efficient  steps  for  her  own  protection  and  the  de- 
fense of  the  Confederate  States  against  the  unprovoked  policy  of 
aggression  which  the  Government  at  Washington  has  inaugurated. 

In  the  State  of  Maryland  the  people  have  risen  to  prevent  the 
passage  through  their4erritory  of  armed  men  from  the  North  to  the 
city  of  Washington,  destined  to  invade  the  South;  and  a  conflict  is 
now  going  on  in  that  State  between  the  people  and  the  invaders. 

In  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Arkansas, 
and  Missouri  the  people  have  manifested  a  determination  to  follow 
the  example  of  Virginia,  and  their  respective  governors  have  ten- 
dered to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  the  services  of 
large  numbers  of  troops,  which  are  now  being  embodied  to  take  the 
field  immediately  for  the  common  defense  against  the  aggressions  of 
the  United  States  Government. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  before  thirty  days  have  rolled 
round  all  the  15  States  of  the  South  will  have  severed  the  bonds 
which  have  bound  them  to  the  late  Federal  Union  and  will  have 
joined  the  Confederate  States. 
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You  are  instructed  to  read  this  dispatch  to  the  ministers  of  foreign 
affairs  of  the  Governments  to  which  you  are  accredited. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  Toombs. 
lions.  W.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc. 


No.  3,  private.]  Department  or  State, 

Montgomery,  April  26,  1861. 
Gentlemen:  In  the  dispatch  (No.  2)  addressed  to  you  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  date  of  the  24th  instant,  and  confided  to  the 
care  of  William  Grayson  Mann,  esq.,  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct 
your  secretary  to  make  the  following  alteration:  Instead  of  para- 
graph commencing  "Nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  loan  which 
this  Government  was  authorized  by  Congress  to  contract  has  been 
promptly  subscribed,  etc.,"  insert  "  Nearly  double  the  amount  of  the 
subscription  invited  for  the  loan  which  this  Government  was  author- 
ized by  Congress  to  contract,  has  been  promptly  subscribed,"  etc. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Hons.  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann, 
Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc. 


No.  4.1  Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  April  29,  1861. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  pursuance  of 
the  President's  proclamation  of  the  12th  instant,  convoking  an  extra 
session  of  Congress,  that  body  met  this  day  at  12  o'clock,  and  soon 
thereafter  received  a  message  from  the  President,  a  copy  of  which  is 
sent  to  you  herewith. 

I  have  further  to  inform  you  of  the  presence  in  London  or  Paris  of 
Captain  Caleb  Huse  of  the  Confederate  States  Army,  who  has  been 
sent  to  Europe  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  special  service,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  give  him  all  the  aid  in  your  power  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  object  of  his  mission. 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith,  a  package  of  letters  for  Captain  Huse, 
with  a  request  that  you  will  cause  it  to  be  delivered  to  him  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Hons.  William  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann, 
Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc. 


Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  May  17, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  have  been  appointed  by  the  President  to  act  as  agent  of 
the  Confederate  States  near  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of 
Mexico.    Your  commission  as  such,  and  the  ordinary  letter  of  intro- 
duction to  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  you  will  receive  herewith. 


LIST   OF   PAPERS.  203 

^  It  is  desirable  that  you  should  proceed  with  as  much  speed  as  may 
be  consistent  with  your  convenience,  to  the  seat  of  Government  of 
Mexico,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  after  your  arrival  put  yourself  in 
communication  with  the  Government  of  that  Republic,  and  express 
to  them  the  sincere  desire  which  animates  this  Government  to  culti- 
vate the  most  amicable  relations  with  Mexico.  You  will  inform  them 
of  the  separation  of  the  Confederate  States  from  the  late  Federal 
Union;  the  formation  by  them  of  a  separate  and  independent  Gov- 
ernment; the  causes  which  led  to  this  action;  of  their  purpose  to 
maintain  their  independence  at  all  hazards,  and  of  the  events  which 
have  transpired  since  the  Confederate  States  declared  themselves  an 
independent  nation. 

Should  the  Mexican  Government  express  any  desire  to  form  an 
alliance  with  the  Confederate  States  you  will*  assure  them  of  the 
readiness  of  this  Government  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  with  that  Republic  on  terms  equally  advan- 
tageous to  both  countries.  There  are  many  reasons  why  Mexico 
should  desire  to  form  such  an  alliance.  The  people  both  of  the  Con- 
federate States  and  Mexico  are  principally  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  mining  pursuits,  and  their  interests  are  therefore  homogeneous. 
The  institution  of  domestic  slavery  in  one  country,  and  that  of 
peonage  in  the  other,  establish  between  them  such  a  similarity  in 
their  systems  of  labor  as  to  prevent  any  tendency  on  either  side  to 
disregard  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  other.  It  is  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Mexican  people  as  well  as  those  of  the  Confederate 
States,  to  buy  the  cheapest  goods,  and  employ  the  lowest  freights,  and 
tli  is  would  naturally  create  a  harmony  of  interests  which  would 
lead  to  intimate  trade  relations  as  well  as  cordial  diplomatic  coopera- 
tion. Mexico  being  coterminous  with  the  Confederate  States,  renders 
the  existence  of  a  friendly  alliance  with  the  latter  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  former. 

Were  the  Confederate  States  to  guarantee  Mexico  against  foreign 
invasion,  it  is  obvious  that  they  could  do  so  more  promptly  and 
effectually  than  any  more  distant  nation.  It  is  understood  that  the 
United  States  have  sent  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose 
of  concluding  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  that  Republic,  and  especially 
instructed  .to  prevent  the  formation  of  any  alliance  with  the  Con- 
federate States.  Although  many  good  reasons  might  be  advanced 
why  Mexico  should  not  enter  into  any  close  alliance  with  the  United 
States,  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  Government  to  offer  any  advice 
or  remonstrance  to  the  Mexican  Government  against  their  taking 
such  a  step  should  they  think  proper  to  do  so. 

This  Government  expects,  however,  that  in  any  engagements  which 
the  Mexican  Government  may  make  with  that  of  the  United  States 
the  strictest  neutrality  shall  be  observed  so  far  as  the  Confederate 
States  are  concerned.  The  grant  to  the  United  States  of  commercial, 
political,  or  territorial  advantages  which  are  not  accorded  to  the 
Confederate  States,  would  be  regarded  by  this  Government  as  evi- 
dence of  an  unfriendly  disposition  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  which  it 
would  sincerely  deplore,  and  protest  against  in  the  promptest  and 
most  decided  manner.  It  will  be  your  duty  to  use  all  the  means  at 
your  disposal  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  representative  of  the 
United  States  at  Mexico  and  prevent  the  Mexican  Government  from 
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taking  any  step  at  his  suggestion  which  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  give  them  just  cause  for  in- 
terrupting those  relations  of  friendship  and  good  neighborhood 
which  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Government  to  preserve  and 
improve. 

It  is  not  the  wish  of  this  Government  to  ask  for  a  formal  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  by  Mexico ;  but  if 
the  Mexican  Government  should  express  a  desire  to  make  such  recog- 
nition, and  establish  regular  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Confed- 
erate States,  you  are  instructed  to  inform  them  of  the  readiness  of  this 
Government  to  send  a  minister  to  Mexico,  and  receive  a  representa- 
tive of  that  Republic  here. 

You  will  not  insist  on  a  formal  reception  in  your  official  character; 
and  if  the  Mexican  Government  should  consent  to  entertain  friendly 
and  confidential  relations  with  you,  you  will  be  content  with  this,  it 
being  the  desire  of  this  Government  to  waive  the  form  when  by  doing 
so  the  substantial  objects  of  your  mission  can  be  accomplished.  It 
will  be  your  duty  to  use  the  facilities  which  your  long  residence  in 
Mexico  and  your  acquaintance  with  the  native  and  foreign  merchants 
resident  there  afford  you  to  make  the  cause  of  the  Confederate  States, 
their  condition,  their  purposes,  and  the  nature  of  their  present  contest 
with  the  United  States  properly  understood  by  that  important  class 
of  the  population.  You  will  also  feel  the  pulse  of  merchants  and 
shipowners  on  the  subject  of  privateering,  and  should  a  desire  be 
manifested  to  obtain  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  from  this  Gov- 
ernment, you  will  make  known  the  power  vested  in  you  by  this 
Department  to  grant  such  commissions  in  conformity  with  the  law 
of  Congress  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  same. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  20  blank  commissions,  together  with  50 
copies  of  the  act  of  Congress,  the  instructions  of  the  President,  and 
the  form  of  the  bond  to  be  executed  by  the  owner  and  commander 
of  every  private  armed  vessel,  and  a  copy  of  the  circular  instructions 
of  this  Department.  You  are  also  authorized  to  employ  faithful  and 
discreet  persons  resident  in  Mexico  as  agents  for  the  reception  of 
applications  for  letters  of  marque  and  also  as  prize  agents,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States.  You 
will  be  very  careful  in  the  selection  of  these  agents,  appointing  none 
but  persons  of  the  strictest  integrity,  prudence,  and  worthiness  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

It  is  confidently  anticipated  by  this  Government  that  the  Mexican 
authorities  will  accord  to  the  armed  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of 
the  Confederate  States  the  right  to  enter  the  ports  of  Mexico  with 
any  lawful  prizes  they  may  make  on  the  high  seas.  It  is  the  general 
practice  of  neutral  nations  to  allow  prizes  to  be  brought  into, their 
ports,  as,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  grant  such  permission  is 
no  violation  of  the  strictest  neutrality,  since  it  may  be  equally  ac- 
corded to  both  of  the  belligerents.  You  will  ask  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  accord  this  permission ;  and,  if  obtained,  you  will  imme- 
diately inform  this  Department  of  the  fact.  It  will  be  well  in  your 
relations  with  the  Mexican  Government  to  remind  them  that  Southern 
statesmen  and  diplomatists,  from  the  days  of  Henry  Clay  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  have  always  been  the  fast  friends  of  Mexico,  and  that  she 
may  always  confidently  rely  on  the  good  will  and  friendly  inter- 
vention of  the  Confederate  States  to  aid  her  in  maintaining  those 
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principles  of  constitutional  liberty  which  she  has  successfully  as- 
serted.    ^  on  will  keep  this  Department  constantly  informed  con- 
cerning your  mission,  availing  yourself  of  the  best  and  safest  means 
at  your  command  for  the  transmission  of  your  dispatches. 
I  am,  etc., 

R.  Toombs. 
John  T.  Pickett,  Esq.,  etc., 

Montgomery. 

[Enclosure.] 
MEMORANDUM  OF  INSTRUCTIONS  TOR  MR.  JOHN  T.  PICKETT. 

1.  He  is  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
thence  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  these 
instructions. 

2.  The  Government  of  Mexico  being  based  on  the  consent  of  the 
independent  sovereign  States  constituting  that  Republic,  he  will  have 
no  hesitation  in  speaking  freely  to  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz  upon 
the  cause  and  motive  of  the  revolution  in  the  Government  of  the  late 
United  States,  and  he  will  feel  the  pulse  of  the  merchants  of  that 
port  (who  are  almost  exclusively  European)  upon  the  subject  of 
privateering,  endeavoring  by  all  proper  means  to  cause  the  great 
question  now  agitating  the  North  American  Continent  to  be  properly 
understood  by  all  classes  at  Vera  Cruz. 

3.  Proceeding  to  the  capital,  he  will  avail  himself  of  his  personal 
relations  with  members  of  the  cabinet  and  with  President  Juarez 
himself  to  secure  a  friendly  reception  in  his  official  capacity,  which, 
being  effected,  he  will  present  his  credentials  and  enter  upon  the 
full  discharge  of  the  important  object  of  his  mission. 

4.  The  precise  object  of  this  mission  may  be  summed  up  as  fol- 
lows, viz,  to  manifest  to  the  Mexican  Government  that  the  southern 
portion  of  the  late  United  States,  unable  longer  to  endure  the 
usurpations  of  Federal  power,  violative  of  the  common  Constitu- 
tion, have  resolved  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  central  despotism 
at  Washington,  and  are  now  engaged  in  a  war  of  independence; 
that  to  secure  and  consolidate  their  liberties  they  have  formed  a 
league,  offensive  and  defensive,  under  the  title  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America;  that,  feeling  strong  in  their  ability  to  maintain 
their  independence  and  wishing  to  cultivate  relations  of  amity  and 
good  will  with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  especially  neighbors 
whose  history  is  freighted  with  episodes  similar  to  that  which  now 
agitates  the  Confederate  States,  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  has  instructed  the  undersigned  to  assure  the  President  of  the 
United  Mexican  States  of  the  cordial  desire  of  the  Government, 
Congress,  and  people  of  the  Confederate  States  to,  etc. ;  that  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  has  observed  throughout  with 
surprise  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  its  animosity 
toward  its  late  confederates,  has  not  hesitated  to  send  as  its  minister 
plenipotentiary  near  the  Government  of  Mexico  a  man  notorious 
and  infamous  at  home  and  abroad  as  a  traitor ;  that  such  an  appoint- 
ment is  deemed  insulting  to  the  well-known  dignity  and  good  sense 
of  the  Mexican  nation;  and  that  the  ratification  or  negotiation  of 
any  treaty  whatsoever  with  such  a  person  in  the  slightest  degree 
injurious  to  the  dignity  or  interests  of  the  Confederate  States  would 
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be  peculiarly  offensive  to  the  said  States;  that  the  Government  of 
the  Confederate  States  has  seen  with  great  satisfaction  the  triumph 
in  Mexico  of  those  principles  of  constitutional  government  for  which 
the  Confederate  States  are  now  battling,  and  which  it  is  both  their 
wish  and  their  interest  to  see  sustained  throughout  time,  and  to 
maintain  which  against  the  tyranny  of  both  the  Old  and  the  New 
World  they  will  be  found  prepared  to  make  common  cause. 

5.  Touch  adroitly  upon  commercial  matters  and  the  violent  oppo- 
sition which  treaties  to  strengthen  those  relations  have  ever  met  from 
the  North,  especially  last  winter. 

6.  Remind  the  Mexican  Government  that  Southern  men  and  South- 
ern diplomatists,  especially,  have  been  the  first  and  fast  friends  of 
Mexico  from  Henry  Clay  down  to  the  days  of  James  Gadsden,  John 
Forsvth,  and  Robert  N.  McLane,  the  present  agent  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States,  having  been  first  foreign  representatives  to  recognize 
the  present  constitutional  government  in  Mexico,  for  which  his 
exequatur  was  revoked  by  the  military  despotism  then  at  the  Capital, 
and  for  which  he  was  dismissed  from  the  office  of  consul  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  insulted  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  though  afterwards  reappointed 
without  request. 

7.  Border  feuds  and  forays  must  be  put  an  end  to  by  the  forming 
of  an  extradition  treaty.  (This  subject  had  better  rest  until  after 
our  full  recognition.) 

8.  He  will  undertake  to  enforce  the  clause  (now  absolute)  in  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  restraining  incursions  of  wild  tribes, 
in  consideration  of  certain  commercial  privileges  and  rights  of  way 
across  Mexican  territory  and  in  connection  with  extradition. 

9.  The  agent  should  be  empowered  to  nominate  consuls  and  prize 
agents  pro  tempore,  subject  to  approval  of  the  Confederate  States. 

10.  The  agent  should  be  furnished  with  means  or  credit  or  author- 
ity to  purchase  or  contract  for  arms  and  munitions  of  war  which, 
now  that  comparative  quiet  exists  in  that  country,  may  be  obtained 
there  in  no  inconsiderable  quantity. 

11.  The  agent  should  be  furnished  with  means  sufficient  to  main- 
tain a  creditable  personal  and  diplomatic  figure  and  to  pay  for  im- 
portant information  when  not  to  be  had  otherwise,  and  other  secret 
service.  A  million  or  so  of  money  judiciously  applied  would  pur- 
chase our  recognition  by  the  Government.  The  Mexicans  are  not 
overscrupulous,  and  it  is  not  our  mission  to  mend  their  morals  at 
this  precise  period.  Retaining  all  the  gravity  and  love  of  grandeur 
peculiar  to  the  Spaniards,  they  have  a  supreme  contempt  for  mean- 
ness and  parsimony  in  high  official  station,  particularly  in  foreign 
agents.  So  also  with  regard  to  personal  slovenliness  and  boorish 
manners.  The  niggardliness  of  the  late  ex-Governor  Letcher,  of 
Kentucky,  his  aversion  of  clean  linen,  and  profuse  squirting  of 
tobacco  juice  rendered  him  positively  odious,  though  otherwise  a 
most  excellent  minister  plenipotentiary. 

12.  Count  tie  Gabriac,  a  late  French  minister,  was  more  despised 
for  his  stinginess  than  hated  for  his  robberies  and  open  war  upon 
the  Liberal  Party.  If  there  be  one  persona]  vice  which  revolts  the 
Spanish  character  more  than  any  other  it  is  drunkenness. 

These  hasty  notes  submitted  by  Department  of  States  this  17th 
day  of  May,  1861. 
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Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  May  18, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  salary  as  special  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  in 
Mexico  has  been  fixed  by  the  President  at  $4,500  per  annum,  to  be 
computed  from  the  6th  day  of  May,  1861  (the  day  on  which  you 
reached  this  city  to  receive  your  instructions).  In  addition  to  the 
above  you  will  be  entitled  to  an  allowance  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  your  agency,  which  are  not  to  exceed  $1,500  per  annum,  a 
separate  account  of  which  you  will  regularly  keep  and  furnish  to 
this  Department. 

Every  official  communication  of  your  agency  is  to  be  fairly  copied 
and  indexed  in  proper  books.  This  will  include  protocols  of  confer- 
ences, notes  of  official  conversations,  copies  of  correspondence,  and 
every  memorandum  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  history 
of  the  mission.  The  Department  must  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all 
official  notes  or  letters  received  and  of  answers  given  thereto  by  the 
agent  of  the  Confederate  States. 

All  his  conversations  with  officials  of  the  Government  to  which  he 
is  accredited  having  any  material  bearing  on  its  relations  with  the 
Confederate  States,  and  which  he  deems  it  important  that  this  Gov- 
ernment should  know,  will  be  particularly  noted  as  soon  after  the 
conversation  as  possible,  and  copies  of  these  notes  or  the  substance 
thereof  promptly  communicated  to  this  Department.  It  will  be  found 
convenient  in  the  transaction  of  business  in  the  Department  of  State 
to  have  the  official  communications  from  our  agents  abroad  bound  up 
in  volumes.  To  ensure  uniformity  in  this  respect  all  dispatches 
(which  must  be  regularly  numbered)  and  their  accompaniments 
should  be  written  on  paper  of  the  same  dimensions.  For  the  conv 
venience  of  binding,  a  margin  of  at  least  1£  inches  should  surround 
the  borders  of  the  text. 

To  facilitate  the  dispatch  of  business  in  the  Department  agents  are 
requested  in  their  official  communications  to  indicate  by  short  mar- 
ginal references  those  parts  to  which  particular  attention  is  invited. 
Such  references  should  be  invariably  placed  on  the  outer  margin  of 
the  sheet.  A  copy  of  more  than  one  document  should  never  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Department  on  a  single  sheet  of  paper.  One  of  the  es- 
sential qualifications  of  a  diplomatic  agent  is  to  observe  at  all  times  a 
proper  reticence  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  his  Government ;  and  the 
knowledge  of  these  affairs  possessed  by  persons  belonging  to  the  lega- 
tion should  be  regarded  as  confidential.  The  instructions  given  to  a 
diplomatic  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  by  his  Government,  the 
official  communication  received  by  him  from  other  sources,  the  rec- 
ords of  his  answers  thereto  and  of  all  transactions  relating  to  his 
office  are  not  the  private  property  of  such  agent,  but  belong  to  the 
archives  of  the  mission,  and  must  be  kept  to  the  orders  of  this  Depart- 
ment. No  copy  of  any  public  paper  is  to  be  taken  or  retained  by  any 
diplomatic  agent  for  his  own  use  or  for  any  private  purpose  what- 
ever, nor  is  any  such  paper  at  any  time  to  be  published  without  the 
express  consent  of  this  Department.  Amongst  the  most  important 
duties  of  a  diplomatic  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  is  that  of 
transmitting  to  his  own  Government  accurate  information  concern- 
ing the  policy  and  views  of  that  to  which  he  is  accredited  in  its  im- 
portant relations  with  other  powers.    In  this  connection  it  is  to  be 
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remembered  that  diplomatic  agents  are  forbidden  to  correspond  in 
regard  to  the  public  affairs  of  any  foreign  Government  with  any  pri- 
vate person,  with  any  newspaper  or  other  periodical,  or  otherwise 
than  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  recom- 
mend any  person  at  home  or  abroad  for  any  employment  of  trust  or 
profit  under  the  Governments  to  which  they  are  respectively  accred- 
ited. In  their  regular  correspondence  with  the  Department  diplo- 
matic agents  of  the  Confederate  States  will  transmit  such  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  Government,  finances,  commerce,  arts,  sciences, 
and  condition  of  the  country  where  they  reside  as  they  may  deem 
useful.  In  dispatches  communicating  such  information,  however, 
political  affairs  should  not  be  referred  to. 

In  their  drafts  for  salary  or  for  contingent  expenses  diplomatic 
agents  will  be  careful  not  to  exceed  in  the  amount  drawn  for  the 
sum  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  in  account  with  the  Confederate 
States  at  the  date  of  the  draft.  Each  draft  must  designate  the 
account  on  which  it  is  made,  whether  for  salary  or  for  contingencies ; 
if  for  both,  the  amount  chargeable  to  each  must  be  stated.  Agents 
of  the  Confederate  States  abroad  will  bear  in  mind  that  in  the 
sale  of  their  drafts,  either  for  salary  or  for  contingent  expenses,  all 
loss  or  gain  on  such  drafts  must  be  accounted  for  to  the  proper 
officer  of  the  Treasury  in  their  accounts  for  contingent  expenses,  and 
be  accompanied  by  a  broker's  certificate  stating  the  rate  of  exchange 
at  the  date  of  the  sale  of  the  draft,  and  for  any  loss  incurred  drafts 
will  be  made  on  this  Department. 

Accounts  should  be  transmitted  for  adjustment  in  duplicate  to  the 
Treasury  Department  at  the  close  of  every  quarter  ending  with 
May,  August,  November,  and  February.  Exact  vouchers  in  all 
cases  of  expenditure  will  be  required,  and  when  in  a  foreign  language 
must  be  accompanied  by  English  translations. 
I  am,  etc., 

K.  Toombs. 

John  T.  Pickett,  Esq.,  etc. 


No.  5.]  Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  May  18,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  My  dispatch  of  the  24th  ultimo  contained  an  accu- 
rate summary  of  the  important  events  which  had  transpired  up  to 
that  date,  and  informed  you  that  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
had  commenced  a  war  of  aggression  against  the  Confederate  States. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  in  his  dispatch  of  the  29th  ultimo 
informed  you  that  in  response  to  the  call  made  by  the  President  in 
his  proclamation  of  the  12th  March  the  Congress  reassembled  here 
on  the  29th  of  that  month  and  enclosed  you  copies  of  the  President's 
message.  Since  that  day  the  Congress  has  passed  a  law,  which  was 
approved  on  the  6th  instant,  recognizing  the  existence  of  war  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  use  the  whole  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  Confederate  States 
to  meet  the  war,  and  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisal 
against  the  vessels  and  property  of  the  United  States  and  their 
citizens. 
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In  issuing  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to  private  armed  ves- 
sels to  act  against  the  United  States  the  Confederate  States  have 
exercised  a  right  which  the  law  of  nations  clearly  recognizes  as  be- 
longing to  belligerents. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  when  the  principal  powers  of  Europe 
proposed  at  the  Paris  conference  in  1856  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
other  nations  of  the  world  to  the  abandonment  of  this  right  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  refused  to  comply,  on  the  ground  that 
in  any  future  contest  with  other  maritime  nations,  the  United  States, 
having  a  comparatively  small  Navy,  could  not  consent  to  surrender 
the  advantage  which  the  employment  of  the  "militia  of  the  seas" 
afforded  them.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  have  seized 
and  are  now  using  against  us  the  entire  navy  which  belonged  to  that 
Confederacy  prior  to  its  dissolution,  of  which  a  large  portion  justly 
belongs  to  the  Confederate  States,  who  contributed  their  share  of  the 
money  expended  in  building  and  equipping  it.  It  is  only  by  the  use 
of  privateers  that  we  can  now  encounter  the  United  States  upon  the 
high  seas.  It  is  the  only  weapon  of  maritime  defense  left  to  us;  and, 
of  all  nations,  the  United  States  are  the  last  who  can  justly  object 
to  the  use  of  a  right  which  they  expressly  reserved  to  themselves 
for  reasons  which  forcibly  apply  to  the  present  position  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

President  Lincoln  has  proclaimed  that  the  exercise  of  this  acknowl- 
edged right  is  an  act  of  piracy,  and  that  all  persons  engaged  in  priva- 
teering in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  who  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  shall  be  treated  as  pirates. 

The  Confederate  States  are  resolved  to  regard  rigidly  the  usages 
of  civilized  warfare  and  use  none  but  legitimate  means  of  defense; 
but  if  the  United  States  enhance  the  inevitable  horrors  of  war  by  a 
resort  to  practices  which  the  civilized  world  justly  regards  as  bar- 
barous, the  Confederate  States  will  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  re- 
taliate in  justice  to  themselves  and  in  self-defense. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  copies  of  the  act  and  of  the  instructions  of 
the  President  to  the  commanders  of  private  armed  vessels  thus  com- 
missioned, from  which  you  will  perceive  that  every  possible  precau- 
tion has  been  taken  to  guard  the  rights  of  neutral  and  friendly  na- 
tions and  protect  them  against  loss  or  injury.  I  have  also  to  inform 
you  that  you  are  jointly  and  severally  authorized  to  receive  applica- 
tions for  such  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  and  to  issue  commis- 
sions thereon  in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  by  law.  Before, 
however,  you  receive  any  application  or  grant  any  commission  you 
will  take  steps  to  inform  yourselves  as  to  whether  your  doing  so 
would  be  displeasing  to  the  Governments  to  which  you  are  accredited, 
or  whether,  while  those  Governments  might  not  directly  sanction  the 
proceeding,  they  would  tacitly  permit  it,  being  assured  that  the  inter- 
ests of  their  own  citizens  will  be  scrupulously  protected. 

In  case  you  find  that  those  Governments  are  earnestly  opposed  to 
your  issuing  the  commissions  within  their  limits  and  that  your  in- 
fluence and  position  would  be  compromised  or  lessened  thereby,  you 
will  decline  to  receive  any  applications  which  made  be  made  to  you 
for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  and  not  use  the  commissions  sent 
you  herewith. 
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You  are  already  aware  that  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  act  of  her 
convention,  dissolved  her  connection  with  the  United  States  on  the 
18th  of  April.  On  the  24th  of  the  same  month  a  treaty  of  alliance, 
offensive  and  defensive,  was  concluded  at  Richmond  between  the 
State  of  Virginia  and  the  Confederate  States,  and  on  the  25th  of 
April  the  convention  of  Virginia  passed  an  ordinance  adopting  the 
provisional  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  and  commissioned 
delegates  to  the  Congress,  who  have  since  arrived  and  taken  their 
seats  in  that  body. 

The  States  of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  have  passed  ordinances  dis- 
solving their  Union  with  the  United  States,  have  united  their  for- 
tunes with  those  of  their  seven  sisters  who  first  formed  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States,  and  have  drawn  the  sword  in  defense 
of  our  common  rights,  honor,  and  safety  against  the  common  enemy. 

On  the  20th  instant  the  convention  of  the  people  of  North  Caro- 
lina will  assemble  at  Raleigh,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  immediately 
thereafter  ordinances  of  secession  from  the  United  States  and  union 
with  the  Confederate  States  will  be  adopted. 

Although  10  independent  and  sovereign  States  have  thus  delib- 
erately severed  the  bonds  which  bound  them  in  political  union  with 
the  United  States  and  have  formed  a  separate  and  independent  Gov- 
ernment for  themselves,  the  President  of  the  United  States  affects  to 
consider  that  the  Federal  Union  is  still  legally  and  constitutionally 
unbroken ;  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  still  in  full 
force  and  effect  in  every  State,  and  that  it  is  his  paramount  duty  to 
enforce  this  principle.  It  matters  not  to  him  that,  with  the  exception 
of  three  or  four  forts  still  occupied  by  United  States  troops,  the 
Federal  Government  of  the  United  States  does  not  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  kind  over  one  inch  of  soil  in  the  Confederate  States.  He 
still  claims  to  be  our  ruler  and  insists  that  he  has  the  right  to  enforce 
our  obedience.  For  this  avowed  purpose  he  usurps  the  authority  to 
call  out  large  armies,  make  gigantic  military  preparations,  equip 
powerful  fleets,  order  the  blockade  of  2,000  miles  of  seacoast,  and, 
generally,  assume  and  exercise  by  himself  the  war-making  power 
which  the  Constitution  that  he  pretends  to  be  so  anxious  to  pre- 
serve and  force  upon  12,000,000  of  people  expressly  denies  to  him. 

It  is  manifest  to  everybody  at  all  conversant  with  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  there  is  not  a 
single  act  which  President  Lincoln  has  done  in  pursuance  of  his 
various  proclamations  which  is  not  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  plain- 
est provisions  of  that  instrument  and  the  boldest  and  most  reckless 
usurpation. 

For  the  ostensible  purpose  of  compelling  us  to  bow  before  the 
majesty  of  the  Federal  Constitution  which  we  have  abjured,  in  the 
exercise  of  our  inherent  rights,  and  for  the  preservation  of  a  Union 
already  dissolved,  and  which  never  rested  on  any  other  basis  than  the 
common  consent  of  the  States  which  composed  it,  war  is  declared, 
and  is  now  being  carried  on  by  the  most  flagrant  violation  of  every 
principle,  of  every  provision,  of  every  mandate  which  that  Constitu- 
tion contains. 

From  the  newspaper  press,  the  rostrum,  and  the  pulpit,  the  parti- 
sans of  Mr.  Lincoln,  while  they  clamorously  assert  their  devotion  to 
the  Union  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  daily  preach 
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a  relentless  war  between  the  sections  to  be  prosecuted  not  only  in 
violation  of  all  constitutional  authority,  but  in  disregard  of  the 
simplest  laws  of  humanity. 

The  authorized  exponents  of  the  sentiments  of  the  party  of  which 
Mr.  Lincoln  is  the  leader,  and  whose  policy  he  has  resolved  to  carry 
out,  avow  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  war  to  subjugate  the  Con- 
federate States,  spoliate  the  property  of  our  citizens,  sack  and  burn 
our  cities  and  villages,  and  exterminate  our  citizens,  and  some  are  so 
lost  to  shame,  so  dead  to  every  sense  of  humanity  and  civilization  as 
to  stimulate  the  basest  passions  of  those  whom  they  desire  to  enlist 
by  giving  glowing  allusions  to  the  beauty  of  our  women  who  are  to 
become  the  prey  of  an  infuriate  soldiery. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that,  however  it  may  be  concealed  under 
the  guise  of  patriotism,  and  fidelity  to  the  late  Federal  Compact,  the 
real  motive  which  actuates  Mr.  Lincoln  and  those  who  now  sustain 
his  acts,  is  to  accomplish  by  force  of  arms  that  which  the  masses  of 
the  Northern  people  have  long  sought  to  effect,  namely,  the  overthrow 
of  our  domestic  institutions,  the  devastation  and  destruction  of  our 
social  interests,  and  the  reduction  of  the  Southern  States  to  the  con- 
dition of  subject  provinces. 

It  is  needless  to  recur  to  the  long  series  of  Avrongs,  extending  over 
more  than  40  years,  which  culminated  on  the  6th  of  last  November  in 
the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States. 
By  that  election  it  was  proclaimed  by  the  party  which  achieved  it 
that  the  Government  formed  "  to  establish  justice  "  had  become  the 
perverted  instrument  of  sectional  aggression:  that  the  Constitution 
designed  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  "  should  thenceforth  be  ex- 
clusively administered  by  those  whose  principles  commence  in  dis- 
cord, and  whose  policy  must  end  in  dissolution.  Then  was  pro- 
nounced by  a  purely  sectional  party  the  deliberate  judgment  that  a 
great  political  charter  framed  for  the  benign  purpose  of  "  pro- 
moting the  general  welfare  and  ensuing  domestic  tranquillity,"  was 
to  be  used  as  the  tool  of  a  fanatical  association  by  which  rights  of 
minorities  were  to  be  swept  away  in  order  to  give  unbridled  sway 
to  the  power  of  majorities. 

It  is  not  astonishing  that  a  people  educated  in  that  school  which 
always  taught  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  few  against  the 
might  of  the  many,  which  ceaselessly  regarded  the  stipulation  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  liberties  and  vested  rights  of  every  member 
of  the  Confederacy,  as  the  condition  precedent  upon  which  each  State 
delegated  certain  powers  necessary  for  self-protection  to  the  General 
Government,  should  refuse  to  submit  dishonorably  to  the  destruction 
of  their  constitutional  liberty,  the  insolent  denial  of  their  right  to 
govern  themselves  and  to  hold  and  enjoy  their  property  in  peace. 

In  the  exercise  of  that  greatest  of  the  rights  reserved  to  the  several 
States  by  the  late  Federal  Constitution,  namely,  the  right  for  each 
State  to  be  the  judge  for  itself  as  well  of  the  infractions  of  the  com- 
pact of  union  as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress,  the  sovereignties 
composing  the  Confederate  States  resolved  to  sever  their  political 
connection  with  the  United  States,  and  form  a  government  of  their 
own,  willing  to  effect  this  purpose  peaceably  at  any  sacrifice  save  that 
of  honor  and  liberty,  but  determined  even  at  the  cost  of  war  to  assert 
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their  right  to  independence  and  self-government.  The  objects  and- 
desires  of  the  Government  and  people  of  the  Confederate  States,  can 
not  be  better  expressed  than  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the 
President's  recent  message  to  the  Congress,  wherein  he  says-  We  seek 
no  conquest,  no  aggrandizement,  no  concession  of  any  kind  from  the 
States  with  which  we  were  lately  confederated;  all  we  ask  is  to  be  let 
alone ;  that  those  who  never  had  power  over  us  shall  not  now  attempt 
our  subjugation  by  arms." 

It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  enthusiasm  and  unanimity  with 
which  the  people  manifest  their  determination  to  maintain  their 
rights.  From  every  State  the  people  are  flocking  in  thousands  to  the 
Confederate  standard,  and  100,000  of  the  flower  of  our  youth  and 
vigor  are  now  in  arms,  ready  to  do  and  die  in  defense  of  their  just 
cause.  .        . 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  alluded  to  the  distinguished 
intermediary  through  whom  our  commissioners  to  Washington  con- 
sented to  receive  from,  and  transmit  communications  to,  the  United 
States  Government.  I  informed  you  of  the  assurances  which  they 
received  through  this  agency  from  Mr.  Seward,  that,  the  administra- 
tion at  Washington  had  resolved  to  pursue  a  peaceful  policy  toward 
the  Confederate  States;  and  I  made  manifest  to  you  how  deceptive 
those  assurances  were,  as  was  proved  by  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
Mr.  Seward  and  the  Cabinet  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

I  am  now  at  liberty  to  inform  you  that  the  intermediary  was  the 
Hon.  John  A.  Campbell,  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  and,  in  order  that  the  nature  of  Mr.  Seward's  conduct  in  re- 
lation to  Judge  Campbell,  and  the  laudable  purpose  of  his  interfer- 
ence may  be  fully  understood,  I  refer  you  to  the  special  message  of 
the  President  to  Congress  of  the  8th  instant,  communicating  certain 
letters  addressed  by  Judge  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward  and  the  Presi- 
dent, copies  of  which  are  herewith  enclosed  (marked  A). 

I  also  send  you  herewith  (marked  B)  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton,  the  present  representative  of  the  United 
States  in  France  (published  by  the  Department  of  State  at  Wash- 
ington), wherein  the  United  States  Secretary  of  State  makes  the  as- 
tounding assertion  that  "there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  whatever 
between  the  President  and  his  constitutional  advisers,  or  among  those 
advisers  themselves,  concerning  the  policy  that  has  been  pursued,  and 
which  is  now  prosecuted  by  the  administration,  in  regard  to  the  un- 
happy disturbance  existing  in  the  country."  The  discrepancy  be- 
tween this  broad  assertion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  narrative  of  facts  contained  in  Judge  Campbell's 
letters,  is  too  obvious  to  need  particular  allusion. 

You  will  not  fail  to  show  the  Government  with  which  you  are  in 
communication  the  prejudicial  results  to  their  interests  and  those  of 
their  citizens  of  the  blockade  which  Mr.  Lincoln  has  of  his  own 
authority  assumed  to  declare,  and  the  inconsistency  of  such  a  bellig- 
erent act  with  the  theory  on  which  the  Government  at  Washington 
insists  that  the  blockaded  ports  still  belong  to  the  United  States. 

It  appears  that  the  United  States  Government  has  required  that 
all  foreign  vessels  now  in  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  shall 
set  sail  within  15  days  from  the  date  of  the  notice,  and  that  even  to 
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ship  productions  in  compliance  with  standing  contracts  with  the 
British  Government,  after  the  expiration  of  that  time,  will  not  be 
permitted.  This  action  contrasts  unfavorably  with  the  course  pur- 
sued by  this  Government,  which  accords  to  vessels  of  the  enemy  30 
days  to  leave  our  ports  after  the  publication  of  the  act  of  May  6, 
recognizing  the  existence  of  war. 

As  I  have  already  observed,  it  has  been  the  purpose  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  mitigate  rather  than  add  to  the  unavoidable 
cruelties  of  war.  While  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
sanctioned  the  illegal  seizure  and  detention  in  Northern  ports  of  the 
property  of  private  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States,  this  Govern- 
ment lias  refused  to  permit  retaliation  and  has  suffered  ships  and 
merchandise  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  value 
of  millions  of  dollars  to  leave  our  ports  as  freely  as  if  no  injustice 
had  been  done  to  us  and  profound  peace  existed. 

Private  property  which  has  entered  our  ports  relying  on  our  pro- 
tection has  been  invariably  respected  by  this  Government,  and 
orders  have  been  given  to  the  collectors  of  customs  to  grant  clear- 
ances to  all  United  States  merchant  vessels  not  carrying  naval 
stores  and  supplies  to  the  enemy.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  that  we 
do  not  receive  intelligence  of  the  capture  in  the  United  States  of 
goods,  the  private  property  of  our  citizens,  purchased  and  acquired 
long  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  extent  to  which  this  lawless  appropriation  of  prop- 
erty has  been  carried  in  the  United  States  by  citing  the  fact  that 
the  United  States  district  attorney  at  New  York  City  attempted  to 
seize  the  balances  due  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the  New 
York  banks,  and  only  desisted  when  informed  that,  were  the  Con- 
federate States  to  resort  to  retaliation,  they  could  inflict  much 
greater  injury  on  United  States  citizens  than  that  which  it  was  in 
his  power  to  inflict  on  us. 

As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  there  should  be  frequent 
and  secure  communication  between  your  commission  and  this  depart- 
ment, you  will  take  measures  to  arrange  some  plan  by  which  you  may 
regularly  transmit  your  dispatches.  You  will  be  careful,  however, 
not  to  send  any  dispatches  through  the  mail  by  the  regular  mail 
steamers  destined  to  Northern  ports,  nor  under  cover  of  G.  B.  Lamar, 
Esq.,  New  York,  it  being  now  altogether  unsafe  to  transmit  letters 
by  those  vessels  or  through  that  agency.  This  dispatch  will  be 
handed  to  you  by  Mr.  James  H.  North,  of  the  Confederate  States 
Navy,  whom,  together  with  Mr.  James  I).  Bulloch,  I  now  introduce 
to  you.  These  gentlemen  proceed  to  Europe  on  important  business 
of  the  Government,  and  you  are  requested  to  give  them  every  aid 
in  your  power  toward  the  accomplishment  of  the  mission  with 
which  they  are  charged.  They  will  inform  you  of  the  nature  of 
their  business  and  will  also  explain  to  you  by  what  means  this 
dispatch  has  been  conveyed  and  how  your  reply  can  be  safely  trans- 
mitted to  this  department. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  (marked  C)  a  copy  of  the  tariff  which  was 
adopted  on  the  17th  instant  by  the  Congress. 

You  will  also  find  herewith  (marked  D)  copies  of  the  dispatches  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  collectors  of  customs  prohibit- 
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ing  the  seizure  of  merchant  vessels  of  the  enemy  prior  to  the  declara- 
tion of  war. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  Toombs. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Yancet, 
Hon.  Pierre  A.  Eost, 
Hon.  A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States. 


No.  1.1  London,  May  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  letters  of  credence  to  the  various  courts  to 
which  we  have  been  commissioned  we  at  once  departed  upon  our 
mission  and  reached  this  city,  Mr.  Mann  on  the  15th  and  Messrs. 
Yancey  and  Eost,  with  the  secretary  to  the  commission,  Mr.  Fearn, 
on  the  29th  of  April. 

On  the  3d  instant,  through  the  kind  offices  of  W.  H.  Gregory,  Esq., 
M.  P.,  we  obtained  an  informal  interview  with  her  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  Lord  John  Eussell. 

In  that  interview  we  informed  his  lordship  that  we  had  been  duly 
accredited  by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
as  commissioners  to  the  Government  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  etc., 
and  should  be  ready  at  some  proper  moment  to  ask  for  a  formal 
interview  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  our  letters  of  credence,  but 
that  our  object  at  present,  if  agreeable  to  him,  was  to  have  with  him 
an  informal  interchange  of  views  upon  American  affairs. 

His  lordship  replied  that  it  would  give  him  pleasure  to  hear  what 
we  had  to  communicate,  though  he  should,  under  present  circum- 
stances, have  but  little  to  say. 

Availing  ourselves  of  this,  we  proceeded  to  state  that  seven  States, 
lately  members  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
had  withdrawn  from  that  Government,  revoking  the  powers  origi- 
nally granted  to  it  (for  certain  denned  purposes,  within  definite 
limits),  and,  in  accordance  with  the  great  principles  of  self-govern- 
ment, had  deliberately  and  in  perfect  order  proceeded  to  alter  their 
constitutions,  and  had  formed  a  new  government  for  their  common 
purposes,  styled  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

We  further  stated  in  this  connection  that  the  people  had  thrown 
off  one  Federal  Government  and  formed  a  new  one,  and  put  it  into 
successful  operation,  without  shedding  a  drop  of  blood,  without  vio- 
lating a  single  private  or  public  right,  and  that  during  the  entire 
progress  of  these  momentous  events  law  and  justice  had  been  admin- 
istered in  every  department  as  usual,  and  commerce  and  all  other 
industrial  pursuits  had  been  uninterrupted;  that  while  thus  illus- 
trating our  desire  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  peace,  we  were 
prepared  to  maintain  our  independence. 

We  undertook  to  answer  an  objection  urged  against  this  move- 
ment, that  the  people  had  violated  the  great  principles  of  allegiance 
by  showing  from  well-known  historical  facts  that  the  independence 
and  sovereignty  of  the  original  13  States  severally,  and  not  the  inde- 
pendence and  sovereignty  of  the  confederation  under  which  these 
States  were  then  united,  had  been  recognized  and  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain  in  the  treaty  of  Paris;  and  that  this  great  principle 


LIST  OF  PAPERS.  215 

was  the  key  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
late  United  States  of  America ;  and  that  the  people  of  the  several 
States  forming  the  Confederate  States  of  America  had  acted  upon 
this  principle  and  had  not  violated,  but  preserved,  their  allegiance 
to  their  several  sovereigns,  viz,  to  the  respective  States  of  which  they 
were  citizens. 

We  also  recited  as  fully  as  the  character  of  such  an  interview 
would  allow  the  causes  which  had  led  to  this  great  movement,  demon- 
strating, in  our  opinion,  that  the  Southern  States,  forming  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  had  acted  strictly  in  defense  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  and  had  at  last  withdrawn  from  the  late  Union 
upon  the  conviction  not  only  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  no  longer  afforded  security  for  their  Federal  rights  as  mem- 
bers of  that  Union  but  that  it  was  to  be  used  to  invade  rights  and 
liberties  which  had  been  reserved  by  them  as  sovereign  States  when 
the  Federal  Constitution  was  framed. 

The  facts  and  reasons  tending  to  show  the  ability  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  defend  their  position  and  the  elements  of  permanency 
and  great  commercial  success  to  be  found  in  the  people,  their  insti- 
tutions, climate,  soil,  and  productions,  were  also  dwelt  upon. 

The  disposition  of  our  Government  to  act  upon  the  defensive,  and 
to  cultivate  peace  and  amity  with  the  nations  of  the  earth,  were  set 
before  his  lordship. 

We  concluded  the  conversation  upon  our  part  by  expressing  a 
hope  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  would  find  it  to  be  not 
only  for  the  benefit  of  industrial  interests  generally,  but  as  tending 
to  subserve  the  higher  interests  of  peace,  civilization,  and  constitu- 
tional government,  that  it  should  recognize  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  at  an  early  date. 

His  lordship  manifested  much  interest  in  the  whole  subject,  mak- 
ing pertinent  inquiries  as  the  conversation  proceeded,  and  replied 
thanking  us  for  the  facts  which  we  had  communicated  to  him,  and 
said  that  the  whole  matter  would  be  made  a  subject  of  cabinet  con- 
sultation at  as  early  a  day  as  possible ;  that  at  present  we  would  rec- 
ognize the  propriety  of  his  not  expressing  any  opinion  upon  the 
matter. 

This  concluded  our  interview.  Since  then  one  of  the  commission, 
Mr.  Rost,'  after  consultation  and  agreement  as  to  its  policy  and  pro- 
priety, has  visited  Paris,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  Count  de 
Morny,  the  confidential  friend  of  the  Emperor.  In  this  interview 
the  count  said  that  France  and  England  had  agreed  to  pursue  the 
same  course  toward  us ;  that  we  need  apprehend  no  unfriendly  action 
on  their  part,  and  that  our  recognition  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  mere 
question  of  time.  He  added  that  I  must  be  satisfied  both  nations 
understood  their  own  interests,  commercially  and  otherwise,  and 
that  nobody  here  believed  in  or  desired  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Union  on  the  old  basis ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he  considered  that  it 
would  be  a  fatal  mistake  to  insist  upon  an  immediate  recognition 
during  the  war  now  in  progress;  both  countries  would  be  strictly 
neutral;  both  have  recognized  us  as  a  belligerent  power,  and  this 
informal  recognition,  coupled  with  the  rights  of  neutrals  under  the 
law  of  nations  as  that  law  has  been  interpreted  by  the  Government 
and  courts  of  the  United  States,  would  be  fully  as  effective  as  treaties 
in  protecting  us,  and  less  embarrassing  to  European  Governments. 
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He  further  assured  me  that  the  French  Government  would  always 
be  ready  to  receive  unofficially  and  to  give  due  consideration  to  any 
suggestions  we  might  deem  it  proper  to  make,  provided  strict  se- 
crecy were  maintained,  and  in  the  meantime,  so  long  as  we  produced 
cotton  for  sale,  France  and  England  would  see  that  their  vessels 
reached  the  ports  where  it  was  to  be  had. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  public  mind  here  is  entirely  opposed  to 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  on  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  and  that  the  sincerity  and  universality  of  this  feel- 
ing embarrasses  the  Government  in  dealing  with  the  question  of  our 
recognition.  We  are  fully  convinced,  however,  that  the  leading  pub- 
lic men  of  all  parties  look  to  our  recognition  as  certain,  unless  the 
fortune  of  war  should  be  against  us  to  such  an  extent  as  to  destroy 
all  reasonable  hope  of  our  permanency. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  6th  instant  Lord  John  Russell, 
in  answer  to  a  question  of  which  notice  had  been  given,  said  "  The 
Government  had  come  to  the  opinion  that  the  Southern  Confederacy 
of  America,  according  to  those  principles  which  seem  to  them  to  be 
just  principles,  must  be  treated  as  a  belligerent."  (See  extract  from 
the  London  Times  of  May  7,  herewith  transmitted.) 

These  remarks  appear  to  have  given  almost  universal  satisfaction 
to  the  intelligent  men  of  the  country,  and  both  the  Government  and 
opposition  parties  cordially  unite  in  commending  the  wisdom  of  the 
position  thus  taken. 

Since  then  an  important  debate  has  taken  place  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  which  it  was  announced  that  the  United  States  would  not 
be  allowed  to  treat  privateers  as  pirates  without  bringing  down  upon 
them  the  indignant  judgment  of  the  civilized  world. 

Taking  a  view  of  the  whole  matter,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
neither  England  nor  France  will  recognize  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States  at  present,  but  that  England  in  reality  is  not 
averse  to  a  disintegration  of  the  United  States,  and  both  of  these 
powers  will  act  favorably  toward  us  upon  the  first  decided  success 
which  we  may  obtain. 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  of  the  2d  and  22d 
and  26th  of  April  (unnumbered). 

Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  was 
absent  at  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  two  last  and  is  still  absent. 
As  soon  as  he  returns  we  will  ask  an  interview  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  to  him  their  contents,  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions we  have  received. 

Our  colleague,  Judge  Host,  is  still  in  Paris. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  Robert  Toombs,  etc. 

[Enclosures.  ] 

1.  Extract  from  Times,  May  7.  Remarks  of  Lord  John  Russell, 
recognizing  the  Confederacy  [as]  a  belligerent  power. 

2.  Extract.  May  16.  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  privateer- 
ing. 

3.  Proclamation  of  H.  B.  M.  the  Queen. 
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Department  of  State, 
Montgomery,  May  22,  1861. 
^  Sir  :  You  are  hereby  furnished  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
Governor    Vidaurri,   which   you   are   commissioned   to    deliver   as 
speedily  as  possible. 

The  principal  object  of  your  mission  is  to  assure  the  governor  that 
it  is  the  wish  of  this  Government  to  maintain  the  most  friendly  inter- 
course with  the  people  of  Mexico,  to  prevent  border  raids  and  lawless 
invasions  of  the  soil  of  Mexico  by  our  citizens,  but  that  we  require 
that  this  friendly  disposition  be  reciprocated  by  the  Government 
and  citizens  of  the  northern  Provinces  of  Mexico.  Hitherto  we  have 
had  just  reasons  to  complain  of  the  outrages  committed  by  Mexican 
citizens  against  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  Texas. 

It  is  now  reported  that  these  lawless  expeditions  are  about  to  be 
renewed,  and  it  is  to  urge  on  Governor  Vidaurri  to  prevent  this  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace  and  violation  of  law  that  you  are  specially  sent 
to  him  by  this  Department.  This  Government  would  discountenance 
in  the  most  positive  manner  all  attempts  by  citizens  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  foment  civil  discord  in  any  of  the  States  of  Mexico 
for  any  purpose  whatever.  It  is  our  interest  and  our  purpose  to 
cultivate  peaceful  relations  with  our  neighbors,  but  our  neighbors 
must  evince  a  similar  disposition  toward  us.  You  will  therefore 
represent  to  Governor  Vidaurri  in  terms  of  kindness,  but  with  firm- 
ness, the  necessity  that  he  shall  take  active  steps  to  defeat  expeditions 
planned  within  his  jurisdiction  against  our  citizens,  and  that  should 
he  fail  to  do  so  this  Government  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  to  pro- 
tect its  own  people  will  be  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  use  its 
power  to  punish  the  invaders  and  guard  against  the  recurrence. of 
similar  acts  of  violence. 

Your  compensation  for  the  duty  thus  entrusted  to  you  has  been 
fixed  at  the  rate  of  $200  per  month,  and  you  are  herewith  furnished 
with  the  sum  of  $300,  or  six  weeks'  salary,  within  which  time  it  is 
expected  that  you  will  have  discharged  the  trust  and  have  reported 
the  result  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

R.  Toombs. 

J.  A.  Quintero,  etc. 


Department  oe  State, 

Montgomery,  May  22, 1861. 

Excellency  :  Animated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  preserve  the  most 
friendly  and  peaceful  relations  between  the  people  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America  and  those  of  Mexico,  I  have  charged  J.  A. 
Quintero,  Esq.,  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  seat  of  your  Govern- 
ment to  assure  you  of  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  people  of  the 
Confederate  States  toward  those  of  Mexico  and  of  their  anxiety  to 
maintain  with  them  terms  of  friendship  and  good  neighborhood. 

Although  an  accredited  political  agent  of  the  Confederate  States 
has  been  sent  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  I  have  thought  it  proper,  owing 
to  the  distance  of  your  residence  from  that  city  and  the  absence  of 
speedy  and  constant  communications  with  the  central  Government,  to 
send  you  this  special  message. 
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It  is  credibly  reported  to  this  Government  that  evil-disposed  Mexi- 
can citizens  residing  within  the  limits  of  your  jurisdiction  have 
planned  predatory  expeditions  against  the  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Texas.  I  feel  assured  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  bring  this  fact  to 
your  notice  to  ensure  the  employment  by  you  of  all  the  means  in 
your  power  to  prevent  any  such  invasion  of  the  soil  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  the  detection  and  punishment  of  the  offenders,  and  the 
adoption  of  effective  measures  to  defeat  all  attempts  to  violate  the 
laws  and  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Confederate  States  by  Mexican 
citizens. 

The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  will  use  every  effort  to 
ensure  the  maintenance  of  peace  on  the  borders  by  enforcing  on  its 
citizens  the  strict  observance  of  the  obligations  of  international  law 
and  the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  and  expect  that  your  Excellency 
will  be  equally  vigilant.  Mr.  Quintero,  who  possesses  my  confidence 
and  is  possessed  of  the  views  of  this  Government,  will  explain  to  you 
more  fully  the  purposes  ior  which  he  is  sent  to  your  Excellency. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  convey  to  you  the  assurance  of 
my  high  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

R.  Toombs. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Vidaurri, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 

of  the  Mexican  Province  of  New  Leon,  etc. 


Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  May  22, 1861. 
Sir  :  Mr.  J.  A.  Quintero  has  been  this  day  appointed  agent  and 
special  messenger  of  this  department  to  Governor  Vidaurri   at  a 
salary  of  $200  per  month.    You  will  order  a  draft  to  be  prepared  in 
his  favor  for  $300  as  an  advance  on  account  of  salary. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

W.  M.  Browne, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
W.  F.  Alexander,  Esq., 

Dislmrsi.ng  Cl-erk,  etc. 


No.  6.]  Department  of  State, 

Montgomery,  May  24,  1861. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  which  as- 
sembled in  extraordinary  session  on  the  29th  ultimo,  adjourned  on 
the  21st  instant,  to  meet  at  the  city  of  Richmond  on  the  20th  July 
next. 

It  is  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States 
that  the  President  shall  assume  the  chief  direction  of  the  military 
operations  in  the  field,  and  shall  proceed  for  that  purpose  to  Virginia, 
which  is  the  principal  theater  of  those  operations  at  present. 

In  consequence  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  the  popular  desire,  the  President  has  resolved  to  remove 
to  Virginia,  and  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government  will 
necessarily  accompany  him. 
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Iir  my  last  dispatch  (No.  5)  I  intimated  to  you  my  conviction  that 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  would  immediately,  on  the  assembling 
of  her  convention  on  the  20th  instant,  pass  an  ordinance  dissolving 
her  union  with  the  United  States  and  would  unite  herself  to  the  Con- 
federate States.  The  result  has  proved  that  my  confidence  was  well 
placed.  On  the  21st  instant,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  convention 
she  seceded  from  the  late  Federal  Union,  adopted  the  Constitution 
of  the  Confederate  States,  and  resolved  to  furnish  $3,000,000  for  the 
common  defense  against  the  enemy. 
I  am,  etc., 

R.  Toomisk. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Yancey, 

Hon.  Pieiucg  A.  Host, 

Hon.  A.  Dudlky  Mann, 

Corn-mis si-oners  of  the  Confederates  States,  etc. 


No.  2.]  London,  June  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  21st  instant  we  sent  a  dispatch  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Morgan, 
detailing  the  progress  we  had  made  in  our  mission  to  that  date.  It 
may,  however,  have  been  intercepted  and  we  will  briefly  recapitulate 
its  contents.  The  commission  had  an  informal  interview  with  Lord 
John  Russell  on  the  3d  instant  ( ?  )•,  in  which  its  credentials  were  stated, 
and  the  rise  and  formation  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  and  the  causes  to  it  were  reviewed;  the  elements 
of  its  permanency  and  strength  were  descanted  upon  and  its  desire  to 
form  peaceful  relations  with  the  world  was  declared.  His  lordship 
gave  marked  attention  to  this  statement,  making  some  enquiries  as 
to  points  bearing  upon  the  permanency  of  the  new  Government,  and 
upon  the  great  question  of  neutral  rights,  which  the  commission  an- 
swered by  facts  showing  the  physical,  military,  and  commercial  re- 
sources of  the  Confederate  States,  and  answering  that  it  would  be  the 
policy  of  our  Government  to  recognize  neutral  rights  and  property 
as  fully  as  the  most  liberal  nation  could  desire.  His  lordship  prom- 
ised to  lay  the  matter  before  the  ministry  and  the  interview  termi- 
nated. 

The  dispatches  from  the  Department  of  State  of  April  22,  26, 
and  29  were  duly  received.  The  commission  again  had  an  interview 
with  Lord  John  Russell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  the  dispatch  of  the  28th  was  read  to 
him,  and  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  and  President's  message  at  the  con- 
vening of  the  extra  session  of  Congress  were  left  with  his  lordship. 
The  secretary  manifested  considerable  interest  at  the  recital  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Confederate  States  at  Washington,  and  said  that  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  desired  to  communicate  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  at  Montgomery  with  reference 
to  the  declaration  of  Paris  upon  the  questions  of  blockade,  of  neutral 
rights  and  especially  as  to  the  freedom  of  neutral  goods  in  enemies' 
ships,  and  as  to  letters  of  marque.  His  lordship  further  said  that 
all  these  questions,  including  the  question  of  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States,  would  be  made  by  the  British  Government  mat- 
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ters  of  consideration  and  communication  with  the  powers  of  Europe, 
and  in  the  meantime  he  could  not  answer  us  that  the  time  between 
this  and  the  answer  to  our  claim  to  recognition  would  be  short. 

Our  opinion  is  that  the  British  cabinet  have  no  settled  policy  as 
to  the  recognition  of  our  Government;  that  they  will  adhere  to 
their  declaration  recognizing  the  Confederate  States  as  belligerents, 
but  will  postpone  a  decision  as  to  a  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  those  States  as  long  as  possible,  at  least  until  some  decided  advan- 
tage is  obtained  by  them  or  the  necessity  for  having  cotton  becomes 
pressing. 

The  public  journals  have  been  growing  more  favorable  to  our 
cause,  and  public  opinion,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  is  more  en- 
lightened upon  the  nature  of  the  contest  than  formerly. 

The  dispatches  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton  and  the  letter  and 
speeches  of  Cassius  M.  Clay  have  materially  injured  the  cause  of 
the  United  States  and  proportionately  benefited  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States.  The  opinion  is  general,  however, 
that  the  North  is  too  strong  for  the  South,  and  that  by  blockade  and 
armies  the  South  will  probably  be  overcome,  and  as  long  as  this  may 
be  within  probabilities  England  should  not  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  our  Government. 

One  of  the  commissioners  (P.  A.  Rost),  it  was  thought  best, 
should  proceed  to  Paris  and,  as  far  as  possible,  in  an  informal  and 
quiet  way  sound  the  disposition  of  the  French  Government. 

He  has  returned,  and  the  result  of  his  enquiries  and  observations 
is  that  there  exists  an  understanding  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  France  to  cooperate  in  their  policy  upon  American  affairs. 
This  has  been  confirmed  by  what  Ave  have  learned  here.  The  exact 
nature  and  extent  of  that  understanding  we  have  not  as  yet  ascer- 
tained. The  opinions  of  the  French  people  and  of  the  Government, 
as  far  as  could  be  learned,  are  considered  to  be  quite  favorable  to 
our  cause.  The  public  journals  are  generally  favorable.  The  anti- 
slavery  sentiment  is  weak  and  not  active  in  Paris. 

The  Imperialists  we  considered  as  not  averse  to  see  a  division  of 
the  late  United  States,  while  large  numbers  of  the  red  Republicans 
and  Orleanists  view  it  in  an  unfavorable  light  as  destroying  a  naval 
power  which  they  had  looked  to  as  a  counterpoise  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  But  however  favorable  French  views  may  be  considered 
to  be  in  some  respects,  all  seem  to  concur  in  the  opinion  that  France 
does  not  wish  to  be  pressed  to  recognize  the  Confederate  States  at 
present. 

Advocates  of  the  cause  of  the  United  States  have  been  active  in 
their  attempts  to  influence  public  opinion  here  by  speeches  and  letters 
published  in  the  daily  journals.  The  effect  has  been  most  decidedly 
to  injure  that  cause  and  to  excite  British  antagonism.  This  has  been 
so  evidently  the  case  that  the  commission  has  thus  far  studiously 
avoided  public  discussions  and  they  believe  that  their  conduct  has 
met  with  public  approval,  though  it  may  yet  be  considered  politic,  to 
place  the  cause  of  the  South  before  the  European  world  in  a  temper- 
ate and  well  considered  manner. 

The  commission  suggests  that  letters  of  credence  from  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  Queen  of  Spain  be  sent  to  them,  as  they  may  find  it  very 
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important  to  open  communications  with  that  power,  and  indeed,  from 
matters  within  their  knowledge,  think  it  to  be  so  at  this  time. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
P.  A.  Rost. 
A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  Robert  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


Paris,  France,  June  10, 1861. 

Sir:  Since  our  last  dispatch,  number  two,  the  motion  (by  Mr. 
Gregory)  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States  be  recognized  by  England,  was  taken  up  on  7th 
instant,  and  at  request  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
and  the  representatives  from  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  others,  was 
withdrawn.  The  reasons  for  this  course  were  that  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  would  give  rise  to  debate  in  which  great  acerbity 
would  be  manifested ;  that  parties  would  form  upon  it,  and  that  these 
things  would  prevent  the  Government  from  acting  impartially  when 
the  proper  moment  for  action  should  arise. 

Our  opinion  is  that  the  Government  of  England  simply  waits  to 
see  which  shall  prove  strongest,  and  that  it  is  sincere  in  its  expressed 
design  to  be  neutral. 

From  our  intercourse  with  people  here,  whose  opinions  are  en- 
titled to  weight,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  France  will  pursue  the 
same  policy;  observing  a  strict  neutrality,  and  awaiting  the  exhibi- 
tion of  sufficient  consistency,  in  our  internal  affairs,  and  strength  to 
maintain  our  position,  to  justify  a  recognition. 

At  the  same  time,  we  believe  that  whenever  England  and  France 
shall  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  North  and  South  are  irrecon- 
cilably separated,  they  will  be  easily  satisfied  as  to  our  ability  to 
maintain  our  position,  and  that  when  the  cotton  crop  is  ready  for 
market,  their  necessities  will  force  them  to  conclusions  favorable  to 
the  South. 

All  that  we  can  do  at  present  is  to  affect  public  opinion  in  as  unob- 
trusive a  manner,  as  well  as  we  can,  and  to  await  some  favorable  event 
which  shall  enable  us  to  press  the  consideration  of  the  recognition  of 
the  Confederate  States  upon  both  England  and  France. 

We  are  fully  satisfied  that  our  interviews  with  Lord  John  Russell 
have  been  officially  communicated  to  the  Government  of  France. 

Lieutenant  Bulloch  arrived  in  London  about  the  4th  instant. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
P.  A.  Rost. 

Hon.  Robert  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc. 


No.  3.]  London,  July  /-'7,  1861. 

Sir:  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  dispatches  numbered  5  and  6,  to- 
gether with  the  documents  therein  referred  to. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  the  safe  arrival  of  Lieutenants  North 
and  Bulloch  and  of  Captain  Huse,  who  had  arrived  some  time  pre- 
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viously.  All  of  these  officers  have  communicated  with  the  com- 
mission. 

Since  the  date  of  our  dispatch  No.  2  Mr.  Host  has  obtained  an 
informal  interview  with  M.  Thouvenel,  the  French  minister  for 
foreign  affairs.  In  that  interview,  as  we  are  informed  by  our  col- 
league, M.  Thouvenel  expressed  a  sincere  desire  to  see  peace  estab- 
lished between  the  belligerent  powers  in  America;  that  France  con- 
curred with  the  other  powers  in  Europe  in  preserving  a  strict  neu- 
trality as  to  the  present  contest ;  that  the  French  consuls  throughout 
the  South  had  assured  the  Imperial  Government  that  the  Southern 
people  were  united  in  maintaining  the  Government  of  the  Confed- 
erate States;  and  that  there  was  no  disturbance  of  the  labor  of  the 
cotton  States  by  the  war. 

Our  colleague  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  press  the  question  of 
recognition  upon  the  minister  at  that  interview.  Another  member 
of  the  commission,  Mr.  Yancey,  was  in  Paris  at  this  time,  having 
arrived  after  Mr.  Rost  had  arranged  for  the  interview  with  M. 
Thouvenel.  His  opinion  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment toward  the  Confederate  States  is  that  the  Emperor  looks 
upon  European  policy  to  be  of  more  importance  to  France  at  this 
time  than  American;  that  the  Imperial  Government  has  no  feeling 
upon  the  subject,  and  is  in  perfect  understanding  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  leave 
the  decision  of  the  question  in  the  hands  of  the  British  Cabinet,  and 
coincide  with  it  unless  some  unforeseen  event  shall  disturb  the  ami- 
cable relations  between  the  two  Governments. 

From  information  derived  from  very  reliable  sources  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Governments  of  Spain,  Belgium,  and  Denmark 
entertain  toward  the  Confederate  States  the  most  friendly  feeling, 
and  are  ready  to  recognize  their  independence  as  soon  as  either 
England  or  France  shall  determine  to  do  so,  but  in  deference  to 
those  great  powers  will  not  take  the  initiative. 

We  are  satisfied  that  our  cause  is  slowly  though  surely  gaining 
ground  in  England,  although  information  of  movements  in  the  North 
and  South  is  derived  solely  from  Northern  journals.  The  public 
mind  here  seems  to  be  fully  impressed  with  the  falsity  of  Northern 
journalism  and  receives  its  statements  with  much  allowance. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  Government  is-  sincere  in  its  desire  to 
be  strictly  neutral  in  the  contest  and  will  not  countenance  any  vio- 
lation of  its  neutrality.  The  best-informed  Englishmen — and  we 
think  that  the  opinion  is  decidedly  the  prevailing  one — while  deny- 
ing the  right  of  secession  and  being  divided  on  the  question  of  there 
being  sufficient  justifying  cause  for  the  movement,  seem  to  agree 
that  the  great  principle  underlying  the  contest,  and  by  which  it 
should  be  judged,  is  that  of  self-government,  and  that,  looking  at 
the  contest  from  this  point  of  view,  11  great  united  States  have  the 
right  to  throw  off  the  power  of  a  union  which  they  think  is  used  to 
their  injury  and  to  form  a  new  confederacy,  and  that  to  resist  the 
exercise  of  this  right  by  arms  is  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  of  1776. 

Public  opinion  here  as  to  the  power  of  the  North  to  overcome  the 
South  has  undergone  a  considerable  change.  While  it  may  not  be 
considered  as  unanimous,  yet  we  are  satisfied  that  it  is  now  the 
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decidedly  prevailing  impression  in  the  governing  circle  that  it  is 
folly  to  think  that  the  North  can  subdue  the  South.  The  former 
opinion  that  there  was  a  considerable  party  in  the  Confederate  States 
anxious  for  a  reconstruction  of  the  late  Union  has  given  way  before 
the  march  of  events  and  has  been  abandoned.  In  consequence  there 
is  now  a  universal  desire  to  see  an  early  peace  established  between 
the  two  sections,  and  that  England,  when  occasion  offers,  should 
tender  her  mediation. 

We  are  more  fully  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  ad- 
vanced in  our  previous  dispatches  that  the  question  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  is  considered, 
both  here  and  on  the  Continent,  as  but  a  question  of  time.  The 
unity  of  our  population  in  favor  of  the  Confederate  Government 
having  been  satisfactorily  established,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
recognized  wisdom  and  vigor  of  statesmanship  displayed  by  the  pub- 
lic men  who  conduct  it,  has  led  to  this  result. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Seward  and  of  the  diplomatic  representatives 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  considered  of- 
fensive, as  we  learn,  both  here  and  in  France.  We  have  good  reason 
to  believe  that  the  relations  between  Mr.  Adams  and  the  British 
cabinet  are  not  altogether  amicable  or  satisfactory  to  either,  and 
that,  both  in  his  diplomatic  and  social  relations,  Mr.  Adams  is  con- 
sidered a  blunderer. 

Our  own  course  here  has  been  dictated  by  the  most  anxious  desire 
to  allow  the  blunders  of  our  enemies  to  have  full  effect  on  the  public 
mind,  and  not  to  divert  attention  from  them  by  any  public  move- 
ments, which  would  at  once  have  become  the  object  of  attack  and 
criticism  on  the  part  of  Northern  emissaries.  We  are  fully  satis- 
fied that  this  course  has  met  with  eminent  success,  and  is  duly  ap- 
preciated in  quarters  where  we  desire  to  make  a  favorable  impres- 
sion. We  have,  however,  not  been  inactive,  but  have  endeavored  to 
inspire  correct  views  of  the  course  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the 
minds  of  persons  who,  from  their  position  and  intelligence,  we 
thought  would  be  most  likely  to  bring  to  bear  a  favorable  influence 
on  the  British  cabinet. 

As  soon  as  a  favorable  military  event  is  officially  announced  to  us, 
we  expect  to  demand  an  official  recognition  of  our  presence  here  as 
commissioners  and  to  push  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  our 
Government  to  a  determination.  If  such  an  event  does  not  occur, 
we  are  satisfied  that  we  can  not  expect  this  before  the  cotton  is  picked 
and  the  supply  of  that  article  here  is  exhausted  and  no  other  means 
of  replenishing  it  can  be  found  than  through  treaties  with  the  Con- 
federate States. 

One  other  cause  of  delay  in  our  recognition  is  to  be  found,  we 
think,  in  the  position  of  the  two  great  parties  here.  They  are  nearly 
balanced,  and  any  move  of  the  cabinet  on  that  question,  for  or  against 
us,  unless  in  perfect  concert,  might  well  be  seized  upon  by  the  oppo- 
sition as  the  means  of  overthrowing  it. 

Parliament  will  be  prorogued  on  the  10th  proximo,  to  meet  again 
in  February  next. 

We  consider  it  fortunate  that  the  British  cabinet  will  then  have 
to  deal  with  the  question  without  fear  of  parliamentary  inquiry  or 
discussion  at  the  time. 
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We  have  maturely  considered  the  question  of  the  issuance  of  let- 
ters of  marque.  In  your  dispatch  No.  5,  of  May  18,  is  the  following : 
"  In  case  you  find  that  those  Governments  are  earnestly  opposed  to 
your  issuing  the  commissions  within  their  limits,  and  that  your  in- 
fluence and  position  would  be  compromised  or  lessened  thereby,  you 
will  decline  to  receive  any  application  which  may  be  made  to  you 
for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  and  not  use  the  commissions  sent 
you  herewith." 

Under  these  instructions  we  do  not  conceive  we  have  any  discre- 
tion. We  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  to  issue  them  would  be  very 
offensive  to  the  British  Government,  and  would  not  only  compromise 
and  lessen  our  influence  and  position  but  would  subject  all  parties 
concerned  in  doing  so  to  criminal  prosecution. 

We  shall  therefore  decline  to  issue  any  such  commissions  here  until 
we  are  advised  of  a  change  in  the  disposition  of  this  Government. 

In  order  to  convey  to  the  Government  a  better  idea  of  public 
opinion  here,  as  far  as  public  journals  indicate  it,  we  forward  with 
this  dispatch  editorials  of  different  dates  by  leading  journalists. 

Not  a  Southern  newspaper  is  now  received  in  England.  We  sug- 
gest that  files  of  one  of  the  leading  papers  at  Eichmond,  Charleston, 
and  New  Orleans  be  kept  and  forwarded  to  the  commission  as  often 
as  opportunity  offers. 

The  British  and  French  Governments  are  kept  well  informed  of 
events  by  their  consuls  and  ministers,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  com- 
mission must  be  at  much  disadvantage  in  communicating  with  those 
Governments  if  in  ignorance  of  occurrences  at  home.  We  further 
suggest  that  the  commission  be  kept  fully  informed  of  every  fact 
connected  with  the  blockades;  of  the  ports  blockaded  and  the  force 
before  each ;  of  those  not  blockaded ;  of  violations  of  the  blockade ; 
of  captures  made  by  the  blockading  squadrons.  The  blockade  ques- 
tion we  consider  to  be  the  great  lever  which  will  eventually  decide 
the  relations  between  Europe  and  the  South. 

We  suggest  also  that  the  commission  be  kept  fully  informed  of 
military  events,  successful  or  otherwise,  that  will  affect  the  public 
mind  here.  The  Northern  journals,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  conceal 
as  far  as  possible  our  successes  and  their  defeats. 

In  dispatch  No.  5  we  are  instructed  as  follows:  "As  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  there  should  be  frequent  and  secure  com- 
munication between  your  commission  and  this  Department,  you  will 
take  measures  to  arrange  some  plan  by  which  you  may  regularly 
transmit  your  dispatches.  You  will  be  careful,  however,  not  to  send 
any  dispatches  through  the  mail,  by  the  regular  mail  steamers, 
destined  to  Northern  ports,  nor  under  cover  to  G.  B.  Lamar,  Esq., 
New  York,  it  being  now  altogether  unsafe  to  transmit  letters  by 
those  vessels  or  through  that  agency." 

The  commission  was  fully  aware  of  the  great  importance  of  secure 
communication  between  it  and  the  Department,  and  suggested  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  before  its  departure  from  Montgomery,  that  it 
should  have  the  power  to  employ  messengers.  But  this  was  perhaps 
properly  deemed  by  the  Secretary  too  expensive  a  mode  of  communi- 
cation, except  to  announce  the  fact  of  recognition  or  of  a  treaty 
made.  Not  a  dollar  has  been  furnished  to  the  commission  for  secret 
service  or  for  any  public  service,  and  no  plan  suggests  itself  to  the 
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commission  by  which  it  can  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Department 
in  this  particular  that  does  not  involve  the  outlay  of  money  which 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  commission  to  command.  If  we  might 
be  allowed,  however,  to  suggest  a  plan,  it  would  be  this,  viz,  that 
the  Government  employ  a  resident  agent  upon  its  frontier,  and  an- 
other at  some  proper  point  in  Canada,  and  that  every  week,  or  every 
fortnight,  or  as  often  as  occasion  requires,  a  messenger  should  carry 
dispatches  over  the  intermediate  country,  both  to  and  from  the  com- 
mission. This  will  be  attended  with  some  risk  and  expense,  but  it 
must  be  conceded  that  communication  across  a  hostile  country  can 
only  be  carried  on  by  incurring  both. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  Robert  Toombs,  etc. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  July  22, 1861. 

Sir:  You  have  been  appointed  by  the  President  special  agent  of 
the  Confederate  States  in  the  Spanish,  British,  and  Danish  Islands 
of  the  West  Indies,  and  you  will  find  herewith  your  commission,  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  and  a  special 
passport  for  yourself  and  family,  lou  will  proceed  to  your  desti- 
nation with  all  convenient  dispatch  and  use  the  means  at  your  dis- 
posal to  put  yourself  in  communication  with  the  supreme  authorities 
in  such  of  those  islands  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  or  expedient  to 
visit  in  discharge  of  your  official  duties.  You  will  state  to  the 
authorities  of  Cuba,  which  island  you  will  first  visit,  that  11  of  the 
States  formerly  composing  the  United  States  of  America  have  dis- 
solved their  connection  with  the  late  Federal  Union  and  have 
formed  for  themselves  a  separate  and  independent  Government  as 
the  only  means  of  preserving  unimpaired  their  rights  of  property 
and  of  securing  their  domestic  happiness  and  tranquillity;  that  they 
are  resolved  at  all  hazards  to  maintain  their  national  independence, 
and  that  they  possess  abundant  moral  and  physical  strength  for  that 
purpose.  You  will  inform  his  Excellency,  the  captain  general  of 
Cuba,  that  it  is  the  sincere  desire  of  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  Confederate  States  that  the  most  friendly  commercial  intercourse 
should  be  established  and  extended  with  the  inhabitants  of  that 
island. 

Besides  the  usual  beneficial  results  that  attend  the  cultivation  of 
friendly  relations  between  neighboring  countries,  there  are  special 
reasons  why  such  relations  should  be  established  between  that  island 
and  the  Confederate  States  on  the  firmest  and  most  enduring  basis. 

The  Confederate  States  embrace  an  immense  agricultural  region 
devoted  to  the  growth  of  cotton  and  to  almost  every  important 
cereal;  they  have  also  within  their  limits  extensive  forests,  which 
produce  lumber,  tar,  and  turpentine,  and  are  therefore  able  to  supply 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  on  advantageous  terms  with  numerous  com- 
modities that  enter  into  the  ordinary  daily  consumption  of  that 
island.    On  the  other  hand,  the  fruits,  sugar,  molasses,  and  tobacco, 
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together  with  other  articles,  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  that 
island,  will  find  a  sure  and  profitable  market  at  our  ports,  burdened 
with  no  heavy  taxation  for  revenue  or  other  purposes. 

With  such  facilities  for  commercial  intercourse  as  result  from  our 
moderate  tariff  system  and  our  close  proximity  to  each  other,  the 
trade  between  the  two  countries  may  be  almost  indefinitely  extended, 
with  constantly  increasing  advantages  to  both. 

If  you  should  discover  that  any  apprehension  exists  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Cuba  of  a  design  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to 
attempt  the  acquisition  of  that  island  in  any  manner,  whether  by 
purchase  or  otherwise,  you  will  leave  no  efforts  untried  to  remove 
such  erroneous  belief.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  that  Cuba  shall  continue  to  be  a  colonial  possession  of 
Spain.  It  is  true  that,  during  the  existence  of  the  late  Federal  Union, 
there  were  persons  in  the  Southern  States  who  favored  the  acquisi- 
tion of  that  island  as  a  means  of  rendering  their  political  power  more 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Northern  States.  But  it  is  not  less  true 
that,  since  our  separation,  the  desire  thus  entertained  has  given  place 
to  a  sincere  wish  that  politically  the  two  countries  may  exist  sepa- 
rately but  bound  together  in  the  firmest  manner  by  the  most  friendly 
and  unlimited  commercial  intercourse.  Of  such  a  wish,  on  the  part 
of  both  the  Government  and  people  of  the  Confederate  States,  meas- 
ures have  already  been  taken  to  advise  the  proper  authorities  of 
Spain. 

It  will  be  one  of  the  duties  of  your  mission  to  convey  to  this  de- 
partment timely  information  of  all  articles  for  sale  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba  which  you  may  deem  of  value  or  importance  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  this  juncture  of  its  affairs.  In  visiting  such  other  islands 
of  the  Spanish,  British,  and  Danish  West  Indies  as  you  may  deem 
expedient,  you  will  keep  steadily  in  view  the  chief  object  of  your  mis- 
sion, the  establishment  and  cultivation  of  friendly  commercial  rela- 
tion with  them,  and  you  will  use  such  arguments  and  make  such  rep- 
resentations as  in  your  judgment  will  be  best  calculated  to  promote 
that  end.  You  will  correspond  frequently  with  our  commissioners  in 
Europe,  if  opportunity  shall  permit,  communicating  to  them  all  the 
information  of  an  interesting,  reliable  nature  which  may  come  to 
your  knowledge  relative  to  our  public  affairs,  and  promptly  for- 
ward to  this  department  all  the  dispatches  received  from  them,  in 
both  cases  selecting  a  sure  and  safe  channel  of  communication. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

R  Toombs, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Charles  J.  Helm,  etc. 

No.  4.]  Mexico,  July  28,  1861. 

Str  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  succeeded  in 
establishing  friendly  and  confidential  relations  with  Mr.  de  Zama- 
cona,  the  new  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  but  for  the  unhappy 
condition  of  this  Government  (a  new  revolution  being  about  to 
burst  upon  it.  the  English  and  French  ministers  having  suspended 
diplomatic  relations,  etc.)  would  feel  confident,  by  this  time,  of 
having  accomplished  all  the  material  objects  of  my  mission.     In 
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my  next  I  will  give  you  a  detailed  account  of  all  that  has  transpired 
since  my  No.  3,  and  hope  to  report  further  progress.  An  express 
being  about  to  leave  for  Vera  Cruz  to  communicate  with  steamer  for 
Havana,  I  must  be  brief  on  this  occasion. 

I  send  these  dispatches  to  the  care  of  C.  C.  Markoe,  Esq.,  of  Vera 
Cruz,  in  the  hope  that  he  will  be  able  to  forward  them  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  insure  their  reaching  your  hands  with  speed  and  in  safety. 

Dispatches  under  cover  to  Mr.  Markoe  would  reach  me.  Once  at 
Havana  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  the  Royal  Mail 
Steam  Packet  Company  they  would  be  safe.  Or  any  British  consul 
in  the  Confederate  States  might  be  induced  to  forward  them  under 
cover  to  British  legation  or  consulate  at  this  capital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Pickett 

Hon.  Robert  Toombs, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 


No.  7.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  July  29, 1861. 

Gentlemen:  It  affords  me  extreme  pleasure  to  announce  to  you 
in  my  first  official  communication  the  glorious  victory  achieved  by 
our  Army  over  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  on  Sunday,  the  21st 
instant,  at  Manassas,  in  this  State.  The  United  States  forces,  com- 
puted at  60,000  men,  commenced  the  attack  along  our  entire  line 
about  6  o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  after  a  fierce  contest,  which 
lasted  10  hours,  the  enemy  was  completely  routed,  with  a  loss  of 
15,000  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  All  his  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, and  provisions  were  captured,  together  with  2,500  prisoners, 
several  regimental  standards,  and  a  flag  of  the  United  States. 

Our  Army  was  commanded  by  Generals  Beauregard  and  Johnston, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  action  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  was  present  in  person. 

The  main  attack  was  directed  against  the  left  of  our  Army,  which 
was  commanded  by  General  Joseph  Johnston,  and  consisted  of  about 
15,000  men,  of  all  arms.  The  force  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  is 
computed  to  have  been  fully  35,000,  among  whom  were  some  of 
the  picked  corps  of  the  Regular  Army  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
impossible,  in  the  absence  of  the  official  account  of  the  battle,  to 
give  you  an  accurate  and  detailed  description  of  it,  but  you  will 
perceive  from  the  dispatches  sent  to  the  War  Department  on  the 
night  of  the  battle,  from  the  account  published  by  the  newspaper 
press,  and  from  the  admissions  of  the  enemy's  papers,  copies  of  which 
we  here  enclose,  that  our  victory  was  complete,  and  that  the  enemy's 
defeat  was  most  disastrous.  This  great  military  success  has  been 
hailed  with  universal  joy  by  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States. 
It  has  inspired  the  bold  defenders  of  the  country's  freedom  and 
honor  with  renewed  courage  and  vigor;  it  has  removed  the  fears 
of  the  timid;  it  has  silenced  the  voice  of  the  feeble  minority  which 
existed  in  one  or  two  of  the  Confederate  States  that  still  clung  to 
the  Federal  Union  as  a  compact  which  it  was  desirable  to  maintain ; 
and  it  has  proved  beyond  a  doubt  to  all  that  the  Confederate  States 
can  and  will  maintain  their  independence  and  successfully  resist  the 
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efforts  of  the  United  States  Government  to  compel  them  by  force  to 
submit  again  to  a  political  union  with  the  North. 

For  -weeks  previous  to  the  battle  of  Manassas  the  Northern  press 
teemed  with  boastful  assurances  of  the  vast  superiority  of  the  Federal 
Army  over  that  of  the  Confederate  States. 

It  was  urged  that  the  military  authorities  should  attack  us  at  once 
and  "press  on  to  Richmond;"  that  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
had  but  to  come  and  see  and  conquer ;  and  that  our  Army  would  dis- 
appear before  it  from  fear  to  engage  an  adversary  so  superior  in 
number,  discipline,  and  equipment. 

The  result  has  proved  how  delusive  was  their  confidence  in  their 
superiority  and  in  our  weakness. 

The  Executive  Departments  with  their  archives,  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  Congress  approved  May  21,  having  been  removed  from 
Montgomery  to  this  city,  were  opened  here  for  the  transaction  of 
business  on  the  15th  of  June. 

It  affords  me  gratification  to  inform  you  that  since  the  date  of  the 
last  dispatch  sent  by  the  Department  both  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
have  been  duly  admitted  members  of  the  Confederacy,  and  its  laws 
extend  over  them  as  fully  and  completely  as  over  the  other  States 
composing  the  same.  The  ordinance  of  secession  adopted  by  the 
convention  of  Virginia  on  the  17th  of  April  last  was  submitted 
to  the  popular  vote  of  that  Commonwealth  on  the  30th  of  the  follow- 
ing month,  and  sustained  by  a  majority  of  more  than  00,000  (?)  In 
Tennessee  the  question  of  separation  and  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  pro- 
posed by  the  general  assembly  of  the  States  for  submission  to  the 
people,  was  on  the  8th  ultimo  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority 
of  over  60,000.  This  near  approach  to  unanimity  of  sentiment 
amongst  the  qualified  voters  of  these  two  States  has  fully  met  the 
expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  our  cause,  and  confirmed 
the  worst  fears  of  its  enemies. 

The  occupation  of  Missouri  and  Maryland  by  the  United  States 
troops,  and  the  forcible  disarming  of  their  citizens  by  the  direction 
of  the  authorities  at  Washington,  have  thus  far,  it  seems,  rendered 
impracticable  for  those  States  finally  to  sever  their  connection  with 
the  late  Federal  Union  or  maintain  their  sovereignty  inviolate.  The 
very  presence,  however,  of  those  troops,  and  the  many  acts  of  outrage 
perpetrated  by  them  upon  the  unarmed  people  of  those  States,  have 
aroused  a  spirit  of  indignation  and  resistance  against  their  oppres- 
sors, and  they  only  await  a  favorable  moment  to  rise  in  their 
strength  and  force  the  invaders  from  their  soil. 

As  one  of  the  many  acts  of  outrage  complained  of,  and  one  that 
will  appeal  most  forcibly  to  the  sympathy  and  understanding  of 
every  free  people,  I  would  here  refer  to  the  right  claimed  and  exer- 
cised by  the  President  of  the  United  States  not  only  to  suspend  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  himself,  at  his  discretion,  but  to  delegate  that 
arbitrary  power  to  a  military  officer  and  leave  to  the  latter  the  option 
of  obeying  judical  process  that  may  be  served  upon  him. 

The  eminent  and  venerable  Chief  Justice  Taney,  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  whose  purity  of  character  and  whose  great 
legal  ability  are  acknowledged  by  all,  has  in  a  recent  decision  [ex 
parte  of  Jno.  Merryman]  clearly  exposed  the  unconstitutionality  of 
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the  proceedings,  and  has  judicially  declared  that  obedience  to  the 
writ  would  in  that  instance  have  been  enforced,  if  it  were  not  certain 
that  the  posse  summoned  to  enforce  it  would  be  resisted  by  military 
force. 

Already  the  governor  of  Missouri  incited  by  repeated  acts  of 
wanton  aggression  upon  the  citizens  of  his  State,  has  issued  a  procla- 
mation inviting  50,000  of  her  citizens  to  arm  themselves  and  expel 
the  Federal  troops  from  her  boundaries ;  and  there  is  good  reason  to 
hope  that  this  object  will  be  speedily  attained. 

In  Maryland  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  recent  session  of  her 
legislature  instructing  the  Representatives  from  that  State  to  the 
United  States  Congress  that  assembled  at  Washington  on  the  4th 
instant  to  vote  for  the  prompt  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

Your  dispatch  of  May  21,  No.  1,  and  those  of  June  1  and  May  10, 
both  unnumbered,  have  been  received  and  communicated  to  the 
President.  I  see  no  reason  to  make  any  change  in  the  instructions 
which  you  have  already  received  from  this  Department.  The  pur- 
pose and  general  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States 
remain  unchanged.  I  have  not  dwelt  upon  the  questions  at  issue 
between  this  Government  and  that  of  the  United  States,  but  have 
simply  desired  to  furnish  you  with  such  facts  and  events  of  recent 
date  as  are  deemed  of  interest. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  Hon.  P.  A.  Rost,  Hon.  A.  D.  Mann, 

Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc. 


No.  4.]  London,  August  1,  1861. 

Sir:  The  means  of  sending  our  last  dispatch,  No.  3,  dated  15th 
July,  having  unexpectedly  failed,  and  an  opportunity  offering  at 
this  time  which  we  deem  to  be  reliable,  we  avail  ourselves  of  it  to 
add  that  since  that  date  nothing  has  occurred  here  or  in  France  to 
alter  the  views  therein  expressed.  We  are  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that  upon  the  question  of  neutrality  both  the  English  and  French 
Governments  are  firm  and  sincere  in  the  stand  they  have  taken,  and 
that  they  will  recognize  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  as  soon  as  the  inability  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  subdue  them  is  manifested  on  the  field. 

The  probabilities  of  a  reconstruction  of  the  Union  have  out- 
weighed, in  the  view  of  these  Governments,  the  wisdom,  energy,  and 
completeness  of  the  Government  which  the  Southern  States  have 
erected  in  lieu  of  the  late  Union. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  antislavery  sentiment  so  uni- 
versally prevalent  here  no  longer  interferes  with  a  proper  judgment 
of  this  contest,  and  that  now  its  diplomatic  solution  will  depend 
purely  upon  the  question  of  the  ability  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
maintain  the  Government  they  have  instituted. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  blockade  is  watched  closely  and 
with  an  increasing  interest  by  this  Government,  and  that  the  most 
rigid  interpretation  of  international  law  will  be  applied  to  its  con- 
sideration. 
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We  have  good  reason  to  think  that  in  the  French  Cabinet,  at  least, 
there  is  a  disposition  to  take  the  ground  that  when  a  nation  blockades 
its  own  ports,  that  nation  must  invest  such  ports  both  by  land  and 
sea  before  it  can  exclude  neutral  commerce  and  establish  an  effectual 
blockade. 

We  have  information  which  we  deem  reliable  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  sent  out  to  its  squadron  on  the  American  coast  a  number 
of  Confederate  State  flags. 

The  commission  has  felt  almost  daily  the  want  of  contingent 
funds  and  even  of  authority  to  employ  and  send  dispatches  by 
special  paid  agents. 

It  has  no  authoritative  information  of  affairs  in  the  Confederate 
States  since  your  dispatch  No.  6,  and  all  our  sources  of  information 
are  the  New  York  and  Baltimore  papers. 

The  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  United  States,  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  have  a  large  contingent  fund,  which  is  freely 
used  in  obtaining  information  of  the  movements  of  every  agent  or 
friend  of  the  Confederate  States;  and  this,  in  addition  to  their 
being  representatives  of  a  recognized  Government,  with  high  salaries 
and  distinguished  position,  places  the  agents  of  the  Confederate 
States  here  at  great  disadvantage. 

Great  as  those  disadvantages  and  embarrassments  are,  however, 
we  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  greatly  altered  and  more 
favorable  tone  of  public  sentiment,  both  here  and  in  France,  has 
been  in  some  measure  owing  to  our  exertions. 

So  satisfied  have  we  been  that  both  the  English  and  French  Gov- 
ernments entertain  decided  views  upon  the  question  of  recognition 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  only  to  be  affected  by  military 
events  in  Virginia,  that  we  have  felt  it  to  be  useless  and  unwise 
to  press  that  issue  further  than  we  have  already  done  until  some 
event  decidedly  favorable  to  the  Confederate  cause  shall  have  hap- 
pened. When  we  receive  properly  authenticated  information  of 
such  an  event  we  shall  press  for  a  decision  upon  that  question. 
In  the  meantime  we  shall  not  relax  our  exertions  to  keep  the  public 
mind  and  this  Government  properly  informed  as  to  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  issues  involved  in  this  great  contest,  and  of  the  advan- 
tages of  an  early  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Our  colleague,  Mr.  Rost,  is  yet  in  Paris. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  Robert  Toombs,  etc. 


Charleston,  S.  C, 

August  3,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  communicated  to  the 
consuls  of  England  and  France  the  result  of  my  visit,  at  which  they 
represent  their  great  gratification.  I  informed  them  that  while  the 
President  did  not  decline  to  receive  their  communication,  he  was 
disappointed  that  their  Governments  should  have  adopted  so  irreg- 
ular a  mode  of  communication,  especially  as  the  importance  of  the 


LIST  OF  PAPERS.  231 

subject  matter  was  the  strongest  proof  of  the  necessity  of  placing  the 
relations  of  the  Governments  upon  a  regular  and  recognized  policy, 
and  that  even  if  there  was  reason  under  present  circumstances  for 
such  informal  communication  he  was  disappointed  that  his  repre- 
sentatives, who  were  accredited  though  not  recognized  in  England 
and  France,  were  not  made  the  channel  of  such  communication. 
I  then  stated  the  nature  of  the  action  taken,  the  character  of  the 
resolutions,  etc.,  and  added  that,  while  willing  to  manifest  his  re- 
spect for  the  maritime  law  of  the  world,  the  President  did  not  feel 
that  England  and  France  were  acting  in  conformity  with  the  spirit" 
of  these  articles  while  they  excluded  our  prizes  from  their  ports,  for 
such  an  expulsion  was  impartial  only  in  appearance,  and  also  that 
he  hoped  that  the  same  anxiety  which  led  to  the  desire  on  their  part 
for  the  accession  of  the  Confederate  States  to  these  principles  would 
induce  them  to  watch  with  the  utmost  strictness  the  violation  of  the 
rule  in  relation  to  blockade  by  the  United  States.  In  reply  to  their 
inquiry  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
privateers,  I  said  I  had  no  authority  to  say  more  than  the  instruc- 
tions to  our  privateers  contained,  in  a  spirit  the  most  considerate  to 
neutrals,  and  that  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Confederate 
States  were  the  only  guarantees  and  the  best ;  that  the  Government 
would  do  its  duty  in  reference  to  them,  and  I  furnished  them  copies 
'of  the  instructions. 

The  English  consul  showed  me  this  morning  the  copy  of  the  dis- 
patch which  would  be  sent  separately  but  identically  to  their  Gov- 
ernments, in  which  the  points  stated  above  aTe  already  explained. 
The  language  as  to  the  blockade  was  even  stronger  than  I  had  sug- 
gested, stating  that  the  President  confidently  expected  that  the 
principle  accepted  would  be  vigorously  applied  to  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Bunch  also  expressed  the  hope  of  the  Confederate  Government 
that  the  policy  of  excluding  our  prizes  would  be  reconsidered. 
After  the  conversation  was  over  I  asked  the  French  consul  if  he 
felt  authorized  to  tell  me  whether  or  not  Mr.  St.  Andre,  his  suc- 
cessor, was  instructed  to  apply  for  his  exequatur  at  Washington. 
Mr.  St.  Andre,  who  was  present,  said  I  was  at  liberty  to  inform  you 
unofficially  that  he  had  not  done  so,  and  had  purposely  avoided 
going  to  Washington  on  his  way  south,  so  as  not  to  have  the  ques- 
tion made  there ;  that  he  had  come  here  directly,  and  would  wait  here, 
he  supposed,  until  it  was  time  to  ask  the  exequatur  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. This  is  very  nearly  his  answer  in  words,  and  I  think  it 
quite  as  precise  as  I  had  a  right  to  expect.  I  have  no  idea  of  his 
applying  elsewhere  for  his  exequatur.  Mr.  Bunch  informed  me  that 
he  had  forwarded  the  most  minute  information  to  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell (sending  duplicates  to  Admiral  Milne)  of  the  condition  of  the 
blockade  in  North  and  South  Carolina  ports,  showing  that  it  was 
utterly  and  ludicrously  ineffectual,  that,  for  example,  95  ships  had 
entered  the  North  Carolina  ports  since  the  declaration. 

He  also  said  that  if  you  saw  fit  to  require  your  collector  to  furnish 
you  with  a  history  of  the  blockade  at  each  port  he  could  forward 
such  a  summary  privately  to  Lord  John  Russell.  Such  a  history 
you  might  embody  in  a  dispatch  to  our  commissioners  and  send  him 
a  copy,  which  would  be  transmitted. 
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The  dispatches  from  the  consuls  will  he  sent  as  soon  as  they  ob- 
tain copies  of  the  resolutions. 

Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

William  Henry  Trescot. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  etc. 

Burch  showed  me  a  letter  from  Russell,  the  correspondent  of  the 
Times,  written  just  after  the  Battle  of  Manassas,  at  which  he  was 
present.  He  says :  "  It  was  the  most  dastardly,  cowardly,  and  ruf- 
fianly rout  I  ever  witnessed." 


London,  40  Albemarle  Street,  August  5,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Dispatches  from  the  commission  went  off  to  you 
yesterday.  They  may  be  a  long  time,  however,  in  reaching  their 
destination.  I  avail  myself  again  of  writing  to  you  (through  the 
safe  channel,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be)  through  which  my  last  was  con- 
veyed to  you,  dated  27th  ultimo. 

The  Scott-Seward-Lincolri  concern  expect  to  raise  $100,000,000  in 
this  money  market.  I  regard  it  as  a  paramount  object  that  the  loan 
shall  be  defeated;  and  to  this  end  I  have  been  incessantly  engaged 
during  this  week.  Belmont  arrived  just  after  I  closed  my  letter  to 
you,  and  Sherman  is  expected  by  the  Boston  steamer,  which  is  due 
to-day.  They  are  supposed  to  be  intrusted  with  the  negotiation.  I 
believe  they  will  fail  in  their  mission.  The  newspaper  press  is  ar- 
raying itself  against  the  lending  of  a  dollar  to  the  North  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  The  financial  editor  of  the  Times  expresses 
himself  with  great  force  upon  the  subject;  and  in  such  matters  he  is 
the  very  highest  authority.  I  enclose  you  Mr.  Gregory's  question  to 
Lord  Palmerston. 

If  the  Washington  usurpers  find  that  they  can  not  borrow  money  in 
Europe  they  will  necessarily  have  to  contract  their  operations  in  the 
field.  It  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  them  to  realize  large 
amounts  at  home.  Their  plan  is  to  secure  $100,000,000  here,  a  sum 
ample,  as  they  believe,  to  bring  the  South  to  terms.  If  we  thwart 
this  plan  I  shall  consider  that  we  have  rendered  a  valuable  service 
to  our  country. 

Our  Government,  I  am  almost  certain,  is  embarrassed  for  the  want 
of  means,  but  it  must  struggle  along  for  90  days  as  it  best  can. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  or  before,  England  find  France  will 
contrive  to  obtain  our  cotton,  and  other  products.  The  question  of 
supply  becomes  more  important  every  day.  The  stock  is  rapidly 
diminishing.  The  export  demand  for  the  Continent  steadily  in- 
creases.    The  situation  is  beginning  to  be  alarmingly  grave. 

Parliament  is  as  good  as  adjourned.  It  will  hold  its  last  session 
on  Monday. 

I  am  looking  every  minute  for  telegraphic  dates  from  New  York 
to  the  25th  ultimo.  A  battle  seemed  inevitable  somewhere  about  the 
Manassas  Junction,  on  the  21st,  according  to  our  accounts,  which 
are  invariably  one-sided. 

Can  you  not  manage  to  send  a  dispatch  to  New  York  and  Boston 
once  a  week,  for  transmission  to  us?  Reuter  has  entire  control  of 
the  telegraph  in  this  metropolis,  for  the  newspapers  of  all  Europe. 


LIST  OF  PAPERS.  233 

I  have  had  two  interviews  with  him  during  the  last  week.  He  is  not 
only  willing  but  anxious  to  furnish  his  correspondents,  everywhere 
with  the  latest  reliable  intelligence  from  both  sides,  South  as  well 
as  North.  The  modus  operandi  would  be  this:  That  you  should 
employ  a  strictly  trustworthy  individual  to  prepare  a  short  state- 
ment of  the  most  important  occurrences,  and  transmit  it  per  Cunard 
steamer  to  us,  under  cover  to  "M'lver,  agent  Cunard  Packets, 
Queenstown,  Ireland."  Reuter  will  give  him  directions  to  telegraph 
the  contents  to  us  the  moment  the  steamer  touches  at  that  place.  If 
it  were  deemed  important  to  communicate  twice  a  week,  then  a  dis- 
patch might  be  sent  to  "  Joseph  Sharpe,  Southampton,  England." 

The  steamers  which  touch  at  that  place  carry  the  United  States 
mails  and  leave  New  York  every  Saturday. 

I  make  these  suggestions  for  your  consideration.  We  suffer  in 
Europe  from  the  false  statements  which  are  furnished  in  the  North 
for  dissemination  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  injury  which  we 
sustain  can  be  effectively  counteracted  in  the  manner  which  I  have 
indicated.  Both  M'lver  and  Sharpe  are  the  paid  confidential  agents 
of  Reuter. 

A  gentleman  arrived  here  yesterday  who  left  New  Orleans  on  the 
8th.  He  brings" joyous  intelligence  of  the  exalted  state  of  patriotism 
in  the  Confederate  States,  and  of  the  general  condition  of  affairs 
within  their  embrace.  With  such  a  cause,  and  such  a  fiendish  enemy 
to  battle  with,  the  word  "  impossible  "  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  our 
public  vocabulary. 

Ever  your  friend, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  Robert  Toombs. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Saturday,  August  3 — 7  p.m. 

I  have  kept  this  open  to  the  very  last  moment  for  the  closing  of  the 
post. 

The  New  York  Herald  of  the  20th  contained  numerous  extracts 
from  the  New  Orleans  True  Delta  which  are  of  a  most  hurtful  char- 
acter to  our  cause.  They  abound  with  moral  treason  sentiments, 
affording  "  aid  and  comfort "  to  our  enemy.  Is  there  no  way  to 
silence,  at  so  eventful  a  period,  such  mendacious  and  malignant 
journals?  They  do  more  harm  to  our  cause,  and  that  when  our 
country  is  bleeding  at  every  pore  in  its  defense! — particularly  in 
Europe — than  could  a  thousand  Northern  newspapers.  Some  of  tine 
articles  which  I  enclose  cut  like  a  two-edged  sword,  but  still  they 
will  all  operate  largely  in  our  interest. 

I  have  to  close  without  any  tidings  later  than  those  mentioned. 

Mr.  Yancey  is  here ;  Mr.  Rost  in  Paris. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  Justice, 
Richmond,  August  3, 1861. 
Sir  :  In  reference  to  the  subject  matter  of  your  letter  of  this  morn- 
ing, I  beg  to  say  that  I  would  cheerfully  give  any  aid  in  my  power 
to  the  counsel  charged  with  the  defense  of  the  captain  and  crew  of 
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the  Savannah,  but  I  am  totally  at  a  loss  to  see  what  can  be  done  here. 
The  counsel  desires  parol  proof  of  the  action  of  this  Government. 
We  can  send  no  witnesses  to  New  York;  we  can  furnish  no  such 
proof  in  time  of  war. 

The  question  appears  to  me  to  be  much  more  of  a  political  than 
of  a  legal  character.  If  the  United  States  refuse  to  consider  this 
Government  as  even  belligerent,  I  do  not  see  what  effect  the  offer 
of  parol  proof  could  have.  If  we  be  recognized  as  belligerents,  the 
action  of  the  public  authorities  of  a  belligerent  nation  can  in  no 
manner  be  authenticated  so  conclusively  as  by  its  seal.  If  the  signa- 
tures of  our  public  men  are  to  be  proved,  hundreds  of  persons  in 
New  York  can  prove  them. 

However  all  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  we  have  no  means  that 
I  am  aware  of  by  which  we  can  furnish  parol  proof  as  desired  by 
Mr.  Sullivan  in  his  letter,  which  I  return. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Hon.  Wm.  M.  Bkowne, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  August  5, 1861. 
Sir:  I  received  a  letter  a  few  days  since  from  my  friend  Mr. 
Charles  Greene,  of  Savannah,  in  which  he  mentioned  your  generous 
exertions  to  serve  the  Confederate  States  and  to  aid  in  procuring  for 
them  such  articles  as  they  may  need.  Allow  me  to  introduce  to  you 
Mr.  W.  W.  Gwathmey,  of  this  city,  a  confidential  agent  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  beg  you  to  give  him  all  the  facilities  and  advice 
within  your  power  for  the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  mission 
with  which  he  is  charged. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  M.  Browne, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
P.  H.  Oliver,  Esq., 

Of  Savannah,  at  Messrs.  Sparke  cfi  Gallaghers, 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  August  5, 1861. 
Sir:  You  are  instructed  to  proceed  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  all 
convenient  dispatch,  and  there  put  yourself  in  communication  with 
Mr.  P.  H.  Oliver,  of  Savannah,  whom  you  will  find  at  the  office  of 
Messrs.  Sparke  &  Gallagher  (wholesale  grocers).  Mr.  Oliver  will 
inform  you  of  the  agencies  with  which  he  is  acquainted  through 
which  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  articles  required  by  this  Govern- 
ment may  be  purchased  and  delivered  at  points  within  the  Confed- 
erate States,  and  you  will  use  the  utmost  caution  and  discretion  in 
the  selection  of  the  means  by  which  such  purchases  and  delivery  may 
be  effected.  You  will  find  herewith  bills  of  exchange  on  England 
for  $10,000,  which  you  will  negotiate  as  occasion  may  require 
through  some  reliable  and  friendly  banking  or  mercantile  house 
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to  be  selected  by  yourself.  You  will  pay  for  the  articles  when 
delivered  to  you  at  some  point  which  you  may  designate  within  the 
Confederate  States,  and  you  will  immediately  forward  them  to  this 
city  as  soon  as  delivered,  and  will  see  that  they  are  carefully  packed 
in  boxes,  legibly  addressed.  Below  you  will  find  a  list  of  the  arms 
which  we  want  and  the  prices  which  were  ordinarily  paid  before  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  The  number  specified  is  the  maximum 
of  each  kind  to  be  purchased.  Colt's  pistols  (new  model,  Army  size 
preferred),  number,  10,000;  price,  $22.50  per  pistol;  musket 
smoothbore,  model  '42,  number,  10,000:  price,  $13.  Rifle  muskets, 
model  1855,  number,  10.000;  price,  $16.  Harper's  Ferry  rifle,  with 
sword  bayonet,  number,  10,000;  price,  $19.  Merrill's  carbine,  num- 
ber, 5,000;  price,  $35.  Maynard's  rifle,  number,  5,000;  price,  $30; 
muskets,  old  model,  altered  to  percussion,  number,  10,000;  price,  $8. 
Double-barreled  shotguns,  number,  5,000 ;  price,  $20.  You  must  buy 
as  near  to  these  prices  as  possible,  but  if  necessary  you  are  authorized 
to  give  an  advance  of  100  per  cent  on  them. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 

W.  W.  (irWATHMEY,  etc. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  August  7,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  under  a  resolution  of 
Congress  authorizing  the  President  to  send  a  commissioner  to  the 
Indian  tribes  west  of  Arkansas  and  south  of  Kansas,  Mr.  Albert 
Pike,  of  Arkansas,  was  appointed  such  commissioner  under  an  auto- 
graph letter  of  the  President,  giving  him  very  large  discretion  as 
to  the  expenses  of  his  mission.  Subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  above  named,  Congress  passed  a  law  placing  the  Indian 
affairs  under  the  control  of  your  Department  and  consequently  mak- 
ing the  expenses  of  Mr.  Pike  and  all  other  Indian  agents  properly 
payable  out  of  the  appropriation  at  your  disposal  for  the  service  of 
the  Indian  Bureau. 
I  am.  sir,  etc., 

R.  Toombs, 
Late  Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  etc. 


No.  5.]  London,  August  7,  1861. 

SrR :  On  the  1st  instant  we  sent  by  the  yacht  Camilla  dispatches 
numbered  3  and  4.  We  understood  that  the  Camilla  was  to  sail  on 
some  day  last  week,  but  find  that  she  is  yet  on  the  coast,  expecting  to 
sail  some  day  during  this  week. 

Having  another  and,  as  we  deem,  equally  favorable  opportunity 
of  sending  dispatches  to  the  Department  of  State,  and  acting  upon 
the  hypothesis  that  one  of  these  may  prove  failures,  we  send  by  the 
latter  duplicates  of  dispatches  2,  3,  and  4. 

Since  they  were  written  we  have  received  through  the  New  York 
journals  and  the  correspondence  of  the  London  Times  intelligence 
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of  the  military  events  of  the  19th  and  21st  of  July  at  Bull  Run. 
The  sensation  produced  by  those  great  events  both  here  and  in  Paris 
was  profound,  and  has  tended  to  produce  conviction  that  the  Con- 
federate States  can  not  be  brought  back  into  the  Union  by  arms. 

The  Parliament  was  prorogued  on  yesterday,  and  the  speech  of 
the  Queen  on  that  occasion  in  reference  to  American  affairs  was  as 
follows : 

The  dissensions  which  arose  some  months  ago  in  the  United  States  of  North 
America  have  unfortunately  assumed  the  character  of  open  war.  Her  Majesty, 
deeply  regretting  this  calamitous  result,  has  determined,  in  common  with  the 
other  powers  of  Europe,  to  preserve  a  strict  neutrality  between  the  contending 
parties. 

Thinking  that  this  great  victory,  the  result  of  the  first  real  struggle 
between  the  two  contending  nations,  justified  the  commission  in  seek- 
ing another  informal  interview  with  the  secretary  of  state  for  for- 
eign affairs,  a  telegram  was  at  once  sent  to  Mr.  Rost,  then  at  Paris, 
to  join  his  colleagues  at  this  place,  and  he  has  done  so. 

The  commission  has  addressed  a  note  to  the  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs  requesting  the  interview,  but  Earl  Russell  was  at  one 
of  his  residences  in  the  country  and  we  have  not  yet  received  a  reply. 

The  commission,  upon  consultation,  has  determined  to  conduct  the 
interview  upon  the  basis  that  the  Confederate  States  of  America  are 
in  such  condition  as  entitles  them  to  a  recognition  of  their  nation- 
ality. It  has  been  deemed  prudent  to  ask  only  for  an  informal 
interview,  and  the  commission  will  afterwards  determine  upon  the 
question  of  the  policy  of  asking  for  a  public  and  official  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  character  as  commissioners  from  the  Confederate  States 
of  America. 

As  the  contest  grows  warmer  the  friends  of  the  United  States 
become  more  excited.  As  an  evidence  we  enclose  a  report  of  Mr. 
Bright's  speech  and  an  editorial  of  the  London  Advertiser. 

We  also  enclose  other  editorials  and  newspaper  slips. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  we  entertain  no  hope  that  the  British 
cabinet  is  prepared  at  this  time  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America.  We  think  that  the  Queen's 
speech  exhibits  truthfully  the  tone  of  the  cabinet  and  British  public 
and  that  this  also  represents  the  position  of  the  French  Government. 
Our  views  as  to  the  course  of  England  and  France  upon  the  blockade, 
as  already  expressed  in  previous  dispatches,  are  strengthened,  but 
we  are  at  present  inclined  to  believe  that  the  tendency  of  the  British 
Government,  at  this  time,  is  to  restrict  its  interference  between  the 
Confederate  States  and  the  United  States,  to  the  blockade  question, 
as  one  involving  its  own  commercial  interest,  and  to  leave  the  question 
of  recognition  entirely  in  abeyance,  until  it  has  been  practically 
settled  between  the  two  belligerent  powers,  by  such  an  overwhelming 
military  success  upon  one  side  or  other,  as  to  render  it  a  matter  of 
no  doubt  in  European  eyes  which  will  eventually  triumph.  We  are 
inclined  to  think  that  if  Great  Britain  determines  to  declare  the 
blockade  ineffectual  it  will  become  still  more  decidedly  neutral,  in 
order  to  furnish  no  further  cause  of  offence  to  the  United  States  and 
will,  of  course,  entertain  for  a  time  no  idea  of  acknowledging  the 
independence  and  nationality  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  commission  has  not  received  from  the  Department  of  State  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  any  of  the  dispatches  which  it  has 
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sent.  It  has  no  regular  mode  of  communicating  with  the  Depart- 
ment and  rehes  entirely  upon  private  opportunities  which  may  offer. 
It  has  no  funds  with  which  to  organize  a  means  of  forwarding  its 
dispatches. 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  commission  as  to  an  im- 
portant point  of  policy  upon  which  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  views 
of  the  President.  It  is  this:  If  it  should  appear  to  the  commissioners 
that  the  British  Government  is  not  prepared  to  receive  them  officially 
and  to  recognize  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  shall  the  commissioners  refrain  from  urging  a  decision  and 
remain  here  until  a  change  of  opinion  is  effected,  or  shall  it  respect- 
fully demand  and  receive  a  reply,  and,  in  the  event  of  rejection,  pro- 
ceed to  other  Governments  and  make  the  same  demand  or  ask  for  a 
recall  ?  It  is  perhaps  proper  also  to  state  that  the  commission  has 
not  received  the  least  notice  or  attention,  official  or  social,  from  any 
member  of  the  Government  since  its  arrival  in  England.  This  is 
mentioned  in  no  spirit  of  complaint,  but  as  a  fact  which  the  President 
may  or  may  not  deem  of  any  consideration  in  weighing  the  conduct 
of  this  Government  toward  the  Confederate  States. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  commission  on  its  departure  upon  its 
mission  seem  to  have  been  based  upon  the  sole  hypothesis  that  there 
would  be  no  war  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the  United 
States.  As  it  is  evident  that  a  commission  of  three  persons  can  only 
act  effectively  when  entirely  agreed  in  purpose,  it  is  suggested  that 
full  instructions  from  the  President,  under  the  altered  condition  of 
affairs,  will  be  valuable  in  producing  concord  of  views,  as  each  mem- 
ber of  the  commission  has  but  one  aim  at  heart,  and  that  is  to  carry 
out  the  views  of  the  Government  and  to  accomplish  as  much  good  as 
possible  for  their  country. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  however,  that  thus  far  in  all  that 
has  been  done  here  there  has  been  cordial  concurence  both  of  opinion 
and  action  among  the  members  of  the  commission,  and  the  suggestions 
now  made  for  instructions  for  our  future  guidance  are  prompted 
by  a  desire  to  remove  out  of  our  path  any  the  least  obstacle  which 
might  exist  to  future  harmonious  action. 

In  a  former  dispatch  it  was  stated  that  Parliament  would  stand 
prorogued  until  the  month  of  February  next.  We  have  to  correct 
that  error.  The  lord  chancellor  yesterday  declared  it  as  prorogued 
to  the  22d  of  October. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  Earl  Russell  has  answered  our  request 
for  an  interview  in  a  note  desiring  us  to  "  put  in  writing  any  commu- 
nication they  " — the  members  of  the  commission — "  wished  to  make  to 
him." 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  our  written  request  was  not  made  in  our 
official  character,  and  that  this  reply  is  from  "  Earl  Russell,"  simply. 

We  have  to-day  written  a  note  in  reply  informing  his  lordship 
that  we  would  make  a  written  communication  at  an  early  day,  as  this 
more  formal  mode  has  been  designated,  and  we  shall  make  it  as  com- 
missioners of  the  Confederate  States. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
P.  A.  Rosr. 

Hon.  Robekt  Toombs,  etc.  A.  Dudley  Mann. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Earl  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  W.  L.  Yancey  and 
Mr.  A.  Dudley  Mann,  and  would  be  obliged  to  them  if  they  would 
put  in  writing  any  communications  they  wish  to  make  to  him. 

W.  L.  Yancey,  and 
A.  Dudley  Mann,  Esqrs., 

15  Half  Moon  Street. 
Pembroke  Lodge,  August  7,  1861. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  August  8, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  to  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  in  relation  to  a  Spanish  gentleman  who 
was  a  passenger  on  board  the  brig  B.  T.  Martin  en  route  to  Cardenas, 
has  been  referred  to  this  Department.  I  regret  to  inform  you,  in 
reply,  that  while  this  Government  would  afford  the  fullest  protection 
to  any  subject  of  the  Spanish  Crown  within  its  jurisdiction,  it  is 
unable  to  aid  your  friend  in  obtaining  permission  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
D.  Robertson,  Esq., 

Consul  of  Spain,  Norfolk. 


[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  August  10, 1861. 
Your  vessel  can  obtain  commission  from  Confederate  commission- 
ers in  London. 

W.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretarr/  of  State. 
R.  T.  Walker, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 


N»-  6.]  London,  August  14,  1861. 

Sir:  As  instructed  by  the  commissioners,  I  transmit  herewith  a 
copy  of  the  note  to-day  addressed  by  them  to  Earl  Russell,  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walker  Fearn. 
Hon.  Robert  Toombs. 


[Enclosure.] 


15  Half  Moon  Street, 
London,  August  H,  1861. 
The  undersigned,  as  your  Lordship  has  already  on  two  occasions 
been  verbally  and  unofficially  informed,  were  appointed  on  the  16th 
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of  March  last  a  commission  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government, 
by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

The  undersigned  were  instructed  to  represent  to  your  Lordship 
that  seven  of  the  sovereign  States  of  the  late  American  Union,  for 
just  and  sufficient  reasons,  and  in  full  accordance  with  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  self-government,  had  thrown  off  the  authority  of  that  Union 
and  formed  a  confederacy  which  they  had  styled  the  "  Confederate 
States  of  America."  They  were  further  instructed  to  ask  her  Majes- 
ty's Government  to  recognize  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  new 
power  in  the  world,  and  also  to  inform  it  that  they  were  fully  im- 
powered  to  negotiate  with  it,  a  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and 
navigation. 

At  an  early  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  undersigned  in  London,  at 
an  informal  interview  which  your  Lordship  was  pleased  to  accord 
them,  they  informed  your  Lordship  of  the  object  of  their  mission, 
and  endeavored  to  impress  upon  your  Lordship  that  the  action  ol 
the  seven  Confederate  States  had  been  based  upon  repeated  attempts 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  of  many  of  the  more 
Northern  States  which  composed  the  late  Union,  during  a  series  of 
years  which  extended  over  near  half  a  century,  to  rule  the  people  of 
the  southern  section  of  that  Union,  by  means  of  the  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  power ;  and  that  secession  from  that  Union  had  been  re- 
sorted to,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  seceding  States,  the 
best  and  surest  mode  of  saving  the  liberties  which  their  Federal  and 
State  constitutions  were  designed  to  secure  to  them.  They  also  en- 
deavored to  place  before  your  Lordship  satisfactory  evidence  that 
the  justice  of  this  great  movement,  upon  the  part  of  the  cotton  States, 
was  so  palpable,  that  it  would  be  endorsed  by  many,  if  not  by  all, 
of  the  Southern  States,  which  were  then  adhering  to  the  Union, 
which  would  sooner  or  later  become  convinced  that  the  security  of 
their  rights  could  only  be  maintained  by  pursuing  the  like  process  of 
secession  from  the  late  Federal  Union,  and  accession  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  They 
were  especially  desirous  of  convincing  your  Lordship,  and  laid  be- 
fore your  Lordship  reasons  for  their  belief,  that  the  people  of  the 
seceding  States  had  violated  no  principle  of  allegiance  in  their  act  of 
secession,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  true  to  that  high  duty  which 
all  citizens  owe  to  that  sovereignty  which  is  the  supreme  fount  of 
power  in  a  State,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  particular  form  of  gov- 
ernment under  which  they  live.  They  were  careful  to  show  to  your 
Lordship,  however,  that  the  idea  of  American  sovereignty  was  differ- 
ent from  that  entertained  in  Great  Britain  and  Europe ;  that  whereas 
in  the  great  Eastern  Hemisphere  generally,  sovereignty  was  deemed 
to  exist  in  the  Government,  the  founders  of  the  North  American 
States  had  solemnly  declared,  and  upon  that  declaration  had  built 
up  American  institutions  that  "  governments  were  instituted  among 
men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed; 
that  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these 
ends  [security  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness]  it  is 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it  and  to  institute  a  new 
government,  etc."  The  undersigned  assume  it  to  be  incontrovertible, 
in  order  to  give  practical  vitality  to  this  declaration,  that  the  people 
who  were  declared  to  possess  this  right  "  to  alter  or  to  abolish  "  such 
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oppressive  government,  must  be  the  people  whose  rights  such  govern- 
ment either  assailed,  or  no  longer  protected.  Whether  that  govern- 
ment should  be  administered  by  one  tyrant,  or  the  more  heartless  and 
equally  effectual  despotism  of  a  sectional  and  tyrannical  majority, 
could  make  no  difference  in  the  application  of  the  principle.  When 
the  people  who  thus  act  in  "  abolishing  "  their  form  of  government, 
are  not  mere  self -constituted  assemblages  of  disaffected  individuals 
but  the  sovereign  people  of  great  States,  each  possessing  separate 
constitutions  and  legislative  and  executive  powers,  acting  in  modes 
prescribed  by  those  constitutions,  and  taking  votes  under  form  and 
by  virtue  of  law,  the  minority  yielding  cheerfully  to  the  decision  of 
the  majority  as  to  the  question  of  redress,  it  became  clear  that  what- 
ever might  be  European  views  as  to  such  action,  if  developed  in 
Europe,  the  seceding  States  were  amply  justified  by  the  great  Ameri- 
can principles  of  self-government  proclaimed  by  their  ancestors 
in  1776.  They  submitted  that  so  far  from  the  principle  of  Ameri- 
can allegiance  having  been  violated  by  the  people  of  the  seceding 
States  in  those  States  alone  is  that  principle  upheld  whereby  the 
actions  of  men  claiming  to  be  the  representatives  of  the  men  of  1776, 
are  to  be  guided  and  justified,  and  that  the  people  and  government 
of  the  States  upholding  Mr.  Lincoln,  in  his  war  upon  the  Confederate 
States  are  alone  the  traitors  to  that  great  political  truth,  and  as  such, 
must  be  judged  by  an  impartial  world.  In  connection  with  this 
view  the  undersigned  explained  to  your  Lordship,  the  unity,  the 
deliberation,  the  moderation  and  regard  for  personal  and  public 
right,  the  absence  of  undue  popular  commotion  during  the  process  of 
secession,  the  daily  and  ordinary  administration  of  the  laws  in  every 
department  of  justice,  all  of  which  were  distinguishing  features  of 
this  great  movement.  They  expatiated  upon  the  great  extent  of 
fertile  country  over  which  the  Confederate  States  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion, producing  in  ample  quantity  every  variety  of  cereal  necessary  to 
the  support  of  their  inhabitants ;  to  the  value  of  the  products  of  cot- 
ton and  tobacco  grown  by  them ;  to  the  number  and  character  of  their 
people;  and  they  submitted  to  your  Lordship  that  all  of  these  po- 
litical and  material  facts  demonstrated  to  the  nations  of  the  world 
that  the  action  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  was  not  that  of 
rebels  subject  to  be  dealt  with  as  traitors  and  pirates  by  their  enemy, 
but  the  dignified  and  solemn  conduct  of  a  belligerent  power,  strug- 
gling with  wisdom  and  energy  to  assume  a  place  among  the  great 
States  of  the  civilized  world,  upon  a  broad  and  just  principle  which 
commended  itself  to  that  world's  respect. 

The  undersigned  have  witnessed  with  pleasure  that  the  views 
which  in  their  first  interview  they  pressed  upon  your  Lordship  as  to 
the  undoubted  right  of  the  Confederate  States  under  the  law  of 
nations  to  be  treated  as  a  belligerent  power,  and  the  monstrous  asser- 
tion of  the  Government  of  Washington  of  its  right  to  treat  its  citi- 
zens found  in  arms  upon  land  or  sea  as  rebels  and  pirates,  have  met 
with  the  concurrence  of  her  Britannic  Majestv's  Government;  and 
that  the  moral  weight  of  this  great  and  Christian  people  have  been 
thus  thrown  into  the  scale  to  prevent  the  barbarous  and  inhuman 
spectacle  of  war  between  citizens  so  lately  claiming  a  common 
country  conducted  upon  principles  which  would  have  been  a  dis- 
grace to  the  age  in  which  we  live. 
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The  undersigned,  however,  received  with  some  surprise  and  re- 
gret the  avowal  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  that  in 
order  to  the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality  the  public  and  private 
armed  vessels  of  neither  of  the  contending  parties  would  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  her  Majesty's  ports  with  prizes.  The  undersigned 
do  not  contest  the  right  of  the  British  Government  to  make  such 
regulations,  but  have  been  disposed  to  think  that  it  has  been  unusual 
for  her  Majesty's  Government  to  exercise  such  right,  and  that  in 
this  instance  the  practical  operation  of  the  rule  has  been  to  favor 
the  Government  at  Washington  and  to  cripple  the  exercise  of  an 
undoubted  public  right  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 
This  Government  commenced  its  career  entirely  without  a  navy. 
Owing  to  the  high  sense  of  duty  which  distinguished  the  Southern 
officers,  who  were  lately  in  commission  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
the  ahips  which  otherwise  might  have  been  brought  into  Southern 
ports  were  honorably  delivered^ up  to  the  United  States  Government, 
and  the  Navy  built  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  all  the  States 
is  now  used  by  the  Government  at  Washington  to  coerce  the  people 
and  blockade  the  ports  of  one-third  of  the  States  of  the  late  Union. 
The  people  of  the  Confederate  States  are  an  agricultural  and  not  a 
manufacturing  or  commercial  people.  They  own  but  few  ships. 
Hence  there  has  not  been  the  least  necessity  for  the  Government  at 
Washington  to  issue  letters  of  marque.  The  people  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  have  but  few  ships  and  not  much  commerce  upon  which 
such  private  armed  vessels  could  operate.  The  commodities  pro- 
duced in  the  Confederate  States  are  such  as  the  world  needs  more 
than  any  other,  and  the  nations  of  the  earth  have  heretofore  sent 
their  ships  to  our  wharves,  and  there  the  merchants  buy  and  receive 
our  cotton  and  tobacco.  But  it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  jieople  of 
the  present  United  States.  They  are  a  manufacturing  artd  commer- 
cial people.  They  do  a  large  part  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world. 
Their  ships  and  commerce  afford  them  the  sinews  of  war  and  keep 
their  industry  afloat.  To  cripple  their  industry  and  commerce,  to 
destroy  their  ships  or  cause  them  to  be  dismantled  and  tied  up  to 
their  rotting  wharves,  are  legitimate  objects  and  means  of  warfare. 
Having  no  navy,  no  commercial  marine  out  of  which  to  improvise 
public  armed  vessel  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  Confederate 
States  were  compelled  to  resort  to  the  issuance  of  letters  of  marque, 
a  mode  of  warfare  as  fully  and  as  clearly  recognized  by  the  law  and 
usage  of  nations  as  any  other  arm  of  war,  and  most  assuredly  more 
humane  and  more  civilized  in  its  practice  than  that  which  appears 
to  have  distinguished  the  march  of  the  troops  of  the  Government  ot 
the  United  States  upon  the  soil  and  among  the  villages  of  Virginia. 
These  facts  tend  to  show  that  the  practical  working  of  the  rule  that 
forbids  the  entry  of  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  either 
party  into  British  ports  with  prizes  operates  exclusively  to  prevent 
the  exercise  of  this  legitimate  mode  of  warfare  by  the  Confederate 
States,  while  it  is  to  a  great  degree  a  practical  protection  to  the  com- 
merce and  ships  of  the  United  States. 

Tn  the  interview  already  alluded  to,  as  well  as  in  one  of  a  similar 
character  held  between  your  Lordship  and  the  undersigned  at  a  later 
date,  the  undersigned  was  fully  aware  of  the  relations  of  amity  ex- 
isting between  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  and  that  of 
1 76429°— 22— vol  3 16 
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Washington  and  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  into  which  these  relations 
might  be  thrown  if  her  Majesty  should  choose  to  recognize  the  na- 
tionality of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  before  some  decided 
exhibition  of  ability  upon  the  part  of  the  Government  of  those  States 
to  maintain  itself  had  been  shown.  Therefore  they  did  not  deem 
it  advisable  to  urge  her  Majesty's  Government  to  an  immediate  de- 
cision upon  so  grave  a  question,  but  contented  themselves  with  a 
presentation  of  the  cause  of  their  Government  and  have  quietly 
waited  upon  events  to  justify  all  that  they  had  said,  with  the  hope 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  would  soon  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  same  sense  of  justice,  the  same  views  of  duty  under  the  laws 
of  nations  which  caused  it  to  recognize  the  de  facto  government  of 
Texas  while  yet  a  superior  Mexican  army  was  contending  for  su- 
premacy upon  its  soil,  the  de  facto  government  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Kepublics  while  Spain  still  persisted  in  claiming  to  be  their 
sovereign,  and  the  de  facto  governments  of  Greece,  of  Belgium,  and 
Italy  would  induce  it  to  recognize  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  upon  the  happening  of  events  exhibiting  a  deep- 
seated  and  abiding  confidence  that  success  will  attend  their  efforts. 
At  all  events  reconstruction  of  the  Union  is  an  impossibility.  The 
brief  history  of  the  past  confirms  them  in  this  belief. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  February  last  and  since  Mr.  Lincoln  assumed  the  reins 
of  government  in  the  United  States  and  commenced  preparing  his 
aggressive  policy  against  the  Confederate  States  the  moral  weight 
of  their  position  and  cause,  aided  by  the  constitutional  action  and 
policy  of  the  new  President  and  his  Cabinet,  have  caused  four  other 
great  States,  viz,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Ar- 
kansas— containing  about  4,500,000  inhabitants  and  covering  an  ex- 
tent of  valuable  territory  equal  to  that  of  France  and  Spain — to 
secede  from  the  late  Union  and  join  the  Confederate  States;  while 
the  inhabitants  of  three  other  powerful  States,  viz,  Maryland,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Missouri,  are  now  agitated  by  the  throes  of  revolution 
and  a  large  part  of  them  are  rising  in  arms  to  resist  the  military  des- 
potism which  in  the  name  of  the  Constitution  has  been  so  ruth- 
lessly and  in  such  utter  perversion  of  the  provisions  of  that  instru- 
ment imposed  upon  them.  The  undersigned  have  also  sufficient  rea- 
sons for  the  belief  that  even  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  a  part  of  the  people  have  proclaimed  open  opposition  to  Mr. 
Lincoln's  unconstitutional  and  despotic  Government,  while  in  sev- 
eral others  public  assemblies  and  their  legislatures  have  condemned 
the  war  as  subversive  of  the  Constitution.  In  addition  to  these  strik- 
ing evidences  of  the  increased  strength  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  of  great  internal  weakness  and  division  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  Govern- 
ment the  undersigned  can  proudly  and  confidently  point  to  the  unity 
which  exists  among  the  people  of  the  11  Confederate  States,  with  the 
solitary  and  unimportant  exception  of  the  extreme  northwest  corner 
of  Virginia  lying  between  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  and  settled 
almost  exclusively  by  Northern  emigrants.  Whatever  differences  of 
opinion  may  have  been  entertained  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States  as  to  the  policy  of  secession,  there  was  little  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  unconstitutional  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  often 
by  a  fair  decision  at  the  polls  by  the  majority  in  favor  of  secession 
as  the  means  of  expressing  their  liberties  the  great  mass  of  the 
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people  at  once  yielded  all  objections  and  are  now  engaged  with  their 
wealthy  and  their  persons  in  the  most  patriotic  exertions  to  uphold 
their  Government  in  the  course  of  independence  which  had  been  de- 
cided upon. 

Whatever  tribute  of  admiration  may  be  yielded  for  the  present 
to  the  people  who  submit  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  usurping  Government  for 
energy  displayed  in  raising  and  organizing  an  immense  army  for 
the  purpose  of  imposing  the  yoke  of  that  Government  upon  a  people 
who  are  struggling  for  the  inestimable  right  of  governing  them- 
selves in  order  to  a  preservation  of  their  liberties,  a  just  and  im- 
partial history  will  award  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States 
an  unmixed  admiration  for  an  effort  which,  in  the  space  of  six 
months,  has  thrown  off  the  authority  of  the  usurper,  has  organized 
a  new  Government  based  upon  the  principle  of  personal  and  public 
liberty,  has  put  that  Government  in  operation,  has  raised,  organized, 
and  armed  an  army  sufficient  to  meet  and  defeat  in  a  fair  field  and 
drive  in  ignominious  flight  from  that  field  the  myriads  of  invaders 
which  the  reputed  first  general  of  the  age  deemed  fit  to  crush  what 
he  termed  a  rebellion. 

The  undersigned  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Lincoln's  Government,  though  possessed  of  all  the  advantages 
of  a  numerous  population,  of  the  credit  due  to  a  recognized  Govern- 
ment of  long  continuance,  of  the  entire  Navy  of  the  late  Union,  has 
not  been  able  to  retake  a  single  fortification  of  which  the  Confed- 
erate States  possessed  themselves,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been 
driven  out  from  a  mighty  fortress  upon  the  Atlantic  and  from 
several  forts  on  the  western  frontier  by  the  Confederate  arms; 
that  it  has  not  been  able  to  advance  more  than  5  miles  into  the 
territory  of  any  of  the  Confederate  States  where  there  was  any 
serious  attempt  to  prevent  it ;  and  is  in  danger  of  losing  three  great 
States  of  the  Union  by  insurrection.  Even  at  sea,  upon  which  the 
Government  of  Mr.  Lincoln  possesses  undisputed  sway,  it  has  not 
been  able  to  make  an  effectual  blockade  of  a  single  port  but  those 
which  find  an  outlet  through  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 
Vessels  of  every  class,  private  and  public,  armed  vessels  belonging  to 
the  Confederate  States,  and  traders,  having  found  their  way  in 
and  out  of  every  other  port  at  which  the  attempt  has  been  made. 

In  everything  that  constitutes  the  material  of  war,  thus  far  the 
Confederate  States  have  supplied  themselves  from  their  own  re- 
sources, unaided  by  that  free  intercourse  with  the  world  which  has 
been  open  to  the  United  States.  Men,  arms,  munitions  of  war  of 
every  description  have  been  supplied  in  ample  abundance  to  defeat 
all  attempts  to  successfully  invade  our  borders.  Money  has  been 
obtained  in  the  Confederate  States  in  sufficient  quantity.  Every 
loan  that  has  been  put  upon  the  market  has  been  taken  at  and 
above  par,  and  the  undersigned  but  stated  the  universal  impression 
and  belief  of  their  Government  and  their  fellow  citizens  in  the  Con- 
federate States  that,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  demand  for  means 
to  defend  their  country  against  invasion,  sufficient  resources  of  every 
character  and  sufficient  patriotism  to  furnish  them  exist  within  the 
Confederate  States  for  that  purpose. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that  an  impression  has  prevailed,  even 
in  what  may  be  termed  well-informed  circles  in  Europe,  that  the 
slaveholding  States  are  poor  and  not  able  to  sustain  a  prolonged 
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conflict  with  the  nonslaveholding  States  of  the  North.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  undersigned,  this  idea  is  grossly  erroneous ;  and,  consider- 
ing the  importance  of  a  correct  understanding  of  the  relative 
resources  of  the  two  contending  powers,  in  resolving  the  question  of 
the  ability  of  the  South  to  maintain  its  position,  your  Lordship  will 
pardon  a  reference  to  the  statistical  tables  of  1850,  the  last  authentic 
exposition  of  the  resources  of  the  United  States  which  has  yet  been 
published,  and  which  is  appended  to  this  communication.  The  incon- 
testible  truths  exhibited  in  that  table  prove  that  the  Confederate 
States  possess  the  elements  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation,  capable 
not  only  of  clothing,  feeding,  and  defending  themselves,  but  also 
or  clothing  all  the  nations  of  Europe  under  the  benign  influence  of 
peace  and  free  trade. 

The  undersigned  are  also  aware  that  the  antislavery  sentiment  so 
universally  prevalent  in  England  has  shrunk  from  the  idea  of  form- 
ing friendly  public  relations  with  a  Government  recognizing  the 
slavery  of  a  part  of  the  human  race.  The  question  of  the  morality 
of  slavery  is  not  for  the  undersigned  to  discuss  with  any  foreign 
power.  The  authors  of  the  American  Declaration  of  Independence 
found  the  African  race  in  the  colonies  to  be  slaves,  both  by  colonial 
and  English  law,  and  by  the  law  of  nations. 

Those  great  and  good  men  left  that  fact  and  the  responsibility  for 
its  existence  where  they  found  it,  and  thus  finding  that  there  were 
two  distinct  races  in  the  colonies,  one  free  and  capable  of  maintain- 
ing their  freedom,  the  other  slave,  and  in  their  opinion  unfitted  to 
enter  upon  that  contest  and  to  govern  themselves,  they  made  their 
famous  declaration  of  freedom  for  the  white  race  alone.  They 
eventually  planned  and  put  in  operation,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
two  plans  of  government,  both  resting  upon  that  great  and  recognized 
distinction  between  the  white  and  black  man  and  perpetuating  that 
distinction  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  government  they  framed ; 
which  they  declared  to  be  framed  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and 
their  posterity,  in  their  own  language,  "to  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity." 

The  wisdom  of  that  course  is  not  a  matter  for  discussion  with  for- 
eign nations.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  thus  were  the  great  American 
institutions  framed,  and  thus  have  they  remained  unchanged  to  this 
day.  It  was  from  no  fear  that  the  slaves  would  be  liberated  that 
secession  took  place.  The  very  party  in  power  has  proposed  to  guar- 
antee slavery  forever  in  the  States  if  the  South  would  but  remain 
in  the  Union.  Mr.  Lincoln's  message  proposes  no  freedom  to  the 
slave, but  announces  subjection  of  his  owner  to  the  will  of  the  Union; 
in  other  words  to  the  will  of  the  Morth.  Even  after  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  both  branches  of  the  Congress  at  Washington  passed  reso- 
lutions that  the  war  is  only  waged  in  order  to  uphold  that  (pro- 
slavery)  constitution  and  to  enforce  the  laws  (many  of  them  pro- 
slavery),  and  out  of  172  votes  in  the  lower  House  they  received  all 
but  2,  and  in  the  Senate  all  but  1  vote.  As  the  armv  commenced  its 
march,  the  commanding  general  issued  an  order  that  no  slaves  should 
be  received  into  or  allowed  to  follow  the  camp.  The  great  object  of 
the  war,  therefore,  as  now  officially  announced,  is  not  to  free  the  slave, 
but  to  keep  him  in  subjection  to  his  owner,  and  to  control  his  labor 
through  the  legislative  channels  which  the  Lincoln  Government  de- 
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signs  to  force  upon  the  master.  The  undersigned  therefore  submit 
with  confidence,  that  as  far  as  the  antislavery  sentiment  of  England 
is  concerned,  it  can  have  no  sympathy  with  the  North ;  nay,  it  will 
probably  become  disgusted  with  a  canting^  hypocrisy  which  would 
enlist  those  sympathies  on  false  pretences.  The  undersigned  are,  how- 
ever, not  insensible  to  the  surmise  that  the  Lincoln  Government  may, 
under  stress  of  circumstances,  change  its  policy;  a  policy  based  at 
present  more  upon  a  wily  view  of  what  is  to  be  its  effect  in  rearing  up 
an  element  in  the  Confederate  States  favorable  to  a  reconstruction 
of  the  Union  than  upon  any  honest  desire  to  uphold  a  constitution, 
the  main  provisions  of  which  it  has  most  shamelessly  violated.  But 
they  confidently  submit  to  your  Lordship's  consideration,  that  suc- 
cess in  producing  so  abrupt  and  violent  a  destruction  of  a  system  of 
labor  which  has  reared  up  so  vast  a  commerce  between  America  and 
the  great  States  of  Europe;  which  it  is  supposed  now  gives  bread  to 
ten  millions  of  the  population  of  those  States;  which,  it  may  be  safely 
assumed,  is  intimately  blended  with  the  basis  of  the  great  manufac- 
turing and  navigating  prosperity  that  distinguishes  the  age ;  and  that 
probably  not  the  least  of  the  elements  of  that  prosperity  would  be 
visited  with  results  disastrous  to  the  world,  as  well  as  to  the  master 
and  slave. 

Resort  to  servile  war  has,  it  is  true,  as  we  have  heretofore  stated, 
not  been  proclaimed,  but  officially  abandoned.  It  has,  however,  been 
recommended  by  persons  of  influence  in  the  United  States,  and  when 
all  other  means  shall  fail — as  the  undersigned  assure  your  Lordship 
they  will — to  bring  the  Confederate  States  into  subjection  to  the 
power  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  Government  it  is  by  no  means  improbable 
that  it  may  be  inaugurated.  Whenever  it  shall  be  done,  however, 
the  motive,  it  is  now  rendered  clear,  will  not  be  that  high  philan- 
thropic consideration  which  undoubtedly  beats  in  the  hearts  of  many 
in  England,  but  the  baser  feeling  of  selfish  aggrandisement  not  un- 
mixed with  a  cowardly  spirit  of  revenge. 

The  undersigned  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  what  is  now 
so  publicly  known  as  a  fact,  to  the  great  battle  of  Bull  Run,  3  miles 
in  front  of  Manassas  Junction,  in  which  a  well-appointed  army  of 
55.000  Federal  soldiers  gave  battle  to  the  Confederate  States  army 
of  inferior  force.  After  nine  hours'  hard  fighting  the  Federalists 
were  defeated  and  driven  from  the  field  in  open  flight,  and  were 
pursued  by  the  Confederate  States  army  to  Centreville,  the  position 
of  the  Federal  reserve.  The  enemy  lost  honor  and  nearly  all  the 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  which  had  been  so  industriously  gathered 
together  for  months  for  an  offensive  campaign  in  Virginia,  and  they 
did  not  cease  their  flight  until,  under  cover  of  a  stormy  night,  they 
had  regained  the  shelter  of  their  intrenchments  in  front  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Confederate  States  forces  have  commenced  offensive  move- 
ments and  have  driven  the  vaunting  hosts  of  the  United  States  be- 
hind intrenchments  upon  the  borders  of  Virginia,  and  so  far  from 
threatening  the  integrity  of  the  territory  and  the  existence  of  the 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington seems  content  at  present  and  will  be  rejoiced  if  it  can  main- 
tain a  successful  defense  of  its  capital  and  preserve  the  remnant  of 
its  defeated  and  disorganized  forces. 


246  LIST  OF  PAPERS. 

The  undersigned  would  also  ask  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  cotton-picking  season  in  the  cotton-growing  States  of 
the  Confederacy  has  commenced.  The  crop  bids  fair  to  be  at  least 
an  average  one,  and  will  be  prepared  for  market  and  delivered  by 
our  planters  and  merchants,  as  usual,  on  the  wharves  of  the  ports 
of  those  States  when  there  shall  be  a  prospect  of  the  blockade  being 
raised  and  not  before.  As  a  defensive  measure  an  embargo  has  been 
laid  by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  upon  the  passage 
of  cotton  by  inland  conveyance  to  the  United  States.  To  be  obtained 
it  must  be  sought  for  in  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  ports  of  those  States. 
They  submit  to  your  Lordship  the  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the 
blockade  of  all  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  was  declared  to 
have  commenced  by  the  blockading  officer  off  Charleston,  when  in 
truth,  at  that  time,  and  for  weeks  after,  there  was  no  pretense  of  a 
blockade  of  the  ports  in  the  Gulf.  They  further  submit  for  con- 
sideration that  since  the  establishment  of  the  blockade  there  have 
been  repeated  instances  of  vessels  breaking  it,  at  Wilmington, 
Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans.  It  will  be  for  the 
neutral  powers  whose  commerce  has  been  so  seriously  damaged  to 
determine  how  long  such  a  blockade  shall  be  permitted  to  interfere 
with  that  commerce. 

In  closing  this  communication  the  undersigned  desire  to  urge  upon 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  the  just  claim  which,  in  their 
opinion,  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  has  at  this  time 
to  a  recognition  as  a  government  de  facto.  Whether  its  internal 
peace,  or  its  territory,  its  population,  its  great  resources  for  both 
domestic  and  foreign  commerce,  and  its  power  to  maintain  itself  are 
considered,  or  whether  your  Lordship  shall  take  into  consideration 
the  necessity  of  commercial  relations  being  established  with  it  with 
a  view  to  the  preservation  of  vast  interests  of  the  commerce  of  Eng- 
land. If,  however,  in  the  opinion  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment the  Confederate  States  have  not  yet  won  a  right  to  a  place 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  undersigned  can  only  assure  your 
Lordship  that  while  such  an  announcement  will  be  received  with  sur- 
prise by  the  Government  which  they  represent,  and  while  that  Gov- 
ernment is  to  be  left  to  contend  for  interests  which  it  thinks  are  as 
important  to  commercial  Europe  as  to  itself,  without  even  a  friendly 
countenance  from  other  nations,  its  citizens  will  buckle  themselves 
to  the  great  task  before  them  with  a  vigor  and  determination  that 
will  justify  the  undersigned  in  having  pressed  the  question  upon 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government;  and  when  peace  shall  have 
been  made  their  Government  will  at  least  feel  that  it  will  not  be 
justly  responsible  for  the  vast  quantity  of  blood  which  shall  have 
been  shed,  nor  for  the  great  and  widespread  suffering  which  so  pro- 
longed a  conflict  will  have  entailed  upon  millions  of  the  human  race, 
both  in  the  eastern  as  well  as  upon  the  North  American  Continent. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
Lordship's  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 

P.  A.  Rost. 

A.  Dudlet  Mann. 

A  true  copy : 

Walker  Fearn,  Secretary. 
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Nonslave- 
holding 

States. 


Slaveholding 
States. 


1 .  Population 

2.  Annua!  value  of  manufactures,  mining,  and  mechanic  arts 

3.  Cotton,  number  of  bales  (crop  of  1860,  about  4,700,000) 

4.  Improved  acres  of  land 

5.  Average  value  of  farming  utensils  on  each  farm 

6.  Number  of  horses  and  mules 

7.  Number  of  neat  cattle 

8.  Number  of  swine 

9.  Bushels  of  wheat  annually 

10.  Bushels  of  Indian  corn  annually 

11.  Cane  sugar pounds 

12.  Molasses gallons... 

13.  Rice pounds. 

14.  Tobacco do. 

15.  Salt,  bushels  annually 


13,330,418 

1845,430,428 

None. 

58,312,733 

J95 

2,290,840 

8,557,786 

9,507,745 

74,264,580 

242,718,000 

None. 

None. 

None. 

14,760,000 

6,029,450 


'6,222,418 

'3,204,313 

$167,906,085 

2,445,793 

54,399,455 

J171 

2, 570, 486 

9,527,915 

20,787,000 

26,894,000 

348,992,261 

237,133,000 

12,700,991 

215,913,500 

185,,  083,000 

3,754,390 


'  "Whites. 


'  Blacks. 


Note. — The  census  of  the  United  States  for  1860,  now  in.  course  of  publication,  will 
undoubtedly  show  an  increase  of  at  least  33  per  cent  of  these  resources. 

The  report  published  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  show- 
•  ing  their  commerce  and  navigation  for  the  year  ending-  June,  1860, 
shows  that  the  entire  exports  for  that  year  were  $373,189,274,  of 
which  sum  the  value  of  the  exports  produced  exclusively  in  the  South 
were  $247,542,078,  of  which  $208,779,799  were  exported  through 
Southern  ports. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  August  16, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  11th  and  13th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  have  been  received.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary,  I  tele- 
graphed you  this  day,  authorizing  you  to  purchase  the  navy  pistols 
at  the  price  ($38)  named  in  your  letter  of  the  13th.  On  the  10th 
instant  I  sent  you,  to  the  care  of  W.  S.  Eakin  &  Co.,  by  Adams 
Express,  five  drafts,  Bank  of  Charleston,  on  Bank  of  Liverpool  for 
£200  each,  being  £1,000  sterling  of  $5,000,  not  counting  the  premium 
at  which  you  will  sell  the  exchange, 

On  the  14th  instant  I  sent  you  to  the  same  address  and  by  the 
same  agency  a  similar  remittance  of  £1,000,  thus  making  in  all 
£2,000.  I  suppose  that  you  have  received  these  letters  by  this  time, 
and  that  in  your  next  communication  you  will  acknowledge  their 
receipt. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  M.  Browne, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

W.  W.  Gtwathmet,  Esq., 

Care  of  W.  S.  Eakin  cfe  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Foreign  Office,  August  &£,  1861. 
The  undersigned  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  of  the 
14th  instant  addressed  to  him  by  Messrs.  Yancey,  Rost,  and  Mann 
on  behalf  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America. 
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The  British  Government  does  not  pretend  in  any  way  to  pronounce 
a  judgment  upon  the  questions  in  debate  between  the  United  States 
and  their  adversaries  in  North  America ;  the  British  Government  can 
only  regret  that  these  differences  have  unfortunately  been  submitted 
to  the  arbitrament  of  arms.  Her  Majesty  has  considered  this  con- 
test as  constituting  a  civil  war,  and  her  Majesty  has,  by  her  royal 
proclamation,  declared  her  intention  to  preserve  a  strict  neutrality 
between  the  contending  parties  in  that  war. 

Her  Majesty  will  strictly  perform  the  duties  which  belong  to  a 
neutral.  Her  Majesty  can  not  undertake  to  determine  by  anticipa- 
tion what  may  be  the  issue  of  the  contest,  nor  can  she  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  nine  States  which  are  now  combined  against 
the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United  States,  until  the  fortune 
of  arms  or  the  more  peaceful  mode  of  negotiation  shall  have  more 
clearly  determined  the  respective  positions  of  the  two  belligerents. 

Her  Majesty  can,  in  the  meantime,  only  express  a  hope  that  some 
adjustment  satisfactory  to  both  parties  may  be  come  to,  without  the 
calamities  which  must  ensue  in  the  event  of  an  embittered  and  pro- 
tracted conflict. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Messrs.  Yancey,  Rost, 
and  Mann  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

Russell. 

Messrs.  Yancey,  Rost,  and  Mann. 


No.  8.]  Department  or  State, 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  %4, 1861. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  to 
you  the  enclosed  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  col- 
lectors of  customs  at  the  ports  of  Charleston,  Savannah,  Wilmington, 
and  Pensacola,  showing  the  number,  names,  nationality,  and  destina- 
tion of  the  vessels  which  have  entered  and  cleared  from  those  ports 
since  the  President  of  the  United  States  declared  them  to  be  block- 
aded. 

These  reports,  you  will  perceive,  furnish  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  the  Confederate  States  is  nominal,  not 
real.  But  it  is  in  contravention  of  the  now  universally  accepted  law 
of  nations  in  relation  to  blockade,  and  that  every  seizure  made  under 
it  and  every  hindrance  offered  to  foreign  vessels  bound  to  or  from 
those  ports  is  illegal  and  void. 

You  are  instructed  to  communicate  the  facts  contained  in  these 
reports  to  the  Government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  and,  if  re- 
quired, to  furnish  them  with  copies.  I  am  further  directed  to  trans- 
mit you  a  copy  (marked  "B")  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Con- 
gress and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  13th  instant,  defining  the 
position  of  the  Confederate  States  in  respect  to  certain  points  of 
maritime  law. 

I  remain,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Hons.  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann. 
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"°-  9.]  State  Department, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  August  2J/.,  1861. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  the  usual 
letters  of  credence  and  introduction  accrediting  you  to  represent  the 
Confederate  States  near  the  Government  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  to- 
gether with  the  necessary  commission  and  passport.  I  have  also  to 
inform  you  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  President  that  Mr.  Eost  should 
undertake  the  duties  of  this  mission  and  proceed  to  Madrid  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  remain,  etc., 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hons.  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  Pierre  A.  Eost,  A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Commissioners,  etc. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  August  £4,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  Deeming  it  of  importance  that,  the  Confederate  States 
should  be  represented  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  the  President  has  ap- 
pointed you  special  commissioners  to  the  Government  of  her  Cath- 
olic Majesty. 

Together  with  this  notification  of  your  appointment  I  send  you  the 
usual  letters  of  credence  and  introduction  accrediting  and  empower- 
ing you  to  represent  the  Confederate  States  near  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

It  is  the  President's  desire  that  you  should  proceed  with  all  con- 
venient speed  to  Madrid  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  your  mission. 

You  will  explain  to  the  Government  of  Spain  that  as  commis- 
sioners of  the  Confederate  States  you  do  not  appear  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  revolted  provinces  seeking  to  destroy  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  constitutional  and  common  government,  nor  as  the  representa- 
tives of  rebellious  subjects  warring  against  the  proper  authority  of  a 
lawful  sovereign;  on  the  contrary,  you  stand  as  the  representatives 
of  a  confederacy  of  sovereign  States  who  have  withdrawn  from  their 
former  union  because  the  covenants  and  conditions  of  the  compact 
which  formed  it  have  been  violated  and  disregarded  by  the  other 
parties  to  the  agreement.  They  have  formed  another  league  of 
States,  who,  having  been  thus  absolved  from  all  obligations  to  the 
former  Government,  have  constituted  a  confederacy  of  homogeneous 
materials  and  interest  and  established  a  Government  which,  as  they 
think,  gives  a  better  promise  of  domestic  tranquillity  and  of  perma- 
nent existence.  It  is  to  maintain  this  right  of  self-government  that 
they  have  ("taken]  up  arms,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  imposing 
their  opinions  upon  others  or  of  depriving  any  other  nation  of  its 
rights  and  its  property.  Their  example  therefore  affords  no  en- 
couragement to  anarchy  or  the  overthrow  of  lawful  government  by 
revolutionary  violence:  on  the  contrary,  they  seek  only  to  maintain 
their  right  to  rule  themselves  and  to  repel  the  lawless  intrusion  of 
others  who  are  endeavoring  to  destroy  that  right  and  to  substitute 
the  dominion  of  force  for  the  Government  of  their  own  choice. 

Neither  do  the  Confederate  States  in  asking  for  a  recognized  place 
among  nations  demand  any  favor  for  which  they  do  not  offer  a  full 
equivalent. 
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Diplomatic  relations  amongst  nations  are  established  mainly  for 
the  promotion  of  human  intercourse  and  the  peaceable  solution  of 
the  difficulties  which  grow  out  of  that  intercourse  or  spring  from 
occasional  conflict  of  interests.  The  advantages  of  such  intercourse 
are  mutual,  and  all  nations  have  an  interest  in  the  general  well 
being  of  human  society  which  is  thus  promoted.  It  is  to  take  our 
part  in  this  interchange  of  mutual  good  offices,  to  give  as  well  as  to 
receive,  that  we  seek  our  recognition  as  a  separate  and  independent 
people  by  the  nations  of  the  earth,  together  with  the  establishment 
of  such  diplomatic  relations  as  may  conduce  to  the  proper  regulation 
of  our  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  We  do  not  ask  for 
material  aid  or  assistance  in  the  work  of  establishing  our  national 
independence.  We  have  never  doubted  our  ability  to  defend  and 
maintain  our  separate  existence.  If  we  entered  upon  our  present 
struggle  without  fears  for  the  ultimate  result,  the  events  of  the  war 
have  not  been  such  as  to  diminish  that  confidence.  The  impossi- 
bility of  their  subjugating  us  has  been  proved  by  the  general  results. 
At  Manassas,  in  Virginia,  and  more  recently  at  Springfield,  in  Mis- 
souri, the  Federal  forces  have  been  utterly  routed  with  a  great 
loss  of  life,  prisoners,  and  the  munitions  of  war.  The  little  foothold 
which  the  United  States  ever  had  upon  [the]  soil  of  the  Confederates 
is  being  daily  diminished,  and  it  would  seem  now  to  be  evident  that 
a  further  continuance  of  hostilities  on  their  part  can  lead  to  noth- 
ing but  a  useless  effusion  of  human  blood  and  a  wanton  waste  of 
the  means  of  human  happiness.  Under  such  circumstances  it  may 
become  a  matter  of  proper  consideration  with  other  nations  whether 
they  should  not  use  their  influence  for  the  purposes  of  peace  by  a 
speedy  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America.  The  vast  moral  power  of  such  an  act  would  go  far 
toward  putting  an  end  to  hostilities  and  restoring  to  the  world  a 
commerce  and  intercourse  from  whose  further  suspension  it  can  not 
but  suffer  much  loss. 

These  views  are  presented  to  Spain  the  more  freely,  as  the  Presi- 
dent is  specially  desirous  to  establish  and  maintain  the  most  friendly 
and  intimate  relations  with  that  Government.  Of  all  the  great 
powers  of  Europe,  Spain  alone  is  interested  through  her  colonies  in 
the  same  social  system  which  pervades  the  Confederate  States. 

The  close  proximity  of  these  colonies  to  our  shores  and  the  great 
mutual  dependence  of  social  and  commercial  interests  between  them 
and  our  own  States  seem  to  invite  a  close  and  intimate  alliance  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  The  Confederate  States  therefore  can 
never  find  any  cause  for  jealousy  or  regret  in  the  steady  growth  of 
the  power  and  resources  of  Spain.  If  a  party  was  found  in  these 
States  during  their  connection  with  the  former  Union  who  desired 
the  acquisition  of  Cuba,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  some- 
thing like  a  balance  of  power  in  a  Government  from  whose  dominant 
majority  they  feared  oppression  and  injury.  Standing  as  they  now 
do,  separated  from  that  Union,  they  are  relieved  from  all  such  fears, 
and  can  no  longer  be  influenced  by  such  inducements,  composed  as 
they  now  are  of  slave-holding  States  alone,  they  can  fear  nothing 
from  their  own  Government  on  this  question.  Nor  would  they 
desire  to  diminish  the  proslavery  interest  of  any  of  the  great  Euro- 
pean nations.    On  the  contrary,  they  would  observe  with  pleasure 
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the  growth  in  power  and  influence  of  a  State  bound  to  them  by  this 
tie  of  a  great  common  interest,  and  they  would  earnestly  desire  to 
see  the  nations  thus  bound  together,  armed  with  the  means  to  pro- 
tect their  common  social  system.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  were  pos- 
sible that  the  slaveholding  State  could  be  forced  or  cajoled  into 
another  union  with  the  nonslaveholding  States  the  case  would  be  far 
different.  The  nonslaveholding  States,  being  now  assured  in  their 
strength,  would  feel  it  to  be  their  interest  to  annex  the  Spanisli  col- 
onies, and  with  a  power  so  formidable  as  that  which  they  would 
then  wield  they  would  probably  become  most  troublesome  neighbors 
to  those  colonies. 

Of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  it  would  seem  to  the  President  that 
there  is  none  so  deeply  interested  as  Spain  in  the  speedy  recognition 
and  permanent  maintenance  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  uniting  as  these  States  do  nearly  all  the  varieties 
of  climate  and  productions  of  the  temperate  zone  to  those  of  a  semi- 
tropical  character,  covering  soil  and  embracing  advantages  enough 
to  become  a  great  empire  at  no  distant  day,  and  so  organized  socially 
and  physically  as  to  promise  friendship  and  sympathy  with  Spain 
for  a  long  time  to  come,  it  may  be  worthy  of  consideration  whether 
that  power  would  not  be  justified  even  in  running  some  risk  to 
consummate  an  event  which  would  probably  prove  so  advantageous 
to  itself.  To  sum  up  the  whole,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  question  with 
Spain  whether  she  will  assist  in  building  up  a  great  friendly  power 
or  indirectly  favor  the  establishment  of  a  rival  of  perhaps  still 
greater  strength  and  one  which  could  not  fail  to  become  formidable 
to  her  in  the  future.  The  case  will  be  deemed  still  stronger  for  us 
when  it  is  remembered  that  we  ask  for  nothing  which  could  expose 
Spain  to  the  least  risk,  but  seek  only  for  the  moral  influence  of  an 
act  which  would  seem  to  be  alike  due  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  we  appear  before  the  world,  to  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and 
to  the  future  prosperity  of  Spain  herself. 

If  there  should  be  any  expectation  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of  Spain  of  the  subjugation  of  the  slaveholding  by  the  nonslave- 
holding States  or  of  a  reconstruction  of  the  union  between  the  two, 
?ou  will  say  to  them  that  such  speculations  are  utterly  fallacious, 
'he  Confederate  States  mean  to  maintain  their  independence  and 
separate  existence  as  a  confederacy  or  else  to  take  all  the  consequences 
of  a  failure. 

It  is  for  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  consider  whether  such  a  people 
animated  by  such  sentiments  can  ever  be  subdued  and  whether  their 
capacity  for  self-defense  has  not  already  been  so  developed  as  to 
make  it  just  and  proper  in  them  to  use  the  moral  power  of  an  act  of 
recognition  of  our  independence  to  check  the  further  waste  and  dis- 
asters of  such  a  war  as  that  in  which  we  are  now  engaged. 

That  this  question  of  recognition  is  one  of  time  the  President  does 
not  entertain  a  doubt,  and,  if  so,  the  longer  the  decision  is  delayed 
the  greater  will  be  the  amount  of  unnecessary  suffering  in  a  war  so 
uselessly  protracted. 

If  you  succeed  in  establishing  official  relations  with  the  Spanish 
Government,  you  will  propose  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  friendship, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  for  which  purpose  full  powers  are  here- 
with furnished  to  you.    The  principal  aim  of  the  Confederate  States 
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in  their  policy  toward  foreign  Governments  is  peace  and  commerce. 
It  will  be  their  constant  care  to  employ  every  means  consistent  with 
honor  to  preserve  the  one  and  extend  the  other.  Their  tariff  system, 
levying  import  duties  for  mere  revenue  purposes,  and  so  moderate  as 
to  closely  approximate  free  trade,  renders  their  markets  peculiarly  ac- 
cessible to  the  productions  of  the  Spanish  West  Indies.  Their  whole 
seacoast  has  been  thrown  open  for  free  competition  to  the  vessels  of 
the  world,  which  are  invited  to  their  shores  by  the  rich  employment 
afforded  in  the  transportation  of  their  great  staples. 

The  Confederate  States  of  America  thus  occupy  a  position  which 
should  attract  the  friendship  of  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
I  remain,  etc., 

R.  M.  T.  Httnter, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Yanoet,  Piehhe  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann. 


[Confidential.] 


Department  or  State, 
Richmond,  August  89, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  Department  has  re- 
liable intelligence  that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  can 
procure  from  the  Province  of  New  Leon,  Mexico,  almost  unlimited 
supplies  of  copper  and  lead,  the  former  at  $.15. 50  per  quintal  (100 
pounds)  and  the  latter  at  $10.50  per  cargo  (300  pounds),  and  that 
both  can  be  delivered  at  Roma,  in  Texas,  at  an  advance  on  the  above- 
named  price  of  20  per  cent.  From  the  same  source  it  is  ascertained 
that  large  quantities  of  powder  can  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  price 
and  with  thirty  to  forty  days'  notice.  You  will  be  good  enough  to 
inform  this  Department  whether  you  require  any  of  the  articles 
above  named;  and  if  so,  on  what  terms  you  would  propose  to  con- 
tract for  supplies  of  the  same  so  that  this  Department  can  communi- 
cate the  wishes  of  the  War  Department  to  our  agent,  now  in  this 
city,  but  about  to  return  to  his  post.  For  obvious  reasons  it  is  de- 
sired that  the  information  herein  contained  shall  be  kept  secret. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secret  ur  //  of  State. 
Major  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  War  Department,  etc. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  #,  1861. 
Sir  :  To  enable  the  agent  of  this  Department  to  obtain  for  the  War 
Department  the  supplies  of  lead  and  powder  from  Mexico  which  you 
require  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  furnish  this  Department  with 
an  official  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  detailed  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  articles  you  require,  the  amount  of  each,  where,  how, 
and  when  to  be  delivered,  the  prices  which  you  authorize  to  be  paid, 
and  how  you  propose  to  pay  for  them.    The  agent  of  this  Depart- 
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ment  proposes  to  leave  Richmond  to-morrow,  the  3d  instant;  you 
are.  therefore  requested  to  give  this  matter  your  early  consideration. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  R.  Browne, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Major  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  etc. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  3,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  report  of  your  recent  mission  to  the  governor  of  New  Leon 
and  the  accompanying  papers  have  received  the  entire  approval  of 
this  Department,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the 
President,  appreciating  the  skill,  prudence,  and  ability  which  you 
displayed  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty,  has  appointed  you  confiden- 
tial agent  of  this  Government  in  northeastern  Mexico,  to  reside  at 
Monterey.  You  will  receive  your  commission  as  such  and  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Vidaurri. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  President  that  you  should  proceed  to  Monterey 
with  all  convenient  dispatch  and  place  yourself  in  confidential  com- 
munication with  the  governor  of  New  Leon,  in  response  to  whose 
expressed  wish  that  a  confidential  agent  of  this  Government  should 
be  appointed  to  reside  at  Monterey  the  President  has  commissioned 
you  to  act  in  that  capacity.  You  will  assure  his  Excellency  that  the 
President  cordially  reciprocates  his  expressions  of  friendship  and 
good  will  toward  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  it  is  the  Presi- 
dent's earnest  desire  and  purpose  to  cherish  and  maintain  relations 
of  amity  and  good  neighborhood  between  the  Government  and  people 
of  the  two  countries.  The  President  is  much  gratified  to  learn  from 
so  high  an  authority  as  Governor  Vidaurri  that  the  people  of  New 
Leon  and  the  adjacent  Provinces  of  northern  Mexico  are  animated 
by  such  friendly  feelings  toward  the  Confederate  States  as  those 
described  by  the  governor  in  his  conversation  with  you.  It  is  mani- 
festly to  the  interest  of  both  people  that  intimate  social  and  commer- 
cial relations  should  subsist  between  them,  and  the  President  will  use 
his  best  efforts  to  preserve  this  promising  condition  of  things.  The 
President  is  of  opinion,  however,  that  it  would  be  imprudent  and 
impolitic  in  the  interest  of  both  parties  to  take  any  steps  at  present 
in  regard  to  the  proposition  made  by  Governor  Vidaurri  in  his  con- 
fidential communications  with  you  in  reference  to  the  future  political 
relations  of  the  Confederate  States  with  the  northern  Provinces  of 
Mexico.  He  may  be  assured,  however,  that  the  Government  of  the 
Confederate  States  feel  a  deep  sympathy  with  all  people  struggling 
to  secure  for  themselves  the  blessings  of  self-government,  and  is, 
therefore,  much  interested  in  the  cause  and  progress  of  these  Prov- 
inces. It  will  be  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  your  mission  to  col- 
lect and  transmit  accurate  and  minute  information  with  regard  to 
those  Provinces,  the  amount  of  the  population  of  each,  divided  into 
races  and  classes;  the  superficial  area  of  the  several  Provinces,  their 
products,  mineral  resources,  etc. ;  the  amount  and  value  of  their  ex- 
ports and  imports ;  the  state  and  extent  of  their  manufactures ;  and 
the  general  condition  of  the  people  in  a  social,  political,  and  commer- 
cial point  of  view. 
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You  will  immediately  enquire  and  report  to  this  Department 
whether  the  Mexican  Government  has,  as  is  reported,  given  permis- 
sion to  the  United  States  to  transport  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
across  Mexican  territory  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Confeder- 
ate States.  You  will  avail  yourself  of  the  good  offices  of  Governor 
Vidaurri  to  obtain  the  most  authentic  information  on  this  subject, 
and  if  it  should  prove  that  the  Federal  Government  of  Mexico  has 
given  any  such  permission,  you  will  express  the  confident  hope  enter- 
tained by  this  Government  that  Governor  Vidaurri  will  use  his  power 
and  influence  to  prevent  the  commission  of  so  flagrant  a  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  Mexico,  and  the  disastrous  consequences  which  must 
necessarily  ensue.  Your  prompt  attention  is  especially  requested  to 
the  most  diligent  enquiry  as  to  the  possibility  of  purchasing  small 
arms,  powder,  lead,  sulphur,  saltpeter,  and  all  other  articles  necessary 
for  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States.  If  Governor  Vidaurri 
could  be  induced  to  sell  to  this  Government  a  half  or  any  consider- 
able portion  of  the  arms  in  his  possession,  his  doing  so  would  be  re- 
garded as  the  most  signal  arid  valuable  proof  of  his  friendship  for 
the  Confederate  States,  and  would  be  duly  appreciated  by  our  Gov- 
ernment and  people.  But,  if  he  should  judge  it  to  be  inconsistent 
with  his  duty  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  arms  at  his  command,  you  will 
solicit  his  aid  and  advice  to  discover  if  arms  can  be  obtained  from 
private  individuals  in  New  Leon  or  any  other  of  the  adjacent  friendly 
provinces.  You  mentioned  in  your  verbal  reports  to  this  Depart- 
ment that  you  were  confident  that  arms  and  all  other  things  required 
by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  could  be  safely  import- 
ed at  Matamoras,  consigned  to  citizens  of  New  Leon,  and  that  the 
necessary  papers  to  exempt  the  vessel  carrying  the  goods  from  seiz- 
ure by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States  would  be  granted  or  procured 
by  Governor  Vidaurri.  Should  your  hope  be  well  founded  and 
should  the  governor  consent  to  lend  us  aid  in  that  particular,  he 
would  be  entitled  to  our  sincere  gratitude. 

In  your  report  of  the  19th  of  August,  in  reference  to  the  purchase 
of  powder,  lead,  etc.,  you  state  tha£  any  quantity  of  lead  and  powder 
can  be  obtained  at  Monterey,  the  former  at  $10.50  per  cargo  of  300 
pounds,  or  $12.87£  per  cargo  if  delivered  at  Roma,  in  Texas,  and  the 
latter  at  "  a  moderate  price."  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract 
for  500  tons  of  lead  to  be  delivered  at  Roma,  Tex.,  at  $12.87£  per 
cargo,  and  for  200,000  pounds  of  powder  to  be  delivered  at  the  same 
place  at  —  per  pound. 

Herewith  you  will  find  the  order  in  detail  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment. You  will  communicate  to  this  Department,  as  often  as  occa- 
sion will  permit,  all  the  information  you  can  acquire  which  in  your 
judgment  would  be  useful  to  this  Government,  and  you  will  devote 
special  pains  to  the  acquisition  of  intelligence  in  relation  to  the  pur- 
chase of  those  articles  which  may  be  needed  for  the  use  of  our  Army. 
You  state  in  your  report  of  August  22,  that  saltpeter  in  natural  for- 
mation is  found  near  the  Rio  Grande,  opposite  Eagle  Pass.  You  will 
take  especial  pains  to  obtain  the  best  information  on  this  matter,  how 
the  saltpeter  can  be  made  available  for  use  in  the  Confederate  States ; 
in  what  quantities,  how  soon,  and  at  what  price,  and  lose  no  time  in 
communicating  the  information  to  this  Department. 
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You  will  also,  while  en  route  to  Monterey,  inform  yourself  as  to 
the  best  and  most  speedy  means  of  transportation  for  such  articles  as 
you  may  purchase  in  Mexico  from  the  place  of  purchase  to  the  near- 
est point  of  railroad  or  water  communication  in  the  Confederate 
States  and  acquaint  this  Department  with  the  result  of  your  enqui- 
ries. You  will  remain  at  Monterey  until  otherwise  instructed  by  this 
Department,  and  avail  yourself  generally  of  the  facilities  which  your 
relations  with  the  authorities  at  Monterey  will  afford  you,  for  ren- 
dering valuable  service  to  this  Government.  Your  mission  being 
necessarily  one  of  a  secret  and  confidential  nature,  you  will  only  de- 
clare your  official  character  to  Governor  Vidaurri  and  other  such  per- 
sons as  you  may  deem  it  prudent  to  acquaint  with  the  fact.  A  care- 
ful regard  to  this  prudential  course  is  demanded  alike  by  considera- 
tion for  Governor  Vidaurri's  position  and  the  interests  of  the  mission 
with  which  you  are  entrusted. 

Your  salary  is  fixed  at  $200  per  month,  commencing  from  this  date. 
Herewith  you  will  receive  drafts  on  New  Orleans  for  $500,  on  account 
of  salary,  and  $250  as  allowance  of  expenses  for  travel  from  this  city 
to  Monterey. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

J.  A.  Quintero,  Esq. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  S,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's communication  of  the  1st  of  July,  addressed  to  my  predecessor 
in  office,  and  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  with  which  your 
assurances  of  friendship  have  been  received  by  the  Government  of 
the  Confederate  States.  Those  assurances  and  the  steps  which  you 
have  taken  to  insure  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  amicable  relations 
between  your  people  and  ours  fully  justify  the  high  estimate  which 
is  entertained  in  this  country  of  your  enlightened  ability  and  sense 
of  justice.  The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  is  animated 
by  an  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  intimate  and  amicable 
intercourse  between  our  people  and  our  Mexican  neighbors  and  to 
promote  between  them  those  commercial  relations  which  conduce  so 
beneficially  to  their  mutual  welfare. 

This  letter  will  be  handed  to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Quin- 
tero, by  whose  ability  and  discretion  you  are  already  favorably 
impressed,  and  in  whom  this  Government  places  entire  confidence. 

He  is  instructed  to  reside  at  Monterey  as  the  confidential  agent  of 
this  Government  for  purposes  which  he  will  fully  explain  to  your 
Excellency  in  person. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  assure  you  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 
His  Excellency  Santiago  Vidaurri, 

Governor  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  etc. 
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Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  4,  1861. 
Sir  :  A  communication  of  the  31st  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States  by  F.  G.  Hammond,  of  Company  A. 
Louisiana   Guard,  First  Battalion,  Louisiana   Volunteers,  now   at 
Yorktown,  has  been  referred  to  this  Department.     It  is  stated  therein 
that  Mr.  Hammond  is  in  possession  of  a  plan,  which  he  proposes  to 
submit,  by  which  dispatches,  "  no  matter  how  voluminous,"  may  be 
sent  to  Europe,  and  that  the  plan  "is  quite  simple,  yet  very  secure 
and  certain."     Inasmuch  as  certainty  and  facility  of  communicating 
with  Europe  are  deemed  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  interests 
of  the  Government,  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  if  in  your  judgment 
it  can  properly  be  done,  that  an  order  be  given  to  this  Department 
authorizing  Mr.  Hammond  to  report  himself  here  without  delay. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Wji.  M.  Browne, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


New  Orleans,  September  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you,  as  I  thought,  an  important 
dispatch  yesterday,  giving  you  certain  information  communicated  to 
me  by  Don  Juan  de  Callejon,  the  Spanish  consul  at  this  place.  The 
information  (which,  although  confidential,  he  permitted  me  to  tele- 
graph your  Excellencv)  was  received  by  letter  yesterday  from  the 
Spanish  minister  at  Washington,  with  orders  to  clear  all  vessels 
under  the  Confederate  flag  to  the  different  Spanish  ports.  This 
letter  I  have  seen.  Don  Juan  de  Callejon  tells  me  that  the  Spanish 
minister  at  Washington  expects  to  receive  his  passports  from  the 
Federal  Government. 

The  consul,  aware  of  my  writing  to  you,  unassumingly  intimated 
to  me  that  a  letter  of  acknowledgment,  written  by  your  Excellency 
and  addressed  to  Don  Francisco  Serrano,  captain  general  of  Cuba, 
for  the  friendly  stand  that  gentleman  has  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy  would  be  highly  valued  and  appreciated. 
The  appointment  of  commissioners  to  the  Court  of  Spain  would  also 
be  gratifying  to  his  Government. 

I  further  learn  that  a  gentleman — a  Mr.  Chatard — who  left 
Havana  on  24th  July,  will  be  here  in  a  day  or  two  to  proceed  to 
Richmond  with  a  verbal  message  to  you  from  the  captain  general. 
Mr.  Lavedan,  to  whom  I  gave  a  letter  of  introduction  to  you,  has 
done  our  cause  a  great  deal  of  good  and  T  understand  is  getting  and 
has  now  on  hand  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  accouterments. 

Your  PIxcelleney  must  be  aware  of  the  friendly  disposition  to  our 
cause  of  the  captain  general,  but  for  fear  of  some  accident  to  this 
letter  I  omit  a  detailed  statement;  knowing,  however,  the  difficulties 
you  labor  under  in  receiving  important  news  from  Washington,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  telegraphing  you  yesterday  on  the  subject. 

Your  Excellency  is  aware  of  the  "necessity  of  appointing  imme- 
diately a  commercial  agent  or  consul  at  Havana,  so  that  our  vessels 
can  be  cleared  from  Cuba  without  hindrance  to  other  foreign  ports ; 
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and  as  it  may  be  very  difficult  to  send  a  suitable  person  at  present 
from  the  Confederate  States,  I  would  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the 
name  of  my  son-in-law,  Mr.  Henry  de  Butts  Norris,  who  resides  in 
Havana.  Mr.  Xorris  is  a  Virginian  by  birth  (Salem,  Fauquier 
County),  a  true  Southern  man,  of  unblemished  character  and  well 
educated,  speaks  the  Spanish  language  well,  and  is  popular  with  the 
bpanish  officials.  He  was-  once  the  general  superintendent  of  the 
2s.  O.,  Jackson  &  G.  X.  E.  E.,  but  being  employed  by  the  Spanish 
Government  to  build  a  railroad  in  Cuba,  he  resigned  his  position  in 
Aew  Orleans.  He  is  well  known  to  Mr.  B.  M.  Bradford  and,  I 
believe,  to  Mr.  AVirt  Adams,  as  well  as  to  many  other  prominent 
gentlemen  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana. 

Hoping  that  the  Almighty  God  may  bless  you  and  give  you  health  ■ 
and  strength,  which  are  my  daily  prayers  for  the  sake  of  our  country 
and  for  your  kind  family, 

I  remain,  your  Excellency's  truly  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Bonwell  Bach. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America. 

V.  S. — Letters  sent  to  me,  to  be  forwarded  to  Havana,  will  reach 
their  destination. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  23, 1SG1. 
Sir:  The  President  desires  that  you  should  proceed  to  London 
with  as  litle  delay  as  possible,  and  place  yourself  as  soon  as  you  may 
be  able  to  do  so  in  communication  with  the  Government.  The  events 
which  have  occurred  since  our  commissioners  had  their  first  interview 
with  Lord  John  Eussell  have  placed  our  claims  to  recogniton  in  a 
much  stronger  point  of  view.  But  in  presenting  the  case  once  more 
to  the  British  Government  you  ought  again  to  explain  the  true  posi- 
tion in  which  we  appear  before  the  world.  We  are  not  to  be  viewed 
as  revolted  provinces  or  rebellious  subjects  seeking  to  overthrow  the 
lawful  authority  of  a~  common  sovereign.  Neither  are  we  warring 
for  rights  of  a  doubtful  character  or  such  as  are  to  be  ascertained 
only  by  implication.  On  the  contrary,  the  Union  from  which  we 
have  withdrawn  was  founded  upon  the  express  stipulations  of  a  writ- 
ten instrument  which  established  a  Government  whose  powers  were 
to  be  exercised  for  certain  declared  purposes,  and  restricted  within 
well-defined  limits.  AVhen  a  sectional  and  dominant  majority  per- 
sistently violated  the  covenants  and  conditions  of  that  compact,  those 
States  whose  safety  and  well  being  depended  upon  the  performance 
of  these  covenants  were  justly  absolved  from  all  moral  obligation  to 
remain  in  such  a  Union.  And  when  the  Government  of  that  Union 
instead  of  affording  protection  to  their  social  system,  itself  threatened 
not  merely  to  disturb  the  peace  and  the  security  of  its  people,  but 
also  to  destroy  their  social  system,  the  States  thus  menaced  owed  it 
to  themselves  and  their  posterity  to  withdraw  immediately  from  a 
union  whose  very  bonds  prevented  them  from  defending  themselves 
against  such  dangers.  Such  were  the  causes  which  led  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  form  a  new  Union  to  be  composed  of  more  homo^ 
geneous  materials  and  interests. 
176429°— 22— vol  3 17 
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Experience  had  demonstrated  to  them  that  a  union  of  two  different 
and  hostile  social  systems  under  a  government  in  which  one  of  them 
■wielded  nearly  all  the  power  was  not  only  ill  assorted  but  dangerous 
in  the  extreme  to  the  weaker  section  -whose  scheme  of  society  was  thus 
tmprotected.  Prompted  by  these  teachings,  11  sovereign  States, 
bound  together  by  the  tie  of  a  common  social  system  and  by  the 
sympathies  of  identical  interests,  have  instituted  a  new  confederacy 
and  a  new  government  which  they  justly  hope  will  be  more  harmoniz- 
ing in  its  operation  and  more  permanent  in  its  existence.  In  forming 
this  government  they  seek  to  preserve  their  old  institutions,  and  pur- 
sue through  their  new  organic  law  the  very  ends  and  purposes  for 
which  as  they  believe  the  first  was  formed.  It  was  because  a  revolu- 
tion was  sought  to  be  made  in  the  spirit  and  ends  of  the  organic  law  of 
their  first  union  by  a  dominant  and  sectional  majority  operating 
through  the  machinery  of  a  government  which  was  in  their  hands  and 
placed  there  for  different  purposes,  that  the  Confederate  States  with- 
drew themselves  from  the  jurisdiction  of  such  a  government  and  es- 
tablished another  for  themselves.  Their  example  therefore  furnishes 
no  precedent  for  the  overthrow  of  the  lawful  authority  of  a  regular 
government  by  revolutionary  violence  nor  does  it  encourage  a  resort 
to  factious  tumult  and  civil  war  by  irresponsible  bodies  of  men.  On 
the  contrary  their  union  has  been  formed  through  the  regular  action 
of  the  sovereign  States  composing  the  Confederacy  and  it  lias  estab- 
lished a  government  competent  to  the  discharge  of  all  its  civil"  func- 
tions and  entirely  responsible  both  in  war  and  peace  for  all  its 
actions.  Nor  has  that  government  shown  itself  unmindful  of  the 
obligation  which  its  people  incurred  whilst  their  States  were  mem- 
bers of  the  former  union.  On  the  contrary  one  of  their  first  acts  was 
to  send  commissioners  to  the  Government  at  Washington  to  adjust 
amicably  all  subjects  of  difference  and  to  provide  for  a  peaceable 
separation  and  a  fair  satisfaction  of  the  mutual  claims  of  the  two 
confederacies.  These  commissioners  were  not  received  and  all  offers 
for  a  peaceful  accommodation  were  contemptuously  rejected. 

The  authority  of  our  Government  itself  was  denied,  its  people  de- 
nounced as  rebels,  and  a  war  was  waged  against  them  which,  if  car- 
ried on  in  the  spirit  it  was  proclaimed,  must  be  the  most  sanguinary 
and  barbarous  which  has  been  known  for  centuries  among  civilized 
people.  The  Confederate  States  have  thus  been  forced  to  take  un 
arms  in  defense  of  their  right  to  self-government,  and  in  the  name 
of  that  sacred  right  they  have  appealed  to  the  nations  of  the  earth 
not  for  material  aid  or  alliances  offensive  and  defensive,  but  for  the 
moral  weight  which  they  would  derive  from  holding  a  recog- 
nized place  as  a  free  and  independent  people.  In  askinsr  for  tins 
they  feel  that  they  will  not  receive  more  than  thev  will  give  in  re- 
turn, and  they  offer,  as  they  think,  a  full  equivalent  for  any  favor 
that  may  thus  be  granted  them.  Diplomatic  relations  are  estab- 
lished mainly  to  protect  human  intercourse  and  to  adjust  peaceably 
the  differences  which  spring  from  such  intercourse  or  arise  out  of 
the  conflicting  interests  of  society.  The  advantages  of  such  an  in- 
tercourse are  mutual,  and  in  general,  as  between  nations,  anv  one 
of  them  receives  as  much  as  it  sires,  to  say  nothing  of  the  well-beino- 
ot  human  society  which  is  promoted  by  'placing  its  relations  under 
the  protection  and  restraints  of  public  law.     It  would  seem,  then, 
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that  a  new  confederacy  asking  to  establish  diplomatic  relations  with 
the  world  ought  not  to  be  required  to  do  more  than  to  present  itself 
through  a  government  competent  to  discharge  its  civil  functions  and 
strong  enough  to  be  responsible  for  its  actions  to  the  other  nations 
of  the  earth.  After  this  is  shown,  the  great  interests  of  peace  and 
the  general  good  of  society  would  seeem  to  require  that  a  speedy 
recognition  should  follow/  It  can  not  be  difficult  to  show  in  our 
case  a  strict  compliance  with  these,  the  just  conditions  of  our  recog- 
nition as  an  independent  people. 

If  Ave  were  pleading  for  favors,  we  might  ask  and  find  more  than 
one  precedent  in  British  history  for  granting  the  request  that  we  be 
recognized  for  the  sake  of  that  sacred  right  of  self-government  for 
which  we  are  this  day  in  arms,  and  which  we  have  been  taught  to 
prize  by  the  teachings,  the  traditions,  and  the  example  of  the  race 
from  which  we  have  sprung.  But  we  do  not  place  ourselves  before 
the  bar  of  nations  to  ask  for  favors;  we  seek  for  what  we  believe 
to  be  justice  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  justice  to  the  great  interests 
of  peace  and  humanity.  If  the  recognition  of  our  independence  must 
finally  come,  and  if  it  be  only  a  work  of  time,  it  seems  to  be  the  duty 
of  each  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  throw  the  moral  weight  of 
its  recognition  into  the  scale  of  peace  as  soon  as  possible.  For  to 
delay  will  only  be  to  prolong  unnecessarily  the  sufferings  of  war. 
If.  then,  our  Government  can  be  shown  to  be  such  as  [has]  been 
here  described,  we  shall  place  ourselves  in  the  position  of  a  people 
who  are  entitled  to  a  recognition  of  their  independence.  The  physical 
and  moral  elements  of  our  Confederacy,  its  great  but  undeveloped 
capacities,  and  its  developed  strength  as  proved  by  the  history  of 
the  conflict  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  ought  to  satisfy  the  world 
of  the  responsible  character  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States.  The  11  States  now  confederated  together  cover  733,144  square 
miles  of  territory,  and  embrace  9,244.000  people;  this  territory, 
large  enough  to  become  the  seat  of  an  immense  power,  embraces  not 
only  all  the  best  varieties  of  climate  and  production  known  to  the 
Temperate  Zone,  but  also  the  great  staples  of  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar, 
and  rice.  It  teems  with  the  resources,  both  moral  and  physical,  of 
a  great  empire,  and  nothing  is  wanted  but  time  and  peace  for  their 
development.  To  these  States  there  will  probably  be  added  here- 
after Maryland,  Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  whose  interests  and  sym- 
pathies must  bind  them  to  the  South. 

If  these  are  added,  the  Confederate  States  will  embrace  850,000 
square  miles  of  territory  and  twelve  and  a  half  millions  of  people, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  once  common  territories  west  of  these  States 
which  will  probably  fall  into  the  new  Confederacy.  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  such  a  people,  and  with  such  resources,  can  be  subdued 
in  war,  when  subjugation  is  to  be  followed  by  such  consequences 
as  would  result  from  their  conquest?  If  such  a  supposition  pre- 
vails anywhere,  it  can  find  no  countenance  in  the  history  of  the 
contest  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  In  the  commencement  of  this 
struggle  our  enemies  had  in  their  possession  the  machinerv  of  the 
old  Government.  The  Naval  and.  for  the  most  part,  the  Military 
Establishments  were  in  their  hands.  They  had,  too,  most  of  the 
accumulated  capital  and  nearly  all  the  manufacturers  of  arms,  ord- 
nance, and  of  the  necessaries  of  life.     They  had  all  the  means  of 
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striking  us  hard  blows  before  we  could  be  ready  to  return  them. 
And  yet  in  the  face  of  all  this  we  have  instituted  a  Government 
and  placed  more  than  200,000  men  in  the  field,  with  an  adequate 
staff  and  commissariat.  A  still  larger  number  of  men  are  ready  to 
take  the  field  if  it  should  become  necessary,  and  experience  has  shown 
that  the  only  limit  to  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  give  what  may 
be  required  for  the  war  is  to  be  found  in  their  ability.  The  enemy, 
with  greatly  superior  numbers,  have  been  routed  in  pitched  battles 
at  Bethel  and  Manassas,  in  Virginia,  and  their  recent  defeat  at 
Springfield,  Mo.,  was  almost  as  signal  as  that  of  Manassas.  The 
comparatively  little  foothold  which  they  have  had  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  is  gradually  being  lost,  and  after  six  months  of  war,  in 
which  they  employed  their  best  resources,  it  may  truly  be  said  they 
are  much  further  from  the  conquest  of  the  Southern  States  than  they 
seemed  to  be  when  the  struggle  commenced. 

The  Union  feeling  which  was  supposed  to  exist  largely  in  the 
South,  and  which  was  known  to  us  to  be  imaginary,  is  now  shown 
in  the  true  light  to  all  mankind.  Never  were  any  people  more 
united  than  are  those  of  the  Confederate  States  in  their  purpose  to 
maintain  their  independence  at  any  cost  of  life  and  treasure,  nor  is 
there  a  party  to  be  found  anywhere  in  these  States  which  professes 
a  desire  for  a  reunion  Avith  the  United  States.  Nothing  could  prove 
this  unanimity  of  feeling  more  strongly  than  the  fact  that  this  im- 
mense army  may  be  said  to  have  taken  the  field  spontaneously  and 
faster  almost  than  the  Government  could  provide  for  its  organization 
and  equipment.  But  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  people  sup- 
plied all  deficiencies  until  the  Government  could  come  to  their  assist- 
ance, as  it  has  done,  with  the  necessary  military  establishments. 
And  what  is  perhaps  equally  remarkable,  it  may  be  said  with  truth 
that  there  has  been  no  judicial  execution  for  a  political  offense  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  war,  and  so  far  as  military  offenses  are  con- 
cerned our  prisons  would  be  empty  if  it  were  not  for  a  few  captured 
spies.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  it  would  be  proper  in  the  Government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  recognize  our  independence.  If  it  be  obvious  that  the  Con- 
federate States  can  not  be  conquered  in  this  struggle,  then  the  sooner 
the  strife  be  ended  the  better  for  the  cause  of  peace  and  the  inter- 
ests of  mankind.  Under  such  circumstances,  to  fail  to  throw  the 
great  moral  influence  of  such  a  recognition  into  the  scale  of  peace 
when  this  may  be  done  without  risk  or  danger  may  be  to  share  in  the 
responsibility  for  the  longer  continuance  of  an  unnecessary  war. 
This  is  a  consideration  which  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  some  weight 
with  a  nation  which  leads  so  largely,  as  does  that  of  Great  Britain, 
in  the  progress  of  Christian  civilization. 

That  the  British  people  have  a  deep  political  and  commercial  inter- 
est in  the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
must  be  obvious  to  all.  Their  real  interest  in  that  event  is  only  a  little 
less  than  our  own.  The  great  question  of  cotton  supply,  which  has 
occupied  their  attention  so  justly  and  so  anxiously  for  some  years 
past,  will  then  be  satisfactorily  settled.  Whilst  the  main  source  of 
cotton  production  was  in  the  hands  of  such  a  power  as  that  of  the 
late  United  States  and  controlled  by  those  who  were  disposed  to  use 
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that  control  to  acquire  the  supremacy  in  navigation,  commerce,  and 
manufactures  over  all  rivals,  there  was  just  cause  for  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  nations  who  were  largely  dependent  upon  this  source  of  sup- 
ply for  the  raw  material  of  important  manufactures.  But  the  case 
will  be  far  different  when  peace  is  conquered  and  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States  is  acknowledged.  Within  these  States  must 
be  found  for  years  to  come  the  great  source  of  cotton  supply.  So 
favorable  a  combination  of  soil,  climate,  and  labor  is  nowhere  else 
to  be  found.  Their  capacity  for  increased  production  has  so  far 
kept  pace  with  the  increased  demand,  and  in  time  of  peace  it  prom- 
ises to  do  so  for  a  long  while  to  come.  In  the  question  of  the  supply 
of  this  great  staple  there  is  a  world-wide  interest,  and  if  the  nations 
of  the  earth  could  choose  for  themselves  a  single  depository  for  such 
an  interest  perhaps  none  could  be  found  to  act  so  impartially  in  that 
capacity  as  the  Confederacy  of  Southern  States.  Their  great  interest 
is  and  will  be  for  the  long  time  to  come  in  the  production  and  ex- 
portation of  the  important  staples  so  much  sought  by  the  rest  of  the 
world.  It  would  be  long  before  they  would  become  the  rivals  of  those 
who  are  largely  concerned  in  navigation,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce. On  the  contrary,  these  interests  would  make  them  valuable 
customers  and  bind  them  to  the  policy  of  free  trade.  Their  early 
legislation,  which  has  thrown  open  their  navigation,  foreign  and 
coasting,  to  the  free  competition  of  all  nations  and  which  has  imposed 
the  lowest  duties  on  imports  consistent  with  their  necessary  revenue 
wants,  proves  the  natural  tendency  of  their  commercial  policy.  Under 
such  circumstances  the  supply  of  cotton  to  Great  Britain  would  be 
as  abundant,  as  cheap,  and  as  certain  as  if  these  States  were  them- 
selves her  colonies. 

The  establishment  of  such  an  empire,  committed,  as  it  would  be,  to 
the  policy  of  free  trade  by  its  interests  and  traditions,  would  seem  to 
be  a  matter  of  primary  importance  to  the  progress  of  human  industry 
and  the  great  cause  of  human  civilization.  It  would  be  of  the  deep- 
est interest  to  such  a  government  to  preserve  peace  and  to  improve 
its  opportunities  for  the  pursuit  of  the  useful  arts.  The  residue  of 
the  world  would  find  here,  too,  sources  of  supply  of  more  than  one 
of  the  great  staples  in  which  manufactures  and  commerce  are  most 
deeply  interested,  and  these  sources  would  probably  prove  to  be  not 
only  constant,  as  being  little  likely  to  be  troubled  by  the  chances  of 
war,  but  also  of  easy  access  to  all  who  might  desire  to  resort  to  them. 
In  presenting  the  great  importance  of  this  question  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  in  its  connection  with  their  material  interests 
you  will  not  omit  its  bearing  upon  the  future  political  relations  be- 
tween the  old  and  the  new  world.  With  a  balance  of  power  estab- 
lished between  the  great  confederacies  on  the  North  American  Con- 
tinent, the  fears  of  a  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the  world  from  the 
desire  for  the  annexation  of  contiguous  territory  on  the  part  of  a 
vast  and  overshadowing  political  and  military  organization  will  be 
dissipated.  Under  the  former  Union  the  slave-holding  States  had 
an  interest  in  the  acquisition  of  territory  suitable  to  their  institutions, 
in  order  to  establish  a  balance  of  power  within  the  Government  for 
their  own  protection.  This  reason  no  longer  exists,  as  the  Confed- 
erate States  have  sought  that  protection  by  a  separation  from  the 
Union  in  which  their  rights  were  endangered. 
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It  is  manifest  from  the  nature  of  the  interests  that  the  Southern 
Confederacy  in  entering  as  a  new  member  in  the  family  of  nations 
■would  exercise  not  a  disturbing  but  a  harmonizing  influence  on 
human  society,  for  it  would  not  only  desire  peace  itself  but  to  some 
extent  become  a  bond  of  peace  amongst  others.  In  offering  these 
views  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  you  will  be  able  to  say 
with  truth  that  you  present  a  case  precisely  and  entirely  within  the 
principles  upon  which  it  has  acted  since  1821,  principles  so  well  stated 
by  Lord  John  Russell  in  his  dispatches  upon  the  Italian  question 
that  they  can  not  be  better  defined  than  in  his  own  words.  In  his 
letter  to  Lord  Cowley  of  the  15th  November,  1859,  after  adverting 
to  the  action  of  Great  Britain  in  1821  in  regard  to  the  declarations  of 
the  Congresses  of  Troppau  and  Laybach,  in  1823  in  regard  to  the 
Congress  of  Verona,  and  1825,  1827,  and  1830  in  the  cases  of  the 
South  American  Republics,  of  Greece,  and  of  Belgium  he  says: 
"Thus  in  these  five  instances  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  appears  to 
have  been  directed  by  a  consistent  principle.  She  uniformly  with- 
held her  consent  to  acts  of  intervention  by  force  to  alter  the  internal 
government  of  other  nations ;  she  uniformly  gave  her  countenance  and, 
if  necessary,  her  aid  to  consolidate  the  de  facto  governments  which 
arose  in  Europe  or  America."  To  recognize  the  Confederate  States 
as  an  independent  power  would  be  to  give  her  countenance  to  con- 
solidate a  de  facto  government  in  America  which  is  already  supported 
by  a  force  strong  enough  to  defend  it  against  all  probable  assaults. 
To  withhold  that  recognition  would  certainly  encourage  the  armed 
intervention  of  a  government  now  foreign  to  us  for  the  purpose  of 
altering  the  internal  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica. In  his  letter  of  December  3,  1859,  to  Lord  A.  Loftus  in  regard 
to  the  controversy  between  Austria  and  her  Provinces  he  says : 
"We,  at  least,  are  convinced  that  an  authority  restored  by  force" of 
arms,  maintained  by  force  of  arms,  constantly  opposed  by  the  na- 
tional wishes,  would  afford  no  solid  and  durable  basis  for  the  pacifi- 
cation and  welfare  of  Italy."  Is  not  this  sentiment  still  more 
applicable  to  the  contest  now  being  waged  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Confederate  States? 

Again,  in  his  dispatch  of  November  26,  1859,  to  Earl  Cowlev,  he 
declared  that  "  it  would  be  an  invidious  task  to  discuss  the  reasons 
which,  in  the  view  of  the  people  of  central  Italv.  justified  their  acts. 
It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  since  the  peace  of  1815  her  Majesty's 
predecessors  have  recognized  the  separation  of  the  Spanish  colonies 
in  South  America  from  Spain,  of  Greece  from  the  dominion  of  the 
Siiltan,  and  of  Belgium  from  Holland.  In  the  opinion  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  the  reason  adduced  in  favor  of  these  separa- 
tions were  not  stronger  than  those  which  have  been  alleged  at  Flor- 
ence, Parma,  Modena,  and  Bologna  in  justification  of  the  course 
the  people  of  those  States  have  pursued."  Were  the  reasons 
•alleged"  in  the  States  of  Florence,  Parma,  Modena,  and  Boloona 
whose  people  are  thus  assumed  to  be  the  judges  in  a  matter  so 
nearly  touching  their  happiness  as  their  internal  government,  at  all 
stronger  than  those  "alleged"  by  the  people  of  the  11  sovereign 
Mates  now  confederated  together  for  withdrawing  from  a  union 
formed  by  a  voluntary  compact  upon  conditions  which  were  persist- 
ently violated  and  with  covenants  essential  to  their  domestic  renose 
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openly  threatened  to  be  broken?  But  appended  to  this  letter  of 
instructions  you  will  find  more  extended  extracts  from  the  letters 
here  referred  to  for  your  especial  reference.  There  is  yet  another 
question  of  great  practical  importance  to  us  and  to  the  vrorld  which 
you  will  present  on  the  first  proper  occasion  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Government. 

It  was  declared  by  the  five  great  powers  at  the  conference  of  Paris 
that  'k  blockades  to  be  binding  must  be  effectual,"  a  principle  long 
since  sanctioned  by  leading  publicists  and  now  acknowledged  by 
nearly  all  civilized  nations.  You  will  be  furnished  with  abundant 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  blockade  of  the  coasts  of  the  Confederate 
States  has  not  been  effectual  or  of  such  a  character  as  to  the  binding 
according  to  the  declaration  of  the  conference  at  Paris.  Such  being 
the  case  it  may  perhaps  be  fairly  urged  that  the  five  great  powers 
owe  it  to  their  own  consistency  and  to  the  world  to  make  good  a 
declaration  thus  solemnly  made.  Propositions  of  such  gravity  and 
emanating  from  sources  so  high  may  fairly  be  considered  as  affecting 
the  general  business  relations  of  human  society  and  as  controlling  in 
a  great  degree  the  calculations  and  arrangements  of  nations  so  far  as 
they  are  concerned  in  the  rules  thus  laid  down.  Men  have  a  right  to 
presume  that  a  law  thus  proclaimed  will  be  universally  maintained 
by  those  who  have  the  power  to  do  so  and  who  have  taken  it  upon 
themselves  to  watch  over  its  execution,  nor  will  any  suppose  that  par- 
ticular states  or  cases  would  be  exempted  from  its  operation  under 
the  influence  of  partiality  or  favor.  If  therefore  we  can  prove  the 
blockade  to  have  been  inetfecutal,  we  perhaps  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  tli£  nations  assenting  to  this  declaration  of  the  conference  at 
Paris  will  not  consider  it  to  be  binding.  We  are  fortified  in  this  ex- 
pectation not  only  by  their  own  declarations  but  by  the  nature  of 
the  interests  affected  by  the  blockade.  So  far  at  least  it  has  been 
proved  that  the  only  certain  and  sufficient  source  of  cotton  supply  has 
been  found  in  the  Confederate  States.  It  is  probable  that  there  are 
more  people  without  than  within  the  Confederate  States  who  derive 
the"ir  means  of  living  from  the  various  uses  which  are  made  of  this 
important  staple. 

A  war  therefore  which  shuts  up  this  great  source  of  supply  from 
the  general  uses  of  mankind  is  directed  as  much  against  those  who 
transport  and  manufacture  cotton  as  against  those  who  produce  the 
raw  material.  Innocent  parties  who  are  thus  affected  insist  that  a 
right  whose  exercise  operates  so  unfavorably  on  them  shall  only  ba 
used  within  the  strictest  limits  of  public  law.  Would  it  not  be  a 
movement  more  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  insist 
that  amongst  the  many  efficient  means  of  waging  war  this  one  should 
be  excepted  in  deference  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  so  many 
of  whom  depend  for  their  means  of  living  upon  a  ready  and  easy 
access  to  the  greatest  and  cheapest  cotton  market  in  the  world.  If  for 
the  general  benefit  of  commerce  some  of  its  great  routes  have  been 
neutralized  so  as  to  be  unaffected  by  the  chances  of  war,  might  not 
another  interest  of  a  greater  and  more  world-wide  importance  claim 
at  least  so  much  consideration  as  to  demand  the  benefit  of  every  pre- 
sumption in  favor  of  its  protection  against  all  the  chances  of  war 
save  those  which  arise  under  the  strictest  rules  of  public  law.    This 
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is  a  question  of  almost  as  much  interest  to  the  world  at  large  as  it  is 
to  the  Confederate  States.  No  belligerent  can  claim  the  right  thus  to 
injure  innocent  parties  by  such  a  blockade  except  to  the  extent  that 
it  can  be  shown  to  furnish  the  legitimate,  or  perhaps  Ave  might  go 
still  further  and  say  the  necessary  means  to  prosecute  the  war  suc- 
cessfully. If  it  has  become  obvious,  as  would  now  seem  to  be  the  case, 
that  no  blockade  which  they  can  maintain  will  enable  the  United 
States  to  subdue  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  upon  what  plea 
can  its  further  continuance  be  justified  to  third  parties  who  are  so 
deeply  interested  in  a  ready  and  easy  access  to  the  cheapest  and  most 
abundant  sources  of  cotton  supply.  Perhaps  we  had  the  right  to 
expect,  inasmuch  as  by  the  proclamation  of  her  Britannic  Majesty, 
neutrality  had  been  declared  as  between  the  belligerents,  that  one  of 
the  parties  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  close  the  ports  of  the  other 
by  a  mere  proclamation  of  blockade  without  an  adequate  force  to 
sustain  it. 

In  presenting  the  various  views  contained  in  this  letter  of  in- 
structions, you  will  say  that  they  are  offered  as  much  in  the  general 
interests  of  mankind  as  in  our  own.  We  do  not  ask  for  assistance  to 
enable  us  to  maintain  our  independence  against  any  power  which  has 
yet  assailed  us.  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States  believes 
that  he  can  not  be  mistaken  in  supposing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
nations  of  the  earth  by  a  prompt  recognition  to  throw  the  weight 
of  their  moral  influence  against  the  unnecessary  prolongation  of  the 
war.  Whether  the  case  now  presented  be  one  for  such  action,  he  is 
perhaps  not  the  most  impartial  judge.  He  has  discharged  his  duty  to 
other  nations  when  he  has  presented  to  their  knowledge  the  facts 
to  which  their  only  sure  access  is  through  himself,  in  such  a  manner 
as  will  enable  them  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  responsibilities  to 
the  world  according  to  their  own  sense  of  right.  But  while  he  neither 
feels  nor  affects  an  indifference  to  the  decision  of  the  world  upon 
these  questions  which  deeply  concern  the  interests  qf  the  Confederate 
States,  he  does  not  present  their  claim  to  a  recognized  place  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth  from  the  belief  that  any  such  recognition  is 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  achieve  and  secure'  their  independence. 
Such  an  act  might  diminish  the  sufferings  and  shorten  the  duration 
of  an  unnecessary  war;  but  with  or  without  it  he  believes  that  the 
Confederate  States  under  the  guidance  of  a  kind  and  over-ruling 
Providence  will  make  good  their  title  to  freedom  and  independence 
and  to  a  recognized  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  When  you 
are  officially  recognized  by  the  British  Government  and  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  two  countries  are  thus  fully  established,  you 
will  request  an  audience  of  her  Majesty  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting your  letters  accrediting  you  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate  States  near  her  Majesty, 
and  in  that  capacity  you  are  empowered  to  negotiate  such  treaties  as 
the  mutual  interests  of  both  countries  may  require,  subject,  of  course, 
to  the  approval  of  the  President  and  the  coordinate  branch  of  the 
treaty-making  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

rr       t  „  ™  E M- T-  Hunter. 

Hon,  James  M.  Mason. 
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Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  /September  83,  1861. 

Sir:  Along  with  this  you  will  receive  your  letter  of  credence  to 
the  Government  of  France,  to  which  the  President  desires  you  to 
present  yourself  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  claims  for  recognition  as 
an  independent  people  have  been  made  much  stronger  by  events 
which  have  occurred  since  they  were  first  presented  by  our  commis- 
sioners. But  before  reinforcing  those  claims  you  will  not  fail  to 
place  the  Confederate  States  in  their  true  position  before  the  Govern- 
ment of  France.  You  will  show  that  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as 
revolted  provinces  or  rebellious  subjects  seeking  to  overthrow  by 
revolutionary  violence  the  just  authority  of  a  lawful  sovereign ;  but 
on  the  contrary  they  stand  before  the  %world  as  organized  parties 
maintaining  their  right  to  self-government,  with  sufficient  strength 
to  make  good  their  claim,  and  so  organized  as  to  be  morally  and 
politically  responsible  for  their  actions.  Their  first  union  was 
formed  b}'  a  compact  between  sovereign  and  independent  States  upon 
covenants  and  conditions  expressly  stipulated  in  a  written  instru- 
ment called  the  Constitution.  In  that  union  the  States  constituted 
the  units  or  integers  and  were  bound  to  it  only  because  the  people  of 
each  of  them  acceded  to  it  in  their  separate  capacities  through  the 
acts  of  their  representatives. 

That  confederacy  was  designed  to  unite  under  one  government 
two  great  and  diverse  social  systems,  under  one  or  the  other  of  which 
all  the  States  might  be  classified.  As  these  two  social  systems  were 
unequally  represented  in  the  common  government,  it  was  sought  to 
protect  one  against  a  warfare  which  might  be  waged  by  the  other 
through  the  forms  of  law  by  carefully  defined  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions upon  the  power  of  the  majority  in  the  common  government. 
Without  such  restrictions  and  limitations  it  is  known  historically 
that  the  Union  could  not  have  been  formed  originally.  But  the 
dominant  majority,  which  at  last  proved  to  be  sectional  in  its  char- 
acter, not  only  used  the  machinery  of  a  government  which  they 
wielded  to  plunder  the  minority  through  unequal  legislation  in  the 
shape  of  protective  tariffs  and  appropriations  made  for  their  own 
benefit,  but,  proceeding  from  step  to  step,  they  waged  through  the 
forms  of  law  a  war  upon  the  social  system  of  the  slave-holding 
States  and  threatened  when  fully  armed  with  political  power  to  use 
the  Government  itself  to  disturb  the  domestic  peace  of  those  States. 
Finding  that  the  covenants  and  conditions  upon  which  the  Union 
was  formed  were  not  only  persistently  violated,  but  that  the  common 
government  itself,  then  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  sectional  majority, 
was  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  warring  upon  the  domestic  insti- 
tutions which  it  was  bound  by  express  stipulations  to  protect,  11  of 
the  slave-holding  States  felt  it  to  be  due  to  themselves  to  withdraw 
from  a  union  where  the  conditions  upon  which  it  was  formed  either 
had  been  or  were  certainly  about  to  be  violated. 

They  were  thus  compelled  to  withdraw  from  a  Government  which 
not  only  abdicated  its  duty  to  protect  the  domestic  institutions  of 
15  States,  but,  on  the  one  hand,  threatened  those  institutions  with 
war,  and,  on  the  other,  withheld  from  the  people  interested  in  them 
the  means  of  self-defense.  The  11  Confederate  States  were  thus 
forced  in  self-defense  to  abandon  a  union  whose  ends  were  thus  per- 
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verted  not  from  any  passion  for  novelty  or  from  any  change  of  pur- 
pose, but  to  attain' under  a  new  confederacy  of  more  homogeneous 
materials  and  interests  the  very  ends  and  objects  for  which  the  first 
was  formed.  It  was  amongst  the  first  of  these  objects  to  obtain  a 
government  whose  authority  should  rest  upon  the  assent  of  the  gov- 
erned and  whose  action  should  represent  also  their  will.  It  was  for 
the  sacred  right  of  self-government  that  they  have  been  forced  to 
take  up  arms,  and  not  to  escape  the  just  obligations  incurred  under 
the  compact  upon  which  the  first  union  was  formed.  On  the  con- 
trary, one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  was  to  send  commissioners  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  adjust  amicably  and  fairly  all  questions  of  property  and 
responsibility  which  hadbeen  jointly  acquired  or  incurred  by  all  the 
States  when" embraced  in  the  same  union.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  refused  to  receive  these  commissioners,  the  authority 
of  their  Government  was  denied,  their  people  were  denounced  as 
rebels  and  threatened  with  coercion  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  On 
the  part  of  the  Confederate  States  the  war  in  its  inception  was  one 
of  self-defense,  and  it  has  been  waged  since  by  them  with  no  other 
end  than  to  maintain  their  right  to  self-government.  It  is  in  the 
name  of  the  sacred  right  of  self-government  that  the  Confederate 
States  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  and 
submit  their  claims  for  a  recognized  place  amongst  them.  They 
approach  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  France  with  the  more  confidence 
as  he  has  lately  championed  this  great  cause  in  the  recent  Italian 
question,  so  much  to  the  glory  of  himself  and  the  great  people  over 
whom  he  rules.  In  asking  for  this  recognition  the  Government  of 
the  Confederate  States  believes  that  it  seeks  for  no  more  than  it 
offers  in  return.  The  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  between 
nations  tends  to  the  protection  of  human  intercourse  by  affording 
the  means  of  a  peaceful  solution  of  all  difficulties  which  may  arise  in 
its  progress  and  by  facilitating  a  mutual  interchange  of  good  offices 
for  the  purposes  of  maintaining  and  extending  it. 

In  this  all  nations  have  an  interest,  and  the  advantages  of  such  an 
intercourse  are  mutual  and  reciprocal.  The  only  preliminary  con- 
ditions to  the  recognition  of  a  nation  seeking  an  acknowledged  place 
in  the  world  would  seem  to  be  the  existence  of  a  sufficient  strength 
within  the  Government  to  support  and  maintain  it  and  such  a  social 
and  political  organization  as  will  secure  its  responsibility  for  its 
international  obligations.  It  will  be  easy  to  show  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  is  fully  able  to  meet  the 
requisitions  of  these  tests.  "When  we  look  to  the  undeveloped  capaci- 
ties as  well  as  the  developed  strength  of  the  Confederate  States  we 
can  not  doubt  that  they  are  destined  to  become  the  seat  of  a  great 
empire  at  no  distant  day.  The  11  Confederate  States  alreadv  com- 
prise 733.144  square  miles  of  territorv,  with  a  population  of  fl.244.000 
people.  If  to  this  we  add  the  three  States  of  Maryland,  Missouri, 
and  Kentucky,  all  of  which  will  probablv  find  themselves  con- 
strained as  well  by  interest  as  inclination  'to  unite  their  fortunes 
with  the  Confederate  States,  then  these  will  embrace  territory  of 
850,000  square  miles,  with  a  population  of  twelve  and  a  half  'mil- 
lions of  people.  This  estimate  excludes  a  large  territorv  not  yet 
organized  into  States,  and  which  in  the  end  will  probablv  fall  into 
the  Southern  Confederacy.    The  territory  of  the  Confederate  States 
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as  they  now  stand  embraces  all  the  best  varieties  of  climate  and  pro- 
duction known  to  the  Temperate  Zone. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  produces  the  great  staples  of  cotton,  sugar, 
tobacco,  and  rice,  to  say  nothing  of  naval  stores  which  are  now 
exported  from  it  and  of  provisions  which  it  is  capable  of  producing 
in  excess  of  the  wants  of  its  people.  This  vast  region  already  enjoys, 
through  its  rivers,  a  great  system  of  water  communication,  and  8.844 
miles  of  railroad,  running  for  the  most  part  transversely  to  these 
rivers,  diversify  and  multiply  the  channels  of  commerce  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  promise  a  speedy  development  of  the  vast  resources  of 
the  new  empire.  If  peace  were  now  established,  it  is  not  extravagant 
to  suppose  that  the  exports  of  the  Confederate  States  would  within 
a  year  reach  the  value  of  $250,000,000. 

"With  a  crop  of  4.500.000,  or  perhaps  even  5,000,000,  bales  of  cot- 
ton, most  of  which  would  be  exported,  together  with  its  tobacco, 
sugar,  rice,  and  naval  stores,  it  would  easily  send  abroad  the  value 
just  named.  But,  without  reference  to  its  undeveloped  capacities, 
you  may  show  that  they  have  exhibited  strength  enough  to  maintain 
their  independence  against  any  power  which  has  as  yet  assailed  them. 
The  United  States  commenced  this  struggle  with  vast  odds  in  their 
favor.  The  Military  and  Naval  Establishments  were  in  their 
hands;  they  were  also  in  possession  of  the  prestige  and  machinery 
of  an  old  and  established  Government.  Many  of  the  forts  and 
strongholds  of  the  Confederate  States  were  in  their  hands.  They 
had  most  of  the  accumulated  wealth  of  the  country  and  nearly  all  the 
manufactories  of  the  munitions  of  war,  and  even  of  the  necessaries 
of  life.  Add  to  all  these  advantages  the  greater  population  of  that 
Union,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  self -supporting  power  of  the 
new  Confederacy  has  been  exposed  to  the  severest  tests  and  rudest 
trial.  And  yet  the  Confederate  armies  have  conquered  in  every 
pitched  battle,  and  that  with  great  odds  against  them. 

At  Bethel  and  Manassas,  in  Virginia,  and  at  Springfield,  in'  Mis- 
souri, the  United  States  troops  have  been  routed  at  great  loss  and 
without  dispute.  The  foothold  which  the  United  States  troops  at 
first  acquired  within  the  Confederate  States  is  being  rapidly  lost, 
and  the  United  States  Government  has  given  manifest  evidences  of 
its  fears  that  its  seat  of  Government  may  be  wrested  from  it.  This 
exhibition  of  strength  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States,  which 
was  so  unexpected  by  its  enemies,  proves  that  its  moral  are  greater 
even  than  its  physical  resources  for  the  purposes  of  this  struggle. 

Without  an  army  and  with  a  new  Government,  whose  necessary 
establishments  were  all  to  be  formed  in  the  midst  of  a  civil  war,  the 
Confederate  States  not  only  manifested  their  military  superiority  in 
the  first  pitched  battles  but  have  already  placed  more  than  200*.000 
men  in  the  field  who  are  armed,  equipped,  and  regularly  supplied  by 
the  necessary  establishments.  These  sprang  into  existence  almost  by 
the  spontaneous  efforts  of  the  people  and  came  into  the  field  faster 
even  than  the  Government  could  prepare  for  them.  But  voluntary 
contributions  and  aid  supplied  all  deficiencies  until  the  necessary 
military  establishments  were  formed.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  the 
new  confederacy  has  given  all  the  evidence  in  proof  of  its  power  to 
maintain  its  independence  which  could  reasonably  be  asked.  That 
its  organization  is  such  as  to  insure  its  responsibility  for  the  dis- 


268  LIST   OF   PAPERS. 

charge  of  international  duties  will  also  appear  upon  an  impartial 
examination  of  the  question.  The  action  of  the  Confederate  States 
in  their  separation  from  the  old  Union  presents  within  itself  the 
evidence  of  their  persistency  of  purpose  and  affords  a  guaranty  for 
the  stability  of  their  institutions  so  far  as  these  may  be  dependent 
upon  their  own  will.  They  have  preserved  the  same  form  of  govern- 
ment which  their  forefathers  established,  with  the  exception  of  such 
changes  alone  as  would  make  its  machinery  more  suitable  for  the 
ends  and  purjioses  for  which  it  was  created.  It  was  not  to  change 
but  to  preserve  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  the  original  Consti- 
tution was  adopted  that  they  separated  from  a  union  which  had 
ceased  to  respect  them. 

They  have  neither  changed  their  form  of  government  nor  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  framed ;  they  have  only  changed  the  parties 
to  the  confederacy  to  secure  a  faithful  execution  of  the  compact  upon 
which  alone  they  were  willing  to  unite.  The  former  union  had 
failed  to  accomplish  its  original  ends  for  the  want  of  a  homogeneous 
character  in  the  parties  to  it,  and  having  left  it  for  that  cause  there 
can  be  no  reason  to  expect  its  reconstruction  with  the  same  dis- 
cordant elements  whose  jarring  had  destroyed  it  before.  The  whole 
course,  then,  of  the  Confederate  States  argues  a  consistency  of  pur- 
pose and  promises  a  stability  for  the  Government  which  they  have 
formed  which,  together  with  the  resources  already  exhibited  by  them, 
give  a  reasonable  assurance  of  their  entire  responsibility  for  the  dis- 
charge of  all  their  duties  and  obligations,  domestic  and  international. 
A  people  who  present  themselves  under  such  circumstances  for  a 
recognized  place  amongst  nations  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  the 
grant  of  such  a  request.  They  do  not  seek  for  material  aid  or  as- 
sistance or  for  alliances  defensive  and  offensive.  They  ask  nothing 
which  can  endanger  the  peace  or  prosperity  of  those  who  may  grant 
it.  They  desire  only  to  be  placed  in  a  position  in  which  their  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  the  world  may  be  conducted  with  the  sanction 
of  public  law  and  under  the  protection  of  agents  whose  authority  is 
recognized  by  nations.  They  seek  the  moral  influence  which  the  act 
of  recognition  may  give  them  and  nothing  more. 

If  it  be  manifest  that  the  war  of  conquest  now  waged  against  them 
can  not  succeed,  then  the  act  of  recognition  is  a  mere  question  of 
time.  If  the  fact  be  as  stated  the  tendency  of  the  act  of  recognition 
would  be  to  prevent  the  further  continuance  of  an  unnecessary  war 
and  the  useless  effusion  of  blood.  It  may  well  be  doubted  if  under 
such  circumstances  the  nation  which  thus  refuses  to  throw  the  moral 
weight  of  its  influence  in  the  scale  of  peace  does  not  share  in  some 
of  the  responsibilities  for  the  continuance  of  an  unnecessary  war 
which  it  might  have  done  something  to  conclude  without  risk  or  in- 
jury to  itself.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  without  exaggeration  that 
France  has  a  deep  material  and  political  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States.  It  is  the  event 
of  all  others  which  would  give  the  most  satisfactory  solution  to  the 
great  question  of  cotton  supply  for  the  manufacturing  nations  of 
Europe.  That  the  great  source  of  the  production  of  this  raw  ma- 
terial which  enters  so  largely  into  the  manufacturing  industry  of 
Europe  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America  is  an 
undoubted  fact.    That  this  will  continue  to  be  the  case  for  a  long 
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time  to  come  is  in  every  way  probable,  for  no  other  country  presents 
the  same  combination  of  soil,  climate,  and  trained  labor  which  is  all 
essential  to  the  successful  production  of  cotton. 

If  one  country  is  to  be  the  great  source  for  the  supply  of  this  article 
so  indispensable  to  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  world,  the 
nations  of  the  earth  have  the  deepest  interests  in  placing  it  in  a 
position  of  independence  and  impartiality  in  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  raw  material  for  which  the  demand  is  so  immense.  If 
any  one  country  is  to  have  a  virtual  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  raw 
cotton,  then  the  world  would  have  the  deepest  interest  in  opening  it 
to  the  easy  and  equal  access  of  all  mankind.  Such  would  be  the  case 
if  the  depositing  of  this  great  interest  should  be  found  in  a  country 
on  the  one  hand  strong  enough  to  maintain  its  neutrality  and  inde- 
pendence, and  on  the  other  committed  by  its  interests  to  the  policy  of 
free  trade  and  an  untrammeled  intercourse  with  all  the  world.  Such 
would  be  the  precise  position  of  the  Confederate  States  when  once 
their  independence  was  achieved,  and  as  a  proof  that  this  would  be 
the  natural  tendency  of  their  policy  we  have  only  to  look  to  their 
early  legislation  which  reduced  the  duties  on  imports  to  the  lowest 
rates  consistent  with  their  necessities  for  revenue,  and  opened  their 
coasting  trade  to  the  free  and  equal  competition  of  all  mankind.  Nor 
is  cotton  the  only  great  staple  of  which  the  Confederate  States  are 
likely  to  become  not  the  sole,  but  one  of  the  chief  depositories  upon 
terms  of  equality  to  all  the  world.  Tobacco,  sugar,  rice,  and  naval 
stores  are  to  be  added  to  the  catalogue  of  their  rich  and  important 
products. 

Nature  has  thus  made  it  to  their  interest  to  buy  where  they  can 
purchase  cheapest  and  sell  in  as  many  markets  as  possible.  To  do 
this,  as  they  will  deal  more  in  raw  produce  than  in  manufactures, 
they  will  seek  to  take  in  return  the  commodities  of  the  rest  of  the 
world  on  the  payment  of  the  lowest  duties  consistent  with  their 
revenue  wants.  They  will  then  virtually  stand  as  the  customers, 
and  not  as  the  rivals,  of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  nations 
of  Europe.  But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Confederate  States  would  more  peculiarly  interest 
France.  The  immense  development  of  her  Navy  in  a  few  years  past 
has  shown  not  only  that  her  capacity  for  asserting  her  equality  on 
the  seas  has  not  been  properly  appreciated  heretofore,  but  also  that 
this  relative  capacity  has  been  increased  by  the  use  of  steam.  In 
this  view,  the  further  development  of  her  commercial  marine  and 
an  easy  access  to  a  cheap  and  certain  supply  of  coal,  iron,  and  naval 
stores  have  become  matters  of  primary  importance  to  her.  The  com- 
merce of  the  Confederate  States,  when  disembarrassed  of  the  enor- 
mous protective  tariffs  to  which  it  was  subjected  under  the  former 
Union,  together  with  the  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of  cheap  coal, 
iron,  and  naval  stores  which  it  could  furnish,  present  the  means  for 
a  further  and  vast  development  of  the  commercial  and  naval  marine 
of  France.  She  could  then  find  as  cheap  ships,  or  as  cheap  raw 
material  for  the  building  of  ships,  as  could  be  commanded  by  any 
European  nation.  Depots  of  coal  for  her  steam  marine  in  these 
States  could  be  made  at  less  cost  and  be  of  more  convenient  access 
for  use  on  a  large  portion  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  than 
if  they  had  been  found  originally  in  mines  in  France. 
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That  these  are  no  new  considerations  for  the  French  Government 
is  shown  by  the  interest  which  it  exhibited  in  the  negotiations  by 
which  a  French  company  would  have  secured  the  great  water  line 
in  Virginia  through  which,  when  completed,  the  richest  and  most 
inexhaustible  supplies  of  bituminous  coal  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in 
the  world  would  have  been  transported  from  its  native  depositories 
in  the  West  to  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  in  the  East.  Xothing 
but  the  occurrence  of  civil  war  prevented  the  completion  of  this 
arrangement  between  this  French  company  and  the  Virginia  legis- 
lature, by  which  France  would  have  secured  a  certain  and  almost 
inexhaustible  supply  of  cheap  coal,  iron,  and  timber.  All  this  is 
fully  stated  in  regard  to  the  resources  of  Virginia  in  a  letter  of  Alfred 
Paul,  French  consul  at  Richmond,  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  France,  dated  June  5,  1SG0,  and.  as  it  may  be  well 
to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  it,  a  copy  will  be  sent 
you.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  resources  of  Virginia  which  would 
thus  be  opened  to  France,  he  says :  "  In  coal  and  iron  Virginia  ex- 
cels all  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  The  fact  is  recognized,  admit- 
ted." He  thus  specifies  the  advantages  which  France  would  derive 
from  the  proposed  connection  which  was  about  to  be  formed  with 
Virginia : 

First.  Facilities  for  obtaining  the  raw  materials  in  France  at  first  hand. 
and  cheaper,  which  would  enable  French  industry  to  encounter  foreimi  compe- 
tition with  superior  advantages. 

Second.  A  considerable  diminution  in  the  expenses  of  the  purchase  and  expe- 
dition of  tobacco  for  the  Government  factories. 

Third.  The  arrival,  the  introduction  of  our  produce  by  a  shorter  and  cheaper 
route  into  the  South,  the  West,  and  the  center  of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  A  relative  augmentation  in  the  movement  of  our  commercial  marine. 

Fifth.  Rapid  and  advantageous  provisions  of  copper,  machine  oil,  tar,  bacon, 
and  salt  pork  of  the  West,  and  building  timber  for  our  naval  arsenals. 

Sixth.  Cheapness  of  coal  for  our  different  maritime  stations. 

Seventh.  An  immense  opening  in  the  great  West  of  the  United  States  for 
French  merchandise. 

Eighth.  The  probability  of  seeing  Norfolk  become  an  entrepot  for  the  produc- 
tions of  French  industry  and  commerce  to  be  distributed  in  part  in  Central  and 
South  America  by  vessels  taking  them  to  complete  their  cargoes. 

The  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
would  secure  to  France  large  supplies  of  coal,  iron,  and  naval  stores 
in  exchange  for  her  manufactures  and  other  products  bevond  almost 
all  the  probable  chances  of  war.  Committed  as  these  "Confederate 
States  would  be  to  the  policy  of  free  trade  bv  their  interests  and 
traditions,  they  would  naturally  avoid  war  and  seek  for  peace  with 
all  the  world.  It  may  almost  be  said  that  to  secure  the  independence 
ot  these  States  is  to  secure  the  independence  of  the  great  commercial 
and  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe  in  regard  to  the  supplies  of 
cotton  and  tobacco  and  to  give  France  such  an  independent  source 
tor  the  supply  of  cheap  coal,  iron,  and  naval  stores  as  to  place  her 
more  nearly  on  terms  of  equality  with  Great  Britain  in  building  up 
a  navy  and  merchant  marine.  The  European  nations  might  then  be 
said  to  be  independent  so  far  as  their  supplies  are  concerned,  because 
they  would  be  dependent  only  on  a  country  whose  interests  would 
open  its  mafkets  to  the  cheap  and  easy  access  of  all  the  world  and 
which  would  have  every  inducement  to  preserve  the  peace.  But  the 
independence  of  these  States  is  essential  to  the  certainty  of  supply 
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and  the  ease  of  access  to  their  markets,  which  are  so  important  to  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  nations  of  the  earth.  If  it  were  pos- 
sible for  the  United  States  to  subdue  the  Confederates  and  subject 
them  once  more  to  their  Government,  then  France  would  have  much 
cause  for  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  future  condition  of  her 
commerce  and  manufactures.  The  nonslaveholding  States  would 
undoubtedly  use  their  control  over  the  markets  and  staples  of  the 
South  to  secure  a  supremacy  in  commerce,  navigation,  and  manu- 
factures. 

There  are  also  political  considerations  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion which  can  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  Government  of  France. 
By  the  establishment  of  a  great  Southern  Confederacy  a  balance  of 
power  is  secured  in  North  America,  and  schemes  of  conquest  or  an- 
nexation on  the  part  of  a  great  and  overshadowing  empire  would 
probably  no  longer  disturb  the  repose  of  neighboring  nations. 
Heretofore  the  South  has  desired  the  annexation  of  territory  suitable 
to  the  growth  of  her  domestic  institutions  in  order  to  establish  a 
balance  of  power  within  the  Government  that  the}7  might  protect 
their  interests  and  internal  peace  through  its  agency.  This  reason 
no  longer  exists,  as  the  Confederate  States  have  sought  that  protec- 
tion by  a  separation  from  the  Union,  in  which  their  rights  were 
endangered.  But  with  the  establishment  of  something  like  a  balance 
of  power  between  the  two  great  and  independent  confederacies  the 
disputes  would  precede  the  annexations  and  probably  do  much  to 
prevent  them.  Certain  it  is  that  the  Southern  Confederacy  would 
have  every  reason  to  preserve  peace  both  at  home  and  abroad  and 
would  be  prevented  both  by  its  principles  and  interests  from  inter- 
vention in  the  domestic  affairs  and  government  of  other  nations. 
The  power  of  that  Confederacy  would  undoubtedly  be  felt  not  as  a 
disturbing  but  as  a  harmonizing  influence  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  earth. 

There  is  yet  another  question  of  great  practical  importance  to  us 
and  to  the  world  which  you  will  present  on  the  first  proper  occasion 
to  his  Imperial  Majesty's  Government.  It  was  declared  by  the  five 
great  powers  at  the  conference  of  Paris  that  "  blockades  to  be  binding 
must  be  effectual,"  a  principle  long  since  sanctioned  by  leading  pub- 
licists and  now  acknowledged  by  nearly  all  civilized  nations.  You 
will  be  furnished  with  abundant  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  block- 
ade of  the  coasts  of  the  Confederate  States  has  not  been  effectual  or 
of  such  a  character  as  to  be  binding  according  to  the  declaration  of 
the  conference  at  Paris.  Such  being  the  case,  it  may  perhaps  be 
fairly  urged  that  the  five  great  powers  owe  it  to  their  own  consistency 
and  to  the  world  to  make  good  a  declaration  thus  solemnly  made. 
Propositions  of  such  gravity  and  emanating  from  sources  so  high 
may  fairly  be  considered  as*  affecting  the  general  business  relations 
of  human  society  and  as  controlling  in  a  great  degree  the  calculations 
and  arrangements  of  nations  so  far  as  they  are  concerned  in  the  rules 
thus  laid  down.  Men  have  a  right  to  presume  that  a  law  thus.pro- 
claimed  will  be  uniformly  enforced  by  those  who  have  the  power 
to  do  so  and  who  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  watch  over  its 
execution,  nor  will  any  suppose  that  particular  States  or  cases  would 
be  exempted  from  its  operation  under  the  influence  of  partiality  or 
favor.  If.  therefore,  we  can  prove  the  blockade  to  have  been  ineffec- 
tual, we  perhaps  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  nations  assenting  to 
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this  declaration  of  the  conference  at  Paris  will  not  consider  it  to  be 
binding.  We  are  fortified  in  this  expectation  not  only  by  their  own 
declaration  but  by  the  nature  of  the  interests  affected  by  the  blockade. 
So  far  at  least  it  has  been  proved  that  the  only  certain  and  sufficient 
source  of  cotton  supply  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate  States. 
It  is  probable  that  there  are  more  people  without  than  within  the 
Confederate  States  who  derive  their  means  of  living  from  the  various 
uses  which  are  made  of  this  important  staple. 

A  war,  therefore,  which  shuts  up  this  great  source  of  supply  from 
the  general  uses  of  mankind  is  directed  as  much  against  those  who 
transport  and  manufacture  cotton  as  against  those  who  produce  the 
raw  material.  Innocent  parties  who  are  thus  affected  may  well  insist 
that  a  right  whose  exercise  operates  so  unfavorably  on  them  shall 
only  be  used  within  the  strictest  limits  of  public  law.  Would  it  not 
be  a  movement  more  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  insist 
that  amongst  the  many  efficient  means  of  waging  war  this  one  should 
be  excepted  in  deference  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  so  many 
of  whom  depend  for  their  means  of  living  upon  a  ready  and  easy 
access  to  the  greatest  and  cheapest  cotton  market  of  the  world?  If 
for  the  general  benefit  of  commerce  some  of  its  great  routes  have 
been  neutralized  so  as  to  be  unaffected  by  the  chances  of  war,  might 
not  another  interest  of  a  greater  and  more  world-wide  importance 
claim  at  least  so  much  consideration  as  to  demand  the  benefit  of  every 
presumption  in  favor  of  its  protection  against  all  the  chances  of  war 
save  those  which  arise  under  the  strictest  rules  "of  public  law  ? 

This  is  a  question  of  almost  as  much  interest  to  the  world  at  large 
as  it  is  to  the  Confederate  States.  No  belligerent  can  claim  the  right 
thus  to  injure  innocent  parties  by  such  a  blockade,  except  to  the  ex- 
tent that  it  can  be  shown  to  furnish  the  legitimate,  or  perhaps  we 
might  go  still  further  and  say  the  necessary,  means  to  prosecute  the 
war  successfully.  If  it  has  become  obvious,  as  would  now  seem  to  be 
the  case,  that  no  blockade  which  they  can  maintain  will  enable  the 
United  States  to  subdue  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  upon 
what  plea  can  its  further  continuance  be  justified  to  third  parties 
who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  a  ready  and  easy  access  to  the  cheapest 
and  most  abundant  sources  of  cotton  supply  % 

In  presenting  the  various  views  contained  in  this  letter  of  in- 
structions you  will  say  that  they  are  offered  as  much  in  the  general 
interests  of  humanity  as  in  our  own.  We  do  not  ask  for  assistance 
to  enable  us  to  maintain  our  independence  against  any  power  which 
has  yet  assailed  us.  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States  believes 
that  he  can  not  be  mistaken  in  supposing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
nations  of  the  earth  by  a  prompt  recognition  to  throw  the  weight  of 
their  moral  influence  against  the  unnecessary  prolongation  of  the 
war  Whether  the  case  now  presented  be  one  for  such  action,  he  is 
perhaps  not  the  most  impartial  judge.  He  has  acquitted  himself  of 
his  duty  to  other  nations  when  he  has  presented  to  their  knowledge 
the  facts  to  which  their  only  sure  access  is  through  himself  in  such 
a  manner  as  will  enable  them  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  responsi- 
k^es  to  the  world  according  to  their  own  sense  of  right.  But 
whilst  he  neither  feels  nor  affects  an  indifference  to  the  decision  of 
Au°?i  *Pi°n  these  °lllestions  "which  deeply  concern  the  interests 
ot  the  Confederate  States,  he  does  not  present  their  claim  to  a  recog- 
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nized  place  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth  from  the  belief  that  any 
such  recognition  is  necessary  to  enable  them  to  achieve  and  secure 
their  independence.  Such  an  act  might  diminish  the  sufferings  and 
shorten  the  duration  of  an  unnecessary  war,  but  with  or  without  it 
he  believes  that  the  Confederate  States,  under  the  guidance  of  a 
kind  and  overruling  Providence,  will  make  good  their  title  to  freedom 
and  independence  and  to  a  recognized  place  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  earth. 

AVhen  you  are  officially  recognized  by  the  French  Government  and 
diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  countries  are  thus  fully  estab- 
lished, you  will  request  an  audience  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  your  letter  accrediting  you  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate  States 
near  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  in  that  capacity  you  are  empowered 
to  negotiate  such  treaties  as  the  mutual  interests  of  both  countries 
may  require,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  President 
and  the  coordinate  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
Hon.  John  Slidell. 

No.  10.]  State  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  23, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Williams,  late  U.  S.  minister 
to  Constantinople,  that  he  was  requested  by  you  to  intimate  to  the 
President  your  desire  to  be  relieved  from  your  duties  as  commissioner 
of  the  Confederate  States  and  to  return  to  this  country.  The  Hon. 
L.  P.  Walker  also  stated  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Williams  had 
correctly  represented  your  wishes.  Mr.  Williams  further  said  that 
3'ou  would  have  sent  by  him  an  official  application  for  your  recall 
had  he  not  been  unable  from  the  necessity  of  visiting  Washington 
to  carry  dispatches  of  any  sort  from  your  commission,  and  that  you 
desire  him  to  represent  that  fact  to  this  Department. 

I  have  communicated  your  request  to  the  President,  and  he  desires 
me  to  say  to  you  that  if  you  are  still  desirous  to  return  home  he 
accepts  3rour  resignation  with  regret,  but  that  if  anything  has 
occurred  to  change  your  determination  since  Mr.  Williams  left 
Europe  he  desires  that  you  shall  continue  in  the  diplomatic  service 
of  the  Government  and  give  your  country  the  benefit  of  your  ability 
and  experience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Yancey. 


No.  11.] 

State  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  23,  1861. 
Sir:  The  President  having  resolved  at  the  request  of  Congress  to 
disunite  the  commission  of  the  Confederate  States  now  in  Europe 
and  to  send  separate  commissioners  to  the  principal  Governments 
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on  that  continent,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is  the  Presi- 
dent's desire  that  you  should  represent  the  Confederate  States  in 
Belgium,  to  the  Government  of  which  country  you  already  have  let- 
ters of  credence  and  introduction. 

The  instructions  which  you  received  on  your  departure  from 
Montgomery  you  will  follow  so  far  as  applicable,  during  your  resi- 
dence at  Brussels. 

I  have  further  to  inform  you  that  the  President  has  appointed  the 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  commissioner  to  Great  Britain, 
on  his  arrival  in  London  he  will  confer  freely  with  you  on  the  subject 
of  his  mission,  and  I  am  confident  that  you  will  give  him  the  benefit 
of  your  advice  and  experience  in  relation  thereto. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc. 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  A.  Dudley  Mann. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  27,  1861, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  the  papers  relating  to 
Mr.  Pike's  mission  to  the  Indian  tribes,  comprising  treaties  to  which 
you  refer,  are  on  file  in  the  War  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
General  Cooper, 

.  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 

Confederate  States  of  America,  etc. 


Dispatch  No.  1.] 

London,  September  SO,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  papers  forwarded 
by  the  Department  to  me  by  the  hands  of  *  *  *  were  not  re- 
ceived until  Saturday  night,  August  17;  that  on  the  following  Thurs- 
day I  left  Kentucky  for  Europe  via  Canada,  taking  such  route  and 
precaution  as  was  necessary  to  allay  suspicion  and  prevent  my  arrest, 
all  of  which,  together  with  the  reasons  for  the  plan  adopted  will  be 
explained  to  the  Department  at  another  time,  it  being  only  necessary 
now  to  remark  that  I  arrived  here,  without  interruption  or  accident, 
on  the  17th  instant,  and  will  sail  for  Havana  on  the  2d  ultimo,  that 
being  the  first  opportunity  after  my  arrival,  the  steamer  from  South- 
ampton to  Havana  sailing  once  a  month  onlv.  The  time  spent  here 
has  been  employed  in  consultations  with  the*  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  adoption  of  plans  for  carrying  out  the  great  object  of 
their  mission,  and  in  arranging  the  mode  of  mv  cooperation  with 
them ;  and  therefore  we  feel  that  it  is  fortunate  that  I  took  England 
en  route. 

You  will  be  informed  that  a  large  shipment  of  arms,  clothing, 
powder,  etc.,  will  be  made  by  the  agents  in  a  sailing  vessel  in 
October,  and  that  it  has  been  arranged  that  the  vessel  is  to  call  at 
Cardenas  for  instructions  from  me.  This  cargo  must  of  necessity 
be  discharged  and  stored  if  it  is  found  that  the  vessel  can  not  safely 
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run  into  some  one  of  our  ports,  which  question  can  not  be  decided 
until  I  reach  Cuba.  I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  request  that, 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  be  furnished  with  all  such 
information  touching  the  blockade  and  the  coast  of  the  Confederate 
States  as  he  may  deem  proper  and  necessary  to  aid  me  in  the  prem- 
ises. I  would  also  suggest  that  he  send  me  one  or  two  well-informed 
and  trustworthy  pilots  and  the  address  of  persons  on  the  Florida 
coast  with  whom  I  may  safely  communicate  when  an  opportunity 
offers.  This  he  may  do  through  the  means  of  a  small  boat  leaving 
the  coast  at  night,  which  with  a  favorable  breeze  would  reach  the 
Cuban  coast  before  daylight. 

I  have  also  to  state  that  I  shall  require  funds  at  Havana  to  pay 
the  port  charges  of  vessels  sent  to  me,  to  pay  the  storage  and  com- 
mission in  the  discharge  and  reshipment  of  cargo,  and  in  the  charter 
or  purchase  of  vessels  to  be  employed  in  turning  in  this  and  the  other 
cargo  to  be  sent  forward.  Your  predecessor,  Mr.  Toombs,  informed 
me  in  his  verbal  instructions  that  I  would  be  furnished  with  ample 
funds  for  this  and  other  necessary  purposes  in  credits  on  London, 
but  which  was  not  done.  If  my  cooperation  with  the  agents  here  and 
at  Liverpool  is  to  be  effective,  there  should  be  no  delay  in  placing 
funds  at  my  disposal,  as  you  will  at  once  see  that  a  failure  to  do  so 
might — certainly  would — result  in  great  loss  and  serious  incon- 
venience to  the*  Government.  My  personal  credit  at  Havana  will 
enable  me  to  negotiate  on  the  best  terms  any  bills  of  exchange  or 
drafts  you  may  forward  me  on  London  or  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Octoher  1,  18G1. 
All  right  so  far,  but  impossible  to  move  on  account  of  weather.    I 
will  telegraph  immediately  when  the  time  comes. 

W.  H.  Trescot. 
E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Octoher  <?,  1861. 
Three  steamers  and  a  sloop  of  war  now  blockading  the  harbor.  Two 
of  the  steamers,  frigates,  arrived  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  It 
is  thought  thus  an  even  chance  of  success.  We  shall  accordingly  take 
the  route  through  Texas  to  Matamoras,  Mexico,  unless  otherwise 
directed.  Reply  at  once,  and  if  the  change  of  route  is  acceded  to, 
request  the  Secretary  of  War  to  direct  officers  of,  the  army  on  the 
route  to  give  all  f  aoihties  of  transportation. 
Write  to  New  Orleans. 

John  Slidell. 
J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  R,  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secreta'ry  of  State. 
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Charleston,  S.  C,  October  4, 1861. 
Your  telegram  received.  We  can  not  get  out  safely  by  the  Nash- 
ville Eoute  to  Mexico  believed  impracticable  from  delay,  Steamer 
Gordon  now  chartered  by  Government  at  $200  a  day  for  harbor 
services,  light  draft,  freighted  for  carrying  cannon,  and  been  in  use 
as  a  privateer ;  a  good  sea  boat ;  tonnage  upward  of  500  tons ;  can 
go  at  any  time  by  any  route  to  Nassau  or  Havana  ;  offered  at  $62,000, 
or  chartered  to  either  port  at  $10,000  for  the  trip,  owners  to  pay  all 
expenses.  Government  to  pay  value  if  captured.  Will  be  very  use- 
ful for  coast  defense.  We  will  go  at  once  on  her  if  authorized,  and 
think  the  charter  price  may  be  reduced  one-half.  One  or  more  naval 
officers  to  go  on  her  as  may  be  ordered. 

John  Slidell. 
J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  October  5,  1861. 
You  can  take  the  Gordon  on  charter  if  you  conclude  to  go  that 
way.  Charter  her  on  as  cheap  terms  as  possible.  Secretary  of  Navy 
thinks  the  Nashville  the  safer  of  the  two.  It  is  thought  here  that 
it  would  be  safer  to  go  to  Bermuda  if  you  take  the  Gordon.  Use 
your  best  discretion. 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Messrs.  John  Slidell  and  James  M.  Mason. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  October  5, 1861. 
Dear  Sir:  It  seems  due  to  ourselves  and  to  the  occasion  that  you 
should  be  informed  fully  of  the  causes  of  delay,  with  the  difficulties 
attending  our  expected  departure  from  this  port.  The  confidence  of 
success  expressed  by  those  in  charge  of  the  subject  when  we  left 
Eichmond  seems  to  have  been  based  on  the  state  of  facts  then,  and 
perhaps  for  time  previously,  existing  in  regard  to  the  blockade. 
There  had  been,  it  appears,  but  two  ships  off  the  harbor,  generally 
a  steam  frigate  and  sloop  of  war,  and  the  expectation  was  that,  going 
out  at  night  through  the  main  channel,  we  might  elude  observation ; 
or,  if  disappointed  in  that,  could  escape  through  the  speed  of  our 
ship.  For  a  day  or  two  after  our  arrival  the  tide  did  not  serve  for 
departure  at  night;  then  there  came  strong  winds  at  night  which, 
although  they  drove  the  squadron  out  to  sea,  by  reason  of  the  surf 
created  on  the  bar,  prevented  our  passing  over  it.  Before  this  ob- 
stacle ceased  the  squadron  reappeared  with  the  addition  of  another 
steamer,  a  clipper-built  propeller,  and  from  her  trim  appearance 
apparently  a  fast  ship.  It  was  then  projected  to  make  the  attempt 
through  the  Maffitt  Channel,  though  without  the  full  sanction  of  the 
pilots,  and  this  I  believe  we  should  have  attempted  but  for  the 
appearance  at  that  time  of  another  steam  frigate,  thus  making  the 
squadron  to  consist  of  three  steamers  besides  the  sloop  of  war.    Such 
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sudden  and  unusual  accessions  to  the  blockade  of  the  port  made  us 
infer  (as  a  high  probability  at  least)  that  our  presence  here  and 
purpose  had  reached  the  enemy,  and  we  were  the  cause  of  the  unusual 
preparation  we  witnessed. 

Mr.  Slidell  had  determined  to  send  his  family  back,  and  after  full 
consideration  of  the  whole  case  we  could  see  no  alternative  but  to 
take  the  route  through  Mexico,  and  so  advised  you  by  telegraph 
accordingly. 

Whilst  awaiting  your  reply  the  plan  was  suggested  which  was  the 
subject  of  our  telegram  last  night.  There  is  a  steamer  belonging  to 
this  port  and  owned  here  called  the  Gordon,  now  and  for  some  time 
past  under  charter  to  the  Government  for  harbor  service  at,  we  are 
told,  $210  per  day.  She  is  something  more  tban  500  tons  burden  and 
was  used  as  a  coasting  packet,  crossing  occasionally  to  Havana. 
After  the  war  she  was  strengthened  and  refitted  to  be  used  as  a 
privateer  and  was  so  used  for  a  short  time,  having  now  on  board 
three  rifled  cannon.  Her  speed  is  equal  to  15  knots  per  hour  and  may 
be  increased  to  16,  and  of  so  light  a  draft  of  water  that  she  can  pass 
the  bar  at  any  time  and  is  not  confined  to  the  channel  ways.  This 
account  of  the  steamer  we  got  from  gentlemen  here  long  acquainted 
with  her  and  interested  only  to  serve  our  cause.  She  is  used  every 
night  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy,  going  safely  out  to  sea  where  they 
lie,  and  keeping  only  out  of  reach  of  their  guns.  In  the  last  two 
days  he  has  done  the  same  thing  in  the  daytime,  having  on  board 
Captains  Ingraham  and  Pegram,  with  other  officers  of  the  Nash- 
ville, and  accompanied  yesterday  by  Mr.  Slidell,  with  two  of  the 
young  ladies  of  his  family,  they  approached  within  less  than  3 
miles  of  the  squadron,  and  were  not  molested,  the  steamers  remain- 
ing at  anchor.  The  squadron  has  become  so  familiar  with  the  nightly 
and  occasionally  daily  proximity  of  this  boat,  of  whose  speed  they 
are  fully  aware,  that  her  persence  does  not  disturb  them.  They  used 
to  give  her  chase.  The  naval  officers  here  do  not  doubt  that  this 
steamer  can  run  the  blockade  successfully  day  or  night,  and  if 
pursued  can  not  be  overtaken.  She  can  take  a  supply  of  coal  for 
six  or  seven  days  without  impairing  her  speed  and  make  the  run  suc- 
cessfully to  Nassau  or  Havana,  as  may  be  decided  on.  Communicat- 
ing with  the  owners,  she  is  offered  for  sale  at  $62,000,  the  alleged  cost 
to  them,  or  for  charter  at  $10,000  for  the  trip  to  either  of  the  ports 
named,  the  owners  to  bear  all  the  expenses  of  the  trip,  reserving  the 
privilege  of  bringing  back  some  $7,000  worth  of  cigars  and  other 
light  articles.  Mr.  Trenholm,  known  at  the  State  Department  as  an 
enlightened  and  patriotic  merchant  here,  and  to  whom  we  are  much 
indebted  for  his  valuable  counsels  and  aid,  says  that  this  charter 
money  may  be  reduced  probably  one-half  upon  this  privilege  of  re- 
turn cargo,  and  to  effect  which  (should  the  Government  determine 
to  charter)  he  will  lend  his  aid  and  cooperation. 

I  should  add  that  in  conversation  yesterday  in  presence  of  Captains 
Ingraham  and  Pegram,  they  agreed  that  the  steamer  Gordon,  if  pur- 
chased, would  be  a  very  valuable  acquisition  for  coast  defense.  Her 
present  armament  is  of  good  caliber,  one  a  large  pivot  gun,  appar- 
ently a  32-pounder,  though  unfortunately  I  did  not  make  minute 
inquiry  when  on  board.  She  is  also  amply  provided  with  small  arms 
as  a  privateer. 
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I  have  thought  this  explanation  due  that  you  may  have  the  facts 
and  I  be  relived  of  any  apparent  vascillation  of  purpose.  It  remains 
only  to  add  that,  come  what  may,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Government, 
we  will  embark  at  once  in  the  Gordon,  and  doubt  not  can  make  the 
voyage  successfully.  Otherwise  no  alternative  would  seem  to  remain 
but  the  route  through  Mexico,  with  its  attendant  difficulties  and  de- 
lays. 

Very  respectfully,  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 
P.  S. — I  have  read  the  foregoing  to  Mr.  Slidell,  who  concurs  in  its 
statements. 

I  omitted  to  state  that  on  yesterday  morning  five  ships  were  pres- 
ent off  the  harbor,  the  fifth  being  a  steamer. 

J.  M.  M. 


No.  8.]  _ 

Commission  of  the  Confedekate  States  of  Amekica, 

Paris,  October  5, 1861. 

Sir:  We  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  on  the 
1st  instant  of  your  dispatch  numbered  7,  and  dated  29th  July,  1861. 

In  a  previous  dispatch  the  commission  had  announced  an  inten- 
tion to  proceed  to  Paris  for  the  purpose  of  opening  negotiations  with 
the  French  Government  for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States,  but  this  has  been  postponed  from  various 
causes,  chief  among  which  was  the  hope  of  the  receipt  of  a  dispatch 
containing  some  instructions  from  the  President  upon  points  which 
we  had  submitted,  as  well  as  the  daily  expectation  of  receiving  news 
of  important  military  events  before  Washington. 

We  have  been  reliably  informed  that  the  British  ministry,  since 
the  date  of  Earl  Russell's  last  communication  to  the  commission,  has 
•been  anxiously  considering  the  question  of  recognition  and,  while 
earnestly  desiring  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, yet  hesitates  to  take  the  initiative. 

We  are  also  reliably  informed  that  Great  Britain,  through  its  min- 
ister here,  has  been  urging  the  French  Government  to  take  the  lead 
in  recognizing  the  independence  of  the  Confederacy,  declaring  its 
intention  to  follow  in  the  same  line  of  policy;  but  that  the  Emper- 
or's cabinet  at  present  declines  to  do  so,  while  at  the  same  time  it 
would  be  willing  to  enter  into  a  joint  act  of  recognition. 

For  some  strange  reasons — most  probably  founded  in  the  compli- 
cations of  European  relations — England  holds  aloof  from  joint  action 
in  the  matter. 

This  subject,  as  we  understand,  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
cabinet  in  council  here  during  the  present  week,  since  the  Emperor's 
return  to  Paris.  We  learn  that  a  majority  of  the  cabinet  and  the 
Emperor  are  favorably  disposed  to  our  cause.  In  the  meantime  there 
is  much  distress  among  the  laboring  poor  in  England,  and  far  more 
in  France. 

In  England  cotton  ranges  from  15  to  22  cents  per  pound,  with  not 
enough  to  last,  if  the  usual  amount  is  consumed,  till  the  middle  of 
December.     Manufacturers  are  working  but  little  more  than  half 
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time,  and  paying  diminished  wages  to  the  laborer.  The  grain  crop, 
too,  in  England,  though  of  admirable  quality,  is  not  an  average  one, 
and  a  large  amount  will  have  to  be  bought.  In  France,  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  harvest  is  estimated  to  equal  in  value  $200,000,000.  The 
commerce  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this  country  are  greatly 
depressed.  Government  revenue  is  largely  diminished  on  account 
of  the  stoppage  of  the  southern  supply  of  tobacco.  The  immense 
number  of  poor  laborers  thus  thrown  out  of  employ  are  suffering 
very  greatly  even  thus  early  in  the  fall  season.  Discontent  among 
them  is  being  manifested.  We  have  heard  of  large  numbers  of  them 
assembling  in  murmuring  complaints  not  far  from  Paris,  and  that 
on  night  before  last  an  attempt  at  insurrection  was  made  and  sup- 
pressed in  one  of  the  suburbs. 

These  unhappy  facts  are  acting  as  stimulants  to  urge  both  England 
and  France  to  an  act  of  recognition,  and  we  have  brighter  and 
better  assured  hopes  of  achieving  it  than  we  have  had  at  any  time 
before  since  our  arrival  in  Europe. 

At  the  same  time  there  are  very  active  and  powerful  influences  at 
work  against  us  in  both  of  these  countries.  In  England  the  chief 
is  the  Exeter  Hall  interest,  and  in  France  the  Orleanists  and  the 
Red  Republicans.  The  great  drawback,  however — and  one  which  we 
possess  no  means  of  avoiding  or  neutralizing — is  that  telegrams  from 
America  and  newspaper  accounts  of  events  North  and  South  are  all 
written  by  Northern  pens  under  the  influence  of  a  national  mendacity 
which  the  world  has  never  before  witnessed.  The  intense  interest 
felt  in  the  contest  induces  all  persons  to  seek  for  the  earliest  informa- 
tion, and  these  accounts  are  read  with  avidity.  When,  a  month  or 
two  after,  some  faint  glimpses  of  the  truth  are  obtained  by  those  of 
us  who  are  interested  in  learning  it,  that  particular  event  has  lost  its 
interest  to  the  community,  and  the  public  journals  never  make  cor- 
rections or  allude  to  the  falsity  of  previous  accounts.  It  is  true  a 
very  great  distrust  is  entertained  in  London  and  Paris  of  Northern 
bulletins,  but  to  take  advantage  of  that  distrust  and  achieve  a  benefit 
to  the  South  from  its  noble  exertions  the  public  need  the  true  state- 
ment of  facts  upon  which  to  rest.  This  unfortunately  we  do  not 
obtain  until  long  after  the  interest  has  passed  to  fresher  occurrences. 
The  accounts  received  here  of  the  Hatteras  affair,  the  statements 
made  as  to  disaffection  of  the  2)eople  disclosed  by  it  in  North  Caro- 
lina, the  assertions  of  large  numbers  of  troops  being  forced  to  leave 
Virginia  to  defend  the  Southern  coasts  from  similar  attacks,  the 
action  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  have  of  late  rather  checked  the 
belief  that  the  South  would  undoubtedly  achieve  a  triumph. 

The  result  of  the  military  operations  in  the  neighborhood  of  Wash- 
ington are  [is]  looked  to  by  Europeans  with  intense  interest,  as  in  a 
large  degree  decisive  of  the  conflict.  Undoubtedly  a  signal  triumph 
of  the  Confederate  Army  over  General  McClellan,  if  known  here 
unshorn  of  its  genuine  character,  will  at  once  sway  the  balance  of 
opinion  in  Europe  and  in  the  ministries  of  England  and  France  in 
favor  of  immediate  recognition. 

We  have  asked  for  an  unofficial  interview  with  the  Emperor.  Up 
to  the  closing  of  this  dispatch  we  have  received  no  reply  to  our  re- 
quest. The  Emperor  will  leave  Paris  for  Compeigne  at  2  p.  m. 
to-day  to  receive  the  King  of  Prussia  and  will  probably  be  absent 
a  week. 
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Our  colleague,  Mr.  Mann,  remains  in  London,  but  will  join  us  in 
the  event  of  an  interview  being  accorded.  He  has  written  to  us 
announcing  the  arrival  in  London  on  the  4th  instant  of  Mr.  Hotze, 
of  the  Confederate  States  Army,  with  letters  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  its  agents  under  date  of  Cth  September. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  us  as  to 
the  effect  of  military  successes  by  the  Confederate  Army  is  based 
upon  an  interview  held  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rost  with  the  minister  of 
marine  and  the  colonies. 

It  may  also  be  proper  to  state  that  all  the  dispatches  of  the  State 
Department  previous  to  No.  7  have  been  received. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
P.  A.  Rost. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 


Charleston,  October  9, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  By  telegram  yesterday  I  informed  3'ou  that,  pursuant 
to  the  authority  given  us  by  the  State  Department,  we  have  chartered 
the  steamer  Gordon  for  our  transportation  either  to  Nassau  or  Havana. 
The  terms  of  the  charter  party  are,  for  the  consideration  of  $10,000 
the  ship  is  to  go  to  either  of  those  ports,  or  to  both,  at  our  option, 
with  a  clause  reserving  the  right  to  extend  the  voyage  to  any  other 
of  the  West  Indies  at  the  price  of  $500  per  day  for  the  extra  service. 
We  do  not  expect  to  have  occasion  for  this  latter  service,  but  thought 
it  best  to  provide  for  it,  in  the  possible  contingency  of  its  becoming 
necessary  to  go  to  St.  Thomas  or  other  islands  to  meet  the  British 
steamer.  It  is  thought  here  by  those  well  informed  that  the  Gordon 
is  not  sufficiently  a  sea  boat  for  the  more  distant  island  of  Bermuda. 
Mr.  Trenholm,  of  the  firm  of  Fraser  &  Co.,  agrees  to  pay  $5,000  of 
the  charter  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  return  cargo  space  not  re- 
served by  the  owners.  Thus,  should  we  not  extend  the  voyage  beyond 
Havana,  which  is  not  anticipated,  the  cost  to  the  Government  will 
be  but  $5,000.  All  expenses  of  every  kind  are  to  be  borne  by  the 
owners. 

Since  the  arrangement  was  made  they  have  been  busily  engaged  in 
putting  her  in  complete  order  for  sea,  and  we  fully  expect  to  get  off 
to-morrow  night.  Her  light  draft  will  enable  her  to  go  at  any  time 
find  by  hugging  close  to  shore  will  be  enabled  to  escape  the  observa- 
tion of  the  enemy's  squadron.  Our  plan  is,  in  such  way  as  may  be 
found  most  safe  and  practicable,  to  get  on  board  one  of  the  British 
steamers  of  the  mail  line  between  the  West  Indies  and  England.  The 
Gordon  is  too  fast  to  be  overtaken  at  sea. 

Since  this  change  of  arrangement  we  have  seen  nothing  to  dissatisfy 
us  with  it  as  the  best  that  could  be  adopted. 

The  Nashville,  we  understand,  is  under  orders  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment to  sail  immediately,  and  will  probably  endeavor  to  get  off  to- 
night If  the  enemy  are  found  in  the  position  they  occupy  by  day 
the  chances  are  very  large  that  she  must  pass  within  reach  of  their 
guns.    In  such  event  her  only  hope  of  safety  is  that  she  may  not  be 
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seen,  or,  if  seen,  may  not  he  hit.    Against  the  latter  risk  her  speed 
is  much  relied  on. 

You  will,  of  course,  be  advised  promptly  when  we  are  off. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  October  10, 1861. 
Dear  Sir:  As  no  communication  from  Mr.  Charles  J.  Helm  has 
been  received  since  his  departure  from  this  city  in  July  last,  I  will 
thank  you  if  you  will  inform  the  department  whether  you  succeeded 
in  delivering  to  him  the  package  entrusted  to  your  care  on  the  30th 
of  that  month. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Stockbridge. 


Charleston,  October  11, 1861. 
Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  the  charter  party 
we  have  made  with  owners  of  steamer  Gordon  in  conformity  with 
your  telegraphic  instructions;  also  a  letter  from  Messrs.  John  Wise 
&  Co.,  of  this  place,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that,  if  the  Gordon 
returns  safely,  the  cost  of  the  charter  to  the  Government  will  be 
reduced  to  $5,000. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 


Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


John  Slidell, 
J.  M.  Mason. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  October  12, 1861. 

Our  friends  left  here  last  night  at  1  o'clock,  a  fast  steamer,  good 
officers,  and  very  dark  night,  with  heavy  rain.  The  guard  boat 
reported  that  they  crossed  the  bar  about  2  o'clock,  and  that  they 
could  neither  have  been  seen  nor  heard  by  the  fleet.  A  strong  north- 
west wind  helped  them,  and  the  fleet  this  morning  seems  not  to  have 
changed  position  at  all.  As  soon  as  we  hear  further  I  will  telegraph. 
The  steamer  ought  to  be  back  in  about  a  week,  and  nothing  said  until 
her  return. 

Communicate  to  Mrs.  Mason. 

Wm.  Henet  Trescot. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Office, 

Richmond,  October  13,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  has  been  received.    It  would 
be  necessary  undoubtedly  to  agree  to  secure  employment  for,  say, 
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three  years  to  these  ironworkers  at  good  rates,  say,  $3  per  day,  or 
whatever  you  might  find  them  willing  to  accept,  their  wages  begin- 
ning from  date  of  embarkation  and  passage  furnished. 

The  reduction  of  ores  with  coke  seems  not  to  be  understood  here, 
and  these  men  (two  would  suffice)  are  wanted  for  this  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Gorgas, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Charleston,  S.  C 
P.  S. — It  is  iron  for  cannon  to  which  I  allude  particularly,  and 
therefore  suggested  the  Low  Moor  &  Curren  works,  where  cannon 
are  made. 

J.  G. 


Cardenas,  Cuba,  October  18, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  apprise  you  of  our  safe  arrival  on  the 
16th  at  this  port.  We  left  Charleston  at  1  a.  m.  on  Saturday  the  12th, 
as  I  told  you  we  should  do  in  my  letter  from  there  of  the  preceding 
day.  Fortunately  a  rain  came  on  at  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
which  intf-ea-sing  the  darkness  the  better  enabled  us  to  elude  the 
blockading  squadron.  We  passed,  as  the  captain  reported,  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  nearest  ship,  the  squadron  then  consisting  of 
three  steamers  and  a  sloop  of  war  (a  sailing  vessel).  We  could  see 
their  lights,  apparently  not  distant,  but  presume  we  escaped  observa- 
tion, as  we  could  see  or  hear  no  movement  of  the  squadron.  After 
we  had  passed  them  some  3  or  4  miles,  abandoning  the  coast  we  put 
directly  out  to  sea,  and  bv  the  outer  passage  made  direct  for  Nassau. 
Off  that  port  we  learned  from  the  pilots  who  came  on  board  that 
there  was  no  steamer  or  other  regular  communication  thence  to  St. 
Thomas,  the  point  of  departure  of  the  British  steamer  line.  We  did 
not  land,  therefore,  or  cast  anchor,  but  put  off  at  once  for  the  Island 
of  Cuba.  I  should  have  added  that  we  reached  Xassau  about  4 
p.  m.  on  Monday.  At  sea,  off  the  harbor  of  Cardenas,  we  met  with  a 
small  Spanish  war  steamer.  When  we  raised  the  Confederate  flag 
and  asked  to  speak  with  them,  our  salutation  (by  dipping  our  flag) 
as  the  vessels  approached  each  other  was  courteously  returned  and 
the  Spaniard  lay  to.  Mr.  Slidell,  with  Mr.  Eustis  went  on  board,  and 
on  his  return  reported  that  he  was  received  with  great  kindness  and 
civility.  We  had  been  somewhat  detained  in  finding  our  way  over  the 
shoal  water  of  the  Bahama  banks,  and  it  being  doubtful  whether  the 
coal  remaining  would  take  us  to  Havana,  it  was  determined  to  put 
into  this  port,  the  Spanish  steamer  kindly  volunteering  to  attend  and 
show  us  the  way.  We  cast  anchor  off  the  town  about  2  p.  m..  but  our 
papers  of  clearance  being  directed  to  Havana,  and  there  being  some 
difficulty  in  getting  the  authorities  together,  we  did  not  effect  a  land- 
ing until  the  next  day  (yesterday) . 

The  customhouse  officers,  however,  were  civil  and  attentive,  and 
as  soon  as  the  local  governor  could  be  appealed  to.  he  dispensed  with 
all  formalities,  and  ourselves  and  baggage  landed  without  further 
difficulty  or  inspection.    I  regret  to  say.  however,  that  we  shall  have 
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no  steamer  hence  to  St.  Thomas  until  9th  of  November.  The  steamer 
for  Cadiz,  once  a  month,  departed  on  its  voyage  from  Havana  the  day 
of  our  arrival  here.  We  shall  thus  be  detained  in  Cuba  some  three 
weeks.  The  island  is  said  to  be  healthy.  We  shall  go  to  Havana  or 
its  neighborhood  in  a  day  or  two,  and  remain  there  or  thereabouts 
until  the  time  of  our  departure.  We  found  a  few  Yankee  vessels  in 
port  here,  and  learned  that  some  of  the  captains  loudly  expressed 
their  dissatisfaction  at  our  being  escorted  into  port  by  a  Spanisli 
man-of-war.  The  governor,  with  some  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
of  the  town  have  called  on  and  proffered  us  every  attention,  and,  so 
far  as  we  can  gather  opinion  from  conversation  and  on  the  streets, 
the  sympathies  of  the  people  are  entirely  with  us.  I  should  not  omit 
to  add  that  a  Mr.  Casanova,  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Slidell,  and  who 
married  a  Virginia  lady,  learning  at  his  plantation  by  a  dispatch 
sent  from  here  of  our  arrival,  came  immediately  to  town  by  a  ride  of 
30  miles  on  horseback  and  cordially  and  urgently  invited  our  entire 
party  to  visit  him  at  his  plantations,  both  of  sugar  and  coffee,  and 
become  his  guests  during  our  stay  in  the  island ;  and  as  further  evi- 
dence of  his  kindness  and  sympathy,  as  may  be,  has  arranged  a 
special  train  of  cars  to -take  such  of  the  party  as  can  go  there  to-mor- 
row.   Mr.  Slidell  and  his  family  and  I  will  go  for  a  few  days. 

At  Havana  we  shall  endeavor  to  gather  such  information  as  may 
be  useful  to  the  Government  as  regards  the  disposition  of  the  author- 
ities and  the  people  and  transmit  it  thence  by  such  opportunity  as 
may  be  presented. 

We  think  that  our  successful  departure  from  Charleston,  leaving 
the  Nashville  still  there,  will  best  vindicate  the  course  we  adopted 
in  recommending  to  the  Government  the  charter  of  a  smaller  steamer. 
From  our  experience  in  the  matter  and  knowing  how  closely  the 
port  was  watched  we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on 
the  result. 

The  steamer  that  brought  us.  under  her  new  name  of  the  Theodora, 
after  replenishing  her  coal  here  proceeded  on  her  way  to  Havana, 
and  I  shall  send  this  dispatch  to  meet  her  there,  and  I  hope  to  be 
safely  taken  by  her  to  you. 

We  sent  you  from  Charleston  the  charter  party  with  her  owners, 
and  with  it  the  engagement  of  the  house  of  Fraser  &  Co.  to  pay 
$5,000  for  the  privilege  of  freighting  her  home  from  Havana,  all 
which  we  hope  will  be  acceptable  to  the  GoAernment. 

Writing  you  thus  fully.  Mr.  Slidell  requests  me  to  say  that  he  has 
considered  it  unnecessary  to  write  separately,  but  that  he  will  do  so 
from  Havana.  I  am  gratified  to  add  that  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
cessive heat  all  of  our  large  family  remain  in  good  health.  Ther- 
mometer from  90°  to  98°. 

With  great  respect,  and  verv  trulv,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  K.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — Pardon  the  defaced  condition  of  this  sheet.  It  is  the  re- 
maining one  of  the  stock  I  brought  with  me. 

J.  M.  M. 


284  LIST   OF   PAPERS. 

No.  12.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  October  23,  1861. 
Sir.:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  that  on  the  21st   instant   a 
brilliant  victory  was  won  near  Leesburg,  in  Virginia,  by  3  regi- 
ments of  Confederate  troops  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Evans 
over  12  regiments  of  the  enemy. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  report  from  the  War  Department  containing 
official  dispatches  giving  details  of  the  engagement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  A.  Dudley  Mann. 

(Same    dispatch    was   sent    Messrs.    Yancey,    Host,    Mason,    and 
Slidell.) 


Ko.  2.]  Havana,  October  22,  1861. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  place 
last  night,  and  am  to  have  an  interview  with  his  Excellency  the 
captain  general  of  Cuba  to-morrow.  As  a  steamer  will  sail  to-night 
for  Charleston,  I  am  only  enabled  to  announce  my  arrival  in  this 
dispatch  and  to  state  that  I  learn  from  various  gentlemen  who  have 
called  on  me  this  morning  that  the  officials  and  people  of  Cuba 
sympathize  with  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  duplicate  of  my  dispatch  No.  1,  fearing  the 
original  may  not  reach  you,  and  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  call 
your  attention. 

I  am  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  3.]  Havana,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to 
his  Excellency  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  dated  22d  ultimo,  notify- 
ing him  of  my  appointment  and  requesting  an  interview,  a  transla- 
tion of  his  reply,  dated  the  following  day,  and  a  copy  of  my  dispatch 
to  the  Hon.  P.  A.  Rost,  dated  6th  instant.  These  several  papers 
will  explain  to  you  the  manner  of  my  reception  by  and  the  result  of 
my  first  interview  with  the  superior  governor  of  Cuba.  I  deem  it 
only  necessary  to  add  that  his  manner  then  and  on  a  subsequent 
occasion  when  I  called  by  invitation  to  pay  my  respects  to  the 
countess,  was  perfectly  cordial,  and  no  doubt  intended  to  strengthen 
his  assurances  of  sympathy  in  our  cause.  I  will  also  remark"  that 
he  assured  me  he  would  adhere  to  his  resolution  to  permit  our  ves- 
sels to  enter  the  Cuban  ports  under  the  Confederate  flag  for  all  the 
purposes  of  legitimate  commerce,  on  the  terms  of  vessels  of  other 
nations  having  no  resident  consuls  here. 
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I  am  gratified  to  state  that  I  find  a  large  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Havana  zealously  advocating  our  cause,  and  am  informed 
that  the  same  feeling  extends  throughout  the  island. 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cn.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure  1.] 

Hotel  Cubano, 
Havana,  October  22,  1861. 
Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  appointed 
special  agent  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
to  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  other  places ;  and  herewith  enclose  to  your 
Excellency  my  commission,  and  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  for  my  Government,  accrediting  me  to  you. 

I  arrived  at  Havana  last  night,  and  shall  have  the  honor  to  call  at 
any  hour  on  to-morrow,  which  may  be  agreeable  to  your  Excellency, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  my  respects. 

With  a  lively  recollection  of  your  former  courtesy  to  me,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
His  Excellency  the  Captain  General, 
Don  Francisco  Serrano, 

Superior  Governor  of  Cuba,  etc. 

[Enclosure  No.    2 — Translation.] 

Havana,  October  23, 1861. 

Yesterday  I  received  your  polite  communication  in  which  you  ad- 
vise me  of  your  having  been  appointed  by  the  Southern  States  of  the 
American  Union  special  agent  for  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  Eng- 
lish and  Danish  possessions,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  with  the 
same,  friendly  relations.  I  received  at  the  same  time  the  dispatches, 
one  addressed  to  me  in  my  official  capacity  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis 
advising  me  of  the  appointment  made  and  the  other  which  constitutes 
your  credentials  as  such  agent. 

I  feel  pained  to  answer  you  that  I  do  not  believe  myself  in  any 
manner  authorized  to  receive  you  in  the  character  in  which  you  pre- 
sent yourself.  You  are  well  aware  that  the  Government  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  whose  delegate  I  am,  but  without  faculties  either 
to  establish  or  reject  foreign  relations,  has  not  yet  recognized  as  a 
government  de  jure  which  de  facto  exists  in  the  Southern  States,  and 
in  this  case  and  until  the  authorization  of  the  Queen  is  obtained,  there 
is  no  legal  ground  for  you  to  exercise  in  the  Spanish  dominions  any 
official  act,  which  would  doubtless  signify  an  acknowledgment  which 
is  not  accorded. 

You  must  be  aware  that  in  the  difficult  circumstances  through 
which  American  politics  is  passing,  that  discretion  and  prudence  must 
predominate  in  the  conduct  observed  by  foreign  powers,  and  much 
more  so  in  those  who  represent  the  interests  of  neutrals.  I  promise 
you,  however,  to  lay  the  subject  before  her  Majesty  by  the  next  mail, 
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and  inform  you  of  the  resolution  she  may  adopt  in  view  of  the 
subject. 

Notwithstanding  this,  if  you  wish  to  call  on  me  as  a  private  indi- 
vidual, you  know  you  can  do  so  as  soon  as  you  choose,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  it  wdl  be  highly  satisfactory  to  me  to  continue  the  friendly 
relations  which  commenced  between  us  in  the  period  when  you  so 
worthily  discharged  the  duties  of  consul  general  of  the  United  States 
in  this  island. 

Such  is  the  only  resolution  in  my  power  to  adopt,  and  which  I 
communicate  to  you,  herewith  returning  to  you  the  document  you 
sent  me. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

Francisco  Serrano. 

Charles  J.  Helm,  Esq. 

[Enclosure  3.] 

Havana,  November  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  Having  been  informed  by  Mr.  Slidell  that  you  have  been  ap- 
pointed commissioner  to  the  Court  of  Spain  by  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here- 
with a  copy  of  my  note  of  the  22d  ultimo  to  his  Excellency,  the  cap- 
tain general  of  Cuba,  informing  him  of  my  appointment  as  special 
agent  for  our  Government  to  the  Spanish,  English,  and  Danish 
Islands,  containing  the  request  that  he  would  name  an  hour  on  the 
following  day  for  an  interview,  and  a  translation  of  his  Excellency's 
reply,  which  latter  you  will  observe  is  written  in  good  taste,  and 
accords  all  I  could  expect  at  this  time. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  called  at  the  palace  and  was  imme- 
diately admitted  to  an  interview  with  his  Excellency,  in  which  I 
explained  to  him  the  views  of  the  President  of  the  Confederacy  and 
urged  upon  him  the  very  great  interest  Spain  has  in  the  success  of 
the  Confederate  States  in  their  present  struggle  for  independence, 
and  the  importance  to  both  Governments  of  a  close  alliance,  the 
force  and  truth  of  all  which  he  admitted,  exhibiting  much  personal 
sympathy  in  our  cause.  The  interview  was  concluded  by  an  assur- 
ance from  his  Excellency  that  he  would  faithfully  represent  to  her 
Majesty  the  arguments  submitted,  in  which  he  said  he  fully  con- 
curred. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  P.  A.  Eost, 

Commissioner  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  Paris. 


No.  1.] 

Richmond,  October  23,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  that  on  the  21st  instant  a  bril- 
liant victory  was  won  near  Leesburg,  in  Virginia,  by  3  regiments 
of  Confederate    troops,    commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Evans, 
over  12  regiments  of  the  enemy. 
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I  herewith  enclose  _a  report  from  the  War  Department  containing 
official  dispatches  giving  details  of  the  engagement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  James  M.  Ma«»n. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department, 
Richmond,  Octoher  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  date,  I  herewith  sub- 
join the  following  dispatches,  being  all  the  information  received  at 
this  department  of  the  victory  at  Leesburg :  " 

Genterviixe,  October  22. 
Evans  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  yesterday.     A  brilliant  affair  tor  our 
arms.     He  drove  12  regiments  back  into  the  river,  took  nearly  200  prisoners, 
including  Colonel  Cogswell  and  10  officers,  killed  Colonel  Baker,  of  California- 
Oregon,  and  took  6  pieces  of  artillery.    Thus  stood  the  affair  at  dusk. 

Thos.  Jokdajt,  A.  A.  O. 
President  Davis. 

Headquarters  First  Corps,  Army  of  Potomac, 

CcntcrrUlc,  October  22. 
In  addition,  concerning  Evans's  victory,  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of 
nearly  600  prisoners.  1,200  stand  arms;  their  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners 
between  1,000  and  1,200.  The  rout  was  total.  An  Infantry  fight,  Eighth  Vir- 
ginia, Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiments  engaged.  The  Thir- 
teenth Mississippi  held  in  reserve.  No  artillery  fired  by  us. 
Official. 

Thos.  Jordan,  A.  A.  G. 
President  Davis. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  Bledsoe, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  War. 
Hon.  Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Ya. 


No.  9.]  Paris,  Octoher  28, 1861. 

Sib  :  On  the  26th  instant  we  had  an  informal  interview,  accorded  to 
our  request,  with  M.  Thouvenel,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

M.  Thouvenel  informed  us  that  the  French  Government  watched 
with  lively  interest  the  contest  between  the  two  American  Govern- 
ments, and  that  there  was  an  agreement  between  England  and 
France  to  communicate  to  each  other  all  facts  and  propositions  which 
eame  to  the  knowledge  of  either,  and  when  they  did  act  to  act  to- 
gether: that  their  ministers  in  America  had  informed  their  several 
Governments  that  at  present  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  peoples 
of  the  two  belligerent  powers  were  such  that  action  at  this  time  was 
not  politic;  that  when  they  did  act  they  desired  to  do  so  at  such 
a  time  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  peace,  if  possible.  He  assured 
us  that  an  important  military  success  might  determine  the  period 
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for  their  action.  Also  that  the  two  Governments  were  in  hopes  that 
their  action  when  taken  would  receive  the  sanction  of  Spain,  Prussia, 
and  other  powers,  and  thus  give  to  it  great  moral  weight.  As  to  the 
blockade,  he  said  that  the  admirals  of  the  English  and  French  navies 
on  the  American  coast  were  in  close  observance  of  it,  and  had  com- 
municated to  their  Governments  that  although  the  blockade  was  not 
such  as  to  seal  up  the  ports  hermetically  it  was  yet  not  so  ineffective 
as  to  authorize  a  protest  against  it.  He  further  informed  us  that 
England  and  France  had  entered  into  an  arrangement,  which  would 
soon  be  made  effective,  by  which  a  vessel  of  war  would  be  sent  into 
Southern  ports  at  regular  periods  to  carry  communications  to  their 
consuls.  While  there  were  no  words  used  by  M.  Thouvenel  to  bear 
such  actual  meaning,  yet  we  were  impressed  by  the  minister  with  the 
belief  that  the  French  Government  entertained  profound  sj-mpathy 
for  the  cause  of  the  South  and  expected  that  events  would  transpire 
within  no  distant  period  which  would  cause  it  to  recognize  the  Con- 
federate States.  We  have  information  of  an  unofficial  character  but 
apon  Avhich  we  rely  that  the  Emperor  and  his  ministry  will  support 
England  in  any  action  which  that  Government  may  deem  it  to  be 
its  duty  or  interest  to  take  in  the  premises.  There  is  undoubtedly 
a  most  intimate  and  cordial  understanding  between  England  and 
France  on  this  question. 

We  understand  that  Captain  Semmes  and  the  Sumter  have  ar- 
rived in  an  English  port.  We  have  up  to  this  moment  no  news  of  the 
Nashville  and  of  the  two  commissioners  which  the  New  York  papers 
inform  us  left  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  12th  instant.  Mr. 
Yancey  will  return  to  London  on  the  31st  instant. 


Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  etc. 


[Endorsement.] 


Transcribed  from  drafts  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Yancey.  Origi- 
nals never  received. 

W.  M.  B. 

[Enclosure.] 

Paris,  9  Rue  Meromesnil,  October  #4,  1861. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
they,  together  with  Mr.  A.  Dudley  Mann,  have  been  commissioned  by 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  represent  the 
Government  of  those  States  near  the  Government  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
friendly  relations  and  of  negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation. 

They  respectfully  request  the  honor  of  an  unofficial  interview  with 
your  Excellency  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon  the  subject  of 
those  relations. 


His  Excellency  Monsieur  Thouvenel. 
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No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  October  "29,  18G1. 

Sir  :  The  attention  of  this  Government  has  been  recently  drawn 
to  the  case  of  two  British  vessels  laden  with  naval  stores  at  the  port 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  which  were  forbidden  to  proceed  to  sea  by 
the  military  authorities  at  that  port. 

To  avoid  any  misapprehension  of  the  motives  of  this  action  on  the 
part  of  this  Government  and  to  enable  you  to  explain  the  matter 
fully,  in  case  j-ou  are  required  to  do  so,  I  think  it  proper  to  put  you 
in  possession  of  all  the  facts.  When  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
British  vessels  Bruce  and  Napier  were  taking  on  board  cargoes  of 
naval  stores  (contraband  of  war)  and  proposed  to  clear  from  the 
port  of  Wilmington,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  the  col- 
lector of  that  port  to  allow  those  ships  to  complete  their  cargo  and 
clear  as  they  desired,  unless  there  was  good  reason  to  believe,  as 
many  of  the  inhabitants  supposed,  that  their  neutral  papers  were 
intended  as  covers  for  unlawful  trade  with  the  enemy.  Under  this 
authority  it  appears  these  two  vessels,  laden  with  full  cargoes  of 
naval  stores,  were  proceeding  to  sea  when  the  general  commanding 
at  Wilmington,  believing  that  they  would  certainly  be  captured  and 
their  cargoes  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  to  be  used  in  the  war 
now  being  waged  against  us,  and  acting  under  instructions  from  the 
War  Department,  issued  an  order  for  their  detention  until  he  should 
be  satisfied  that  they  could  proceed  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
escape  from  the  enemy's  cruisers.  This  order  for  the  detention  of 
the  vessels  was  accompanied  by  an  offer  to  their  owners  that  if  they 
should  be  unwilling  to  suffer  this  delay  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  in  the  exercise  of  its  right  of  preemption  in  regard 
to  the  cargoes  (being  contraband  of  war)  would  pay  the  compensa- 
tion proper  in  such  cases  according  to  the  law  of  nations. 

It  is  true  that  the  Bruce  and  the  Napier  entered  Wilmington  with- 
out molestation  from  any  blockading  vessel,  and  it  is  said  without 
any  notice  that  any  blockade  existed ;  and  it  may  be  said,  therefore, 
that,  having  entered  a  port  when  no  blockading  force  was  in  sight, 
they  have  a  right  to  go  to  sea  with  their  cargoes  without  hindrance 
from  the  enemy.  That  they  have  such  a  right  is  undoubted ;  but  we 
know  that  the  rights  of  neutrals  and  the  usages  of  nations  have  not 
been  recently  respected  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  Iliavat'ha,  with  a  cargo  owned  by  British  subjects,  cleared  from 
the  port  of  Richmond  having,  it  is  confidently  asserted,  never  re- 
ceived anv  notice  of  a  blockade.  Yet,  she  was  seized  and  has  been 
condemned  by  a  United  States  prize  court.  Admonished  by  this  and 
other  examples  this  Government  was  clearly  justified  in  supposing 
that  the  enemy's  authorities  would  not  suffer  the  Bruce  and  Napier 
to  proceed  to  sea  without  hindrance,  particularly  when  it  was  known 
that  these  vessels  contained  articles  of  which  they  stand  in  urgent 
need  for  warlike  purposes. 

You  will  observe  from  the  foregoing  detail  that  this  Government 
has  treated  the  cases  of  the  Bruce  and  Napier  with  all  possible  in- 
dulgence consistent  with  our  own  security,  and  that  its  action  can  not 
be  justly  considered  in  the  least  derogation  of  that  protection  which 
it  owes  to  the  legitimate  trade  of  neutrals  within  its  ports. 
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It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Government  to  promote  and  encour- 
age by  all  the  means  in  its  possession  the  most  intimate  and  liberal 
commercial  intercourse  with  neutral  powers.  It  is  a  source  of  deep 
regret  that  those  powers  have  not  availed  themselves  of  their  legal 
right  to  trade  in  every  port  of  the  Confederate  States,  since  it  can  not 
be  contended  that  at  any  time  the  blockade  declared  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  been  efficient  or  binding  on  neutral 
nations.  While  this  Government  is  indisposed  to  complain  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Governments  of  the  great  European  powers 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  between  the  Confederate  States 
and  the  United  States,  it  can  not  be  denied  that  the  effect  of  the 
neutrality  observed  by  those  powers  has  proved  of  far  more  dis- 
advantage to  the  Confederate  States  than  to  the  enemy.  While  the 
strict  letter  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  in  relation  to  privateers  has 
been  enforced  against  us  to  our  manifest  prejudice,  the  terms  of  that 
agreement,  which  declare  that  blockades  to  be  binding  must  be  effect- 
ive, have  not  been  enforced  as  against  our  enemy,  although  abundant 
evidence  has  been  afforded  that  no  port  in  the  Confederate  States  has 
ever  been  efficiently  blockaded.  Thus,  neutrality  has  been  strained 
to  its  utmost  limit  as  against  the  Confederate  States,  while  clear 
legal  rights  have  not  been  asserted  as  against  our  enemies,  where 
their  assertion  would  have  been  to  our  advantage. 

I  have  observed  that  the  impression  prevails  to  some  extent  in  Eng- 
land that  this  Government  has  prohibited  the  exportation  of  cotton 
by  sea  to  neutral  and  friendly  nations.  It  would  be  well  that  you 
should  take  means  to  correct  this  error.  The  laws  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States  warrant  no  such  prohibition,  and  further  proof  of  this  is 
afforded  by  the  recent  departure  from  Savannah  of  the  steamship 
Bermuda,  laden  with  cotton  and  bound  for  Liverpool. 

Congress  has  alone  prohibited  the  exportation  of  cotton  for  the 
use  of  the  enemy  or  through  the  enemy's  territory. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  October  31,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters 
of  the  1st  and  12th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  British  vessels  Napier 
and  Robert  Bruce,  and  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  stating  that 
the  first-mentioned  communications  were  addressed  to  me  in  my 
official  capacity.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  vou  that  the  Govern- 
ment haying  good  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  Bruce  and  the  Napier, 
laden  with  naval  stores  (contraband  of  war)  proceeded  to  sea  from 
the  port  of  Wilmington  at  the  time  it  was  desired  thev  should  do 
so  they  would  be  captured  by  the  enemy  and  their  cargoes  used  for 
the  purposes  of  the  war  now  being  waged  against  us,  the  general 
commanding  at  Wilmington  was  ordered  to  detain  them  until  an  op- 
portunity offered  for  them  to  go  to  sea  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
escaping  the  enemy's  cruisers.     The  general  was  also  instructed  to 
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inform  the  owners  or  agents  of  the  vessels  that  if  they  preferred  to 
discharge  their  cargo  rather  than  be  thus  detained,  this  Government 
was  ready  to  give  them  the  compensation  proper  in  such  cases  under 
the  usages  of  nations.  The  detention  of  the  vessels  was  ordered,  you 
will  perceive,  solely  as  a  measure  of  self-defense;  and  the  offer  to 
indemnify  the  owners  in  the  manner  and  at  the  rate  established  by 
the  law  of  nations  manifests  the  anxiety  of  this  Government  to  pro- 
tect the  neutral  vessels  against  loss. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  etc., 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Robert  Bunch,  Esq.,  etc. 


London,  November  8, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  As  the  Gladiator  has  been  detained  till  to-day,  I  have 
concluded  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  upon  the  American  crisis, 
written  to  a  citizen  of  Portland,  Me.,  by  Mr.  Lindsay,  M.  P.  Mr. 
L.  is  one  of  the  heaviest  shipping  merchants  in  England,  is  an  in- 
fluential member  of  parliament,  and  chairman  of  one  of  the  most 
important  business  committees.  He  has  made  several  speeches  in 
England  favorable  to  us,  and  has  consequently  been  threatened  by 
Yankees  with  a  loss  of  all  their  shipping  patronage,  and  has  indeed 
already  met  with  a  loss  of  several  thousand  pounds  sterling  income. 

But  he  is  wealthy  and  independent.  I  have  found  him  of  great 
service  in  forcing  my  views  on  the  minds  of  the  British  ministry 
by  his  letters  and  conversations  containing  the  substance  of  the  matter 
which  I  desired  them  to  be  possessed  of. 

Perhaps  the  publication  of  this  letter  might  be  found  to  be 
advantageous. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 

Hon.  B.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Richmond. 

P.  S. — I  have  written  a  letter  to  Hon.  "Win.  Preston,  late  U.  S. 
minister  to  Spain,  and  wish  it  sent  to  his  address.  Also  one  to  Mrs. 
Yancey,  and  I  am  uncertain  whether  she  is  in  Richmond,  at  Mr. 
Harrell's,  or  in  Montgomery,  Ala.  Please  send  it  to  Mr.  Harrell,  of 
the  Post  Office  Department, 

W.  L.  Y. 


Dispatch  No.  4.] 

Havana,  November  9, 1861. 

Sir:  There  are  1.800  Enfield  rifles,  with  accoutermonts  and  car- 
tridges, in  store  here  belonging  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  which  would 
be  delivered  to  me,  as  the  agent  of  the  Confederate  States,  upon  the 
payment  of  freight  and  charges,  for  reshipment:  I  have  therefore 
the  honor  to  suggest  that  I  be  instructed  to  receive  and  forward  these 
arms  if  thought  advisable  by  the  Government. 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  here,  I  addressed  a  communication 
to  a  commercial  house  at  Nassau,  recommended  to  me  by  Mr.  Craw- 
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ford,  the  British  consul-general  here,  asking  information  as  to  the 
advantages  and  facilities  for  making  a  depot  there,  for  the  storing 
and  reshipping  cargo,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Toombs,  and  in  reply  am 
informed  that  "  acts  of  Parliament  and  colonial  regulations  would 
so  trammel  the  enterprise  that  it  is  not  believed  to  be  feasible."  I 
shall,  however,  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  an  accessible  port  from 
which  the  cargo  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  No.  1  now  en  route  may 
be  stored  and  reshipped  at  pleasure,  unless  there  be  some  change  in 
port  regulations  not  anticipated. 

I  find  here  a  description  of  shoes  such  as  those  issued  to  the  Cuban 
army,  which  may  be  obtained  in  considerable  quantity  and  at  a 
moderate  price,  about  $1  a  pair.  They  are  of  light-colored  leather, 
single  soles,  without  heels,  but  strong  and  well  made.  Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Slidell,  and  Captain  Newcomb,  formerly  of  the  United  States 
Army,  say  they  would  answer  a  good  purpose.  I  will  ship,  if  needed, 
such  quantity  as  you  or  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct. 

I  learn  that  there  remains  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Cahuzac  &  Bro., 
merchants  of  this  city,  a  portion  of  the  funds  intrusted  by  the 
Government  to  Mr.  Lewis,  known  here  as  Mr.  Martin,  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  arms,  which  can  not  be  drawn  without  an  order  from 
the  Bank  of  Louisiana.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  this  fund 
be  placed  to  my  credit  here,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  described 
in  my  dispatch  written  from  London,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
department.  I  also  learn  that  the  vessel  on  which  Mr.  Lewis  sailed, 
laden  with  the  arms  purchased  by  him,  has  been  captured  and  he 
taken  prisoner. 

I  have  and  shall  continue  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  induce  mer- 
chants and  others  to  engage  in  ventures  to  our  ports.  Several  small 
vessels  have  been  dispatched  since  I  arrived,  and  others  are  now 
being  loaded  with  the  necessities  of  life,  most  of  which  will  no  doubt 
successfully  run  the  blockade. 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  November  11,  1561. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  draft  on  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  $5,000,  and  one  at  three  davs'  sight  on  John 
Fraser  &  Co.,  Charleston,  for  $5,000,  making  $10,000,  which  sum  is 
in  payment  of  the  charter  of  the  steamer  Gordon  by  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Slidell  on  account  of  the  Government,  as  per  agreement  dated 
October  8,  1861.     You  will  be  pleased  to  sign  and  transmit  to  this 
department  the  enclosed  duplicate  receipts. 
I  am,  sir,  etc.. 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Francis  J.  Porciier  Esq., 
Charleston,  S.  v. 
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Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  November  12,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  ultimo,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  request  of  this  Department,  caused 
the  enclosed  interrogatories  to  be  addressed  to  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  the  seaports  of  the  Confederate  States.  Up  to  this  date  re- 
plies have  been  received  onlv  from  the  collectors  at  Wilmington, 
N.  C;  Mobile;  Charleston;  St.  Marks,  Fla.;  Savannah;  Fernandina; 
Beaufort,  X.  C. ;  and  Brunswick,  Ga. 

(1  and  2)  The  writers  concur  in  stating  that  they  do  not  know 
whether  ingress  or  egress  has  been  allowed  to  any  vessels  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  blockading  squadron* 

(3)  They  state  that  intermissions  of  the  blockade  varying  in  point 
of  duration  have  frequently  occurred,  and  that  for  several  consecu- 
tive days  no  blockading  ship  has  been  in  sight;  but  that  the  collector 
can  not  accurately  determine  whether  such  intermissions  have  been 
caused  by  a  deliberate  withdrawal  of  the  squadron,  by  superior  or- 
ders, by  stress  of  weather,  or  being  employed  in  chasing  vessels. 

(■i)  They  all  affirm  positively  that  at  no  time  has  the  enemy's  force 
been  sufficient  to  maintain  an  efficient  blockade,  and  that  the  best 
proof  of  this  is  afforded  by  the  long  list  of  vessels  which  have  entered 
and  cleared  from  their  respective  ports  from  the  date  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  blockade  to  the  present,  copies  of  which  have  been 
communicated  to  her  Majesty's  Government. 
I  remain,  sir,  etc., 

"VVm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
F.  J.  Cridland,  Esq., 

Her  British  Majesty's  Acting  Consul. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  November  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  Having  appointed  you  commercial  agent  of  the  Confederate 
States  at  London,  I  herewith  enclose  your  commission.  You  will 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  proceed  to  your  post,  and  immediately 
after  your  arrival  report  yourself  to  our  commissioner,  the  Hon. 
James  M.  Mason,  to  whom  you  will  exhibit  your  credentials  and 
explain  the  general  purposes  of  your  agency. 

You  will  avail  yourself  of  every  opportunity  to  communicate  with 
this  Department,  and  keep  it  advised  of  the  tone  of  the  English 
press  and  the  current  of  public  sentiment  with  regard  to  the  struggle 
in  which  the  Confederate  States  is  now  engaged;  transmitting  with 
appropriate  comments  such  printed  extracts  from  the  public  journals 
as  you  may  deem  to  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  question. 
You  will  be  diligent  and  earnest  in  your  efforts  to  impress  upon 
the  public  mind  abroad  the  ability  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
maintain  their  independence,  and  to  this  end  you  will  publish  what- 
ever information  you  possess  calculated  to  convey  a  just  idea  of 
their  ample  resources  and  vast  military  strength  and- to  raise  their 
character  and  Government  in  general  estimation.  You  will  zealously 
strive  to  remove  any  fears  that  may  be  entertained  abroad  as  to 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  from  which  we  have  separated,  by 
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showing  that  such  a  reconstruction  is  now  impossible,  and  that  it 
is  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
prosecute  the  war  until  their  independence  shall  no  longer  be  assailed. 
You  will  keep  constantly  before  the  public  view  in  Great  Britain, 
the  tyranny  of  the  Lincoln  Government,  its  utter  disregard  of  the 
personal  rights  of  its  citizens,  and  its  other  notorious  violations 
of  law. 

Contrasted  with  this  you  can  justly  and  forcibly  dwell  upon  the 
fact  that  peace  and  order  have  reigned  everywhere  in  the  Con- 
federate States  and  that  the  laws  have  been  constantly  and  im- 
partially administered,  ^ou  will  also  impress  upon  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  the  importance  of  the  trade  which  may  be  established 
between  our  respective  countries,  and  assure  them  of  the  almost 
universal  opinion  in  the  Confederate  States  that  as  few  restrictions 
as  possible  should  be  imposed  upon  that  trade  and  those  only  for 
revenue  purposes.  If  jtou  should  find  it  to  be  expedient,  after  leaving 
England  you  may  visit  Paris  and  report  yourself  to  Mr.  Slidell, 
show  him  your  commission  and  acquaint  him  with  the  objects  to  be 
accomplished  by  your  agency.  So  far  as  these  instructions'  may  be 
found  applicable  you  will,  while  in  France,  be  governed  by  them. 
Much  discretion,  however,  is  left  to  j^ou,  and  the  Department  relies 
for  success  upon  your  address  and  ability.  You  will  herewith  re- 
ceive $750  on  account  of  your  salary,  which  is  fixed  at  $1,500  a  year, 
and  $750  to  be  expended  in  carrying  out  these  instructions. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Henry  Hotze,  Esq. 

Dispatch  No.  5.]  Havana,  November  15, 1S61. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  a 
communication  from  Captain  Caleb  Huse,  dated  London,  October 
18,  from  which  I  make  the  following  extracts : 

******* 

I  have  purchased  and  expect  to  have  ready  for  sea  by  the  25th  at  least  (25th 
October)  a  schooner.  She  is  to  be  loaded  with  ammunition  and  will  be 
consigned  to  you.     *     *     * 

I  think  the  vessel  will  be  entirely  full  of  ammunition.  Should  there  bo 
any  vacant  space,  however,  arms  will  be  sent.  The  vessel  is  of  300  tons 
capacity.     *     *     * 

I  hope  to  send  15,000  arms  by  18th  November  by  steamer  direct  to  some 
American  port.  Should  I  not  succeed  in  obtaining  a  shipment  direct  I  shall 
forward  the  arms  to  you  by  steamer,  and  shall  follow  the  same  rule  with 
regard  to  accouterments  and  other  supplies.     *     *     * 

It  will  be  quite  impossible  for  me  to  remit  any  money  to  you. 

******* 

The  foregoing  will  explain  to  you  how  important  it  is  that  I 
should  without  delay  be  furnished  with  funds  to  be  used  at  the  point 
at  which  the  vessel  now  en  route  is  to  report  to  me  and  to  which 
I  must  repair  in  time  to  receive  and  make  proper  disposition  of  the 
cargo,  which  is  of  verv  great  value. 


and  my  plans  for  sending  it  forward.    In  the  meantime^  I  shall  be 
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much  gi'atified  and  relieved  by  receiving  suggestions  or  instructions 
from  the  Department  or  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War 
or  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject. 

I  -would  suggest  as  very  important  that  a  small  steamer  of  good 
speed,  under  English  or  Spanish  colors,  be  sent  to  me  by  from  1st 
to  10th  December,  or  that  I  be  authorized  to  purchase  one. 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Department  or  State, 
Richmond,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the   13th   instant,  to  the   Secretarv   of   State,  'which  reached  this 
department  on  yesterday,  the  17th  instant. 

I  am  requested  by  the  Secretary  to  inform  you  in  reply  that  three 
days  ago  instructions  were  sent  by  the  War  Department  to  the 
military   authorities   at   Wilmington  to   allow   the   British   vessels 
Napier  and  Robert  Bruce  to  proceed  to  sea  with  their  cargoes. 
I  remain,  sir,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Robert  Bunch,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk. 

November  18, 1861. 
Sir:  I  telegraphed  last  night  all  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mason  wrote 
in  reference  to  his  capture,  viz:  that  they  left  Havana  in  a  British 
mail  steamer  on  the  7th  instant,  and  next  day  were  fallen  in  with 
by  the  San  Jacinto,  whose  captain  felt  himself  authorized  to  take 
them  from  the  English  ship.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Major-General  Wool  upon  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  Huger, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hukter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  etc.. 

Fort  Monroe,  November  1G,  1861. 
General:  I  herewith  enclose   four  letters   from  Messrs.   Mason, 
Macf arland,  and  Eustis,  but  no  letter  from  Mr.  Slidell,  prisoners  re- 
cently captured  from  a  British  ship  by  Captain  Wilkes  of  the  San 
Jacinto.     Captain  Wilkes  leaves  to-day  for  New  York. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool,  Major-General. 
Official. 
Benj.  Huger,  Major-General. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  San  Jacinto, 
Off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  November  15, 1861. 

My  Vert  Dear  Wife  :  The  date  of  this  will  show  you  that  we  have 
been  captured  and  are  on  the  way  to  New  York;  the  ship  will 
put  into  Hampton  Eoads  for  coal.  Captain  Wilkes  has  been  good 
enough  to  say  that  he  will  give  this  to  the  officers  at  Fort  Monroe  to 
take  the  chances  of  being  sent  to  Norfolk  by  any  flag  of  truce  that 
may  offer.  We  left  Havana  on  the  7th  instant  on  board  a  British 
mail  steamer  bound  for  England,  and  on  the  next  day  this  ship  fell 
in  with  us  at  sea,  and  Captain  Wilkes,  the  commander,  it  seems,  felt 
himself  authorized  to  demand  us  from  the  English  captain,  and  here 
we  are.  As  to  all  questions  arising  from  the  circumstances  attending 
our  capture,  it  would  not  become  me  to  discuss  them  here,  as  my 
letter  will,  of  course,  pass  under  inspection.  Messrs.  Eustis,  Slidell, 
Macfarland,  and  myself  were  taken ;  the  ladies  proceeded  on  the  voy- 
age to  England.  Of  course  there  will  be  all  sorts  of  conjecture  in  the 
newspapers  concerning  our  capture  and  its  consequences,  but  I  have 
only  to  say,  my  dear  wife,  that  you  should  not  permit  your  mind  to 
be  affected  by  them,  and  draw  no  other  inference  from  my  silence 
concerning  them,  except  that  I,  of  necessity,  write  under  restraint. 

In  the  meantime  I  assure  you  and  our  dear  ones  at  home  that  I 
was  never  in  better  health  in  my  life,  and  in  no  manner  depressed, 
as  I  beg  you  will  not  be.  We  have  been  treated  with  every  possible 
courtesy  by  Captain  Wilkes  and  his  officers  and  are  guests  in  the 
cabin.  I  suppose  we  shall  get  to  New  York  on  Sunday  or  Monday 
next,  the  17th  or  18th.  and  in  due  time  presume  the  papers  will  tell 
what  disposition  is  made  of  us.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  write 
to  you,  but  if  allowed,  will  do  so,  and  may  have  it  in  my  power  to 
tell  you  through  what  channel  you  can  write.  Macfarland  will 
attend  to  your  affairs  and  have  no  care  about  mine,  which  are  ample. 
I  have  one  great  consolation  always  present  that  while  I  am  deprived 
of  the  power  of  watching  over  and  advising  you,  I  feel  entire  re- 
liance upon  the  efficiency  and  excellence  of  our  children  and  the  kind 
friends  around  you.  Should  you  find  the  means  of  Avriting  to  me 
let  me  have  full  details  of  domestic,  but  nothing  of  public,  affairs.  I 
can  only  add,  my  dear  wife,  my  prayers  for  your  safety  and  that  of 
our  loved  ones  at  home. 

Yours,  most  affectionately, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

My  love  to  Anna,  Kate,  and  all  our  circle  and  friends. 


No.  13.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  November  20, 1861. 

Gentlemen:  Your  dispatch  (No.  8)  dated  Paris,  October  5, 
reached  this  Department  on  the  18th  instant,  together  with  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Walker  Fearn,  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  your  commission,  for  the  amount  of  which  you 
are  authorized  to  draw  on  this  Department. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  to  vou,  by  direction  of  the 
President,  his  satisfaction  at  the  hopeful  and  encouraging  tenor  of 
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your  information,  and  his  approval  of  the  steps  you  have  taken  to 
obtain  the  object  of  your  mission. 

The  commissioners,  Hon.  John  Slidell  and  Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 
with  their  secretaries,  Hon.  George  Eustis  and  James  Macfarland, 
Esq.,  appointed  by  the  President  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
Congress  adopted  at  its  last  session,  embarked  at  the  neutral  Spanish  ' 
port  of  Havana  on  a  British  mail  steamer  on  the  7th  instant,  en  route 
for  England,  and  on  the  following  day  were  forcibly  arrested  by' 
Captain  Wilkes  of  the  U.  S.  ship  San  Jacinto,  taken  from  the  deck  of 
the  British  vessel  and  conveyed  as  prisoners  in  the  San  Jacinto  to 
New  York,  where  they  now  are.  Their  families  and  baggage  were 
allowed,  as  we  are  informed,  to  proceed  on  their  voyage. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can 
attempt  to  justify  this  flagrant  violation  of  the  laws  and  rights  of 
nations,  and  the  gross  insult  to  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  which  she 
has  always  justly  considered  to  be  a  sufficient  protection  to  all  who 
place  themselves  beneath  it,  whether  on  a  British  deck  or  on  British 
soil. 

It  is  only  our  duty  to  state  the  fact,  fully  persuaded  that  the 
British  Government,  whose  proud  boast  it  has  been  to  maintain  in- 
violate the  right  of  asylum  wherever  their  jurisdiction  extends,  will 
take  the  proper  steps  to  avenge  the  insult  thus  audaciously  offered 
to  their  country  by  the  United  States.  I  enclose  you,  marked  "A," 
the  official  information  received  at  this  Department  relative  to  the 
arrest. 

The  great  naval  expedition,  consisting,  as  was  reported,  of  80 
vessels,  mounting  upward  of  400  guns,  which  the  United  States 
Government  has  spent  months  in  preparing  for  an  attack  on  the 
coast  of  the  Confederate  States,  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  Broad 
River  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Port  Royal  on  the  6th  instant, 
and  on  the  next  day  commenced  an  attack  with  all  its  force  on  the 
two  open  sand  redoubts — containing,  one  20,  the  other  16  guns — which 
were  hastily  constructed  on  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point,  more  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  vessels  running  the  blockade  than  for  re- 
sisting a  considerable  naval  force.  After  an  engagement  of  nine 
hours,  the  400  guns  of  the  enemy's  fleet  succeeded  in  dismounting  the 
36  guns  of  our  sand  batteries,  our  militia  were  compelled  to  abandon 
them,  and  the  enemy,  under  protection  of  his  ship's  guns,  got  posses- 
sion of  Hilton  Head  and  the  little  village  of  Beaufort.  Previous  to 
the  landing  of  the  enemy  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hilton  Head,  the 
adjacent  islands,  and  Beaufort  abandoned  their  homes,  destroyed 
their  houses  and  property,  and  removed  the  greater  number  of  their 
servants.  The  able  bodied  of  those  whom  they  left  behind  have  been 
seized  by  the  enemy,  in  execution  of  the  program  of  servile  insurrec- 
tion, pillage,  arson,  and  rapine  furnished  to  the  naval  and  military 
commanders  of  the  enemy's  forces  by  their  Government,  a  copy  of 
which,  taken  from  the  New  York  newspapers,  is  sent  you  herewith 
marked  "  B." 

Beyond  the  power  to  devastate  property  and  steal  negroes  on  a 
few  miles  of  seaboard  the  enemy  has  not  obtained  any  substantial 
success.  Beaufort  is  not  a  shipping  port  for  commercial  purposes. 
No  cotton  has  ever  been  exported  thence,  nor  does  the  occupation  of 
the  island  on  which  it  is  situated  give  access  to  the  mainland  or  the 
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control  of  any  one  of  our  principal  marts  of  trade.  The  cotton  crop 
was  not  picked  when  the  enemy  made  the  attack,  and  is  consequently 
lost  from  the  withdrawal  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  laboring  force 
skilled  in  picking  and  preparing  the  growth  of  cotton  peculiar  to  the 
sea  islands. 

The  purposes  of  the  expedition  as  avowed  by  the  enemy  were: 
First,  to  establish  himself  in  strength  at  some  commanding  point 
of  our  seacoast;  second,  to  reopen  the  export  trade  of  cotton  and 
procure  large  supplies  of  the  staple  for  sale  abroad;  and  third,  to 
increase  his  means  for  subjugating  the  Confederate  States.  In  all 
of  these  purposes  he  has  completely  failed. 

I  send  you  herewith,  marked  "  C,"  the  official  accounts  of  the 
victories  gained  by  the  Confederate  forces  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  and 
Belmont.  Mo. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  reassembled  in  this  city 
on  the  18th  instant.  You  will  find  enclosed  the  message  of  the 
President  to  that  body,  marked  "  D." 

Copies  of  the  instructions  given  by  me  to  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Slidell  are  sent  you  herewith  for  your  guidance  and  information, 
and  copies  of  dispatches  informing  you  of  the  President's  desire  that 
Mr.  Rost  should  proceed  forthwith  to  Madrid  to  represent  the  Con- 
federate States  as  commissioner  there,  and  enclosing  his  letters  ac- 
crediting him  in  that  capacity. 
I  remain,  etc., 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

Hons.  W.  L.  Yancey,  P.  A.  Rost,  A.  Dudley  Mann. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  November  27, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  requested  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  he 
would  be  obliged  to  you  to  inform  him  if  evidence  can  be  furnished 
to. him  that  foreign  consuls  in  the  Confederate  States  have  refused 
to  allow  transfers  of  ships  in  our  ports  while  they  allow  them  in 
ports  of  the  United  States?     If  such  evidence  can 'be  obtained,  the 
Secretary  would  desire  to  receive  it. 
I  remain,  sir,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne,  . 
Assistant  Secretary. 
G.  B.  Lamar,  Esq.,  Savannah. 


London,  November  %9, 1861. 
The  undersigned  have  been  instructed  bv  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States  to  communicate  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment copies  of  the  list  of  vessels  which  have  arrived  at  and  de- 
parted from  the  various  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  since  the 
proclamation  of  a  blockade  of  those  ports  up  to  the  20th  of  August 
last,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  up  to  that  date  more  than  400 
vessels  have  arrived  and  departed  unmolested.     Since  the  date  of 
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these  reports,  other  and  most  important  violations  of  the  blockade 
are  known  to  have  occurred.  The  undersigned  will  instance  a  few 
of  the  most  prominent  and  well  known.  The  British  steamer  Ber- 
muda went  into  the  Confederate  port  of  Savannah  from  Falmouth, 
England,  on  the  28th  of  September,  and  left  that  port  for  Havana  on 
the  1st  instant.  The  Confederate  ship  Helen  left  Charleston  on  the 
2d  of  November  and  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  25th  instant.  The 
C.  S.  S.  Theodora  left  Charleston  on  or  about  the  1st  of  October,  put 
to  sea,  and  returned  on  the  same  day.  The  same  steamer  left  Charles- 
ton on  the  11th  of  October  for  Havana,  proceeded  to  that  port,  took 
in  cargo,  and  entered  the  port  of  Savannah  about  the  20th  of  the 
same  month.  Three  ships  with  cargoes  arrived  from  Havana  in  the 
Confederate  port  of  Savannah  about  October  24.  On  the  26th  of 
October  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  left  Charleston  and  arrived  at  South- 
ampton on  the  21st  instant. 

It  was  declared  by  the  five  great  European  powers,  at  the  confer- 
ence of  Paris,  "  that  blockades  to  be  binding  must  be  effective — that 
is,  maintained  by  a  force  really  sufficient  to  prevent  access  to  the 
enemy's  coast,"  a  principle  long  before  sanctioned  by  leading  pub- 
licists and  now  acknowledged  by  all  civilized  nations.  When  these 
resolutions  were  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  though  it  rejected  that  relating  to  privateers,  without  a  re- 
quired modification,  the  principle  in  regard  to  blockades  was  un- 
equivocally admitted  by  it.  On  the  13th  of  August  last  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  acknowledged  the  same  principle  in  its 
fullest  extent  by  a  declaration  of  Congress. 

The  undersigned  confidently  submit  that  the  annexed  list  of  vessels 
which  have  arrived  at  and  cleared  from  the  ports  of  the  Confederate 
States  since  proclamation  of  the  blockade  of  their  coast  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  conclusive  evidence  that  this  block- 
ade has  not  been  effective  and  is  therefore  not  binding. 

May  not  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  then  fairly 
suggest  that  the  five  great  Powers  owe  it  to  their  own  consistency  to 
the  rule  of  conduct  formally  laid  down  for  their  guidance,  and  to 
the  commercial  world  so  deeply  interested,  to  make  good  their  decla- 
ration so  solemnly  and  publicly  made.  Propositions  of  such  gravity 
and  emanating  from  sources  so  high  may  fairty  be  considered  as 
affecting  the  general  business  relations  of  human  society  and  as  con- 
trolling in  a  great  degree  the  calculations  and  arrangements  of  na- 
tions so  far  as  they  are  concerned  in  the  rules  thus  laid  down,  men 
have  a  right  to  presume  that  a  law  thus  proclaimed  will  be  univer- 
sally maintained  by  those  who  have  the  power  to  do  so  and  who  have 
taken  it  upon  themselves  to  watch  over  its  execution.  Nor  will  any 
suppose  that  particular  States  or  cases  would  be  exempted  from  its 
operation  under  the  influence  of  partiality  or  favor.  If,  therefore, 
we  can  prove  the  blockade  to  have  been  ineffectual,  we,  perhaps, 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  nations  assenting  to  this  declaration 
of  the  conference  at  Paris  will  not  consider  it  to  be  binding. 

We  are  fortified  in  this  expectation,  not  only  by  their  own  dec- 
larations, but  by  the  nature  of  the  interests  affected  by  the  block- 
ade. So  far,  at  least,  it  has  been  proved  that  the  only  certain  and 
sufficient  source  of  cotton  supply  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate 
States.     It  is  probable  that  there  are  more  people  without  than 
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within  the  Confederate  States  who  derive  their  means  of  living  from 
the  various  uses  which  are  made  of  this  important  staple.  A  war, 
therefore,  which  shuts  up  this  great  source  of  supply  from  the  gen- 
eral uses  of  mankind,  is  directed  as  much  against  those  who  transport 
and  manufacture  cotton  as  against  those  who  produce  the  raw  mate- 
rial. Innocent  parties  who  are  thus  affected  may  well  insist  that  a 
right  whose  exercise  operates  so  unfavorably  on  them  shall  only 
be  used  within  the  strictest  limits  of  public  law.  Would  it  not  be 
more  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  insist  that  among 
the  many  efficient  means  of  waging  war  this  one  should  be  excepted 
in  deference  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  so  many  of  whom 
depend  for  their  means  of  living  upon  a  ready  and  easy  access  to  the 
greatest  and  cheapest  cotton  market  in  the  world?  If,  for  the  gen- 
eral benefit  of  commerce,  some  of  its  great  routes  have  been  neu- 
tralized so  as  to  be  unaffected  by  the  chances  of  war,  might  not  an- 
other interest  of  a  greater  and  more  world-wide  importance  claim 
at  least  so  much  consideration  as  to  demand  the  benefit  of  every 
presumption  in  favor  of  its  protection  against  all  the  chances  of  war 
save  those  which  arise  under  the  strictest  rules  of  public  law? 

This  is  a  question  of  almost  as  much  interest  to  the  world  at  large 
as  it  is  to  the  Confederate  States.  No  belligerent  can  claim  the  right 
thus  to  injure  innocent  parties  by  such  a  blockade,  except  to  the 
extent  that  it  can  be  shown  to  furnish  the  legitimate,  or  perhaps 
we  might  go  still  further  and  say  the  necessary,  means  to  prosecute 
the  war  successfully.  If  it  has  become  obvious,  as  would  now  seem 
to  be  the  case,  that  no  blockade  which  they  can  maintain  will  enable 
the  United  [States]  to  subdue  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
upon  what  plea  can  its  further  continuance  be  justified  to  third  parties 
who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  a  ready  and  easy  access  to  the  cheapest 
and  most  abundant  sources  of  cotton  supply.  Perhaps  we  had  the 
right  to  expect,  inasmuch  as  by  the  proclamation  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty  neutrality  had  been  declared  as  between  the  belligerents, 
that  one  of  the  parties  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  close  the  ports 
of  the  other  by  a  mere  proclamation  of  blockade  without  an  ade- 
quate force  to  sustain  it. 

The  undersigned  submit  to  her  Majesty's  Government  that  a  real 
neutrality  calls  for  a  rigid  observance  of  international  and  municipal 
law  in  their  application  to  both  belligerents,  and  that  a  relaxation 
of  the  principles  of  public  law  in  favor  of  one  of  the  parties  violat- 
ing them  can  be  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  injury  done  to  that 
extent  to  the  other  side.  Any  considerations  of  sympathy  for  the 
embarrassed  conditions  of  the  United  States,  if  allowed  to  relax  the 
application  of  those  laws  must  be  justly  considered  as  so  much  aid 
and  comfort  given  to  them  at  the  expense  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  the  undersigned  can  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  such  a  policy 
will  influence  her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  have  forborne  to  press  these  great  questions 
upon  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  with  that  assiduity 
which  perhaps  the  cause  of  the  Confederate  States  would  have  justi- 
fied, knowing  the  great  interest  of  her  Majesty's  Government  in  the 
preservation  of  friendly  relations  with  both  the  belligerent  powers 
1  hey  can  not  but  think  that  the  facts  connected  with  this  blockade 
and  the  great  interests  of  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  world  im- 
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peratively  demand  that  her  Majesty's  Government  should  take  de- 
cisive action  in  declaring  the  blockade  ineffective. 

These  views  are  affirmed  as  much  in  the  general  interest  of  man- 
kind as  in  that  of  the  Confederate  States,  who  do  not  ask  for  assist- 
ance to  enable  them  to  maintain  their  independence  against  any 
power  which  has  yet  assailed  them. 

The  undersigned  have  been  further  instructed  by  their  Govern- 
ment to  communicate  to  that  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  a  copy  of 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  August 
13,  1861.    It  is  annexed,  marked  "  B." 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  assure  his  Lordship  of  their 
very  high  consideration. 

W.  L.  Yancey. 

P.  A.  Rost. 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 


London,  November  30, 1861. 
_  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  10.  of  date  September  23,  1861,  informing  me  thatthe  President 
had  kindly  consented  to  accede  to  my  request  and  to  recall  me  from 
the  post  1  have  filled  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  England  and 
other  European  powers. 

The  President  was  so  kind  as  to  express  the  hope  "  that  if  anything 
has  occurred  to  change  your  determination  he  desired  you  will  con- 
tinue in  the  diplomatic  service  of  the  Government."  The  seizure  of 
the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason  by  the  U.  S.  man-of-war  the  San  Jacinto 
would  leave  the  Confederate  Government  without  a  representative 
in  England  were  I  to  accept  the  President's  permission  to  resign 
my  post  (on  the  presumption  that  the  directions  of  the  President 
to  Messrs.  Rost  and  Mann  were  conformed  to),  and  under  the  circum- 
stances of  such  universal  gravity  and  importance  given  to  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  I  have  conceived  it  to  be  an  important  duty  imposed  upon 
me  to  lay  aside  all  private  considerations  and  to  remain  as  commis- 
sioner in  Europe  until  the  Government  shall  advise  otherwise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

No.  1.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  November  JO,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatches  No.  1  (duplicate,  original  not  received)  and 
No.  2,  dated  respectively  September  30  and  October  22,  reached 
this  Department  safely,  and  conveyed  the  first  intelligence  of  your 
arrival  at  your  post. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  your  first  dispatch  have  been  com- 
municated to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy,  from  whom 
you  will  receive  instructions  in  reply. 

The  commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Great  Britain 
and  France,  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  with  their  secretaries,  who, 
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you  are  aware,  embarked  on  the  British  mail  steamer  at  Havana 
on  their  way  to  England,  were  arrested  on  the  high  seas  on  the 
day  after  their  departure  from  the  neutral  port  by  Captain  Wilkes, 
of  the  U.  S.  ship  San  Jacinto;  forcibly  taken  from  the  deck  of  the 
British  ship  and  from  the  protection  of  its  flag  and  conveyed  as 
prisoners  to  New  York,  where  they  now  are.  For  this  flagrant 
breach  of  the  law  of  nations  and  deliberate  insult  to  the  flag  of 
Great  Britain  there  can  be  no  justification.  The  great  naval  ex- 
pedition fitted  out  by  the  enemy  at  vast  labor  and  expense  during 
the  past  summer  appeared  off  the  mouth  of  Port  Royal  Harbor 
on  the  6th  instant,  and  on  the  following  day  commenced  an  attack 
with  upward  of  400  guns  on  the  two  uncovered  sand  batteries  which 
had  been  erected  on  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point,  containing  to- 
gether 36  guns.  After  an  engagement  which  lasted  a  greater  part 
of  an  entire  day,  the  enemy  having  dismounted  our  guns,  our  mili- 
tia abandoned  their  position  and  fell  back  in  good  order  with  a  loss 
of  40  killed  and  no  prisoners  on  the  mainland.  The  enemy  has 
thus  obtained  possession  of  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort,  but  has 
failed  to  attain,  even  partially,  any  one  of  the  ends  for  which  the 
expedition  was  avowedly  prepared.  They  can  ravage  a  few  miles 
of  our  seaboard,  devastate  the  property  not  already  destroyed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  before  their  abandonment  of  them, 
and  steal  the  few  negroes  who  have  been  left  behind,  but  beyond 
this  they  have  obtained  no  material  success.  Cotton  has  never, 
even  in  time  of  peace,  been  shipped  from  the  little  village  of  Beau- 
fort; it  is  separated  from  the  mainland  and  has  never  been  used 
for  commercial  purposes.  I  send  you  enclosed,  marked  "A,"  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Cameron's  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  the  expedi- 
tion, from  which  you  will  observe  that  servile  insurrection  and  pil- 
lage are  to  be  employed  by  our  enemy  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
war  upon  the  Confederate  States.  I  send  you  herewith,  marked 
"  B,"  copies  of  the  official  accounts  of  the  recent  victories  achieved 
by  our  arms  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  and  Belmont,  Mo. 

You  will  also  find  enclosed,  marked  "  C,"  copies  of  the  message 
of  the  President  to  Congress,  which  reassembled  in  this  city  on  the 
18th  instant. 

I  remain,  sir,  etc., 

"Wir.  M.  Browne, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

C.  J.  Helm,  Esq.,  etc. 

^°-  !•]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  November  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  1,  dated  June  15,  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  your  commissioner  [communication]  to  me  of  the 
6th  of  September  have  been  received. 

As  they  contain  the  only  intelligence  that  has  reached  the  Depart- 
ment from  you  regarding  your  mission,  you  will  perceive  the  neces- 
sity of  availing  yourself  of  every  opportunity  for  forwarding  dis- 
patches relative  to  the  affairs  of  your  agencv  since  your  arrival  in 
Mexico. 

The  commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Great  Britain  and 
France,  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  with  their  secretaries,  Messrs. 
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Macfarland  and  Eustis,  who  embarked  on  the  British  mail  steamer 
at  Havana  for  England  on  the  7th  instant,  were,  on  the  day  after 
their  departure  from  that  neutral  port,  arrested  on  the  high  seas  by- 
Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  San  Jacinto,  forcibly  taken  from 
the  deck  of  the  British  ship  and  from  the  protection  of  its  flag,  and 
conveyed  as  prisoners  to  New  York  and  subsequently,  as  it  is  under- 
stood, to  Fort  Warren,  at  Boston,  where  they  now  are.  For  this 
flagrant  breach  of  the  law  of  nations  and  deliberate  insult  to  the  flag 
of  Great  Britain  it  is  not  conceived  that  there  can  be  any  justifica- 
tion. The  great  naval  expedition  fitted  out  by  the  enemy  at  vast  labor 
and  expense  during  the  past  summer,  appeared  off  the  mouth  of  Port 
Royal  Harbor  on  the  6th  instant,  and  on  the  following  day  com- 
menced an  attack  with  upward  of  400  guns  on  the  uncovered  sand 
batteries  which  had  been  erected  on  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point, 
containing  together  36  guns.  After  an  engagement  which  lasted 
the  greater  part  of  an  entire  day,  the  enemy  having  dismounted  our 
guns,  our  militia  abandoned  their  position  and  fell  back  in  good 
order,  with  a  loss  of  40  killed  and  no  prisoners,  to  the  mainland.  The 
enemy  has  thus  obtained  possession  of  the  islands  of  Hilton  Head  and 
Beaufort,  but  has  failed  to  attain  even  partially  any  one  of  the  ends 
for  which  the  expedition  was  avowedly  undertaken.  They  can  ravage 
a  few  miles  of  our  seaboard,  devastate  the  property  not  already 
destroyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  before  their  abandon- 
ment of  them,  and  steal  the  few  negroes  that  have  been  left  behind; 
but  beyond  this  they  have  obtained  no  material  success.  Cotton  has 
never,  even  in  time  of  peace,  been  shipped  from  the  little  village  of 
Beaufort;  it  is  separated  from  the  mainland  and  has  never  been 
used  for  commercial  purposes. 

On  the  22d  instant,  Fort  Pickens  opened  fire  on  the  Confederate 
fortifications  at  Pensacola  and  continued  it  from  9  a.  m.  till  6  p.  m. 
of  that  day.  It  was  renewed  on  the  23d  and  24th,  our  batteries 
under  General  Bragg  responding  throughout  the  engagement.  At 
4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  firing  ceased.  The  damage 
to  the  enemy  is  not  known.  On  our  side  4  are  reported  killed  and 
10  wounded.  A  dispatch  from  General  Bragg,  dated  November  25, 
1  o'clock  p.m.,  and  received  at  the  War  Department,  says:  "The 
enemy  seems  to  be  satisfied  and  does  not  reopen  their  fire.  They 
have  fired  into  my  hospital,  but  my  sick  had  all  been  removed. 
Many  hot  shot  and  innumerable  shells  were  thrown  into  the  navy 
yard,  with  comparatively  little  damage.'"  I  send  you  enclosed, 
marked  "  A."  a  copy  of  Mr.  Camerons  instructions  to  the  commanders 
of  the  southern  expedition,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  servile 
insurrection  and  pillage  are  to  be  employed  by  our  enemy  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  war  upon  the  Confederate  States. 

You  will  receive  herewith,  marked  "  B,"  copies  of  the  official 
accounts  of  the  recent  victories  achieved  by  our  arms  at  Leesburg.  Va., 
and  Belmont,  Mo.  I  send  you  also  herewith,  marked  "  C,"  copies  of 
the  message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  which  reassembled  in  this 
city  on  the  18th  instant. 
I  am,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

John  T.  Pickett,  Esq.,  etc. 
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Dispatch  Xo.  6.]  Havana,  December  1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  on  the  23d 
ultimo  a  communication  from  the  Government  agent  at  London, 
Captain  Huse,  informing  that  he  had  changed  his  plans  for  the  ship- 
ment of  munitions  of  war;  that  instead  of  sending  his  purchases  to 
me  by  sailing  vessels,  to  be  forwarded  from  Cuba,  as  was  at  first 
thought  advisable  and  as  he  wrote  me  he  would  do,  he  will  ship 
them  by  steamers ;  that  he  had  purchased  a  steamer  which  was  then 
laden  with  a  most  valuable  cargo,  and  that  she  would  sail  in  a  few 
days  for  some  one  of  the  Confederate  ports,  touching  at  *  *  *, 
instead  of  Cardenas,  for  orders  from  me.  This  communication  came 
to  hand  after  the  *  *  *  packet  had  sailed,  so  that  it  is  not  cer- 
tain that  I  can  communicate  with  the  captain  until  the  22d  instant. 

In  view  of  the  first  arrangement,  I  had  engaged  a  pilot  boat  at 
Cardenas  to  communicate  with  the  sailing  vessel  expected  at  that 
port,  and  had  induced  a  commercial  house  here  to  give  me  a  credit 
for  such  funds  as  I  might  require,  until  supplied  by  the  Government. 
Fortunately,  no  expense  was  incurred. 

I  hope  to  be  enabled  to  communicate  with  the  captain  of  the 
steamer  on  his  arrival,  and  if  possible  will  do  so ;  however,  Captain 
Huse  informs  me  that  he  is  an  experienced  sailor,  and  that  his  mate 
has  once  run  the  blockade,  so  that  it  may  be  inferred  he  will  not 
require  any  instruction  from  me. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  no  considerable  amount  of 
funds  will  now  be  required  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch."  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State.  Richmond. 


Xo.  10.]  Commission  of  the  Confederate 

States  of  Amertca, 
London,  December  2, 1861. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  on  the  27th  ultimo 
of  dispatches  Xos.  8  and  9,  of  date  the  24th  of  August,  as  also  of  dis- 
patch Xo.  10,  dated  23d  September,  1861. 

It  is  our  painful  duty  to  communicate  to  you  that  on  the  8th  of 
Xovember  ultimo  Messrs.  John  Slidell,  James  M.  Mason,  James  E 
Macfarland,  and  George  Eustis  were  forcibly  taken  by  the  U.  S.  man- 
of-war  San  Jacinto  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  royal  mail  steam 

P?Co  et  J^ent  while  on  her  Passa£e  from  Havana.  Cuba,  to  the  island 
of  St.  Thomas  when  in  the  Bahama  passage  off  the  Paradon  Grande 
lighthouse.  The  facts,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  them  (and 
we  believe  them  to  be  entirely  reliable),  are  as  follows:  On  the  7th 
of  .November  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason,  with  their  suite,  embarked 
on  board  the  Trent,  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  as  passengers  for 
Southampton.  England.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  Xovember 
when  in  the  narrowest  part  of  the  Bahama  passage,  off  the  Paradon 
wu  n  !t! h"£tnouse- the  San  Jacinto  was  seen  lying  to  in  the  passage. 
!u  tt  ™*  came  within  half  a  mile  or  less  the  San  Jacinto  ran 
up  the  United  States  flag,  and  simultaneously  fired  a  round  shot 
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across  the  bow  of  the  Trent,  immediately  afterwards  firing  a  shell 
which  exploded  within  100  yards  of  that  vessel.  The  captain  of  the 
Trent  then  displayed  the  British  flap,  and  being  within  hailing  dis- 
tance, demanded  to  know  what  was  wanted.  The  reply  from  the 
officer  of  the  San  Jacinto  was  that  he  wished  to  send  a  boat  alongside. 

The  Trent  was  then  brought  to,  and  Lieutenant  Fairfax  with  an 
armed  boat's  crew  from  the  San  Jacinto  boarded  her.  He  demanded 
of  the  captain  a  list  of  his  passengers.  This  was  refused.  The 
lieutenant  then  said  that  the  captain  of  the  San  Jacinto  was  informed 
that  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis  were  on  board, 
and  that  he  was  instructed  to  seize  them.  These  gentlemen  at  once 
avowed  their  presence,  but  claimed  the  protection  of  the  British  flag. 
The  United  States  officer  replied  that,  unless  they  were  surrendered 
to  him,  he  should  take  possession  of  the  ship,  which  he  accordingly 
did ;  and  after  a  solemn  protest  by  the  admiralty  officer  on  board  the 
Trent  against  the  whole  proceeding,  those  gentlemen  were  seized 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Lieutenant  Fairfax  further  said  that  he 
was  instructed  to  lay  the  ship  alongside  the  San  Jacinto.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  Trent  replied  that  he  was  going  to  the  quarter-deck,  ad- 
ding, "  If  you  want  me,  you  will  find  me  there,"  and  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  the  quarter-deck.  Lieutenant  Fairfax  left  the  Trent,  how- 
ever, without  further  enforcing  his  order,  carrying  with  him  Messrs. 
Slidell,  Mason,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis  as  prisoners,  and  the  Trent 
then  proceeded  upon  her  voyage.  All  the  papers,  letters,  and  dis- 
patches under  charge  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  were  brought  to 
us  on  the  27th  instant  [ultimo] ,  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the 
West  India  mail  packet  at  Southampton,  by  Hankel,  of  Charleston. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances  the  members  of  the  commis- 
sion, after  consultation,  taking  into  consideration  the  great  interests 
of  the  Confederate  States,  have  severally  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  each  to  remain  near  this  Government  and  that  of 
France  until  further  advised  by  the  President.  In  consequence  we 
have  addressed  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  a  solemn 
remonstrance  *  against  the  outrage  perpetrated  by  the  United  States 
in  their  forcibly  seizing  the  persons  of  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
States  on  board  an  English  vessel  at  sea. 

We  have  also,  in  obedience  to  instructions  of  the  President  to  Hon. 
James  M.  Mason,  communicated  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment a  copy  of  the  list  of  vessels  which  had  arrived  at  and  cleared 
from  the  Confederate  ports  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
blockade  to  the  20th  of  August,  1861,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  August,  1861,  touching  the  declara- 
tion of  the  conference  of  Paris.  We  annex  copies  of  both  of  these 
notes. 

We  also  send  with  this  dispatch,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment, certain  editorials  of  the  London  journals  indicating  the  state 
of  public  opinion  upon  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  and 
their  secretaries.  The  editorial  from  the  Morning  Post  is  understood 
to  be  inspired  by  Lord  Palmerston ;  that  from  the  Times  of  the  29th 

*  See  Series  I,  vol.  1,  p.  152. 
176429°— 22— vol  3 20 
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is  understood  to  be  from  the  foreign  office.  Having  carefully  read 
the  different  papers,  we  find  that  there  is  but  one  dailj*  journal  in 
London  that  entertains  the  opinion  that  the  act  of  the  San  Jacinto 
is  justfiable — that  is,  the  Morning  Star,  the  supposed  organ  of  Mr. 
Bright  and  Mr.  Cobden  and  used  as  one  by  Mr.  Adams. 

It  is  believed  in  well-informed  circles,  and  in  fact  we  may  say  that 
it  had  been  communicated  to  us  by  persons  connected  with  high 
official  personages  in  the  Government,  that  the  cabinet,  in  council 
on  the  20th  ultimo,  determined,  upon  a  report  of  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown,  that  the  act  of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  was 
illegal,  and  that  a  demand  should  be  made  on  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  apology,  and  the  restitution  of  Messrs.  Slidell, 
Mason.  Macfarland,  and  Eustis. 

We  have  also  received  information  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
blockade  is  considered  to  be  ineffective,  entirely  so,  by  the  members 
of  the  cabinet.  After  a  further  consideration  of  the  question,  we 
have  not  as  yet  deemed  it  advisable  to  again  formally  press  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Confederate  States  upon  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  at  this  moment,  but  will  await  a  favorable  opportunity  to  do 
so.  At  this  time  we  think  it  would  meet  with  rejection,  at  least  be- 
fore the  answer  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  de- 
mand which  the  British  Government  has  made  for  apology  and  resti- 
tution shall  be  received. 

The  Confederate  steamer  Nashville  arrived  at  Southampton  on  the 
21st  ultimo,  slightly  injured  in  her  wheelhouse  and  deck  by  adverse 
storms  experienced  in  her  passage. 

We  learn  from  Lieutenant  Pegram  that  on  the  19th  ultimo,  in  70 
fathoms  water,  she  captured  and  burned  the  ship  Harvey  Birch  of 
1,500  tons  burden,  owned  in  New  York  and  in  ballast  from  Havre. 
She  was  valued  at  $125,000.  Her  officers  and  crew  were  taken  to 
Southampton  and  landed  there. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Nashville  will  be  allowed  to  repair.  The 
U.  S.  armed  steamship  James  Adger  has  been  in  the  waters  of  Eng- 
land for  the  last  few  weeks.  It  was  asserted  that  she  came  to  seek 
for  the  Nashville.  She  was  allowed  to  repair  damages  sustained  on 
her  and  to  coal.  Since  then  she  has  been  hovering  about  the  coast. 
We  understand  that  in  reply  to  a  demand  as  to  her  object  by  an 
officer  of  the  admiralty,  the  commander  avowed  that  he  was  in- 
structed to  seize  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  wherever  he  could  find 
them  at  sea,  and  that  he  expected  to  take  them  out  of  the  West  India 
mail  packet.  We  were  further  informed  that  the  United  States 
officer  was  then  advised  that  such  an  act  would  be  considered  as  an 
insult  to  the  British  flag.  We  have  been  advised  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  that  of  his  ministry  is  that  the  affair 
of  the  Trent  is  a  great  outrage  upon  the  British  flag. 

We  have  inclosed  extracts  from  various  Paris  journals,  all  taking 
the  same  view. 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
P.  A.  Rost. 

tj       t>  -An  ™  tt  A-  Dudlet  Mann. 

Hon.  K.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
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^°-  10-]  40  Albemarle  Street, 

London,  December  «,  1861. 

My  Deak  Sir:  Your  instructions,  dated  September  23,  were  re- 
ceived on  the  28th  instant. 

At  present  there  is  a  probability  that  our  recognition  by  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government  will  not  be  much  longer  delayed. 

I  congratulate  you  with  all  my  heart  upon  the  indications  which 
so  strikingly  manifest  themselves  for  a  speedy  termination  of  the 
noble  sacrifices  of  our  country  for  the  attainment  of  its  inde- 
pendence. 

Great  Britain  is  in  downright  earnestness  in  her  purpose  to  humili- 
ate by  disgraceful  concessions  or  to  punish  severely  by  force  the 
so-called  United  States  for  the  flagrant  violation  of  the  integrity 
of  her  flag  upon  the  high  seas.  Her  "  voice  "  will  now  be  found  in 
her  "  sword." 

By  never  losing  sight  for  a  moment  of  the  object  for  which  I 
was  appointed  and  not  quitting  here  for  a  day  since  my  arrival  I 
have  succeeded  in  opening  channels  of  communication  with  the  most 
important  personages  of  the  realm. 

In  [an]  hour  after  the  cabinet  decided  upon  its  line  of  action  with 
respect  to  the  outrage  committed  by  the  San  Jacinto  I  was  furnished 
with  full  particulars.  What  a  noble  statesman  Lord  Palmerston! 
His  heart  is  as  young' as  it  was  40  years  ago. 

I  suggested  the  importance  of  putting  the  new  and  invincible  iron- 
plated  steamer  Warrior  in  commission  and  of  dispatching  her  to 
Annapolis  Koads  with  a  special  minister  to  Washington.  This,  in 
my  opinion,  would  have  secured  the  immediate  restoration  of  our 
captured  countrymen  to  the  freedom  which  they  enjoyed  under  the 
British  flag,  and  thus  insured  their  early  arrival  in  London  and 
Paris.  It  would  also  have  so  humiliated  the  North  that  her  position 
would  have  been  very  equivocal  as  relates  to  respectability  in  the 
family  of  nations.  With  all  her  brazenfacedness,  she  could  not  have 
elevated  her  bead  again  for  a  half  century. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Mason  or  his  successor,  if  he  shall  not  be  sur- 
rendered, arrives  I  shall  repair  to  Madrid  and  afterwards  proceed 
to  Brussels. 

For  this  renewed  manifestation  of  confidence  in  me  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  agreeable  manner  in  which  you  have  communicated  it 
I  can  not  adequately  express  my  thanks. 

I  can  not  close  this  hurried  note  without  expressing  to  you  my  un- 
qualified admiration  of  the  peculiarly  proper  bearing  of  Mrs.  Sfidell, 
her  daughters,  and  Mrs.  Eustis  under  the  distressing  separation  from 
their  husbands  and  father.  Truly  may  it  be  said,  as  concerns  those 
ladies,  that  "  woman's  hour  is  the  hour  of  adversity."  I  never  was 
so  proud  before  of  my  countrywomen  in  a  foreign  land.  There  is  not 
a  British  heart  that  does  not  sympathize  sincerely  with  them. 
Yours,  with  faithful  consideration, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  Kobert  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  1.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  dated  Monterey,  November  4th,  with  enclos- 
ures, reached  this  Department  this  morning.  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  conveying  to  you  my  cordial  approval  of  the  intelligent  course 
you  have  pursued  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  you. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Governor  Vidaurri  and  Senor  Slano  will 
succeed  in  inducing  Governor  Pesqueira  and  the  governors  of  the 
other  frontier  States  of  Mexico  to  unite  with  them  in  a  protest  to 
the  Mexican  Government  against  the  proposed  violation  of  the 
neutrality  of  Mexico  by  permitting  troops  of  the  United  States  to 
pass  through  Mexican  territory  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the 
Confederate  States;  and  it  is  further  hoped  that  this  joint  protest 
will  dissuade  the  Mexican  Government  from  a  step  the  dangers 
of  which  are  manifest,  and  the  necessary  results  of  which  to  Mexico 
none  would  deplore  more  sincerely  than  the  Government  of  the 
Confederate  States.  The  promised  action  of  Governor  Vidaurri 
and  Senor  Slano  in  relation  to  this  matter  accords  with  what  this 
Government  expects  from  statesmen  of  their  enlightened  patriot- 
ism and  acknowledged  ability. 

Mr.  J.  Oliver,  to  whose  journey  to  this  city  you  allude,  has  not 
yet  arrived.  You  seem  to  have  misapprehended  your  instruction 
in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  powder,  lead,  etc.  The  War  Depart- 
ment desired  to  obtain  the  supplies  specified  within  40  days,  but 
did  not  intend  that  you  should  consider  that  time  as  a  limit.  You 
will,  therefore,  obtain  from  Mr.  Oliver  the  200,000  pounds  of  can- 
non powder  which  you  state  that  he  can  furnish,  to  be  delivered 
as  soon  as  possible;  and  you  will  also  endeavor  to  procure  such 
further  quantities  of  powder,  lead,  etc.,  as  you  were  instructed  to 
purchase,  making  the  best  and  speediest  arrangements  in  your  power 
for  their  delivery  in  Texas,  and  keeping  this  Department  advised 
of  your  proceedings. 

I  remain,  sir,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

J.  A.  Quintero,  Esq., 

Monterey,  Mexico. 

P.  S. — I  herewith  enclose  a  draft  on  the  assistant  treasurer  at 
New  Orleans  for  the  sum  of  $500,  payable  to  your  order,  on  account 
of  your  salary.  I  will  thank  you  to  sign  the  enclosed  duplicate 
receipts  and  return  them  to  the  Department  in  your  next  dispatch. 


^°-  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  December  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  Since  my  dispatch,  No.  1,  addressed  to  you  on  the  30th  Novem- 
ber, I  have  received  a  duplicate  of  your  No.  12,  together  with  your 
private  letters  to  me. 

None  of  your  dispatches,  from  2  to  11,  both  inclusive,  have  reached 
the  Department. 
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I  have  this  day  transmitted  to  Perkins  &  Co.,  corner  of  Union 
and  Carondelet  Streets,  New  Orleans,  a  draft  on  the  assistant  treas- 
urer at  that  city,  payable  to  your  order,  for  the  sum  of  $1,000. 
I  am,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
John  T.  Pickett,  Esq.,  etc. 


Dispatch  No.  7.]  Havana,  December  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  Havana  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  many  of  the  recent 
outrages  which  have  been  committed  by  the  United  States  Navy  on 
the  right  of  neutrals,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  to 
the  notice  of  the  colonial  governments  and  people  of  the  West  Indies 
in  an  official  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
herewith. 

It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  that 
public  feeling  here  is  now  nearly  unanimously  with  the  Confederate 
States. 

I  called  on  his  Excellency  the  captain  general  two  days  since,  and 
was  much  gratified  to  find  that  he  evinced  increased  interest  in  our 
cause.  He  expressed  himself  much  pleased  with  my  letter,  which  he 
said  he  was  then  having  translated ;  in  that  connection  he  remarked 
that  it  was  a  source  of  much  regret  to  him  that  Spain  was  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  in  a  condition  to 
take  the  lead  in  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  but  that  she  was  ready  to  follow  England  or  France. 
He  then  said  he  had  just  read  the  message  of  President  Davis,  with 
which  he  was  delighted;  that  it  was  an  able,  truthful,  bold,  manly 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  affairs  in  the  South. 

In  the  absence  of  a  full  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States  her  people,  who  occasionally  seek  the  ports  of 
Cuba  on  commercial  business,  could  not  have  greater  facilities  for 
trade  than  they  now  do.  The  Confederate  flag  flies,  honored  and 
respected,  in  all  the  ports  of  the  island  which  are  visited  by  our 
merchant  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  11.]  Commission  or  the  Confederate  States  or  America, 
.  London,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  dispatch  No.  10,  the  original 
having  been  sent  on  the  2d  instant  by  Mr.  Evans,  of  Charleston,  and 
duplicate  copies  of  the  notes  addressed  by  the  commission  to  Lord 
Russell  on  the  27th  and  30th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and  the  blockade  of  our  coast. 

Lord  Russell's  reply  of  the  7th  instant  is  also  appended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walker  Fearn. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  etc. 
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[Enclosure.] 
SECOND    COPY. 

Lord  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Rost, 
and  Mr.  Mann.  He  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  their  letters  of 
the  27th  and  30th  of  November,  but  in  the  present  state  of  affairs 
he  must  decline  to  enter  into  any  official  communication  with  them. 

Foreign  Office,  December  7, 1S61. 


No.  12.] 

Commission  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

London,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  you  will  have  the  following  corrections  made  of  errors 
which  I  observe  have  been  transcribed  in  the  copy  of  the  record  of 
this  commission  furnished  to  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell.  In  No. 
2,  line  first,  the  word  ultimo  instead  of  instant;  also  in  line  eighth. 
The  date  of  No.  3  should  have  been  June  10.  In  No.  10  the  date 
of  arrival  of  the  West  India  mail  packet  at  Southampton  should 
have  been  stated  as  the  27th  ultimo.  x 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walker  Fearn. 
Hon.  Wm.  M.  Browne,  etc. 


No.  8.]  Havana,  December  21, 1861.. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  21st  ultimo,  by  the  hands  .of  Mr.  Lewis  Heyhger,  with  its 
several  enclosures. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  6  I  informed  the  Department  that  Captain 
Huse,  the  Government  agent  at  London,  had  changed  his  plan  in  the 
shipment  of  cargo ;  that  his  purchases  are  now  being  sent  forward  in 
steamers  instead  of  sailing  vessels.  One  of  his  steamers  is  now  at 
Nassau  with  a  very  valuable  cargo,  awaiting  instruction  from  me, 
and  I  have  directed  Mr.  Heyliger,  to  whom  I  have  given  ample  power 
in  the  premises,  to  proceed  in  the  English  steamer  which  sails  to- 
day for  that  port,  there  to  give  the  captain  all  such  instructions  and 
facilities  as  will  insure,  if  possible,  a  successful  continuation  of  his 
voyage.  I  will  communicate  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Mr. 
Heyliger  to  the  War  Department,  and  report  all  important  facts 
touching  this  and  other  shipments  of  cargo  in  which  my  interven- 
tion may  be  required  to  that  Department. 

I  discovered  some  days  ago  that  the  Federal  Government,  through 
an  agent,  under  the  direction  of  her  consul  general,  Mr.  Shufeldt, 
was  recruiting  laborers  here,  to  be  employed  on  Fort  Jefferson,  and' 
had  the  subject  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  captain  general  and 
chief  of  police.  I  unofficially  called  the  attention  of  the  captain 
general  to  the  case  of  the  British  consuls  whose  exequaturs  were 
taken  from  them,  and  of  Mr.  Crampton  whose  passport  was  given 
him,  by  the  United  States  Government,  for  a  like  offense,  during  the 
Crimean  War.  I  also  brought  to  his  notice  the  fact  that  I  had  a 
few  weeks  since  declined,  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States,  to 
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accept  a  company  of  Cubans,  armed,  fully  equipped  and  paid,  for 
the  war,  which  was  tendered  me,  on  the  ground  that  its  acceptance 
might  entangle  this  Government  in  our  difficulties.  The  subject  is 
now  being  investigated. 

I  am  reliably  informed  that  the  consul  general  of  the  United 
States,  in  view  of  my  letter  on  the  blockade  and  rights  of  neutrals, 
addressed  a  communication  to  his  Excellency,  the  captain  general, 
protesting  against  his  permitting  me  to  communicate  with  him  in 
person  or  by  letter,  in  terms  absolutely  offensive  to  his  Excellency. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  feeling  of  the  officials  or  people  here 
toward  us  since  my  last  dispatch. 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm 

Hon.  Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Parts,  December  24,  1S61. 

Sir  :  A  friend  takes  charge  of  this  letter  which  may  prove  useful 
should  our  last  dispatch  not  have  been  received. 

Having  gone  to  England  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  outrage  com- 
mitted upon  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  at  the  first  interview  I  had 
with  my  colleagues  we  severally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sep- 
arate powers  and  instructions  last  received  presupposed  the  presence 
of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  in  London  and  Paris,  and  that  in  the 
excited  state  of  public  feeling  which  had  resulted  from  their  capture 
the  best  interests  of  our  Government  required  our  presence  in  those 
capitals.  I  could  not  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  course  I  ought  to  pursue, 
having  positive  information  through  the  Spanish  legation  here  that 
the  question  of  our  recognition  had  never  been  mooted  at  Madrid, 
and  would  not  be  until  we  were  recognized  by  England  or  France  and 
knowing  besides  the  necessity  of  counteracting  at  once  an  attempt 
then  being  made  by  an  influential  portion  of  the  French  press  to 
unite  against  us  the  anti-English  and  the  antislavery  feelings  of  this 
country. 

The*  commissioners  addressed  a  strong  representation  to  Earl 
Russell,  in  relation  to  the  affair  of  the  Trent,  asking  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  demand  the  instant  restitution  of  our  captive  friends  to 
the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  England  has  ere  this  demanded 
that  restitution,  and  unless  the  North  has  yielded  at  once  war  is 
certain.  In  that  war  France  will  remain  neutral,  but  it  is  confi- 
dently believed  in  Government  circles  that  in  a  few  months  it  will 
be  in  her  power  to  come  forward  and  command  peace  between  the 
three  belligerents. 

Should  the  Lincoln  Government  yield,  I  am  assured  by  my  col- 
leagues that  the  British  Government  is  now  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  and  will  insist  that  it  be  raised. 

"While  the  Emperor  wishes  to  continue  on  good  terms  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  would  regret  to  see  the  Federal 
Navy  destroyed,  I  can  not  doubt  that  his  sympathies  and  those  of 
his  Government  are  with  us.  A  series  of  articles  headed  "  Recon- 
naissance des  Etats  Confederes,"  now  in  course  of  publication  in  the 
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Pays  newspaper  are  written  in  the  bureaux  of  the  minister  of  the 
interior ;  they  advocate  the  right  of  secession,  the  cause  of  the  South 
generally,  and  its  right  to  be  recognized.  Other  articles  of  the  sanle 
character  have  been  recommended  for  publication  in  other  papers  by 
the  director  of  the  press,  but  thus  far  have  not  been  published, 
because  most  probably  the  editors  of  those  papers  expect  money 
from  us.  That  question  of  money  is  continually  turning  up  against 
us.  I  do  what  I  can  out  of  my  own  means,  but  that  resource  is  neces- 
sarily limited. 

Many  causes  little  understood  at  home  have  combined  to  delay  our 
recognition  but  a  great  change  in  public  opinion  has  taken  place  here 
within  the  last  six  months ;  and  in  reviewing  the  past,  while  I  have 
avoided  rendering  myself  obnoxious  by  indecent  haste,  I  am  not 
conscious  of  having  omitted  anything  calculated  to  advance  our 
cause.  My  unofficial  intercourse  with  members  of  the  Government 
has  been  more  and  more  friendly  and  on  a  recent  occasion  Mr.  Thou- 
venel  was  pleased  to  say  to  me  that  no  one  could  have  done  or  ac- 
complished more  than  I  had. 

We  have  given  Earl  Eussell  and  Mr.  Thouvenel  the  lists  of  the 
vessels  which  had  run  the  blockade  and  in  obedience  to  the  last  in- 
structions, addressed  a  communication  to  them.  Mr.  Thouvenel  was 
astonished  to  find  the  evasions  so  numerous,  as  the  reports  made  to 
him  by  the  officer  commanding  the  French  squadron  on  the  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  coasts  had  induced  him  to  believe  that  notwithstanding 
occasional  violations,  the  blockade  could  not  be  considered  ineffec- 
tual. He  promised  to  take  the  matter  into  serious  consideration. 
The  lists  sent  only  extend  to  the  end  of  August  and  first  part  of 
September;  lists  of  subsequent  violations  should  be  sent  to  us  imme- 
diately. Should  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  be  liberated  and  allowed 
to  proceed  to  Europe,  recent  proofs  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  block- 
ade might  be  of  the  greatest  importance  in  their  negotiations. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  Post. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  December  26,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  compensation  to  Mr. 
Pike  for  his  services  as  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  has  been  fixed  at  the  sum  of  $3,750. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

E.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


London,  December  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  Nothing  has  occurred  since  the  last  dispatch  of  the  commis- 
sion, which,  in  their  opinion,  requires  an  official  communication  to 
the  State  Department.     Duplicates  of  that  dispatch  have  also  been 
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sent  off  together  with  a  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  reply  to  our  notes.' 
The  terms  and  spirit  of  that  reply,  in  my  opinion,  called  for  notice 
from  the  commission,  but  my  colleagues  did  not  think  so,  and  con- 
sequently Earl  Russell's  note  has  not  been  answered.  The  publica-' 
tion  of  Mr.  Adams's  correspondence  with  his  Government,  which  has 
just  appeared,  and  which  doubtless  you  have  seen,  has  strengthened 
me  in  the  view  that  the  note  should  have  been  replied  to,  but  Colonel 
Mann  (Judge  Rost  is  at  Paris)  still  adheres  to  his  original  impres-' 
sion.  Earl  Russell  promises  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  June  last,  that  he  will 
not  see  the  "  pseudo  commissioners  "  any  more.  What  truckling  to 
the  arrogant  demand  of  Mr.  Seward,  that  England  should  forego 
her  international  privilege  of  hearing  the  case  of  a  belligerent  power. 
What  a  violation,  in  fact,  of  that  impartial  neutrality  proclaimed — *. 
a  neutrality  indeed,  which  includes  the  equal  hearing  both  sides, 
although  upon  unequal  terms — official  on  one  side,  unofficial  on  the 
other.  1 

Had  the  foreign  secretary  in  August  last  not  driven  us  to  a  written 
communication,  the  commissioners  could  have  kept  up  unofficial  and 
verbal  interviews  and  communications  until  this  time  and  not  have 
subjected  themselves  to  the  rebuffs  they  have  received,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  could  have  constantly  kept  the  English  cabinet  in- 
formed of  events  and  their  own  views.  But  Earl  Russell's  last  note 
cuts  off  all  communications  until  at  least  the  question  of  the  Trent 
has  received  a  solution. 

I  presume  there  is  no  doubt  that  England  has  demanded  the  resti- 
tution of  Mason  and  Slidell  and  an  apology.  Here  public  opinion 
Generally  is  that  they  will  be  surrendered.  The  funds[?]  fluctuate, 
'he  Government  view  is  that  the  issue  of  peace  or  war  is  about  evenly 
balanced,  10,000  picked  troops,  and  immense  war  material  have  been 
sent  to  Canada.  A  great  steam  fleet  has  been  fitted  out  and  if  there 
is  war,  the  English  blows  will  be  crushing  on  the  seaboard. 

If  M.  and  S.  [Mason  and  Slidell]  be  given  up,  the  Government 
here  will  endeavor  for  awhile  at  least,  to  observe  a  "  frigid  neu- 
trality" toward  us;  that  is,  will  lean  to  the  United  States  on  the 
blockade  and  diplomatic  issue,  and  postpone  or  refuse  recognition. 
France,  however,  will  be  disposed,  I  think,  to  act  more  favorably 
and  may  drive  England  into  favorable  action.  Public  opinion  is 
for  us  and  when  Parliament  meets,  I  feel  confident  that  the  ministry 
will  be  compelled  to  act  favorably  or  to  resign. 

The  British  West  India  mail  steamer  from  St.  Thomas  was  due 
on  28th,  but  only  arrived  at  Southampton  an  hour  ago.  The  Havana 
steamer  of  8th  December  failed  to  connect,  and  my  opinion  is  that  a 
Yankee  captain,  mindful  of  the  honors  heaped  on  Wilkes,  has  searched 
her  and  found  dispatches  or  Confederate  agents  and  has  taken  her 
into  port  for  adjudication.  If  so,  war  can  no  longer  be  prevented, 
for  England  will  not  submit  to  it. 

I  desire  to  leave  here  very  much,  and  if  M.  and  S.  [Mason  and 
Slidell]  arrive,  or  other  commissioners,  will  do  so  at  once.     If  no 
one  arrives  to  take  my  place  and  war  ensues,  I  will  leave  on  con- 
cluding a  treaty  with  England  and  be  home,  I  hope,  by  March. 
Most  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

W.  L.  Yancey. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
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1  January,  1862. — The  British  West  India  mail  steamer,  due  on  29, 
not  yet  arrived.  It  is  feared  that  a  Yankee  man-of-war  has  seized 
her;  and,  if  so,  perhaps  because  of  C.  S.  [Confederate  States]  officers 
and  dispatches  on  board.  It  was  a  false  rumor  as  to  arrival  of  the 
Shannon. 

No.  13.]  Commission  or  Confederate  States  or  America, 

London,  January  1, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  second  copy  of  Lord 
Eussell's  reply  to  the  protest  of  the  commission  against  the  seizure 
of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  and  the  nominal  blockade  of  our  coast. 
Since  then  we  have  nothing  of  importance  to  renort  to  the  De- 
partment. 

The  answer  to  the  ultimatum  of  the  British  Government  has  not 
yet  been  received,  and  preparations  for  war  continue  here  with  un- 
abated vigor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Walker  Fearn, 
Secretary  to  the  Commission. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  etc. 


No.  1.]  Havana,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place 
on  the  31st  ultimo,  after  a  voyage  of  not  quite  nine  days  from  Mo- 
bile. An  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  at  Mobile  in  the  night  suc- 
ceeding my  arrival  there  failed,  owing  to  a  change  of  wind,  and 
a  second  a  few  days  later,  on  a  small  steamer,  proved  equally  un- 
successful. The  remarkable  weather,  almost  unprecedented  at  that 
season  of  the  year  on  our  Gulf  coast,  precluded  the  possibility 
of  another  attempt  until  the  22d  December,  the  day  of  my  final 
departure.  I  have  reason  to  congratulate  myself  on  having  re- 
sisted the  promptings  of  my  impatience  during  this  annoying  de- 
lay of  nearly  20  days  and  adhered  to  my  original  plan.  The  route 
through  Mexico,  which  I  was  strongly  tempted  to  take,  was  already 
then,  as  now,  closed  by  the  Civil  War,  no  foreigners  being  per- 
mitted bv  either  of  the  contending  parties  to  pass  through  Mata- 
moras.  The  schooner  Victoria,  captured  off  the  Mexican  coast  by 
the  Federal  cruiser  Santiago,  was  conveying  at  the  time  the  Tam- 
pico  passengers  and  mails  that  had  been  detained  at  Brownsville. 
The  latter  were  thrown  overboard,  the  former  carried  to  Fort 
Taylor.  Since  then  neither  passengers  nor  mails  from  the  Con- 
federate States  have  arrived  here  via  Tampico.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  I  have  lost  nothing  in  point  of  time  by  my  detention  at 
Mobile,  as  even  had  I  sailed  in  the  Theodora  from' Charleston,  I 
must  have  arrived  here  too  late  for  the  last  European  steamer. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  was  enabled  by  the  delay  to  collect  a  toler- 
ably complete  set  of  the  latest  and  bes't  Coast  Survey  charts  of  our 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  harbors,  with  which  I  hope  to  find  op- 
portunities for  facilitating  and  encouraging  attempts  to  run  the 
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blockade.  Some  of  these  I  have  given  to  Mr.  Helm,  your  agent 
here,  with  the  same  object.  The  striking  success  heretofore  at- 
tending such  attempts  to  and  from  Cuban  ports  is  evidenced  by 
the  enclosed  list  which  Mr.  Helm  has  just  caused  to  be  published. 
Unusual  weather  on  the  Gulf  coast  during  December  had  produced  a 
temporary  lull,  but  since  my  arrival  in  the  schooner  Wilder  on  the 
31st  ultimo,  six  Confederate  vessels,  either  under  our  own  or  foreign 
flags  (one  of  them  from  Pensacola)  have  entered  this  port  averag- 
ing one  a  day,  besides  those  entering  elsewhere.  The  latest  arrival 
(of  this  morning)  is  the  steamer  Cuba,  formerly  Calhoun,  from  New 
Orleans,  among  whose  passengers  is  Mr.  Beverly  Tucker.  There 
seems  to  be  sufficient  data  to  prove  that  in  case  of  a  prolonged  con- 
tinuance of  the  blockade  we  may  confidently  rely  upon  Havana  as 
an  entrepot  for  the  exchange  of  at  least  a  portion  of  our  commodities 
against  the  necessaries  we  require  from  Europe.  Impressed  with 
this  idea,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  assistance  of  some  commercial 
friends  I  have  met  here,  to  obtain  such  practical  information  as 
appeared  most  likely  to  direct  English  enterprise  into  that  channel. 
I  also  entertain  strong  hopes  that  the  facts  and  figures  which  I  am 
prepared  to  lay  before  the  directors  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steamship 
Co.,  and  the  influences  I  shall  endeavor  to  bring  to  bear  on  them, 
may  induce  that  company  to  extend  its  Tampico  line  to  Matamoras, 
thus  affording  us  a  regular  and  safe  communication  with  Europe. 

These  subjects,  although  not  the  immediate  objects  of  my  agency, 
are  yet  in  my  opinion  not  foreign  to  that  object,  but  on  the  contrary 
may  be  advantageously  connected  with  my  other  labors  through  the 
press.  As  regards  these,  I  have  of  course  as  yet  done  nothing  except 
increasing  my  stock  of  Southern  political  works,  which  is  now  satis- 
factorily complete.  My  latest  papers  are  of  the  very  recent  date  of 
the  3d  instant,  from  New  Orleans.  I  sail  this  evening  and  expect 
to  be  in  England  about  the  26th  or  27th. 

*****  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

Hf.xrt  Hotze. 


Dispatch  No.  9.]  Havana,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  of 
the  5th  instant  to  our  commissioners  at  London,  with  several  copies 
of  the  papers  therein  referred  to.  The  extra  has  not  been  circulated 
here,  but  a  large  number  were  sent  by  me  to  Europe  by  the  steamer 
of  yesterday. 

I  also  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
commander  of  the  Spanish  forces  and  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  fleet  at  that  city,  sent  me  bv  Colonel 
J.  T.  Pickett. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 
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I  Enclosure] 

Havana,  January  o,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  prepared  with  very  great  care  a  list  of  ves- 
sels which  have  run  the  blockade  to  and  from  Cuban  ports.  This 
list  I  have  .succeeded  in  having  published  in  an  extra  of  the  Mer- 
cantile AYeekly  Report  of  Havana,  and  noticed  in  their  Annual 
Report  and  Price  Current,  which  I  think  should  give  it  much  weight 
in  Europe,  as  the  entire  press  here  is  under  a  strict  censorship.  It 
Avas  not  possible  for  me  to  give  a  list  of  those  vessels  which  run  the 
blockade  from  other  than  Cuban  ports,  but  I  am  satisfied  the  num- 
ber would  reach  400,  with  only  some  eight  or  ten  captures,  and  none 
in  the  actual  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  hope  the  facts  contained  in  the  enclosed  papers  will  convince 
England,  France  and  Spain  that  the  blockade  is  not  effectual  and 
should  not  be  respected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  with  very  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  Wsi.  L.  Yancey, 
A.  P.  Rost,  and 
A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Commissioners  from  the  Confederate  States,  London. 


No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  H,  1862. 
Sir:  Since  my  dispatch  No.  1,  of  December  9,  1801,  was  trans- 
mitted to  you  I  have  received  your  communications  to  this  Depart- 
ment of  November  10,  11,  and  14,  respectively.  Mr.  Jose  Oliver, 
bearer  of  a  letter  from  you  of  November  6,  having  transacted  with 
the  War  Department  the  business  relating  to  his  visit  to  Richmond, 
will  leave  here  to-day.  On  the  2Gth  day  of  December  last,  in  reply 
to  a  demand  by  the  British  Government  of  November  30,  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States  informed  Lord  Lyons,  H.  B. 
M.'s  minister  at  Washington,  that  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  with 
their  secretaries,  then  held  in  military  custody  at  Fort  Warren, 
in  Massachusetts,  should  be  "  cheerfully  liberated,"  and  his  lordship 
was  requested  to  indicate  "  a  time  and  place  for  receiving  them." 
In  accordance  with  that  announcement  they  were  placed  on  board 
the  Rinaldo,  a  British  vessel  of  war,  which  sailed  for  Europe  on  the 
1st  instant.  The  information  conveyed  in  your  dispatches  relative 
to  political  disturbances  in  Mexico,  has  been  read  with  interest  and 
I  will  thank  you  to  keep  the  Department  advised  of  the  progress 
of  events  in  that  country.  A  succinct  and  intelligent  outline  of  the 
position,  strength,  and  resources  of  the  parties  contending  against 
the  General  Government  of  Mexico;  reliable  information  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  latter  to  maintain  its  authority ;  the  state  of  the  revo- 
lution, which  is  understood  to  be  progressing  in  Tamaulipas — and 
how  far  the  anticipated  difficulty  with  Spain  will  unite  the  local 
governors  and  conflicting  parties  in  Mexico  in  a  common  cause 
against  that  kingdom  will  enable  this  Department  to  form  a  clearer 
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idea  of  the  complications  that  now  exist  in  Mexican  affairs,  and  the 
power  of  that  republic  to  extricate  itself  from  them.  In  your  dis- 
patch of  November  4  you  stated  that  Governor  Vidaurri  would  pro- 
test against  the  permission  given  by  the  Mexican  Congress  for  the 
transportation  of  United  States  troops  and  munitions  of  war  through 
Mexican  territory  into  the  Confederate  States,  and  would  oppose 
their  passage  through  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  and  would  address 
a  communication  on  the  subject  to  the  governors  of  the  other  frontier 
States  with  a  view  to  similar  action  on  their  part. 

The  result  of  this  friendly  interposition  of  Governor  Vidaurri 
to  preserve  alike  the  sovereignty  of  his  State  and  the  neutrality  of 
Mexico  you  will  promptly  communicate  to  this  Department.  In 
reply  to  your  letter  of  November  4,  relative  to  the  period  during 
which  your  agency  is  to  continue  in  Mexico,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Secretary  that  you  should  remain  there 
at  present,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  public  service  can  dispense  with 
your  agency  a  timely  notification  will  be  communicated  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
J.  A.  Quintero,  Esq., 

Monterey,  Mexico,  care  of  F.  IV,  Latham, 

Collector  of  Customs,  Brownsville,  Tex. 


Dispatch  No.  10.]  Havana,  January  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  called  at  the  palace  on  yesterday  to  present  Mr.  Beverly 
Tucker,  of  Virginia,  to  his  Excellency  the  captain-general  and  was 
received  with  the  usual  cordiality  of  General  Serrano.  During  the 
conversation  the  general  expressed  the  opinion,  in  an  emphatic  man- 
ner, that  the  Confederate  States  would  be  recognized  by  England, 
France,  and  Spain  in  less  than  60  days.  He  also  informed  us  that 
the  fleets  of  those  nations,  now  rendezvoused  at'  Vera  Crnz,  had  been 
ordered  back  here,  to  be  in  readiness  for  operations  in  another  quar- 
ter. I  also  learned  from  him  that  owing  to  ill  health  he  would  re- 
turn to  Spain,  and  that  General  Prim  would  succeed  him  in  the 
governorship  of  Cuba.  Though  I  much  regret  the  loss  of  General 
Serrano  at  this  time,  have  every  assurance  that  General  Prim  will 
feel  an  equal  interest  in  our  cause  and  will  continue  the  policy  of 
General  Serrano. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  Federal  Treasury  and 
banks  has  created  quite  a  panic  here.  Two  months  ago  I  warned 
every  prominent  merchant  here  of  the  necessity  of  withdrawing 
their  funds  from  New  York,  and  many  acted  upon  my  suggestion; 
some,  however,  have  been  caught,  which  has  increased  the  growing 
disgust  for  the  Lincoln  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 
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London,  January  18,  1862. 

My  Dear  Mr.  President:  In  endeavoring  to  keep  you  faithfully 
advised  of  all  that  is  transpiring  in  Europe  with  reference  to 
American  affairs,  1  have  incurred  a  large  amount  of  risk.  I  console 
myself  with  the  belief  that  all  the  letters  which  I  have  addressed  to 
you  reached  their  destination.  I  have  employed  every  channel  of 
communication  which  I  conceived  to  be  available.  The  signal 
triumph  of  the  Government  over  the  Government  at  Washington 
amounting  to  disgraceful  humiliation  will  cause  it  to  observe  for 
a  short  time  a  more  vigorous  neutrality  here  and  between  the  South 
and  North.  It  will  act  upon  the  principle  that  it  is  well  to  pursue 
a  coward  who  runs  for  his  life,  exclaiming  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
"  Mercy,  mercy,  mercy !  "  But  a  great  movement  has  been  reported, 
the  accomplishment  of  which  I  regard  as  positively  certain,  that 
will  frustrate  overwhelmingly  the  designs  of  the  Lincolnites.  Louis 
Napoleon  sustained  Lord  Palmerston  by  his  moral  aid  in  the  affair 
of  the  Trent.  The  latter  in  his  turn  will  sustain  the  former  in  his 
matter  of  raising  the  blockade  of  our  ports.  As  the  Yankees  yielded 
unconditionally  in  the  one  instance,  they  are  quite  as  likely  to  yield 
in  the  other.  1  have  the  best  of  reasons  for  assuring  you  that  there 
is  a  contract  understanding  upon  the  subject,  and  that  all  the 
powers  and  States  of  Europe  will  cordially  become  parties  to  it. 
But  for  the  capture  and  surrender  of  Messers.  Mason,  Slidell,  Mac- 
farland,  and  Eustis  Great  Britain  would  have  taken  the  initiative 
instead  of  France,  as  I  from  time  to  time  informed  you  would  be 
the  case.  Already  an  urgent  remonstrance  has  been  sent  to  Washing- 
ton against  the  sinking  of  the  stone-freighted  ships  in  Charleston 
Harbor.  In  all  circles  this  diabolical  proceeding  is  denounced  as  an 
outlawry  upon  the  national  law.  Indeed,  the  manifestation  is  as 
universal  as  it  is  unqualified  in  condemnation  of  it. 

In  defense  of  our  hearthstones  we  may  still  have  to  endure  severe 
trials  and  sorrows,  but  when  peace  shall  again  smile  upon  our  happy 
homes  it  will  then  behold  us  with  unsullied  honor,  the  essence  of  all 
that  is  noble  and  daring  on  earth,  and  all  that  is  worth  living  for  to 
virtuous  humanity.  The  indecency  of  the  North,  tidings  of  that 
event  last  Monday,  has  dispirited  the  most  clamorous  advocate  in 
this  metropolis.  They  perceived  that  she  is  now  hopelessly  ruined 
financially  as  well  as  morally.  Well  does  the  New  York  Board  of 
Commerce  remark  that  she  has  arrived  at  the  beginning  of  the  end. 
I  can  say  nothing  more  with  regard  to  her  than  that  the  Nashville  is 
still  in  the  docks  of  Southampton.  The  Missouri  is  evidently  await- 
ing her  movements.  Each  has  been  notified  that  she  was  not  to 
proceed  to  sea  within  24  hours  of  the  departure  of  the  other.  Never 
was  any  Navy  adorned  by  a  more  gallant,  discreet,  or  exemplary  com- 
mander than  Captain  Pegram.  As  my  countryman,  I  am  proud  of 
him,  both  as  a  gentleman  and  an  officer.  He  is  a  general  favorite  in 
Old  England.  The  Times  of  last  Saturday  contained  a  forcible 
attack  upon  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason,  which  has  very  much  ex- 
asperated our  friends.  I  confess  I  do  not  participate  in  this  sensi- 
tiveness. The  article  was  positively  cruel,  but  it  has  been  succeeded 
day  after  day  by  piercingly  excruciating  onslaughts  upon  the  Lincoln 
concern.  That  journal  occasionally  strikes  at  our  country,  but  it 
seems  to  do  so  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  itself  to  strike 
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more  effectively  at  our  detested  and  detestable  enemy.  I  shall  never 
lose  my  temper  with  it  while  it  thus  acts.  In  its  relations  to  us  I 
may  liken  it  to  the  sun,  which,  while  its  scorching  rays  blacken  the 
cheeks  of  the  fair  damsel,  also  matures  the  joyous  harvest.  Our  cap- 
tured countrymen  *  are  daily  expected.  Their  arrival  will  perhaps 
not  be  delayed  beyond  the  21st  or  22d.  I  trust  your  health  continues 
good.  The  Northern  press  has  ceased  to  report  it  as  bad.  May  our 
friends  on  the  field  and  elsewhere  continue  as  hopeful  as  ever  of  the 

florious  future  which  awaits  the  sacrifices  which  they  have  made, 
feel  sure  that  we  have  seen  the  last  of  the  darkest  days.    Bright 
skies  are  looming  up  in  the  near  distance. 
The  Sumter  is  still  at  Cadiz. 
As  ever,  yours  faithfully, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond. 


No.  14.]      Commission  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

London,  January  27, 1S62. 

Sir:  An  unnumbered  dispatch  dated  9th  of  November,  1861,  was 
received  by  us  on  the  16th  instant  through  the  British  post  office, 
postmarked  Liverpool. 

It  was  to  inform  us  of  a  victory  of  the  Confederate  troops  at  Bel- 
mont, and  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  telegram  of  Gen.  Polk  announcing 
the  fact.  It  was  gratifying  to  receive  this  official  contradiction  of 
the  Northern  account  of  that  battle,  even  at  this  late  date. 

We  desire  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
great  importance  of  seizing  every  favorable  opportunity  to  forward 
to  this  commission  official  information  as  to  the  arrivals  and  depar- 
tures of  vessels  from  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States.  We  were 
much  gratified  at  receiving  such  information  up  to  the  20th  of 
August  last,  in  dispatch  No..  8  dated  August  24  and  received  by  the 
commission  on  the  28th  of  November  last.  The  facts  thus  conveyed 
to  us  have  been  of  more  essential  benefit  than  any  other  statement 
of  fact  or  argument  heretofore  made. 

If  the  commission  could  also  have  received  from  the  Department 
an  additional  schedule  of  arrivals  and  departures  up  to  the  date  of 
dispatch  No.  12,  of  October  23,  which  left  Charleston  in  the  Nashville 
on  the  26th  of  that  month,  and  a  still  additional  schedule  made  up 
to  the  9th  of  November,  the  date  of  the  last  dispatch,  the  influence 
of  such  facts,  when  communicated  to  the  Government  and  public 
here,  would  have  been  far  greater  even  than  that  of  the  facts  as  to 
the  arrivals  and  departures  up  to  the  20th  of  August  last,  for  the 
Governments  of  the  European  powers  will  be  more  apt  to  act  upon 
the  present  than  the  past  condition  of  the  blockade.  Not  a  day 
passes  that  does  not  bring  us  influential  active  personages  enquir- 
ing for  facts  as  to  the  blockade  with  which  to  swell  the  pressure  being 
made  upon  the  Government.  And  the  commission  are  compelled  to 
meet  such  by  replying  that  they  expect  to  be  prepared  to  furnish  to 

*  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Eustis,  and  Macfarland. 
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their  friends  all  needful  information  when  Parliament  meets  on  the 
6th  of  February. 

We  trust  that  by  the  West  India  mail  steamer  due  on  the  29th 
instant,  the  fullest  information  will  be  received  here  from  the  State 
Department  on  that  vital  point. 

We  have  had  no  interview  nor  communication  with  Earl  Eussell 
since  our  note  to  him  of  the  30th  of  November  and  his  reply  of  the 
7th  of  December  last,  copies  of  which  have  been  communicated  to 
you. 

By  reference  to  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  the 
14th  of  June  last,  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Adams  complained  that 
the  Confederate  commissioners  had  been  allowed  to  have  interviews 
with  Earl  Eussell,  and  that  his  lordship  replied  "  that  it  had  been 
the  custom  both  in  France  and  here  to  receive  such  persons  un- 
officially for  a  long  time  back.  Poles,  Hungarians,  Italians,  etc., 
had  been  allowed  interviews  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say.  But  this 
did  not  imply  recognition  in  their  case  any  more  than  in  ours. 
He  added  that  lie  had  seen  the  gentlemen  some  time  ago,  and  once 
some  time  since ;  he  had  no  expectation  of  seeing  them  any  more. 

(Vide  London  Times,  30  December,  1861.) 

We  conceive  that  this  concession  to  the  demand  of  Mr.  Adams  and 
the  refusal  to  see  us  personally,  was  a  violation  of  that  neutrality 
which  this  Government  has  proclaimed  to  be  the  rule  b}'  which  it 
would  be  guided,  and  that  receiving  written  communications  from 
the  commission,  even  if  in  full  accordance  with,  and  no  violation  of 
Earl  Bussell's  agreement  with  Mr.  Adams,  was  not  an  adequate 
substitute  for  personal  interviews  in  which  there  is  a  mutual  inter- 
change and  suggestion  of  ideas,  and  by  which  the  commission  could 
better  ascertain  the  real  tone  and  temper  of  the  Government,  and 
be  thus  guided  in  their  approaches. 

The  members  of  the  commission  differed  in  their  views  as  to  the 
policy  of  a  reply  to  the  note  of  Earl  Eussell  of  December  7  after 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Adams's  note  to  Mr.  Seward,  of  the  14th 
of  June  last.  Mr.  Yancey  thought  that  the  dignity  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  involved,  and  required  a  moderate  yet  firm  and  dignified 
protest  against  the  conduct  of  Earl  Eussell'  in  refusing  personal 
interviews  and  in  virtually  denying  even  written  communications. 
Mr.  Eost  and  Mr.  Mann  did  not  attach  the  same  importance  to 
this,  and  no  reply  was  made. 

The  public  journals  and  all  circles  in  society  show  the  great  and 
permanent  consideration  which  is  being  given  to  the  American 
question.  It  is  believed  to  occupy  the  attention  of  this  and  of  the 
French  Government.  The  prevailing  and  doubtless  correct  im- 
pression here  is,  that  these  two  Governments  have  remonstrated  in 
strong  terms  and  also  protested  against  the  sinking  of  the  "  stone 
fleet "  in  the  main  channel  at  Charleston,  and  that  they  will  directly 
interfere  in  some  way.  Some  indications  are  that  the  interference 
will  go  to  the  extent  of  a  demand  of  an  armistice  and  that  the  differ- 
ences of  boundary  between  the  North  and  South  shall  be  settled  by 
these  powers. 

What  form,  however,  intervention  will  assume,  we  have  no  in- 
formation of,  but  we  believe  that  it  will  take  place  in  a  short  time. 

The  whole  question  will  be  brought  forward  in  Parliament  at  an 
early  day,  and  will  doubtless  give  rise  to  heated  discussion. 
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We  regret  to  inform  you  that  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  with  their 
secretaries,  have  not  been  heard  of  since  they  left  Provincetown 
on  the  2d  instant  in  the  British  corvette  Rinaldo.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Rinaldo's  orders  were  to  proceed  to  Halifax,  and  up  to  the 
14th  instant  nothing  had  been  heard  of  her  there. 

The  West  India  mail  steamer  from  Havana  via  St.  Thomas  is 
due  at  Southampton  on  the  29th  instant,  and  we  have  some  hopes  of 
the  arrival  of  these  gentlemen  by  that  route.  The  vessel  by  which 
Ave  send  this  dispatch  will  leave  on  to-morrow,  too  early  to  convey 
any  information  as  to  the  arrival  of  the  West  India  mail  packet. 
We  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 
A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hinter,  etc. 

[Enclosures.] 

1.  Napoleon's  speech  on  the  opening  of  the  chambers. 

2.  Lord  Russell's  reply  to  Mr.  Seward  ;  affair  of  the  Trent. 


London,  January  27,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy  sails  in  the  morning  in  command 
of  the  Economist.  I  wish  the  ship  could  be  delayed  two  days,  in  order 
to  convey  the  news  of  the  West  India  mail  steamer  due  at  Southamp- 
ton on  28th  or  29th  instant. 

AVe  feel  great  anxiety  as  to  the  safety  of  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Slidell,  who  have  not  been  heard  of  since  the  2d  instant.  If  they 
arrive,  as  we  hope  they  may  do,  by  the  West  India  mail  steamer,  I 
shall  leave  in  all  probability  on  the  1st  February  by  another  one  of 
our  chartered  steamers  for  Nassau — John  E.  Ward,  Esq.,  of  Georgia, 
will  be  with  me — and  I  should  be  glad  if  the  Government  would  send 
the  Theodora  over  for  me.  There  is  another  probability  and  that  is, 
that  if  the  chartered  ship  should  be  delayed,  I  will  go  by  the  return 
West  India  mail  packet  and  arrive  at  Havana  about  24th  February. 
In  either  event,  I  should  desire  some  early  and  speedy  conveyance 
from  Havana  to  the  Confederate  States.  A  state  of  blockade  and  the 
great-desire  of  the  enemy  to  seize  one  so  conspicuous  as  I  have  been 
in  the  cause  of  Southern  independence,  induces  me  to  suggest  to  you 
that  it  might  well  be  considered  a  national  duty  to  assist  me  in 
reaching  one  of  our  ports  in  safety. 

Colonel  Mann  is  still  here  and  Judge  Rost  in  Paris.  The  public 
mind  here  and  in  France  is  fully  engaged  with  American  troubles, 
and  I  have  some  reason  to  think  that  France  and  England  will  unite 
in  an  armed  intervention. 

The  blockade  seems  to  be  generally  admitted  to  be  a  paper  one, 
and  had  the  State  Department,  instead  of  sending  us  dispatches 
containing  only,  on  23d  October,  an  announcement  of  battle  of  Lees- 
burg,  and  on  9th  November  only  General  Polk's  telegram,  sent  full 
returns  from  our  custom-houses  of  all  vessels  breaking  the  blockade, 
we  should  have  had  it  [in]  our  power  to  have  broken  it  here  also. 
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Considering  that  there  is  but  one  mission  for  that  department  to 
attend  to,  I  must  think,  in  the  interests  of  our  endangered  country, 
that  there  has  been  negligence  and  indifference  displayed  by  it  in 
keeping  this  commission  informed  upon  the  main  point,  upon  which 
it  requested  information. 

If  Mason  and  Slidell  do  not  arrive  on  29th  instant,  I  shall  be  most 
disagreeably  placed,  between  a  sense  of  what  is  the  duty  I  owe 
to  the  Confederacy  and  the  duty  I  owe  my  State.  If  my  State 
would  exercise  a  generous  forbearance,  1  might  remain  another 
month. 

As  yet  I  have  hardly  made  up  my  mind  as  to  what  I  shall  do. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 

[Endorsement  on  cover,  Mr.  Yancey  to  the  President.] 


No.  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  1G  dated  at  Vera  Cruz,  31st  of  December, 
with  its  enclosures,  reached  this  Department  to-day,  and  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  President.  The  nonreceipt  of  several  of  your  dis- 
patches and  particularly  of  that  one,  in  which,  as  you  state,  you 
give  the  details  of  the  causes  which  induced  you  to  leave  the  city  of 
Mexico,  renders  it  difficult  to  form  a  proper  estimate  of  the  circum- 
stances which  controlled  your  action.  As  the  President  does  not 
consider  that  the  public  service  requires  at  the  present  time  the 
employment  of  an  agent  at  Vera  Cruz,  he  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  you  have  his  permission  to  return  to  the  Confederate  States  as 
soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch  as  you  think  proper. 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  11th  ultimo,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  sent 
to  Perkins  &  Co.,  corner  of  Union  and  Carondelet  Streets,  New 
Orleans,  a  draft  on  the  assistant  treasurer  at  that  city,  payable  to 
your  order,  for  the  sum  of  $1,000. 


I  am,  sir,  etc., 


John  T.  Pickett,  Esq.,  etc., 

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 


Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Aasfetant  Secretary  of  State. 


Richmond,  January  28,  ]862. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  communicate  to 
you  the  matter  contained  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  General 
<!.  K.  Anderson,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  his  assistant 
adjutant  general. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  T.  Bledsoe, 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  II™,  °hi*f>  *™'  °f  War' 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Fenton's  Hotel,  London,  January  30, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  We  arrived  in  London  yesterday  evening,  and  I  could 
address  you  but  a  short  private  note  by  a  ship  to  sail  to-day  for  a 
Confederate  port.  I  have  had  but  one  day  in  London,  and  that  en- 
grossed by  visitors,  embracing  many  of  my  countrymen  here  with 
many  English  gentlemen  who  sympathize  with  us.  This  letter  which 
can  not  contain  much  is  to  go  by  the  Nashville;  and  if  Captain 
Pegram  makes  good  his  voyage,  he  will  tell  you  the  complications  that 
have  arisen  in  regard  to  his  presence  in  an  English  port.  It  will 
suffice  for  me  to  say  that,  the  Federal  slap  Tuscarora  being  at  South- 
ampton to  watch  him,  this  Government  ordered  both  to  leave  the  port, 
brought  about  by  misconduct  in  regard  to  espionage  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Tuscarora,  the  Nashville  to  depart,  as  I  understand  it, 
24  hours  (afterwards  extended  to  48)  after  the  departure  of  the  Tus- 
carora. Captain  Pegram,  who  consulted  with  me  in  obeying  this  ap- 
parently harsh  order,  has  acted  in  everything  in  a  manner  becoming 
his  position.  I  have  not  the  means  of  making  myself  fully  acquainted 
with  the  orders  of  the  British  Government  in  this  regard,  they  being 
partly  written  and  partly  through  verbal  communication.  So  far  as 
I  have  understood  them,  however,  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Admiralty  intended  incivility  or  discourtesy  to  the  Nashville;  but 
under  the  necessity  of  sending  away  the  Tuscarora,  it  was  thought 
prudent,  and  to  preserve  neutrality,  to  extend  the  same  measure  to 
the  Nashville. 

In  my  short  note  of  last  night  I  could  tell  you  only  of  the  favorable 
impression  we  received  everywhere  on  our  voyage  of  sympathy  from 
British  naval  officers.  Now  with  but  a  day's  experience  in  London, 
my  impressions  decidedly  are  that,  although  the  ministry  may  hang 
back  in  regard  to  the  blockade  and  recognition  through  the  Queen's 
speech  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  next  week  the  popular  voice, 
through  the  House  of  Commons,  will  demand  both.  But  few  mem- 
bers, it  is  said,  are  yet  in  town,  but  there  is  a  prevalent  desire  mani- 
fested to  be  well  informed  as  to  American  affairs,  and  I  have  said  to 
those  who  have  called  on  me  that  I  should  l>e  happy  to  see  and  con- 
verse with  any  gentlemen  who  desired  such  informatiou.  My  views, 
of  course,  upon  such  short  acquaintance  here,  must  be  crude,  but  I 
shall  be  disappointed  if  the  Parliament  does  not  insist  on  definite 
action  by  the  ministry,  inuring  to  the  relief  of  their  people  as  well 
as  ours.  By  the  next  opportunity  I  shall  hope  to  write  you  more 
formally  and  at  large.  Please  send  the  enclosed  to  Mrs.  Mason. 
Very  respectfully,  truly  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  II.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


London,  February  1,  1862. 
Mr  Dear  Mr.  President:  The  enclosed  was  written  at  the  time 
of  its  date  and  sent  to  my  Liverpool  correspondent  for  transmission 
through  Kentucky,  as  other  of  my  letters  were  transmitted  to  you; 
but  lie  concluded  that  it  was  too  much  of  a  risk  for  his  friend  at 
Louisville  to  undertake  to  forward  it  from  there  and  returned  it. 
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I  can  confidently  assure  you  that  all  the  powers  and  States  of  Europe 
will  manifest  their  decided  dissatisfaction  to  the  Lincoln  Govern- 
ment at  the  worse  than  barbarous  act  of  Lincoln  in  sinking  the  stone 
fleet  in  Charleston  Harbor.  Lord  Russell  has  written  two  strong 
remonstrances  to  Washington  upon  the  subject,  the  first  in  Decem- 
ber and  the  second  last  week.  Adams  and  Dayton  promised  Great 
Britain  and  France  decisive  victories  over  us  by  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary. They  have  delayed  any  definite  movement  with  respect  to 
the  raising  of  the  blockade.  Unless  we  are  unfortunate  in  some  great 
engagement  the  measure  can  not  be  delayed  much  longer.  Mr. 
Mason  arrived  on  the  29th  [ultimo].  Of  course,  my  duties  here 
have  been  terminated;  but  as  Parliament  is  about  to  meet,  I  think  I 
can  render  valuable  services,  and  therefore  shall  not  proceed  to  the 
Continent  for  some  time.  I  believe  I  shall  negotiate  with  Belgium 
the  first  treaty  ever  concluded  by  the  Confederate  States.  I  have 
already  the  outlines  of  one  proposed,  which  I  am  sure  will  meet  with 
your  approval  as  well  as  that  of  the  coordinate  branch  of  the  treaty- 
making  powers.  Mr.  Yancey  is  anxious  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate 
at  the  opening  on  the  22d  proximo. 
Respectfully,  your  friend, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

P.  S. — I  open  this  to  enclose  the  accompanying  f memorandum], 
which  has  just  been  placed  in  my  hands.    I  regard  it  as  authentic. 

A.  D.  M. 

[Confidential  memorandum.] 

London,  January  31,  180%. 

About  10  days  ago  the  English  foreign  office  submitted  the  two 
following  questions  to  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe : 

First.  Is  the  sinking  of  "  the  stone  fleet "  in  the  main  channel  of 
Charleston  Harbor  contrary  to  public  law  and  an  outrage  on  civili- 
zation? 

Second.  Is  the  blockade  "  effective."  or  bus  it  ever  been  so?  Is  it 
now  binding  on  neutral  powers? 

Since  Monday  last  (27th  instant)  answers,  in  the  shape  of  memori- 
als (in  the  cases  of  France  and  Prussia  drawn  up  by  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown),  have  been  received  from — 

France,  who  emphatically  pronounces  the  destruction  of  harbor 
to  be  an  act  of  ''vindictive  vandalism"  and  a  gross  violation  of  the 
law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  no  belligerent  having  any  right  to 
destroy  such  a  harbor  to  the  permanent  injury  of  mankind. 

In  answer  to  second  question,  France  pronounces  the  blockade  to 
be  "ineffective  and  illegal"  and  concludes  that  "neutral  powers 
ought  no  longer  to  respect  it." 

Prussia  arrives  at  same  conclusions  as  France  upon  both  questions 
but  admits  attenuating  [extenuating]  circumstances  as  regards' 
destruction  of  harbor.  The  Prussian  jurist  goes  into  a  hair-splittino- 
disquisition,  recognizes  the  right  of  a  power  possessing  and  holding 
a  port  of  its  own  to  ruin  it  forever  if  that  be  necessary  for  self" 
defense,  but  denies  the  right  of  an  aggressor  to  do  so. 

Thus  the  Russians  were  justified  in  burning  Moscow  in  1812  the 
invading  French  in  doing  so  would  have  committed  a  heinous  crime 
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against  humanity.  Prussia  winds  up  by  declaring  the  sinking  of 
the  stone  fleet  to  be  a  crime  and  outrage  on  civilization. 

Sardinia  agrees  with  France  on  both  questions,  but  her  condemna- 
tion both  of  blockade  and  stone  fleet  is  in  even  stronger  terms. 

Austria  declares  "blockade  altogether  illegal"  and  has  instructed 
Mr.  Hulsemann  to  represent  her  views  to  the  Washington  Govern- 
ment. She  coincides  with  the  other  beforementioned  powers  in  con- 
demning the  sinking  of  the  stone  fleet. 

Spain's  reply  is  incomplete.  She  declares  blockade  to  be  alto- 
gether ineffective,  but  not  being  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  stone  fleet  can  not  yet  express  a  decided  opinion  on 
the  subject.  Her  final  opinion  is  expected  daily,  and  no  doubt  what- 
ever is  entertained  at  Foreign  Office  that  it  will  be  in  harmony  with 
that  of  other  powers  consulted. 

Russia  has  not  yet  replied  to  these  questions,  but  in  a  recent  com- 
munication she  has  emphatically  declared  blockade  to  be  "  ineffec- 
tive" and  contrary  to  the  principles  adopted  at  the  Conference  of 
Paris  in  1856. 

Sweden  and  Holland  have  not  yet  replied.  Their  answers  are 
daily  expected. 


No.  2.]  LondoNj  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  Mr.  Yancey's 
departure  for  home  to  advise  you  of  my  arrival  at  my  destination, 
having  reached  London  on  the  29th  ultimo  via  Southampton. 

Beyond  this  I  have  as  yet  but  little  to  communicate.  It  would  be 
premature,  after  a  sojourn. of  barely  three  days,  to  venture  upon  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  here.  So  far 
as  I  have  met  individuals,  and  so  far  as  the  information  extends 
which  I  receive  from  others,  the  impression  left  on  my  mind  is 
favorable  without  warranting  very  sanguine  hope. 

There  seems  to  be  somewhat  of  a  lull  in  public  discussions  through 
the  press,  probably  owing  to  the  approaching  meeting  of  Parliament, 
which  assembles  on  the  5th  instant.  The  papers  have  said  little  or 
nothing  beyond  a  mere  announcement  of  the  fact  concerning  the 
arrival  of  our  commissioners.  I  argue  nothing  unfavorable  from 
this  and  account  for  it  on  the  ground  that  these  gentlemen  having 
already  become  by  their  capture  and  release  objects  of  unusual 
public  curiosity  it  was  thought  necessary  to  discourage  and  prevent 
manifestations  and  demonstrations  to  which  a  political  significance 
might  be  attached,  which  the  Government  did  not  desire  or  which 
might  really  become  the  occasion  for  producing  political  effects 
equally  undesirable. 

In  this  wise,  also,  do  I  explain  an  editorial  article  in  the  Times 
newspaper  (published  previous  to  their  arrival,  and  which  I  have 
not  yet  seen)  in  which  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  are  said  to  be 
represented  as  the  persistent  enemies  and  assailants  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  interests  throughout  their  public  lives.  This  onslaught, 
however,  whatever  may  have  been  its  meaning,  stands  isolated  from 
the  usual  policy  of  the  Times  toward  us,  either  before  or  since. 

While  upon  the  whole  we  have  little  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  London  press,  there  are  yet  unmistakable  evidences,  even  if  we 
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had  not  positive  knowledge,  that  an  indefatigable  and  unscrupulous 
agency  is  constantly  at  work  neglecting  no  opportunity  to  damage 
us  in  public  estimation.  Its  head,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
is  Thurlow  Weed,  who  is  said  to  have  at  his  disposal  a  large  secret 
service  fund  for  that  purpose.  Fortunately  the  manner  in  which  he 
and  his  coadjutors  endeavor  to  accomplish  their  object  is  that  of  all 
others  the  most  repulsive  to  English  taste  and  habit  and  I  am  well 
convinced  that  he  most  injures  the  cause  which  he  means  to  serve. 
His  example  warns  me  that  I  can  not  be  too  cautious  and  circum- 
spect. I  shall  not  venture  to  write  until  I  feel  my  ground  firmly 
under  me  and  have  a  reasonable  prospect  of  achieving  some  positive 
good,  certain  tliat  in  this  case  more  than  any  other  "  whatever  is 
not  useful  does  harm."  For  this  reason  I  shall  probably  have  little 
to  transmit  of  my  own  composition  for  some  three  of  four  weeks  to 
come.  Meanwhile  I  hope  to  be  able  to  survey  the  field  before  me 
sufficiently  to  form  an  intelligent  estimate  of  the  relative  importance 
of  conflicting  interests  and  views,  as  well  as  of  those  who  advocate 
and  hold  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henby  Hotze. 

Hon.  K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

P.   S. — My  first  communication  was  dated  Havana,  January  6, 
and  intrusted  to  a  chance  opportunity.  II.  11. 


No.  1.] 

Commission  Contedekate  States  of  America, 

London,  February  2,  1S62. 
Sib:  I  arrived  here  on  the  29th  ultimo  in  the  West  India  mail 
steamer  from  St.  Thomas,  and  have  since  written  you  two  private 
notes  by  easual  opportunities  offering,  taking  the  chance  of  then- 
reaching  you.  In  these  I  gave  you  a  brief  account  of  our  voyages 
after  being  released  from  Fort  Warren.  This  is  to  go  by  Mr.  Yan- 
cey, who  leaves  this  evening  for  Southampton.  Lest  my  private 
notes  should  have  miscarried,  I  will  briefly  state  here  that  on  the 
1st  January  Mr.  Slidell  and  I,  with  Messrs.  Eustis  and  Macfarland, 
were  taken  from  Fort  Warren  in  a  small  steam  tug,  40  miles  across 
an  arm  of  the  sea  to  Provincetown,  Mass.,  in  charge  of  a  subordinate 
clerk  of  the  State  Department  at  Washington,  and  six  marines  with 
a  corporal,  where  we  found  at  anchor  the  British  war  steamer 
hmaldo,  of  1*  guns,  Commander  Hewett,  and  were  placed  on  board 
about  4  p.  m.  AVe  were  received  by  Captain  Hewett  with  great 
eourtesy2  and  the  ship  immediately  got  underway  for  Halifax. 

Captain  Hewitt  showed  us  in  the  course  of  the  evening  his  letter 
of  instructions  from  Lord  Lyons,  which  directed  him  to  receive  and 
treat  us  with  all  the  respect  and  consideration  due  to  private  gentle- 
men of  distinction,  and  his  orders  were  to  proceed  to  Halifax  or,  if 
we  desired  it,  to  any  other  neutral  port,  but  not  to  anv  one  of  the 
Oonlederate  States.  The  most  speedy  opportunity  to  England  bein^ 
trom  Halifax,  we  proceeded  thither,  but  during  the'night  a  gale  sprumr 
^up  trom  the  northwest,  which  continued  with  increasing  violence^ 
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accompanied  by  thick  weather  and  snowstorms,  up  to  Sunday,  the 
5th.  During  that  period  we  were  unable  to  take  an  observation 
or  to  determine  where  we  were  in  reference  to  our  port;  the  ther- 
mometer was  at  15° ;  the  ship  covered  thickly  with  ice ;  all  the  ropes, 
cordage,  and  sails  frozen  into  a  dense,  common  mass,  and  the  coal 
nearly  exhausted ;  add  to  which  the  ship  had  sustained  much  damage 
by  the  severity  of  the  protracted  storm,  lost  two  of  her  boats  from 
the  davits,  her  foretop  sails  (the  only  sails  set)  blown  away,  though 
double  reefed,  the  taffrails  stove  in,  etc.,  with  many  of  the  sailors 
severely  frostbitten.  In  this  condition  the  captain  determined  on 
Sunday,  the  5th,  still  unable  to  get  an  observation,  to  bear  away 
for  Bermuda.  It  was  computed  by  the  dead  reckoning  that  we  had 
run  some  40  miles  to  the  east  of  Halifax  when  the  course  of  the 
ship  was  changed.  Getting  to  the  middle  of  the  Gulf  stream  after 
a  run  of  some  300  miles,  we  were  enabled  to  thaw  out,  and  reached 
Bermuda  without  further  mishaps  on  the  9th. 

We  immediately  communicated  through  Captain  Hewett  with 
Admiral  Milne,  commanding  on  the  station,  at  his  residence  on  shore, 
expressing  our  desire,  so  far  as  compatible  with  his  convenience, 
to  proceed  in  the  most  speedy  manner  to  our  destination.  He  had 
but  few  ships  in  port,  but  offered  either  to  send  us  direct  to  Eng- 
land in  the  steamer  Racer,  which  could  be  got  ready  by  the  13th,  or, 
if  we  preferred  it,  to  send  us  on  in  the  Rinaldo  to  St.  Thomas,  which 
it  was  thought  we  might  reach  in  time  to  intercept  the  mail  steamer 
La  Pl-ata,  to  leave  there,  at  latest,  on  the  14th,  Captain  Hewett 
kindly  offering  to  have  his  ship  coaled  during  the  night  and  to  pro- 
ceed the  next  day  notwithstanding  her  damaged  condition.  We 
chose  the  latter,  as  the  Racer  was  a  slow  vessel  and  under  any  cir- 
cumstances would  have  a  protracted  voyage.  The  admiral  also 
kindly  sent  us  an  invitation  to  dine  with  him  and  to  spend  the  night 
on  shore,  which  we  gladly  accepted.  Our  entertainment  was  in 
everything  courteous  and  hospitable.  All  the  officers  of  the  ships  in 
the  harbor  and  on  duty  on  shore  called  on  us  with  congratulations 
on  our  arrival,  tendering  us  every  offer  of  hospitality  and  express- 
ing an  earnest  hope  that  we  could  remain  with  them  a  few  days. 
And  I  must  add  as  a  marked  tribute  that  as  we  passed  the  admiral's 
ship,  the  Kile,  going  into  the  harbor  the  band  on  the  quarter  deck, 
having  the  officers  grouped  around,  played  what  they  understand  to 
be  our  national  air,  "Dixie."  Our  presence  on  board  had  been  made 
known  by  telegraph. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  detail,  as  part  of  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  as  indicative  of  the  feeling  and  spirit  prevailing  in  the 
British  Navy.  A  common  sentiment  pervaded  all,  and  which  was 
freely  expressed,  of  warm  sympathy  with  the  South  and  entire  aliena- 
tion from  the  North. 

We  left  Bermuda  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  after  a  pros- 
perous run,  entered  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas  on  the  morning  of  the 
14th,  where  we  found  the  La  Plata.  Captain  Hewett,  after  having 
had  our  baggage  transferred,  accompanied  us  in  his  gig  on  board  the 
La  Plata,  and  introduced  us  to  its  captain,  who  received  us  with  warm 
congratulations,  and  provided  every  comfort  for  us  duping  the  voy- 
age. 

The  IT.  S.  steamer  Iroquois  was  at  anchor  in  the.  harbor,  and  near 
her  the  British  war  steamer  Cadmus.     Captain  Hillyar  of  the  latter 
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culled  on  us  on  board  the  Einuldo,  and  said  in  conversation  that 
amongst  other  reasons  for  being  gratified  at  our  arrival,  it  would 
relieve  him  of  the  duty  of  watching  the  Iroquois,  which  had  been  his 
occupation  for  some  weeks  past. 

We  sailed  the  same  afternoon  in  the  La  Plata,  and  reached  South- 
ampton on  the  29th,  came  to  London  the  same  evening,  and  on  the 
following  morning  Mr.  Slidell,  with  Mr.  Eustis,  proceeded  to  Paris. 

In  the  three  days  only  that  I  have  been  here,  I  have  been  called  on 
by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen,  including  Sir  James  Fergusson 
(whom  you  probably  saw  recently  in  Eichmond)  with  congratulations 
and  other  tokens  of  kindest  welcome.  I  must  again  ask  pardon  for 
these  details  not  otherwise  fitted  for  a  dispatch,  but  as  evidence  of  the 
spirit  and  feeling  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Yancey,  who  bears  this,  can  tell  you  in  person  of  everything 
interesting  to  us  in  public  affairs,  including  the  gallant  exploits  of  the 
Sumter  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  the  difficulties  attending  the 
presence  and  departure  of  the  Nashville  from  Southampton. 

I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Semmes  to  me  from 
Gibraltar,  with  copy  of  my  reply,  and  of  mine  to  Messrs.  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  also  copy  of  a  telegram  to  Captain 
Semmes  which  I  dispatched  this  morning,  which  will  explain  them- 
selves, and  my  action  in  which  I  hope  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  Government.  I  enclose  also  a  Government  order,  cut  from  the 
Times  of  yesterday,  which  will  show  the  necessity  for  the  expedi- 
tion I  recommended  by  telegraph  to  Captain  Semmes.  I  was  in- 
formed at  the  telegraph  office  that  he  would  receive  the  telegram  prob- 
ably to-day,  certainly  to-morrow. 

From  all  I  can  gather  here,  while  the  ministry  seem  to  hang  fire 
both  as  regards  the  blockade  and  recognition,  the  opinion  is  very 
prevalent  and  in  best  informed  quarters,  that  at  an  early  day  after 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  the  subject  will  be  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  and  pressed  to  a  favorable  vote.  The  motion 
will  probably  come  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  address, 
and  with  the  opposition  it  is  thought  will  carry  a  sufficient  conserva- 
tive vote  to  reach  a  majority.  With  all  this,  however,  Mr.  Yancey 
is  far  better  versed  than  I,  and  can  give  better  information.  He  will 
tell  you  that  on  the  last  application  by  the  commissioners  for  an  inter- 
view with  Earl  Pussell,  they  were  requested  to  make  their  communi- 
cation in  writing.  How  far  this  may  foreshadow  refusal  to  receive 
me,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say,  though  I  do  not  anticipate  it.  My  present 
purpose  is,  unless  something  should  occur  advising  delay,  to  write 
a  note  to-morrow  to  the  minister,  asking  an  interview  and  announc- 
ing my  being  here  as  special  commissioner  to  this  Government. 

I  have  only  time  to  add  that  I  have  received  dispatches  Nos.  1,  2, 
and  3  from  Mr.  Brown,  with  their  enclosures.  No.  1,  referring  to 
the  case  of  the  British  vessels  Bruce  and  Napier,  shall  have  my  atten- 
tion should  occasion  admit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


LIST   OF   PAPERS.  329 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

C.  S.  Steamer  Sumter, 
Bay  of  Gibraltar,  January  24,  1862. 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  ship  is  at  this  place' 
awaiting  funds  for  necessary  repairs,  anil  for  the  purchase  of  fuel,  etc. 
I  have  communicated  with  the  Hon.  Wm.  L.  Yancey  on  the  subject,' 
and  in  a  letter  to  me  of  the  date  of  the  14th  instant  that  gentleman 
informed  me  that  the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool, 
will  supply  me  with  funds,  upon  my  requisition  endorsed  by  the  com- 
missioner of  the  Confederate  States.  I  enclose  herewith  a  draft  for 
the  sifm  of  $20,000,  drawn  upon  the  above-mentioned  house,  which  I 
request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  endorse. 

The  transmission  of  funds  to  me  is  of  absolute  necessity  to  enable 
me  to  take  the  sea,  and  it  would  be  an  event  much  to  be  deplored  if 
the  cruise  of  the  Sumter  should  be  cut  short  at  this  stage  of  the  war 
for  the  want  of  a  few  thousand  dollars.  My  crew  is  in  want  of 
clothing  also,  and  I  have  written  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  North,  of  the 
Navy,  now  in  London,  on  this  subject,  requesting  him  to  send  me  a 
supply.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  give  your  sanction  to  this  measure 
also?     *     *     * 

The  crippled  condition  of  my  ship  and  the  want  of  funds  have 
deprived  me  of  the  power  of  scouring  the  Mediterranean,  the  whole 
of  which  sea  I  could  have  swept  without  molestation  in  from  15  to 
20  days,  whereas  it  is  now  to  be  feared  that  before  I  can  prepare  my- 
self for  such  a  cruise  the  enemy  will  be  present  in  some  force. 

Re  pleased  to  accelerate  the  transmission  of  the  sum  drawn,  for 
as  before  I  have  intelligence  of  my  ability  to  draw  on  some  banker 
I  can  not  strike  the  first  lick  toward  repairing  my  ship. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

E.  Semmes, 
Commander. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States,  London. 

(Enclosure  No.  2.] 

London,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  T  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  24 
January,  with  draft  enclosed,  in  original  and  duplicate,  for  $20,000 
on  the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool.  They  ar- 
rived to-daj'  and  have  been  at  once  dispatched  to  that  house,  with 
my  approval  endorsed,  and  I  have  asked  them  to  give  you  the 
earliest  notice  of  the  amount  to  your  credit,  as  Captain  North  in- 
forms me  that  about  $4,000  of  the  amount  must  be  applied  to  pay 
for  clothing,  etc.,  ordered  by  you  through  him.  Tt  would  seem  that 
some  difficulty  arose  in  making  that  purchase  on  credit. 

You  may  "confidently  rely  on  this  fund  immediately  available, 
and  should"  this  reach  you  in  advance  of  advice  from  Fraser  &  Co., 
can  go  on  to  effect  your  outfit. 

I  enclose  an  order  from  the  foreign  office  here,  published  in  the 
Times  of  this  morning,  from  which  you  will  see  that  no  time  is  to 
be  lost  in  getting  ready  for  sea. 
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The  adventures  and  successful  enterprise  of  your  gallant  ship, 
unaided  and  alone  on  the  sea,  I  need  not  say  has  attracted  the  most 
favorable  notice  of  our  Government  and  the  applause  of  all. 

I  shall  hope  to  hear  from  you  and  of  your  prospects  when  you 
leave  Gibraltar,  and  am,  with  best  wishes  for  your  success  and 
safety, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Captain  R.  Semmes, 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Sumter,  Gibraltar. 

[Enclosure  3.1 

Fenton's  Hotel,  * 
London,  February  1,  1862. 
Gentlemen  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  draft  in  two  parts,  original  and 
duplicate,  drawn  by  Captain  R.  Semmes,  commanding  Confederate 
steamer  Sumter,  dated  at  Gibraltar  24th  January,  in  his  own  favor 
for  $20,000. 

In  his  letter  enclosing  the  draft  just  received,  Captain  Semmes 
asks  me  to  show  by  endorsement  that  the  transaction  has  my  ap- 
proval, and  which  you  will  find  accordingly. 

I  hasten  to  send  it  to  you,  as  the  occasion  for  its  use  will  not 
admit  of  delay,  especially  under  the  stringent  orders  issued  from 
the  foreign  office  yesterday  and  published  in  the  Times  this  morning. 
I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Yancey  since  the  receipt  of  Captain  Semmes' 
letter,  but  Captain  North  informs  me  that  the  necessity  for  the 
money  (which  is  certainly  urgent  and  of  great  moment  to  our 
Government)  is  known  to  you,  and  that  you  had  kindly  consented 
to  accept  the  draft. 

Oblige  me,  therefore,  by  giving  the  earliest  notice  to  Captain 
Semmes  at  Gibraltar  of  the  amount  to  his  credit  with  your  house. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trexholm  &  Co.. 

Liverpool. 
!*■   S. — I  have  yours  of  the  30th  January,  with   its  enclosures, 
which  shall  have  my  immediate  care. 

J.  M.  M. 

[Enclosure  4 — Tele^rtun.J 

London,  February  2,  1862. 

Yours  with  drafts  received  and  acted  on.    Can  draw  on  house  in 

Liverpool  for  $16,000.     Get  ready  for  sea  without  delay  or  waiting 

further  advice  as  by  recent  Government  order.     You  must  leave  port 

on  six  days'  notice.     Letters  will  explain  fully. 

_,        _   „  J.  M.  Mason. 

Capt.  R.  Semmes, 

Confederate  Steamer  Sumter,  Gibraltar. 


™°-  "•]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  February  7, 1862. 
Sir  :  My  dispatch  to  you,  No.  1,  by  Mr.  Yancey,  bore  date  of  the  2d 
instant.     An  opportunity  direct  enables  me  to  say  a  few  words  addi- 
tional. 
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I  send  you  with  this  the  Times  of  this  date  containing  the  Queen's 
message  and  the  debate  on  it  in  Parliament.  The  former,  as  you  will 
see,  contains  no  further  reference  to  American  affairs  than  the  affair 
of  the  Trent.  It  is  thought  that  silence  as  to  the  blockade  was  in- 
tended to  leave  that  question  open. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  kind  enough  to  call  on  me  by  appointment  and 
find  me  a  place  in  the  House  of  Commons.     It  would  seem  after  con- 
sultation members  favorable  to  our  interest  thought  it  best  not  to 
broach  them  in  the  House  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the 
address,  as  I  thought  would  be  done  in  my  No.  1,  but  the  question 
will  come  up  in  both  houses  in  some  form  at  an  early  day.     Many 
members  of  Parliament  warmly  in  our  interest  have  called  on  me, 
including  Mr.  Lindsay,  M.  P.,  for  Liverpool,  and  who  is  the  largest 
shipowner  in  England,  and  I  was  introduced  to  others  at  the  house. 
They  confer  freely  as  to  what  may  be  best  for  our  interest.    They 
say  the  blockade  question  is  one  more  easily  carried  in  our  favor  just 
now  than  recognition,  in  which  I  agree,  and  their  efforts  will  be 
mainly  directed  to  a  repudiation  of  the  blockade.     If  that  is  done, 
recognition  will  speedily  follow.     The  ministry  are  certainly  averse 
to  either  step  just  now.     They  seem  afraid  of  any  further  broil  with 
the  Government  at  Washington.     You  will  see  what  was  said  by 
Lord  Derby  in  the  Lords  and  Disraeli  in  the  house.     There  was 
extreme  reluctance  with  all  parties  to  go  into   any  controversial 
question  on  the  address,  because  of  the  recent  death  of  the  prince 
and  the  real  sorrow  of  the  Queen.     I  have  had  long  conferences  with 
Mr.  Gregory,  who  will  be  an  earnest  and  efficient  coadjutor;  all  agree 
that  I  could  not  have  a  more  useful  or  safe  adviser.    A  call  will  be 
made,  probably  in  both  houses,  for  any  information  in  possession 
of  the  Government  touching  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade.     I  have 
the  returns  from  the  Southern  ports  given  me  at  Richmond  up  to 
the  1st  of  September,  and  received  here  since  I  came,  for  the  months 
of  September  and  October.    I  shall  make  free  use  with  our  friends 
in  Parliament  of  the  results  they  show  and  when  in  communication 
with  the  foreign  office  shall  send  them  to  Earl  Russell.     As  to  the 
latter,  Mr.  Gregory  has  kindly  offered  to  consult  with  judicious 
friends  and  advise  me  in  what  manner  it  may  be  best  to  ask  the 
interview,  always  considering  that  while  conforming  to  any  proper 
usage,  I  stand  in  no  attitude  as  a  supplicant  or  as  asking  any  favor. 
I  have  a  note  from  Mr.  Slidell,  dated  at  Paris,  on  the  5th,  in  which 
he  says:  "I  wrote  a  note  (unofficial)  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  Monday, 
requesting  an  interview.     I  received  an  answer  the  same  day,  fixing 
Friday,  the  7th  instant,  for  the  purpose.     This  prompt  reply  seems 
to  me' to  augur  well  for  the  disposition  of  the  Government.    I  shall 
make,  only  a  passing  allusion  to  the  question  of  recognition,  intimat- 
ing that  "on  that  point  I  am  not  disposed  at  present  to  press  con- 
sideration, but  I  shall  insist  on  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade,  the 
vandalism  of  the  stone  fleet,  etc."     And  further  on  he  gives  as  his 
impression  from  other  circumstances  "that  the  Government,  while 
unprepared  to  receive  me  officially,  wishes  to  manifest  its  personal 
good  feeling  toward  me  and  at  the  same  time  to  prove  that  it  is 
not  unfriendly  to  our  cause." 

To  conclude,  I  can  give  no  opinion  satisfactory  to  myself  as  to  the 
probable  action  of  the  Government  here,  further  than  that  it  will 
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remain  passive,  unless  moved  by  a  vote  of  either  house,  and  of  the 
last  I  have  not  the  means  of  speaking  with  confidence. 

This  is  to  pro  by  a  steamer  expected  to  sail  direct  for  the  South 
with  supplies,  etc.,  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

P.  S. — I  send  with  this  a  short  dispatch,  No.  3,  on  a  different 
subject. 

February  8. — I  send  also  the  Times  of  this  date,  with  the  debate 
of  yesterday  in  both  bouses,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  work  recently 
published  bcre,  entitled  "  Tbe  American  Union,"  by  James  Spence, 
third  edition.  I  have,  not  yet  had  time  to  look  into  it,  but  it  is 
said  on  all  hands  to  be  the  ablest  vindication  of  the  Southern  cause 
that  (amongst  many)  has  appeared  in  London.  Tbe  author  sends 
it  to  the  President  himself.  He  is  a  merchant  of  Liverpool,  of  whom 
I  have  seen  a  good  deal  and  is  certainly  a  very  sensible  and  sagacious 
man. 

The  delay  of  a  day  in  this  dispatch,  enables  me  to  add  that  since 
I  wrote  you  yesterday,  I  addressed  to-day  (on  advice  of  Mr.  Gregory) 
a  note  to  Earl  Russell,  asking  an  interview  at  his  convenience,  "as 
instructed  by  my  Government ;"  and  have  his  reply  to-night,  in 
form  of  a  polite  note,  saying  that  he  would  receive  me  on  Monday, 
10th  instant,  at  his  residence  at  11  a.  m.,  unofficially.  I  shall,  of 
course,  call  on  him  accordingly,  and  in  my  next  dispatch  will  send 
you  copies  of  my  note  and  his  reply,  with  the  result  of  the  in- 
terview. 

J.  M.  M. 

No.  3.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  February  7,  1862. 
Sir:  Many  applications  are  made  to  me  by  officers  in  the  British 
Army,  so  far  of  the  rank  of  captain  and  lieutenant,  to  know  if  they 
can  get  into  our  service,  and  with  what  rank.  I  can,  of  course,  give 
them  no  answer,  but  there  may  be  some  whose  experience  in  the  field 
or  for  drill  may  be  useful,  and  I  hear  of  others  on  the  Continent  who 
seek  that  information  from  me.  Will  you  advise  me  what  I  am 
to  say  to  such  applicants.  As  to  their  merits,  I  know  of  no  other  reli- 
ance than  the  testimonials  thay  may  take  with  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


February  7,. 1862. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Mason  :  Lord  Russell  will  receive  you,  unofficially 
of  course,  if  you  will  call  on  him  at  his  house  in  Chesham  Place  on 
Monday  at  11  o'clock.    This  was  conveyed  to  me,  but  I  think  your 
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course  is  best,  to  write  to  him  a  letter  requesting  an  interview.  I 
should  state  that  you  are  here  as  envoy  from  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy, but  that  as  the  Confederacy  is  not  as  yet  recognized,  you  apply 
for  an  unofficial  interview.  This  is  I  think  the  most  dignified  course 
to  pursue,  and  I  have  asked  advice  on  the  subject. 
I  remain,  yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  H.  Gkegoet. 
Address,  the  Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Foreign  Office. 
I  should  not  address  your  letter  to  his  private  house. 


No.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Biehmond,  February  8, 1862. 

Sir:  In  looking  to  the  future  relations  between  the  Confederate 
States  and  Great  Britain,  there  are  certain  events  of  probable  occur- 
rence which  are  so  important  as  to  make  it  necessary,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  to  provide  for  such  contingencies.  That  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  independence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  would 
be  eminently  beneficial  to  Great  Britain  can  admit  of  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  impartial  observer. 

-  To  substitute  for  the  dangerous  rivalry  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  was  formerly  constituted,  the  friendly  commercial  and  political  rela- 
tions which  would  subsist  between  the  Confederate  States  and  Great 
Britain,  must  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  no  small  importance  by 
the  Government  of  the  latter  country. 

That  both  Great  Britain  and  France  have  not  only  an  interest 
in  breaking  up  the  present  blockade,  of  the  coast  of  the  Confederate 
States,  but  also  the  means  of  doing  so  when  they  desire  it,  is  perfectly 
manifest.  It  will  not  be  surprising,  therefore,  if  they  should  en- 
deavor to  effect  that  end  by  an  armed  intervention  in  American  af- 
fairs. Whilst  the  President  does  not  seek  such  an  interference  there 
are  certain  conditions  upon  which  he  would  not  deprecate  it. 

It  is  because  no  intervention  would  avail  which  disregarded  these 
conditions  (which  will  be  hereafter  explained)  that  I  am  instructed 
by  the  President  to  inform  you  of  his  views  in  relation  to  such  a 
contingency  if  it  should  happen. 

No  treaty  of  peace  can  be  accepted  which  does  not  secure  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Confederate  States,  including  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  the  States  south  of  them,  and  the 
Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona. 

The  union  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri  with 
the  'Southern  Confederacy  might  be  contingent  upon  a  fair  vote  of 
the  citizens  of  those  States,  to  be  uninfluenced  by  force  or  the  pres- 
ence of  the  troops  either  of  the  Confederate  or  of  the  United  States. 
In  Virginia  a  fair  vote  has  been  already  taken  and  the  decision  has 
been  made  by  &  large  majority  of  her  people.  There  are  great  in- 
ducements to  such  an  arrangement  on  the  part  of  those  powers.  It 
must  be  a  matter  of  the  deepest  interest  to  Great  Britain  not  only  to 
increase  and  cheapen  the  supply  of  cotton  and  sugar  but  also  to 
enlarge  the  market  and  multiply  the  productions,  in  which  and  for 
which  she  can  exchange  her  manufactures  upon  convenient  and  easy 
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terms..  For  this  purpose  the  Southern  Confederacy  ought  to  be  so 
constituted  as  to  enable  the  States  growing  cotton  audi  sugar  to  de- 
vote their  labor  almost  exclusively  to  these  objects  and;  to  draw  their 
provisions  from  other  States,  better  suited  te  the  production  off  such 
supplies.  The  union  off  North  Carolina,,  Virginia,,  Maryland,.  Ken- 
tucky, and  Missouri  with  the  cotton-growing  States  south  of  them 
is  essential  to.;  constitute  such  a  confederacy.  By  such  a  union  wo 
should  enlarge  the  area  in  which  agriculture  would  be  the  principal 
employment,  and  increase  greatly  the  number  of  customers  who 
would  desire  to  purchase  British  manufactures  at  as  low  a  rate  of 
duty  as  would  be  consistent  with  their  revenue  wants.  The  value  of 
that  market  would  be'  enhanced,  too,  from  the  fact  that  it  would 
then  include  in  the  circle  of  its  exchanges  not  only  cotton,  sugar,  and 
rice,  but  tobacco-,  naval  stores,*  timber,  and  provisions,  the  articles 
most  sought  after  by-  Great  Britain  in  her  foreign  trade..  Saeh  a 
confederacy  would  be  independent  of  its  Northern  neighbors  in  all 
respects.  Its  people-  would  find  within  themselves  the  means  of  sap- 
plying  all  their  wants  except  those  of  manufactures  and  of  trans- 
portation by  sea,,  which  they  would  seek  abroad  and  for  the  mosi 
part  probably  from  Great  Britain  herself.  Such  a  conf ederacy,.  to®, 
would  be  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  to  protect  its  own  independ- 
ence and  interests,  against  all  assault  from  its  neighbors.  But  if- 
Marylandir  Kentucky,  and  Missouri  should  be  united  to  the  Northern 
Confederacy,.  aM  hope  off  a  balance  of  power  between  the  two,  would 
be  gone,,  and  the  Confederate  'States  would  be.  in  constant  danger'  of 
aggression  from  its  Northern  neighbor.  A  temptation  would  thus  be 
held  out  to  the  formation  off  a  party  for  a  reconstruction  of  the 
old  political  union  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  peaee,  but  to  secure 
the  trade  of  the  border  slave  States  which  is  so,  advantageous  if  not 
indispensable  to  them.. 

At  least  they  would  probably  seek  to  restore  the  old  connection  in 
trade  by  means  of  treaties  which  might  favor  their  Northern  neigh- 
bors beyond  all  other  foreign  nations.  Such  an  arrangement  off 
boundaries  would  either  lead  to  this  state  of  tilings  or  else  to  frequent 
wars,  and  the  intervening  parties  would  find  that  they  had  given  not 
a  peace  but  a  hollow  truee-.  This  state  of  things  would  prove  a  con- 
stant source  of  expense,  trouble,  and  turmoil  to  all  concerned.  The 
simple  and  natural  plan  of  uniting  all  the  slaw-holding  States  would 
avoid  these  difficulties.  Although  nominally  inferior  to  the  United 
States,  it  is:  easy  to  see  from  their  position  on  the  map-  and  a  compari- 
son of  their  resources  that  there  would  be-  no  uneven  balance  between 
them  Thus  constituted,,  the  Southern  Confederacy  would  furnish 
probably  the  most  attractive  of  all  markets  to  Great  Britain.  There 
is  no  other  country  where  customers  so  numerous  and  rich  would  in- 
vite their  commerce  upon  terms  so  easy  and  convenient.  If  this  trade 
is  likely  to  be  so  valuable  to  her-,  then  it  is  her  interest  to,  increase  it 
as  much  as  possible  and,  to  enlarge  the  area  from  which  she  draws 
tribute. 

.3n.thi^eo^ctio31  ^  B^y  be  proper  to  show  the  immense  impor- 

new 


tance  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  Confederate  States.    In  the 


*«lni^e..fSPa,tCh  ^'JP-  8U,toH*  tbe  followins,  after  the  word  "  stores,"  was 
inserted :      Inexhaustible  supplies  of  iron,  coal,  and  coal  oil." 
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Confederacy  by  means  of  railroad  and  water  lines  its  streams  of 
commerce  will  flow  from  sources  far  west  of  the  Mississippi  and 
range  in  their  northern  and  southern  boundaries  from  St.  Louis  to 
New  Orleans.  By  the  concentration  of  so  much  commerce  at  such  a 
point  the  European  shipping  is  saved  the  tedious  and  sometimes  dan- 
gerous circumnavigation  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  coast  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico. 

In  looking  to  the  value  of  the  trade  of  this  Confederacy  it  is  not  to 
be  forgotten  that  if  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  shores  of  the  North 
American  Continent  are  ever  united  by  railroad,  its  line  will  most 
probably  run  within  its  limits. 

It  is,  perhaps,  hazarding  not  too  much  to  say  that  when  the  union 
of  all  the  slave-holding  States,  save  Delaware,  is  once  established,  its 
commercial  and  industrial  development  will  be  unparalleled  in  the 
past. 

Its  vast  area  of  arable  land ;  its  diversity  of  soil,  climate,  and  pro- 
ductions ;  its  system  of  rivers  and  railroads  fitted  at  all  seasons  for 
the  uses  of  transportation ;  its  labors  unaffected  by  climate,  vigorous 
and  busy  through  the  year ;  its  mountain  chain  stored  with  mineral 
wealth,  and  giving  birth  to  rivers  which  are  so  disposed  as  with  a 
little  artificial  assistance  to  distribute  that  wealth  north  and  south, 
east  and  west  throughout  the  entire  area  of  the  Confederacy,  are  ele- 
ments of  prosperity  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  same  profusion 
or  in  such  close  combination  anywhere  else  on  the  earth. 

Such  is  the  trade  which  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
will  offer  to  the  rest  of  the  world  upon  terms  of  almost  perfect 
freedom. 

The  political  interests  of  Great  Britain  in  this  question  are  as 
strong  as  the  commercial.  It  must  be  advantageous  to  her  to  es-' 
tablish  firmly  a  Confederacy  whose  interests  will  not  be  adversary 
but  auxiliary  to  her  own.  To  do  this,  however,  the  new  Confederacy 
must  be  strong  enough  to  counterbalance  its  neighbor  and  must  in- 
clude homogeneous  materials.  A  union  of  all  the  slave-holding 
States,  save  Delaware,  is  necessary  for  this  purpose.  Without  such 
a  union  constant  war  must  arise  from  the  effort  of  those  States  to 
get  together  again.  There  is  no  other  road  to  a  solid  and  perma- 
nent peace  which  the  highest  interests  of  mankind  would  seem  to 
demand.  If  the  time  should  arrive  when  you  think  it  probable  that 
an  intervention  may  be  offered  by  Great  Britain  you  will  then  im- 
press these  views  upon  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government.  But 
at  the  same  time  you  will  declare  that  we  seek  no  such  intervention ; 
but,  if  about  to  be  offered,  we  deem  it  to  be  our  duty  to  state  the 
conditions  upon  which  alone  it  can  be  available. 

You  will  also  take  care  to  explain  that  we  do  not  doubt  our 
ability  to  achieve  our  own  independence  and  to  free  our  soil,  from 
the  invader's  tread.  We  may  require  time  and  sacrifices.  It  may 
cost  us  blood  and  money  to  do  it ;  but  confiding  in  the  aid  of  Provi- 
dence we  do  not  doubt  our  power  to  accomplish  the  task,  nor  will 
we  cease  from  the  work  until  it  is  completed.  But,  if  in  the  mean- 
time, through  the  intervention  of  others,  peace  should  be  offered 
to  us  upon  honorable  terms  we  will  accept  it.  We  wage  no  war  of 
conquest.  We  do  not  seek  to  take  from  any  man  anything  that  is 
his.     We  are  fighting  for  our  soil,  our  freedom,  our  right  of  self- 
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government.     Give  us  these  upon  terms  which  involve  no  abandon- 
ment of  oiir  brethren  and  we  shall  sheathe  the  sword,  asking  nothing 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth  but  peace,  good-will,  and  equality. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  etc. 
Same,  M.  M.  numbered  3,  to  Hon.  John  Slidell,  commissioner,  etc. 
In  the  dispatch  to  Mr.  Mason  the  following  was  added: 
P.  S. — I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  the  statement,  under  oath  of 
J.  W.  Zacharie,  a  merchant  of  New  Orleans,  relative  to  the  outrage 
perpetrated  on  him  while  on  board  the  British  vessel  Eugenie  Smith, 
and  a  copy  of  the  papers  furnished  this  Department  in  the  case  of 
the  British  ship  York. 


No.  1.]  Paris,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  This  is  the  first  official  letter  which  I  have  had  occasion  to 
address  to  you.  I  wrote  you  a  private  note  from  Havana  giving 
details  of  an  interview  with  the  captain-general  of  Cuba,  of  con- 
versations with  the  English  and  French  consuls,  and  of  the  evidences 
of  almost  universal  sympathy  with  our  cause,  among  the  people 
of  the  island, :  as  well  European  Spaniards  as  Creoles.  Wherever 
I  -have  since  been  I  have  found  the  same  feeling  to  exist  among 
people  of  all  nations.  I  have  scarcely  conversed  with  any  foreigner 
who  has  not  expressed  a  decided  partiality  for  our  cause  and  a 
degree  of  prejudice,  amounting  to  bitterness,  against  our  Northern 
foes.  This  uniform  current  of  public  opinion  among  the  intelligent 
classes,  of  all  nationalities,  can  not  fail  to  exercise  a  salutary  in- 
fluence on  their  respective  Governments,  and  stimulate  them  to 
earlier  favorable  action  than  they  would  be  disposed  to  adopt,  if 
the  tendency  and  force  of  that  opinion  were  more  doubtful.  It  is 
true  that  you  often  hear  expressed  the  regret  that  slavery  exists 
amongst  us,  and  the  suggestion  of  a  hope  that  some  steps  may  be 
taken  for  its  ultimate  but  gradual  extinction,  but,  so  far  as  my 
experience  extends,  this  is  never  done  in  any  offensive  way,  and  the 
conversation  is  easily  diverted  to  other  and  more  agreeable  topics. 
I  make  it  a  rule  to  enter  into  no  discussion  on  the  subject,  for  many 
of  our  best  friends,  who  heartily  advocate  our  cause,  have  theo- 
retical views  on  the  subject  which  in  general  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
combat.  I  should  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  sentiment  against 
slavery  in  the  abstract  is  quite  as  widespread  in  France  as  it  is  in 
England,  but  that  there  is  no  considerable  class  of  people  here, 
who  consider  that  its  existence  with  us  should  control,  or  even 
modify,  the  policy  of  the  nation  in  its  relations  with  our  Confeder- 
acy. I  believe  that  the  Emperor,  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  and  the 
higher  functionaries  of  his  Government  generally,  are  quite  indif- 
ferent on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  that  the  opposition  to  us 
professedly  based  on  it,  which  is  manifested  by  the  so-called  liberal 
journals,  and  those  in  the  interest  of  the  Orleans  family  is  more 
dictated  by  a  sentiment  of  opposition  to  the  Emperor  than  by  any 
decided  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  institution. 
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The  Republicans  and  Orleanists  feel  instinctively  that  the  Em- 
peror will  not  very  long  defer  recognition,  or  at  least  the  declaration 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade,  and  they  desire  to  be  in  a  position 
to  attack  his  policy  without  exposing  themselves  to  the  charge  of 
inconsistency. 

But  there  is  just  now  a  very  serious  obstacle  to  any  immediate 
consideration  of  our  case  in  the  great  financial  question  which 
almost  exclusively  engrosses  the  attention  of  this  Government.  It 
is  the  project  of  the  conversion  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
national  debt,  now  bearing  4£  per  cent  interest,  redeemable  at  pleas- 
ure, to  a  3  per  cent  permanent  stock,  the  two  avowed  objects  of  the 
conversion  (both  of  them  to  a  certain  extent  true)  are  the  unifica- 
tion of  the  debt,  reducing  the  whole  to  a  common  standard,  and  the 
saving  of  interest  which  it  will  effect,  but  the  chief  inducement 
really  is  to  raise  about  200,000,000  of  francs  by  the  differences  which 
the  holders  of  4£  per  cent  rentes  will  be  obliged  to  pay  to  effect 
the  conversion.  There  is  still  another  reason  which  delays,  I  believe, 
the  action  of  this  Government,  at  least  in  relation  to  the  blockade. 
England  is  thought  to  have  a  greater  and  more  pressing  interest 
in  the  question,  and,  as  a  man  of  note  has  said  to  me,  "  We  do  not 
choose  to  play  the  part  of  the  simple  cat  in  the  fable  of  La  Fon- 
taine and  draw  the  chestnuts  from  the  fire  for  the  benefit  of  Eng- 
land ;  she  must  take  the  initiative ;  we  will  promptly  follow  her  lead, 
and  we  know  that  she  can  not  much  longer  defer  the  action  which 
her  industrial  and  commercial  interests  so  imperatively  demand." 

I  arrived  here  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  although  I 
have  no  positive  results  to  communicate  I  still  think  that  my  time 
has  been  not  altogether  unprofitably  employed.  On  the  31st  Mr. 
Rost  informed  me  that  he  was  that  day  to  have  an  interview,  by  ap- 
pointment, with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
invited  me  to.  accompany  him,  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  present  myself  without  having  previously  received  the 
assent  of  the  minister.  Mr.  Rost,  on  reflection,  concurred  with  me 
in  that  opinion.  I  requested  him  to  say  that  I  desired  to  present  my 
respects  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  and  wished  to  do  it  in  the  mode  which 
would  be  most  acceptable  to  him. 

The  opportunity  of  making  this  suggestion  was  afforded  by  Mr. 
Thouvenel's  inquiry  of  Mr.  Rost  if  I  had  arrived  in  Paris.  The 
reply  of  the  minister  was  that  he  was  not  then  prepared  to  give  any 
definite  answer,  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  consult  the  Emperor  on 
the  subject,  but  that  if  I  would  address  him  a  note  requesting  an 
interview,  it  would  receive  his  attention. 

Accordingly,  on  the  3d  instant,  I  addressed  him  a  note  to  that 
effect,  of  which  I  give  you  a  copy  marked  "A."  On  the  same  day 
I  received  a  reply,  of  which  I  also  give  copy  marked  "  B,"  the  very 
great  promptness  of  the  reply  seemed  to  me  to  augur  favorably  of 
the  feelings  of  the  Government.  You  will  observe  that  my  note 
was  altogether  unofficial,  as  is  the  reply.  I  should  have  adopted  this 
course  even  if  I  had  not  seen  Mr.  Rost,  but  the  minister,  in  the  inter- 
view with  him  of  31st  ultimo,  had  taken  occasion  to  say  most  ex- 
plicitly, that  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States 
could  not  then  be  entertained,  nor  was  he  prepared  even  to  suggest 
the  lapse  of  time  or  any  circumstances  which  might  hereafter  render 
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it  a  subject  of  conference  with  their  agents  or  representatives,  but 
as  he  appeared  to  listen  with  interest  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Eost  on 
the  subject  of  the  blockade,  and  to  attach  considerable  importance 
to  a  list,  up  to  November  8,  of  the  vessels  entering  and  leaving 
Havana  and  other  ports  of  Cuba  from  and  for  ports  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  I  determined  in  my  interview  not  to  broach  the  sub- 
ject of  recognition,  except  to  express  my  acquiescence  for  the  present 
in  his  declaration  to  Mr.  Eost,  and  to  confine  myself  to  the  questions 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  and  the  destruction  of  the  channels 
of  Charleston  and  other  ports. 

I  have  also  had  interviews  by  appointment  with  Mr.  de  Persigny, 
minister  of  the  interior;  Mr.  Fould,  minister  of  finance;  and  Mr. 
Baroche,  president  of  the  council  of  State.  I  will  give  you  in  cipher 
the  substance  of  the  conversations  held  with  them,  as  this  dispatch 
may  fall  into  other  hands  than  those  to  which  it  is  destined.  The 
precaution  is  the  more  necessary,  as  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  it 
to  London,  and  do  not  know  how  far  I  can  confide  in  the  presence 
of  mind  and  discretion  of  the  person  who  may  be  charged  with  its 
transmission.  I  shall,  of  course,  recommond  its  destruction  in  the 
event  of  the  capture  of  the  bearer,  whoever  he  may  be.  The  un- 
certainty of  the  means  of  communication  must  plead  my  apology  for 
not  addressing  you  as  frequently  and  as  fully  as  I  would  do  under 
different  circumstances.  I  shall  only  write  when  I  may  have  some- 
thing important  to  say,  but  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  up  by  diligence 
in  other  ways  for  any  seeming  shortcomings  in  the  way  of  cor- 
respondence. 

There  are  only  two  points  to  which  I  woidd  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention,  first  the  great  importance  of  keeping  me  well  posted  as 
to  the  vessels  that  may  enter  or  depart  from  our  ports  in  contra  ven- 
tion  of  the  blockade.  Nothing  has  been  received  on  this  subject  from 
you  since  the  lists  furnished  with  your  instructions  of  23d  September 
last,  and  even  these  lists  do  not  extend  beyond  the  15th  to  the  31st 
August.  I  am  well  persuaded  that  the  raising  of  the  blockade  will 
precede  our  recognition,,  and  it  may  be  much  accelerated  or  re- 
tarded by  the  character  of  the  information  we  shall  receive  from  you 
on  the  subject. 

There  is  another  matter  which  has  been  much  pressed  on  Mr.  Eost, 
and  respecting  which  I  have  been  frequently  appealed  to.  even 
during  the  very  few  days  which  have  elapsed  since  my  arrival.  It 
is  the  necessity  of  enlisting  the  active  support  of  some  influential 
Paris  journal,  in  the  way  of  editorial  matter,  and  more  especially  for 
the  free  use  of  its  columns  for  the  dissemination  of  correct  informa- 
tion of  what  is  passing  among  us,  such  as  our  means  of  defense,  the 
relative- position  and  force  of  the  combatants,  results  of  battles  and 
skirmishes,  the  personal  superiority  of  our  troops,  and  above  all,  the 
utter  impossibility  of  reconstruction,  etc.  On  all  these  subjects'  the 
people  here  are  lamentably  ignorant,  or  rather,  misinformed,  for  all 
that  they  read  about  them  comes  from  Federal  sources,  as  very  few 
of  our  papers,  and  those  always  of  old  dates,  find  their  way  here. 
The  news  always  comes  to  us  from  New  York  and  Boston,  with  all 
the  fictions  and  exaggerations  for  which  the  Northern  press  has 
become  so  notorious,  but  the  refutations  and  corrections  lag  many 
weeks  behind,  when  the  subject  has  ceased  to  interest,  and  when 
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journals  not  devoted  to  our  cause  do  not  find  it  worth  while  to  copy 
them.  Many  of  our  best  and  most  judicious  friends  here  think  that 
we  have  already  suffered  greatly  in  public  opinion  from  this  cause, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  hereafter,  if  a  remedy  be  not  applied. 
Although  I  do  not  share  their  opinion  to  its  full  extent,  I  think  that 
a  few  thousand  dollars  would  have  been  well  expended  in  securing 
the  steady  advocacy  of  one  of  the  leading  journals.  Several  of  them 
are  perfectly  well  disposed  toward  us  already,  and  a  moderate  sum 
would  secure  the  active  support  of  one  of  them.  It  is  confidently 
asserted  and  generally  believed  that  the  Federal  Government  has 
expended  large  sums  to  influence  the  press  both  here  and  in  London. 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  making  a  suggestion  that  may  per- 
haps be  considered  as  savoring  of  supererogation.  It  is  quite  evident 
that  privateering  is  an  arm  which  can  no  longer  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  chief,  I  may  say  the  only,  object  of  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crews  of  privateers  is  prize  money.  So  long  as  our  own  coast  is 
blockaded,  and  our  prizes  are  not  admitted  into  any  neutral  port, 
there  can  be  no  inducement  to  fit  out  private  armed  vessels.  Why 
not,  then,  abandon  a  system  which  experience  has  demonstrated  to 
be  an  absolute  failure,  and  which  while  innocuous  to  our  foes,  is 
the  subject  of  bitter  commentary  by  our  enemies  and  warmly  depre- 
cated bj'  our  friends  in  Europe  ?  The  cruise  of  the  Sumter  has  shown 
what  efficient  services  may  be  rendered  by  small  national  vessels,  not 
looking  for  pecuniary  profit,  but  seeking  only  to  inflict  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  injury  on  the  enemy's  commerce.  If  20  or  30 
national  vessels  of  the  class  of  the  Sumter  had  been  sent  out  with 
such  instructions  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  Federal 
flag  would  now  be  rarely  seen  on  a  merchant  ship,  and  the  whole  of 
the  immense  carrying  trade  of  the  enemy  would  have  passed  into 
the  hands  of  neutrals.  It  is  not  too  late  to  pursue  that  policy,  but  I 
very  much  question  the  expendiency  of  that  mode  of  warfare,  if  it 
be  confined  to  one  or  two  cruisers.  On  a  large  scale  it  would  com- 
mand respect,  and  by  promoting  the  interests  of  the  maritime  nations 
of  Europe  would  naturally  excite  their  sympathies  in  our  favor,  but 
with  only  the  Sumter  afloat,  no  appreciable  effect  is  produced  on  the 
carrying  trade,  and  an  opportunity  is  afforded  for  a  great  deal  of 
hypocritical  declamation  about  the  wickedness  of  destroying  private 
property. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sodei.l. 

[Enclosures.] 
INote3  of  interviews  with  Messrs.   Thouvenel,   Persigny,  Baroche,   and   Tould.l 

Mr.  Thouvenel  received  me  very  courteously ;  he  spoke  of  my  cap- 
tivity, and  congratulated  me  on  my  release.  I  replied  that  I  felt 
very  grateful  for  the  prompt  intervention  of  his  Government  in  the 
matter ;  that  although  Mr.  Seward  had  said  that  the  release  of  the 
commissioners  had  been  decided  upon  before  the  receipt  of  his  dis- 
patch, Mr.  Mercier's  statement  created  a  conflict  of  veracity,  and  no 
one  could  doubt  to  whom  credit  should  be  given ;  that  I  believed  we 
should  have  been  ultimately  given  up  upon  the  demand  of  the  English 
Government  alone,  but  that  his  dispatch,  which  I  praised  for  its 
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lucidity  and  firmness,  had  unquestionably  precipitated  Seward's 
decision.  I  went  on  to  say,  that  for  myself,  however  irksome  or  per- 
haps dangerous  my  position  was,  I  should  have  preferred  that  our 
release  had  been  refused,  that  the  war  with  England,  probably  having 
France  for  her  ally,  could  not  have  lasted  three  months,  and  that  then 
everything  would  have  been  settled  to  our  satisfaction.  He  replied 
that  war  would  have  been  a  great  misfortune  which  France  and  Eng- 
land greatly  deprecated.  Finding  him  not  disposed  to  open  a  new 
subject  of  conversation,  I  said  that  Mr.  Rost  had  informed  me  of 
what  had  passed  at  his  late  interview;  that  inasmuch  as  he  had 
declared  that  his  Government  would  not  consider  at  present  the 
question  of  recognition,  I  would  pass  it  over  with  the  simple  remark, 
that  my  position  here  as  an  unrecognized  minister  was  a  very  em- 
barrassing one,  that  I  had  anticipated  much  gratification  and  instruc- 
tion from  the  opportunities  of  association  with  the  distinguished  men 
of  the  day,  which  an  official  position  could  have  afforded,  but  in  that 
respect  my  condition  was  worse  than  that  of  any  private  gentleman 
of  good  education  and  standing  in  his  own  country,  but  that  I  espe- 
cially regretted  that  it  would  prevent  my  expressing  personally  to  the 
Emperor  the  grateful  thanks  of  my  wife  and  children  for  his  potent 
and  timely  intervention,  that  I,  however,  was  prepared  to  make  the 
most  perfect  abnegation  of  my  own  personal  feelings  in  the  matter, 
that  I  should  not  refer  to  the  subject  of  recognition  until  I  had  reason 
to  believe  that  the  French  Government  were  better  prepared  to  enter- 
tain it,  and  would  confine  myself  to  giving  him  such  information  as 
he  might  desire  to  have  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  the  Confederacy, 
the  question  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade,  the  advantages  that 
would  result  to  French  industry  from  its  being  raised,  the  destruction 
of  our  harbors,  etc. 

He  expressed  a  wish  to  hear  me  on  these  points,  on  which  I  des- 
canted somewhat  at  length,  but  it  would  be  tedious  and  useless  to 
repeat  what  I  said.  The  minister,  indeed,  was  determined  to  say  as 
little  as  possible  himself,  but  was  not  unwilling  to  hear  me.  He 
asked  me,  if  so  many  vessels  had  broken  the  blockade,  how  it  was 
that  so  little  cotton  had  reached  neutral  ports.  I  told  him  that  they 
were  generally  of  small  burden,  and  that  spirits  and  turpentine  of- 
fered greater  profits  than  an  equal  volume  of  cotton.  That,  although 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  vessels  that  attempted  to  run  the 
blockade,  either  from  or  to  our  ports,  had  succeeded  in  passing  the 
risk  of  capture  was  sufficiently  great  to  deter  those  who  had  not  an 
adventurous  spirit  from  attempting  it.  I  then  said  that  I  had 
what  I  thought  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  taken  steps  to  elicit  from  France  and  other  European 
powers  their  opinions  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  and  the 
question  whether  the  destruction  of  harbors  was  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  of  international  law  and  the  usages  of  civilized  war- 
fare, and  that  responses  had  been  received  from  most  of  them  de- 
claring the  blockade  inefficient  and  the  destruction  of  ports  in  con- 
travention of  all  principles  of  international  law  and  in  violation 
of  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  and  that  if  the  question  were 
not  indiscreet,  I  should  like  to  know  whether  my  information  was 
correct.  1  was  both  surprised  and  disappointed  when  he  replied 
categorically  and  unqualifiedly  that  no  communication  of  the  sort 
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had  been  received  by  France  from  the  British  Government,  and  that 
if  it  had  been  made  to  other  powers  he  could  scarcely  have  failed 
to  know  it,  but  that  he  had  not  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
could  not,  of  course,  at  the  time  refuse  implicit  credence  to  so  positive 
an  assertion,  but  I  have  since  been  inclined,  not  so  much  from  what 
has  been  said,  as  from  the  manner  in  which  other  persons  in  power, 
to  whom  I  have  mentioned  what  Mr.  Thouvenel  said,  have  received 
it,  to  modify  my  opinion.  At  all  events,  neither  of  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  I  have  mentioned,  have  confirmed  what  Mr.  Thouvenel 
asserted,  but  have  seemed  rather  surprised  at  my  statement.  Find- 
ing Mr.  Thouvenel  very  decidedly  reticent  and  evidently  unwilling 
to  say  anything  which  could  possibly  commit  himself  or  his  Govern- 
ment, I  took  my  leave  of  him  without  waiting  for  any  intimation 
that  the  interview  had  been  sufficiently  prolonged. 

I  have  had  two  interviews  with  Mr.  Persigny,  both  of  the  most  cor- 
dial and  satisfactory  character.  He  is  with  us  heart  and  soul ;  he  said 
that  our  cause  was  ]ust,  and  that  every  dictate  of  humanity,  the  well- 
established  principles  of  international  law,  and  the  true  policy  of 
France  all  called  for  our  recognition  and  the  declaration  of  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  blockade.  He  said  that  the  Emperor  entertained  this 
opinion,  but  that  he  desired  England  to  take  the  initiative.  He  said 
that  Mr.  Thouvenel's  reserve  and  apparent  coldness  were  habitual, 
arising  partly  from  temperament  and  his  diplomatic  education,  but 
still  more  from  the  restraints  which  his  official  position  imposed. 
Mr.  P.  has  invited  me  to  call  upon  him  frequently  and  has  directed 
his  huissier  to  admit  me  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Baroche  was  equally  cordial  and  spoke  very  ireely.  He  is 
most  decidedly  favorable  to  our  cause,  and  will  exercise  his  influence, 
which  is  said  to  be  great  with  the  Emperor,  to  hasten  our  recog- 
nition. 

With  Mr.  Fould  my  interview  was  short  in  consequence  of  his  time 
and  thoughts  being  so  much  engrossed  by  his  great  financial  scheme ; 
he  also  was  very  cordial,  and  I  know  from  one  who  is  fully  in  his  con- 
fidence that  his  sympathies  are  decidedly  with  our  Confederacy.  I 
omitted  in  my  note  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  say  that 
he  recommended  me  to  be  patient  and  quiet.  From  what  I  have  since 
gathered  from  others,  it  may  be  fair  to  infer  that  he  meant  to  inti- 
mate that  such  a  course  would  be  favorably  appreciated. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

Paris,  Hotel  Du  Rhin,  Place  Vendome, 

February  3,  1862. 
Sir:  Mr.  Rost  informs  me  that  in  the  course  of  a  conversation 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Excellency  on  the  31st 
ultimo,  in  response  to  a  suggestion  made  at  my  request  that  I  de- 
sired to  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  my  respects  to  you,  and 
to  my  inquiry  made  by  him  when  and  how  I  should  address  you  for 
that  purpose,  you  intimated  that,  although  then  unprepared  to  give 
any  definite  reply,  a  written  communication  from  me  to  the  effect 
above  mentioned  would  receive  your  attention.  I  beg  leave,  then,  in 
compliance  with  your  intimation  to  Mr.  Rost,  to  say  that  I  shall  be 
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most  happy  to  have  the  honor  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  at  such  time 
and  place  as  vou  ma v  be  pleased  to  indicate. 

I  have  the 'honor  to  be,  with  most  distinguished  consideration, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

To  his  Excellency  M.  Thouvenel, 

Minister  of  Forciijn  Affairs,  etc. 

[Enclosmv  1'..  I 

February  6. 
Dear  Sir:  In  replv  to  the  letter  that  you  have  addressed  to  him, 
M.  Thouvenel  has  authorized  me  to  inform  you  that  you  will  find  him 
at  home  on  Friday  next,  February  7,  at  2  o'clock. 

Accept,  dear  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  regard, 

F.  Bei:themy. 
Hon.  John  Slideix,  etc.,  Paris. 


109  Piccadilly,  February  17,  1S62. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  herewith 
(by  permission)  returns  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  block- 
aded ports  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  the  respective 
dates  mentioned  to  which  they  refer. 

Your  lordship  will  observe  that  the  returns  from  the  ports  ot 
Charleston  and  Savannah  only  are  up  to  the  31st  of  October  last. 

From  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Pensacola,  and  Lavaca  to  the  dates 
given  in  August  and  from  Wilmington  to  the  10th  of  Septeml>er. 
*  Your  lordship  will  further  observe  that  in  the  list  from  New 
Orleans  a  large  number  were  inland  by  the  River  Mississippi,  and 
therefore  involved  no  question  of  a  breach  of  blockade. 

Wishing  to  be  perfectly  frank,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  also 
that  others  from  some  of  the  ports  may  have  been  quasi  inland, 
through  the  estuaries  and  sounds  along  the  coast.  I  state  as  an 
example  from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile,  where  the  route  may  or  may 
not  have  been  for  small  vessels  through  the  inland  sounds.  But  in 
regard  to  these  latter  I  do  not  see  why  the  obligations  of  a  blockade 
do  not  extend  as  fully  to  them  as  by  access  to  the  port  from  the 
open  sea. 

These  estuaries  or  sounds  are  accessible  by  inlets  from  the  sea,  and 
if  not  guarded,  the  ports  to  which  they  lead  may  be  reached   as 
successfully  by  seagoing  vessels  of  light  draft,  through  those  chan-  - 
nels,  as  by  a  direct  sea  route. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States  so  considered  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  the  inland  sea  communication  between  New  Orleans 
and  Mobile,  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  perhaps  other  places,  is 
claimed  to  be  blockaded  by  naval  forces  of  that  Government. 

The  transcripts  herewith  were  those  furnished  to  me  by  my  Gov- 
ernment, to  be  communicated  to  your  lordship.  Although  purport- 
ing to  be  copies  of  the  original  returns,  they  were  copies  made  at  the 
proper  department  at  Richmond  from  those  returns,  and  are  there- 
fore authentic. 

I  ask  permission  also  to  send  herewith  a  printed  list  of  vessels 
entered  and  cleared  at  ports  in  Cuba  from  and  to  the  blockaded 
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ports  of  the  Confederate  States.  These  for  the  most  part  enu- 
merated in  September,  and  all  for  the  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember, are  of  course  not  included  in  the  transcripts  from  my  Gov- 
ernment. 

This  paper  was  sent  to  me  from  Havana,  and  was  taken  from  offi- 
cial documents  there  by  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  and  integrity 
well  known  to  me,  and  worthy  of  entire  reliance.  The  marginal 
notes  are,  of  course,  unofficial.  The  fact  (assumed)  of  the  arrival 
of  the  vessels  cleared  (at  their  ports  of  destination)  was  matter  of 
notoriety  from  the  almost  daily  intercourse  between  Havana  and 
those  ports. 

I  have  no  official  returns  from  my  Government  for  the  months  of 
November,  December,  and  January,  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  fact 
that  until  very  recently  it  could  not  be  known  when  I  might  reach 
London.  But  as  your  lordship  is  doubtless  aware,  breaches  of  the 
blockade  at  most,  if  not  all,  of  those  ports,  by  vessels  of  large  as  well 
as  of  small  tonnage,  both  inward  and  outward  bound,  have  been 
during  the  last  three  months,  and  yet  are,  constantly  reported. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

The  Right  Honorable  Earl  Russetx. 


Lord  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Mason,  and  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  letter  of  the  17th  instant, 
enclosing  returns  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  blockaded 
ports  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Foreign  Office,  February  20, 1802. 


No.  4.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  My  last  dispatches,  Nos.  2  and  3,  both  dated  on  the  7th  of  this 
month,  went  by  a  steamer  intended  to  attempt  the  blockade.  This 
goes  by  an  opportunity  through  Mr.  Pringle,  of  South  Carolina,  who 
will  make  the  like  attempt  in  the  Bermuda.  If  time  admits,  I  will 
send  you  informal  duplicates  with  this  of  my  Nos.  2  and  3. 

In  my  No.  2  I  told  you  that  I  had  addressed  a  note  on  that  day  to 
Earl  Russell  asking  an  interview,  and  on  the  same  day  received  his 
reply  saying  that  he  would  receive  me  on  Monday  the  10th  instant 
unofficially  at  his  residence  at  11  a.  m.  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of 
those  notes. 

I  am  now  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  interview.  Earl  Russell 
received  me  in  a  civil  and  kind  manner  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
I  had  not  suffered  on  the  protracted  voyage  and  its  incidents.  I  had 
been  told  on  all  hands  that  his  usual  manner  was  cold  and  repulsive, 
not  likely  to  be  improved  I  thought,  by  the  character  of  our  inter- 
view, yet  I  did  not  find  it  so. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  brought  with  me  my  credentials  as  special 
commissioner  to  England,  which,  if  he  desired,  I  would  read  to 
him.  He  said  that  was  unnecessary,  our  relations  being  unofficial. 
After  some  introductory  conversation  as  to  the  general  objects  of 
my  mission  I  told  him  that  with  his  permission  I  would  read  to  him 
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portions  of  the  instructions  from  my  Government  to  me,  not  in  their 
form  of  instructions  but  as  embodying  the  views  which  my  Govern- 
ment desired  to  be  laid  before  his,  and  I  read  to  him  accordingly 
those  portions  of  that  paper  relating  to  recognition  and  the  blockade. 
So  much  as  related  to  the  question  of  cotton  supply  and  its  impor- 
tance to  this  country  I  thought  it  best  to  omit,  as  I  had  reasons  to 
believe  from  very  intelligent  sources  that  it  might  be  considered 
obtrusive,  having  been  urged  until  England  had  become  a  little 
sensitive.  He  listened  with  apparent  patience  and  attention,  making 
no  remark  as  I  went  on.  I  then  resumed  the  conversation,  stating 
that  although  recognition  was  certainly  desirable  and  we  thought 
fully  our  due,  yet  we  did  not  consider  it  the  matter  of  first  moment ; 
that  we  well  knew  our  strength  and  resources,  and  thus  that  recogni- 
tion was  but  a  question  of  time,  in  the  solution  of  which  perhaps 
other  Governments  might  soon  find  themselves  as  much  interested 
as  we  were.  What  I  chiefly  pressed  upon  him  and  what  I  assumed 
now  to  be  the  common  sentiment  of  Europe  was  that  in  no  possible 
contingency  would  the  Confederate  States  come  under  a  common 
Government  with  the  North;  that  none  could  doubt  we  had  ample 
resources  of  men  and  means  to  carry  on  the  war  so  long  as  the 
enemy  was  in  the  field  against  us  with  entire  unanimity  of  sentiment 
to  remain  as  we  then  were,  an  independent  people.  He  took  very 
little  part  in  the  conversation,  asking  only  but  one  or  two  questions — 
one  was  as  to  the  internal  condition  of  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  Ten- 
nessee, and  he  referred  also  to  the  alienation  of  northwestern  Vir- 
ginia. I  told  him  that  as  far  as  the  three  States  named  were  con- 
cerned they  were  now  members  of  the  Confederate  States;  that  we 
knew  a  very  large  majority  of  their  people  were  with  the  South,  and 
none  who  knew  the  actual  condition  of  things  doubted  that  they  would 
remain  so,  and  that  as  to  northwestern  Virginia  the  pretense  of  a 
separate  government  there  was  an  empty  pageant,  credited  only  by 
the  Government  at  Washington,  and  by  it  alone,  for  purposes  of 
delusion. 

On  the  whole  it  was  manifest  enough  that  his  personal  sympathies 
were  not  with  us,  and  his  policy  inaction.  Before  leaving  him  I 
told  him  that  I  had  received  a  dispatch  from  Richmond  containing 
an  explanation  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  detention  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  of  the  British  ships,  the  Napier 
and  Bruce,  which  explanations  I  was  instructed  to  give  if  they  were 
asked  for.  I  desired  only  to  inform  him  they  were  in  my  possession. 
I  had  risen  to  take  leave.  He  said  he  would  be  glad  to  hear  them 
and  asked  me  to  resume  my  seat.  I  read  him  that  dispatch.  He  re- 
marked that  the  detention  was  manifestly  from  military  considera- 
tions only  and  the  explanation  sufficient. 

On  taking  leave  I  said  to  him  that  I  was  aware,  from  the  pub- 
lished dispatches,  that  both  France  and  England  had  held  direct 
communication  with  the  Government  at  Richmond  in  matters  inter- 
esting to  them,  through  the  agency  of  their  consuls  at  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  and  that  I  referred  to  it  only  to  say  that  I  should  remain 
in  London  and  perhaps  might  be  the  medium  of  like  communication 
should  future  occasions  occur.  I  do  not  know  that  he  will  use  it 
but  should  he  do  so,  it  might  be  pressed  to  our  advantage.  His  only 
reply  was  he  hoped  I  might  find  my  residence  in  London  agreeable 
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I  should  add  that  during  the  interview  I  told  him  that  I  was  in 
possession  of  official  returns  of  the  number  of  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  at  the  Confederate  ports  since  the  blockade  was  declared,  and 
which,  if  permitted,  I  would  send  him.  He  said  he  would  be  glad 
to  have  them,  and  I  sent  them  to  him  accordingly.  They  contain, 
however,  returns  only  for  Charleston  and  Savannah  up  to  the  31st  of 
October ;  for  the  other  ports  only  to  August  and  September. 

Earl  Russell  seemed  utterly  disinclined  to  enter  into  conversation 
at  all  as  to  the  policy  of  his  Government  and  only  said,  in  substance, 
they  must  await  events. 

ho  step  has  yet  been  taken  in  Parliament  on  the  questions  interest- 
ing to  us.  The  Government  is  in  a  few  days  to  lay  before  it  what 
information  it  has  in  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade,  to  be 
confined,  I  presume,  to  reports  from  their  consuls  and  from  their 
squadron  on  our  coast. 

Mr.  Gregory,  on  whom  I  chiefly  rely  for  information  as  to  the 
probable  action  in  Parliament,  is  absent,  but  to  return  in  a  few  days. 
I  think  it  probable  when  the  papers  referred  to  are  sent  in  a  reso- 
lution protesting  against  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  may  be  offered, 
and  yet  there  is  manifestly  much  reluctance  to  make  an  issue  with 
the  Government  on  this  question.  On  the  whole,  I  should  think  there 
is  no  immediate  prospect  of  any  early  action  in  repudiating  the 
blockade. 

I  see  by  the  last  accounts  through  Northern  papers  the  Federal 
armies  are  beginning  to  move  in  the  West.     If  we  can  obtain  a  signal 
success  there  it  will  be  a  great  lever  by  which  to  operate  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — In  explanation  of  the  last  paragraph  of  my  note  to  Earl 
Russell,  I  should  add  that  Mr.  Gregory,  who  was  kind  enough  to 
make  a  preliminary  call,  told  me  the  interview  must  be  considered 
unofficial. 

J.  M.  M. 

[Enclosures.] 

Note  to  Earl  Russell  requesting  an  interview,  with  his  reply : 

Fenton's  Hotel, 
Saturday,  February  8,  1862. 
Mr.  Mason,  deputed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  as  special 
commissioner  to  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  inform  Earl  Russell  of  his  arrival  in  London. 

Mr.  Mason  is  instructed  by  his  Government  to  ask  that  Earl  Russell 
would  admit  him  to  the  honor  of  an  interview,  at  such  time  as  may 
be  convenient  to  his  Lordship. 

Mr.  Mason  is  aware  that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States 
being  not  yet  recognized  by  the  Government  of  her  Majesty,  the 
interview  he  ventures  to  ask  must,  of  course,  be  unofficial. 
The  Right  Honorable  Earl  Russell, 
Foreign  Office. 
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[Reply.] 

Earl  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Mason,  and  in  answer 
to  his  note  of  this  day,  will  be  happy  to  receive  Mr.  Mason  unofficially 
at  Lord  Russell's  house,  Xo.  37  Chesham  Place,  at  11  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning  the  10th  instant. 

Foreign  Office,  February  8,  1 802. 


Xo.  3.]  Confederate  States  Commercial,  Agency, 

London,  February  '23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  first  contribution  to  the 
English  press,  the  leading  editorial  in  yesterday's  issue  of  Lord 
Palmerston's  organ,  the  Morning  Post.  In  reading  it,  you  will 
make  due  allowances  for  the  necessity  under  which  I  felt  myself  of 
studiously  maintaining  an  English  point  of  view,  and  not  advancing 
too  far  beyond  recognized  public  opinion;  and  also  a  little  for  the 
timidity  of  a  first  step  on  untried  ground.  My  object  was  to  pre- 
sent that  the  inauguration  of  our  permanent  government  should  be 
passed  wholly  unnoticed  by  the  London  press  (which  otherwise 
would  have  been  the  case) ,  to  seize  that  occasion  for  a  brief  recital 
of  the  most  impressive  evidences  of  the  unanimity  of  our  resistance, 
and  especially  to  point  out  the  novelty  and  injustice  of  the  theory 
apparently  devised  for  our  special  case  and  unthinkingly  repeated 
by  many  friendly  to  us,  that  a  nation  must  be  able  to  defend  itself 
against  all  odds  before  it  has  a  right  to  call  itself  a  nation ;  in  other 
words,  my  object  was  to  forcibly  suggest  rather  than  positively 
assert  conclusions  in  our  favor.  That  I  have  succeeded  satisfactorily 
in  this  object  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  article  was  published 
without  any  material  alterations,  only  one  or  two  expressions  being 
somewhat  enfeebled. 

The  result  has  greatly  exceeded  my  expectations.  The  fact  that 
the  subject  was  not  alluded  to  by  any  other  journal  besides  the 
premier's  recognized  organ,  and  the  prominence  given  to  the  article, 
rendered  even  more  conspicuous  by  the  simultaneous  appearance  of 
another  editorial  on  American  affairs,  have  lent  it  a  significance 
which  it  certainly  did  not  derive  from  any  intrinsic  merit.  I  have 
already  learned  from  various  sources  that  it  has  produced  "a  deep 
impression"  in  the  clubs  which  are  the  principal  foci  of  public 
opinion  in  the  metropolis,  and  have  been  amused  by  having  my 
attention  called  to  it  as  unmistakably  an  emanation  from  Lord 
Palmerston. 

Although  this  success  is  due  to  an  accidental  combination  of 
fortunate  circumstances  which  I  could  not  have  concerted,  and  of 
which  I  was  not  fully  aware  even  while  taking  advantage  of  it,  it 
has  nevertheless  greatly  encouraged  me;  I  confess  that  the  nearer 
I  approached  the  scene  of  my  labors  the  more  the  difficulties  of  my 
position  loomed  up  before  me,  and  on  arriving  here  as  the  advocate 
of  our  case  through  the  most  fastidious  press  in  the  world,  a 
stranger  with  barely  a  few  friends  or  introductory  letters,  with  no 
extensive  political  or  literary  reputation  to  precede  me  and  smooth 
my  way.  I  felt  almost  disheartened.  Xow  the  most  formidable 
obstacles  are  overcome.     The  columns  of  the  journals  to  which  I 
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most  desired  access  are  open  to  me,  and  with  this  I  have  acquired  the 
secret  of  the  "  open  sesame  "  of  the  others  I  may  need.  I  shall  use 
the  privilege  moderately,  neglecting  no  opportunity  nor  seeking  to 
create  artificial  ones.  As  a  rule,  I  shall  abstain  from  newspaper 
controversies,  which  only  weary  and  prejudice  the  reading  public, 
and  shall  be  sparing  of  communications,  which  I  find  have  generally 
few  readers  and  carry  little  weight.  As  an  exceptional  case  I  am 
now  preparing,  at  Mr.  Mason's  suggestion,  a  review  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  Washington's  Birthday  by  the  Federal  sympathizers  here, 
and  especially  of  Mr.  Adams's  speech  on  that  occasion,  in  the  latter 
form.  As  the  first-class  English  journals  never  accept  an  editorial 
without  paying  for  it,  usually  a  fee  of  from  2  to  10  guineas,  I  adhere 
to  the  plan  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  orally, 
and  which  I  find  quite  feasible,  of  presenting  my  articles  to  pro- 
fessional "leader  writers,"  thus  conciliating  friendly  good  will 
where  otherwise  anno3dng  jealousies  might  arise. 

*****  * 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  2.]  Paris,  February  26, 1802. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  11th  instant;  that  dis- 
patch has  been  sent  in  duplicate  to  Mr.  Mason,  at  London,  who  has 
promised  to  place  the  original  and  copy  in  the  hands  of  discreet  per- . 
sons,  who  will  embark  on  good  steamers  for  ports  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  I  have  thus  reason  to  hope  that  my  dispatch  will  reach 
you. 

Nothing  has  since  occurred  to  change  the  opinions  I  then  expressed 
of  the  probable  course  of  action  of  the  French  Government  in  relation 
to  our  affairs.  Everything,  on  the  contrary,  that  I  have  since  heard 
but  serves  to  confirm  them.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  France  is 
prepared  not  only  to  declare  the  blockade  inefficient  under  the  fourth 
article  of  the  conference  of  Paris,  and  therefore  not  binding  on  neu- 
tral powers,  but  to  recognize  our  Government  provided  that  Great 
Britain  will  consent  to  act  simultaneously  with  her.  She  has,  I  feel 
well  assured,  made  this  declaration  to  the  British  ministry  and 
invited  cooperation.  Up  to  this  time  no  disposition  has  been  shown 
to  accept  the  invitation.  Earl  Russell  is  supposed  to  be  the  chief 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  such  arrangement,  but  Mr.  Mason  will,  of 
course,  keep  you  fully  informed  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  at 
London.  I  have  heard  from  what  I  consider  good  authority  that 
the  state  of  the  Queen's  health  is  so  alarming  that  Earl  Derby  has 
come  to  some  understanding  with  the  ministry  not  to  agitate  for  the 
present  any  subject  which  might  lead  to  exciting  or  irritating  dis- 
cussion. His  silence  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade,  if  not  susceptible 
of  this  interpretation,  would  certainly  be  a  most  unfavorable 
symptom. 

'  The  operation  of  the  conversion  of  the  44  per  cent  and  other  rentes, 
to  which  I  alluded  in  my  previous  dispatch,  still  continues  to  engross 
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the  attention  of  this  Government,  and  until  it  shall  have  terminated 
(as  it  will  on  the  6th  proximo)  our  affairs  must  rest  in  abeyance. 
Besides,  the  internal  condition  of  affairs  is  very  far  from  being  satis- 
factory. I  am  surprised  to  find  how  little  popular  the  Emperor  is  at 
Paris,  and  probably  throughout  France  among  the  higher  classes, 
although  the  army  is  said  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  him  and  he  has 
a  deep  hold  upon  the  attachment  of  the  very  numerous  class  of  small 
proprietors.  Among  the  papers  which  I  send  with  this  you  will 
find  a  letter  to  Count  Palikao  of  which  the  concluding  phrase  has 
given  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  Corps  Legislatif,  and  many  well- 
informed  persons  think  that  it  will  lead  to  the  dissolution  of  that 
body,  unless  it  shall  consent  to  pass  the  decree  to  which  the  Emperor 
refers.  I  fear  that  he  does  not  feel  strong  enough  to  take,  in  his 
foreign  policy,  any  important  step  that  may  not  meet  with  the  assent 
of  Great  Britain.  In  my  conversation  with  public  men  here  I  have 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  them  the  following  views: 

First.  The  Emperor  has  declared  that  his  policy  in  regard  to  the 
existing  conflict  between  the  Federal  and  Confederate  Governments 
is  that  of  strict  neutrality  and  nonintervention,  always  making, 
however,  the  reservation  of  the  rights  of  neutrals.  The  blockade 
is  not  efficient — the  proof  on  this  subject  already  adduced  ought  to  be 
satisfactory — but,  admitting  it  not  to  be  so,  the  fact  that  insurance  on 
goods  by  steamers  leaving  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
blockade  of  our  coast  can  be  effected  at  Lloyd's  against  all  risks  at  15 
per  cent  is  conclusive.  The  parties  to  the  conference  of  Paris  are 
morally  bound  to  vindicate  the  principles  of  neutral  rights  therein 
established,  not  only  by  protocols  but  by  acts,  by  submitting  to  the 
exercise  of  the  Federal  Government  of  a  right  repudiated  by  the 
fourth  article,  while  professing  neutrality  they  are  in  fact  playing 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  and  while  neutrals  in  name  are  the 
passive  instruments  by  which  they  inflict  upon  us  blows  much  more 
severe  than  any  which  their  boasted  armies  can  strike.  Of  them 
we  have  no  fear.  We  ask  from  the  neutral  powers  no  aid,  no  in- 
tervention;  we  feel  abundantly  able  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  but 
we  do  insist  that  they  should  assert  the  principle,  which  they  have 
publicly  announced  to  the  world,  that  for  their  own  honor  and 
their  own  interests  they  should  insist  upon  free  access  to  our  ports 
with  all  merchandise  not  contraband  of  war,  and  free  egress  with 
our  products  of  which  they  stand  so  much  in  need. 

Second.  That  the  interests  of  France  and  the  other  continental 
powers  on  the  question  of  the  blockade  are  not  identical  with  those 
of  England,  but  if  properly  considered  are  directly  antagonistic. 
She  is  now  and  will  be  for  many  years  the  greatest  naval  power  of 
the  world;  peace  between  her  and  France  will  not  be  eternal;  it 
may  cease  to  exist  at  a  moment  the  least  expected.  She  is  now  will- 
ing to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  Federal  blockade,  that  at  some 
future  and  perhaps  not  distant  day  she  may  by  royal  proclamation 
declare  the  entire  coast  of  France  blockaded,  prevent  all  neutral 
commerce  with  her  enemy,  and  appeal  to  the  silence  and  submission 
of  France  in  1862  to  her  tacit  interpretation  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  conference  of  Paris  as  a  sufficient  answer  to  any  protest 
against  her  action. 

Third.  English  statesmen  declare  that  whatever  may  be  the  de- 
gree of  temporary  privation  they  may  suffer  from  the  interruption 
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of  their  accustomed  supplies  of  cotton  they  will  be  more  than  amply 
compensated  in  the  future  by  being  released  from  their  dependence 
on  the  Southern  States;  that  if  the  war  be  protracted  the  culture 
in  India  of  the  great  staple  will  be  established  on  a  basis  so  broad 
and  stable  that  they  will  derive  thence  an  abundant  supply  for  all 
their  wants.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  prophecy  that  will  never  be  re- 
alized, but  if  the  English  believe  what  they  assert  with  so  much  con- 
fidence, then  France,  instead  of  depending  for  this  most  important 
material  on  a  country  upon  whose  friendship  and  sympathy  she 
may  always  rely,  will  find  herself  reduced  to  the  same  thraldom 
of  which  the  English  have  complained  in  our  case,  to  a  power  which 
whatever  may  be  its  present  attitude  and  its  present  professions, 
may  then  become  their  deadliest  enemy.  This  everyone  admits  to 
be  a  very  probable  event,  for  the  hereditary  hate  and  jealousy  of 
England  only  slumber  in  the  French  heart,  and  could  be  awakened 
in  all  its  old  intensity  by  the  slightest  provocation. 

I  send  you  herewith  copy  marked  "  A  "  of  a  letter  written  by  me  to 
Mr.  J.  Le  Cesne,  on  his  statement,  confirmed  by  other  persons,  that 
some  such  assurance  was  necessary  to  encourage  shipments  from 
French  ports  of  goods  by  steamers  that  would  be  chartered  for  the 
purpose  of  running  the  blockade.  I  considered  this  an  object  of  so 
much  importance  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  assume  the  moral  re- 
sponsibility (you  will  see  that  I  have  expressly  declined  to  write 
officially)  of  saying  that  I  did  not  doubt  that  persons  engaged  in 
such  enterprises  would  be  permitted  to  ship  cotton  in  return  to  an 
amount  equal  in  value  to  the  goods  by  them  shipped.  I  am  con- 
stantly asked  why,  if  the  blockade  be,  as  you  say  it  is,  inefficient,  is  it 
that  more  cotton  is  not  received  from  your  ports,  when  such  immense 
profits  can  be  realized  ?  My  answer  is  that  we  have  not  in  our  ports 
the  proper  vessels  to  run  the  blockade  with  cargoes  for  European 
ports,  that  many  small  vessels  sail  for  Cuba  and  other  West  Indian 
Islands,  but  that  they  are  generally  laden  with  turpentine  and  rice, 
which  yield  still  larger  profits  than  cotton.  I  consider  the  raising  of 
the  blockade,  as  not  only  more  important  to  us  than  recognition,  but 
much  more  likely  to  be  obtained  within  a  reasonable  time ;  and  two  or 
three  steamers  arriving  at  Havre  with  cotton  on  French  account, 
after  having  run  the  blockade,  would  go  further  to  convince  people 
here  of  its  inefficiency  than  all  the  certified  lists  from  our  custom- 
houses. 1  hope  that  my  course  in  this  matter  will  be  approved  and 
sanctioned  by  the  President. 

I  also  send  you  marked  "  B  "  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  some  tobacco, 
belonging  to  the  house  of  the  Rothschilds  of  Paris,  which  has  been 
sequestered  at  Richmond.  I  have  given  them  a  copy  which  they 
will  forward  through  the  French  minister  at  Washington. 

I  neglected  in  my  dispatch  of  11th  "instant  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  Nos.  1  and  2,  advising  of  the  brilliant  successes  of  Leesburg 
and  Belmont.  I  am  anxiously  expecting  some  intelligence  of  a  simi- 
lar character  from  our  forces  in  Virginia,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky. 
The  affairs  of  Somerset,  Fort  Henry,  and  Roanoke  Island  (the  latter 
yet  wanting  confirmation)  are  subjects  of  great  exultation  to  our 
enemies  here  and  produce  among  some  of  our  friends  corresponding 
depression,  a  feeling  which  I  do  not  share,  but  which  can  not  fail  to 
exercise  for  the  time  an  unfavorable  influence  on  public  opinion. 
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You  will  find  herewith  a  few  lines  in  cipher  marked  "  C,"  inas- 
much as  they  refer  to  persons  whose  names  I  would  not  wish  to  men- 
tion in  the  body  of  my  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Seidell. 

Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  ('.  S.  A. 

P.  S. — I  neglected  to  make  allusion  to  a  speech  of  Mr.  Billault,  one 
of  the  ministers  without  "  portefeuille  "  on  whom  devolves  the  task 
of  representing  the  Government  in  the  Chambers.  It  produced  on 
my  mind  a  disagreeable  impression,  but  it  is  not  correctly  reported 
in  the  English  papers  and  does  not  at  all  warrant  the  inference  that 
the  Emperor  has  decided  upon  recognizing  Federal  principles  of 
blockade  as  consistent  with  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 
I  send  you  herewith  the  London  version  and  the  authentic  report  that 
you  may  see  how  widely  they  differ. 

[Enclosure  A.) 

Paris,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  conversation  held  with  you  to-day  in  relation 
to  the  shipments  you  propose  to  make  to  ports  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  by  vessels  which  will  run  the  blockade,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  am  willing  to  take  responsibility  of 
assuring  persons  who  make  such  shipments  that  the  Government 
of  the  Confederate  States  will  permit  the  shipment  of  an  amount 
of  cotton  equal  in  value  to  that  of  the  property  shipped  by  you  and 
others  from  neutral  ports,  either  by  the  vessel  which  may  have  suc- 
ceeded in  running  the  blockade  or  by  such  others  as  they  may  elect 
for  that  purpose. 

Although  I  have  no  instructions  on  this  subject,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  Government  will  promptly  and  cordially  ratify  any  assur- 
ances which  I  may  give  to  shippers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 
Jttles  Le  Cesne,  Esq. 

[Enclosure  B.] 

Paris,  February  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Messrs.  de  Rothschild  have  now  in  Richmond  2,260  hogs- 
heads of  tobacco  purchased  for  their  account  prior  to  the  declaration 
of  the  blockade  of  the  waters  of  Virginia.  This  tobacco  has  been 
sequesteredby  our  Government  as  being  the  property  of  A.  Belmont 
&  Co.,  of  New  York,  alien  enemies,  by  whom,  under  order  from  the, 
Messrs.  de  Rothschild,  it  was  purchased  through  the  agency  of  Mr 
Jones  from  Richmond.  These  facts  as  I  am  informed  have  been 
presented  to  our  Government  by  the  French  consul  at  Richmond,  at 
the  instance  of  M.  Mercier,  the  minister  of  France  at  Washington 
it  would  seem  that  the  proof  of  propertv  produced  by  the  consul 
had  not  been  considered  entirely  satisfactory,  as  the  tobacco  by  the 
latest  advices  stdl  remained  under  sequestration 
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Under  these  circumstances  the  Messrs.  de  Rothschild  have  invited 
me  to  examine  their  books  and  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
matter.  1  have  examined  them,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  they  afford  complete  evidence  of  the  tobacco  having  been  pur- 
chased for  their  sole  account.  Orders  were  given  to  that  effect  to 
their  agents,  Belmont  &  Co.,  who  employed  Mr.  Jones  for  that  pur- 
pose. Mr.  Jones  was  reimbursed  for  the  sums  by  him  paid,  for  the 
tobacco  by  drafts  on  Belmont  &  Co.,  who  in  their  turn  were  credited 
in  account  with  Messrs.  de  Rothschild  for  their  drafts,  at  the  then 
current  rate  of  exchange.  It  would  seem  then  to  be  but  a  simple 
act  of  justice  at  once  to  place  Messrs.  de  Rothschild  in  possession  of 
their  property. 

They  have  made  another  suggestion  which  does  not  appear  capa- 
ble of  so  easj*  solution.  Thej'  think  that  having  purchased  the 
tobacco  before  the  declaration  of  the  blockade,  they  should  be  per- 
mitted to  ship  it,  if,  through  the  friendly  interposition  of  their 
minister  at  Washington,  they  can  obtain  permission  from  the  Fed- 
eral authorities  to  allow  it  to  pass  through  their  blockading  squad- 
ron. 

-My  answer  to  them  was  that  this  was  a  matter  involving  grave 
questions  of  public  policy,  which  I  would  not  pretend  to  appreciate 
and  could  not  therefore  venture  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the 
probability  of  such  permission  being  given. 

I  •  may  perhaps  be  excused  however  for  intimating  that  these 
gentlemen  have  it  in  their  power  to  exercise  a  very  decided  influence 
in  the  determination  of  the  question  of  recognition  and  blockade, 
and  that  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  not  unfriendly 
to  our  confederation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Slideli,. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  ('.  S.  A. 

(Enclosure  C] 

My  representations  have  induced  the  Rothschilds  to  give  orders 
for  the  purchase  of  25,000  bales  of  cotton.  I  hope  that  other  houses 
will  also  give  orders.  This  will  secure  a  strong  influence  in  favor 
of  raising  the  blockade.  Count  de  Morny  is  decidedly  favorable 
to  our  cause.  I  had  a  long  conversation  with  him,  very  similar  to 
that  with  Persigny,  Avhom  I  have  thrice  seen. 

[Enclosure  D. ] 

Genoa,  February  12,  1RG2. 
Honorable  Sir:  I  was  some  time  ago  informed  by  my  friends 
Messrs.  John  Rouhi  and  Bernard  Avegno,  of  New  Orleans,  that  this 
last  gentleman  personally  acquainted  with  the  High  Honorable  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  Davis,  pointed  my  name  at  him,  proposing  my  election 
to  the  respectable  charge  of  representing  the  Confederate  States  in 
Genoa,  in  the  quality  of  consul,  a  charge  that  T  am  confident  I  would 
accomplish  with  particular  care  and  loyalty,  and  to  the  full  satisfac- 
tion  of   vour   Government.     Without   any   further   communication 
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about  this  matter,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  these  lines, 
and  beg  your  kindness  to  favor  me  with  your  information,  if  you 
have  any,  on  the  subject. 

I  avail  myself  heartily  of  the  opportunity  of  putting  my  services 
entirely  to  your  disposition.  I  will  be  very  much  glad,  seeing  that 
you  will  find  occasions  to  take  profit  of  my  affairs.  I  hope  to  see 
very  soon  realized  my  votes  for  the  happiness  and  consolidation  of 
the  Southern  Confederacy.  General  opinion  was  here  a  little  de- 
ceived in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  but  at  present  the  cause  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  gained  much,  and  very  much  in  the 
opinion,  and  I  can  say  without  jactation  that  I  have  done  all  my 
best  in  order  to  carry  on  such  a  change,  and  am  disposed  to  continue 
the  work.  My  commercial  firm  has  large  transactions  with  the  South, 
and  you  can  have  informations  either  on  my  house  or  on  myself  at 
Messrs.  Trivulzi,  Hollander  &  Co.,  bankers,  in  Paris ;  Messrs.  Fould 
&  Co.,  bankers,  in  Paris;  Frederick  Huth  &  Co.,  bankers,  in  London. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  an  equal  letter  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Mason, 
London.  Hoping  that  my  offers  will  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  apologizing  for  the  trouble,  I  remain,  gentleman,  with  the 
highest  consideration. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obdient  servant, 

Gaetan  Cahella, 
Of  the  firm  of  Joseph  Cabella  c&  Co. 

Mr.  John  Slidell,  Paris. 

The  persons  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter  are  of  the  highest 
respectability. 

John  Slideuu 


No.  4.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  extracts  from  various  journals.  They 
call  for  none  but  general  comments  on  my  part,  and  my  reason  for 
sending  them  is  mainly  that  some  of  them  may  be  useful  for  republi- 
cation by  our  press.  So  used  they  will  probably  convey  a  more 
favorable  impression  of  the  state  of  public  opinion  here  than  I  can 
conscientiously  convey  in  a  confidential  communication  to  your  de- 
partment. It  is  true  that  we  have  many  friends  and  well  wishers 
here,  but  the  intercourse  of  a  Southerner  being  mostly  with  that 
class  he  is  liable  to  mistake  the  exception  for  the  ruie.  I  plead 
guilty  to  having  myself  not  been  wholly  exempt  from  that  error  on 
my  return  from  my  former  brief  visit  to  London.  The  thoughtful 
observation  of  a  month  convinces  me  that  most  of  us  here  have  been 
too  rapid  in  our  conclusions  and  too  sanguine  in  our  expectations 
as  regards  the  policy  of  Europe,  and  especially  England. 

Not,  indeed,  that  public  opinion  is  positively  hostile  to  us,  but  it 
is  cold  and  indifferent,  seeing  in  this  great  war  for  a  nation's  life 
only  a  vexatious  interruption  to  its  wonted  routine  of  thought  and 
pursuits.  Of  the  two  issues  of  the  contest  it  doubtless  prefers  the 
only  probable  one — that  which  ensures  the  permanent  disruption  of 
an  overgrown  rival  power — and  throws  wide  open  the  most  profitable 
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market  in  the  world.  But  this  preference  is  not  sufficiently  active 
to  come  to  our  aid;  to  overpower  the  unaccountable  I  am  almost 
tempted  to  say  the  cowardly  dread  of  war,  which  seems  to  have  been 
the  national  bugbear,  or  to  throw  into  the  background  even  for  a 
moment  that  repugnance  to  our  institutions,  which  is  really  what 
I  have  always  been  reluctant  to  believe  it,  a  part  of  the  national 
conscience,  and  therefore  an  honest  article  of  the  national  creed. 

It  follows  as  a  natural  consequence  that  parties  are  not,  as  I  had 
confidently  expected,  arrayed  on  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  "Ameri- 
can question,"  and  for  some  time  at  least,  whichever  side  either  of 
the  two  parties  were  to  take  would  ensure  its  crushing  defeat.  Lord 
Derby  well  understands  this  and  is  careful  not  to  commit  himself 
by  advancing  one  step  beyond  the  position  which  Lord  Palmerston 
is  supposed  to  hold.  Yet  there  are  but  two  men  of  weight  in  both 
houses  of  Parliament  who  are  our  declared  foes — Earl  Eussell,  who 
has  lately  made  himself  the  apologist  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
the  House- of  Lords,  and  Mr.  Bright  in  the  Commons,  who,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  represents  or  leads  no  party  but  himself. 

Contrary  to  every  calculation,  the  manufacturing  interest  affords 
little  if  any  reliable  support.  An  unusually  mild  winter  has  mitigated 
the  sufferings  of  the  operatives,  which  might  otherwise  have  become 
unendurable.  Successful  cotton  speculations  and  high  prices  for  a 
large  surplus  stock  of  goods  which  had  excited  apprehension  before 
the  American  war  broke  out,  have  made  the  blockade  a  cause  of  gain 
to  many  to  whom  it  was  supposed  to  be  certain  ruin.  Others  find 
consolation  for  their  losses  in  the  downfall  of  weaker  competitors, 
whose  rapid  multiplication  of  late  years  was  endangering  the  profits 
of  cotton  manufacture.  Vague  hopes,  also,  of  emancipation  from 
our  monopoly  of  productions  by  an  artificially  stimulated  supply 
from  India  delude  a  large  and  influential  class  and  render  it  blind  to 
its  true  interests. 

The  moral  considerations  which  would  induce  at  least  sympathy, 
if  not  aid,  to  be  extended  to  a  great  people  engaged  in  a  heroic 
struggle  for  all  the  rights  that  man  holds  most  sacred  and  dear,  are 
the  last  and  least  which  influence  this  nation  in  the  present  case. 
Conscious  as  I  am  that  my  pen  can  be  useful  to  our  cause  and  coun- 
try only  when  it  is  controlled  by  an  imperturbably  calm  temper  and 
from  what  might  be  termed  a  historic  point  of  view,  I  find  it  difficult 
at  times  to  restrain  the  expressions  of  pain  and  indignation  at  the 
gross,  callous,  undisguised  selfishness  and  almost  brutal  indifference 
with  which  the  great  spectacle  on  the  other  hemisphere  is  viewed  on 
this. 

I  have  told  you  the  worst.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  truly 
stated  that  if  we  have  gained  little,  the  enemy  have  gained  less.  If 
we  have  failed  to  persuade  this  nation  to  help  us,  he  has  still  more 
hopelessly  failed  in  persuading  them  of  his  ability  to  reconquer  us. 
Though  they  will  do  little  toward  it,  our  independence  and  our 
ability  to  maintain  it  arc  admitted  facts  which  have  but  few  skeptics 
among  the  intelligent  or,  indeed,  any  other  class.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  this  universal  conviction  that  the  desired  result 
will  be  effected  without  risk  or  cost  or  responsibility  to  them  does 
not  go  far  toward  producing  the  stolid  inaction  of  which  I  complain. 
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For  my  purpose  I  could  not  have  arrived  at  a  more  opportune  time, 
and  I  have  so  far  succeeded  beyond  my  expectations  and  perhaps 
yours.  Public  opinion  is  still  in  a  fusible  state  and  not  indisposed 
to  be  persuaded  into  the  direction  whither,  after  all,  the  instinct  of 
true  self-interest  points.  This  subject  is  still  in  a  great  measure  a 
new  one.  which  assumes  interest  in  proportion  as  it  is  beginning  to 
be  understood,  and  there  is  a  power  in  simple  truth  which  supplies 
gifts  of  rhetoric. 

Among  the  multitudes  of  pamphlets  on  either  side  with  which  the 
bookstalls  are  rife,  most  of  them  more  or  less  frothy  and  crude, 
there  has  arisen  a  really  good  and  permanently  valuable  book  which 
is  in  everybody's  hand.  It  is  Spence's  "'American  Union,"  now 
passed  through  its  fourth  large  edition,  which  compares  favorably 
in  acuteness  of  penetration  and  closeness  of  reasoning  with  De 
Toequeville's  "  Democracy,"  and  is  another  illustration  of  the  sin- 
gular fact  which  the  latter  work,  as  well  as  those  of  De  Saline  and 
Botta,  seem  to  place  beyond  a  doubt.  The  good  effects  of. this  book 
are  even' where  perceptible,  showing  the  soil  to  be  not  wholly  sterile 
for  the  healthy  seed,  and  proving  that  though  I  may  not  hope  to 
emulate  Spence,  I  have  yet  before  me  a  field  of  usefulness  worthy 
of  an  earnest  effort. 

In  my  last  dispatch  I  mentioned  Lord  Campbell's  name  as  that  of 
a  .most  useful  acquaintance.  This  peer,  one  of  our  most  zealous 
friends,  called  on  me — being  informed  by  a  literary  friend  of  mine 
that  I  was  the  latest  arrival  from  the  Confederacy — for  the  most 
recent  information  on  the  blockade.  I  could  not,  of  course,  give  him 
any  data  beyond  those  he  had  previously  received  from  Mr.  Mason ; 
but  at  his  request,  this  being  properly  within  the  province  of  my 
commission  and  also  my  private  instructions,  I  prepared  for  him, 
in  the  shape  of  a  letter  under  my  official  signature,  the  strongest 
argument  against  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  that  I  was  able  to 
base  upon  the  facts,  taking  care  to  anticipate,  so  far  as  possible,  the 
malignant  criticism  to  which  I  knew  it  would  be  subjected  on  its 
publication  by  Lord  Campbell.  If  so  published,  I  shall  inclose  a 
copy.  Lord  Campbell  has  since  made  me  several  protracted  visits. 
He  has  decided  to  make  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  favor  of 
our  recognition  and  has  engaged  me  to  write  for  him  the  points  of 
argument  which  I  most  desire  to  have  urged  in  that  body.  The 
opportunity  is  a  singularly  fortunate  one,  and  I  shall  devote  the 
next  1(1  days  and  all  the  powers  of  mind  I  can  concentrate  to  the 
attempt  of  profiting  by  it  to  the  extent  of  my  ability.  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  M.  T.  Hunter,  HeNRT  HoTZE- 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No-  5']  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  February  28, 1862. 

UUull  ^P  7th  thlS  a,duPiicate  .of  m7  No.  4.  I  send  also  papers 
tn  tl?/ll  i ,  a  Jfflment  n  few  days  since,  but  now  just  printed/touch- 
ing the  blockade;  and  on  a  separate  sheet  remarks  on  them,  part  in 
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cipher.  Also  duplicates  from  Mr.  Slidell,  letters  for  the  War  De- 
partment and  private  individuals,  with  numbers  of  The  Times.  As 
to  letters  for  private  persons,  I  find  numbers  here  from  our  country 
unable  to  communicate  with  home  on  matters  of  pressing  interest  to 
them ;  and  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  refuse  them  my  aid. 

A  telegram  from  Madrid  in  The  Times  of  the  26th  instant  said 
that  Captain  Semmes,  of  the  Sumter,  had  been  arrested  at  Tangier 
at  the  instance  of  the  American  consul  at  Gibraltar  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  U.  S.  ship  Tuscarora,  who  had  gone  there  for  that  pur- 
pose. At  latest  accounts,  the  Sumter  was  at  Gibraltar  and  the  Tus- 
carora at  Algeciras,  a  Spanish  port  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay. 
I  communicated  this  at  once  to  Mr.  Slidell,  and  have  his  reply  this 
morning  stating  that  he  had  no  further  information  than  by  the  tele- 
gram referred  to.  Not  being  confirmed  through  any  other  quarter. 
I  hope  it  is  untrue;  if  otherwise,  however,  Mr.  S.  and  I  will  endeavor 
in  some  way  to  interpose. 
I  am,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  I  learn  that  Mr.  Griffith,  M.  P., 
has  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  ask  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
if  information  has  been  received  that  the  captain  of  the  Sumter  has 
been  arrested  at  Tangier,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  supposed  that  any 
pressure  has  been  put  on  the  Moorish  Government.  I  learn  further 
from  correct  sources  that  the  motion  was  not  pressed,  on  private 
information  from  the  Government  that  measures  had  been  taken  by 
it  to  learn  the  truth  which  would  be  given  in  reply  to  the  question. 
Tims  it  is  certain  that  this  Government  has  taken  the  thing  in  hand. 

From  the  relations  between  England  and  Morocco,  arising  out  of 
the  late  loan,  none  doubt  that  a  word  from  the  foreign  office  would 
effect  their  release. 

I  learn  further  that  on  this  day  week  (6th  March)  an  enquiry  from 
the  conservative  party,  agreed  on,  to  the  Government  will  bring  up 
questions  on  the  doctrines  of  Earl  Russell's  letter.  I  feel  authorized 
to  say  further  that  the  Government  at  Washington  has  been  sounded 
on  the  question  whether  a  single  port  in  the  Confederate  States  could 
not  be  exempted  from  the  blockade  with  a  view  to  the  export  of 
cotton,  etc.  No  answer  yet  received.  I  give  you  the  foregoing  as 
matter  to  be  considered  at  Richmond,  but  of  course  not  to  go  in  public 
channels,  aw  otherwise  sources  open  to  me  here  might  be  cut  off. 

J.  M.  M. 

I  Enclosure.  I 

London,  February  28, 1S63. 
Sir:  You  will  observe  in  the  papers  laid  before  Parliament  (here- 
with) the  remarkable  letter  of  Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons,  of  so 
recent  date  as  the  15th  of  this  month.  It  is  of  course  to  be  taken 
as  Ihe  Government  exposition  of  the  law  of  blockade,  established 
by  the  Congress  at  Paris,  and  acceded  to  by  the  Confederate  States, 
at  the  request  of  the  English  and  French  Governments.  I  should 
read,  in  connection  with  it,  the  language  used  by  M.  Billault,  in 

the  French  Senate,  on  the  —  instant,  of  which  T  enclose  the 

report  of  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  London  Times.  Monsieur 
B.  it  is  said  is  the  admitted  exponent  in  the  senate  of  the  views  of 
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the  Emperor,  and  thus  spoke  by  authority.  In  this  connection  it 
would  seem  that  the  doctrines  of  Russell's  letter  had  been  previously 
agreed  on  between  the  two  Governments,  nor  could  it  well  be  other 
wise,  when  we  consider  the  entire  accord,  as  to  American  affairs, 
existing  between  them.  I  submit  it  to  you  as  the  event  of  latest 
interest. 

In  political  circles  it  is  thought  the  condition  of  the  Queen  has 
much  to  do  with  the  manifest  reluctance  of  the  ministry  to  run  any 
risk  of  war  by  interference  with  the  blockade.  It  is  said  that  she 
is  under  great  constitutional  depression  and  nervously  sensitive  to 
anything  that  looks  like  war.  Indeed  much  fear  is  entertained  as  to 
the  condition  of  her  health. 

I  yet  hope  an  issue  will  be  made  in  Parliament  on  the  doctrines 
of  Earl  Russell's  letter,  but  at  present  it  is  a  hope  only. 
I  am,  etc.. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  3.]  Parts,  March  JO,  1862. 

Sir:  I  refer  you  to  my  last  dispatch,  dated  26th  February,  copy 
of  which  will  accompany  this.  Since  then  we  have  the  details 'of 
the  capture  of  Roanoke  and  the  disastrous  affair  at  Fort  Donelson. 

I  need  not  say  how  unfavorable  an  influence  these  defeats,  follow- 
ing in  such  quick  succession,  have  produced  on  public  sentiment. 
If  not  soon  counterbalanced  by  some  decisive  success  of  our  arms, 
we  may  not  only  bid  adieu  to  all  hopes  of  seasonable  recognition,  but 
must  expect  that  the  declaration  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade, 
to  which  I  had  looked  forward  with  great  confidence  at  no  very 
distant  day,  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  the  1st  instant  I  addressed  two  notes  to  Count  Persigny,  copies 
of  which  I  annex,  marked  A  and  B,  the  latter,  as  you  will  perceive, 
intended  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Emperor. 

Count  Persigny  very  promptly  and  cheerfully  complied  with  my 
request.  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  my  note  was  favorably 
considered.  This,  with  representations  made  by  me  in  other  hi«»Ii 
quarters,  had  awakened  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  siib- 
ject  of  the  blockade,  and  a  serious  examination  of  the  question  in 
all  its  bearings  had  been  secured,  with  every  prospect  of  a  success- 
ful result.  I  am  not  yet  without  hope  that  such  may  be  the  case, 
but  much,  if  not  everything,  will  depend  on  the  character  of  the 
next  advices  from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

With  very  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slujell. 
Hon.  It.  M.  l .  H  enter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  C.  S.  A. 

[Cipher.] 

1  have  seen  Count  Walewski,  minister  of  state,  and  Mr  Rouher 
minister  of  commerce;  both  of  them  are  most  decidedly  favorable 
to  our  cause. 
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[Enclosure] 

Paris,  March  1,  J 802. 

Sir:  You  may  recollect  that  in  the  course  of  the  conversations 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you  on  the  subject  of  Amer- 
ican affairs.  I  called  your  attention  to  the  divergence  and  even  an- 
tagonism of  interests^  between  France  and  England  on  the  question 
of  blockade.  That  England  considering  herself  the  strongest  mari- 
time power  of  the  world,  naturally  desired  to  give  the  largest  lati- 
tude to  the  exercise  of  this  right.  That  she  would  therefore  com- 
placently regard  the  course  of  the  Federal  Government  in  declaring 
the  blockade  of  the  entire  coast  of  the  Confederate  States  from  the 
Chesapeake  to  the  Rio  Grande,  an  extent  of  more  than  2,500  miles, 
and  the  exclusion  of  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  from  its  very 
numerous  ports.  That  no  proof  adduced  of  the  insufficiency  of  this 
pretended  blockade  would  be  deemed  by  her  strong  enough  to  declare 
it  invalid.  That  she  would  hereafter  if  engaged  in  a  war  with  a 
maritime  power,  invoke  the  precedent  of  the  Federal  blockade 
and  her  own  acquiescence  under  circumstances  of  great  suffering  to 
her  commercial  and  industrial  interests,  as  fully  justifying  "her 
recourse  to  the  same  weapons. 

You  will  see  by  the  accompanying  printed  copy  of  a  letter  of  Earl 
Russell  to  Lord  Lyons  of  15  ultimo,  that  my  previsions  have  been 
fully  realized.  A  perusal  of  the  parliamentary  document  entitled 
"  Papers  relating  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  Confederate 
States  "  will  I  am  sure  satisfy  any  impartial  mind  that  the  blockade 
is  not  effective,  and  therefore  not  binding  on  neutral  powers,  either 
according  to  the  spirit  of  even  the  letter  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  of  16th  April,  1856.  The  article 
is  in  these  words :  "  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  ef- 
fective ;  that  is  to  say,  maintained  by  forces  sufficient  really  to  prevent 
access  to  the  coast  of  the  enemy."  On  reading  Earl  Russell's  letter 
you  will  find  that  by  his  interpretation,  it  is  only  necessary  that 
access  to  our  ports  should  be  dangerous;  however  many  vessels  may 
run  the  blockade  successfully,  if  there  be  danger  of  capture,  that  is 
sufficient  to  render  the  blockade  binding.  In  fact  Earl  Russell's 
theory,  if  accepted,  amounts  to  the  complete  resuscitation  of  the  old 
exploded  system  of  paper  blockades.  If  no  other  evidence  existed 
of  the  ineffectiveness  of  the  blockade  it  would  be  sufficient  to  state 
the  fact  which  I  am  prepared  to  establish,  if  proof  be  required,  that 
insurance  on  steamers  sailing  from  European  ports  for  Confederate 
ports,  with  the  intention  of  forcing  the  blockade,  can  be  effected 
against  all  risks  at  Lloyd's,  London,  for  15  per  cent. 

The  silence  of  neutral  powers  on  the  subject  of  this  extraordinary 
letter  of  Earl  Russell,  if  long  protracted,  might  be  not  unreasonably 
considered  as  a  tacit  acquiescence  in  the  correctness  of  the  principles 
which  it  announces,  nor  can  they  be  considered  to  be  ignorant  of 
it,  when  it  has  been  communicated  to  Parliament  by  order  of  her 
Majesty  and  printed  in  an  official  document. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  I  allude  to  Avith  great  diffi- 
dence. The  Emperor  has  declared  that  his  policy  in  regard  to  the 
existing  conflict  between  the  Federal  and  Confederate  Governments 
is  that  of  strict  nuetrality  and  nonintervention.     The  parties  to  the 
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conference  of  Paris  are  morally  bound  to  vindicate  the  principles 
therein  established  by  submitting  to  the  exercise  by  the  Federal 
Government  of  a  rigbt  in  derogation  of  the  fourth  article  while 
observing  neutrality  in  form,  they  are  in  fact  the  passive  instruments 
by  which  severer  blows  are  inflicted  by  our  enemies  than  any  which 
their  boasted  armies  can  strike.  Of  their  armies  we  have  no  fear. 
We  ask  from  the  neutral  powers  no  aid,  no  intervention,  we  feel  that 
on  land  we  are  abundantly  able  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  but  we  do 
expect  that  the  neutral  powers  will  assert  the  principles  which  they 
have  proclaimed,  and  that  for  their  own  interests,  they  will  insist 
upon  free  access  to  our  ports  with  all  merchandise,  not  contraband  of 
war,  and  free  egress  with  our  products  of  which  they  stand  so  much 
in  need. 

France  has  always  nobly  taken  the  lead  in  the  assertion  of  neutral 
rights,  and  the  Emperor  has,  on  every  occasion  of  his  glorious  his- 
tory, proved  how  highly  he  appreciates  the  responsibilities  of  en- 
forcing them,  which  his  exalted  position  imposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sudell. 

To  his  Excellency  Count  de  Persigny. 

[Enclosure.] 

Paris,  March  1,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  You  have  treated  me  with  so  much  cordiality  and 
kindness  on  the  several  occasions  that  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
receive  me,  and  have  so  kindly  invited  me  to  renew  my  calls,  that  I 
feel  the  more  scrupulous  of  trespassing  on  your  valuable  time  and 
grave  occupations. 

Permit  me  then  very  briefly  to  solicit  of  you  a  great  favor ;  it  is  to 
submit,  if  you  should  not  deem  it  indiscreet  so  to  do,  the  accompany- 
ing note  to  his  Imperial  Majesty.  I  hope  that  the  very  grave  im- 
portance of  the  subject  may  be  deemed  by  you  a  sufficient  reason  for 
granting  a  request  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  might  be  con- 
sidered unwarranted. 

I  have  purposely  made  my  note  very  concise,  only  stating  the  ques- 
tion without  venturing  to  advance  arguments,  which,  to  the  high 
intelligence  of  the  Emporer,  would  justly  appear  intrusive  and 
superfluous. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  consideration, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

t    i_-   t.      11  /•,  i    ^  John  Smdeia. 

lo  his  Excellency  Count  de  Persigny. 


No-  6-l  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  March  11, 1862. 
Sir:  The  recent  debate  in  the  two  houses  of  Parliament  on  the 
question  of  the  blockade,  clearly  demonstrates  that  no  step'  will  be 
taken  by  this  Government  to  interfere  with  it.  I  send  you  with  this, 
hies  of  the  London  Times,  in  continuation  of  those  sent  with  my 
■No.  5,  containing  the  debate  at  large  in  both  houses 
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It  came  on  last  niglit  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  is  reported  in  the 
Times  of  to-day.  \  ou  will  remark  in  Earl  Russell's  reply,  at  the 
close,  he  expresses  the  hope,  if  not  the  belief,  that  the  war  will  end  in 
three  months  and  looks  to  its  close  by  a  peaceable  separation  into  two 
States.  I  was  given  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  house,  and  some  two 
or  three  of  the  peers,  in  conversation  with  me,  construed  his  mean- 
ing to  be,  that  the  existing  separation  was  final;  and  such  I  have 
no  doubt  is  the  settled  conviction  of  the  public  mind  of  this  country ; 
still  the  ministry  is  sustained,  and  as  it  would  seem,  by  almost  all 
parties,  in  its  refusal  either  to  question  the  legality  of  the  blockade, 
or  to  recognize  our  independence.    Many  causes  concur  to  this  end. 

First,  the  pervading  disinclination  in  any  way  to  disturb  the 
mourning  of  the  Queen.  The  loyalty  of  the  English  people  to  their 
present  sovereign  is  strongly  mixed  up  with  an  affectionate  devo- 
tion to  her  person.  You  find  this  feeling  prevalent  in  all  circles  and 
classes. 

Then,  as  regards  the  question  of  cotton  supply,  which  we  had  sup- 
posed would  speedily  have  disturbed  the  level  of  their  neutral  policy. 
This  state  of  things  manifestly  exists.  The  constantly  increasing 
supply  of  cotton,  with  a  corresponding  demand  for  its  fabric,  for 
a  few  years  past,  it  would  seem,  has  so  stimulated  the  manufactories, 
that  the  blockade  found  the  markets  overstocked  with  fabrics,  and 
very  soon  the  price  of  the  fabric  bore  a  very  diminished  relative 
value  to  that  of  the  raw  material.  This  disproportionate  ratio  has 
since  continued;  the  price  of  the  fabric,  though  constantly  rising, 
still  not  keeping  pace  with  the  rise  in  the  raw  material,  it  would 
follow,  that  until  prices  approached  a  level,  it  would  not  be  the 
interest  of  the  manufacturer  to  cheapen  the  latter  until  the  stock  of 
the  former  on  hand  should  be  disposed  of.  Thus  it  is,  that  even  in 
Lancashire  and  other  manufacturing  districts,  no  open  demonstra- 
tion has  been  made  against  the  blockade. 

True,  that  more  than  one-third  of  the  mills  have  been  stopped,  and 
the  rest  working  only  on  half  time,  still  the  owners  find  it  to  their 
account  not  to  complain,  and  they  silence  the  working  classes  by 
sufficient  alms,  in  aid  of  parish  relief,  to  keep  them  from  actual 
starvation.  The  supply  of  cotton,  however,  is  now  very  low,  and 
the  factitious  state  of  things  above  referred  to  can  not  last  very  long. 

The  better  to  keep  the  public  mind  quiet,  too,  on  the  subject  of 
cotton  supply,  great  efforts  have  been  made,  as  you  are  aware,  to 
produce  the  belief  that  in  any  event  adequate  supplies  of  this  material 
will  be  insured  by  the  increase  of  its  culture  in  India ;  still,  I  do  not 
find  that  much  faith  is  given  to  such  promises  by  those  who  ought 
best  to  know. 

All  seem  to  agree  that  the  hope  either  of  reunion  or  reconstruction 
is  gone,  but  that  is  accompanied  by  the  idea,  strongly  confirmed  by 
our  recent  disasters  on  the  Cumberland  River,  that  the  South  will 
be  forced  to  yield  the  border  States — or  at  least  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Missouri,  and  Maryland — to  the  North;  and  that  the  Government  at 
Washington  will  lie  ready  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months  to 
agree  to  the  separation  on  these  terms,  looking  thus  to  a  speedy 
end  to  the  war,  they  are  the  more  disinclined  to  any  course  which 
would  seem  to  commit  this  country  to  either  side. 


360  LIST   OF   PAPERS. 

Members  of  both  houses  call  on  me  frequently  seeking  informa- 
tion, and  I  am  always  sedulous  and  earnest  to  disabuse  their  minds 
of  all  belief  that  the  Confederate  Government  will  lay  down  its  arms 
on  any  such  terms,  but  that,  cost  what  it  may,  the  States  now  con- 
federated will  preserve  their  integrity,  consenting  only  to  part  with 
any  of  the  border  States  when  it  shall  appear,  by  the  free  and 
unbiased  vote  of  the  people  of  such  State,  that  they  prefer  to  cast 
their  lot  with  the  North,  a  contingency  which  none  in  the  South 
believe  will  ever  arise. 

'The  late  reverses  at  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson  have  had  an 
unfortunate  effect  upon  the  minds  of  our  friends  here,  as  was  natu- 
rally to  be  expected.  I  assure  them- that  at  most  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered only  as  driving  in  or  capturing  outposts  by  the  invading 
army,  and  by  no  means  should  be  taken  to  foreshadow  the  result  of 
the  general  battle  which  seems  impending  on  our  western  frontier. 

The  steamer  Annie  f'hilds,  late  from  North  Carolina,  arrived  at 
Liverpool  two  days  ago,  having  left  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  the  5th 
of  February  and  successfully  run  the  blockade,  with  a  cargo  of 
cotton  and  turpentine.  I  received  by  her  private  letters  from  home 
but  no  dispatches.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  we  should  be  kept 
advised  here,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  the  conduct  and  prospects  of 
the  war.  as  to  which  we  get  nothing  from  the  South  but  meager  and 
distorted  accounts  through  the  Northern  press.  Perhaps  by  proper 
instructions  to  the  collectors  at  the  Southern  ports,  who  would  know 
when  vessels  are  about  to  leave  for  any  neutral  port,  they  might  be 
directed  to  send  at  least  the  latest  Southern  newspapers. 

I  have  seen  through  the  Northern  papers  that  Mr.  Hunter  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Senate,  but  I  have  not  heard  who  has  succeeded 
him  in  the  Department  of  State  and  thus  address  this  dispatch 
accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 
The  honorable . 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


No-  5-]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency. 

London,  March  11, 1802. 
Sir:  I  am  able,  to-day,  to  write  in  a  much  more  cheerful  spirit 
than  in  my  last  of  February  28.  The  fall  of  Fort  Donelson  para- 
doxical as  the  assertion  may  appear,  has  been  useful  in  its  effects 
upon  the  public  opinion.  It  has  proved  to  our  friends  here  the 
necessity  of  greater  energy  of  action,  and  it  has  furnished  food  for 
serious  reflection  to  that  vast  majority  of  the  British  public  who 
counting  upon  the  financial  exhaustion  of  the  North  and  the  here- 
tofore uniform  success  of  the  South,  hoped  that  the  much  desired 
separation  would  be  permanently  secured  without  the  expense  and 
responsibility  of  interference  on  their  part.  Our  recent  misfortunes 
presage  to  them  a  protracted  war.  cheoquered  with  alternate  suc- 
cesses and  reverses,  leading  to  no  decisive  results,  and  hence  many 
are  now  anxious  to  do  something  to  strengthen  us  who  but  a  few 
days  ago  professed  themselves  indifferent  spectators  of  the  contest 
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The  enclosed  extracts  from  leading  papers  will  show  you  the  spirit 
in  which  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson  is  commented  upon,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, give  a  fair  impression  of  public  opinion.  No  journal  of  any 
influence,  not  even  the  Telegraph,  which  is  now  in  the  Northern  in- 
terest, has  represented  that  event  as  the  harbinger  of  conquest  by  the 
North. 

I  am  in  a  measure  responsible  for  the  tone  of  some  of  the  enclosed 
extracts.  With  persons  controlling  organs  of  public  opinion,  whom 
1  met  for  that  express  purpose,  I  thought  it  our  obvious  policy  to 
somewhat  underrate  the  importance  of  the  "  Border  States."  "  Our 
constitution,"  I  said  to  them,  "  was  framed  and  our  Government 
organized  for  the  States  comprised  in  the  cotton  region  proper.  The 
vast  territory  which  now  forms  the  theater  of  the  war  was  acquired 
by  us  after  that  war  was  declared,  and  our  present  provisional  capi- 
tal lies  a  thousand  miles  to  the  north  of  our  original  and  natural 
capital.  Even  should  the  North  succeed  in  overrunning  the  great 
States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  Ten- 
nessee, the  Southern  Confederacy  would  be  precisely  what  Mr. 
Lincoln  found  it  on  the  day  of  his  inauguration.  The  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  North  would  have  been  exhausted  in  gaining  tempo- 
rary possession  of  its  outer  ramparts,  and  the  citadel  would  still 
remain  untouched."  In  one,  at  least,  of  the  Times  articles,  almost 
my  very  words  are  reproduced.  Whatever  from  your  point  of  view 
may  be  your  judgment  of  the  policy  of  this  line  of  argument,  you 
will,  1  think,  not  fail  to  perceive  that  the  English  press  has  of  late 
evinced  a  clear  understanding  of  the  practical  impossibility  of  re- 
conquest  and  of  the  unalterable  determination  of  our  people  never  to 
submit.  In  this  respect,  then,  our  recent  disasters  have  not  in- 
jured us. 

On  Friday  last  the  debate  on  the  blockade  was  opened  in  the 
Commons  by  Mr.  Gregory,  and  yesterday  in  the  Lords  by  Lord 
Campbell  (Stratheden).  I  have  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  Gregory,  else  I  should  have  endeavored  to 
convince  him  that  New  Orleans  was  not  more  effectively  blockaded 
than  any  other  port.  I  was  present  at  the  delivery  of  his  speech 
and  much  gratified  at  the  rapt  attention  and  unexpectedly  hearty 
applause  with  which  it  was  received.  There  was  no  intention  in 
either  house  to  push  the  question  to  a  vote,  nor  to  initiate  open  hos- 
tility against  the  present  Government.  It  was  simply  a  "demon- 
stration "  intended  for  our  benefit,  and  has  fulfilled  that  expectation. 
The  speech  of  Lord  Campbell,  himself  one  of  the  ministerial  peers, 
has  at  least  had  the  good  effect  of  eliciting  from  Earl  Russell  the 
reluctant  admission,  in  substance,  that  a  reconstruction  of  the  Ameri- 
can Union  was  not  possible. 

Simultaneously  with  Lord  Campbell's  speech  I  made  the  attempt 
to  commit  the  Morning  Herald,  Lord  Derby's  organ,  to  an  open 
attack,  in  the  spirit  of  that  speech,  upon  Earl  Russell.  I  should  have 
produced  no  small  political  effect,  had  I  succeeded.  The  editor, 
however,  instead  of  publishing  my  article  as  an  editorial,  altered 
it  into  a  communication,  which,  although  an  unusually  conspicuous 
place  was  given  it,  could  not  have  the  significance  I  wished  it  to 
have. 

I  may  remark  in  this  connection  that  the  Trent  affair  has  done 
us  incalculable  injury,  insomuch  as  it  enabled  the  Government  to 
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make  political  capital,  which  renders  it  hopeless  to  attack  them  in 
their  management  of  foreign  relations.  Their  internal  policy  is 
indeed  vulnerable,  as  jTou  will  see  from  an  article  in  the  Herald,  also 
enclosed,  but  I  am  unable  to  conjecture  now  how  far  this  may  serve 
to  effect  the  much-desired  result,  the  displacement  of  Earl  Russell 
by  some  one  who,  if  not  a  friend,  shall  at  least  not  be  an  avowed 
enemy  of  our  nationality. 

On  the  same  sheet  which  contains  the  debate  in  the  Commons 
on  the  blockade  you  will  find  an  editorial  to  which  I  must  caution 
you  not  to  ascribe  undue  importance.  The  Times  does  not  in  this 
instance  express  prevailing  opinions,  nor  even  the  views  of  its  edi- 
tors. It  is  perfectly  understood  that  this  paper,  although  inde- 
pendent, never  refuses  its  services  to  the  Government  when  required 
in  any  special  emergency,  such  as  snubbing  some  speaker  in  either 
house  whose  topic  is  inconvenient  or  embarrassing.  If  the  article 
proves  anything,  therefore,  it  proves  that  Earl  Russell  was  not  alto- 
gether easy  at  the  turn  the  blockade  question  might  take  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

I  can  not  too  strongly  impress  upon  the  extreme  importance  of 
providing  me  with  information.  Even  the  value  of  a  few  news- 
papers can  scarcely  be  exaggerated.  So  far  I  have  received  nothing 
either  from  our  Department  or  from  the  correspondent  I  had  em- 
ployed previous  to  my  departure  for  Europe.  If  I  had  Southern 
intelligence,  though  ever  so  sparingly  or  irregularly,  I  should  wield 
a  real  power  in  journalism  here,  which  even  my  unremitting  labor 
and  hitherto  singularly  good  fortune  will  not  give  me.  May  I  hope 
that  you  will  interest  yourself  in  my  efficiency  as  your  agent  to  the 
extent  of  sending  me,  by  whatever  opportunity  may  present,  files 
of  papers  or  such  other  intelligence  as  you  may  think  proper,  and 
in  the  judicious  use  of  which  you  will  rely  on  my  discretion? 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

P.  S. — A  letter  just  received  from  a  business  friend  in  Birmingham, 
assures  me  that  neither  there  nor  in  Liverpool  has  he  perceived 
aught  but  disappointment  of  the  late  news  from  the  west  among 
that  class  of  English  merchants  who  do  not  profess  friendly  feelings 
toward  us. 

Second  P.  S. — The  arrival  of  a  steamer  from  Wilmington  is 
announced  by  telegraph,  probably  the  Fisfier  Ames,  of  whose  success- 
ful running  the  blockade  we  had  been  advised  by  a  private  channel. 

[Addendum.] 

Mabch  18,  1862. 
The  steamer  by  which  the  inclosed  was  to  go,  having  delayed  her 
departure  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  send  later  extracts, 
even  more  favorable  in  their  tone  toward  us.  Most  of  them  can  not 
but  have  an  admirable  tonic  effect  upon  the  public  mind  at  home. 
The  English  press  is  well  nigh  unanimous  in  commendation  of  the 
President's  message.  Since  I  last  wrote  I  have  arranged  with  the 
editor  of  Lord  Palmerston's  organ,  the  Post,  for  the  publication  of 
a  series  of  letters  advocating  recognition,  the  first  of  which  I  enclose. 
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These  letters  are  written  at  the  request  of  some  of  our  friends  in 
Parliament  who  intend  to  bring  up  the  subject  and  to  make  a  con- 
centrated effort,  with  good  prospect  of  success,  immediately  after 
Easter  or  sooner  if  a  great  victory  on  our  part  affords  an  earlier  occa- 
sion. My  first  letter  in  the  Post  was  followed  next  day  by  one  in 
nearly  the  same  spirit  by  Mr.  Spence  in  the  Times.  I  send  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Spence's  book  to  the  President.  Another  for  yourself  will  go  by 
another  opportunity  to  multiply  the  chances  of  this  valuable  book 
reaching  the  Confederacy.  I  am  for  the  first  time,  almost  sanguine 
in  mv  hopes  of  speedy  recognition. 

H.  H. 

No.  5.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  13,  1S62. 
Sir  :  It  becomes  my  pleasing  duty  to  announce  to  you  that  on  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday  last,  the  8th  and  9th  instant,  a  great  naval  battle 
was  fought  at  Hampton  Roads,  in  this  State,  between  the  James 
River  Squadron,  consisting  of  5  vessels  and  21  guns,  and  a  Federal, 
fleet  of  210  guns,  resulting,  without  serious  damage  to  a  single  Con- 
federate vessel,  in  the  total  destruction  of  2  of  the  most  powerful 
frigates  of  the  United  States  Navy,  the  serious  disabling  of  2  others, 
the  sinking  of  2  gunboats,  the  capture  of  several  transport  steamers, 
and  the  defeat  and  utter  rout  of  the  remaining  vessels  of  the  fleet, 
amongst  which  were  the  steam  frigate  Roanoke  of  40  guns  and  the 
ironclad  steamer  Monitor. 

The  following  authentic  details  have  been  received: 
On  the  morning  of  the  8th  at  11  o'clock  the  C.  S.  ironclad  steam 
sloop  Virginia  (formerly  the  Merrimack)  of  10  guns,  Flag-Officer 
Franklin  Buchanan  commanding,  attended  by  the  steam  tugs  Beau- 
fort and  Raleigh  of  1  gun  each,  left  Norfolk  Harbor  and  proceeded 
toward  the  enemy's  battery  at  Newport  News,  under  the  guns  of 
which  were  lying  the  Federal  frigate  Cumberland  of  24  guns  of 
heavy  caliber  and  the  frigate  Congress  of  50.  Steering  directly  for 
the  Cumberland  and  receiving  her  broadsides  at  point-blank  range 
without  the  slightest  injury,  the  Virginia  (at  about  3:30  p.  m.) 
struck  her  amidships  with  her  iron  prow,  literally  cleaving  open 
her  sides;  and  then  withdrawing  opened  upon  her  a  terrific  fire. 
In  fifteen  minutes  the  Cumberland  sank,  having  on  board  360  souls, 
of  whom  not  more  than  one-third  escaped.  The  Virginia  with  her 
bow  gun  next  engaged  the  Congress,  and  at  the  same  time  poured 
frequent  broadsides  into  the  battery  of  20  guns  at  Newport  News. 
At  the  end  of  an  hour's  contest  the  Congress  was  driven  ashore  in  a 
sinking  condition.  Her  colors  having  been  hauled  down  and  a  white 
flag  run  up,  our  gunboats  were  dispatched  to  relieve  the  wounded 
of  her  crew.  Whilst  in  the  performance  of  the  humane  act  of  taking 
tliem  on  board  of  our  gunboats,  the  commander  of  the  Congress, 
in  a  spirit  of  unexampled  perfidy  and  barbarism,  and  after  he  had  sur- 
rendered the  frigate  and  given  up  his  sword,  directed  the  remainder 
of  her  crew  to  turn  the  guns  of  the  Congress  upon  our  gunboats. 
His  command  was  obeyed,  and  by  that  foul  act  of  treachery  Lieu- 
tenant Minor  and  several  of  our  men  were  wounded.  Our  vessels 
then  opened  fire  upon  the  Congress  and  burned  her  to  the  water's 
edge. 
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During  the  engagement  between  the  Virginia  and  the  two  frigates 
the  Minnesota  of  40  guns,  the  St.  Lawrence  of  50,  and  the  Roanoke 
of  40  came  out  from  Old  Point  to  their  assistance.  The  Minnesota 
ran  aground  and  was  badly  damaged  by  the  guns  of  our  vessels. 
The  Roanoke  and  St.  Latorence  put  back  to  Old  Point. 

Night  having  closed  in,  our  squadron  withdrew  to  Sewell's  Point. 
On  Sunday  the  Virginia  opened  fire  again  upon  the  Minnesota,  but 
on  account  of  the  shallow  water  could  only  engage  her  at  a  distance. 
The  Minnesota  was  finally  got  off  and  towed  in  a  sinking  condition 
to  Old  Point.  During  this  day  the  enemy's  fleet  was  reinforced  by 
the  Monitor,  an  ironclad  steam  battery,  which  engaged  the  Virginia 
for  several  hours  at  close  quarters,  but  at  length  retreated  pre- 
cipitately to  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  Fortress  Monroe. 

In  this  brilliant  engagement,  lasting  through  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  two  days,  our  loss  was  but  7  killed  and  17  wounded.  Amongst 
the  wounded  were  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  slightly,  and  Lieutenant 
Minor,  severely,  the  latter  in  the  treacherous  manner  above  related. 
The  lows  on  the  Federal  side  in  killed  and  wounded  can  not  be  less 
than  000. 

I  herewith  enclose  an  official  report  of  the  battle  of  the  8th  as 
transmitted  on  that  day  to  the  Navy  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Wji.  M.  Browne, 


Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 


Secretary  of  State  ad  interim. 


CoNSULADO   DE    EsPANA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  March  14, 1862. 

Sir:  On  the  28th  ultimo,  I  addressed  an  official  communication 

to  the  Hon.  S.  K.   Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in   regard  to 

a  claim  in  behalf  of  Manuel  Castanado,  of  Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba, 

and  on  the  4th  he  advises  me  that  the  same  had  been  referred  to  your 

department  and  that  your  reply  would  be  early  before  me.     Having 

heard  nothing  in  the  meanwhile  I  beg  to  claim  your  attention  thereto, 

and  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

■^   -  r  ™  „  Dn.  Robertson. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  Justice, 
Richmond,  March  18, 1862. 
Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  give  you  my 
opinion  upon  the  matter  presented  in  your  communication  of  the 
loth  instant.     It  appears  from  a  statement  of  the  Spanish  consul 
at  Norfolk,  Va     that  in  the  month  of  July  last  a  brig  called  the 
H. I    Martin  (belonging,  I  suppose,  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States) 
sailed  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  a  port  in  the  island  of  Cuba 
and  that  a  young  man  named  Castanado,  a  Spanish  subject,  who  had 
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been  at  school  in  Pennsylvania,  took  passage  in  her  for  his  home  in 
Cuba;  that  the  brig  while  at  sea  was  captured  by  a  Confederate 
privateer  called  the  York,  and  that  subsequently,  to  prevent  her 
recapture  by  the  enemy,  the  brig  was  run  ashore  upon  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina  and  burnt,  and  that  the  privateer  was  destroyed  in 
the  same  manner.  It  is  not  stated  whether  the  brig  was  burnt  by 
the  privateermen  or  by  the  enemy  after  she  was  beached.  But  it  is 
not  very  material  how  the  fact  was  in  the  view  taken  by  me.  The 
personal  effects  of  the  young  Spaniard,  valued  at  $40,  were  destroyed, 
and  he  was  brought  by  the  captain  of  the  privateer  to  Norfolk,  Va., 
and  from  thence  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
enable  him  to  return  to  Cuba.  And  now  the  consul  prefers  a  claim 
for  the  loss  of  his  personal  effects,  his  passage  money,  and  expenses, 
amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  $125.  And  the  question  is  whether 
he  is  entitled  to  indemnity  and  to  have  the  amount  refunded  to  him 
by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  question  is  one  depending  for  its  solution  upon  the  laws  of 
nations.  The  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States  being  at  war, 
the  brig  and  all  her  cargo  belonging  to  alien  enemies  were  lawful 
prize  to  the  privateer.  The  latter  had  a  right  to  seize  and  take  her 
into  port  and  have  her  and  her  cargo  condemned  as  such.  If  resist- 
ance had  been  made,  the  privateer  might  have  sunk  or  destroyed  her. 
If  neutral  persons  or  goods  be  on  such  a  vessel,  it  is  the  misfortune 
of  such  persons  or  owner  of  such  goods,  but  there  is  no  just  ground 
of  indemnity  for  loss.  It  is  assumed  by  the  law  that  they  knew  of 
the  risk  and  ventured  it,  knowing  the  danger  of  capture.  It  is  true 
that  the  goods  of  neutrals  on  board  of  an  enemy's  vessel  are  not  for- 
feited to  the  captor  and  when  carried  into  port  are  to  be  restored  to 
the  owner  with  as  little  injury  as  possible.  But  he  is  not  entitled  to 
any  indemnity  for  loss.     Vattel,  page  340,  says: 

The  effects  of  neutrals  found  in  an  enemy's  ship  are  to  he  restored  to  the 
owners,  against  whom  there  is  no  right  of  confiscation,  hut  without  any  allow- 
ance for  detainer,  decay,  etc.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  neutrals  on  this  occa- 
sion is  an  accident  to  which  they  expose  themselves  by  embarking  their  prop- 
erty in  an  enemy's  ship;  and  the  captor  in  exercising  the  rights  of  war  is  not 
responsible  for  the  accidents  which  may  thence  result  any  more  than  if  his 
cannon  kills  a  neutral  passenger  who  happens  unfortunately  to  be  on  board  an 
enemy's  vessel. 

Nor  does  the  fact  that  the  brig  was  destroyed  alter  the  case.  The 
captors  had  a  right  to  destroy  the  vessel  to  prevent  her  recapture 
by  the  enemy.  They  were  not  bound  to  yield  her  up  to  save  the 
effects  of  a  "passenger.  Had  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  been 
illegal  or  unnecessary  the  case  would  be  different  and  might  afford 
ground  for  a  claim  to  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  the  goods. 

As  to  his  passage  money  and  expenses  in  renewing  his  journey, 
the  case  is  still  stronger  against  him.  These  he  would  have  lost  had 
the  captured  brig  been  brought  safely  into  port.  Her  destruction 
made  no  difference  with  him  in  that  respect. 

The  narrow  circumstances  of  the  young  man  might  afford  some 
ground  for  an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  Government,  but  not, 
in  my  opinion,  to  its  justice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ths.  Bragg. 

Hon.  Ww.  M.  Browne, 

Secretary  of  State  ad  interim. 
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Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  19, 1862. 

Sm :  Keferring  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  17th  instant,  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  decision  of  this  Department 
upon  the  claim  presented  bv  you  against  the  Government  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Castanado.  a  Spanish  subject.  It  api>ears  from  the  statement 
contained  in  vour  letter  of  the  28th  February  last  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  that  Mr.  Castanado  took  passage  from  Philadelphia  for 
Cardenas  on  board  the  brig  B.  T.  Martin;  that  the  brig  was  subse- 
quently captured  by  a  Confederate  privateer  called  the  York,  and 
that  she  was  run  ashore  and  burned. 

Mr.  Castanado  was  carried  to  Norfolk  by  the  captain  of  the 
privateer  and  sent  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  Fortress  Monroe  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  return  to  Cuba.  From  the  foregoing 
circumstances  a  loss  of  $125  is  alleged  to  have  resulted  to  Mr.  Cas- 
tanado as  follows:  The  destruction  of  his  persona.!  effects  on  board 
the  B.  T.  Martin-  valued  at  $40,  loss  of  passage  money  and  expenses 
incurred  in  renewing  his  journey  $85,  for  which  a  claim  against 
this  Government  is  now  presented. 

First.  With  regard  to  the  destruction  of  his  personal  effects.  The 
brig  on  which  Mr.  Castanado  embarked  was,  it  is  not  denied,  the 
property  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States.  As  that  coun- 
try was  then  at  war  with  the  Confederate  States,  the  brig  and  all 
her  cargo,  belonging  to  alien  enemies,  were  lawful  prize  to  the  priva- 
teer of  the  latter  power.  By  the  recognized  law  of  nations  the  priva- 
teer had  a  right  to  take  the  brig  into  port  and  have  both  her  and  her 
cargo  condemned  as  such.  It  is  true  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral  on 
board  an  enemy's  vessel  are  not  forfeited  to  the  captor,  and  when 
carried  into  port  are  to  be  restored  to  the  owner  with  as  little  injury 
as  possible.  But  such  neutral  owner  is  not  entitled  to  indemnity  for 
loss  occasioned  by  the  capture;  the  law  assumes  that  he  knew  the  risk 
when  he  embarked  and  ventured  it.  "  The  effects  of  neutral  as  found 
in  an  enemy's  ship,"  says  Vattel,  page  340,  "  are  to  be  restored  to  the 
owners,  against  whom  there  is  no  right  of  confiscation,  but  without 
any  allowance  for  detainer,  decay,  etc.  The  loss  sustained  by  neu- 
trals on  this  occasion  is  an  accident  to  which  they  expose  themselves 
by  embarking  their  property  in  an  enemy's  ship,  and  the  captor  in 
exercising  the  rights  of  war  is  not  responsible  for  the  accidents  which 
may  thence  result  any  more  than  if  his  cannon  kills  a  neutral  pas- 
senger who  happens  unfortunately  to  be  on  board  an  enemy's  vessel." 
Assuming  it  to  lie  a  fact,  which  does  not  appear,  that  the  brig  was 
burned  by  the  privateer  Tori;  it  is  not  seen  how  this  can  alter  the 
case.  The  captors  had  a  right  to  destroy  the  brig  to  prevent  her 
recapture  by  the  enemy,  and  were  not  bound  to  yield  her  up  to  save 
the  effects  of  a  passenger. 

Second.  As  to  the  loss  of  passage  money  and  the  expense  of  re- 
newing his  journey.  These,  it  is  obvious,  Mr.  Castanado  would  still 
have  been  subject  to  had  the  brig  been  brought  safely  into  port.  The 
destruction  of  the  vessel  made  no  difference  with  him  in  that  respect. 
hi  the  view  of  this  Department,  therefore,  the  misfortune  of  Mr. 
Ciistanado.  however  much  to  be  regretted,  was  an  unavoidable  acci- 
dent resulting  from  the  legitimate  exercise  of  the  right  of  war  in  the 
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capture  of  an  enemy's  vessel,  and  the  claim  founded  upon  the  loss 
sustained  by  Mr.  Castanado  one  that  has  no  legal  foundation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wu.  M.  Browne, 
Secretary  of  State  ad  in. 

Dn.  Bokkrtson,  Esq., 

II.  li.  M.  Consul,  Norfolh. 


No.  l.J 

Commission  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America, 

Madrid,  March  21,  186$. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  in  Madrid, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Fearn,  as  the  news  of  our  reverses  was  being 
received.  After  waiting  some  time  in  the  expectation  of  learning 
its  real  nature  and  extent  through  Southern  papers,  I  applied  for 
and  obtained  an  interview  with  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes,  the  Spanish 
secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  whose  reception  was  kind  and  friendly. 

I  told  him  at  the  outset  that  my  Government  had  been  anxious 
from  the  beginning  to  form  friendly  relations  with  Spain,  and  had 
sent  me  in  August  last  instructions  to  proceed  to  this  Court,  which 
the  arrest  and  detention  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  had  prevented 
me  from  obeying  sooner.  I  stated  the  nature  of  those  instructions, 
and  ventured  the  hope  that  the  object  of  my  mission  might  be  at- 
tained without  too  great  a  delay. 

After  expressing  his  gratification  at  my  safe  arrival  and  the 
assurance  that  I  would  be  pleased  with  the  society  of  Madrid,  as  all 
previous  American  envoys  had  been,  he  asked  me  Avhethcr  I  had 
any  authentic  accounts  of  our  recent  reverses,  and  expressed  great 
surprise  that  lo,000  Confederates  should  have  surrendered  without 
greater  resistance,  regretting  the  effect  such  a  disaster  was  calculated 
to  have  upon  the  morale  of  our  troops.  I  told  him  I  had  no 
authentic  information,  but  had  no  doubt  the  number  of  prisoners 
was  grossly  exaggerated,  as  from  what  I  had  seen  in  various  Ameri- 
can papers  the  real  number  must  be.  under  6,000;  that  the  enemy 
was  vastly  superior  in  numbers,  and  the  resistance  of  General  Buck- 
ner  all  that  could  be  desired.  I  unfolded  before  him  a  map  of  the 
United  States,  and  pointed  out  the  localities  of  Somerset,  Fort  Henry, 
and  Fort  Donelson;  showed  him  the  distances  from  those  points  to 
New  Orleans  and  Texas  along  the  line  of  the  Mississippi  Ttiver, 
which  the  invading  army  intended  to  follow.  I  stated  that  through- 
out this  distance  there  were  no  roads  upon  which  the  transport  of 
the  material  of  an  army  could  be  effected,  while  we  had  near  3,000 
leagues  of  railway  which  could  be  used  for  purposes  of  defense,  and 
destroyed  as  the  enemy  advanced,  and  that,  besides,  the  Northern 
troops  could  stand  neither  the  heat  of  our  summer  nor  the  maladies 
incident  to  the  climate.  I  concluded  by  saying  that,  even  without 
those  natural  obstacles,  I  need  not  tell  a  Spanish  minister  that  a 
brave  and  united  people  fighting  for  their  independence  and  nation- 
ality could  not  be  subjugated.  The  armies  of  Napoleon  gained  many 
important  victories  in  Spain,  and  for  years  occupied  its  capital  and 
fortresses,  but  when  the  Spanish  armies  had  been  nearly  destroyed 
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the  entire  people  rose  in  their  might  and  drove  the  imperial  legions 
beyond  the  Pyrenees;  so  it  would  be  with  us  in  the  end.  He  was 
well  pleased  with  the  allusion,  and  said  that  he  had  no  doubt  of 
our  ultimate  success,  provided  our  people  could  stand  the  privations 
which  a  protracted  contest  would  bring  upon  them.  He  went  on 
to  say  that  on  the  question  of  right  he  had  no  doubt  it  is  clearly 
with  the  South  as  much  as  it  had  been  with  Spain  in  the  French 
invasion  or  with  the  present  Queen  in  the  contest  with  Don  Carlos, 
but  the  question  with  which  foreign  Government  had  to  deal  was  a 
question  of  fact,  not  of  right.  We  asked  to  be  recognized  as  a  Gov- 
ernment de  facto:  we  must  show,  as  Spain  and  the  Queen's  party 
had  shown,  not  only  that  we  had  the  right  to  establish  and  had  estab- 
lished a  Government,  but  that  we  had  the  power  to  maintain  it 
against  all  efforts  of  our  opponents,  and  as  thus  far  it  could  not  be 
snid  we  had  made  that  proof,  further  time  must  elapse  before  the 
Queen's  Government  could  recognize  ours. 

Continuing  the  conversation,  he  asked  me  what  had  been  the  result 
of  the  interview  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  with  Earl  Russell  and 
Mr.  Thouvenel.  I  said  these  interviews  had  led  to  no  result,  that 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  considered  the  disruption  of  the  Union  and 
of  its  rising  navy  as  a  great  misfortune  to  France,  and  was  of  late 
inclined  to  hope  that  it  might  be  reconstructed,  and  further  that  he 
would  under  no  circumstances  incur  the  enmity  of  the  North  by 
taking  the  lead  in  recognizing  us;  while  the  present  administration 
in  England  was  to  a  great  extent  composed  of  abolitionists  and 
wanted  the  support-  of  the  abolition  faction  for  its  maintenance  in 
power,  deluding  itself  at  the  same  time  with  the  vain  hope  that  if 
the  civil  war  were  protracted,  and  the  culture  of  cotton  ceased  in 
whole  or  in  part,  the  monopoly  of  that  staple  would  pass  from  the 
Confederate  States  to  India  as  a  compensation  for  the  present  suf- 
ferings of  the  British  manufacturing  population.  But  Spain  was 
differently  situated.  Her  interest  was  that  North  America  should 
be  possessed  by  two  great  powers  who  would  balance  each  other ;  her 
counsels  were  not  tainted  with  Puritan  fanaticism,  and  surely  she 
had  no  interest  that  the  monopoly  of  the  cotton  supply  should  pass 
from  us  to  England. 

Spain  was  our  natural  ally  and  friend,  and  her  paramount  inter- 
est was  that  we  should  become  an  independent  power.  When  we 
were  recognized,  similarity  of  institutions,  ideas,  and  social  habits 
would  form  between  us  a  more  cordial  friendship  and  alliance  than 
had  ever  existed  between  two  people.  He  said  he  hoped  it  might 
he  so,  but  he  would  not  conceal  the  fact  that  Mr.  Seward  was  taking 
great  pains  to  convince  him  that  the  North  had  always  been  friendly, 
while  the  South  was  ever  hostile,  to  Spain;  that  while  the  North 
was  their  best  customer  for  the  sugar  of  their  colonies,  and  supplied 
them  with  all  they  wanted  in  exchange,  no  private  expeditions  had 
ever  sailed  from  their  ports  for  the  invasion  of  Cuba,  but  invariably 
from  those  of  the  South ;  and  that  if  the  Confederate  States  became 
hereafter  a  strong  Government  their  first  attempt  at  conquest  would 
be  upon  that  island.  T  answered  that  the  representations  of  Mr 
.Seward  were  disingenuous  and  untrue.  Formerly  the  North  as  well 
as  the  South  wanted  Cuba.  The  North  wanted  it,  and  they  will 
ever  want  it,  for  the  profits  of  its  commerce;  the  South  wanted  it  to 
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make  three  new  States  of  it,  and  thus  obtain  in  the  Federal  Senate 
six  more  members,  which  would  for  a  time  have  equalized  the  power 
of  the  free  and  slaveholding  States  in  that  body.  With  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Union  the  motive  of  the  South  would  necessarily 
revive,  but  it  does  not  now  and  never  would  again  exist,  provided 
the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  is  recognized  and  se- 
curely established.  The  South  would  then  deem  it  its  interest  that 
a  great  country  like  Spain  should  continue  a  slave  power.  The  two, 
together  with  Brazil,  would  have  a  monopoly  of  the  system  of  labor, 
which  alone  can  make  intertropical  America  and  the  regions  adjoin- 
ing it  available  to  the  uses  of  man,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  of  the  rich 
products  of  that  labor.  Nothing  in  the  past  could  give  an  idea  of 
the  career  of  prosperity  and  power  which  would  thus  be  opened  to 
us.  The  time  at  which  our  recognition  should  take  place  was,  of 
course,  exclusively  within  the  discretion  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, but  could  I  be  assured  that  when  that  time  arrived  our  recog- 
nition would  not  be  made  dependent  upon  the  action  of  other  pow- 
ers? At  the  time  of  the  insurrection  of  the  Spanish  colonies,  the 
United  States  had  recognized  their  independence  long  before  any 
other  power,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  moral  and  material  influ- 
ence derived  from  that  recognition  greatly  aided  them  in  achieving 
their  independence.  Could  I  assure  my  Government  that  her 
Majesty's  Government  would  follow  this  example  in  their  own  good 
time  without  regard  to  the  course  of  other  nations?  To  this  ques- 
tion he  would  not  make  a  positive  answer,  but  simply  said :  "  Spain, 
as  you  are  aware,  is  slow,  slower  perhaps  than  other  nations,  in 
coming  to  a  decision  in  matters  of  importance;  but  after  she  does 
she  carries  that  decision  through  without  regard  to  consequences." 
He  left  me  under  the  impression  that  this  Government  would  not 
be  the  first  to  recognize  us. 

I  then  observed  that  the  threat  of  Mr.  Seward  that  our  recogni- 
tion by  foreign  powers  would  be  considered  a  casus  belli  had  been 
falsified  by  the  subsequent  declaration  of  Mr.  Lincoln  that  he  could 
not  carry  on  two  wars  at  a  time;  that  if  her  Majesty's  Government 
had  been  susceptible  to  such  fears  it  would  not  have  reannexed  San 
Domingo  to  the  Crown  and  taken  the  lead  in  the  Mexican  expedi- 
tion; that  those  measures  had  created  in  the  North  a  deep  feeling 
of  hostility  against  Spain ;  and  that,  while  the  recognition  of  our 
Government  would  not  involve  this  country  in  war,  no  delay  in 
recognizing  us  would  diminish  the  intensity  of  that  feeling.  He 
said  they  had  no  fear  from  that  quarter,  and  were  fully  prepared  for 
an  emergency,  as  they  had  done  no  act  which  was  not  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  law  of  nations.  After  he  had  explained  to  me  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  reannexation  of  San  Domingo  and 
the  object  of  the  Mexican  expedition,  I  handed  him  a  printed  list 
sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Helm  of  the  vessels  which  had  entered  the  ports 
of  Cuba  after  breaking  the  blockade  and  of  those  which  left  Cuba 
and  entered  Southern  ports,  and  stated  to  him  that  the  blockade  was 
surely  ineffectual,  both  from  the  number  of  vessels  which  had  vio- 
lated it,  and  from  the  fact  that  it  was  a  blockade  maintained  by 
cruisers  and  not  by  ships  of  war  permanently  stationed  at  the  mouth 
of  Southern   rivers   and   harbors.     He  said   differences  of  opinion 
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might  be  entertained  as  to  its  effectiveness,  but  this  was  one  of  those 
questions  in  which  one  nation  could  not  act  alone,  and,  as  England 
and  France  agreed  in  opinion  that  the  blockade  could  not  be  con- 
sidered ineffective,  Spain  would  not  differ  from  them. 

Before  taking  leave  I  handed  to  Mr.  Collantes  a  copy  of  the  com- 
munication of  the  commissioners  to  Earl  Kussell  and  his  answer, 
which  have  been  published  in  the  parliamentary  papers,  and  also  a 
copy  of  my  instructions,  for  which  he  was  thankful.  He  expressed 
the  hope  that  we  might  have  frequent  conversations  together,  and 
appeared  anxious  to  obtain  correct  information  through  Southern 
sources.  He  was  astonished  that  our  Government  had  not  provided 
means  for  transmitting  that  information :  and  requested  me,  when  I 
received  any  that  was  important  to  impart  it  to  him. 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  may  be  considered  of  some  impor- 
tance in  a  long  and  cordial  interview.  I  infer  from  it  that  this  Gov- 
ernment will  not  act  separately  from  England  and  France.  Owinj; 
to  the  enormous  preparations  made  by  the  North  to  subjugate  us,  I 
believe  that  nothing  is  now  to  be  expected  from  any  of  them  until 
the  Northern  Government  is  read}'  to  treat  us  as  an  independent 
power.  If  it  be  so,  and  the  war  is  to  last  many  years,  as  the  Presi- 
dent intimates  in  his  inaugural,  it  will  be  for"  him  to  determine 
whether  it  is  consistent  with  our  dignity  to  keep  longer  abroad  com- 
missioners who  he  knows  are  under  no  circumstances  to  be  received 
or  listened  to. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

P.   A.   PiOST. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter 

Afwil  7. — Nothing  further  to  report  since  the  original  of  this  dis- 
patch was  sent  by  the  Cadiz  steamer  of  the  25th  ultimo  to  Havana. 
We  have  received  nothing  from  the  department  since  our  arrival 
here. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  22,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  my  resignation  of  the  post  of  commissioner  to  the 
powers  of  Europe,  which  I  ask  you  to  lay  before,  his  Excellency  the 
President. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  J.  P.  Bkxjamix,  Secretary  of  State. 


W.  L.  Yancey. 


^°-  G-l  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  March  2.\,  180.2. 
Sir:  I  am  compelled  to  write  hurriedly,  so  manv  various  and 
urgent  ealls  having  lately  been  made  upon  my  time,  that  I  have  now 

t      t  *  °OUP  h°UrS  ^^  t0  aVaU  mySelf  of  the  Present  oppor- 

The  inclosed  extracts  will  give  you  a  correct  impression  of  the 
manner  m  which  public  opinion  here  has  received  the  emancipation 
scheme  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  It  is  very  generally  regarded  as  a  bid  for 
European  sympathies  and  as  having  no  practical  bearing  on  his  home 
policy.     Some,  however,  affect  to  see  in  it  the  preliminaries  of  a 


UST   0*'   PAPEE3.  371 

speedy  peace  based  on  the  return  of  the  border  States  and  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  their  more  southern  sisters.  I  am 
doing  all  in  my  power  to  strengthen  the  former  and  remove  the  lat- 
ter construction  of  the  message. 

Earl  Russell's  prediction  of  a  termination  of  the  war  by  estab- 
lishment within  three  months  of  two  equally  mighty  republics  in 
the  territory  of  the  late  United  states  may  possibly,  as  many  be- 
lieve, have  been  based  upon  a  foreknowledge  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  pro- 
posal. However  this  be,  the  prediction  has  done  much  good,  and  has 
vastly  brightened  the  prospects  of  speedy  recognition.  I  am  con- 
tinuing my  letters  to  the  Morning  Post  with  this  prediction  for 
my  text,  and  thanks  to  our  friends  in  Parliament  at  whose  suggestion 
the  letters  are  written,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they 
are  extensively  read  and  commented  upon.  I  devote  myself  now 
almost  exclusively  to  the  ministerial  press,  convinced  that  the  initia- 
tive must  come  from  that  quarter,  and  the  Derby  organs  will  of 
their  own  accord  keep  pace  with  any  movement  in  the  desired 
direction. 

In  my  Ko.  5  I  recorded  the  effects  of  our  recent  disasters  on  public 
opinion.  The  public  opinion  of  a  great  country  like  this  seldom, 
however,  advances  steadily.  There  are  always  many  relapses  and 
slips  backward  before  the  tide  rolls  irresistibly  in  any  unalterable 
direction.  Thus  it  happens  that  since  I  last  wrote  much  unfavorable 
comment  from  various  sources  has  reached  my  ears  on  the  alleged 
incident  of  these  disasters.  Treaehery  and  disaffection  are  assigned 
as  the  causes  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  and  this  has  sadly  im- 
paired our  moral  attitude  before  the  world.  Unfortunately,  the 
utter  lack  of  all  direct  southern  intelligence  makes  it  impossible  to 
effectively  contradict  northern  accounts. 

Another  serious  inconvenience  arises  from  the  language  of  a  por- 
tion of  our  own  press.  I  have  been  partially  successful,  not  without 
much  difficulty,  in  representing  some  of  the  extracts  which  have 
reached  here  through  the  Northern  papers,  in  a  light  rather  favor- 
able to  our  cause.  But  the  logistic  tours  de  force  seldom  have  a 
permanent  effect,  and  an  unfavorable  impression  can  not  easily  be 
construed  away.  Myself  in  a  manner  your  representative  near  the 
press  of  this  country,  you  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  for  obtruding  this 
subject  on  your  attention.  It  is  the  opinion  of  experienced  and 
liberal-minded  statesmen  here  that  some  legislation  is  needed  to 
restrain  such  public  expression  of  individual  indiscretion,  if  not  dis- 
affection. I  am  assured  on  high  authority  that  no  party  in  this 
country  would  hesitate  at  such  legislation  under  similar  circum- 
stances. "Where  one  vital  interest  is  common  to  all  and  overshadows 
all  minor  interests  all  that  conflicts  with  it  is  treason. 

Ventures  against  the  blockade  are  rapidly  increasing.     I  am  al- 
most daily  applied  to  for  information  and  advice  and  my  Coast- 
Survey  charts  are  in  constant  demand.     Shipments  are  insured  for 
15  *  per  cent,  and  for  the  port  of  Wilmington  somewhat  less. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

Henry  Hotze. 

Honorable  Secretary  of  State, 

Department  of  State,  Richmond. 

*  The  last  insurance  effected  has  been  at  20  per  cent. 
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No.  4.]  Paris,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  first  dispatch  I  informed  you  of  an  interview  which 
I  had  with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  when  that 
gentleman  stated  that  a  perfect  understanding  existed  between  the 
French  and  English  Governments  that  nothing  should  be  done  by 
either  in  relation  to  the  American  question  without  the  previous 
assent  and  concurrence  of  the  other. 

I  then  supposed  that  the  influence  of  the  Emperor  was  such  that 
any  view  of  the  question  which  he  might  urge  on  the  British  cabinet 
would  be  adopted.  I  have  since  had  reason  to  change  entirely  this 
opinion.  I  am  now  satisfied  that  in  all  that  concerns  us,  the  initia- 
tive must  be  taken  by  England,  that  the  Emperor  sets  such  value 
on  her  good  will,  that  he  will  make  any  sacrifice  of  his  own  opinions 
and  policy  to  retain  it.     Any  doubt  on  that  subject  must  be  dissi- 

Eated  by  Mr.  Billault's  short  but  emphatic  speech  in  the  Corps 
egislatif,  when  he  proclaimed  the  full  adhesion  of  the  Emperior  to 
Earl  Russell's  views  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Federal  blockade  of  our 
coast.  The  acquiescence  of  France  in  an  interpretation  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  declaration  of  the  conference  of  Paris,  dated  16th  April, 
1856,  so  inconsistent  with  its  letter  and  spirit,  and  with  the  doctrines 
which  France  has  always  so  strenuously  advocated,  and  often  con- 
tended for  can  only  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition  that  he 
is  determined,  for  the  present,  at  least,  to  preserve  the  alliance  with 
England  on  any  terms  which  she  may  dictate.  In  confirmation  of 
this  opinion,  I  refer  to  what  Mr.  Baroche  said  in  a  debate  which 
took  place  a  few  days  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  embarrassments 
of  commerce  and  the  consequent  distress  among  the  working  classes, 
when  he  attributed  them  entirely  to  our  conflict  with  the  Northern 
States,  and  predicted  very  confidently  that  they  would  cease  as  soon 
as  it  should  be  ended,  while  Mr.  Billault's  declaration  destroyed  all 
hope  of  the  adoption  of  the  only  course  by  which  so  desirable  a 
result  could  be  seasonably  obtained. 

So  far,  then,  as  the  action  of  France  snd  England  is  concerned 
we  have,  I  fear,  little  to  hope ;  we  must  work  out  our  own  salvation, 
and  I  am  therefore  looking  with  the  most  intense  anxiety  for  the 
newSj  which  must  soon  reach  us,  of  the  success  or  defeat  of  our  armies 
in  Virginia  and  Tennessee.     Everything  depends  on  those  issues. 

I  have  unshaken  faith  in  the  final  establishment  of  our  inde- 
pendence; in  the  meanwhile  we  must  submit  to  all  the  dangers  and 
privations  which  such  a  death  struggle  imposes. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

„       -^   ,,  „,  „  John  Slidell. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  your  letter  to 

him  of  the  22d  instant,  tendering  your  resignation  of  the  office  of  the 

commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  certain  European  powers 

and  am  requested  by  the  President  to  inform  you  that  he  accepts 


CHRISTOPHER  G.   MEMMINGER, 
Secretary  or  Treasury,  Confederate  States,  1861-1864. 
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your  resignation  with  regret.  He  is  gratified  to  know,  however, 
that  your  services  are  not  lost  to  the  Government,  and  that  he  can 
still  have  the  benefit  of  your  counsel  as  one  of  his  constitutional 
advisers. 

I  have,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Yancey, 

Confederate  States  Senator. 


109  Piccadilly, 
London,  April  1, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  On  the  17th  February  last  I  had  the  honor  to  submit 
to  your  lordship  a  printed  list  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at 
ports  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  from  and  to  certain  of  the  blockaded 
ports  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  up  to  the  month  of  De- 
cember, 1861,  inclusive,  and  in  my  letter  accompanying  the  list,  I 
stated  that  they  were  sent  to  me  from  Havana,  and  were  "  taken 
from  official  documents  there,  by  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  and 
integrity,  well  known  to  me,  and  worthy  of  entire  reliance." 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  like  printed 
lists  taken  from  the  same  official  sources  of  vessels  from  certain  of 
the  blockaded  ports  of  the  Confederate  States,  which,  with  their 
respective  cargoes,  entered  the  ports  of  Havana  and  Matanzas,  in 
Cuba,  for  the  months  of  January  and  February  in  the  present  year. 

These  lists  came  by  the  last  West  Indian  steamer,  were  sent  to  me 
by  the  gentleman  above  referred  to,  and  are  entitled  to  full  credit. 

They  show  that  in  January  and  February  last,  10  vessels  from 
New  Orleans,  and  6  from  Mobile  had  entered  the  ports  indicated 
in  Cuba,  making  with  those  of  others  from  the  blockaded  ports,  in 
all,  25  vessels,  not  prevented  by  the  alleged  blockade  from  success- 
ful ventures  to  a  foreign  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  Lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 


Foreign  Office, 

April  4, 1862. 

Earl  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Mason  and  begs  leave 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Mason's  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
relative  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  southern  coast  of  North 
America. 


No.  1.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  April  5,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  inauguration  of  the  permanent  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  having  taken  place  in  accordance  with  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  laws,  on  the  22d  February  last,  the  President  deter- 
mined to  make  certain  changes  in  his  cabinet,  and  the  Department 
of  State  was  confided  to  my  charge.  The  cabinet  was  formed  on  the 
19th  ultimo,  and  is  constituted  as  follows,  viz:  J.  P.  Benjamin,  of 
Louisiana,  Secretary  of  State ;  C.  G.  Memminger,  of  South  Carolina, 
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Secretary  of  Treasury;  Thomas  H.  Watts,  of  Alabama,  Attorney- 
General  ;  George  W.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  Secretary  of  War ;  3. 
E.  Mallory,  of  Florida,  Secretary  of  Navy ;  J.  H.  Reagan,  of  Texas, 
Postmaster-General. 

All  of  these  gentlemen  have  entered  on  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  except  Hon.  T.  H.  Watts,  who  has  not  yet  arrived  in 
Richmond. 

In  assuming  the  charge  of  this  department  under  the  permanent 
Government  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  keep  the  archives  separate 
from  those  of  the  provisional  Government.  Hence  a  new  series  of 
numbers  will  be  commenced  in  the  dispatches,  and  this  is  numbered  1. 

The  last  dispatch  of  my  predecessor  bears  date  on  the  8th  Feb- 
ruary, and  I  deem  it  useful  for  your  information  to  give  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  salient  events  which  have  occurred  since  that  period, 
and  shall  henceforth  endeavor  to  keep  you  promptly  advised  of  the 
current  history  of  public  affairs.  If  possible  you  shall  also  be 
supplied  with  files  of  Southern  newspapers. 

The  reverses  to  our  arms  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  and  at 
Roanoke  Island  are,  of  course,  known  to  you,  but  the  nature  and 
extent  of  these  disasters  have  doubtless  been  so  exaggerated  by  the 
Northern  press  that  a  correct  summary  may  be  of  use. 

Fort  Henry,  an  open  earthwork  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tennessee,  mounting  11  guns,  was  on  the  6th  day  of  February  at- 
tacked by  a  fleet  of  the  enemy's  gunboats,  7  in  number  and  mounting 
54  guns;  while  their  transports  landed  an  army  of  12,000  men  with  a 
Anew  to  the  capture  of  our  small  force  of  less  than  3,000,  stationed 
there  for  the  defense  of  the  batteries.  The  contest  was  at  once  seen 
to  be  so  unequal  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  withdraw  with 
the  least  possible  loss.  Under  these  circumstances  General  Tilgh- 
man  in  command  of  the  fort  determined  to  hold  it  with  some  80  men 
to  the  last  moment  in  order  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army.  This 
object  was  effected  and  the  forces  were  marched  in  safety  across 
the  land  to  Fort  Donelson  on  the  Cumberland  River  without  loss. 
General  Tilghman,  after  sustaining  the  bombardment  of  the  bat- 
tery for  several  hours,  and  having  had  all  his  guns  dismounted 
except  4,  was  compelled  to  surrender  the  few  men,  less  than  60  in 
number,  who  remained  to  serve  the  guns. 

Fort  Donelson,  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland  River,  was 
a  work  of  much  greater  importance  than  Fort  Henry,  and  covered 
the  approach  to  Nashville,  Avhich,  as  you  are  aware,  is  accessible  to 
boats  of  large  class  at  high  water. 

General  A.  S.  Johnston,  commanding  the  Western  Department, 
was  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  this  position  and  lost  no  time,  nor 
did  he  spare  any  effort,  for  its  defense.  His  whole  force,  however, 
then  stationed  at  Bowling  Green,  was  nominally  but  30,000  men,  and 
in  effective  force  not  more  than  24,000.  He  had  in  his  front  General 
bu ell,  rath  an  army  of  60,000  men,  while  Fort  Donelson  was  threat- 
ened by  the  army  of  General  Grant  with  a  like  number  and  by  the 
gunboat  fleet  of  the  enemy,  flushed  with  its  recent  success  at  Fort 
Henry.  The  fall  of  the  latter  fort  had  already  rendered  imperative 
the  abandonment  of  Bowling  Green,  as  the  possession  by  the  enemy 
ot  the  Tennessee  River  cut  off  the  army  of  General  Johnston  from 
that  ot  General  Polk  at  Columbus,  thus  leaving  it  free  to  the  enemy 
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to  attack  either  division  "with  his  entire  force.  Under  these  difficult 
circumstances  General  Johnston  sent  to  the  aid  of  Fort  Donelson 
rather  more  than  one-half  of  his  small  army,  retaining  the  remainder 
to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  his  stores  and  munitions  of  war  and  to 
check  the  advance  of  General  Buell  and  prevent  his  direct  march  to 
Nashville.  After  four  days'  desperate  combat,  during  Avhich  the 
enemy's  gunboat  fleet  was  greatly  damaged,  defeated,  and  driven 
back,  the  constant  reenforceraents  of  fresh  troops  by  which  our  small 
army  was  incessantly  assailed,  leaving  them  not  an  instant's  repose, 
finally  succeeded  in  reducing  them  to  sueh  a  state  of  physical  exhaus- 
tion that  a  surrender  was  deemed  unavoidable ;  and  although  a  con- 
siderable body  of  our  men  made  good  their  escape,  together  with 
Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow,  the  two  senior  generals,  the  enemy  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  the  remainder  of  the  force,  between  six  and  seven 
thousand  in  number,  together  with  General  Buckner  and  a  large 
number  of  commissioned  officers.  The  victory  was  dearly  bought,  as 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  (the  latter- 
taken  in  a  victorious  sortie)  can  not  have  been  less  than  5,000  men. 

The  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  necessarily  involved  the  fall  of 
Nashville,  which  was  soon  after  taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy, 
who  have  since  remained  masters  of  the  northern  part  of  central 
Tennessee. 

These  operations  rendered  the  evacuation  of  Columbus  a  military 
necessity,  its  position  on  the  Mississippi  River  too  far  north  to  per- 
mit our  shattered  forces  to  maintain  it  against  a  land  attack  from 
the  combined  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  the  armament  was  accordingly 
withdrawn  and  the  evacuation  conducted  with  entire  success,  while 
a  new  position  was  assumed  at  Island  No.  10,  situated  about  20  miles 
above  New  Madrid. 

In  the  meantime  General  Johnston,  reassembling  and  reorganizing 
the.  scattered  remnants  of  the  army  of  Fort  Donelson,  and  uniting 
with  a  small  division  under  General  Crittenden,  has  succeeded  in 
accomplishing  one  of  the  most  masterly  movements  of  the  war. 
Anticipating  the  enemy,  who,  by  their  enormous  fleet  of  transports 
on  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee,  have  the  means  of  rapid  concen- 
tration in  large  masses,  and  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  all  his 
officers,  he  succeeded,  by  a  forced  marcli  across  the  country,  in  mov- 
ing his  forces,  with  all  their  baggage  train  and  supplies,  to  Decatur, 
in  Alabama,  which  he  reached  just  in  time  to  find  himself  in  front 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  endeavored  by  a  rapid  ascent  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River  to  place  themselves  between  him  and  the  army  of  Gen- 
eral Polk,  now  commanded  by  General  Beauregard.  This  move- 
ment has  united  into  one  grand  army  the  forces  of  General  Johnston, 
the  army  which  evacuated  Columbus,  now  commanded  by  General 
Beauregard,  and  a  third  force  of  about  10,000  men  under  General 
Bragg  withdrawn  from  Pensacola. 

These,  with  large  reinforcements  from  the  States  of  Louisiana, 
Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  constitute  an  army  that  can  not  now  num- 
ber less  than  80,000  men,  concentrated  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  near  which 
point  a  great  battle  is  hourly  impending. 

In  the  meantime  our  position  at  Island  No.  10,  fortified  and  re- 
inforced, has  been  the  object  of  unremitting  assault  from  the  enemy's 
gunboat  and  mortar  fleet;  but,  after  15  days'  incessant  firing,  accom- 
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panied  with  no  appreciable  loss  to  us  and  considerable  damage  to 
their  fleet,  they  seem  to  have  abandoned  in  despair  the  effort  to 
descend  the  Mississippi  Eiver  by  forcing  the  passage,  and  to  be  now 
awaiting  the  operations  of  the  land  forces. 

The  fall  of  Roanoke  Island  occurred  on  the  Sth  February.  It 
yielded  to  the  combined  attack  of  a  fleet  of  gunboats  and  an  army  of 
10.000  men,  which  succeeded  in  effecting  a  landing  and  forcing  the 
capitulation  of  our  troops,  about  2,500  in  number.  This  disaster 
derives  its  importance  from  the  basis  thus  afforded  to  the  enemy 
(commanding  as  he  does  the  navigation  of  the  Pamlico  and  Albe- 
marle sounds)  for  concentrating  forces  for  expeditions  against  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  but  chiefly  for  an  attack  on  Norfolk  in  the 
rear.  The  gathering  forces  of  the  enemy  on  the  Peninsula  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  strong  reinforcements 
pouring  incessantly  through  Hatteras  Inlet  to  the  aid  of  General 
Burnside,  indicate  an  intention  to  spare  no  effort  for  the  capture 
of  Richmond,  and  we  are  hourly  in  anticipation  of  heavy  engage- 
ments in  this  neighborhood. 

The  army  of  General  Burnside,  after  the  capture  of  Roanoke 
Island,  has  made  two  further  captures,  viz,  the  towns  of  New  Berne 
and  Washington,  in  North  Carolina.  At  the  latter  place  there  was  no 
defense,  the  town  being  quite  insignificant,  the  population  not  ex- 
ceeding 1,200  or  1,500  souls ;  but  at  New  Berne  a  very  gallant  defense 
was  made  by  about  4.000  men  against  the  combined  fleet  and  army 
of  the  enemy  and,  although  our  forces  were  compelled  to  retreat,  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  can  not  have  fallen  short  of  1,500,  while  the  results 
of  the  capture  of  the  town  are  unimportant. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  series  of  disasters  of  which 
I  have  just  given  }'ou  an  impartial  narration  have  had  the  most  bene- 
ficial effect  on  the  temper,  tone,  and  spirit  of  our  people.  The  long 
inaction  to  which  we  had  been  condemned  by  the  inferiority  of  our 
forces  had  produced  its  usual  effects  on  our  troops.  A  feeling  of 
listlessness,  a  growing  belief  that  there  would  be  little  more  fighting, 
the  irksomeness  of  camp  life  when  unvaried  by  active  service,  the 
prevalence  of  camp  diseases,  the  desire  to  revisit  home  and  family, 
all  had  combined  to  produce  a  state  of  things  under  which  our  army 
was  wasting  away,  and  the  spirit  of  volunteering  had  almost  died  out. 
The  change  has  been  magical.  Our  people  are  alive  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  contest.  A  stern  and  resolute  spirit  is  manifested  far  more 
promising  than  the  unreflecting  enthusiasm  under  which  the  volun- 
teers first  rushed  to  our  standard.  The  whole  people  are  at  war 
with  our  deadly  foes.  Nothing  is  wanted  but  an  ample  supply  of 
arms  and  munitions  to  place  on  foot  the  most  formidable  array  of 
modern  times.  Entire  confidence  in  the  result  of  the  contest  is  felt 
to  the  very  core  of  the  national  heart,  and  you  need  entertain  not  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  giving  every  assurance  that  this  contest  can 
by  no  possibility  and  under  no  stress  of  human  power  end  in  aught 
but  final  separation  between  the  contending  parties. 

The  temper  of  Congress  can  not  be  better  evinced  than  by  the 
following  resolution,  unanimously  adopted  on  the  5th  March : 

Wherens  the  United  States  are  waging  war  against  the  Confederate  States 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  compelling  the  latter  to  reunite  with  them  under 
the  same  Constitution  and  Government ;  and 
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Whereas  the  waging  of  war  with  such  an  object  is  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  sound  republican  maxim  that  "  all  government  rests  upon  the  consent  of 
the  governed  "  and  can  only  tend  to  consolidation  in  the  General  Government 
and  the  consequent  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  States ;  and 

Whereas,  the  result  being  attained,  the  two  sections  can  only  exist  together 
in  the  relation  of  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed,  because  of  the  great  pre- 
ponderance of  power  in  the  northern  section,  coupled  with  dissimilarity  of 
interests ;  and 

Whereas  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  may  be  presumed  to  know  the  sentiments  of  said  people, 
having  just  been  elected  by  them :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  do  solemnly  declare  and  publish  to  the  world 
that  it  is  the  unalterable  determination  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States 
(in  humble  reliance  upon  Almighty  God)  to  suffer  all  the  calamities  of  the  most 
protracted  war,  but  that  they  will  never,  on  any  terms,  politically  affiliate  with 
a  people  who  are  guilty  of  an  invasion  of  their  soil  and  the  butchery  of  their 
citizens. 

The  sole  important  success  obtained  by  us  during  the  period  em- 
braced by  this  dispatch  is  the  naval  victory  in  Hampton  Roads  on 
the  8th  and  9th  ultimo,  of  which  full  details  were  given  in  the  dis- 
patch of  the  Assistant  Secretary,  then  Secretary  ad  interim,  under 
date  of  13th  March. 

Far  up  in  northwestern  Arkansas  there  was  fought  on  the  7th  and 
8th  of  March  one  of  the  most  obstinate  battles  recorded  in  history,  the 
result  of  which,  although  highly  creditable  to  our  arms,  can  scarcely 
be  claimed  as  a  victory.  General  Earl  Van  Dorn,  in  command  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  having  succeeded  in  effecting  a  junc- 
tion between  the  forces  of  General  McCulloch  and  those  of  General 
Price,  who  had  retreated  from  Missouri  before  overwhelming  num- 
bers, determined  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the 
great  disparity  in  arms  and  equipment  of  the  two  forces. 

The  numbers  on  the  two  sides  did  not  vary  materially,  being  near 
30,000  each.  But  our  troops  were  principally  armed  with  shotguns — 
squirrel  rifles,  as  they  are  called  by  the  country  people — and  in  many 
instances  not  even  with  these,  but  only  with  such  rude  weapons  as 
the  men  could  hastily  fashion  for  themselves.  The  first  day's  combat 
resulted  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position  by  a  desperate 
charge,  ending  near  dark,  and  our  troops  slept  on  the  battle  field. 
But  we  lost  precious  lives.  General  McCulloch  and  his  second  in 
command,  General  Mcintosh,  both  fell  at  the  head  of  their  columns, 
and  Colonel  Hebert,  commanding  the  Louisiana  troops,  was  wounded 
and  made  prisoner.  The  combat  was  renewed  next  day  by  a  fresh 
attack  from  our  Army  on  the  enemy,  who  had  assumed  a  strong  posi- 
tion some  2  or  3  miles  beyond  the  battle  field  of  the  first  day.  The 
result  of  this  second  attack  was  less  favorable,  owing  to  the  dis- 
couragement produced  in  one  wing  of  the  army  by  the  loss  of  their 
generals,  and  the  combat  ended  by  the  withdrawal  of  each  party  from 
the  field.  The  enemy  retreated  into  Missouri,  and  our  generals,  after 
giving  the  needful  repose  to  their  troops,  advanced  eastward,  with  a 
view  of  cooperating  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River  with 
the  armies  of  Generals  Johnston  and  Beauregard.  I  subjoin  the  gen- 
eral orders  of  the  commanding  general  in  relation  to  this  battle. 

Headquarters  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  District, 

Van  Buren,  Ark.,  March  16,  1862. 
The  major-general  commanding  this  district  desires  to  express  to  the  troops 
his  admiration  of  their  conduct  during  the  recent  expedition  against  the  enemy. 


378  LIST  OF  PAPERS. 

Since  leaving  camp  in  Boston  Mountains  they  have  been  incessantly  exposed 
to  the  hardships  of  a  winter  campaign,  and  have  endured  such  privation  as 
troops  have  rarely  encountered. 

In  the  engagements  of  the  6th,  7th,  and  Sth  instant,  it  was  the  fortune  of 
the  general  commanding  to  be  immediately  with  the  Missouri  division,  and 
he  can  therefore  bear  personal  testimony  to  their  gallant  bearing.  From  the 
noble  veteran,  who  has  led  them  so  long,  to  the  gallant  S.  Churchill  Clark,  who 
fell  while  meeting  the  enemy's  last  charge,  the  Missourians  proved  themselves 
devoted  patriots  and  staunch  soldiers.  They  met  the  enemy  on  his  chosen 
positions  and  took  them  from.  him.  They  captured  four  of  his  cannon  and  many 
prisoners.  They  drove  him  from  his  field  of  battle  and  slept  upon  it.  The 
victorious  advance  of  McCulloch's  division  upon  the  strong  position  of  the 
enemy's  front,  was  inevitably  checked  by  the  misfortunes  which  now  sadden  the 
hearts  of  our  countrymen  throughout  the  Confederacy.  McCnlloch  and  Mcin- 
tosh fell  in  the  very  front  of  the  battle,  and  in  the  full  tide  of  success.  With 
them  went  down  the  confidence  and  hoiie  of  their  troops.  No  success  can  repair 
the  loss  of  such  leaders.  It  is  only  left  to  us  to  mourn  their  untimely  fall, 
emulate  their  heroic  courage,  and  avenge  their  death. 

You  have  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  a  heavy  [loss].  But  we  must  prepare  at 
once  to  march  against  him  again.  All  officers  and  men  must  be  diligent  in  ■ 
perfecting  themselves  in  knowledge  of  tactics  and  of  camp  discipline.  The  regu- 
lations of  the  army  upon  this  subject  must  be  rigidly  enforced.  Officers  will 
recite  daily  in  tactics,  and  all  must  drill  as  many  times  daily  as  other  duties  will 
permit.  In  every  company  the  prescribed  roll  calls  will  be  made.  The  arms 
will  be  daily  insjiected,  ami  a  careful  attention  he  given  to  neat  police  of 
the  camp. 

Commanders  of  brigades  will  publish  and  strictly  enforce  these  orders. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Earl  Van  Dorn : 

Dabney  H.  Mauey,  A.  A.  G. 

On  the  23d  March  Major-General  Jackson,  commandimr  in  the 
valley  of  Virginia  made  an  attack  of  extraordinary  vigor  on  a  vastly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  With  a  body  of  little  more  than  2,500 
men,  he  impetuously  assailed  forces  now  known  to  have  reached 
nearly  18.000.  kept  them  at  bay  for  five  hours,  and  Avhen  finally  with- 
drawing toward  night,  had  inflicted  on  them  a  loss  fully  equal  to 
the  whole  number  of  his  own  forces,  and  with  a  loss  to  his  own  troops 
not  exceeding  300  men.  Among  the  enemy's  wounded  was  General 
Shields,  whose  arm  was  so  shattered  that  it  is  reported  amputation 
has  become  necessary. 

Far  away  even  in  New  Mexico  the  hostile  forces  are  in  collision.. 
General  Sibley,  in  command  of  our  army,  has  advanced  with  a  view 
to  the  capture  of  Fort  Craig  and  the  liberation  of  the  territory  from 
the  presence  of  the  Federal  forces.  We  have  news  of  a  combat  on  the 
21st  February  at  Valverde,  about  10  miles  from  Fort  Craig,  in  which 
the  enemy  were  thoroughly  routed,  all  their  field  artillery  captured 
by  a  desperate  charge  of  the  Texans.  bowie  knife  in  hand,  and  at 
the  last  account  the  defeated  and  disheartened  enemy  were  shut  up 
in  Fort  Craig  and  our  troops  preparing  to  storm  the  works. 

Having  thus  placed  you  in  possession  of  the  military  events  of  the 
last  two  months  and  the  present  condition  of  the  campaign,  I  will 
treat  of  other  matters  in  a  separate  dispatch,  and  trust  thatlio  future 
interruption  in  the  correspondence  of  the  department  will  require 
such  lengthened  narration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 

xj        t  ™   n.  Secretary  of  State, 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 
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No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  April  8, 1863. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
informal  letter  to  Mr.  Hunter,  written  immediately  on  your  arrival  in 
London,  the  Department  is  still  without  any  communication  from 
you.  It  is  not  doubted,  however,  that  you  must  have,  more  than 
once,  forwarded  dispatches  by  such  means  of  conveyance  as  you  have 
been  able  to  discover. 

In  the  absence  of  reliable  information  as  to  the  present  condition 
of  public  affairs  in  England  and  the  tone  and  temper  of  its  Govern- 
ment and  people,  the  President  does  not  deem  it  advisable  to  make 
any  change  in  the  instructions  communicated  by  my  predecessor  in 
his  dispatches  of  the  23d  September  and  8th  February  last.  There 
is.  however,  one  point  on  which  additional  remarks  may  be  useful, 
to  which  your  attention  is  now  invited. 

^  ou  will  find  annexed  a  list  showing  the  number  and  character  of 
the  vessels  which  have  traded  between  our  ports  and  foreign  coun- 
tries during  the  months  of  November,  December,  and  January. 
They  exceed  100  in  number  and  establish  in  the  most  conclusive 
manner  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  which  it  has  pleased  neutral 
nations  heretofore  to  respect  as  binding  on  their  commerce.  There 
are  some  considerations  connected  with  this  subject  that  do  not  seem 
hitherto  to  have  been  brought  to  your  notice  and  which  are  sug- 
gested by  the  recently  published  reports  of  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence and  debates  in  the  English  Parliament.  Prior  to  the  treaty  of 
Paris,  the  test  of  the  validity  of  a  blockade  had  not  become  matter 
of  special  agreement  among  the  leading  powers  of  the  earth.  By 
the  convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Eussia  in  1801  it  was 
declared,  however,  "  That  in  order  to  determine  what  characterizes 
a  blockaded  port,  that  denomination  is  given  only  where  there  is, 
bv  the  disposition  of  the  power  which  attacks  it  with  ships  station- 
ary or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger  in  entering."  (Art.  3, 
sec.  4.) 

In  the  case  of  the  Arthur  (1  Dodson,  p.  423),  Lord  Stowell  de- 
clared that  "  a  blockade  de  facto  should  be  effected  by  stationing  a 
number  of  ships  and  forming  as  it  were  an  arch  of  circumvallation 
round  the  mouth  of  the  prohibited  port,  where  if  the  arch  fail  in 
anv  one  part  the  blockade  itself  fails  altogether." 

This  latter  is  stated  by  the  most  eminent  of  recent  English  pub- 
licists to  be  "the  general  safe  definition  of  a  blockade."  (3  Phil., 
International  Law,  p.  386.) 

It  was,  however,  with  the  view,  as  declared  by  themselves,  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  "  deplorable  disputes  "  and  to  "  differences  of  opinion 
between  neutrals  and  belligerents,  which  may  occasion  serious  diffi- 
culties and  even  conflicts,"  that  the  plenipotentiaries  of  seven  Euro- 
pean nations,  including  the  five  great  powers,  fixed  by  common 
agreement  and  "solemn  declaration"  the  principle  that  "blockades, 
in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective— that  is  to  say,  maintained 
by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of  the 

enemy."  .     ,  ,    „. 

The  Confederate  States,  after  being  recognized  as  a  belligerent 
power  by  the  Governments  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  were  in- 
formally requested  by  both  those  powers  to  accede  to  this  declaration 
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as  being  a  correct  exposition  of  international  law.  Thus  invited, 
this  Government  yielded  its  assent  to  the  principle  just  stated.  The 
parliamentary  papers  recently  published  containing  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  British  consul  at  Charleston  with  Lord  Lyons  will  put 
you  fully  in  possession  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  invitation  ex- 
tended to  this  Government  to  signify  its  adherence  to  the  principles 
enunciated  in  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856. 

Great,  then,  was  the  surprise  of  the  President  at  finding  in  the 
published  correspondence  before  alluded  to  the  following  expres- 
sions of  Earl  Kussell  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  loth  February 
last : 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  however,  are  of  opinion  that,  assuming  that  the 
blockade  was  duly  notified  and  also  that  a  number  of  ships  is  stationed  and 
remains  at  the  entrance  of  a  port  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  it,  or  to 
create  an  evident  danger  of  entering  it  or  leaving  it,  and  that  these  ships  do 
not  voluntarily  permit  ingress  or  egress,  the  fact  that  various  ships  may  have 
successfully  escaped  through  it  (as  in  the  particular  instances  here  referred 
to)  will  not  of  itself  prevent  the  blockade  from  being  an  effectual  one  by 
international  law. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  the  words  I  have  underscored  are 
an  addition  to  the  definition  of  the  treaty  of  1856  and  are  extracted 
from  the  convention  of  1801.  If  such  be  the  interpretation  placed  by 
Great  Britain  on  the  treaty  of  1856,  it  is  but  just  that  this  Govern- 
ment should  be  so  officially  informed.  Certain  it  is  that  this  Gov- 
ernment did  not,  nor  could  it  anticipate,  that  the  very  doctrine  in 
relation  to  blockade  formerly  maintained  by  Great  Britain  and  which 
all  Europe  supposed  to  be  abandoned  by  the  treaty  of  1856  would 
again  be  asserted  by  that  Government. 

The  language  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
may  not  have  been  intended  to  bear  the  construction  now  attributed 
to  it.  But  it  is  evidently  susceptible  of  this  interpretation,  and  we 
can  not  be  too  cautious  in  guarding  our  rights  in  a  matter  which 
must  in  the  future  as  well  as  in  the  present  so  deeply  involve  the 
interests  of  the  Confederacy.  It  is  not  probable,  owing  to  our  posi- 
tion, and  the  habits  and  character  of  our  people,  that  we  shall  ever 
become  a  great  naval  power.  In  time  of  peace  our  interests  will  be 
those  of  a  neutral  seeking  free  intercourse  with  all  nations,  while 
during  war,  as  at  present,  we  must  preserve  unimpaired  our  right 
to  insist  on  the  strict  application  of  those  principles  of  international 
law  which  constitute  our  security  against  the  abuse  of  maritime 
power.  It  may  further  be  remarked  in  this  declaration  of  Earl 
Russell  that  he  premises  by  "assuming  that  a  number  of  ships  is 
stationed  and  remains  at  the  entrance  of  a  port,"  etc.  The  plain 
answer  to  this  is  that  the  admitted  fact  of  "  various  ships  escaping 
through  the  blockade"  is  inconsistent  with  the  assumption  enter^ 
tained  by  his  lordship.    The  argument  plainly  stated  amounts  to  this. 

We  assert  that  there  is  no  sufficient  number  of  ships  stationed 
and  remaining  at  the  entrance  of  certain  ports  to  constitute  an 
effective  blockade,  and  we  proffer  in  support  of  this  assertion  of 
fact  the  evidence  that  numerous  or  "various"  vessels  pass  and 
repass  unmolested,  to  which  his  lordship  replies  that  "  assuming  a 
sufficient  number  of  ships  to  be  stationed  and  to  remain  at  the 
entrance  of  a  port,"  etc.,  the  fact  of  the  escape  of  various  ships 
will  not  of  itself  prevent  the  blockade  from  being  an  effectual  one. 
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It  can  not  but  be  obvious  that  any  blockade  may  be  demonstrated 
to  be  effective  by  this  mode  of  reasoning,  and  that  an  appeal  to  the 
recognized  principles  of  international  law  becomes  a  mere  delusion 
if  it  can  be  thus  summarily  dismissed.  Again,  in  all  the  discussions 
that  have  met  observation  on  the  subject  of  this  pretended  blockade, 
the  question  has  been  treated  as  though  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  declared  the  blockade  of  particular  ports,  whereas 
its  pretension  is  to  maintain  a  blockade  of  the  entire  coast  from  the 
Chesapeake  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  absurdity  of  pretending  that 
2,500  miles  of  seacoast  are  guarded  by  the  United  States  "  by  a  force 
sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  "  is  too  glaring  to  require  comment, 
yet  it  is  for  this  extravagant  assumption  that  the  United  States 
claim  and  neutral  powers  accord  respect. 


age  of  vessels  may  possibly  be  suggested  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  find  credence  with  neutral  powers.  But  it  is 
notorious  that  there  is  a  large  number  of  ports  within  the  Confed- 
eracy and  a  vast  extent  of  coast  absolutely  free  from  any  investing 
force.  A  list  of  at  least  20  of  these  smaller  ports  can  be  readily 
made  up  from  Blunt's  Coast  Pilot,  a  Northern  publication.  In  re- 
lation to  these  ports  and  the  portion  of  the  coast  above  mentioned, 
the  blockade,  as  declared  by  the  United  States  and  respected  by 
Europe,  is  as  absolutely  devoid  of  any  semblance  of  validity  as 
would  be  a  blockade  now  declared  by  the  Confederacy  of  the  coasts 
of  New  York  and  New  England.  The  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States  cruise  on  the  high  seas  along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy  against  the  commerce  of  mankind, 
and  denominate  this  warfare  against  the  intercourse  of  all  neutrals 
with  a  belligerent,  a  blockade.  They  call  the  cruising  of  our  armed 
vessels  against  their  commerce  piracy  at  the  very  time  that  they  are 
waging  indiscriminate  warfare  on  the  commerce  of  all  friendly 
nations.  In  what  conceivable  sense  can  this  system  of  aggression 
against  the  freedom  of  the  seas  be  termed  a  blockade  ? 

On  the  coast  of  Louisiana  alone  there  are  a  number  of  small  ports 
which  have  never  been  blockaded.  The  Sabine  Pass,  Berwick  Bay, 
and  other  inlets  are  carrying  on  an  active  commerce  with  the  West 
India  Islands.  At  other  ports  the  blockading  vessels  disappear  for 
days  and  sometimes  for  weeks  without  that  notice  to  foreign  powers 
of  the  cessation  of  the  blockade  which  is  required  by  the  positive 
dictates  of  public  law.  In  a  word,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  suggest 
a  more  flagrant  violation  of  all  the  principles  hitherto  held  sacred 
on  this  subject  than  is  committed  by  the  United  States  in  its  inter- 
diction of  all  commerce  between  the  Confederate  States  and  neutral 
nations.  If  the  Confederacy  were  a  commercial  power  and  pos- 
sessed of  a  commercial  marine,  the  respect  yielded  by  foreign  nations 
to  the  pretensions  of  the  United  States  would  be  matter  of  small 
concern.  They  would  prosecute  their  trade  in  their  own  vessels. 
But  having  hitherto  confined  their  pursuits  chiefly  to  agriculture, 
the  United  States  are  enabled  by  the  tacit  assent  of  the  European 
powers  to  inflict  on  them  an  injury  which  under  other  circumstances 
could  readily  be  averted. 
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The.  President  trusts  that  you  will  lose  no  suitable  opportunity 
of  pressing  these  views  on  the  consideration  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  neutrality  professed  by  her  Majesty's  Government  and 
doubtless  intended  by  it  to  he  strictly  and  impartially  observed,  is 
rendered  in  effect  merely  nominal  by  tacit  acquiescence  in  such  a 
blockade  as  that  declared  by  the  United  States.  If  it  be,  however, 
the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  blockade  is  really 
valid  and  effective  in  any  one  or  more  of  the  principal  ports  of  the 
Confederacy,  it  may  perhaps  not  be  impracticable  to  induce  its 
interposition  so  far  as  to  require  of  the  United  States  to  specify  the 
particular  ports  which  they  propose  to  continue  to  blockade,  and 
to  leave  open  for  the  unrestricted  commerce  of  neutrals  all  that  por- 
tion of  our  coast  where  an  effective  naval  force  is  not  permanently 
stationed.  It  has  been  said  in  debate  in  Great  Britain,  that  the 
dearth  of  cotton  in  Europe  is  a  strong  evidence  of  the  effectiveness 
of  the  blockade.  This  argument  would  undoubtedly  be  difficult  to 
resist  if  the  South  were  in  possession  of  ships  capable  of  carrying 
the  crop.  But  it  is  well  known,  and  the  list  already  referred  to  will 
furnish  the  proof,  that  such  vessels  as  are  owned  by  the  people  of 
the  Confederacy,  are  actively  engaged  in  carrying  away  cotton  to 
the  West  Indies,  thence  to  be  shipped  to  Europe.  Two  cargoes  have 
just  been  shipped  from  Charleston  direct  for  Liverpool,  and  two  from 
New  Orleans  for  Havre.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  out  of  the 
vessels  trading  to  our  ports  for  account  of  our  own  citizens  not  more 
than  1  in  10  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  this  state  of  facts, 
the  dearth  of  cotton,  in  Europe,  so  far  from  being  caused  by  the 
blockade,  is  due  solely  to  the  respect  which  neutral  powers  have 
yielded  to  the  proclamation  of  Mr.  Lincoln  interdicting  commerce 
with  our  coasts.  A  paper  blockade  is  as  effective  as  the  most  perfect 
circumvallation  by  powerful  fleets,  if  by  common  consent  it  is  to  be 
'  respected  as  such,  and  if  no  vessel  ever  attempts  to  cross  the  inter- 
dicted line.  It  is  known  that  strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  bv 
the  agents  of  the  United  States  to  create  abroad  the  impression  that 
this  Government  refuses  to  permit  the  exportation  of  the  products  of 
the  country,  with  a  view  to  extort  from  the  necessities  of  neutral 
powers,  that  acknowledgment  of  our  independence  which  they  would 
otherwise  decline  to  accord.  Without  affecting  indifference  to  our 
immediate  recognition  as  a  member  of  the  family  of  nations,  the 
President  knows  full  well  that  it  must  come  at  an  early  period  as  a 
concession  to  the  stern  logic  of  events;  that  our  abilitv  to  defend 
our  rights  by  force  of  arms  against  the  whole  power  of  the  United 
States  will  be  vindicated  in  a  manner  so  significant  as  to  challenge 
the  acknowledgment  of  mankind.  It  was  with  no  such  view  and 
with  no  such  end,  that  the  policy  of  refusing  to  accumulate  cotton  in 
our  ports  was  pursued.  The  absolute  r.ecessitv  of  this  policy  as  a 
measure  of  self-defense,  and  its  expediency  in  avoiding  useless  ex- 
penditure for  storage,  cartage,  insurance,'  and  other  Tike  charges 
on  produce  that  could  not  be  sold,  are  too  obvious  for  comment.  The 
truth  is  that  cotton  was  not  withheld  from  the  ports  until  Ion<J  after 
European  powers  had  indicated  their  intention  to  respect  Mr. 
Lincoln's  interdiction  of  their  commerce  with  the  South. 

The  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln  was  published  in  April 
18G1,  and  the  cotton  crop  of  the  season  could  not,  as  you  are  aware' 
be.  ready  for  market  earlier  than  September,  at  which  period  all  in- 
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tercourse  between  the  Confederate  States  and  Europe  had  ceased, 
except  by  such  vessels  as  were  owned  by  the  people  of  this  Confed- 
eracy. Europe  is  without  cotton  because  Europe  does  not  choose  to 
send  for  cotton,  and  we  have  no  means  of  sending  it.  We  invite 
neutral  powers,  and  England  in  particular,  to  come  for  our  cotton, 
and  it  will  be  gladly  furnished  in  exchange  for  her  manufactures. 
If  she  prefers  buying  it  with  gold,  the  choice  is  hers.  But  when  we 
tender  the  most  perfect  freedom  of  navigation  (even  in  our  coasting 
trade  so  long  monopolized  in  the  North)  and  not  a  vessel  from  neutral 
Europe  enters  our  ports  unless  owned  or  chartered  by  our  people,  and 
when  we  send  abroad  all  the  cotton  for  which  we  can  furnish  trans- 
portation, the  suggestion  so  artfully  insinuated  by  Northern  agents 
that  cotton  is  kept  back  for  the  purpose  of  coercing  foreign  powers 
into  any  particular  line  of  policy  can  scarcely  find  credence  with  the 
enlightened  cabinet  of  St.  James.  It  is  hoped  that  if  any  such  impres- 
sion has  been  created,  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  removing  it,  and 
in  placing  the  policy  of  this  Government  on  its  only  true  grounds. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  emboldened  by  the  apparent 
approval  of  the  European  powers,  has  recently  taken  still  further 
action  in  violation  of  their  rights  and  those  of  a  neighboring  neutral 
nation.  The  river  which  forms  the  boundary  between  the  Confed- 
erate States  and  Mexico,  is  the  inlet  through  which  passed  the  com- 
merce of  the  Mexican  port  of  Matamoras.  The  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States  are  now  lying  off  the  month  of  the  Rio  Grande  and 
blockading  the  commerce  carried  on  by  France,  England,  and  other 
European  nations  with  the  town  of  Matamoras.  By  a  letter  recently 
received  at  the  Department  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Quintero,  our  commercial 
agent  at  Matamoras,  of  which  an  extract  is  herewith  forwarded,  you 
will  perceive  that  not  only  is  the  blockade  openly  enforced,  but  that 
the  naval  officer  in  command  of  the  blockading  sloop  of  war  has 
declared  that  cotton  exported  from  Matamoras  is  contraband. 
Surely  the  license  of  unbridled  power  has  never  before  been  carried 
to  such  extravagant  excess.  I  need  not  remind  you  that  even  the 
fleets  of  France  and  England,  able  when  combined  to  sweep  from  the 
seas  all  other  naval  forces,  respected  in  the  recent  war  against  Russia 
the  right  of  neutrals  to  trade  with  that  country  by  sending  merchan- 
dise through  neutral  ports  for  land  transportation  into  Russia.  The 
principle  that  commercial  intercourse  through  interior  communica- 
tion between  a  blockaded  and  a  neutral  port  is  no  breach  of  a  purely 
maritime  blockade,  is  recognized  and  received  throughout  the  civilized 
world.  The  language  of  Mr.  Phillimore  is  so  pointed  on  this  entire 
subject,  and  so  fully  borne  out  by  the  adjudicated  cases  that  I  beg 
specially  to  direct  your  attention  to  it. 

The  carriage  of  goods  through  the  medium  of  interior  communication  from 
;:  blockaded  to  a  neutral  port  is  no  breach  of  a  purely  maritime  blockade,  and 
K«nids  so  transmitted  can  not  be  seized  on  their  passage  from  the  neutral  port 
1o  a  lawful  port  by  reason  of  their  having  so,  as  they  certainly  have,  defeated 
(lie  object  of  the  blockade.  It  is  included  in  the  very  notion,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  of  a  legal  blockade,  that  the  besieging  force  can  apply  its  power 
1o  every  point  of  the  blockaded  state.  If  it  can  not,  it  is  no  blockade  of  that 
(luarter  where  its  power  can  not  be  brought  to  bear.  The  nature  of  a  merely 
maritime  blockade  must  always  expose  it  to  the  possibility  of  the  partial  de- 
fenf  of  its  intention  and  operation ;  and  upon  this  principle  goods  sent  from 
blockaded  Amsterdam  and  unhlockaded  Rotterdam  and  neutral  Enilxlen  were 
not  allowed  during  the  last  war,  to  be  seized  for  breach  of  blockade.  (3  Phil., 
p.  404.) 
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It  is  reported  through  the  newspapers  and  believed  to  be  true, 
that  in  addition  to  the  English  steamer  loaded  with  cotton,  and 
specified  in  Mr.  Quintero's  letter,  quite  a  fleet  of  French,  Spanish, 
and  English  trading  vessels  are  held  under  the  guns  of  the  Ports- 
mouth and  forbidden  to  send  their  cargoes  in  lighters  to  Matamoras, 
according  to  the  usual  course  of  delivery  of  cargo  at  that  port,  unless 
bond  be  first  given  that  the  goods  shall  not  be  passed  through  interior 
communications  to  the  Confederate  States. 

The  President  can  not  believe  that  when  such  open  and  repeated 
violations  of  the  rights  of  the  English  people  to  trade  through 
neutral  ports ;  and  with  unblockaded  ports  of  the  Confederate  States 
shall  be  made  manifest  to  her  Majesty's  Government,  it  will  deem  it 
just  to  give  to  them  that  implied  sanction  which  results  from  ac- 
quiescence. The  President  trusts  that  you  will  not  fail  to  press  the 
whole  subject  upon  the  attention  of  Earl  Russell  at  the  earliest  favor- 
able opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States,  etc.,  London. 

P.  S. — Since  the  date  of  this  dispatch  additional  returns  of  vessels 
entering  at  and  clearing  from  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  have 
been  received  which  are  also  forwarded  herewith. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  April  8,  1862. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  Department  is  still  without 
any  communication  from  you  although  it  is  not  doubted  that  you 
must  have  more  than  once  forwarded  dispatches  by  such  means  of 
conveyance  as  you  have  been  able  to  discover.* 

******  * 

The  President  trusts  that  you  will  not  fail  to  impress  the  whole 
subject  upon  the  attention  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  at  the  earliest  favorable 
opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  John  Slidell, 

Paris,  France. 


No.  3.]  Department  or  State, 

Richmond,  April  12,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  interests  of  the 
Confederacy  require  a  more  liberal  appropriation  of  the  funds  of  the 

*  Matter  omitted  is  contained  in  preceding  letter  of  same  date  to  James  M. 
Mason,  commissioner,  at  London. 
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Department  in  our  foreign  service.  With  enemies  so  active,  so  un- 
scrupulous, and  with  a  system  of  deception  so  thoroughly  organized 
as  that  now  established  by  them  abroad,  it  becomes  absolutely  essen- 
tial that  no  means  be  spared  for  the  dissemination  of  truth  and  for 
a  fair  exposition  of  our  condition  and  policy  before  foreign  nations. 
It  is  not  wise  to  neglect  public  opinion,  nor  prudent  to  leave  to  the 
voluntary  interposition  of  friends  often  indiscreet,  the  duty  of  vin- 
dicating our  country  and  the  cause  before  the  tribunal  of  civilized 
man.  The  President  shares  these  views,  and  I  have  therefore,  with  his 
assent  and  under  his  instructions,  appointed  Edwin  de  Leon,  esq., 
formerly  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at  Alexandria,  confi- 
dential agent  of  the  Department,  and  he  has  been  supplied  with 
$25,000  as  a  secret-service  fund  to  be  used  by  him  in  the  manner 
he  may  deem  most  judicious,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent 
for  the  special  purpose  of  enlightening  public  opinion  in  Europe 
through  the  press.  Mr.  de  Leon  possesses  to  a  high  degree  the  con- 
fidence of  the  President  as  a  man  of  discretion,  ability,  and  thorough 
devotion  to  our  cause.  He  will  bear  to  you  this  dispatch  and  I  trust 
you  will  give  to  him  on  all  occasions  the  benefit  of  your  counsel,  and 
impart  to  him  all  information  you  may  think  it  expedient  to  make 
public,  so  as  to  facilitate  him  in  obtaining  such  position  and  influence 
amongst  leading  journalists  and  men  of  letters  as  will  enable  him 
most  effectually  to  serve  our  cause  in  the  special  sphere  assigned 
to  him. 

A  subject  of  extreme  importance  to  us  is  the  organization  of  some 
means  of  communication  between  Europe  and  the  Confederacy.  On 
this  subject  I  have  addressed  Mr.  Slidell  at  length,  believing  his  posi- 
tion better  calculated  than  yours  to  succeed  in  obtaining  facilities 
from  the  dispatch  vessels  employed  by  the  European  Governments^ 
as  it  is  understood  that  in  France  the  principle  that  dispatches  are 
contraband  of  war  is  not  admitted  to  be  in  conformity  with  inter- 
national law.  The  subject  is  called  to  your  attention  in  the  hope 
that  j'ou  may  be  able  to  devise  some  means  of  private  conveyance, 
however  expensive,  by  which  we  may  overcome  the  great  disadvan- 
tage under  which  we  now  labor  in  this  respect.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  my  dispatch  of  this  date  to  Mr.  Slidell. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

There  is  an  aspect  in  which  the  question  of  our  recognition  by 
European  powers  may  be  viewed,  which  the  President  is  desirous 
should  be  placed  prominently  before  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs.  The  continuance  of  the  desolating  war- 
fare which  is  now  ravaging  this  country  is  attributable  in  no  small 
degree  to  the  attitude  of  neutral  nations  in  abstaining  from  the 
acknowledgment  of  our  independent  existence  as  a  nation  of  the 
earth.  The  heat  of  popular  passion,  which  in  the  Northern  Govern- 
ment controls  public  policy,  will  not  permit  their  rulers  to  enter- 
tain for  a  moment  the  idea  of  separation,  so  long  as  foreign  nations 
tacitly  assert  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States 
to  subjugate  the  South.  National  pride,  the  hatred  engendered  by 
this  war,  the  exasperation  of  defeat  in  their  cherished  hope  of  sub- 
duing the  South,  all  combine  to  render  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  powerless  to  accept  the  accomplished  fact  that  our  independ- 
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enee,  unless  sustained  by  the  aid  of  neutral  nations.  So  long  as 
England  as  well  as  the  other  neutral  powers  shall  continue  prac- 
tically to  assert,  as  they  now  do,  their  disbelief  of  our  ability  to 
maintain  our  Government,  what  probability  is  there  that  our  enemy 
will  fail  to  rely  on  that  very  fact  as  the  best  ground  for  hope  in  con- 
tinued hostilities  ? 

Without  intending  that  their  policy  should  be  thus  disastrous  in 
its  results,  it  can  not  be  doubted,  on  reflection,  that  the  delay  of  the 
neutral  powers  in  recognizing  the  nationality  of  the  South  is  exert- 
ing a  very  powerful  influence  in  preventing  the  restoration  of  peace 
on  this  continent,  and  in  thus  injuriously  affecting  vast  interests  of 
their  own  which  depend  for  prosperity  and  even  for  existence  on 
free  intercourse  with  the  South.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  our  recognition  would  l>e  the  signal  for  the  immediate  organiza- 
tion of  a  large  and  influential  party  in  the  Northern  States  favor- 
able to  putting  an  end  to  the  war.  It  would  be  considered  the  ver- 
dict of  an  impartial  jury  adverse  to  their  pretensions.  All  hope  of 
submission  from  a  nation  thus  recognized  by  the  leading  powers 
of  the  earth  would  be  felt  to  be  without  foundation,  and  thus  a  few 
words  emanating  from  her  Britannic  Majesty  would,  in  effect,  put 
an  end  to  a  struggle  which  desolates  our  country,  afflicts  mankind, 
and  which,  however  protracted,  has  for  its  only  possible  result  that 
very  recognition  which  she  has  now  the  power  to  grant  without 
detriment  to  any  interest  of  the  British  people  or  throne. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 


[Confidential.] 


No.  3.]  Department  or  State, 

Richmond,  April  12,  1862. 

Sib  :  A  reference  to  the  dispatches  of  my  precedessor  suggests  a 
doubt  whether  they  are  quite  so  definite  on  one  or  two  points  as  may 
be  desirable  in  order  to  place  you  fully  in  possession  of  the  Presi- 
dent's views. 

It  is,  of  course,  quite  impossible  at  this  distance  and  with  commu- 
nications so  imperfect  to  ascertain  precisely  the  extent  to  which  the 
Government  of  the  Emperor  may  be  committed  by  the  understand- 
ing reported  to  exist  between  France  and  England'  on  the  subject  of 
our  affairs.  There  are,  however,  certain  points  on  which  the  in- 
terests of  the  two  countries  are  so  distinct,  if  not  conflicting  that 
the  President  can  scarcely  suppose  his  Imperial  Majesty  so  far  to 
have  relinquished  his  right  of  independent  action  as  to  "be  entirely 
Precluded  from  entering  into  any  commercial  conventions  whatever. 
It.  therefore  this  impression  of  the  President  be  not  ill  founded 
you  may  perhaps  be  able  to  effect  negotiations  on  the  basis  of  certain 
commercial  advantages  to  be  accorded  to  the  French  people.  On 
this  hypothesis  I  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  views  of  this  Gov- 
ernment.    As  a  general  rule  it  is  undoubtedly  desirable  that  our 
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relations  with  all  countries  should  be  placed  on  the  same  common 
footing  that  our  commercial  intercourse  should  be  as  free  as  is  com- 
patible with  the  necessity  of  raising  revenue  from  moderate  ditties 
and  imports.  But  in  the  exceptional  position  which  we  now  occupy, 
struggling  for  existence  against  an  enemy  whose  vastly  superior  re- 
sources for  obtaining  the  material  of  war  place  us  at  great  disad- 
vantage, it  becomes  of  primary  importance  to  neglect  no  means  of 
opening  our  ports,  and  thereby  obtaining  the  articles  most  needed 
for  the  suppty  of  the  army.  If  therefore  by  a  convention  conceding 
to  the  French  Emperor  the  right  of  introducing  French  products 
into  this  country  free  of  duty  for  a  certain  defined  period  it  were 
possible  to  induce  his  abandonment  of  the  policy  hitherto  pursued 
of  acquiescence  in  the  interdiction  placed  by  the  Northern  Govern- 
ment on  commerce  with  these  States,  the  President  would  approve 
of  your  aetion  in  making  a  treaty  on  such  a  basis.  With  your  en-, 
larged  experience  of  public  affairs  and  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  resources  and  commercial  necessities  of  the  South,  the  President 
does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  detailed  instructions  in 
relation  to  the  terms  of  such  a  treaty. 

There  is,  however^  one  contingency  to  be  foreseen  on  which  you 
might  not  feel  at  liberty  to  commit  this  Government,  and  which  it 
is  therefore  proper  to  anticipate.  It  is  well  understood  that  there 
exists  at  present  a  temporary  embarrassment  in  the  finances  of 
France  which  might  have  the  effect  of  deterring  that  Government 
from  initiating;  a  policy  likely  to  superinduce  the  necessity  for  naval 
expeditions.  If  under  these  circumstances  you  should  after  cautious 
inquiry  be  able  to  satisfy  yourself  that  the  grant  of  a  subsidy  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  such  expeditions  would  suffice  for  remov- 
ing any  obstacle  to  an  arrangement  or  understanding  with  the  Em- 
peror, you  are  at  liberty  to  enter  into  engagements  to  that  effect.  In 
such  event  the  agreement  would  take  the  form  most  advantageous  to 
this  country  by  a  stipulation  to  deliver  on  this  side  a  certain  number 
of  bales  of  cotton  to  be  received  by  tlie  merchant  vessels  of  France 
at  certain  designated  ports.  In  this  manner  100.000  bales  of  cotton 
of  500  pounds  each,  costing  this  Government  but  $4,500,000,  would 
represent  a  grant  to  France  of  not  less  than  $12*500.000  or  francs 
63.000.000.  if  cotton  be  worth  as  we  suppose  not  less  than  25  cents  per 
pound  in  Europe.  Such  a  sum  would  maintain  afloat  a  considerable 
fleet  for  a  length  of  time  quite  sufficient  to  open  the  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  ports  to  the  commerce  of  France.  I  do  not  state  this  sum  as 
the  limit  to  which  you  would  lie  authorized  to  go  in  making  a  nego- 
tiation on  the  subjeet,  but  to  place  clearly  before  you  the  advantage 
which  would  result  in  stipulating  for  payment  in  cotton. 

Again,  vessels  sent  from  France  under  convoy  to  receive  the  cotton 
granted  as  a  subsidy  would,  of  course,  be  sent  with  cargoes  of  such 
merchandise  as  is  needed  in  the  Confederacy.  I  Now,  the  prices  of 
foreign  goods  are.  at  the  very  lowest,  two.  and  in  many  articles 
four  or  five  fold,  the  cost  in  Europe.  It  is  difficult  to  approximate 
the  amount  of  profit  that  would  accrue  from  such  a  shipment,  but 
it  ought  at  least  to  equal  that  on  the  cotton  taken  back,  so  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  cotton  granted  as  a  subsidy  and  the  profits  on  the 
cargoes  of  the  vessels  sent  to  receive  it  would  scarcely  fall  short  of 
100.000.000  francs.    On  this  basis  you  will  readily  perceive  the  ex- 
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tent  to  which  the  finances  of  France  might  find  immediate  and  per- 
manent relief  if  the  subsidy  were  doubled  and  the  enormous  advan- 
tages that  would  accrue  to  that  Government  if  by  thus  opening  one 
or  more  of  the  Southern  ports  to  its  own  commerce  the  interchange 
of  commodities  should  absorb  half  a  million  or  a  million  of  bales. 
If  it  should  be  your  good  fortune  to  succeed  in  this  delicate  and 
difficult  negotiation,  you  might  well  consider  that  practically  our 
struggle  would  have  been  brought  to  a  successful  termination,  for 
you  would,  of  course,  not  fail  to  make  provision  for  the  necessary 
supply  of  small  arms  and  powder  (especially  cannon  powder) ,  which 
alone  are  required  to  enable  us  to  confront  our  foes  triumphantly. 

I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  sufficient  sum  of  secret- 
service  money  has  not  hitherto  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  our 
diplomatic  agents  abroad.  With  enemies  so  active,  so  unscrupulous, 
.and  with  a  system  of  deception  so  thoroughly  organized  as  that  now 
established  by  them  abroad,  it  becomes  absolutely  essential  that  no 
means  be  spared  for  the  dissemination  of  truth  and  for  a  fair  exposi- 
tion of  our  condition  and  policy  before  foreign  nations.  It  is  not 
wise  to  neglect  public  opinion,  nor  prudent  to  leave  to  the  voluntary 
interposition  of  friends  often  indiscreet  the  duty  of  vindicating  our 
country  and  its  cause  before  the  tribunal  of  civilized  man.  The 
President  sharing  these  views  has  authorized  me  to  place  at  your 
disposal  —  thousand  dollars,  which  you  will  find  to  your  credit  with 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  which  you  will  use 
for  the  service  of  your  country  in  such  way  as  you  may  deem  most 
judicious,  with  special  view,  however,  to  the  necessity  of  the  enlight- 
enment of  public  opinion  in  Europe  through  the  press.  Another 
subject  of  extreme  importance  is  the  organization  of  some  means  of 
communication  between  Europe  and  this  Confederacy.  I  find  now 
established  a  line  of  communication  by  a  French  vessel  of  war  which 
makes  semimonthly  trips  between  Norfolk  and  New  York,  but  the 
Northern  Government  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  instructions  to 
the  French  officers  to  refuse  receiving  any  other  than  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  French  officials. 

The  right  of  a  neutral  nation  to  diplomatic  communication  with 
a  belligerent,  and  to  unofficial  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  a 
nation  not  yet  recognized  is  one  which  finds  support  in  reason,  and 
which  can  not  be  denied  without  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  neutral 
power.  During  thd  period  which  may  elapse  before  our  final  and 
formal  admission  into  the  family  of  nations,  French  interests  are 
involved  both  here  and. in  France.  On  what  ground  shall  France  be 
forbidden  by  one  arrogant  belligerent  to  receive  communications 
from  the  other?  Why  shall  France  not  be  allowed  to  hear  what  we 
have  to  say  and  to  communicate  what  she  wishes  to  address  to  us? 
And  if,  instead  of  addressing  our  communications  directly  to  his 
Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs  we  prefer  .making  them 'through 
you.  on  what  principle  shall  the  United  States  interfere?  The  doc- 
trine that  dispatches  are  contraband  of  war  was  brought  somewhat 
under  review  in  your  own  case,  and  failed  to  stand  the  test  of  analy- 
sis. It  seems  to  have  originated,  or  at  least  to  have  been  effectually 
asserted,  only  by  Great  Britain  at  a  period  when  she  carried  to  the 
extreme  her  pretensions  as  a  belligerent  against  neutrals.  However 
plausibly  defended  by  the  genius  of  Lord  Stowell,  the  principle  has 
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taken  no  deep  root  in  international  law.  In  France  I  do  not  under- 
stand it  to  have  been  recognized,  and  in  the  remarkable  analyses 
published  by  Mr.  Hautefeuille  of  the  principles  involved  in  the 
seizure  of  the  Trent,  that  eminent  publicist  enters  his  solemn  protest 
against  the  doctrine  in  these  words. 

Before  passing  to  the  last  question  we  must  be  allowed  to  protest  against  . 
the  claim  set  up  by  the  Americans  to  regard  as  contraband  of  war  the  transport 
of  dispatches,  and  consequently  to  maintain  that  the  seizure  of  the  Trent 
would  have  been  justified  by  the  fact  of  its  having  on  board  dispatchesof  the 
Confederate  Government.  This  claim,  which  has  always  been  upheld  by  Eng- 
land and  which  is  at  the  present  moment  avowed  by  English  journals,  is  com- 
pletely opposed  to  all  the  principles  of  international  law. 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  hoped,  that  proper  representations  to 
Mr.  Thouvenel  may  be  effectual  hi  inducing  the  transmission  of  in- 
struction to  the  French  consul  here  authorizing  our  dispatches  to  be 
forwarded  through  the  French  dispatch  vessel.  If  this  be  impracti- 
cable you  may  perhaps  be  able  to  devise  some  other  means  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  object,  and  your  attention  is  specially  di- 
rected to  it. 

The  question  of  our  recognition  by  European  powers  is  in  certain 
aspects  quite  as  important  as  the  withdrawal  of  the  blockade.  If  the 
latter  would  enable  us  to  drive  the  invaders  from  our  soil  by  force 
of  arms,  the  former  would  by  its  moral  effect  probably  produce  an 
earlier  peace.  If  you  find  then  that  it  would  be  more  feasible  to  use 
the  discretion  vested  in  you  to  procure  a  recognition  than  to  raise 
the  blockade,  you  are  to  consider  yourself  authorized  to  use  the 
same  means  as  are  placed  at  your  disposal  for  raising  the  blockade. 
In  any  observation  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  make  to  the 
French  Government  on  this  subject  you  will  not  fail  to  present  to 
their  attention  that  the  continuance  of  this  war  is  attributable  in 
no  small  degree  to  the  attitude  of  European  powers  in  abstaining 
from  the  acknowledgment  of  our  independent  existence  as  a  nation 
of  the  earth.  The  heat  of  popular  passion,  which  in  .the  Northern 
Government  controls  public  policy,  will  not  permit  their  rulers  to 
entertain  for  a  moment  the  idea  of  separation,  so  long  as  foreign 
nations  tacitly  assert  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United 
States  to  subjugate  the  South. 

National  pride,  the  hatred  engendered  by  this  war,  the  exasperation 
of  defeat  in  their  cherished  hope  of  subduing  the  South  all  combine 
to  render  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln  powerless  to  accept  the 
accomplished  fact  of  our  independence,  unless  sustained  by  the  aid 
of  neutral  nations.  So  long  as  France,  as  well  as  the  other  neutral 
powers,  shall  continue  practically  to  assert,  as  they  now  do,  their  dis- 
belief of  our.  ability  to  maintain  our  Government,  what  probability 
is  there  that  our  enemy  will  fail  to  rely  on  that  very  fact  as  the 
best  ground  for  hope  in  continued  hostilities?  Without  intending 
that  their  policy  should  be  thus  disastrous  in  its  results,  it  can  not  be 
doubted  on  reflection,  that  the  delay  of  the  neutral  powers  in  recog- 
nizing the  nationality  of  the  South  is  exerting  a  very  powerful  in- 
fluence in  preventing  the  restoration  of  peace  on  this  continent ;  and 
in  thus  injuriously  affecting  vast  interests  of  their  own  which  depend 
for  prosperity  and  even  for  existence  on  free  intercourse  with  the 
South.     There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  our  recognition  would 
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be  the  signal  for  the  immediate  organization  of  a  large  and  influential 
party  in  the  Northern  States  favorable  to  putting  an  end  to  the  war. 
It  would  be  considered  the  verdict  of  an  impartial  jury  adverse  to 
their  pretensions.  All  hope  of  submission  from  a  nation  thus  recog- 
nized by  the  leading  powers  of  the  earth  would  be  felt  to  be  without 
foundation  and  thus  a  few  words  emanating  from  his  Imperial 
Majesty  would  in  effect  put  an  end  to  a  struggle  which  desolates  our 
country,  afflicts  mankind,  and  which  however  protracted  has  for  its 
only  possible  result  that  very  recognition  which  he  has  now  the  power 
to  grant  without  detriment  to  any  interest  of  the  French  people  or 
throne. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  this  dispatch  is  entirely  confidential. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris. 

P.  S. — Since  closing  this  dispatch  it  has  occurred  to  the  President 
that  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  have  a  confidential  agent  in  Europe 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  views  above  expressed  in  relation 
to  the  public  press.  He  has  therefore  appointed  Edwin  de  Leon, 
esq.,  formerly  IT.  S.  consul-general  at  Alexandria,  in  whose  ability, 
discretion,  and  entire  devotion  to  our  cause  he  has  entire  confidence, 
and  has  supplied  him  with  $25,000,  as  a  secret-service  fund  to  be  used 
by  him  for  the  special  purpose  of  obtaining  the  insertion  in  the  public 
journals  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent  such  articles  as  may  be 
useful  in  enlightening  public  opinion  in  relation  to  this  country.  Mr. 
de  Leon  will  bear  you  this  dispatch,  and  I  trust  you  give  him  on  all 
occasions  the  benefit  of  your  counsels  and  impart  to  him  all  informa- 
tion you  may  deem  it  expedient  to  make  public,  so  as  to  facilitate  him 
in  obtaining  sueh  position  and  influence  amongst  leading  journalists 
and  men  of  letters  as  will  enable  him  most  effectually  to  serve  our 
cause  in  the  special  sphere  assigned  to  him. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  April  13, 1862. 

I  wish  to  send  a  special  agent  abroad  by  the  Theodora.    When  will 

she  leave  ?     Do  not  permit  her  to  depart  without  my  agent. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

„  ,  T  _     ,  Secretary  of  State. 

(renerai  Joseph  E.  Anderson, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 


■"°-  *■]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  April  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Just  as  I  was  on  the  eve  of  dispatching  Mr.  de  Leon,  who 

leaves  to-morrow  morning,  I  received  your  Nos.  2  and  3  per  South- 

wiefc.    No  1  was  previously  received  as  I  now  find  by  hands  of  Mr 

l  ancey.    As  your  dispatches  bear  date  on  7th  February,  a  very  few 
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days  after  your  arrival  in  London,  I  find  nothing  to  render  it  neces- 
sary to  alter  the  tenor  of  the  instructions  Nos.  2  and  3  prepared  under 
the  President's  direction  for  your  guidance.  I  trust  soon. to  get 
later  intelligence  from  you. 

The  Southwick  arrived  in  Nassau  safely,  and  her  cargo  has  been 
divided  between  several  small  steamers,  one  of  which  attempted  to 
run  into  a  Southern  port,  but  finding  .the  blockaders  too  vigilant,  she 
merely  landed  a  passenger  (Mr.  Halfmann,  of  Montgomery)  on  the 
beach,  and  he  brought  us  the  dispatch  box  this  morning.  The  ves- 
sel then  put  to  sea  again.  I  hope  soon  to  hear  of  the  safe  arrival  of 
the  cargo. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 


Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 


Secretary  of  State. 


No.  5.]  Department  or  State, 

Richmond,  April  l\,  1862. 

Sie  :  I  take  advantage  of  a  delay  in  the  departure  of  Mr.  de  Leon 
who  bears  my  dispatches  to  Europe  to  add  to  the  narrative  contained 
in  my  dispatch  No.  1  of  the  events  of  the  war  up  to  the  present  date. 

I  have  unfeigned  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  on  the  6th  in- 
stant, our  army  in  western  Tennessee  obtained  a  signal  triumph  over 
the  Federal  forces,  in-  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Shiloh.  The  village 
of  Shiloh  is  situated  about  3  miles  southwest  from  the  town  of  Pitts- 
burg on  the  Tennessee  River.  By  reference  to  your  map,  you  will 
find  Savannah  on  the  Tennessee,  and  Pittsburg  is  about  4  miles 
south  of  Savannah. 

The  details  of  the  battle  are  still  too  imperfect  to  enable  me  to 
give  you  as  accurate  a  statement  as  I  would  desire.  It  is  known, 
however,  that  early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  our  forces 
attacked  the  enemy's  entrenchments  and  after  10  hours'  hard  fight- 
ing routed  him  completely,  driving  him  in  disorder  to  the  refuge 
of  his  gunboats  and  capturing  a  large  number  of  guns,  small  arms, 
and  prisoners.  The  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  captured  is  vari- 
ously stated  at  from  70  to  90,  probably  the  smaller  number. 

Three  thousand  prisoners,  including  General  Prentiss  and  nearly 
200  commissioned  officers,  have  already  been  sent  to  Tuscaloosa,  in 
Alabama,  for  safe-keeping,  and  it  is  believed  at  least  an  equal  number 
remains  to  be  forwarded.  The  number  of  small  arms  taken  exceeds 
10,000.  It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  the  importance  of  this  victory, 
which  has  put  a  disastrous  check  on  any  advance  of  the  enemy  down 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

On  the  7th  the  enemy,  largely  reinforced  during  the  night  by  the 
junction  of  General  Buell's  corps  of  30,000  men,  commenced  a  vigor- 
ous attack  on  our  victoriotis  but  exhausted  forces,  but  after  three 
separate  assaults,  which  were  repulsed  with  desperate  determination, 
the  enemy  were  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  field,  our  troops 
retiring  at  the  same  time  to  their  previous  position,  but  retaining 
the  great  mass  of  captured  stores,  supplies,  etc.,  which  fell  into  our 
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hands  on  the  6th.  General  Van  Dorn's  forces,  amounting  to  15,000 
men,  have  just  joined  our  army  in  Tennessee,  thus  bringing  it. some- 
what nearer  equality  with  the  forces  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  inform  you  that  the  victory  of  the 
6th  was  dearly  paid  for  by  the  loss  of  the  commanding  general,  A.  S. 
Johnston,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  a  column  which  he  was  leading  to 
the  charge  in  person. 

Telegraphic  dispatches  inform  us  this  morning  of  the  fall  of  Fort 
Pulaski.  This  fort,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  River,  was  of 
some  value  in  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  but  the  real  and 
formidable  line  of  fortifications  which  defend  that  city  at  and  around 
Fort  Jackson  are  untouched  and  we  hope  will  prove  impregnable  to 
any  force  the  enemy  can  bring  to  bear  against  it. 

We  also  learn  this  morning  of  the  fall  of  Island  No.  10. 

It  was  taken  by  an  attack  in  the  rear,  which  the  enemy  were  en- 
abled to  make  by  floating  three  of  their  ironclad  gunboats  down  the 
river  in  a  stormy  night  and  thus  enabling  the  land  forces  of  the 
enemy  to  cross  under  cover  of  their  guns.  The  island  has  served  a 
very  valuable  purpose  in  delaying  the  progress  of  the  enemy  until 
our  defense  could  be  thoroughly  completed  at  Fort  Pillow,  near  Ran- 
dolph, Tenn.,  and  although  its  loss  is  felt  by  us,  it  is  far  from  having 
given  the  enemy  control  of  the  river  or  the  ability  to  descend  to 
Memphis. 

We  have  three  or  four  iron  steamers  superior  to  the  Virginia  (for 
they  combine  with  her  shot-proof  shield  a  light  draft  of  water  and 
the  ability  to  go  to  sea)  that  we  expect  to  have  in  action  in  less  than 
30  days.  One  is  nearly  ready  and  has  probably  left  New  Orleans 
already  for  Memphis.  We  rely  greatly  on  these  vessels  for  sweeping 
away  the  wooden  ships,  gunboats,  and  transports  of  the  enemy.  I 
trust  you  will  soon  hear  a  good  account  of  them. 

Congress  will  probably  adjourn  this  week. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 


No.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  April  14,  1862. 
[Same  as  No.  5,  to  Mr.  Mason,  London.] 
Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris. 


No.  5-]  Paris,  April  U,  1862. 

Sir  :  My  last  dispatch  was  of  26th  March.  You  will  find  by  the 
following  notes  of  certain  conversations,  portions  of  which  I  have 
thought  proper  to  put  in  cipher,  that  our  affairs  here  are  assuming 
a  more  cheerful  aspect,  but,  of  course,  much,  if  not  everything,  will 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  intelligence  we  may  receive  within 
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the  next  three  or  four  weeks  of  our  military  operations  in  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  and  on  the  Mississippi.  Decided  successes  of  our  arms 
would  insure  early  recognition;  the  failure  of  the  enemy  to  make 
any  serious  impression  on  our  forces  in  those  quarters  would.  I 
think,  lead  to  the  same  result.  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  letter  I  addressed  to  M.  Persigny,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied 
my  No.  3,  induced  the  second  representation  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, which  you  will  find  spoken  of  in  the  annexed  memorandum. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure] 
MEMORANDUM   OF  niSIWTCTI   NO.    5. 

Mr.  Lindsay  on  Friday,  11  April,  had  by  appointment  an  inter- 
view with  the  Emperor,  having  received  on  the  previous  evening  a 
note  from  Mocquard,  his  private  secretary,  inviting  his  presence  at 
the  Tuileries  at  1  p.  m.  The  Emperor  said  to  Mr.  [Win.  S.]  Lind- 
say that  he  had  been  led  to  desire  the  interview  by  M.  Thouvenel, 
having  been  informed  by  Mr.  ["Eugene]  Rouher,  minister  of  com- 
merce, of  a  conversation  which  he  had  that  morning  with  Lindsay. 
sVfter  some  preliminary  conversation  about  the  navigation  laws  of 
[France,  the  scheme  of  establishing  a  line  of  steamers  from  Bordeaux 
jto  New  Orleans,  under  the  patronage  of  the  French  Government, 
was  spoken  of.  and  this,  of  course,  led  to  the  American  question. 
Mr.  Lindsay  spoke  of  the  Federal  blockade  as  being  ineffectual  and 
not  in  accordance  with  the  fourth  article  of  the  declaration  of  the 
congress  of  Paris  and  mentioned  facts  in  support  of  his  opinion. 
The  Emperor  fully  concurred  in  Mr.  L.'s  opinion  and  said  he  woidd 
long  since  have  declared  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  and  taken 
the  necessary  steps  to  put  an  end  to  it,  but  that  he  could  not  obtain 
the  concurrence  of  the  English  ministry  and  that  he  had  been  and 
was  still  unwilling  to  act  without  it;  that  M.  Thouvenel  had  twice 
addressed  to  the  British  Government,  through  the  ambassador  at 
London,  representations  to  that  effect,  but  that  no  definite  response 
had  been  elicited. 

The  dates  of  these  representations  were  not  mentioned  by  the 
Emperor,  but  Mr.  Rouher  had  said  to  Mr.  Lindsay  that  the  first 
had  been  made  during  the  past  summer,  say  in  June,  and  the  other 
about  four  weeks  ago.  Mr.  L.  then  adverted  to  the  present  suffer- 
ings of  the  laboring  classes  of  France  and  England,  mainly  caused 
by  the  interruption  of  the  supply  of  cotton  from  the  Confederate 
States,  sufferings  which  even  now  were  calculated  to  excite  very 
serious  apprehensions  in  both  countries,  but  which  were  from  week 
to  week  becoming  more  aggravated,  and  which  in  two  or  three 
months  would  become  absolutely  intolerable.  That  the  time  for 
action  had  arrived,  for  if  the  remedy  were  not  soon  applied,  very 
serious  consequences  might  be  anticipated.  To  all  these  remarks  the 
Emperor  gave  his  most  unqualified  assent,  but  asked  what  was  to 
be  done?  Mr.  L.  said  that  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States 
would  do  much  to  mitigate  the  danger;  that  if  the  two  powers  were 
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not  prepared  to  act  immediately,  some  other  neutral  nations  might 
take  the  initiative,  and  that  being  thus  taken.  France  and  England 
might  invoke  the  example  and  follow  it.  He  named  especially  Spain 
and  Belgium,  but  the  Emperor  replied  that  he  did  not  think  Spain 
■would  be  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  putting  herself  in 
the  breach,  and  that  as  to  Belgium.  England  was  the  proper  power 
to  make  the  suggestion.  Mi'.  L.  then  went  on  to  say  that  not  only 
the  interests  of  Europe  required  the  war  to  be  put  an  end  to.  but 
that  every  principle  of  humanity  demanded  prompt  intervention  to 
stop  so  dreadful  an  effusion  of  blood  and  the  mutual  exhaustion  of 
both  parties;  that  everybody  who  knew  anything  of  the  feeling  of 
hostility  between  the  two  sections  was  convinced  that  the  Union 
could  not  be  restored  and  that  even  if  the  South  were  overrun  she 
could  never  be  subjugated.  That  she  was  carrying  on  a  most  unequal 
contest,  rendered  still  more  unequal  by  the  submission  of  neutral 
powers  to  an  inefficient  blockade:  that  while  professing  to  be  neutral 
they  were  not  so  in  fact,  as  the  Northern  States  were  receiving  un- 
limited supplies  of  arms,  munitions  of  war,  clothing,  and  of  every 
article  necessary  for  the  support  of  their  armies,  while  the  South  was 
effectually  cut  off  from  supplies  of  every  kind,  which,  being  a  purely 
agricultural  people,  they  could  not  manufacture  for  themselves. 

To  these  remarks  the  Emperor  also  fully  assented.  Mr.  L.  went 
on  to  say  that  the  North  was  not  making  war,  as  many  pretended, 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  but  to  subjugate  the  South  in  order  to  re- 
establish their  protective  tariff  and  to  restore  their  monopoly  «* 
Southern  markets.  That  for  proof  of  this  assertion  it  was  onl 
necessary  to  refer  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  inaugural  and  messages,  th 
proclamations  of  his  generals,  and  to  the  continued  existence  o. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  Lincoln  misrht  have  put 
an  end  to  a  year  ago.  That  he  knew  many  Northern  men  and  had 
a  very  extensive  correspondence  with  them,  and  that  all  agreed  that 
not  one  Xorthern  man  in  ten  desired  the  abolition  of  slavery,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  they  knew  it  would  be  destructive  of  their 
own  interests.  The  Emperor  said  that  he  believed  that  this  was  a 
true  statement  of  the  case:  what  then  was  to  be  done?  He  could  not 
again  address  the  English  ministry  through  the  official  channels 
without  some  reason  to  believe  that  his  representations  would  re- 
ceive a  favorable  response.  That  for  that  reason  he  had  been  de- 
sirous to  see  Mr.  Lindsay.  That  he  was  prepared  to  act  promptly 
and  decidedly.  That  he  would  at  once  dispatch  a  formidable  fleet 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  if  England  would  send  an  equal 
force.  That  they  would  demand  free  ejrress  and  inaress  for  their 
merchantmen  with  their  cargoes  of  goods  and  supplies  of  cotton 
which  were  essential  to  the  world.  The  Emperor  said  that  while  he 
had  always  deplored  the  civil  war  in  America,  he  had  carefully  re- 
trained from  any  interference  in  this  domestic  quarrel.  That  so 
ong  as  the  interests  of  France  wre  not  too  greatly  compromised,  he 
had  adhered  to  this  policy:  but  when  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Government  produced  such  mischievous  results  as  were  now  ap- 
parent, he  felt  compelled  to  protect  the  interests  of  France 
.  i  hat  he  had  from  the  first  considered  the  restoration  of  the  Union 
impossible,  and  for  that  reason  had  deprecated  the  continuation  of 
a  contest  which  could  not  lead  to  anv  other  result  than  separation 
He  authorized  Mr.  L.  to  make  this  statement  to  Lord  Cowley  and  to 
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ascertain  whether  he  would  recommend  the  course  indicated  to  his 
Government.  Ke  asked  Mr.  L.  to  defer  his  intended  departure  for 
London  until  Sunday  night,  and  fixed  Sunday.  11  a.  m.,  for  a 
further  interview,  so  that  he  might  communicate  the  result  of  his 
conversation  with  Lord  Cowley.  Mr.  L.  reported  on  Sunday.  13th 
instant,  to  the  Emperor  the  details  of  the  conversation  he  had  with 
Lord  Cowley,  the  substance  of  which  was  that  he  did  not  think  his 
Government  was  prepared  to  act  at  present,  that  the  proper  moment 
for  action  had  passed,  and  further  developments  should  he  waited 
for.  The  Emperor  was  even  more  emphatic  than  on  Friday  in  the 
expression  of  his  opinions:  he  requested  Mr.  L.  to  see  Lords  Russell 
and  Palmerston  and  communicate  to  them  everything  that  had 
passed:  he  seemed  much  dissatisfied  with  the  course  of  England.  He 
also  wished  Mr.  L.  to  see  Lord  Derby  and  Mr.  Disraeli,  not  as  com- 
ing from  him.  because  it  would  not  be  proper  to  addres-  himself  to 
the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  but  that  they  might  be  informed  of 
his  views  and  wishes.  He  asked  Mr.  L.  to  inform  himself  fully  of  the 
intentions  of  Lord  Russell,  etc.,  and  to  return  as  soon  as  possible 
to  give  him  the  result.  He  said  he  did  not  desire  to  be  embarrassed 
by  the  forms  and  delays  of  diplomacy,  as  he  felt  the  necessity  for 
immediate  action.  Mr.  L.  inferred  more  from  his  manner  than 
from  what  he  said,  that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  his  present  position, 
which  made  his  action  subordinate  to  the  policy  of  England,  and 
-Afaat  he  might  be.  disposed  tu  act  alone. 


..„.  G.]  Paris.  April  JS,  ISC'. 

Sin:  Referring  you  to  my  No.  5  of  the  14th  instant,  I  have  now  to 
report  that  Mr.  Lindsay  returned  here  yesterday,  and  to-day  saw  the 
Emperor.  Lord  Russell  in  response  to  a  note  which  Mr.  Lindsay 
had  addressed  to  him.  stating  that  he  was  charged  with  an  important 
message  from  the  Emperor,  said  that  he  could  receive  no  communica- 
tions from  a  foreign  power  excepting  through  the  regular  diplo- 
matic channels.  The  tone  of  this  response  was  flippant,  although 
intended  to  be  sarcastic.  Mr.  Lindsay  saw  Mr.  Disraeli,  who  ex- 
pressed great  interest  in  our  affairs,  and  fully  concurred  in  the  views 
of  the  Emperor:  he  said  that  he  had  the  best  reason  to  believe  that 
a  secret  understanding  existed  between  Lord  Russell  and  Mr.  Seward, 
that  England  would  respect  the  Federal  blockade  and  withhold  our 
recognition.  That  if  France  would  take  the  initiative  any  course 
she  miglit  adopt  to  put  an  end  to  the  present  state  of  American 
affairs  would  undoubtedly  be  supported  by  a  large  majority  in 
Parliament,  and.  knowing  this.  Lord  Russell  would  give  a  reluctant 
assent  to  avoid  what  would  otherwise  certainly  follow — a  change  of 
ministry.  Mr.  Lindsay,  of  course,  related  to  the  Emperor  all  that 
had  passed.  He  is  more  dissatisfied  than  ever,  repeating  what  he 
had  said  in  his  previous  conversations,  and  what  I  had  forgotten 
to  put  in  my  notes  of  them,  to  wit.  that  since  M.  Thouvenel's  note  to 
M.  Mercier.  on  the  affair  of  the  Trent.  England,  instead  of  appreciat- 
ing his  friendly  offices,  as  he  had  a  right  to  expect,  seemed  to  be 
less  disposed  to  act  cordially  with  him:  that  Lord  Russell  had  dealt 
unfairly  with  him  in  sending  to  Lord  Lyons  copies  of  his  representa- 
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tions  made  through  the  minister  at  London  on  the  subject  of  Ameri- 
can affairs,  and  which  had  been  made  known  to  Seward. 

He  heard  Mr.  Lindsay's  notes  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Benjamin 
Disraeli  with  great  pleasure,  and  seemed  particularly  struck  with 
what  he  had  said  about  the  private  understanding  between  Seward 
and  Lord  Russell  as  affording  a  key  to  what  he  had  not  before  been 
able  to  comprehend,  and  with  the  suggestion  that  if  he  were  to  act 
alone.  Earl  Russell  would  be  compelled  soon  to  follow  his  example. 
He  repeated  that  while  he  desired  to  preserve  a  strict  neutrality,  he 
could  not  consent  that  his  people  should  continue  to  suffer  from  the 
action  of  the  Federal  Government.  He  thought  that  the  best  course 
would  be  to  make  a  friendly  appeal  to  it.  either  alone  or  concur- 
rently with  England,  to  open  the  ports,  but  to  accompany  the  appeal 
with  a  proper  demonstration  of  force  on  our  coasts,  and  should  the 
appeal  appear  to  his  minister  likely  to  be  ineffectual,  to  back  it  by 
a  declaration  of  his  purpose  not  to  respect  the  blockade.  The 
taking  of  New  Orleans,  which  he  did  not  anticipate,  might  render 
it  inexpedient  to  act:  that  he  would  not  decide  at  once,  but  would 
wait  for  some  days  for  further  intelligence;  but  the  impression  of 
Mr.  Lindsay,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conversation,  is  that  he 
will  not  long  allow  the  question  to  remain  unsettled.  The  Emperor 
said  to  Mr.  L.  that  he  wished  that  what  had  passed  between  them 
should  not  become  public,  and  I  have  therefore  to  beg  that  this  and 
my  preceding  dispatch  should  be  known  to  as  few  persons  aa- 
possible.  ■•;*:'. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  procure  petitions  from  the  chamb<=$$' 
of  commerce  of  the  principal  cities  asking  the  intervention  of  tap 
Emperor  to  restore  commercial  relations  with  the  Southern  States. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell,. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  April  IS,  JS02. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  vour  favor  of 
11th  instant.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the  owners  of  the  powder 
per  Vaiiilerhilt  have  any  other  vouchers  for  the  claim  they  present 
than  those  submitted  to  you.  and  I  beg  to  suggest  that  vou  should 
inform  them  as  promptly  as  possible  of  what  further  evidence  you 
require,  as  T  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  thev  are  entitled  to  the 
amount  claimed  by  them. 

So  far  as  the  delivery  to  General  Hebert  is  concerned,  I  was 
officially  informed  by  General  Lovell  when  I  was  Secretary  of  War 
that  General  Hebert  had  taken  half  of  the  cargo  of  the  Yandcrbilt, 
and  this  statement,  connected  with  the  evidence  of  inspection  as 
countersigned  by  General  Hebert.  leaves  no  shadow  of  doubt  on 
my  mind  of  the  delivery  to  that  gentleman  of  the  quantity  of  powder 
inspected. 

General  Lovell  does  not  state  the  number  of  pounds  received  by 
him  lor  the  reason,  prohablv,  that  he  took  the  powder  at  no  fixed 
price.     I  mean  by  this  that  although  the  powder  was  bought  at  $2 
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per  pound,  he  wrote  to  the  Department  that  as  the  quality  was  not 
fully  proof  and  as  it  required  to  he  reworked  he  should  make  a 
deduction. 

The  whole  quantity  of  powder  taken  from  the  Tanderbilt  was 
nearly  00.000  pounds  and  the  amount  due  for  it  at  $2  per  pound 
would  he  nearly  $180,000. 

As  the  whole  amount  now  claimed  is  only  $127,019.50  the  difference 
has  been  deducted  by  our  officers  on  account  of  inferior  quality. 

If  with  this  statement  you  can  pass  the  account  T  shall  be  pleased, 
as  I  think  the  parties  ought  to  be  paid.     They  sold  their  powder  to 
Government  at  $2.  when  they  were  offered  $3'  by  private  parties. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
W.  H.  S.  Taylor.  Esq., 

Second  Auditor. 


Richmond,  April  21,  1S02. 
My  messenger,  Mr.  de  Leon,  has  been  at  Wilmington  since  Thurs- 
day, waiting  for  Theodora  to  sail.     She  can  go  whenever  ready. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
General  French, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Richmond,  April  21,  1862. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  verbal  enquiry  of  to-day  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  from  an  examination  of  the  lists  on  file  in  this  Department, 
transmitted  by  collectors  of  the  customs,  it  appears  that,  since  the 
19th  of  April".  1861,  702  vessels  have  entered  at  and  cleared  from 
ports  of  the  Confederate  States. 
I  am,  etc., 

Wji.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Serrrtar;/  of  State. 
Captain  M.  F.  Maury. 

Xo.  S.  |  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  April  21, 1SG2. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Slidell.  which  I  brought  with  me  yesterday  from  Paris.  I  went 
to  Paris  with  the  gentleman  referred  to  by  Mr.  Slidell  when  he 
returned  there  on  the  16th  instant  to  report  the  result  of  his  mission 
to  England :  that  gentleman  had  kindly  imparted  to  me  here  what 
had  passed  in  Paris  between  him  and  [the  P^mperor],*  reported  in 
the  memorandum  of  Mr.  Slidell  herewith. 

I  am  now  to  supply  what  passed  in  his  second  interview  with  [the 
Emperor]. 

AVe  reached  Paris  on  the  17th  instant  and  the  next  day  the  inter- 
view took  place.    He  reported  to  [his  Majesty]  that  [Earl  Russell] 

*  Such  portions  of  this  dispatch  as  are  included  within  brackets  were  in  the 
original  in  cipher. 


398  LIST   01'    PAPERS. 

had  declined  receiving  his  communication  on  the  score  that  he  could 
not  oonimiin.itti.te  with  a  foreign  power  except  through  the  regular 
diplomatic  channels:  nor  did  [Lord  Pahnerston]  send  for  him, 
though  in  his  note  to  [Earl  Russell]  he  said  he  way  equally  charged 
to  communicate  his  mission  to  the  former.  lie.  by  permission  of 
[the  Emperor],  however,  reported  the  matter  to  Mr.  [Disraeli],  as 
the  [leader  |  of  the  [Conservatives.  Lord  Derby.]  was  too  ill  to  be 
seen. 

The  |  Emperor  ]  seemed  disturbed  at  the  manner  in  which  his 
[agent]  had  been  repulsed,  and  so  expressed  himself  freely;  said  that 
two  former  communications  from  him  on  American  affairs  through 
his  [ambassador  at  London]  had  been  answered  only  evasively,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  choose  again  to  communicate  [oilicially]  with 
the  [British  Government'!  on  that  subject  unless  previously  advised 
that  his  proposition  would  be  received  favorably:  that  [England] 
seemed  to  be  acting  in  a  strange  manner  toward  [France]  :  that 
since  the  friendly  interposition  of  the  hitter  in  the  affair  of  the 
[Trent.  England]  seemed  less  disposed  to  cultivate  or  to  continue  in 
cordial  [relations] :  said  that  [Earl  Russell]  had  dealt  unfairly  in 
sending  to  [Lord  Lyons]  his  previous  propositions  to  |  England]  in 
regard  to  action  on  the  [blockade]  :  who  had  made  them  known  to 
Mr.  [Seward]  and  this  latter  was  an  insuperable  objection  to  his 
again  communicating  [officially  at  London]  touching  American  af- 
fairs until  he  knew  [England]  was  in  accord. 

Mr.  [Lindsay]  reported  to  the  [Emperor]  the  substance  of  his  in- 
terview with  [Disraeli],  which  was  an  assurance  that  the  [Conserva- 
tive party]  were  of  the  same  opinion  with  him  in  regard  to  the 
repudiation  of  the  [blockade]  ;  that  if  the  [ministry]  should  coincide 
with  the  views  of  the  [Emperor]  their  action  would  have  a  unani- 
mous [support].  But  that  he  [Disraeli]  had  strong  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  [Lord  Russell]  had  a  private  understanding  with  [Sew- 
ard] in  regard  to  American  affairs.  This  latter  particularly  struck 
[his  Majesty]  as  a  key  to  the  conduct  of  |  Lord  Russell]. 

I  should  add  that  Mr.  [Lindsay],  after  his  first  interview  with  the 
person  named,  reported  all  that'had  passed  to  the  [British  ambas- 
sador] at  Paris,  by  permission,  and  had  no  doubt  that  he  had  at  once 
sent  it  to  [Earl  Russell],  so  that  the  latter  knew  fullv  the  purport 
of  the  communication  to  lie  made  by  Mr.  [Lindsay]  when  he  declined 
to  see  him. 

[The  Emperor]  did  not  commit  himself  as  to  acting  separately, 
though  [Disraeli]  had  given  his  opinion  that  if  he  did  so  the  [British 
Government]  would  be  compelled  to  follow. 

On  the  whole.  Mr.  [Lindsay]  is  of  opinion  that  anv  decisive  suc- 
cess to  our  [arms],  though  local,  would  lead  rthe  Emperor]  to  act 
alone,  or  if  none,  then  absence  of  success  and  delavs  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy.  And  further,  that  in  anv  event  this  projected  movement 
must  and  will  bear  its  fruits,  and  that  speedily. 

The  gentleman  referred  to  is.  as  vou  know!  a  man  of  highest  con- 
sideration here  and  of  weight  in  '[Parliament].  He  is  deeply  in 
earnest  and  strongly  disposed  to  make  the  most  of  the  power  to 
achieve  what  he  is  after,  which  he  derives  from  his  backing  on  the 
other  side  of  the  [channel]. 

In  the  meantime  the  cry  of  distress  is  coming  up  stronger  every 
day  from  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  as  some  evidence  of  the 
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impression  it  is  making  I  enclose  a  slip  from  the  London  Times  of 
the  19th  instant. 

I  enclose  Mr.  Slidell*s  memorandum  under  cover  of  this  and  have 
had  it  copied  to  send  in  duplicate  a  few  days  hence. 

Parliament  meets  again  on  the  28th  of  this  month,  and  I  am  not 
without  hope  that  this  new  complication  may  soon  have  its  results 
and  the  ministry  give  in. 

My  last  was  my  Xo.  7.  of  the  18th  of  March.  I  have  nothing  from 
the  Department  since  my  arrival  here. 

Mr.  Mann  left  here  for  Brussels  on  the  17th  instant.  I  must  add 
that  that  gentleman,  in  communication  with  us,  strongly  enjoined 
that  what  we  derived  from  him  should  be  known  only  to  the  President 
and  yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Xo.  7.]  CONFEDERATE  STATES  COMMERCIAL  AGENCY, 

•    London,  April  25,  1SG2. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  extracts  will  sufficiently  indicate  to  you  that 
the  cotton  famine,  so  long  predicted  and  so  unaccountably  delayed, 
has  at  last  overtaken  the  land,  with  all  its  train  of  destitution  and 
ruin.  Articles  like  those  in  the  Economist  and  Times  require  no 
comment.  If  I  had  £100  at  my  disposal  at  this  moment  I  feel  con- 
fident that  I  could  initiate  an  agitation,  without  compromising  your 
Department,  which  should  be  scarcely  less  in  extent  and  effect  than 
the  corn-law  agitation.  In  fact,  I  have  already  received  various 
direct  and  indirect  propositions  of  this  nature  and  I  dare  say  Mr. 
Mason  still  more.  But.  without  resorting  to  such  questionable  means, 
I  am  confident  that  the  Government  will  soon  be  forced  to  act. 
Parliament  has  almost  literally  nothing  to  do.  and  but  for  American 
affairs  would  certainh'  have  to  be  prorogued  a  month  or  six  weeks 
earlier  than  usual.    This  may  also  hasten  events. 

From  France  come  faint  rumors  of  diplomatic  developments  fa- 
vorable to  us,  upon  which  it  is  not  my  province  to  speculate.  This 
much,  however.  I  may  say.  that  I  have  little'  hope  of  the  initiative, 
either  in  raising  the  blockade  or  in  recognition  being  taken  by  the 
Emperor.  The  French  public  are  either  wholly  indifferent  to  the 
events  in  America  or  sympathize  faintly  with  the  Xorth,  partly  from 
sentimental  considerations  and  partly  because  they  see  in  the  power 
of  the  United  States  a  counterpoise  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  Be- 
sides, the  Emperor  has  grave  difficulties  a.L  home.  During  a  recent 
brief  visit  to  Paris  I  attended,  thanks  to  a  London  acquaintance  of 
mine,  a  breakfast  at  which  I  met  several  prominent  men  of  the 
Orleans  party.  Mr.  Slidell  was  also  present.  Making  all  due  allow- 
ance for  the  medium  by  Avhich  I  was  surrounded.  I  came  away  with 
the  conviction  that  a  temporary  alliance  had  been  effected  between 
all  the  parties  opposed  to  the  imperial  regime,  and  that  the  social 
extremes  had  met,  the  proletarian  and  the  Legitimist,  for  a  com- 
mon object,  which  they  considered  almost  within  their  reach.     For 
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the  first  time  in  his  reign  Louis  Napoleon  has  retracted  from  a  de- 
fiantly assumed  position  in  the  Mountaban  affair,  and  this  is  re- 
garded even  by  many  thinking  men  in  England  as  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  A  few  days  ago  the  telegraph  informed  us  of  the  acquittal, 
amid  the  cheers  of  the  multitude,  of  Mires,  against  whom  the  Em- 
peror had  for  IS  months  waged  a  personal  feud.  It  would  not 
surprise  me  to  hear  at  any  moment  of  a  revolution  in  France,  but  it 
would  surprise  me  if  the 'year  ended  without  such  a  catastrophe. 

In  Germany  the  suffering  arising  from  the  stoppage  of  the  Ameri- 
can market  is  beginning  to  be  felt  almost  as  severely  as  in  England. 
The  annulling  of  the  enormous  contracts  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  Europe  bv  the  new  Secretary  of  War  has  added  to  the  dis- 
tress, and  involved  in  it  many  of  the  wealthier  classes.  I  regret  that 
we  have  not  at  this  time  a  skillful  diplomatic  representative  in  Ger- 
many. If  he  was  a  German  by  birth,  it  would  be  all  the  better,  for 
the  Federal  appointment  of  Swartz  to  Spain,  so  detestable  in  every 
other,  has  contributed  much  toward  enlisting  the  warm  sympathies 
of  Germany,  which  by  reaction  has  done  us  infinite  harm  in  the 
Western  States.  Such  a  representative,  however,  should  be  not  only 
a  man  of  great  intelligence  and  knowledge  of  the  people,  but  a  man 
of  vast  wealth  and  disposed  to  spend  it  freely.  The  news  of  the  vic- 
tory at  Corinth  (for,  despite  the  distorted  accounts  of  the  North,  no 
friend  of  the  South  doubts  a  brilliant  and  decisive  victory)  has  had 
an  admirable  effect,  and  but  that  it  is  in  a  measure  counterbalanced 
by  the  evacuation  of  Island  No.  10,  would  probably  be  sufficient  to 
cause  our  recognition.  The  latter  has  now  become,  in  my  opinion, 
only  a  question  of  the  opportune  moment.  The  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  the  Tirt/inm  are  still  in  everybody's  mouth  and  one  of  the 
staples  for  newspaper  leaders.  I  sent  you  some  of  the  earlier  speci- 
mens via  Havana,  through  Mr.  Helm.  Two  days  after  the  news 
arrived,  Lord  Paget,  the  secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  announced  in 
Parliament  that  no  more  wooden  ships  would  be  built. 

Two  more  newspapers,  the  Herald,  Lord  Derby's  organ,  and  the 
Standard  (same  proprietors  and,  excepting  the  leaders,  one  and  the 
same  paper,  though  each  with  its  own  circulation),  have  voluntarily 
placed  themselves  at  my  disposal.  The  editor  in  chief  of  both  called 
on  me  and  offered  me  the  use  of  the  columns,  including  the  editorial 
columns,  of  both,  of  which  offer  I  have,  though  guardedly,  availed 
myself.  A  similar  arrangement  has  been  effected  with  the  Money 
Market  Review,  a  MTeekly  of  small  circulation  but  great  authority 
among  capitalists. 

I  have  now,  after  mature  deliberation,  concluded  to  establish  a 
newspaper  wholly  devoted  to  our  interests,  and  which  will  be  ex- 
clusively under  my  control,  though  my  connection  with  it  is  known 
only  to  a  few  initiated  and  will  not  be  suspected  by  the  public  at 
large.  On  this  subject  I  shall  write  you  more  at  length  in  my  next. 
Meanwhile  you  will  perceive  from  the  prospectus  which  I  enclose 
my  plan  for  making  the  paper  a  machine  for  collecting,  comparing, 
and  bringing  before  the  public  with  proper  comments  the  vast 
amount  of  important  information  which  is  received  in  Europe 
through  private  channels.  This  was  most  difficult  to  accomplish,  and 
I  did  not  seriously  contemplate  the  new  publication  until  I  had  as- 
sured a  reasonable  success.    The  assistance  of  two  personal  friends, 
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Mr.  H.  O.  Brewer,  of  Mobile,  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Wetter,  of  Savannah, 
together  with  my  private  resources,  enabled  me  to  overcome  the 
pecuniar}-  difficulties  of  the  enterprise  and  to  place  its  publication, 
for  at  least  three  months,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  cause,  beyond 
the  possibility  of  failure,  even  if  every  copy  of  the  paper  had  to  be 
{riven  away  during  that  time.  Mr.  Spence  is  warmly  enlisted  in  its 
support,  and  will  contribute  regularly  and  largelv  w'ith  his  eloquent 
pen.  AVhat  there  is  of  Southern  literary  talent  I  may,  I  think,  confi- 
dently rely  upon,  and  I  hope  to  cause  you  an  agreeable  surprise  with 
the  first  number  of  the  Index. 

Mr.  Spence's  valuable  book  is  still  on  its  career  of  usefulness.  It 
is  now  being  translated  into  French  bv  Mr.  George  Begonin,  of 
Mobile,  and  into  German  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Wetter,  of  Savannah.  If  the 
translations  have  but  a  little  of  the  success  which  the  original  has 
justly  achieved,  the  Southern  Confederacy,  when  it  formally  takes 
its  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  will  not  come  as  a  stranger 
among  them. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 
Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Richmond. 


No.  9.]  C.  S.  Commission.  London, 

109  Picadilhj,  May  2, 1S02. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  letter  addressed 
to  me  by  Mr.  James  Spence,  of  Liverpool,  to  the  end  that  it  might 
be  communicated  to  the  Government  through  you.  It  embodies  the 
substance  of  a  conversation  he  had  with  me  a  few  days  since. 

Mr.  Spence  is  the  author  of  a  book  entitled  the  "  American 
Union,"'  which  was  published  here  last  fall,  and  has  already  gone 
through  four  editions.  It  has  attracted  more  attention  and  been 
more  generally  read  both  here  and  on  the  Continent  than  any  pro- 
duction of  like  character  of  the  many  that  have  appeared. 

He  sent  a  copy  of  it  through  me  to  the  President  some  weeks 
since,  which  T  hope  may  have  readied  him.  Its  general  purpose  was 
to  enlighten  the  European  mind  as  to  the  causes  which  brought 
about  the  dissolution  of  the  Union — to  show  that  to  the  South  it  was 
inevitable,  that  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  South  required  it.  and 
to  put  an  end  at  once  to  all  expectation  of  reunion  or  reconstruction 
in  any  form. 

Besides  this  work,  he  has  been  and  yet  is  a  constant  contributor 
to  the  London  Times  in  articles  of  great  ability,  vindicating  the 
South  against  the  calumnies  from  the  Northern  Government  and 
press,  and  infusing  into  all  classes  in  England  sympathy  with  us. 

His  writings  show  that  he  is  a  man  of  large  research,  liberal  and 
expanded  views,  and  great  labor. 

He  is  about  45  or  40  years  of  age,  full  of  enterprise,  and  an  able 
and  experienced  merchant. 
170420°—  22— vol  3 26 
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It  -would  seem  to  me  that  the  suggestions  contained  in  his  letter 
of  the  importance,  at  a  future  day,  to  the  (Government  of  such  an 
agency  as  he  suggests  are  worthy  of  consideration. 

I  do  not  believe  it  could  be  confided  to  more  capable  or  efficient  hands 
in  England,  and  on  the  score  of  desert  would  be  a  well-merited 
recompense  to  Mr.  Spence  for  his  persistent  and  valuable  labors  in 
our  cause. 

His  notice  of  a  change  in  the  style  of  the  Confederacy,  "  fanciful 
enough  to  us,"  is  from  an  English  business  point  of  view. 

From  a  great  regard  for  the  meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Spence  I 
hope  his  suggestions  may  be  kindly  received,  and  shall  be  happy  to  be 
the  medium  of  communicating  to  him  the  views  of  the  President. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  yours. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Bexjamix, 

Secretwry  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure.] 

Liverpool,  April  28, 18G2. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Hotze  has  made  to  me  a  proposal  to  write  in  the 
paper  he  is  organizing,  accompanied  by  an  offer  of  remuneration, 
which  1  have  declined,  promising,  however,  to  assist  him  gratui- 
tously. This  matter  has  led  me  to  reflection,  from  which  this  letter 
results.  For  the  last  twelve  months  the  interest  I  have  taken  in  the 
Southern  cause  and  the  labor  I  have  devoted  to  it  have  abstracted 
my  attention  from  my  own  business,  and  I  feel  that  I  must  abandon 
the  one  or  the  other.  Whatever  may  be  the  value  of  my  writings 
to  the  cause,  not  only  in  their  effect  on  the  highest  class  of  opinion 
but  also  in  giving  to  the  cause  a  standing  which  previously  it  had 
not,  I  do  not  consider  that  this  gives  me  the  slightest  claim  on  any 
one.  I  wrote  the  American  Union  under  an  impulse  to  defend  what 
1  took  to  be  right  and  truth,  and  I  wrote  it  to  please  myself.  Inter- 
ested considerations  would  have  inclined  me  to  the  other  side,  on 
which  lie  my  business  relations  and  friendships.  That  I  look  upon 
as  past.  But  if  I  continue  to  devote  my  thoughts  and  exertions,  as 
1  am  now  doing  both  in  this  country  and  France,  this  looking  to  the 
future  I  can  not  do  without  considering  the  position  of  my  family, 
to  whom  my  time  belongs. 

1  suffered  great  losses  in  the  panic  of  1857  and  again  by  the  pres- 
ent war  through  the  failure  of  Northern  firms  that  were  indebted  to 
me.  My  business,  however,  shattered  as  it  is,  covers  my  expenditure, 
and  in  that  sense  I  am  independent,  but  the  provision  I  had  made 
for  my  family  is  pretty  well  swept  away  and  I  must  replace  it. 
Under  these  views  I  submit  to  you  the  following  proposal. 

Assuming  independence  to  bc'achieved.  your  Government  will  re- 
quire in  this  country  a  financial  agent,  a'  man  of  business  and  of 
intellect.  There  will  be  an  early  requirement  for  a  lai-ge  European 
loan  to  tide  over  exhaustion  and  enable  the  floating  debt  to  be 
grappled  with.  To  effect  this  an  Englishman  is  desirable :  one  with 
local  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs.'  able  to  feel  the  pulse  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  and  guide  opinion  through  the  press.  The  success- 
ful negotiation  of  a  large  loan  will  be  matter  of  no  light  difficulty. 
Ihe  old  sound  of  repudiation  will  be  heard  :  the  doctrine  of  secession 
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will  offer  a  formidable  difficulty,  and  the  financial  catastrophe  im- 
pending' in  the  North  will  alarm  all  as  to  American  finance.  In 
contemplating  such  a  task  1  do  so  with  clear  foreknowledge  of  ardu- 
ous labor.  But  1  am  of  those  whom  difficulties  stimulate  to  mental 
exertion  and  in  illustration  of  this  I  may  observe  that  I  wrote  the 
American  Union  in  fourteen  weeks  in  the  very  midst  of  heavy 
losses  and  the  anxiety  of  abode  laid  prostrate  by  the  war.  I  now 
apply  for  this  appointment  of  financial  agent  to  your  Government. 

In  making  such  a  request  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  grounds  on 
which  I  feel  prepared  to  undertake  it.  Having  commenced  business 
as  a  merchant  at  20  years  of  age  I  have  now  had  25  years  of  mer- 
cantile experience.  Sly  operations  have  frequently  been  on  a  scale 
of  unusual  extent.  In  the  years  1848  and  1849  the  Rank  of  England 
carried  on  the  large  concerns  of  the  Governor  &  Company  of  Copper 
Mines  in  England,  and  I  acted  in  Liverpool  for  the  Bank  of  England 
in  that  matter.  In  IS 52  my  operations  were  on  such  a  scale  that  I 
sold  within  the  year  81.000  tons  of  railroad  iron  in  one  branch  of 
my  business,  and  I  may  mention  one  contract  I  had  with  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  under  which  I  delivered  to  them  20,000  tons  of 
rails  at  £6.o.6.  per  ton,  the  value  during  the  deliveries  having  ad- 
vanced to  an  average  of  £8/10.  a  disadvantage  to  myself  of  $275,000. 
During  the  negotiation  of  the  French  treaty  I  was  selected  to  address 
the  board  of  trade  and  subsequently  to  proceed  to  Paris,  where  I 
addressed  the  conseil  superieur  in  French.  From  the  board  of  trade 
I  received  a  letter  stating  that  their  sense  of  the  services  I  had  ren- 
dered led  them  to  present  to  me  a  copy  of  the  work  published  by  the 
French  Government  and  containing  all  the  evidence.  In  London 
some  of  my  oldest  friends  are  influential  men  in  the  financial  circle. 
Mr.  Goldney,  director  of  the  London  Joint-Stock  Bank,  is  the  father- 
in-law  of  one  of  my  brothers.  Mr.  J.  J.  Cummins,  chief  director  of 
the  Union  Bank  of  Australia,  is  a  friend  of  20  years  of  esteem.  Mi-. 
Robert  Brooks,  a  bank  director  and  Member  of  Parliament,  is  a 
partner  of  my  brother,  Robert  M.  Spence.  With  Mr.  Sampson  and 
all  the  heads' of  the  Times  I  am  on  terms  of  a  cordial  nature,  and 
none  need  be  told  the  value  of  this  point  should  a  day  arrive  to  bring 
out  a   loan. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  I  leave  it  to  be  inferred  whether  I  am 
likely  to  possess  the  knowledge  required  by  the  position  referred  to. 
As  this  will  meet  the  eye  of  those  to  whom  I  am  personally  unknown 
I  may  venture  also  to  mention  that  having  been  20  years  ago  partner 
in  a  firm  which  failed  I  subsequently  of  my  own  accord  devoted 
£18.000  to  discharge  its  old  debts,  all  legally  extinguished.  At  a 
meeting  held  here  at  the  office  of  Messrs.  Fletcher  &  Hull,  solicitors, 
a  testimonial  of  the  value  of  £800  was  presented  to  me.  and  there 
appeared  at  the  period  leaders  in  the  Times  and  other  papers  recom- 
mending that  the  example  should  be  followed. 

In  addition  to  the  negotiations  which  your  Treasury  will  be  likely 
to  require  in  this  country  there  are  other  matters  of  large  importance. 
A  great  desideratum  will  be  a  Cunard  Line  to  a  Southern  port,  a  line 
of  steamers  to  connect  with  Europe  without  the  thraldom  of  the 
North.  To  get  up  a  great  company  for  such  an  object  is  a  matter  I 
could  undertake  with  confidence,  based  on  knowledge  of  the  subject. 
One  of  the  very  largest  steamship  building  yards,  that  of  the  Belfast 
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Iron  Shipbuilding  Company,  was  founded  by  me,  and  Mr.  Harland, 
now  its  principal,  was  in  my  service. 

Another  requirement  will  be  railroads  for  military  purposes,  such 
as  a  through  line  to  Matamoras,  to  checkmate  blockade  in  the  future; 
others  will  be  needed  to  meet  the  alteration  of  trade  into  new  chan- 
nels. In  these  matters  I  have  had  much  experience,  and  many  of 
the  great  ironmasters  and  bondholders,  such  as  Mr.  Joseph  Robinson, 
of  the  Ebber  Vale  Company;  Mr.  Barker,  of  the  Chillington  Com- 
pany; Mr.  William  Crawshay;  Messrs.  Baileys;  and  others  are  old 
personal  friends. 

In  short,  I  assume  that  it  will  be  of  value  to  your  Government  to 
have  on  this  side  a  man  of  intellect,  zealous  in  their  cause,  fertile  in 
expedients,  vigorous  in  action,  of  wide  mercantile  experience;  one 
accustomed  to  deal  with  large  and  difficult  things,  able  to  influence 
public  opinion  through  the  press,  and  not  afraid  of  any  encounter 
as  a  speaker.  In  what  measure  I  may  claim  to  possess  some  of  these, 
it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  I  simply  state  facts,  easily  verified,  from 
which  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

Should  the  appointment  I  name  be  conferred,  it  must  needs  re- 
main for  the  future  to  fix  its  exact  terms.  It  would  require  the 
advice  and  cooperation  of  the  resident  minister  here,  but  beyond  this 
nothing  in  any  wise  of  a  secondary  nature  could  be  acceptable  to 
me.  During  the  time  to  elapse  before  its  duties  could  be  exercised 
I  should  devote  myself  entirely  to  the  measures  on  which  I  am  now 
at  work,  of  which  the  aim  is  the  recognition  of  the  South. 

It  may  be  thought  that  such  an  appointment  as  that  described 
would  be  better  given  to  some  great  firm.  It  is  very  likely  that  it 
would  be  essential  to  work  through  some  great  firm  or  bank,  but 
there  must  be  a  competent  minrl  here  to  select  it,  to  negotiate  with 
it,  and  to  direct  such  operations  in  Paris,  Frankfort,  Amsterdam, 
as  would  probably  be  expedient.  I  would  observe  that  a  Liverpool 
man  is  now  our  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and  that  another  towns- 
nian,  James  Wilson,  who  left  us  under  a  cloud,  became  finance  min- 
ister for  India.  It  is  possible  some  Southern  gentleman  might  desire 
this  position.  'If  so,  I  foresee  no  difficulty  in  uniting  with  him  to 
form  a  firm  in  London  or  in  finding  a  leading  capitalist  to  join  it. 

It  occurs  to  me  at  this  moment  to  suggest  a  point,  unconnected 
with  this  subject,  but  which  I  think  of  some  importance.  I  think 
as  a  title  the  "Southern  Union"  would  be  much  more  acceptable 
than  the  Southern  Confederation.  The  word  "Confederate"  is  not 
entirely  free  from  disfavor.  On  the  stock  exchange  a  popular  title 
is  of  much  practical  importance.  Again,  this  title  would  soon  cause 
the  other  party  to  be  termed  the  "  Northern  Union,"  in  contradis- 
tinction, and  so  cut  off  the  advantage  in  prestige  they  will  "-ain  if 
able  to  continue  the  style  of  the  United  States,  which  they  will 
strive  for.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  regarded  as  presumptuous  that  I 
submit  this  for  consideration. 

I  am  aware,  my  dear  sir,  that  the  appointment  T  name  will  not 
rest  in  your  hands,  but  you  will  doubtless  oblige  me  bv  sending  out 
this  communication,  in  duplicate,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  accom- 
pany it  with  yoiir  own  views,  whether  they  be  favorable  or  adverse 
If  approved  at  Richmond,  I  think  it  would  be  best  that  on  the  war 
ending  1  should  go  over  to  confer  personally  on  the  points  su"-- 
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gested.  to  submit  the  latest  views  here  on  various  financial  and 
commercial  matters,  and,  if  honored  with  them,  to  receive  full  in- 
structions how  best  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  South  in  this 
country. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  sincere  respect, 

James  Spence. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  May  2, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dis- 
patch addressed  by  this  Department  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Quintero,  the  agent 
of  this  Government  at  Monterey,  Mexico. 

You  will  perceive  by  its  tenor  that  there  is  likely  to  be  some 
difficulty  on  the  frontier,  and  the  President  has  informed  me  that 
he  would  direct  General  Bee  to  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  our 
forces  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  have  thought  it  proper,  therefore,  to  enclose  you  this  extract 
that  it  may  be  forwarded,  if  you  deem  proper  to  do  so,  to  General 
Hebert  as  a  guide  to  him  in  issuing  his  orders  to  General  Bee  or  any 
other  officer  who  may  have  command  of  our  forces  on  the  Rio 
Grande. 

As  soon  as  your  orders  are  ready  I  will  be  glad  to  arrange  with 
you  for  sending  an  express  with  the  orders  and  dispatches,  which 
ought  not  to  be  delayed  one  day  longer  than  necessary  for  preparing 
your  orders. 

1  am,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War. 


25  Rue  Rotale,  Brussels, 

May  -5, 1862. 

Sir:  It  is  quite  as  imperative  a  duty  on  the  part  of  ruling  states- 
men to  prepare  in  war  for  peace,  as  to  prepare  in  peace  for  war. 

In  my  last  I  took  occasion  to  indicate  the  policy,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  it  was  the  manifest  interest  of  our  country  to  adopt  in  its 
trade  intercourse  with  the  Northern  States.  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  make  more  distinct,  by  amplification,  the  position  which  I  as- 
sumed with  respect  to  that  policy. 

In  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject  I  am  furnished  with 
convincing  proofs  to  my  mind  that  our  prosperity,  our  security ;  yea, 
our  durable  existence,  will  depend  upon  the  discrimination  which  we 
make  at  the  outset  of  our  career,  in  our  revenue  laws  and  treaties 
with  foreign  powers  and  States,  against  the  importation  through  the 
ports  of  Northern  States  of  articles,  produced  in  other  foreign  coun- 
tries. Such  discrimination  to  be  effective  in  producing  salutary, 
political,  and  commercial  result  must  be.  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
prohibitory.  The  Northern  States  must  be  rigidly  confined  to  the 
carrying  of  their  own  products  to  our  ports  and  of  our  own  products 
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to  their  ports,  thus  whollj'  precluding  them  from  carrying  or  trading 
between  us  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  Even  upon  articles  of  our 
growth  intended  for  their  consumption,  or  destined  for  their  ports, 
we  should  exact  a  heavy  export  duty.  Nor  should  we  hesitate  in 
imposing  differential  duties  upon  articles  of  merchandise,  of  what- 
ever description,  originating  within  their  embraces. 

Believing,  as  I  implicitly  do,  that  the  slave-holding  States  will, 
without  an  exception,  be  cordially  united  as  soon  as  the.  war  is  ter- 
minated, those  States  will  possess  within  themselves  all  the  elements 
for  complete  practical  exclusiveness  of  the  Northern  States.  Their 
well  being  will  not  be  dependent  for  supplies  to  the  amount  of  a 
dollar  upon  the  product  of  the  fields,  the  forests,  the  manufactures,  or 
the  fisheries  of  their  aggressive  and  relentless  enemies.  Missouri,  Ten- 
nessee. Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  Maryland  can  provide,  in  the  most 
ample  abundance,  all  the  breadstuffs  and  provisions  which  the  cot- 
ton-growing  States  may  annually  require  for  consumption,  and  still 
possess  a  surplus  for  foreign  exportation.  "We  shall  not  need  a  bushel 
of  corn,  or  a  barrel  of  flour,  or  a  pound  of  pork  or  beef,  or  a  horse  or 
mule,  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  or  Iowa.  Thus  we,  of  the  present 
generation  at  least,  may  be  spared  the  infliction,  without  submitting 
ourselves  to  injury  or  inconvenience,  of  strengthening  the  arm  which 
is  mercilessly  uplifted  against  us. 

The  world  may  be  explored  in  vain  for  another  country  of  as 
vast  dimensions  as  those  of  the  slave-holding  States  wherein  there  is 
such  a  perfect  identity  of  material  interests.  Neither  in  New  York 
nor  in  Pennsylvania,  insignificant  in  comparison  as  the  one  and  the 
other  is,  does  a  similar  identity  exist.  In  each,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  protection  and  free  trade  are  in  direct  antagonism. 

Even  without  the  institution  of  negro  slavery  (the  strongest  tie 
that  ever  bound  sovereign  Commonwealths  together)  the  slave-hold- 
ing States  are  perfectly  natural  allies,  the  interest  of  one  being  the 
interest  of  all.  They  seem,  in  fact,  to  have  been  created  for  the  suc- 
cessful development  of  the  E  Pluribus  Unnm  principle,  and  no  hinder- 
ing influence  can  prevent  either  of  those,  now  outside  for  a  lengthened 
period,  from  asking  by  acclamation  for  permission  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  Northern  States,  if  we  value  our  independence,  must  be  to  us 
henceforth  as  though  they  were  without  a  place  upon  the  earth's 
surface.  They  have  warred  and  they  are  warring  against  us  for  no 
other  motive  than  the  ignoble  one  of  making  us  their  vassals.  In 
their  calculations  the  Fnion  has  never  weighed  a  feather  in  the 
scale  compared  with  the  lust  for  pecuniary  gain.  The  Constitution, 
whenever  and  wherever  it  conflicted  with  the  selfish  ends  at  which 
they  aimed,  did  not  command  their  respect,  much  less  secure  their 
observance.  It  was,  in  their  judgment,  an  instrument  to  be  stretched 
at  will  into  such  proportions  as  would  enable  them  to  grow  rich  and 
luxuriate  upon  the  honest  earnings  of  the  South.  A  people  so  faith- 
less are  not  likely  to  comply  with  any  treatv  cn<ra<rement  which  they 
may  enter  into  with  us  unless  thev' are  satisfied  that  thev  can  not 
disregard  them  with  impunity.  Therefore  the  least  intercourse  that 
we  have  with  them,  commercial  or  otherwise,  when  the  conflict  is 
terminated,  the  more  beneficial  it  will  be  to  us.  Let  us  studiously 
avoid  bestowing  any  nourishment  upon  the  viper,  which,  when  again 
warmed  into  life  by  our  generosity,  may  employ  its  power  to  sting 
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us  unto  death.  Let  the  Northern  shipowners  starve  and  their  vessels 
rot  in  the  docks,  rather  than  allow  them  to  convey  one  pound  of  our 
staples  to  Europe  or  one  pound  of  our  supplies  from  Europe.  In 
this  manner  we  shall  wield  an  overpowering  and  humiliating  influ- 
ence over  them.  Rigid  nonintercourse  with  them,  social  and  com- 
mercial, is  the  weapon  which  we  can  best  use  for  forcing  them  to 
comply  with  the  obligations  recognized  by  civilized  nations  for  the 
maintenance  of  good  neighborhood. 

Moreover,  by  establishing  such  a  system  our  own  countrymen  will 
enjoy  the  profits  in  trading  and  carrying  and  financiering  which  ren- 
dered the  Northern  States  so  thriving.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
those  States  had  a  yearly  gain  of  $100,000,000  in  their  intermediate 
control  of  the  movements  and  sales  and  purchases  of  our  products 
and  supplies.  This  sum,  if  retained  within  the  Confederate  States, 
would  soon  cause  them  to  forget  the  expenditures  which  the  war  has 
occasioned.  In  a  score  of  years,  increasing  in  a  large  ratio,  as  it 
assuredly  would,  we  should  become  as  rich  a  power  in  proportion  to 
our  population  as  any  of  which  history  gives  an  account.  While  we 
were  in  the  Union  we  actually  built  up  the  city  of  Xew  York,  which 
lwastfulty  claimed  that  its  wealth  was  equal  to  that  of  the  entire 
State  of  Virginia.  As  we  have  made  so  can  we  unmake ;  and  it 
should  be  the  wish  of  every  patriot  and  his  resolute  purpose,  as  far 
as  he  can  exercise  any  influence,  to  render  Manhattan  Island  as  value- 
less as  it  was  when  it  was  transferred  by  the  natives  which  inhabited 
it  to  the  Dutch  for  24  guilders.  Xew  York  inaugurated  the  inva- 
sion of  our  hallowed  and  peaceful  soil,  and  as  long  as  one  of  her 
citizens  engaged  in  that  fiendish  act  breathes  his  hands  will  drip 
with  the  best  blood  of  our  slaughtered  fellow  citizens.  There  has 
not  been  an  hour  since  that  she  could  not  have  caused  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  by  the  raising  of  her  potential  voice.  In  effective  sensa- 
tionalism all  the  rest  of  the  remaining  Union,  if  not  all  the  rest  of 
the  world,  is  not  a  match  for  her.  She  is  as  true  to  her  proclivities 
in  a  Bill  Poole  funeral  as  she  is  in  a  sympathetic  manifestation  for 
the  hero  of  the  San  Jacinto.  As  there  is  no  standard  for  the  measure- 
ment of  her  principles,  so  there  is  no  circumscription  for  the  commis- 
sion of  her  enormities.  She  is  as  willing  and  ready  for  Avar  with  its 
horrors  as  for  peace  with  its  blessings,  if  her  sordid  interests  seem 
to  demand  it.  To  mercy  she  is  as  much  a  stranger  as  she  is  to  honor. 
Good  men  there  may  be  within  her  limits,  but  if  so  they  are  as  badly 
situated  as  if  they  were  in  robbers'  caves.  The  Southerner  in  all  com- 
ing time  should  avoid  her  in  his  travels  and  his  trade  as  he  would 
avoid  the  highwayman  who  would  deprive  him  of  all  he  possessed 
and  then  murder  him. 

Largely  as  it  has  increased  since  the  division  of  the  Union,  my 
desire  for  the  unrestrained  commercial  independence  of  the  South  is 
not  of  recent  origin.  Seven  years  ago  I  projected  in  London  a  plan 
which  I  believed  would  eventuate  in  such  a  consummation,  whatever 
the  power  the  North  might  exercise  to  the  contrary.  A  short  time 
subsequently,  in  a  speech  which  I  delivered  in  a  convention  at  Old 
Point  Comfort.  I  remarked : 

In  tlic  existing  state  of  affairs  every  hour  that  elapse*  fortified  the  strength 
of  the  North  while  it  correspondingly  diminishes  that  of  the  South.  Not  an 
additional  hale  of  cotton,  or  hogshead  of  tobacco,  or  barrel  of  flour,  or  tierce  of 
rice  is  produced  in  the  slave-holding  States  that  docs  not  contribute  directly  or 
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remotely  to  such  a  result.  We  heap  upon  the  Northern  States  riches,  and  with 
Hi< ise  riches,  if  we  continue  to  multiply  them,  they  will  hem  in  and  stifle  our 
institution.  Minnesota  and  Oregon  and  Kansas  will  probably  be  brought  into 
the  Union  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  on  the  side  of  the  non-African  slave- 
holding  States ;  and,  in  addition  to  this  increase  of  strength,  a  plan,  it  is  reported, 
has  been  devised  by  the  Free  Soilers  for  overpowering  us  in  Missouri  and 
afterwards  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Maryland,  and  our  indolence  renders 
it  from  day  to  day  more,  feasible.  We  may  close  our  eyes  to  the  palpable  fact, 
but  nevertheless  it  is  a  fact  if  we  decline  longer  peacefully  to  act,  "  The  hand- 
writing on  the  wall"  against  us  will  soon  begin  to  manifest  itself,  aye.  in 
letters  of  burning,  consuming  brightness.  In  the  year  1S70,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  the  cotton  crop  will  probably  amount  to  6,000,000  bales.  Who  will  enjoy 
most  of  the  clear  profits  of  this  immense  augmentation  of  yield  if  we  remain 
passive  spectators?  Alas!  the  mischievous  disturbers  of  our  repose,  who  in- 
habit for  the  most  part  (the  faithful  friends  of  the  Constitution  being  in  a 
woeful  minority  therein)  the  country  beyond  the  Hudson,  and  to  our  pecuniary, 
our  commercial,  and,  finally,  our  political  subjugation.  It  is  boastfully,  and 
perhaps  truly,  said  that  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  its 
environs  is  larger  than  that  of  the  whole  State  of  Virginia.  What  will  it  be 
at  the  period  just  designated  unless  we  sever,  without  unnecessary  delay,  the 
commercial  chains  which  fetter  us?    Double,  at  least,  if  not  treble. 

I  may  be  regarded  as  an  extremist,  I  care  not  if  I  am  so  regarded,  when 
I  state  that  as  desperate  diseases  require  desperate  remedies,  so  would  I  rejoice 
to  see  the  citizens  of  the  South  registering  in  their  hearts  a  vow,  a  solemn 
vow,  that  from  and  after  the  31st  of  December,  1S02,  thus  allowing  to  their 
merchants  sufficient  time  to  make  their  arrangements  accordingly,  and  there- 
fore inflicting  upon  them  no  wrong,  they  will  consume  no  foreign  goods  which 
are  not  imported  directly  through  a  Southern  port  from  the  country  of  their 
origin.  Such  a  resolution,  faithfully  adhered  to,  would  be  more  efficient  than 
any  legislative  enactment,  however  favorable  upon  the  subject,  or  however 
constitutional.  Let  it  be  seen  that  Southerners  are  in  earnest,  that  patriotism 
has  duties  to  perform  in  trade  intercourse  as  well  as  supplies  to  purchase, 
and  all  the  articles  required  from  abroad  will  thenceforth  come  directly  to 
their  homes  relieved  from  intermediate  agencies,  and  at  vastly  diminished  rates. 
They  would  then  cease  to  bend  the  knee  to  Baal,  to  do  homage  to  that  over- 
powering and  overshadowing  fiscal  fort  of  Wall  Street,  whose  standing  army 
of  officers  is  larger  than  the  number  of  troops  usually  quartered  in  any  military 
fortress  in  the  Union.  Through  the  multifarious  operations  of  this  hydraheaded 
monster  a  moneyed  centralization  has  been  consummated  more  terrific  in  its 
consequences,  more  demoralizing  in  its  influences,  more  prejudicial  to  State 
rights  and  State  interests  than  the  worst  form  of  consolidation  ever  imagined 
by  any  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  It  may  be  said  of  New  York  finan- 
cially, as  it  is  said  of  France  politically,  in  her  relation  with  continental  Europe, 
that  when  she  becomes  wild,  the  slave-holding  States  pay  for  her  follies.  She 
holds  their  purse  strings  and  then  makes  them  the  innocent  victims  of  her  reck- 
less adventures  for  gain.  To-day  we  have  still  strength  left  for  the  protection 
of  ourselves;  to-morrow  it  may  be  too  late.  Let  us  then  boldly  face  impending 
danger  and  be  stimulated  onward  by  the  noble  sentiment  expressed  by  Oato's 
son  :  "  Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success,  but  we'll  do  more.  Sempronius 
we'll  deserve  it." 

We  are  assured  by  sacred  proverb,  that  "  God  helps  those  who  help 
themselves."  Let  us  show  to  the  world  of  mankind  that  we  are  reallv 
capable  of  helping  ourselves. 

Of  all  the  patriots  and  statesmen  of  the  Revolution  of  1776  there 
was  not  one  who  was  so  untiring  in  his  energy  to  establish  the  com- 
mercial supremacy  of  the  South  as  the  Pater  Patriae  himself.  He  de- 
sired to  fortify  her  positic  n  in  the  Union  bv  creating  an  indissoluble 
bond  of  trade  intercourse  with  the  northwest  territory.  From  the 
time  he  sheathed  his  victorious  sword  until  the  moment  that  he  was 
prostrated  upon  his  death  bed  the  importance  of  the  subject  never 
escaped  his  devoted  mind.  His  various  letters,  public,  and  private 
afford  mcontestible  evidence  of  this,  but  a  solitary  extract  from  one 
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addressed  to  David  Humphreys  on  the  25th  Julv,  1795,  will  suffice 
for  my  purpose,  on  the  present  occasion.    It  reads  thus : 

My  attention  is  more  immediately  engaged  in  a  project,  which  I  think  big 
with  great  political  as  well  as  commercial  advantages  to  the  States,  especially 
the  middle  ones;  it  is  by  removing  the  obstructions  and  extending  the  inland 
navigation  of  our  rivers,  to  bring  the  States  on  the  Atlantic  in  close  connection 
with  those  lorming  to  the  westward  by  a  short  and  easy  transportation.  With- 
out this,  I  can  easily  conceive  that  they  will  have  different  views,  separate 
interests,  and  other  connections. 

Nor  may  I  omit  to  state,  as  my  sincere  belief,  that  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  complete  consolidation  of  our  independ- 
ence that  we  should  bestow  all  the  encouragement  that  we  justly  can 
upon  any  enterprise  which  aims  at  the  opening  of  telegraphic  com- 
munication with  our  shores.  .Such  a  communication  during  the  last 
year  would  have  been  worth  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  to  us.  It  is 
in  contemplation  to  lay  a  cable  and  a  company  is  in  embryo  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  from  Plymouth  to  Lisbon,  a  distance 
of  i-20  mdes;  from  Lisbon  to  San  Miguel,  a  distance  of  780  miles; 
from  San  Miguel  to  Flores,  a  distance  of  275  miles ;  from  Flores  to 
Bermuda,  a  distance  of  1.450  miles;  and  from  Bermuda  to  Charles- 
ton, a  distance  of  650  miles.  The  route  is  regarded  by  scientific  men 
as  practicable,  and  it  is  estimated  that  £1,000,000  will  perfect  the 
undertaking.  I  will  add  that  England,  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal 
are  deeply  interested  in  its  early  commencement  and  completion. 

By  a  timely,  well-matured  policy  we  may  make  our  country  the 
great  telegraphic  and  traffic  highway  between  the  Old  World  and 
the  "West  Indies,  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  and  the  ports 
of  the  South  Seas.  Are  we  at  liberty  to  leave  any  proper  means 
unemployed  to  secure  so  benign  an  agency  for  the  promotion  of  our 
durable  welfare? 

Improvements  in  the  construction  of  sea-going  A'essels  are  in  in- 
cessant progress.  Those  built  of  wood  and  moved  by  wind  are 
rapidly  disappearing.  Canvas,  except  as  a  mere  auxiliary,  will  soon 
disappear  upon  the  ocean  highway.  Steam  is  steadily  superseding 
the  wooden.  This  is  most  fortunate  for  the  Confederate  States.  It 
will  impair,  to  a  ruinous  extent,  the  navigation  of  New  York  and 
Xew  England,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  in  a  condition,  and 
can  not  be  for  years,  to  build  to  advantage  iron  steamships  while 
the  United  States  peremptorily  forbid  the  employment  of  vessels  of 
foreign  build  under  their  flag.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  prohibitory 
laws  in  this  regard  will  be  soon  repealed,  as  such  a  procedure  would 
raise  a  clamor,  not  to  be  disregarded,  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
and  other  iron-producing  States. 

We  have  in  our  rich  and  abundant  iron  banks  and  coal  fields  the 
material  required  for  the  construction  of  iron  steamships,  and  in 
after  years  we  may  employ  it  successfully.  But  Ave  shall  have  to 
begin  our  mercantile  navy  with  vessels  of  the  build  of  Great  Britain. 
At  first,  the  most  of  our  products  and  supplies  from  Europe,  if  not 
nearly  all,  will  be  conveyed  in  bottoms  owned  by  British,  French, 
Belgian,  and  other  European  subjects.  Already  screw  propeller  lines 
are  in  contemplation  between  a  number  of  western  European  ports 
and  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Galveston,  Savannah,  Charleston,  Wil- 
mington, and  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  It  is  believed  that  one  steam  ton 
may  accomplish  more  in  carrying  between  our  ports  and  Europe  than 
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ever  was  accomplished  by  seven  sailing  tons.  Consequently,  we 
measurably  surmount  that  which  was  heretofore  a  formidable  diffi- 
culty in  competing  with  the  North  in  navigation,  the  want  of  seamen. 

I  have  been  assured  by  the  most  eminent  iron  shipbuilders  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  that  vessels  may  be  constructed  so  as  to  carry,  at 
a  rate  of  speed  of  12  knots  per  hour,  4,000  bales  of  cotton,  and  enter 
and  depart  from  harbors  on  a  draft  of  water  not  exceeding  16  feet, 
consuming  not  exceeding  30  tons  of  coal  daily.  This  result  is  attain- 
able by  the  employment  of  water  as  ballast,  which  may  be  discharged 
or  taken  in  as  the  vessel  approaches  or  departs  from  her  moorings. 

When  our  final  victory  is  achieved  I  can  distinctly  perceive  that, 
under  judicious  counsels,  we  shall  enter  upon  as  glorious  a  destiny  as 
any  people  ever  were  permitted  to  enjoy.  Politically  and  commer- 
cially freed  from  a  country,  if  it  deserves  to  be  so  called,  which  is 
capable  of  committing  the  most  unscrupulous  atrocities,  a  country 
which,  while  we  were  in  connection  with  it  was  a  millstone  around 
our  neck;  a  country  which  has  neither  honesty  nor  stability  in  its 
intercourse  with  mankind;  a  country  that  has  as  anarchical  tendencies 
as  France  had  during  her  worst  days;  a  country  that  by  its  wild 
despotism  has  verified  to  the  letter  the  remark  "  Oh  Liberty,  how 
many  crimes  have  been  committed  in  thy  name;"  a  country  that  is  a 
reproach  to  enlightened  civilization,  we  will  yet  satisfactorily  solve 
the  problem  to  an  appreciative  world,  of  man's  capacity  for  self- 
government.  Eational  in  our  purposes,  prudent  in  our  legislation, 
upright  in  our  intentions,  fraternal  in  our  intercourse,  we  shall 
become  great,  through  goodness  in  our  acts.  The  last  hope  of  the 
founders  of  our  system,  we  have  the  noblest  of  incentives  to  remain 
faithful  to  their  memory.  What  a  sublime  misson  will  be  ours  if  the 
Northern  States  when  rent  into  atoms  by  internal  feuds  and  factions, 
distracted,  poverty  stricken  and  degraded  shall  mourn  over  their 
crimes  and  follies,  and  desire  to  light  at  our  altar  the  fires  of  practical, 
well  regulated  political  freedom.  Let  it  be  our  constant  care  to  make 
cur  position  conspicuously  worthy  of  the  respect,  if  not  of  the  emula- 
tion of  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Manx 
Hon.  J.  P.  Bex  jam  isr, 

'Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A. 


-.  ,    „  Havana,  May  6, 1862, 

Dispatch  Xo.  12.] 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  23d  ul- 
timo, of  your  dispatch,  No.  2,  dated  10th  February,  enclosing  dis- 
patches for  the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason  and  the  Hon.  John  Slidell 
commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States  at  London  and  Paris' 
Ihese  dispatches  were  delayed,  as  I  understand,  in  New  Orleans 
for  the  arrival  at  that  city  of  Mr.  Kevnolds.  to  whose  care  they  were 
addressed  but  of  whom  I  have  heard  nothing.  Mr.  Crawford  the 
British  consul-general  here,  who  is  also  the  mail  agent,  did  not' feel 
authorized  to  mail  official  dispatches,  and  I  have  forwarded  them 
by  safe  hands:  they  will  reach  their  destinations  as  early  and  as  cer- 
tainly as  though  sent  by  mail. 
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The  correction  in  the  date  of  your  dispatch  No.  1  will  be  made  as 
directed. 

The  trade  between  Havana  and  the  Confederate  States?  was  largely 
increased  in  April  over  any  other  month,  and  I  am  gratified  to  state 
that  increased  quantities  of  goods  have  been  ordered  by  the  mer- 
chants here  from  Europe,  with  a  view  to  the  supply  of  the  Confed- 
erate States.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  several  copies  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Weekly  Report  of  Havana,  containing  my  list  of  arrivals, 
with  tonnage  and  amount  of  cargo  tended.  These  papers,  like  my 
former  reports.  I  have  caused  to  be  circulated  in  England,  France, 
and  Spain  to  such  extent  as  T  thought  important:  and  should  this 
evidence  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  have  no  effect  on  the 
minds  of  officials  in  authority  it  will  stimulate  enterprising  mer- 
chants to  engage  in  commerce  with  the  Confederate  States.  Already 
(he  rate  of  insurance  on  steamers  with  cargo,  to  run  the  blockade, 
has  been  reduced  to  14  per  cent  in  London,  in  consequence  of  which, 
through  private  enterprise,  many  steamers  (some  10  or  15)  are  now 
en  route,  and  others  are  ready  to  sail  with  valuable  cargoes. 

While  I  regret  to  state  that  a  few  hundred  bales  of  cotton  brought 
to  Havana  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Northern  speculators  and 
been  shipped  to  New  York,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  report 
that  the  great  bulk  has  or  will  go  to  Europe,  and  that  the  owners 
have  given  positive  instructions  to  their  agents  here  to  sell  only  for 
European  markets.  The  little  that  has  found  its  way  to  New  York 
was  obtained  by  misrepresentation. 

I  am.  sir.  very  respectfully.  A-our  obedient  servant, 

Cn.  J.  Hf.l?t. 
Hon.  AVm.  M.  IJrowxk, 

Ax-ihtmit  Secretary  of  State.  Richmond. 

I.i*t  of  rrxxclx  arrived  at  liarnnn  front   port*  in  the  Confederate  States  since  \ 
our  hint  statement,  15th  March,  to  date,  30th  April,   1S.H2. 


[E  xi  raot  from  '■  Mercantile  Weekly  Report,"  Havana,  Safin-day,  May  3,  U'fi2.] 
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Xation . 

Tons. 

!)<) 

102 

54 

22 
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224 

(KB 

24!) 

432 

7«7 

r,70 

(123 

cir, 
70 
Sfl 

4«7 
liR 
110 

130 

Name. 

Where  from. 

Canto 

(bales 
r.ntton). 

M^r.  ■'» 

Confederate  schooner 

do 

104 

Mobile 

22.S 

i  - 

do 

...do 

21:1 

■  ■~ 

do 

Kaj.de 

New  Orleans 

90 

L"> 

:;s 

-\|.r,     1 

Con  federate  schooner 

Nelly 

Austin 

do 

Charleston 

>  all 
352 

.1 

....do 

1.147 

il 

do 

412 

7 

Fox 

.do 

is 

Confederate  steamer 

do 

Wm.  (',.  Hewes 

.do 

1,441 

IX 

do 

do 

1.035 

21 

:::::do:'.'.".v;.'::::::::::::::: 

Confederate  schooner 

do 

Con  federate  schooner 

Confederal  e  schooner 

o> 

Wide  Awake 

do 

l'ifi 
205 

23 

Mobile 

.il" 

ISO 

2S 

I.C.  Acton 

do 

3S5 

0.353 

1  Also  33,000  f  5i  t  of  lumber. 
Note.— Four  vessels  arrived  at  outports  in  March  with  050  balcsof  cotton,  grand  total,  10,30S. 
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Steamer*  shi/tpiiiy  in  the  /tort  of  Havana. 


Names. 

Nations. 

Tons. 

Masters. 

Bound  to — 

Consignees. 

A  meriean 

Confederate . . . 
do 

1,347 
249 

767 
616 
603 
670 
623 
2.".3 
4S7 

Adams 

Johnson 

Xp.w  York 

Matamoras 

J.  M.  Morales  Co. 

Vignier,  Robertson  <* 

Co. 
Do. 

Do. 

do 

Matamoras 

Cn.Caro&  Co. 
Do. 

do 

Smith 

Parke 

Waiting 

:  J.  M.  Avcndaiio. 
1  Ulrici  A  liarroso. 

Total,  0  steamers. 


List  of  vessels  that  hare  run  the  hlocluulc. 


[Mercantile  Weekly  Report.— Extra.; 
IIATSANA 


Date,    i     Nationality. 


June    l"> 

s 

13 
16 
20 
2S 
Aug.     3 

s 
11 

30 

Sept.    9 

15 

26 

Oct.      1 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Spanish... 
A  meriean . 

British 

Spanish. . . 

do 

British 

do 

Spanish. . 
British... 

do 

do 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 


....do 

Confederate... 

British 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Mexican 

British 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Confederate... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

British 

Confederate. .. 

do 

Mexican 

Confederate... 


BriK... 
Schr... 
Schr. . . 
Bark... 
Bark... 
Schr. . . 
Schr... 
Bark... 
Schr... 
Schr... 
Schr. . . 
Schr... 
Schr... 
Schr. . 
Schr. . . 
Schr.. 

Ketch. 
Stmr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr. . 
Schr. . 
Schr. . 
Stmr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 
Schr. . 
Schr. . 
Schr.. 
Schr. . 
Schr.. 
Schr.. 


) nana  Teresa — 

Lovet 

Emma  de  Russe 

Teresita 

Jaruco 

Tamaulipas . 

Major  Barbour 

Juana  Teresa 

Adeline 

Major  Barbour... 
Prince  of  Wales.. 
Sir  Robert  Peel . . 

J.  II.  Toone 

Parliament 

Prince  of  Wales.. 
C.  P.  Knapp 


R.  Burrows 

Theodora 

II.  Travers 

Major  Barbour... 

Mabel 

Adeline 

Parliament 

Hermosa 

Sir  Robert  Peel.. 

Mary 

Victoria 

W.  II.  Northrop. 

Lida 

Break  O'Day 

Vanderliilt 

W.  Mallory 

Onward 

New  Year 

Major  Barbour.. 
William  Henry . . 

W.  Benson 

Zurro  Colorado. 


Lumber 

Ballast 

Assorted 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do 

Lumber 

Rice 

Cotton 

Rice 

....do 

Rosin 

Rice 

....do 

Assorted 


Turpentine. 
Passengers.. 
Turpentine. 

Cotton 

Rice 

....do 

....do 

Turpentine.. . 

Rice 

....do 

do 

do 

do 

Turpentine.. . 

Cotton 

Turpentine.. . 

do 

do 

Cotton 

Turpentine.. . 

do 

Cargo 


R.  Wilder Turpentine . . .    Mobile 


Fernandina. 
Calveston. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ho. 

Do. 
St.  Mary's. 
Savannah. 
New  Orleans. 
New  Berne. 

Do. 
New  Orleans. 
Savannah. 
Beaufort 

New  Orleansfcapluredin  Gulf, 
taken  to  Kev  West, released). 

Do. 
Charleston  (via  Cardenas). 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 
Charleston  (via  Nassau). 
Savannah  (via  Nassau). 

Do. 
New  Orleans. 
Savannah. 
Savannah  (via  Nassau). 

Do. 
Wilmington  (via  Nassau). 
Savannah. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 
Mobile. 
Apalachicola. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 
Apalachicola. 
Brazos  Santiago. 


MATANZAS. 


Mav  31 

American 

do 

British 

Confederate — 

do 

British 

do 

Brig.... 
Schr.... 

Schr 

Ketch... 

Schr 

Schr 

Schr.... 

II.  Jackson 

June  23 

Ballast 

Aug.  12 

21 

do 

Nov.  10 

do.. . 

entered    under    Confederate 
naji). 
Do 

10 
11 

Anna 

do 

do 

Savannah  (via  Nassau). 

LIST   OF   PAPEKS. 
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List  of  vessels  that  hare  run  the  blockade — Continued. 

CARDENAS. 


I.ixt    of    rrxxrlx   Hint   willed   from    Cuban    pnrix   anil   ran    tlir    hUx-l-aih'. 

HABANA. 


Date. 

Nationality. 

Class. 

Name. 
Miramon 

Cargo. 
Assorted .  . . 

Port. 

May   2« 

British 

Jo 

do 

Spanish 

liritish 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Confederate — 
British 

do 

do 

Slmr 

Schr 

Schr 

Bark. . . . 
Schr.... 
Schr 

Schr 

Schr 

Schr 

Schr.... 
Schr.... 
Schr.... 
Stmr. . . . 

Schr 

Ketch... 
Schr 

Stmr.... 
Schr .... 
Schr.... 

Schr 

Schr .... 

Schr.... 

Schr.... 

Schr 

Ketch. . . 
Schr .... 
Schr.... 
Schr.... 
Schr.... 
Schr.... 
Schr.... 
Schr.... 

Stmr 

Schr.... 
Schr.... 
Stmr. . . . 
Schr.... 
Schr..., 

Mobile. 

Georgia  coasl ,  supposed  to 

Savannah. 
Berwick  Bav. 
St.  Marys  River. 
Barataria. 
Savannah. 

Beaufort. 
Barataria. 
Savannah. 

Captured  oft  Berwick  Bay. 
Savannah. 

Captured  off  Berwick  Bav. 
Captured  oir  Key  West. 
Savannali. 
Mobile. 
Captured  off  Fcrnandiiia. 

Fcrnandina. 
Barataria. 
Brazos  Santiago. 
Captured  off  Stonn  Inlet. 
Captured  off  Capo  Canaver 

40  miles  east. 
Brazos  Santiago. 

Do. 

Do. 
Savannah. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 
Wilmington. 
Savannah. 

Do. 
Mobile. 
Barataria. 
Savannah. 
Mobile. 
Texas. 
Mobile, 
Savannah. 

be 

s 

Margaret  Steph . . . 

Juana  Teresa 

Major  Barbour 

S 

2< 

Aug.     x 

IS 

Ballast 

Assorted 

Lead  and  cof- 
fee. 
Colfce 

Prince  of  "Wales... 

Major  Barbour 

Sir  Robert  Peel... 

20 

Sept.  19 

19 

Assorted 

Coffee 

Assorted 

Coffee 

21 
26 

J.  II.  Toone 

Oct.    12 

Salvor 

Coffee. 

12 
23 

28 

Prince  of  Wales... 
R.  Burrows 

do 

do 

Rum,    sugar, 
coffee. 

Coffee 

29 

9 

Lord  Lyons 

Mabel 

Coffee 

9 

9 

do 

Coffee 

nl 

12 

Assorted   car- 
go. 

do 

do 

ColTce  . 

12 
12 

do 

Mexican 

British 

do 

II.  Travcrs 

Zurro  Colorado 

23 

Mary 

do 

.do 

do  . 

23 

Dec.     1 

9 

14 

do 

do 

do :.. 

do... 

Sir  Robert  Peel... 
VV.  It.  Northrop.. 
Prince  of  Wales... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

22 

do 

do 

do 

24 

24 

do 

Confederate 

British 

do 

do 

Sir  Robert  Peel... 
W.  Mallory 

24 
27 

European . 

31 

31 

C.  P.  Knapp 

MATANZAS. 


June    4 
4 

American 

do 

....do 

Brig.... 

Schr 

Schr 

Brig.... 
Schr.... 
Ketch. . . 

It.  Jackson 

Molasses 

do 

Savannah. 
Do. 

July     ft 

Chief 

do 

Do. 

0 

liritish 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

Aug.  23 
30 

Coffee 

do 

Do. 

CARDENAS. 


British 

do 

do 

do 

Schr 

Schr 

Schr .... 
Schr 

Prince  of  Wales . . . 

Aug.    1 

Molasses 

..   ..do 

13 

Time 

Nov.    1 

Captured  off  Charles!  nn. 

Since  the  above  was  put  in  type,  one  steamer  and  four  schooners  have  arrived  with  cotton  and  naval 
stores  at  Havana  and  Matanzas  from  Confederate  ports. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

Richmond,  May  G,  ]S62. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  your  letter  of  30th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  pur- 
chases of  cotton  for  persons  residing  in  foreign  countries. 

I  know  no  law  which  prohibits  the  purchase  of  cotton  on  foreign 
accounts,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  law  or  reason  of  policy  which 
should  induce  this  Government  to  extend  to  property  thus  purchased 
greater  protection  than  is  extended  to  that  of  our  own  citizens.  It 
fs  the  settled  determination  of  the  Government  to  allow  no  cotton 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  as  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  they  would  seize  and  appropriate  to  themselves  all  cotton  they 
could  find  without  regard  to  ownership. 

If  your  correspondents  buy  cotton,  they  must  expect  to  share  the 
same  risks  as  are  incurred  by  our  citizens. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 
Secretary  of  Slate. 
Messrs.  Browne,  Fleming  &  Co., 

Atlanta,  (fa. 


Xo.  7.] 

Pakir,  May  0,  1802. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch  of  18th  April,  I  have  had  nothing  of 
interest  to  communicate  excepting  that  the  tone  of  the  same  official 
press  of  Paris  has  undergone  a  most  favorable  change. 

The  only  journals  that  frankly  sustain  the  Emperor's  policy  are 
the  Const itutionnel,  Patrie,  and  Pays.  With  the  persons  controlling 
tbe  two  latter  I  have  been  for  some  seven  or  eight  weeks  on  terms 
of  friendly  relation.  All  their  sympathies  were  with  our  cause, 
but  they  hesitated  about  fully  expressing  them,  not  knowing  how 
far  such  a  course  might  be  agreeable  to  the  Government.  This 
doubt  now  no  longer  exists,  and  they  frankly  advocate  our  cause,  as 
does  the  Constitutional. 

This  journal  is  under  the- direct  control  of  Persigny,  of  whose 
warm  advocacy  I  have  more  than  once  spoken.  I  continue  to  see 
him  frequently,  and  he  speaks  to  me  most  unreservedly.  The  visit 
of  Mr.  Mercier  to  Richmond,  of  course,  has  surprised  and  inter- 
ested everyone,  the  more  so  that  even  now,  after  an  interval  of  nearlv 
a  fortnight,  since  the  telegraph  first  informed  us  of  it.  its  object  and 
results  are  as  much  a  mystery  as  ever.  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, from  the  best  sources  of  information,  that  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs  knows  little  more  about  it  than  the  public.  I 
saw  Persigny  to-day.  He  is  always  very  frank  and  confidential 
with  me,  and  he  assures  me  that  he  is  entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
whole  matter. 

One  thing  appears  to  be  certain.  Mr.  Mercier  has  acted  without 
instructions  from  Mr.  Thouvenel.  This  visit  to  Richmond  can  be 
accounted  for  only  on  one  of  two  suppositions,  either  that  the  Wash- 
ington Government  had  intimated  to  him  that  it  was  now  disposed 
to  avail  itself  of  the  proffered  and  rejected  mediation  of  the  Em- 
peror, referred  to  in  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  of  30th  May  last  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  or  that  the  French  minister  had  of  his  own  accord  pro- 
ceeded to  Richmond  to  offer  his  friendly  advice  to  our  Government. 
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This  latter  supposition  is  so  inconsistent  with  diplomatic  usage,  the 
large  experience  and  the  established  reputation  of  Mr.  Mercier  as  a 
man  of  sound  judgment  and  discretion,  that  it  appears  to  me  alto- 
gether inadmissible. 

There  is  still  a  third  possible  solution,  the  Emperor  may  have 
given  direct  instructions  to  Mercier  without  consulting  Thouvenel. 
This  is  not  considered  improbable  by  those  most  familiar  with  his' 
mode  of  managing  delicate  and  important  matters.    His  most  marked 
quality  is  his  extreme  reticence. 

But  all  this  is  mere  speculation,  in  which  it  may,  perhaps,  seem  idle 
to  indulge  when  you  are  necessarily  in  possession  of  the  true  facts  of 
the  case.  The  secret  can  not  much  longer  be  kept  even  here,  and  all 
I  have  to  do  is  to  patiently  await  its  disclosure. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  9.] 

25  Rue  Eoyale,  Brussels,  May  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  Just  after  the  departure  of  my  No.  8,  I  received  the  London 
Standard,  containing  a  letter  from  its  New  York  correspondent  (a 
Mr.  Scoville),  which  commences  in  this  wise: 

New  York,  April  IS. 
The  city  of  Now  York  has  more  interest  in  the  success  of  the  wnr  than  any 
other  part  of  the  free  States.  If  the  rebellion  succeeds,  it  %v i  1 1  make  no  very 
peat  difference  to  the  New  England  or  to  the  Western  States.  Business  would 
go  on  in  the  present  channels.  Tt  is  not  so  with  this  pity.  She  has  a  direct 
interest  in  crushing  out  this  rebellion,  and  making  things  ;is  they  were  before. 
It'  this  city  should  lose  the  vast  income  derived,  directly  and  indirectly,  from 
wielding  the  Southern  productions,  and  also  supplying  the  wants  of  the  South, 
decline  would  commence  here.  Even  the  fact  that  New  York  must  be  the  great 
■  ■enter  of  the  immense  financial  operations  consequent  upon  an  increase  of  a 
national  debt  to  $2.000.000.000 — payment  of  interest  would  not  counterbalance 
the  loss  of  the  agency  of  the  commerce  of  the  Southern  States.  New  York 
would  decline  for  a  number  of  years.  In  fact,  the  present  low  price  of  build- 
ings heretofore  used  for  stores  would  never  be  got  over.  The  decline  would  go 
on.  Store*  will  command  no  price  now.  The  income  will  hardly  pay  taxes. 
Evpn  the  largest  class  of  dwelling  houses,  such  as  have  ranged  in  rent  from 
S.">0  to  $750  now  rent  for  S400  and  SfiinO.  A  few  months  more  of  this  uncer- 
tainty and  rents  would  go  down  for  the  same  property  to  $250  and  .$350.  The 
city  would  never  recover  from  the  blow  that  a  separation  would  indict  upon  her 
property:  hence  Xew  York  City  will  never  listen  to  any  project  that  admits 
of  any  other  settlement  of  this  rebellion  except  hanging  the  rebels,  and,  if 
necessary,  holding  a  military  government  in  the  more  rebellious  States.  The 
prospect  of  any  other  settlement  is  out  of  the  question,  for  New  York  City  con- 
trols the  Government,  aud  the  President  would  as  soon  attempt  to  fly  as  to  make 
any  kind  of  settlement  except  such  as  would  be  most  satisfactory  to  New  York. 

Mr.  Scoville  is  well  informed  upon  the  subject  of  which  he  writes. 
You  have  seen  that  he  fully  corroborates  the  opinions  which  I  ex- 
pressed to  you  with  reference  to  the  sordid  motives  which  instigated 
New  York  to  force  the  North  to  inhumanly  war  against  us.  The  sins 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  scarcely  of  greater  enormity  than  those 
of  this  infamously  wicked  city:  and  retributive  justice  will  have 
taken  its  leave  of  earth  if  she  be  not  sooner  or  later  reduced  to  a 
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state  of  ruin  approaching  annihilation.  She  alone,  with  Scott,  as 
her  willing  and  silly  tool,  is  responsible  for  the  loss  of  all  the  valu- 
able lives  of  our  worthy  countrymen.  While  there  is  a  heart  to 
lament  the  fall  of  a  Johnston,  a  Zollicoffer,  a  McCulloch,  a  Bartow,  a 
Wise,  and  the  brilliant  constellation  of  other  heroes  who  fell  in  de- 
fending our  homes,  she  will  be  loathed  as  the  most  depraved  of 
•places  upon  the  earth's  surface.  The  Confederate  States  will.  I  am 
confident,  heremetically  seal  their  frontiers  against  her.  For  any  of 
their  citizens  to  put  a  dollar  in  her  pocket  hereafter  would  be  prac- 
tically to  contribute  to  the  nourishment  of  an  avowed  fiend. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  ('.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Ya. 


No.  10.] 

25  BfF.  EoYAT.E, 

Bmsxch,  May  J  J,  1W2. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  an  interesting  interview  of  an  hour  and  a 
quarter's  duration  with  Mr.  Eogier,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
of  Belgium.  From  its  commencement  to  its  end  he  manifested  an 
earnest  disposition  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  nature  of  the 
considerations  which  influenced  the  Confederate  States  to  secede 
from  the  Union;  to  ascertain  their  constitutional  right  to  do  so; 
and  to  inform  himself  whether  there  was  a  chance,  however  remote, 
for  a  reunion.  I  gave  him  a  succinct  history  of  the  wrongs  to  which 
those  States  had  been  subjected  while  they  constituted  a  portion  of 
the  United  States;  explained  the  peculiar  character  of  the  national 
system  adopted  by  the  fathers  in  1787  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States  by  which  for  certain  purposes  it  was  created:  and  solemnly 
assured  him,  adducing  the  overpowering  evidence  that  I  had  in  my 
profession  that  it  was  not  within  the  range  of  earthly  possibilities 
that  the  Confederate  States  could  ever  suffer  themselves  to  be  so 
dishonored  as  to  accept  of  a  central  government  of  which  the ' 
Northern  States  were  to  be  a  party. 

After  I  had  concluded  my  statements  and  remarks  Mr.  Eogier,  in 
substance,  observed:  "That  the  condition  of  affairs  in  western 
Europe,  resulting  from  the  state  of  continued  hostilities  in  America, 
was  becoming  painfully  serious:  that  something  would  have  to  be 
done  very  soon  of  a  reliable  nature  for  the  amelioration  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  industrial  classes:  that  Belgium  was  positively  paralyzed 
by  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  raw  cotton:  that  she  was  not 
a  power  to  make  her  voice  heard  through  her  sword :  that  she  had, 
however,  as  large  interests  involved,  proportionately,  as  though  she 
were  such  a  power:  that  as  she  had  no  navy  she  could  not,  were  she 
so  inclined,  take  the  initiative  in  proposintr'a  disregard  of  the  block- 
auC'  wh"tever  ner  sufferings:  but  that  she  woidd  certainly  not  be 
the  last  European  State  to  recognize  our  independence. 

The  manner  of  Mr.  Eogier  was  cordial.  It  was  that  of  an  honest 
man,  in  eager  pursuit  of  truth.  He  listened  well— he  conversed 
wisely.  I  was  sensibly  struck  with  the  contrast  between  himself  and 
Earl  Eussell  in  this  regard.     He     was  as  composed  throughout  as 
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if  he  were  reposing  upon  eiderdown.  The  Earl,  on  the  contrary, 
was  as  restless  as  if  he  had  been  seated  on  a  cushion  of  thorns.  The 
former,  in  the  interests  of  right,  seemed  willing  to  be  convinced. 
The  latter,  in  the  interests  of  long-cherished  prejudices,  perhaps, 
seemed  determined  not  to  be  convinced.  The  temperature  of  the 
one  compared  with  the  other  was  that  of  the  volcano  to  the  iceburg. 
And  here,  I  will  take  occasion  to  place  my  impression  upon  record, 
in  order  that  history  may  not  be  falsified  in  this  particular,  that 
our  country  has  had  no  more  harmful  enemy,  no  more  unrelenting 
persecutor  among  the  distinguished  officials  of  Europe  than  her 
Majesty's  present  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs.  To 
Lord  Palmerston,  the  foremost  statesman  "  of  all  this  world,"  is  at- 
tributable our  recognition  as  a  belligerent,  and  the  degrading  Inunda- 
tion of  the  North  in  the  affair  of  the  Trent.  His  judgment  and 
will  overruled,  in  both  cases,  most  of  those,  subordinate  to  him  in 
position.  The  noble  spirits  of  the  Army — the  noble  spirits  of  the 
Navy — aye,  and  the  noble  spirits  of  the  British  public  rallied 
around  him  more  devotedly  than  ever,  for  that  which  timid  hearts 
pronounced  rash  temerity. 

To  return  to  Belgium — the  Government  does  not  misconceive  or 
underestimate  the  difficulty  of  the  industrial  situation.  Mr.  Eogier 
avowed  that  it  was  a  puzzling  question.  I  can  not  better  illustrate 
its  gravity  than  by  an  introduction  of  the  following  paragraphs 
contained  in  the  Journal  of  Ghent  of  yesterday: 

\\V  are  informed  that  tin'  minister  of  tin-  interior  lias  just  submitted  to 
the  examination  of  a  committee  composed  of  professors  of  the  Veterinary  Col- 
lew,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Van  Haeken,  Government  veterinary  surgeon  at 
Oostaker  Saint  Amand  (near  Ghent),  relative  to  the  use  to  he  made  of  the 
flesh  of  cattle '  killed  in  consequence  of  a  disease  called  exsudative  pleuro- 
pneumonia. 

If,  as  v,-e  have  every  reason  to  hope,  this  proposition  should  he  adopted,  it 
will  he  possible  to  provide  our  unfortunate  operatives,  now  thrown  out  of 
employment,  with  nutritious  food,  and  thus  partly  attenuate  the  disastrous 
consequences  of  the  manufacturing  crisis  to  which  we  are  subjected  by  the 
American  war. 

I  may  safely  say  that  there  are  25.000  operatives  ordinarily  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  in  one  way  or  another, 
now  utterly  unemployed  in  this  Kingdom,  while  all  other  pursuits 
are  in  a  languishing  condition.  In  the  great  port  of  Antwerp  there 
are  at  this  time  but  200  bales  of  cotton  wool.  The  destitute  have 
no  other  sources  upon  which  to  rely  for  daily  bread  than  public  and 
private  contribution?.  These  Avill  soon  fail,  and  then?  Alas!  echo 
responds  enquiringly.  "And  then?"  Shall  it  be  actual  starvation? 
The  meat  of  the  diseased  cattle  may  even  be  exhausted  soon. 

Nor  is  the  condition  of  Holland,  the  States  of  the  Zolleverein.  and 
Switzerland  considerably  better  than  that  of  afflicted  Belgium, 
Most  of  the  spindles  in  each  of  those  countries,  amounting  to  nearly 
two  millions  in  the  aggregate,  are  as  good,  for  all  profitable  purposes, 
as  at  a  dead  standstill.  France  has  lived  less  from  hand  to  mouth  in 
obtaining  supplies  than  her  continental  neighbors,  and  therefore  is 
less  depressed ;  still  the  Emperor  is  grievously  concerned  for  the 
near  at  hand  future.  He  remembers  the  favorite  saying  of  his  uncle 
"  C'est  le  ventre  qui  gouverne  le  monde,"  and  is  understood  to  be 
busily  engaged  in  trying  to  arrange  a  satisfactory  plan  to  afford 
176429°— 22— vol  3 27 
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ample  nourishment  to  his  ouvriers.  Even  Great  Britain  begins  dis- 
tinctly to  perceive  that  it  was  a  mistaken  policy  not  to  have  com- 
menced earlier  to  trim  her  sails  properly  for  the  threatening-  storm. 
The  Tradings  of  Lancashire  are  beginning  to  make  themselves  heard 
in  high  places.  According  to  the  last  report  from  Manchester  it 
appears  that  of  1,078  mills  278  are  wholly  stopped.  497  are  working 
full  time,  and  the  remainder  are  working  two  to  live  days  per  week. 
Of  349,310  operatives  formerly  employed  in  those  mills,  57.801  are 
wholly  out  of  employment,  9.411  are  working  two  days  per  week, 
13.410  are  working  2i  days.  73.G11  are  working  three  days.  18,853 
are  working  34  days.  70.-U2  are  working  four  days,  13.407  are  work- 
ing five  days,  and  92.355  are  working  full  time.  Thus,  the  amount  of 
work  is  about  equal  to  full  employment  for  207,800  operatives.  The 
production  of  these  mills  is  about  40  per  cent  less  than  it  was  when 
there  was  full  employment,  and  30  to  33  per  cent  less  than  in 
January. 

I  arn  quite  free  to  confess  that  I  did  believe,  when  Avar  was  de- 
clared against  us,  that  all  that  is  now  transpiring  in  western  Europe, 
with  respect  to  the  want  of  a  supply  of  cotton  wool,  would  have 
developed  itself  in  November  or  December.  lint  artifices,  unworthy 
of  those  who  employed  them,  were  resorted  to,  in  order  to  postpone 
the  dreaded  hour,  come  though  it  might  with  a  hundredfold  more 
force.  There  was  a  sort  of  cotton  exchange  at  Liverpool,  and  at  other 
places  wherever  there  was  a  bale  on  speculation,  at  which  dealings 
in  the  article  were  not  dissimilar  to  those  in  stocks.  Instead  of  being 
operated  hi  as  an  article  of  necessity,  it  was  operated  in  as  an  article 
of  fancy. 

At  length  our  cotton  fields  are  silently  asserting  the  supremacy, 
which  they  modestly  claimed  in  the  rule  of  the  affairs  of  civiliza- 
tion— a  little  late  perhaps  for  the  good  of  all  concerned,  but  not  too 
late  to  evince  their  overpowering  strength.  To  this  supremacy  I 
have  carefully  avoided  adverting  in  my  intercourse  with  Europeans, 
notwithstanding  my  knowledge  of  its'  certain  existence.  Conscious 
of  its  inflexibility  and  invincibility  I  conceived  that  I  could  well 
afford  to  forbear  assuming  an  attitude  that  might  submit  me  to  a 
classification  with  those  representatives  who  are  vainglorious  of  their 
country. 

King  Leopold  has  been  so  severe  a  sufferer  from  disease,  for  three 
or  four  months,  as  to  be  prevented  from  taking  an  active  interest  in 
State  affairs.  For  two  or  three  days  last  week  his  life  was  almost 
despaired  of.  Since  then  an  improvement  in  his  condition  has  taken 
place,  and  hopes  are  now  entertained  that  his  restoration  to  good 
health  will  be  speedy  and  complete.  I  sincerely  wish  that  this  may 
be  the  case,  for  he  is  among  the  best  of  European  sovereigns  and 
men,  an  ornament  to  the  throne  upon  which  he  sits. 

I  indulge  the  belief  that  his  friendly  counsels  Avill  be  employed, 
as  soon  as  he  is  convalescent,  to  influence  adjacent  potentates  to  take' 
effective  steps  for  opening  the  way  for  an  adequate  supply  to  western 
Europe  of  our  great  staple.  To  accomplish  such  a  result  is  the  first 
desire  of  my  heart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

tt       T  tj  r>  A-  DimLEY  Mann. 

Hon.  .J.  JP.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 
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No.  8.] 

Paris,  May  lo,  1862. 

Sir:  My  last  dispatch  was  of  9th  May.  On  Saturday  last  I  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  re- 
questing' an  interview.  He  replied  on  Sunday,  saying  that  he  would 
receive  me  on  Wednesday.  I  accordingly  called' on  him  yesterday. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  opened  the  conversation  by  stating  the 
object  of  my  visit,  but  lie  anticipated  me  by  at  once  entering  upon 
tiie  subject  of  our  atfairs,  and  especially  the  effect  that  would  be 
produced  by  the  capture  of  New  Orleans.  I  replied  to  him  very 
frankly  that  it  was  a  heavy  blow  for  us  and  would  give  the  enemy  the 
command  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  enable  him  to  harass 
anil  annoy  our  citizens  living  on  navigable  streams  or  in  their  im- 
mediate neighborhood,  and  that  if  they  were  disposed  to  plunder 
and  destroy  it  would  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  prevent  their 
doing  so  on  a  large  scale;  but  that  the  occupation  of  New  Orleans 
and  all  our  other  seaports  would  not  in  any  degree  change  or  even 
modify  the  fixed  determination  of  our  people  to  carry  on  the  war 
until  our  independence  was  acknowledged  by  the  North.  We  also 
talked  for  some  time  about  the  prospects  of  the  campaign  in  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  Rappahannock,  and  at  Yorktown;  he  appeared  to 
be  well  posted  as  to  the  position  of  the  respective  armies,  the  topog- 
raphy of  the  country,  etc.  I  then  said  to  him  that  I  had  requested 
an  interview  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information  respecting  Mr. 
Mercier's  recent  visit  to  Richmond;  that  I  thought  I  had  at  least  a 
moral  right  to  be  made  acquainted  through  him  of  what  had  passed 
between  my  Government  and  his  minister,  as  means  of  receiving 
dispatches  from  Richmond  were  very  irregular  and  precarious, 
while  the  Federal  representative  here  was  undoubtedly  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  facts,  as  Mr.  Mercier  would  probably  have  communi- 
cated freely  with  Mr.  Seward,  and  certainly  with  Lord  Lyons:  and 
that  whatever  Lord  Lj-ons  wrote  to  Earl  Russell  would  be  known 
to  Mr.  Adams  on  his  application. 

Sir.  Thouvenel  very  frankly  and  promptly  replied  that  he  recog- 
nized my  right  to  be  fully  informed  on  the  matter,  but  that,  strange 
to  say,  he  had  not  received  a  solitary  line  on  the  subject  from  Mr. 
Mercier;  that  all  he  knew  was  derived  from  London,  Earl  Russell 
having  furnished  the  French  ambassador  there  with  a  copy  of  Lord 
Lyons'  dispatch.  The  substance  of  which  was  that  Mr.  Mercier 
had  gone  to  Richmond  at  the  instance  of  Seward,  who  had  author- 
ized him  to  say  that  if  the  South  would  return  to  the  Union,  any 
and  every  condition  which  she  could  demand  would  be  accorded; 
that  when  he  arrived  at  Richmond  he  met  so  peremptory  a  denial 
to  entertain  such  a  proposition  on  any  terms,  that  lie  had  not  even 
an  opportunity  to  give  Mr.  Seward's  views  in  detail.  That  he  had 
left  Richmond  with  the  fidl  conviction  that  the  South  was  decided 
to  maintain  herself  at  all  hazards  and  at  every  sacrifice,  and  had 
the  ability  as  well  as  the  will  to  do  so;  and  that  this  determination 
would  not  be  at  all  affected  even  if  New  Orleans  and  all  her  other 
seaports  were  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  In  short,  that  the  Union 
was  irrevocably  dissolved  and  that  European  nations  must  shape 
their  policy  in  accordance  with  this  theory. 


420  LIST   OF   PAPERS. 

I  then  said  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  that,  having  so  promptly  admitted 
my  right  to  be  fully  informed  of  what  had  passed  at  Richmond,  I 
would  take  the  liberty  of  asking  him  when  he  received  his  dispatches 
from  Mr.  Mercier  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of  such  portions  of  them  as 
referred  to  his  visit.  This  he  very  readily  promised  to  do,  and  I 
shall  probably  have  it  to-morrow.  The  fact  that  nothing  has  been 
received  from  Mr.  Mercier  at  the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
strengthens  me  in  the  belief  that  a  private  correspondence  exists 
between  him  and  the  Emperor.  Mr.  Thouvenel's  whole  manner  was 
very  different  from  what  I  had  found  it  in  my  former  interview;  it 
was  decidedly  frank  and  cordial;  although  he  did  not  directly  say  so, 
it  left  me  fairly  to  infer  that  if  New  Orleans  had  not  been  taken 
and  we  suffered  no  very  serious  reverses  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee, 
our  recognition  would  very  soon  have  been  declared,  and  that  if 
we  gained  any  decided  victory  there  the  capture  of  our  ports  would 
not  prevent  it  at  a  very  early  day.  Pie  also  asked  me  what  France 
could  do.  The  Emperor  would  not  act  without  England,  and  armed 
intervention  was  a  step  that  he  could  not  have  recourse  to. 

I  said  that  recognition  would  by  its  moral  influence  solve  the 
difficulty:  mediation,  if  then  offered,  would  be  accepted;  a  definitive 
peace  could  not  at  once  be  concluded,  but  that  an  armistice  for  six 
months  could  be  agreed  on,  coupled  with  the  condition  of  opening 
our  ports  to  all  neutral  flags  not  conveying  articles  contraband  of 
war.  lie  seemed  pleased  with  the  suggestion,  but  asked  what  is  to 
be  done  with  the  border  States.  I  replied  that  we  would  never 
make  peace  unless  they  were  permitted  freely  to  choose  their  own 
associations:  they  would  probably  at  first  form  a  confederacy  apart, 
but  they  could  not  fail  after  a  short  interval  to  unite  their  destiny 
with  ours.  On  the  whole,  my  interview  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  was 
highly  satisfactory  and  encouraging,  the  more  so  as  I  have  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  he  is  the  only  member  of  the  ministry  whose 
sympathies  are  not  with  us. 

I  write  this  in  great  haste,  as  I  have  an  immediate  opportunity  of 
forwarding  it  by  safe  hands. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

John  Slidetx. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Bex  jam  ix, 

Secretary  of  state.  Richmond. 


no.  hi.]  ('onfei)krate  states  commission, 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  May  15,  1SG2. 

Sir:  My  Xo.  9,  with  a  communication  intended  for  the  Govern- 
ment from  James  Spence,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  goes  by  same  con- 
veyance as  this. 

A  few  days  since  I  received  under  cover  from  the  house  of 
1-raser,  Irenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  a  dispatch  from  YVm  M 
Browne  Esq.  "Secretary  of  State  ad  interim."  dated  lHth  of  March 
last,  and  marked  No.  5.  It  contained  nothing,  but  an  account  of  the 
then  recent  victory  of  the  Merrimack  over  the  Federal  squadron  in 
Hampton  Loads,  accompanied  by  the  official  report  of  the  en«a«»e- 
ment.  '-  ^ 
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On  my  arrival  here  in  January  last,  I  found  two  dispatches  from 
the  Department,  dated,  respectively,  October  29  and  November  9, 
18G1,  and  marked  Nos.  2  and  3.  I  have  received  none  other  except 
No.  5,  above  acknowledged,  and  thus  Nos.  1  and  4  are  missing.  I 
write  this  lest  the  Department  should  suppose  I  had  been  inatten- 
tive to  their  contents. 

I  hear  of  occasional  arrivals  at  Liverpool  from  the  Confederate 
States.  Only  three  days  ago  a  ship  arrived  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.,  with  communications  from  the  War  Department  for  Captain 
Huse,  its  agent  in  England,  but  with  nothing  either  for  Mr.  Slidell 
or  for  me.  I  am  well  aware,  whilst  unaccredited  here,  the  Depart- 
ment can  have  little  to  communicate  in  the  form  of  instruction  or 
advice.  Still,  it  would  be  desirable  to  hear  occasionally  from  the 
Government,  were  it  only  words  of  encouragement  and  hope.  In 
political  circles  here  constant  inquiry  is  made  what  I  hear  from  home, 
and  when  I  answer  that  I  get  nothing,  a  doubt  seems  implied  that 
the  Government  hesitates  to  commit  itself  to  persistence  in  the  Avar 
in  the  midst  of  the  trying  circumstances  in  whicli  it  is  placed.  True, 
I  leave  nothing  undone  to  dispel  such  doubt,  but  an  occasional  letter, 
even  if  referring  only  to  the  spirit  of  our  people  and  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Government,  happen  what  may,  would  go  far  to  reassure 
our  more  timid  friends  in  England,  and  it  is  of  the  last  moment  to 
keep  the  public  mind  here  assured  that  the  war  (in  all  its  conse- 
quences so  disastrous  to  Europe)  will  go  on,  at  any  cost  of  suffering 
or  distress,  until  the  Federal  Government  shall  lay  down  its  arms 
and  leave  the  territory  of  the  South. 

My  No.  8  of  the  2d  April,  with  a  memorandum  from  Mr.  Slidell 
accompanying  it,  gave  to  the  Department  information  of  apparent 
grave  moment  from  France.  Lest  it  may  not  have  reached  yon 
through  the  blockade,  I  have  intrusted  its  substance  to  Mr.  "Ward 
(Lite  minister  of  the  United  States  to  China)  to  be  communicated 
orally  to  the  President.  Mr.  Ward  also  bears  with  this  an  unofficial 
note  from  me  to  the  President  referring  to  it.  All  is  mystery  with 
us  touching  the  late  visit  of  M.  Mercier  to  Richmond,  as  connected 
with  which  I  enclose  an  extract  from  a  note  received  yesterday  from 
Mr.  Slidell  at  Paris,  dated  on  the  14th  instant.     (See  enclosure.) 

You  will,  of  course,  know  the  ostensible  as  well.  I  presume,  as  the 
real  purpose  of  the  visit  of  M.  Mercier,  but  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
claimer of  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  Mr.  Slidell,  I  must,  until  the  future 
shall  show  the  contrary,  remain  of  opinion  that  M.  Mercier  went  to 
Richmond  under  orders  from  the  Emperor  direct,  and  on  a  mission 
which  he  did  not  choose  should,  for  the  time  at  least,  be  made  known 
to  Enerland. 

Mv  No.  8  will  have  shown  that  there  were  reasons  why  intercourse 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  Confederate  States  should  not  be  con- 
ducted through  the  usual  diplomatic  channels.  He  may  have  chosen 
that  M.  Thouvenel  should  not  be  able  to  answer  Lord  Cowley's  en- 
quirv  as  to  the  object  of  such  mission,  and  we  know  here  that  when 
the  first  intelligence  came,  that  M.  Mericer  had  gone  to  Richmond, 
Lord  Cowley  enquired  of  M.  Thouvenel  what  it  meant,  and  was 
answered  that  he  had  no  information;  and  now  this  theory  gets  fur- 
ther confirmation  in  the  fact  that  M.  Thouvenel  has  not  yet  heard 
from  M.  Mercier,  but  is  left  to  Lord  Lyons'  dispatches  to  his  Govern- 
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ment  (as  he  reports  to  Mr.  Slidell)  to  know  what  a  mission  of  his 
own  minister  and  of  such  grave  moment  meant.  If  the  orders  went 
from  the  Emperor  direct,  the  return  dispatch  would  go  to  the 
Emperor  direct,  and  so  M.  Thouvenel  would  be  left  to  the  dispatches 
of  Lord  Lyons. 

Nor  do  I  find  these  views  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  alleged 
mission  from  Mr.  Seward  (spoken  of  in  dispatches  of  Lord  Lyons), 
as  M.  Thouvenel  reported  them  to  Mr.  Slidell,  that  I  should  take  as 
the  ostensible,  while  the  real  mission  was  known  only  to  the  Emperor 
ami  his  minister,  and  I  presume  also  the  Government  at  Puchmond. 

1  venture  on  these  speculations  only  that  in  some  event  the  sug- 
gestion and  the  reasons  for  it,  viz,  that  the  purpose  of  M.  Mercier's 
visit  was  not  disclosed  by  the  Emperor  to  any,  may  possibly  be  of 
service  to  you,  as  a  clue  to  anything  that  may  be  hidden. 

I  send  you  with  this  late  files  of  the  London  Times,  from  which 
inter  alia  you  will  see  the  extent  of  the  distress  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  and  the  way  it  is  dealt  with  by  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State*  Richmond. 

[Enclosure.] 

Paris,  May  H,  18(12. 

On  Saturday  last  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  requesting 
an  interview.    He  replied  on  Sunday,  fixing  to-day  for  it. 

My  main  motive  was  to  know  what  was  the  object  and  result  of 
M.  Mercier's  visit  to  Richmond.  I  have  just  left  Mr.  T. ;  his  recep- 
tion was  very  cordial  and  he  was  much  more  communicative  than 
when  I  saw  him  soon  after  my  arrival  at  Paris.  Strange  to  sav.  he 
lias  not  a  line  from  Meiv'ier;  all  that  he  knows  is  derived  from  the 
communications  of  Lord  Lyons  to  his  Government.  Lyons  had 
seen  and  conversed  with  Mercier.  Mr.  T.  has  only  extracts  from 
L.'s  letter.  It  seems  that  Mr.  Mercier  went  to  Richmond  at  the  in- 
stance of  Seward,  and  was  authorized  to  say  that  if  the  South  wotdd 
reenter  the  Union  the  largest  concessions 'of  every  kind  would  be 
made.  M.  has  returned  with  the  full  conviction  that  the  South  is 
determined  to  resist  to  the  uttermost,  and  that  she  has  the  ability 
to  defend  herself,  and  that  the  possession  of  all  her  ports  will  not 
shake  the  determination.  I  had  intended  to  say  at  first  to  Mr.  T. 
that  my  only  object  in  asking  to  see  him  was  to  know  what  had 
passed  atRichmond.  but  he  anticipated  me  hv  speaking  of  the  cap- 
ture of  New  Orleans,  and  asking  me  what  I  thought 'would  be  its 
effect.  I  very  frankly  told  him  that  it  would  he  most  disastrous,  as 
it  would  give  the  enemy  the  control  of  the  Mississippi  and  all' its 
tributaries,  but  that  it  would  not  in  any  way  modifv  the  fixed  pur- 
pose of  our  people  to  carry  on  the  war',  even  to  our' own  extermina- 
tion. He  said  that  was  the  opinion  of  everyone  here.  He  seemed 
to  regret  the  taking  of  New  Orleans,  and  rather  intimated  that  if 
it  had  not  occurred  and  we  were  able  to  sustain  ourselves  at  Corinth 
ann  in  \  lrginia  we  should  soon  have  been  recosrn  i  zed  and+hat  decided 
successes  at  Corinth  and  in  Virginia  would  lead  to  the  same  result 
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He  repeated  that  France  could  not  act  without  the  concurrence  of 
England.  I  commented  on  Lord  Palmerston's  speech,  in  which  he 
said  that  there  was  not  only  entire  identity  of  action  between  France 
and  England  but  of  policy  and  purpose;  that  I  had  been  led  to 
believe  that  the  latter  branch  of  the  assertion  was  untrue.  He 
rather  evaded  this  point,  but  intimated  that  the  action  of  France 
had  been  confined  to  the  verbal  assertion  of  her  wishes. 

On  the  whole,  my  interview  was  rather  satisfactory  than  the  re- 
verse. He  addressed  me  on  entering  as  monsieur  le  ministre,  ami 
has  promised  me  that  so  soon  as  he  receives  his  dispatches  from  Mr. 
M.  he  will  let  me  know  by  letter  what  passed  at  liichmond. 


2vo.  S.]  Cox:';:i)i:iiA'iK  States  Com-mehcial  Aoency. 

London,  May  lo,  J $62. 

Sin:  In  my  last  dispatch  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my 
plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  journal,  exclusively  de- 
voted to  the  exposition  of  our  views  and  the  advocacy  of  our  inter- 
ests. It  now  affords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  be  able  to  transmit 
to  you  the  three  first  numbers,  and  I  trust  that  it  may  realize  your 
expectations.  So  far  as  its  very  brief  existence  can  warrant  an 
opinion,  it  bids  fair  to  accomplish  its  intended  object.  A  commercial 
success  is,  of  course,  out  of  the  question,  and  was  not  contemplated 
either  by  myself  or  those  whose  patriotism  induced  them  to  assist 
me  with  means.  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  give  the  paper  their 
hearty  support,  and  nearly  all  of  Southern  talent  available  in  Europe- 
is  rallied  to  its  intellectual  assistance.  In  this  respect  I  am  under 
special  obligations  to  Mr.  Spence,  of  Liverpool,  the  distinguished 
author  of  the  "American  Union,"  to  whose  eloquent  pen  I  am  in- 
debted for  some  of  my  best  leaders. 

This  laborious  undertaking  has  naturally  much  increased  my 
already  heavy  labors,  but  will  not  induce  me  to  abandon  my  con- 
nection with  other  papers  nor  to  neglect  my  duties  as  commercial 
agent,  which  latter  are  more  than  was  anticipated  when  I  left  Rich- 
mond. Ventures  against  the  blockade  are  still  increasing  in  fre- 
quency, and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  my  presence 
here  has  not  been  altogether  fruitless  in  facilitating  and  system- 
atizing such  operations.  The  discharge  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  Sumter  has  thrown  somewhat  perplexing  duties  upon 
me  as  commercial  agent.  Eight  of  the  warrant  officers  of  that  ship 
and  a  number  of  her  seamen  were  shipwrecked  on  their  way  from 
Gibraltar  to  England,  and  lost  all  the  clothes  and  money  they  had. 
Others  of  the  crew  became  destitute  through  their  own  improvi- 
dence. Although  in  but  few  of  these  cases  a  legal  claim  for  assist- 
ance could  be  established  on  the  Government,  I  have  thought  that 
there  was  both  a  moral  obligation  and  a  motive  of  policy  in  extend- 
ing some  aid  to  these  unfortunate  men.  This  I  have  clone  out  of 
mv  private  means,  and  a  patriotic  Southern  lady.  Mrs.  Brewer,  of 
Mobile,  has  since  placed  £50  in  my  hands  to  lie  applied  to  the  "  re- 
lief of  distressed  seamen,"  in  default  of  any  fund  yet  provided  for 
that  purpose.  In  regard  to  the  warrant  officers,  I  have  arranged 
with  Captain  Bulloch  that  they  should  be  taken  in  his  employ, 
receiving  in  the  meantime  by  him,  through  me,  their  respective 
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leave-of-absence  pajT.  For  some  of  the  men  T  have  found  means  of 
returning:  home  and  for  others  I  have  procured  employment.  It  would 
be  a  real  gratification  to  me,  amid  the  fatigues  of  my  work,  to  know 
that  my  course  in  this  and  other  respects  had  your  approval. 

The  enclosed  extracts  will  indicate  to  you  the  tone  of  the  London 
press  on  the  Inderal  occupation  of  Xew  Orleans.  It  is  treated 
by  them  more  lightly  than  it  is  by  the  friends  of  the  South  privately. 
Among  the  latter  I  regret  to  find  that  this  event  is  deemed  to  be 
fraught  with  far  more  disastrous  consequences  than  1  anticipated. 
The  rumors  of  French  intervention  or  mediation  have  been  from 
the  beginning  studiously  ignored  by  the  Times  newspaper  and  are 
to-day  flatly  contradicted  by  it.  This  is,  no  doubt,  by  direction 
from  above,  as  the  Government  is  anxious  to  interpose  delays  and 
obstacles,  and  especially  to  stave  off  discussion  on  the  subject  in 
Parliament.  I  feel  daily  more  convinced  that  this  suicidal  hostility 
of  the  ministry,  or,  rather,  of  Earl  Russell,  can  not  much  longer 
continue  successful,  and  I  believe  recognition  must  certainly  take 
place  before  the  prorogation  of  Parliament. 

*  *  *  %  *  A  & 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hexisy  Hotze. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[  Addendum.  1 

May  17,  18G2. 
Since  closing,  the  news  lias  arrived  of  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown. 
I  enclose  extracts  from  Times  and  Herald  on  the  subject.  The  latter 
may  be  useful  for  republication.  We  need  cheering  and  encouraging 
dispatches  from  your  Department  to  use  among  our  wavering 
friends,  and  to  publish,  if  necessary.  Words  of  strong  determination 
would  now  be  worth  more  than  all  we  can  say,  if  thev  come  direct 
from  headquarters  It  is  difficult  even  to  keep  our  'friends  from 
despondency,  and  it  is  at  this  trying  moment  that  1  feel  (lie  value  of 
an  organ  of  our  own  which  serves  as  a  standard  around  which  the 
timid  and  the  disheartened  can  rallv.  Since  Russell's  return,  the 
Times  is  less  favorably  disposed  to 'us.  The  Herald,  which,  as  I 
before  informed  you,  lias  placed  its  columns  unreservedly  at  my 
disposal,  is  a  staunch  friend,  but  has  unfortunately  but  si  limited 
circulation.  What  I  now  wish  most  for.  next  to  a  great  victory,  is 
a  soul-stirring  manifesto  from  Richmond.  T  mav  add  that  some' of 
our  warmest  friends  in  Parliament  have  lonir  awaited  such  a  one 
and  do  now  await  it. 

I  am  compelled  to  write  in  great  haste  to  save  the  opportunity  of 
sending  this. 

AVith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hknky  Hotze. 

Xo-  1 1 ■  1  i>4  Hev( >nsi i i i;e  Stkekt,  Pc uri'M  an  Pi,a< t„ 

London,  M «,/  W,  1802, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  in  duplicate  a  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  James  Spence,  Esq..  of Liver- 
pool, and  to  ask  (should  the  original  not  have  been  received)   that 
it  may  be  laid  before  the  President. 
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The  reasons  given  by  Mr.  Spence  for  the  agency  in  Europe,  he 
suggests,  are  such  as  meet  the  approbation  of  my  own  judgment,  so  far 
as  present  circumstances  admit  of  forming  an  opinion.  And  on  the 
score  of  ability  and  qualification  for  the  duties  of  such  an  office  I 
know  of  none  having  a  superior  claim. 

Mr.  Spence  is  the  author  of  a  work  entitled  "  The  American 
Union;  its  effect  on  national  character  and  policy;  with  an  inquiry 
into  secession  as  a  constitutional  right,  and  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
ruption.'' 

It  is  a  production  of  learning  and  research  and  written  with 
marked  ability;  was  published  last  fall,  and  has  already  reached  a 
fourth  edition.  It  has  been  very  generally  read  in  the  educated  cir- 
cles of  this  country  and  attracts  great  attention. 

By  a  late  opportunity  he  sent  a  copy  through  me  to  the  President. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


54  Devonshire  Street,  Portman  Place, 

London,  May  10,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Colonel  Ward,  of 
Savannah,  the  late  minister  of  the  United  States  to  China.  I  avail 
myself  of  his  return  to  make  him  the  depository  of  the  substance 
of  the  late  dispatches  of  Mr.  Slidell  and  myself,  in  cipher,  to  the 
Department  of  State,  in  the  event  of  their  not  reaching  their  desti- 
nation. 'Those  dispatches  were  not  sent  in  duplicate,  and  Colonel 
AYard  is  obliging  enough  should  they  not  have  reached  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  the  medium  of  communicating  them  orally  to  you. 

The  great  importance  that  this  information  should  reach  you  has 
caused  ma  to  entrust  it  orally  to  Colonel  Ward,  knowing  its  safety 
with  him ;  but  the  gentleman  from  whom  it  was  derived  imparted  it 
to  Mr.  Slidell  and  myself,  with  a  request  that  it  should  not  be  known 
to  any  except  the  Secretary  of  State  and  yourself,  which  please 
regard.    We  have  heard  nothing  more  from  that  quarter. 

Colonel  Ward  can  tell  you  fully  of  the  state  of  public  feeling  in 
England  and  on  the  Continent  in  regard  to  American  affairs. 

Here  the  higher  and  the  educated  classes  strongly  sympathize 
with  the  South,  and  seem  to  deplore  the  coldness  and  inaction  of  the 
Government ;  but  none  disposed  to  encourage  the  opposition  to  make 
an  issue  with  the  ministry  on  the  question  either  of  recognition  or  of 
the  blockade. 

The  fall  of  New  Orleans  will  certainly  exercise  a  depressing  in- 
fluence on  counsels  here  for  intervention  in  either  form,  but  we  are 
anxiously  and  hopefully  looking  for  success  to  our  arms,  both  in 
Virginia  and  Tennessee;  in  the  event  of  both  or  even  either  if  suc- 
cess is  decisive.  I  should  look  for  some  decided  impulse  toward  inter- 
vention. 

We  are  all  mystified  here  touching  the  late  visit  of  M.  Mercier 
to  Richmond,  and  to  you  to  whom  its  objects  are  fully  known  our 
speculations  would  be  superfluous;  still  as  in  certain  aspects  they 
may  not  be  without  value,  I  have  ventured  to  give  them  in  my  dis- 
patch of  this  date  to  the  Department  of  State. 
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"With  an  earnest  prayer  for  speedy  relief  to  our  suffering  country, 
and  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  welfare, 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis. 


Liverpool,  May  £0,  18G2. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  Liverpool  at  present  and  in  connection 
■with  Mr.  W.  J.  Grazebrook,  an  army  contractor  and  merchant  of 
this  town,  who  has  already  supplied  many  rifles,  etc.,  for  the  agents 
of  the  Southern  Government.  We  are  together  endeavoring  to  carry 
out  the  contract  for  munitions  of  war,  dated  ordnance  office,  Kich- 
mond,  November  3,  1861,  signed  J.  Gorgas,  lieutenant  colonel,  chief 
of  ordnance,  in  favor  of  Messrs,  Beverly  Tucker  and  A.  F.  D. 
Giffard,  whose  interest  in  this  contract  has  been  transferred  to 
myself  and  Mr.  E.  Bourget  and  Mr.  "VV.  J.  Grazebrook  by  legal 
documents  on  the  7th  May,  1862,  through  a  Monsieur  Gautlierin,  of 
Paris,  by  the  gentlemen  interested.  The  authority  of  these  docu- 
ments, and  the  right  to  transfer  has  been  acknowledged  by  his 
Excellency  J.  Slidell  in  letters,  dated  4  April,  12  April,  and  2  May, 
and  also  we  have  a  letter  from  him  stating  that  2.000,000  ball 
cartridges  would  be  accepted  by  the  Confederate  Government  on 
same  terms  as  rest  of  contract.  We  have  now  had  these  documents 
but  a  few  days  and  we  have  great  hopes  of  carrying  them  out.  We 
labor  now,  however,  under  a  great  disadvantage  from  the  term  of 
the  contract  having  expired  upon  1st  April,  1862,  and  although  we 
have  the  assurance  of  Mr.  J.  Slidell  that  such  arms,  etc.,  would  be 
gladly  accepted  under  this  contract,  if  dispatched  shortly,  our 
friends  are  fearful  of  acting.  I  write  to  ask  j'ou  if  you  will  at  once 
take  steps  to  have  this  contract  confirmed  in  favor  of  ourselves,  and 
also  upon  your  present  terms,  as  exchange  is  now  very  disastrous  in 
obtaining  returns  and  infinitely  higher  than  on  3  November,  1861, 
date  of  contract,  and  I  fear  much  on  account  of  the  exchange,  my 
friends  will  yet  withdraw  their  promised  support.  If  you  will 
confirm  the  former  contract  (3  November)  making  good  the  differ- 
ence in  exchange  so  as  to  meet  us  if  we  succeed  in  sending  out  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  articles  specified,  and  also  send  ns  a  further 
contract  in  favor  of  our  own  selves  for  these  and  all  other  muni- 
tions of  war,  I  shall  be  much  obliged,  and,  indeed,  I  much  regret 
we  did  not  obtain  this  contract  at  an  earlier  date,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
with  my  friends  and  Mr.  Grazebrook's,  and  his  knowledge  of  this 
business,  we  could  certainly  long  since  have  carried  it  fully  out. 

If  you  require  Army  clothing  or  other  stores  besides  arms  and 
gunpowder,  we  are  quite  in  a  position  to  obtain  the  requisite  articles 
in  the  quickest  manner  possible,  as  Mr.  Grazebrook  has  supplied 
many  of  these  articles  from  the  first  for  your  Government. 

I  am,  my  dear  Monsieur  Benjamin,  your  obedient  servant, 

TT       T  „  t,  Ple.  de  Lassus. 

Hon.  ,).  r.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

P.  S.— Please  send  any  contracts  you  can  obtain  in  favor  of  Mr 
Grazebrook  and  myself  to  W.  J.  Grazebrook,  merchant,  Liverpool. 

DE  L. 
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Liverpool,  May  20,  "18G1  [1862}. 

Sir  :  I  have  addressed  you  this  morning  through  the  favor  of  the 
Count  de  Lassus.  Now,  with  his  knowledge,  I  beg  to  inform  you  of 
some  of  my  plans.  I  have  long  had  an  idea,  and  have  named  it  to 
your  military  commissioners  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  struggle, 
of  iron  plating  the  bows  (it  may  be  after  Cole's  or  others'  systems) 
of  some  of  our  steam  tugboats,  or,  if  suitable  vessels  can  be  found 
ready  built  here,  of  entirety  plating  them,  putting  their  armament 
and  stores,  etc.,  on  board  and  sending  them  over,  say,  to  the  Buenos 
Ayrean  Government  or  other  ostensible  and  likely  buyers.  They 
might  call  at  some  convenient  port  en  route,  where  crews  might  be 
readily  collected,  to  whom  they  could  be  handed  over,  who  might 
run  them  into  a  Southern  port,  fighting  any  opponent  in  their  way. 
By  skill  and  good  management  I  think  several  vessels  might  so  be 
collected  and  meet  at  a  given  date;  and  if  fortune  favored,  they 
might  make  some  captures  most  serious  to  the  enemy.  I  can't  help 
thinking  Xew  York  or  some  other  vital  point  could  be  burned  by  a 
bold  stratagem  of  this  nature,  by  the  daring  of  a  single  vessel  and 
the  determination  of  her  crew,  and  stand  a  fair  chance  of  getting 
awav  unhurt  by  the  very  boldness  of  the  movement,  running  in  under 
the  ^Federal  flag  at  dusk  and  trusting  to  night  to  escape.  Fortune 
favors  the  bold.  I  suppose  they  could  not  hang  them;  they  would 
be  prisoners  of  war  only,  and  Xew  York  half  burnt  would  be  a  fair 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  steamer  if  she  were  lost.  If  I  had 
been  a  Russian,  I  would  have  so  undertaken  to  have  destroyed  Liver- 
pool in  the  Crimean  War,  but  it  may  be  you  are  better  prepared  at 
your  ports  than  we  were  here.  Another  idea  of  mine  is  to  use  petro- 
leum as  a  fire  ship,  say  against  gunboats  on  the  Mississippi,  where 
the  situation  suits.  In  fact,  it  might  be  used  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
steamer  attacking,  towing  it  in  and,  after  having  fired  enough,  set- 
ting it  in  a  blaze  in  the  best  position,  and  under  the  cover  of  the 
confusion  escape.  You  must  have  plenty  of  officers  who  would 
undertake  and  run  the  risk. 

But  to  return  to  business.  lam  unable  to  manage  such  heavy  money 
operations  out  of  my  own  funds  as  armor  plating  suitable  vessels  for 
your  Government,  nor  would  it  be  fair  that  I  should  do  so.  I  am 
willing  to  leave  all  profits  open  till  they  get  there,  but  you  must  find 
me  means  to  work  here  for  all  outlays.  1  have  full  confidence  in  the 
result  and  being  able  to  carry  out  the  schemes,  and  am  content  to 
arrange  with  you  to  receive  for  my  services  only  a  commission  for 
my  loss  of  time,  and  that  of  the  Count  de  Lassus,  say  10  per  cent,  if 
the  vessel  is  captured,  but  would  require  the  whole,  say  100  per  cent, 
if  the  vessel  succeeds.  I  know  several  likely  vessels,  and  think  for  an 
outlay  of,  say.  £25.000  each  several  excellent  gunboats,  plated  at  the 
bows!  with  a* sufficient  cover  for  four  heavy  guns  amidships,  could  be 
constructed,  to  be  used  forward  only  when  under  fire,  and  they  could 
be  got  ready  in  eight  or  ten  weeks.  I  know  most  of  the  shipbuilders, 
and  think  a  flotilla  could  be  ready  in  time  for  your  ally,  the  j^ellow 
fever,  deserting  you.  I  will  take  the  risk  of  such  an  act  as  regards 
my  Government  on  my  own  shoulders,  and  believe  I  can  find  a  suffi- 
ciently good  ostensible  purpose  for  the  steamboats  and  perhaps  docu- 
ments authorizing  the  affair  from  some  Government  as  a  screen  in 
case  of  need. 
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I  would  call'  in  some  of  the  cleverest  of  my  friends,  in  the  determi- 
nation to  gain  the  end  desired,  and  I  have  some  knowledge  of  these 
matters  myself. 

I  am,  yours,  most  obediently, 

W.  J.   (tKAZEBKOOK. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 

Mr.  Lingham's  partners  in  New  Orleans  you  know,  I  understand. 
N.  B. — As  these  letters  may  be  dangerous,  I  shall  use  my  initials 
only  in  the  future.     I  know  Mr.  W.  H.  Haynes. 


Xo .  0 1 .  ]  Paris  ,  June  1 ,  186£. 

Sir:  Since  my  last,  of  May  15th,  nothing  of  importance  has  oc- 
curred, excepting  a  conversation  which  I  had  on  the  lGth  May  with 
Mr.  Billault,  minister  sans  portfolio,  especially  charged  to  represent 
our  Government  in  the  chambers  on  all  subjects  connected  with  for- 
eign affairs.  An  English  friend  in  London  has  sent  me  copies  of  two 
notes  which  he  had  received  from  Sir  Charles  Wood,  member  of 
the  British  ministry,  in  which  he  denied  that  any  representations 
had  been  made  by  this  Government  to  the  British  cabinet,  of  the 
desire  of  the  Emperor  to  recognize  the  Confederate  States  and  put 
an  end  to  the  blockade ;  and  further  asserted  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment was  in  fact  better  disposed  toward  us  than  France,  and  that 
the  impression  prevailed  in  ministerial  circles  in  London  that  the 
Emperor  would  be  unwilling  to  act  in  our  favor  even  if  invited  to  do 
so  by  England.  I  read  these  copies  to  Mr.  Billault,  who  said  that 
he  would  have  been  astonished  to  hear  such  an  assertion  from  such 
a  source,  had  he  not  been  long  aware  of  the  tortuous  course  pursued 
by  England  in  her  diplomacy,  that  she  systematically  endeavored 
to  make  all  parties  believe  that  she  was  specially  friendly  to  them, 
and  to  produce  unfavorable  impressions  of  the  policy  of  other  Gov- 
ernments, and  particularly  of  France. 

Mr.  Billault  was  extremely  frank  and  cordial.  He  expressed, 
without  any  reserve,  his  warmest  sympathies  with  our  cause,  and 
his  regret  that  England  had  so  persistent]}'  refused  to  act  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wishes  and  representations  of  the  Emperor. 

He  said  that  the  ministry  was  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  South. 
I  remarked  that  I  had  been  under  a  different  impression  as  regarded 
Mr.  Thouvenel.  He  admitted  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  might  be  an  ex- 
ception, but  that  he  was  not  at  all  hostile  to  our  cause:  that  he  might 
be  considered  as  occupying  a  neutral  position.  I  said  to  him  that  I 
had  observed  a  marked  change  in  Mr.  Thouvenel's  manner  and  con- 
versation in  my  second  interview  with  him :  that  in  the  first,  although 
altogether  polite  and  courteous,  he  had  been  extremely  reserved  and 
indisposed  to  talk;  but  that  in  the  second,  lie  had  been  much  more 
cordial  and  communicative.  Mr.  Billault  replied  that  Mr.  Thou- 
venel's position  as  minister  of  foreign  affairs  made  it  proper  for  him 
to  be  more  reserved  than  other  officials:  but  that  in  the  interval  be- 
tween my  two  interviews  the  opinions  of  the  Emperor  and  of  other 
members  of  the  ministry  had  been  more  openlv  and  decidedly  mani- 
fested, and  that  this  circumstance  would  naturally  have  its  effect  on 
Mr.  Thouvenel. 
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In  reply  to  my  suggestions  that  the  war  could  be  brought  to  a 
close  only  by  the  intervention  of  European  powers  which  should  be 
preceded  by  our  recognition  and  a  renewed  proffer  of  mediation,  he 
said  that  France  could  not  act  without  the  cooperation  of  England, 
but  that  within  the  last  few  days  there  seemed  to  be  a  change  in  the 
tone  of  the  English  cabinet;  that  if  New  Orleans  had  not  fallen  our 
recognition  could  not  have  been  much  longer  delayed,  but  that  even 
after  that  disaster,  if  we  could  obtain  decided  successes  in  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  or  could  hold  the  enemy  at  bay  a  month  or  two,  the 
same  result  would  follow. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell,. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  Rich- 
mond. 


No.  11.]  2-5  Ece  Eotale,  Brussels,  June  3, 1862. 

Sik:  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  just 
addressed  to  Mr.  Eogier,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Belgium.  I 
trust  that  it  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Convincing  proof  is  furnished  me  that,  by  proper  representations 
to  each,  all  the  nations  of  this  hemisphere  may  be  induced  to  move 
in  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  Confederate  States  si- 
multaneously. Great  Britain  and  Prance,  I  can  not  doubt,  would 
be  well  pleased  with  such  a  result,  and  1  think  they  would  be  in- 
clined to  aid  in  its  accomplishment.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  I  shall 
go  to  Paris  to-morrow  to  confer  with  Mr.  Slidell,  and  from  there 
to  London  to  confer  with  Mr.  Mason,  upon  the  most  effective  man- 
ner of  influencing  such  a  movement. 

The  "  Cotton  famine,"  as  it  has  been  justly  designated,  threat- 
ens to  engender  a  revolution  in  Eurojse  that  may  be  more  disastrous 
in  its  consequences  than  was  that  of  184 S.  There  is  no  exclamation 
so  terrific  to  continental  potentates  as  "  J'ai  faim,"  when  uttered  by 
industrial  populations.  Already  it  is  heard  in  terms  something 
above  a  whisper.  Xapoleon  I  thoroughly  understood  its  signifi- 
cance, and  was  ever  watchful  in  providing  against  its  recurrence. 
Xapoleon  III  is  mindful  of  his  judicious  example. 

Steadily  the  condition  of  the  operatives  in  this  little  kingdom, 
who  were  until  recently  well  employed  in  the  cotton  mills,  becomes 
more  precarious.  The  destitution  increases  with  alarming  rapidity, 
while  the  means  for  its  amelioration  diminish  with  a  similar  speed. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  operatives  in  the  Germanic  States,  in 
Switzerland,  and  in  Holland. 

The  three  old  partitioning  powers  have  in  reality  no  sympathy 
in  our  behalf.  Their  cherished  policy  is  directly  antagonistic  to 
any  change  in  the  established  order  of  things.  They  act  upon  the 
principle  not  to  recognize  governments  of  new  creation  as  long  as 
such  a  measure  can  be  avoided  with  safety  to  themselves.  As  just 
as  our  cause  is,  they  would  decline  to  give  it  any  countenance  as 
long  as  there  was  the  shadow  of  a  hope  that  it  would  not  be  durably 
established,  provided  that  in  so  declining  they  did  not  endanger 
their  own  security.    When  they  behold,  however,  the  germ  of  pos- 
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sible  if  not  probable  revolution  in  such  declination,  they  will  not 
be  slow  in  making  a  merit  of  necessity.  That  germ,  perhaps,  they 
are  even  now  beginning  faintly  to  perceive,  since  they  have  ascer- 
tained that  in  the  devoted  patriotism  of  our  citizens  none  of  our 
staples  will  be  permitted  to  enter  any  port  which  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  our  enemy.  In  this  regard  all  Europe  is  at  last  satis- 
fied that  false  representations  have  been  made  by  the  Washington 
Government.  The  solemnly  promised  cotton,  to  be  obtained  by  the 
occupation  of  our  seaboard,  is  not  forthcoming.  This  operates  in 
our  favor  in  a  twofold  sense.  Tt  establishes  the  fact,  as  well,  that 
the  Lincoln-Seward  concern  has  made  palpable  misrepresentations 
in  relation  to  the  amount  of  Union  sentiment  in  the  South. 

Dates  from  New  York  have  been  received  here  to  the  24th.  The 
last  are  the  most  favorable  of  any  which  have  arrived  since  I  left 
London.  There  is  a  mysterious  silence  concerning  the  armies  at 
Corinth,  which  I  construe  favorably,  while  we  are  informed  that 
McClellan  has  been  brought  to  a  dead  halt,  and  an  admission  that 
the  command  of  Banks  has  suffered  severely,  as  well  as  Golds- 
borough's  fleet  near  Richmond.  This  intelligence  inspires  our 
friends  with  fresh  hopes. 

The  reported  seizure  by  Butler  of  the  French,  Spanish,  and  Dutch 
consulates  at  New  Orleans  is  producing  much  sensation  in  western 
Europe.  If  it  be  confirmed,  nothing  less  than  the  restoration  of  the 
keys,  the  money  stolen,  the  dismissal  of  the  offender  from  office,  and 
ample  pecuniary  reparation  will  satisfy  the  honor  of  the  Govern- 
ments which  have  been  outraged.  Further  information  is  impa- 
tiently awaited. 

I  herein  enclose  an  interesting  printed  statement  of  the  recent 
improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  gun 
cotton.  I  will  add  that  information  arrived  here  yesterday  that 
Austria  has  now  30  batteries  with  which  she  is  experimenting  suc- 
cessfully with  this  article.  It  is  believed  by  many  scientific  men 
that  it  will  yet  entirely  supersede  gunpowder. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  V.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va. 

[Enclosure] 

25  Rue  Rotale,  Brussels, 

May  29,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  accredited  commissioner  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  to  the  Government  of  his  Majesty, 
the  King  of  the  Belgians,  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty,  in  obedience 
to  the  trusts  confided  to  him,  to  present,  for  the  consideration  of  his 
Excellency,  Mr.  Rogier,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  a  written  state- 
ment of  the  claims  of  his  country  to  a  formal  and  full  recognition 
as  an  independent  Republic  by  enlightened  powers  and  State's. 

Ihe  13  Colonies  which  declared  their  independence  of  the  British 
Crown  on  the  4th  of  July,  1T76,  in  Congress  assembled,  were  named 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
lork,  JNew  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
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North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  They  were  at  first 
styled  the  United  Colonies  and  issued  commissions  as  such  to  military 
commanders  and  others,  but  after  a  lapse  of  three  months  they 
adopted  the  designation  of  United  States.  Under  this  title  they 
prosecuted  the  war  to  a  favorable  termination. 

In  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  which  was  signed  in 
the  year  1783,  each,  by  her  name,  was  recognized  as  a  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  State.  During  the  war  they  had  entered  into  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  but  the  strong  tie  which  united  them  was 
common  interest,  proceeding  from  common  danger.  Those  articles 
did  not  operate  satisfactorily  to  all  the  States,  inasmuch  as  the  cen- 
tral authority  was  not  effectually  vested  with  the  power  of  making 
war,  concluding  peace,  negotiating  treaties,  and  regulating  com- 
merce. 

In  1787  a  convention  of  the  States  met  for  the  purpose  of  amend- 
ing the  Articles  of  Confederation  in  such  manner  as  to  attain  this 
desirable  end.  It  was  deemed  advisable,  however,  by  the  members 
of  that  body  to  supersede  them  entirely  by  a  Constitution.  This  was 
as  difficult  an  undertaking  as  ever  engaged  the  deliberations  of 
statesmen,  and  must  have  signally  failed  but  for  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation and  compromise  which  predominated  with  the  members  to 
harmonize  diversified  and  conflicting  interests,  both  sectional  and 
material. 

Washington,  the  President  of  the  convention,  in  his  letter  dated 
September  17.  1787,  in  submitting  the  Constitution  to  the  States 
for  their  ratification,  emphatically  so  stated.  He  said,  "  The  Con- 
stitution which  we  now  present  is  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity 
and  of  that  mutual  deference  and  concession  which  the  peculiarity 
of  our  political  situation  rendered  indispensable.  That  it  will  meet 
the  full  and  entire  approbation  of  every  State  is  not  perhaps  to  be 
expected;  but  each  will  doubtless  consider  that  had  her  interest 
alone  been  consulted  the  consequences  might  have  been  particularly 
disagreeable  or  injurious  to  others.  That  it  is  liable  to  as  few  excep- 
tions as  could  reasonably  have  been  expected,  Ave  hope  and  believe; 
that  it  may  promote  the  lasting  welfare  of  that  country  so  dear  to 
us  all  and  secure  her  freedom  and  happiness,  is  our  most  ardent 
wish." 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  the  sovereign  States  were 
required  to  delegate  authority  to  the  Union  for  specific  purposes 
(they  reserving  to  themselves  all  powers  not  therein  granted),  while 
the  Union  obligated  itself  to  protect  them  in  the  rights  which  they 
respectively  enjoyed.  With  this  distinct  understanding  it  received 
the  sanction  of  12  States.  Some  of  them  accepted  it  joyfully ;  others, 
fearing  its  ultimate  encroachment  upon  their  cherished  rights,  with 
hesitation.  For  instance,  the  convention  of  Massachusetts,  consist- 
ing of  355  members,  ratified  it  by  a  majority  of  only  19.  The  con- 
vention of  New  Hampshire,  consisting  of  103  members,  ratified  it 
by  a  majority  of  11.  Bhode  Island  even  declined  to  call  a  conven- 
tion for  its  ratification,  thus  rejecting  it  altogether.  Afterwards, 
however,  she  concluded  to  come  into  the  Union.  The  convention  of 
Connecticut,  consisting  of  168  members,  ratified  it  by  a  majority  of 
88.  The  convention  of  New  York,  consisting  of  55  members,  ratified 
it  by  a  majority  of  5.     The  convention  of  New  Jersey  ratified  it 
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unanimously.  The  convention  of  Pennsylvania,  consisting  of  69 
members,  ratified  it  by  a  majority  of  23.  The  convention  of  Dela- 
ware ratified  it  unanimously.  The  convention  of  Maryland,  consist- 
ing of  74  members,  contained  27  who  were  opposed  to  it  but  who 
yielded  their  objections  in  consequence  of  proposed  amendment, 
which  were  passed  by  a  vote  of  66  to  7. 

The  convention  of  Virginia,  consisting  of  168  members,  ratified  it 
upon  certain  expressed  conditions  by  a  majority  of  11.  The  conven- 
tion of  North  Carolina,  consisting  of  268  members,  refused  by  a 
vote  of  184  to  84  to  ratify  it  until  it  should  be  amended.  The  con- 
vention of  South  Carolina,  consisting  of  222  members,  ratified  it  by 
a  majority  of  76.    The  convention  of  Georgia  ratified  it  unanimously. 

Thus  legalized,  the  Constitution  commenced  its  perfected  exist- 
ence by  the  inauguration  of  Washington  as  President  of  .the  United 
States  on  the  4th  dav  of  March,  1789.  There  were  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Union  at  that  time  about  3,000,000  inhabitants.  The  Pater 
Patriae  served  two  terms  of  four  years  each  (chosen  both  times  with- 
out opposition)  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  country.  The  op- 
ponents to  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  had,  for  the  most 
part,  dismissed  their  fears  before  his  retirement  with  respect  to  the 
unfavorable  workings  of  that  instrument,  and  the  Union  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  in  successful  progress. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1797,  Adams  succeeded  "Washington  in  the 
Presidential  office.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  his  administration 
was  hostile  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States — tending  toward  consoli- 
dation. During  the  summer  of  1798  two  acts  were  passed,  the  alien 
law  and  the  sedition  law,  which  palpably  violated  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  This  led  to  the  creation  of  the  two  great  American 
parties,  State  Eights  and  Federal. 

Jefferson  was  recognized  as  the  leader  of  the  former,  Adams  as 
the  leader  of  the  latter.  .  In  discussing,  shortly  after  the  passage  of 
the  laws  referred  to,  the  question  of  the  encroachments  of  the  General 
Government  upon  the  rights  of  the  States,  Jefferson  made  this  signi- 
ficant declaration :  "  The  separation  of  the  States  would  be  one  of 
the  greatest  calamities,  but  not  the  greatest.  Consolidation  would 
be  still  greater."  In  the  ensuing  election  in  the  autumn  of  1800 
he  was  chosen  President  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  votes 
over  Adams.  The  obnoxious  laws  were  repealed,  and  the  Federal 
Party  never  recovered  from  the  blow  which  it  then  received. 

In  about  two  years  after  he  was  inducted  into  office  Jefferson  pur- 
chased from  Napoleon  the  slave  Territory  of  Louisiana,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  most  prominent  statesmen  of  the  North.  Scarcely 
an  adverse  voice  was  raised  in  the  Union  to  its  acquisition  on 
account  of  its  being  a  slave  possession.  Jefferson's  second  term 
expired  on  the  4th  of  March.  1809.  His  Administration  realized  the 
highest  expectations  of  his  friends.  The  infant  Republic  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides  to  be  eminently  prosperous  and  the  peoples  of 
the  States  well  contented.  Madison",  the  Secretary  of  State  (Minister 
of  Foreign  AfFnirs)  during  both  his  terms,  succeeded  him.  In  the 
third  year  of  Madison's  first  term  the  United  States  declared  war 
against  Great  Britain.  The  Federalists  generally  arrayed  them- 
selves against  this  measure,  those  of  the  New  England  States,  led  by 
Massachusetts,  vehemently  so.     On  the  loth  December,  1814,  then 
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regarded  as  the  most  critical  period  of  the  war,  representatives  from 
those  States  met  in  convention  at  Hartford  to  concert  plans  for 
arresting  the  prosecution  of  hostilities,  and  if  they  failed  in  their 
purpose  they  broadly  intimated  that  they  would  proceed  to  with- 
draw from  the  Union.  This  was  the  initial  step  of  secession,  but  the 
procedure  was  abandoned  by  the  signing  at  that  very  time  by  the 
commissioners  at  Ghent  of  the  articles  of  peace. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Madison's  second  term  expired.  The 
country  was  then  rapidly  recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  war, 
and  the  Constitution  was  stronger  than  ever  in  the  affections  of 
the  States  and  their  citizens.  Those  who  had  at  first  most  opposed 
it  Avere  now  its  warmest  advocates.  Jefferson  and  Madison  had 
ca  i  ef ully  restricted  it  to  its  proper  orbit. 

Monroe,  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  of  Madison,  having  served  alter- 
nately as  Secretary  of  War  and  State,  had  been  triumphantly  elected 
President,  as  were  his  predecessors,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office  on  the  4th  of  March,  1817.  In  the  third  year  of  his  term 
Missouri,  created  from  a  portion  of  the  vast  domain  purchased  from 
France,  presented  her  constitution  to  Congress  and  asked  for  admit- 
tance into  the  Union.  Her  application  was  resolutely  resisted  by 
the  North  on  the  ground  that  she  desired  to  enter  as  a  slave  State. 
From  the  day  that  Washington  became  President  to  the  time  that 
Missouri  presented  herself  9  new  States  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  5  slave  holding  and  4  nonslave  holding,  and  no  question  was 
ever  asked  whether  they  came  in  upon  the  side  of  the  South  or  the 
side  of  the  Xorth.  It  was  an  usurpation  of  power  on  the  part  of 
Congress  to  raise  any  question  upon  the  subject,  directly  opposed 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  The  only  rightful  author- 
ity that  the  General  Government  could  exercise  in  this  regard  was  to 
see  that  each  State  maintained  a  republican  form  of  government, 
thus  prohibiting  monarchical  rule  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  This  was  carefully  provided  for  in  the  Constitution.  The 
North  therefore  is  wholly  responsible  for  the  introduction  of  the 
sectional  issue  into  the  councils  of  the  Union.  Missouri,  after  a 
delay  of  a  12  months  and  after  a  long  and  angry  debate,  came  in 
without  any  change  in  her  constitution,  but  in  the  act  admitting  her 
there  Avas  a  restriction  that  no  more  slave  States  should  be  created 
out  of  the  territory  north  of  the  Missouri  line.  The  South  yielded 
to  the  enactment  of  this  unconstitutional  restriction  rather  than 
divide  the  Union,  which  otherwise  could  not  have  been  prevented. 
It  was  one  of  those  deplorable  blunders  on  her  part  which  countries 
sometimes  commit  for  the  sake  of  peace.  The  South  acquiescing 
gracefully  in  the  wrong  which  the  North  had  so  flagrantly  inflicted 
upon  her,  the  slavery  agitation  was  temporarily  hushed  into  com- 
parative silence.  It  is  but  right  to  remark  that  33  years  after- 
wards this  restriction  was  repealed  upon  the  proposition  of  Douglas, 
a  Northern  aspirant  for  the  Presidency,  and  subsequently  it  was 
incidently  pronounced  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Union  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution. 

The  North  relying  upon  the  strength  which  she  displayed  in  the 
enaction  of  the  Missouri  restriction,  sought  as  early  an  opportunity 
as  was  considered  appropriate  to  reassert  her  supremacy  in  the 
management  of  the  future  of  the  Union.    In  1824  she  passed  a  pro- 
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tective  tariff  by  which  the  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
was  to  be  exacted  to  a  great  extent  from  the  South,  avowedly  for  the 
benefit  of  Northern  manufacturers.  The  South  submitting  to  it  un- 
willingly but  without  manifesting  an  intention  to  resist  it,  by  avail- 
ing of  her  reserved  rights,  the  North  in  1828  amended  it,  increasing 
the  duties,  so  as  to  make  its  provisions  almost  insupportable  to  the 
South.  More  than  100  per  cent  duty  was  exacted  upon  many  articles 
that  were  of  positive  necessity  for  the  consumption  of  the  planters. 
South  Carolina  determined,  after  bearing  for  several  years  the 
burdens  which  it  imposed  upon  her,  to  nullify  this  act  of  Congress 
which  so  palpably  conflicted  with  the  Constitution.  After  deciding 
that  it  should  no  longer  be  effective  within  her  jurisdiction,  a  com- 
promise was  agreed  to  by  the  terms  of  which  the  difficulty  was  peace- 
fully and,  as  was  confidently  believed,  definitively  adjusted.  The 
North,  however,  did  not  observe  this  settlement  in  good  faith.  In 
1842  she  availed  herself  of  the  straitened  financial  condition  of  the 
Government  to  secure  that  which  was  designated  incidental  protec- 
tion to  her  manufacturers.  Pennsylvania  was  immoderate  in  her  de- 
mands upon  the  South,  as  long  as  the  Union  lasted,  for  protection  to 
her  iron  and  coal  interests.  In  fact,  the  Morrill  tariff  was  an  exem- 
plification of  the  want  of  integrity  of  the  North  in  its  observance  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  A  lower  scale  of  public  morality 
was  never  manifested  than  she  manifested  in  this  regard.  She  was 
as  faithless  to  her  constitutional  engagements  as  she  was  sordid  in 
her  political  motives. 

Sufficient  causes  have  perhaps  already  been  adduced  to  satisfy  Mr. 
Eogier  that  for  many  years  before  the  separation  a  cordial  good 
understanding  had  ceased  to  exist  between  the  two  sections  of  the 
Union.  He  will  have  seen  that  they  stood  in  the  relation  of  the  in- 
flated oppressor  to  the  forbearing  oppressed;  that  practically  they 
had  no  longer  any  interests  in  common ;  that  the  Union  was  cruelly 
one-sided  in  its  operations,  taking  the  money  unjustly  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  weaker  section  (numerically)  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  the  stronger.  But  the  citizens  of  the  South  submitted  to  this 
treatment  with  a  meekness  that  would  have  caused  their  fathers  of 
the  Revolution,  had  they  been  living,  to  look  with  astonishment  upon 
their  forbearance. 

The  North,  however,  intoxicated  with  her  prosperity,  derived 
mainly  from  her  profits  upon  the  products  of  Southern  fields,  and 
vainglorious  of  her  rapidly  growing  power  in  the  scale  of  the  Union, 
undertook  in  her  fancied  majesty  to  set  herself  up  above  the  Consti- 
tution by  proclaiming  a  higher  law  than  established  law.  By  Article 
IV,  section  11,  of  the  Constitution  it  was  provided  that  "No  person 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the  laws  thereof  escaping 
into  another  shall  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  be  dis- 
charged from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  upon 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due."  This 
was  one  of  the  "  concessions  "  to  the  South  upon  which  Washington 
insisted,  and  without  which  assuredly  the  Constitution  would  not 
have  received  his  approval  or  that  of  a  single  Southern  State.  In 
conformity  with  it  an  act  passed  Congress  in  1797.  providing  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  delivery  should  be  made.  As  this  act  was 
somewhat  defective  and  but  indifferently  enforced,  it  was  amended 
in  1850  so  as  to  more  fully  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Constitu- 
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tion.  It  was  approved,  as  amended,  by  Fillmore,  a  Northern  Presi- 
dent, and  went  immediately  into  force.  Several  of  the  Northern 
States,  at  least  half  their  number,  expressed  at  once  their  determina- 
tion to  resist  the  execution  of  its  provisions  within  their  respective 
sovereignties,  and  they  legislated  accordingly.  Consequently,  as  far 
as  they  were  concerned,  it  was  rendered  inoperative.  This  was  ac- 
knowledged to  be  in  utter  disregard  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
of  the  land;  but  it  was  justified  by  the  malcontents  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  there  was  a  higher  law  than  written  law — the  law  of  popu- 
lar will  or  popular  passion. 

Beveling  with  delight  in  her  second  triumph  over  the  South,  and 
the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  made  in  conformity  with  its  provi- 
sions, the  North  now  openly  declared,  through  her  recognized  cham- 
pion, that  there  was  an  "  irrepressible  conflict  between  the  two  divi- 
sions of  the  Union  and  that  the  feebler  must  succumb  to  the  stronger." 
In  pursuance  of  this  policy  she  nominated  and  elected  her  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency.  Every  Northern  State  voted  for  him ;  every 
Southern  State  voted  against  him.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion was  known  the  Southern  States  had  no  alternative  but  to  re- 
sume their  sovereign  rights  and  secede  from  a  Union  the  control  of 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  those  who  would  employ  it  for  their  im- 
mediate ruin.  They  acted  promptly  and  resolutely.  Animated  by 
the  principles  involved  in  a  cause  dearer  to  them  than  life  itself,  they 
did  not  pause  to  calculate  consequences.  The  most  dire  of  calamities 
was  preferable  to  acquiescence. 

Nor  was  the  immigrant  population  from  Europe  without  its  in- 
fluence in  hastening  a  division  of  the  Union.  This  immigration  some- 
times amounted  to  nearly  500,000  persons  per  annum,  who  located 
themselves  almost  entirely  in  the  Northern  States.  They  were  gen- 
erally controlled  by  demagogues  and  entertained  notions  of  public 
liberty  which  bordered  upon  socialism.  Upon  this  subject  most  of 
them  were  as  wild  as  the  wildest  French  theorists.  But  few  of  the 
Germans,  who  constituted  the  largest  portion,  could  read  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  not  understanding  the  language  in  which  they 
were  printed.  Even  the  most  intelligent  among  them  were  ready 
dupes  to  inveterate  knaves.  Those  knaves  were  actuated  by  a  lust 
for  office  and  aimed  at  a  universal  freedom  in  America  that  would 
eventually  react  upon  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  through  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  four-fifths  of  the  naturalized  voters  espoused  the  higher 
law  doctrine  and  gave  their  support  to  the  cause  of  the  "  irrepressible 
conflict "  agitators. 

Strictly  so  to  speak  the  Constitution  was  a  solemn  compact  en- 
tered into  between  sovereign  States.  Its  author,  Madison,  denomi- 
nated it  a  compact.  It  was  so  denominated  by  many  of  his  contem- 
poraries. Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  North  Carolina,  in 
their  State  capacity,  used  this  term.  The  former,  in  her  ratification 
of  it,  employed  the  following  language :  "Acknowledging  with  grate- 
ful hearts  the  goodness  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe,  in 
affording  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  the  course  of  His  Provi- 
dence, an  opportunity  deliberately  and  peaceably  without  fraud  or 
surprise  of  entering  into  an  explicit  and  solemn  compact  with  each 
other,"  etc.  Now,  Massachusetts  was  among  the  first,  if  not  the  very 
first,  of  the  States  to  deliberately  and  wantonly  violate  the  compact. 
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She  did  so  with  malice  aforethought  in  refusing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  imposed  upon  her  by  the  Constitution  and  by  law  for  the 
surrender  of  fugitive  slaves.  A  compact  is  an  agreement,  a  contract 
between  parties.  In  this  very  connection  Webster,  the  ablest  states- 
man and  lawyer  of  the  North  of  his  time,  remarked  that  "A  con- 
tract broken  on  one  side  was  a  contract  broken  on  all  sides,"  and 
that  the  Constitution  was  the  "  bond  and  only  bond  of  Union." 

As  the  Union,  through  the  sinister  machinations  of  the  Xorth,  was 
false  to  the  principles  in  which  it  had  its  origin,  assuming  powers 
which  had  not  been  delegated  and  failing  to  comply  with  the  obliga- 
tions which  it  had  assumed,  it  was  quite  natural  that  it  should  be- 
come hateful  to  the  States  which  it  had,  incidentally,  wronged. 
Therefore  the  interest  as  well  as  the  honor  of  those  States,  in  fact 
their  sovereign  existence,  demanded  that  they  should  separate  from 
it  everlastingly.  Their  right  to  do  so,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  compact,  Avas  clear  and  unquestionable.  Their  duty  under  the 
attendant  circumstances  was  equally  distinct.  Hence  the  procedure 
had  nothing  in  its  character  that  was  revolutionary.  It  was  merely 
a  self-preserving  exercise  of  legitimate  authority. 

In  a  practical  sense  there  was  never  such  a  person  to  be  found  as 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The  population  of  the  Union  con- 
sisted of  the  citizens  of  the  different  States.  No  citizen  owed  any 
allegiance  beyond  that  which  was  due  to  the  State  wherein  he  re- 
sided. Each  State  had  its  own  code  of  laws.  In  one  the  civil  law 
of  Rome  was  observed,  in  another  the  common  law  of  England.  In 
one  a  certain  amount  of  property  was  necessary  to  a  citizen  before 
he  could  enjoy  the  privilege  of  voting.  In  another  suffrage  was  uni- 
versal. A  citizen  of  Virginia  was  no  better  entitled  to  a  vote  in 
Massachusetts  than  he  would  have  been  in  Belgium.  In  some  of 
the  States  a  residence  of  two  years  was  required.  In  others  a 
residence  of  one  year  was  sufficient.  In  about  half  the  States  the 
voting  was  by  ballot.  In  the  other  half  viva  voce.  In  most  of  the 
States  aliens  were  permitted  to  own  real  estate.  In  several  this 
privilege  was  denied  them.  Then,  again,  the  very  life  of  the  Union 
was  dependent  upon  the  States.  It  never  could  'have  had  an  exist- 
ence if  they  had  declined  to  pass  enabling  acts  for  its  benefit.     The 
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with  State  laws.  The  General  Government  determined  every  10 
years  what  the  ratio  of  representation  should  be  in  the  popular 
branch  of  Congress.     All  the  rest  was  left  to  the  States. 

In  reality  the  United  States  constituted  nothing  more  than  a 
Commonwealth  of  Republics.  The  'individual  States  were  repre- 
sented in  a  central  government  by  two  Senators  or  ambassadors. 
I  hose  they  appointed,  in  their  sovereign  character,  to  serve  six 
years,  two  years  longer  than  the  Presidential  term.  New  York 
with  her  population  of  nearly  4,000,000  inhabitants,  was  entitled  to' 
no  more  consideration  in  the  Senate  than  was  Florida  with  her 
population  of  75,000.  Their  relative  position  in  this  respect  was 
not  dissimilar  to  that  of  Russia  and  Belgium,  near  the  Court  of 
ht.  James.  And  it  is  deserving  of  remark  that  the  smaller  States, 
m  the  aggregate,  always  displayed  a  greater  amount  of  judicious 
statesmanship  than  the  larger. 
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Wisely  did  an  eminent  civilian  of  Pennsylvania  state  in  1848  in 
an  official  document :  u  It  will,  I  think,  be  seriously  doubted  by 
every  philosophical  observer  of  the  workings  of  our  institutions 
whether,  if  the  State  governments  were  abolished  a  central  Re- 
publican Government  could  long  be  maintained,  even  in  this  country. 
These  State  governments  are  the  citadels  of  liberty  and  the  watch- 
ful guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  Federal  power.  Even  if  it  were  possible  that  the  Federal 
Government  could  by  any  sudden  convulsion  be  overthrown,  the 
State  governments  would  still  remain  in  full  force  and  vigor,  af- 
fording protection  to  the  lives,  the  liberty,  and  the  property  of 
their  citizens.  These  sovereignties  are  the  main  pillars  in  the  po- 
litical edifice,  and  whilst  they  stand  firm  the  General  Government, 
which  is  a  constitutional  emanation  from  them,  can  not  be  seriously 
shaken."  The  opinions  and  views  thus  expressed  were  those  of  the 
then  Administration,  and  were  accepted  by  the  democracy  as  well 
of  the  North  as  of  the  South. 

Like  other  agreements  entered  into,  the  strength  of  the  Consti- 
tution consisted  in  the  good  intent  of  the  covenanting  parties.  If 
the  parties  to  such  an  agreement  are  faithless  to  their  engagements, 
the  majority  of  the  number  defrauding  the  minority,  the  instru- 
ment is  as  valueless  as  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  written.  Mon- 
archies can  rightfully  enforce  obedience  upon  their  subjects.  The 
United  States  never  dared  to  claim  one  of  the  States  as  a  subject, 
nor  as  a  dependency  of  any  kind.  Such  an  attempt  would  have 
been  the  attempt  of  the  created  to  control  the  creator. 

In  the  convention  which  prepared  the  Constitution  efforts  were 
repeatedly  made  by  several  members  who  were  favorable  to  a  strong 
central  government,  and  to  ultimate  consolidation,  to  provide  for 
the  coercion  of  a  State  which  might  undertake  to  secede,  but  they 
naturally  proved  utterly  unavailing.  It  was  almost  unanimously 
admitted  that  no  such  power  could  be  employed  without  striking 
a  death  blow  at  State  sovereignty,  upon  which  exclusively  the 
American  system  rested.  Both  Lincoln  and  Seward  have  declared 
that  coercion  would  be  a  despotic  procedure,  incompatible  with  Re- 
publican institutions.  At  one  time  or  another  it  has  been  so  de- 
clared bj'  many  of  the  leading  statesmen  of  the  North,  as  well  as 
by  public  political  conventions.  Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  were 
those  declarations  so  glaringly  falsified?  There  is  a  ready  answer 
for  such  an  enquiry.  The  Lincoln  Administration  desired  security 
in  its  position;  the  capitalists  desired  security  in  their  investments; 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  desired  security  in  their  profit- 
able customers;  the  mob  leaders  desired  military  glory.  All  de- 
sired the  political  and  commercial  vassalage  of  the  Confederate 
States.  Of  all  the  motives  which  prevailed,  love  of  country  was  the 
least  influential.  Coercion  was  in  direct  antagonism  to  the  exist- 
ence of  such  love. 

The  number  of  the  Confederate  States  is  already  as  large  as  was 
that  of  the  original  United  States,  while  they  contain  more  than 
three  times  as  many  inhabitants  and  more  than  three  times  as  much 
territory.  General  Davis  was  elected  their  first  President  with  as 
much  unanimity,  in  proportion  to  population,  as  was  General  Wash- 
incton  elected  first  President  of  the  United  States. 
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Davis  has  been  denounced  by  the  North  as  a  rebel  just  as  Wash- 
ington was  denounced  by  Great  Britain  as  a  rebel.  There  are  but 
few  English  statesmen  or  the  present  generation  who  will  not  admit 
that  Washington  dignified  the  so  intended  opprobrious  ephithet,  and 
that  the  revolution  of  which  he  was  the  embodiment  was  essential 
to  the  good  of  humankind.  Washington  arraj'ed  himself  uncom- 
promisingly against  the  Government  to  which  he  owed  allegiance. 
i)avis,  on  the  contrary,  was  scrupulously  faithful  to  the  only  Gov- 
ernment to  which  allegiance  was  due  from  him,  adhering  devotedly 
to  the  sovereign  State  of  which  he  was  a  citizen,  and  acting  in  strict 
obedience  to  her  expressed  sovereign  wishes.  Had  he  behaved  other- 
wise he  would  have  been  worse  than  a  rebel,  he  would  have  been  a 
traitor.  Great  Britain  had  the  undoubted  legal  right  to  impose  upon 
her  colonies  the  taxes  against  which  they  rebelled.  The  United 
States  had  not  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  a  legal  right  to  commit  the 
enormities  against  the  Confederate  States  which  caused  them  to 
secede.  But  if  they  had  exercised  an  undoubted  legal  right,  resistance 
to  such  wrongs,  wherever  properly  understood,  would  have  found  a 
justification  even  in  the  minds  of  statesmen  most  opposed  to  revolu- 
tion. Franklin  went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  "  Rebellion  against  ty- 
rants is  obedience  to  God.'  Even  the  ever-conservative  Burke  said: 
"  Where  there  is  abuse  there  ought  to  be  clamor,  because  it  is  better 
to  have  our  slumber  broken  by  the  fire  bell  than  to  perish  amid  the 
flames  in  our  bed."    Upon  this  principle  the  Confederate  States  acted. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  solitary  blood  relation  of  Wash- 
ington who  is  not  cordially  on  the  side  of  the  South.  The  nearest 
and  the  inheritor  of  his  estate,  gallantly  fell  in  the  field  while  en- 
gaged in  leading  his  troops  to  repel  the  advances  of  the  Northern 
invader  from  the  soil  of  his  ancestors.  In  short,  all  the  kinsmen  of 
the  illustrious  Southern  patriots  of  1776  have  their  bosoms  bared  and 
their  arms  uplifted  against  the  ruthless  aggressors,  nobly  preferring 
honorable  death  to  ignominious  life. 

The  undersigned  can  not  omit  this  occasion  to  state  to  Mr.  Bogier, 
more  explicitly  than  he  has  done,  that  the  war  which  has  been  waged 
against  them,  upon  a  scale  larger  than  ever  was  known  in  modern 
times  by  one  belligerent,  against  another,  was  not  of  the  seeking  or 
even  just  provoking  of  the  Confederate  States.  As  soon  as  those 
States  established  a  Provisional  Central  Government,  they  dispatched 
commissioners  to  Washington  to  negotiate  for  a  peaceful  separation. 
They  were  prepared  to  allow  a  fair  valuation  for  all  the  public  prop- 
erty within  their  limits  and  accept  a  similar  valuation  for  all  such 
in  the  North.  The  forts,  navy  yards,  arsenals,  and  other  public 
property,  withm  those  limits,  were  created  for  their  protection  and 
convenience.  Not  a  dollar  perhaps  would  ever  have  been  appro- 
priated from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  this  purpose  but 
for  the  application  of  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress. In  this  respect,  the  North  obtained  more  than  two  dollars  to 
their  one,  and  the  cost  of  the  works  of  the  two  sections  was  at  the 
lowest  m  that  proportion,  while  the  South  paid  something  like  five- 
eights  of  the  whole  amount,  by  the  illegal  and  unjust  svstem  of 
revenue  that  was  forced  upon  her.  In  capturing  Fort  Sumter,  there- 
fore, the  Confederate  States  did  not  institute  a  state  of  belligerence 
Ihey  merely  possessed  themselves  of  that  which  was  in  the  limits 
of  one  of  their  number,  and  their  own  by  the  most  valid  of  titles. 
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That  the  Confederate  States  have  experienced  serious  reverses  in 
the  capitulation  to  their  enemy  of  seaports  and  other  valuable  posi- 
tions the  undersigned  unhesitatingly  admits,  but  he  can  not  admit 
that  those  reverses  have  occasioned  the  slightest  dismay  among  his 
countrymen,  as  concerns  ulterior  results.  They  have  not  been  with- 
out their  uses  in  rendering  dearer  than  ever  the  cause  of  the  infant 
Confederation  to  its  unwearied  supporters.  They  have  conclusively 
established  the  fact  that  the  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  are 
ready  to  sacrifice  their  earnings  in  the  face  of  staring  indigence 
rather  than  that  their  foe  should  be  even  remotely  benefited  by  the 
yield  of  their  fields.  Men  who  are  equal  to  such  trials  were  not  born 
to  be  conquered.  This  was  illustrated  by  the  Russians  at  Moscow, 
to  say  nothing  of  numerous  other  instances. 

If  hopes  are  indulged  in  the  cotton-manufacturing  districts  of 
Europe  that  the  raw  material  will  find  its  way  to  them  through 
ports  occupied  by  the  North,  they  will  prove  mournfully,  perhaps 
ruinously,  delusive.  Were  the  planters  so  far  forgetful  of  the  obli- 
gations of  patriotism  as  to  send  their  crops  to  New  Orleans,  the 
North  would  contrive  to  monopolize  them  for  her  own  manufac- 
tories, and  in  this  manner  endeavor  to  possess  herself  exclusively  of 
the  markets  of  the  world,  to  the  irreparable  injury  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  the  Germanic  States,  and  other 
countries  whose  inhabitants  have  been  employed  in  this  industrial 
pursuit. 

The  undersigned  can  freely  assure  Mr.  Rogier  that  the  planters 
would  be  but  too  happy  to  place  every  pound  of  their  products,  not 
absolutely  needed  for  their  own  consumption,  at  the  disposal  of  the 
peoples  of  Europe,  and  take  in  return  for  them,  as  far  as  might  be 
wanted,  articles  of  European  manufacture ;  but  they  will  never  agree 
that  one  pound  shall  pass  through  a  port  other  than  that  over  which 
they  have  entire  control — never !  They  would  deserve  to  be  stigma- 
tized as  sham  patriots  all  over  the  earth's  surface  if,  for  the  sake  of 
pecuniary  gain,  they  would  feed  the  foe  that  would  rob  them  of 
their  last  crumb  of  bread  and  then  apply  the  torch  to  their  domiciles. 

Five  hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  cotton  would  be  in  European 
ports  by  the  1st  day  of  December  if  the  blockade  of  their  seaboard 
were  immediately  raised.  It  is  for  the  rulers  of  western  Europe, 
in  the  plentitude  of  their  wisdom  and  power,  to  determine  whether 
the  accomplishment  of  this  end  will  justify  the  means  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  employ.  They  best  understand  the  condition  of  their 
subjects  and  the  material  interests  of  their  realms,  and  doubtless  will 
act  in  accordance  therewith. 

The  Confederate  States  have  sustained  themselves  for  nearly  four- 
teen months  against  vastly  superior  numbers.  They  have  within  that 
time,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  in  pro- 
curing arms,  ammunition,  and  other  articles,  brought  into  the  field 
an  army  of  at  least  400.000  men  where  there  was  scarcely  so  much  as 
the  skeleton  of  an  army  before.  In  their  struggle  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  their  rights  as  independent  sovereignties,  four  of  which, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  were  so 
acknowledged  eighty  years  ago,  they  have  sought  no  aid,  physical 
or  pecuniary,  from  any  foreign  country.     They  have  now,  as  they 
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had  in  the  beginning,  a  confidence  unshaken  and  unshakable  that 
they  are  equal  to  the  difficulties  by  which  they  are  surrounded  and 
embarrassed.  Their  power  of  endurance  and  resistance  admits  of 
no  estimate  that  does  not  calculate  complete  success. 

The  most  renowned  publicists  express  their  belief  that  it  is  easier 
to  conquer  than  to  hold.  The  severest  of  disasters  which  befell  the 
great  Napoleon  resulted  from  a  victorious  march  into  a  distant  coun- 
try. Pestilence  may  be  as  fatal  to  the  North  in  its  occupation  of  a 
portion  of  the  seaboard  of  the  South  as  Avas  cold  and  hunger  to  the 
conqueror  of  Europe.  . 

The  Governments  of  Europe  promptly  followed  the  example  of 
Great  Britain  in  avowing  a  relation  of  strict  neutrality  between  the 
two  American  belligerents.  This  relation,  it  is  needless  to  remark, 
is  obviously  the  correct  one,  for  vigilant  observance  by  neutrals 
toward  belligerents.  But  it  must  be  allowed  that  it  does  not  any- 
where exist  as  concerns  the  belligerents  in  question.  It  is  notoriously 
one  sided  in  its  operations,  since  the  Northern  States  may  be  heard 
officially  through  their  accredited  diplomatic  agents  while  the  Con- 
federate States  are  debarred  from  the  manifold  advantages  of  this 
privilege.  Neutrality,  if  it  have  any  meaning  internationally,  means 
emphatically  the  placing  of  the  belligerents  upon  a  perfect  equality 
in  their  intercourse  with  neutrals ;  that  is  to  say,  they  must  be  treated 
precisely  in  all  respects  with  the  same  consideration.  Faithful  his- 
tory will  record,  as  just  contemporaries  must  confess,  the  odds  with 
which  the  Confederate  States  have  to  contend  in  this  regard.  The 
North  appreciated  the  influence  which  the  nonrecognition  of  the 
Confederate  States  would  exert  in  her  behalf,  and  hence  her  strenuous 
efforts,  as  seen  in  the  published  correspondence  contained  in  the 
Blue  Book  of  the  British  Government,  with  her  diplomatic  agents  to 
commit  the  Governments  of  Europe,  unconditionally,  upon  the 
subject. 

The  United  States  always  acted  upon  the  principle  to  recognize 
de  facto  Governments.  This  principle  brought  them  occasionally  into 
strange  associations.  The  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  His  Holiness, 
and  themselves  were  the  only  powers  to  recognize  Dom  Miguel  of 
Portugal.  They  were  prompt  in  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
the  South  American  colonies  of  Spain ;  the  first  to  acknowledge  the 
French  Republic  in  1848;  the  first  to  send  a  representative  to  recog- 
nize the  A'icar  of  Germany  in  1848;  the  first  and  only  power  to 
accredit  a  commissioner  plenipotentiary  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  Hungary  in  1849.  It  certainly  does  not  indicate  a  want  of  self- 
assurance  on  the  part  of  the  Lincoln  government  when  it  makes 
all  manner  of  threats  against  such  foreign  Governments  as  may  have 
(to  use  its  language)  the  temerity  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

AVith  this  explanatory  statement  it  only  remains  to  the  under- 
signed to  reassure  Mr.  Rogier  that  under  no  conceivable  circum- 
stances, in  no  possible  contingency,  can  the  old  American  Union  ever 
be  reconstructed.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  such  reconstruction 
is  as  tar  beyond  human  consummation  as  would  be  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  old  Holy  Roman  Empire.  A  further  dismemberment  of 
the  fragment  which  retains  the  name  of  the  Union  and  in  mockery 
administers  its  forms  is  infinitely  more  probable 


LIST  OF   PAPERS.  441 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  express  to  his 
Excellency  Mr.  Rogier  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
His  Excellency  Charles  Rogier, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Belgium. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  June  0,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  favor  of  the  27th  ultimo,  calling  my 
attention  to  a  subject  which  had  been  previously  brought  to  my 
notice  by  the  British  consul  at  Charleston. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  was  not  as  full  and  explicit 
as  it  might  have  been,  and  on  conference  with  him  it  has  been  so 
explained  as  will,  1  think,  avert  any  difficulty. 

1  agree  with  you  that  none  but  citizens  are  to  be  held  liable  to 
perform  military  duty  within  the  country  of  their  residence.  But 
the  question  reverts,  "  Who  are  citizens?  " 

1  hold  that  under  the  combined  operation  of  our  own  laws  and  the 
laws  of  nations  there  are  three  classes: 

First,  native-born  citizens. 

Second,  citizens  duly  naturalized  according  to  the  forms  of  law. 

Third,  citizens  de  facto ;  that  is  to  say,  such  persons  as  are  perma- 
nent residents  of  a  country  and  as  have  established  themselves  within 
it  without  the  intention  of  returning  to  their  native  country. 

It  is  this  last  class  only  of  foreign-born  residents  that  the  Attorney- 
General  intended  to  include  in  the  opinion  of  which  you  complain, 
and  he  has  accordingly  so  stated  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  will 
issue  immediately  instructions  on  the  subject.  I  think  this  will  ob- 
viate all  difficulties  with  foreign  powers,  as  none  of  them  can  have 
any  interest  in  such  of  their  subjects  as  have  left  their  native  country 
never  to  return.  Practically  I  think  no  difficulty  will  arise,  for  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  find  a  case  of  a  foreigner  of  whom  it  could  be 
asserted  that  he  has  finally  abandoned  his  native  allegiance  and 
domicile,  except  such  as  have  under  formal  declaration  of  their 
intention  to  become  naturalized. 

1  would  have  answered  your  letter  sooner,  but  with  200,000  men  in 
hostile  array  within  hearing  of  my  office  it  is  not  very  easy  to  find 
opportunity  for  tranquil  discussions  of  questions  of  public  law. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  L.  Orr, 

C.  S.  Senator,  Anderson,  S.  O. 


No.  12.]  25  Eue  Royale,  Brussels,  June  13,  1862. 

Sir:  A  leader  appeared  in  Paris  Constitutionnel  of  Sunday,  the 
9th  instant,  upon  American  affairs  which  is  attracting  much  atten- 
tion here,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  Its  author  is  known  to  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  Louis  Napoleon.     The  article,  indeed,  is  believed,  to 
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have  been  inspired  by  his  Imperial  Majesty.  It  is  therefore  natural 
that  a  high  degree  of  importance  should  be  attached  to  the  state- 
ments and  views  to  which  it  gives  utterance. 

For  several  months  I  have  not  been  free  from  apprehensions  that 
intervention  might  be  undertaken  by  France,  when  a  propitious 
period  arrived,  which  would  aim  at  the  ultimate  abolition  of  our 
cherished  institution;  but  I  could  not  suppose,  until  recently,  that  it 
would  be  suggested  by  a  journal,  which  expresses  the  opinions  enter- 
tained by  the  Emperor  on  all  great  questions,  to  accomplish  that 
object  through  mediation.  In  order  that  you  may  the  more  dis- 
tinctly understand  the  basis  for  mediation  which  the  Const itutionnel 
proposes,  I  extract  for  your  perusal  the  following  paragraphs  con- 
tained in  the  article  to  which  I  have  referred: 

In  the  midst  of  such  ;i  struggle,  between  such  desperate  opponents,  who  dare 
sa.v  that  a  spontaneous  or  likely  pacification  is  possible?  Peace  can  only  come 
from  without,  and  the  word  which  we  have  placed  at  the  head  of  this  article 
can  alone  put  an  end  to  a  war  which  has  desolated,  steeped  in  blood,  and 
decimated  America  already  too  long,  and  what  is  more,  caused  Europe  to  suffer 
too  long.     The  word  we  allude  to  is  mediation. 

But  whence  is  this  mediation  to  come  and  on  what  basis  can  it  be  founded? 
Whence  it  will  come  we  have  already  stated.  As  regards  the  basis  it  may 
easily  be  found. 

First  of  all,  it  is  evident  that  as  mediation,  in  principle,  must  be  accepted  by 
both  belligerents,  it  can  only  represent  ideas  of  justice  and  of  moderation,  and 
that  consequently  it  can  not  be  addressed  to  those  who  would  like  to  engraft  a 
slave  war  on  a  civil  war,  or  to  those  who  consider  the  institution  of  slavery  as 
an  institution  of  divine  right. 

This  mediation,  a  point  most  singularly  overlooked,  corresponds  nirt  only 
to  the  most  vital  interests  of  commercial  Europe,  but  also  to  the  most  sensible 
minds  that  represent  the  interests  of  America.  Let  us  remember  that  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  has  pronounced  himself  in  the  same  sense,  as  before  him  Generals 
Burnside  and  Butler  did,  against  an  excitement  to  a  slave  war,  and  that  in 
his  last  proclamation  he  called  to  mind  his  special  message,  quoting  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  adopted  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses  of  Congress: 

"The  United  States  must  cooperate  with  that  State  which  might  adopt  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery  by  giving  to  such  State,  in  its  judgment,  such  a 
compensation  as  is  required  for  public  or  private  inconvenience  resulting  from 
such  a  change  of  system." 

Let  us  bring  to  hear  upon  this  passage  another  solemn  declaration  made  by 
President  Lincoln  in  his  inaugural  address  of  the  4th  of  March,  18C1  : 

"  I  have  no  intention  to  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  question  of 
slavery  where  it  exists;  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  the  right  to  do  so  legally, 
and  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  do  so." 

It  is  thus  that  the  North  speaks  in  the  spirit  of  moderation  and  of  justice 
Will  the  South  be  less  accessible  to  this  spirit  of  conciliation  and  of  wisdom'' 
We  do  not  think  so,  and  we  have  a  proof  at  hand.  A  man  of  consideration  in 
the  South,  Mr.  Yancey,  a  commissioner  of  the  Southern  States,  at  a  banquet 
given  at  I  ishmonger's  Hall,  on  the  9th  of  November  last,  in  London,  spoke  as 
fol  lows : 

"When  our  adversary  shall  have  become  sufficiently  calm  to  treat  us  as 
belligerents  the  aurora  of  peace  will  appear  in  the  horizon.  When  that  hour 
has  struck  I  Hunk  I  may  say  that  the  Confederate  Government  will  not  show 
itself  inflexible,  except  upon  one  point— the  care  of  our  honor  and  our  inde- 
pendence. As  regards  the  great  interests  of  peace  and  of  hunumitv,  our 
ho^ eminent  will  know  how  to  make  concessions  in  everything  simply  material 
or  of  secondary  importance." 

toThr+Ln7?l  T™  hviled  Wi^l\  ln,me,»«"  ■■'PPlause,  and  here  evidently  is 
to  be  found  the  basis  of  a  possible  arrangement— of  an  arrangement  such  as 
may^be  proposed  in  the  name  of  Europe  by  a  great  and  free  nation 

.No  one,  I  am  quite  persuaded,  will  be  more  amazed  than  Mr 
Yancey  himself  at  the  interpretation  thus  given  to  his  speech  He 
most  assuredly  never  entertained  the  notion  of  any  peace  settlement 
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whereby  the  Confederate  States  were  to  commit  themselves  to  any 
concessions  to  the  North  or  to  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the  matter  of 
negro  slavery.  The  "  care  of  our  honor "  peremptorily  forbade 
such  a  commitment,  and  in  this  very  sense  he  must  have  used  the 
term.  Yet,  because  he  remarked  that  "the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment will  not  show  itself  inflexible  except  upon  one  point — the  care 
of  our  honor  and  independence  " — the  Constitutional  fancies  his  lan- 
guage to  imply  that  that  Government  will  be  animated  by  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  wisdom,  or,  in  other  words,  for  its  meaning  can  not 
be  misunderstood,  that  it  will  assent  upon  certain  conditions  to  a 
proposition  designating  a  period  for  the  termination  of  negro  slavery 
within  the  embraces  of  the  Confederate  States !  This,  I  fear,  is  the 
douceur  that  is  to  be  offered  to  the  Lincoln-Seward  concern,  as 
the  "  basis  "  of  mediation. 

If  such  mediation  be  proposed,  let  it  come  from  whatever  source  it 
may,  we  have  no  alternative  but  to  promptly  reject  it.  It  would  de- 
serve to  be  indignantly  refused,  rather  than  complacently  declined. 
A  sovereign  power  is  a  sovereign  power  in  nothing  more  than  mere 
name  which  will  allow  any  intermeddling  whatever  in  its  internal 
system  of  policy. 

An  impression  was  created  in  Europe  early  last  winter,  and  is 
still  entertained  even  in  well-informed  circles,  that  the  Government 
of  the  Confederate  States  had  proposed  to  Great  Britain  and  France 
that  if  they  would  consent  to  interfere  in  the  contest  no  more  slaves 
should  be  imported  into  those  States  and  all  children  born  of  slave 
mothers  within  their  limits  should  be  free  after  they  arrived  at  a 
certain  age. 

During  my  sojourn  in  London  I  was  daily  approached  by  high 
personages  and  others,  as  well  as  by  letters  from  the  Continent,  to 
ascertain  if  the  statement  was  founded  in  truth.  I,  of  course,  invari- 
ably answered  in  the  negative,  adding  that  there  was  not  in  it  so 
much  as  the  shadow  of  authenticity. 

In  the  desperate  extremities  to  which  the  North  is  driven,  when 
pestilence  and  famine  are  defiantly  staring  her  invading  armies  in 
the  face,  and  victory  no  longer  encouragingly  inspirits  her,  she  may 
joyously  accept  such  a  basis.  Then  again,  she  must  know  that  we 
can  not  entertain  it  for  a  moment,  and  that  consequently  she  would 
be  furnished  with. more  justification  than  has  yet  been  admitted  by  the 
nations  of  the  earth  for  commencing  and  prosecuting  so  ruthlessly 
the  war  against  us. 

There  is  but  one  starting  point — as  I  have  assured  all  with  whom 
I  have  conversed  upon  the  subject — for  mediation,  and  that  is  the 
recognition  of  the  right  of  the  border  States  to  dispose  of  them- 
selves as  they  shall  think  proper.  If  upon  this  basis  hostilities  can 
be  suspended  and  the  troops  of  the  belligerents  be  withdrawn  beyond 
the  confines  of  each,  the  rest  can  be  arranged  by  commissioners  who 
in  case  of  disagreement  may  choose  an  umpire. 

I  have  satisfactory  reasons  for  believing  that  Belgium  will  act 
simultaneously  with  "the  powers  that  shall  first  recognize  us.  King 
Leopold,  I  regret  to  state,  is  again  in  a  precarious  condition.  There 
are  renewed  fears  that  his  life  will  not  long  be  spared.  In  the  event 
of  his  death  the  policy  of  his  Government  will  not  probably  be 
changed.  It  will  be  glory  enough,  perhaps,  for  his  worthy  son  to 
walk  in  his  footsteps. 
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Butler's  infamous  proclamation  at  New  Orleans  is  universally 
execrated.  Its  author  is  regarded  as  the  human  monster,  par  excel- 
lence, of  the  age.  A  Government  that  can  employ  such  instruments 
•will  soon  cease  to  enjoy  the  friendship  of  civilized  nations.  The 
deeds  of  Haynau,  the  enormity  of  which  sent  him  heartbroken  and 
degraded  to  an  early  grave,  contrasted  with  those  of  Butler  were 
high-minded  and  innocent.  Yet  General  Cass,  because  of  their  com- 
mission, moved  to  suspend  relations  with  Austria  and  delivered  a 
speech  of  three  hours'  length  in  support,  of  his  resolution.  For  this 
he  received  unqualified  praise  in  Northern  circles. 

The  Times  of  yesterday  contained  a  powerful  leader  upon  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitutionnel,  without  any  reference  to  the  basis  of 
mediation,  which  will  have  a  happy  influence  upon  public  sentiment 
in  our  behalf.  Le  Nord,  the  organ  of  Russia  in  western  Europe, 
published  here,  reproduces  it,  translated  into  French,  and  conspicu- 
ously inserted  in  its  edition  of  this  afternoon.  I  send  it  herewith. 
This  article  will  render  our  cause  better  service  than  all  that  our 
overzealous  countrymen  in  Europe  could  write  and  publish  over  their 
signature,  or  otherwise,  until  doomsday.  Le  Nord  is  patronized  by 
most  of  the  continental  Governments  and  read  by  public  function- 
aries generally.  There  is  a  peculiar  significance  in  its  quick  intro- 
duction to  its  columns  of  the  production  of  the  mighty  London  jour- 
nal, considering  that  heretofore  it  has  advocated  the  side  of  the 
Lincoln  Government. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  not  omit  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  by  the  Department  to  Mr.  Mason, 
dated  March  l'\  and  marked  No.  5,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  me. 
With  this  exception,  no  communication  has  reached  me  from  there 
since  Mr.  Hunter's  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dfdli:y  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  8.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  12.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  June  23.,  1862. 

Sir:  My  last  were  Nos.  10  and  11,  each  dated  on  the  16th  of  May. 

No.  11  was  merely  sending  to  the  President  a  communication  from 
a  certain  Count  Brignola,  containing  a  theoretic  financial  scheme. 
In  No.  10  I  stated  that  dispatches  from  the  department,  Nos.  1  and 
4  had  not  been  received,  the  latest  being  No.  5,  dated  on  the  13th  of 
March.  Since  then,  and  within  the  last  few  davs,  I  have  received  dis- 
patch No.  4,  dated  on  the  8th  of  February,  from  vour  predecessor, 
the  Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  with  the  documents  referred  to  in  the 
postscript  as  transmitted  with  it. 

Looking  to  the  contingency  of  intervention  by  Great  Britain  repu- 
diating the  blockade,  dispatch  No.  4  contained  the  views  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  be  impressed  upon  the  foreign  minister  here  in  such  event 
As  things  stand  at  present,  there  is  little  prospect  of  intervention  in 
that  form,  either  by  Great  Britain  or  France.  The  President's  views 
however,  are  presented  in  the  dispatch  with  great  force  and  would  be 


LIST   OF   PAPEKS.  445 

equally  impressive  and  useful  to  enforce  the  propriety  and  duty  of 
recognizing  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  when  that 
may  be  contemplated;  and  as  instructed  by  the  dispatch,  they  shall  be 
laid  before  the  minister  when  the  fitting  moment  may  arrive. 

In  my  No.  8  of  the  2d  of  April  I  communicated  to  the  department 
information  then  deemed  important,  from  France,  and  in  a  letter 
to  the  President  of  the  16th  of  May  (borne  by  a  gentleman  to  whom 
it  was  intrusted  and  who  was  worthy  of  full  confidence)  I  told  him 
that  the  bearer  was  a  depository  of  the  substance  of  that  information, 
to  be  communicated  orally  to  him  in  the  event  of  the  dispatch  re- 
ferred to  not  reaching  its  destination.  Referring  to  its  subject  mat- 
ter, I  have  only  to  add  that  nothing  further  has  transpired  concern- 
ing it,  and  we  are  thus  disappointed  in  the  hope  of  results  expected 
from  it. 

The  occupation  of  the  principal  Southern  ports  by  the  enemy  and 
the  increased  rigor  of  the  blockade  of  those  remaining  to  us  resulting 
from  it  give  little  hope  now  of  any  interference  in  regard  to  the 
blockade,  and  leaves  only  the  question  of  recognition.  In  this  con- 
nection I  must  add  that  even  the  recent  seizure  of  British  ships  under 
the  British  flag  and  freighted  with  British  property,  on  the  high 
seas,  on  voyages  from  ports  in  England  to  Nassau,  and  in  one  in- 
stance of  a  British  ship  in  same  manner  freighted  bound  from  a  port 
in  France  to  Havana,  does  not  seem  to  have  claimed  the  intervention 
of  the  British  Government.  In  each  of  these  cases  it  was  said  that 
the  cargo,  in  part  at  least,  was  alleged  by  the  captor  to  be  contra- 
band. They  were  referred  under  strong  representations  to  the  min- 
istry by  the  British  owners,  and  the  reply  given  was  that  on  reference 
to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  it  was  determined  that  the  ships  must 
abide  adjudication  in  the  prize  courts. 

It  was  recently  strongly  rumored  here  that  France  had  proposed 
to  England  to  offer  their  joint  mediation  to  the  belligerents,  but  on  a 
question  put,  both  in  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons,  it  was 
declared  by  Earl  Russell  in  the  former  and  Lord  Palmerston  in  the 
latter  that  no  such  proposition  had  been  made  by  France;  and, 
further,  that  it  was  not  in  contemplation  by  this  Government  to  offer 
such  mediation,  jointly  or  separately,  Lord  Russell  adding  that  he 
considered  at  present  it  would  be  "  inopportune." 

In  a  note  from  Mr.  Slidell,  dated  on  the  17th  instant,  he  says  that 
the  determination  of  France  not  to  act  in  our  matters  without  the 
concurrence  of  England  is  unchanged.  Still  it  seems  to  be  well 
understood  in  public  circles,  both  here  and  in  F ranee,  that  the  Em- 
peror is  fully  prepared  to  recognize  our  independence  and  is  un- 
officially urging  its  expediency  upon  England. 

I  am  in  full  and  frequent  communication  here  with  many  able 
and  influential  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  confer  with 
me  in  perfect  frankness  and  candor,  and  who  are  prepared  to  move 
the  question  in  the  house  whenever  it  may  be  found  expedient;  but 
in  the  attitude  of  parties  here  (meaning  the  ministerial  and  oppo- 
sition), as  the  ministry  will  not  move  it  is  not  deemed  prudent  to 
enable  it  to  make  the  question  an  issue  with  the  opposition,  and  so 
motions  that  have  been  projected  hang  fire.  As  far  as  the  public 
is  concerned  all  agree  that  there  has  been  a  complete  change  in 
sentiment  as  the  war  goes  on;  both  my  own  intercourse,  which  is 
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becoming  large,  and  information  derived  from  all  quarters  satisfy 
me  that  the  educated  and  enlightened  classes  are  in  full  sympathy 
■with  us  and  are  becoming  impatient  at  the  supineness  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  stock  of  cotton  is  almost  exhausted,  and  it  9eems  fully  con- 
ceded that  no  approximation  to  a  supply  can  be  looked  for  in  any 
quarter  other  than  the  Confederate  States.  The  ct>tton  famine 
(as  it  is  now  everywhere  termed)  prevailing  and  increasing  in 
the  manufacturing  districts  is  attracting  the  most  serious  attention. 
Parochial  relief,  although  the  rates  have  been  increased  beyond  any- 
thing hitherto  known,  is  found  utterly  inadequate  to  prevent  actual 
starvation  of  men,  women,  and  children,  who  from  such  causes  are 
found  dead  in  their  houses.  Private  contributions,  coming  largely 
in  aid  of  parochial  relief,  do  not  and  can  not  remove  the  sufferers 
from  the  starvation  point,  and  very  soon  they  must  be  left  to  die 
unless  aid  is  afforded  from  the  Treasury.  When  the  question  is 
presented  in  this  form  the  causes  which  withhold  cotton  from  Amer- 
ica will  be  pressed  in  our  favor  with  increased  force  on  the  public 
attention. 

I  inclose  with  this  a  recent  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
which  the  sources  of  cotton  supply,  present  and  prospective,  are  dis- 
cussed at  much  length. 

I  have  conferred  frequently  and  freely  with  Mr.  Slidell  on  the 
expediency  of  making  a  renewed  request  to  the  Governments  of 
France  and  England,  or  to  either,  for  recognition  of  our  independ- 
ence, and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  a  cordial  understanding  exists 
between  us  to  act  independently  or  simultaneously,  as  our  joint  judg- 
ment may  approve. 

My  own  strong  conviction  is  that  it  would  be  unwise,  if  not  unbe- 
coming, in  the  ministry  here  to  make  such  a  request  now,  unless  it 
were  presented  as  a  demand  of  right;  and  if  refused  (as  I  little 
doubt  it  would  be),  to  follow  the  refusal  by  a  note  stating  that  I  did 
not  consider  it  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  my  Government,  and 
perhaps  with  my  own  self-respect,  to  remain  longer  in  England,  but 
should  retire  to  the  Continent  to  await  the  further  instructions  of  the 
Government  there.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  contemplate  such  an 
immediate  step,  but  only  that  if  the  demand  be  made  and  refused, 
to  remain  longer  in  England  as  the  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  seem  to  acknowledge  the  posture  of  a  supplicant,  and 
therefore  the  step  is  not  to  be  taken  without  the  most  grave  and 
mature  deliberation.  I  have  consulted  with  judicious  and  enlight- 
ened friends  here  amongst  the  public  men  who  are  earnestly  with  us 
and  they  advise  against  a  renewed  demand  at  present,  whilst  they 
admit  it  might  place  me  under  such  necessity. 

One  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  dispatch  No.  4  is  the 
statement  of  Mr    J.  W    Zacharie,  6f  New  Orleans,  relative  to  the 
outrage  perpetrated  on  him  while  on  board  the  vessel  Euqenie  Smith 
but  1  am  not  instructed  to  lay  it  before  the  Government  here,  ancf 
therefore  await  further  directions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  J.M.Mason. 

Secretary  of  State. 
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^T°-  13-]  25  Rue  Royale,  Brussels,  June  23, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  I  embodied  a  copious  extract  from  the  Paris  Con- 
stitutionnel upon  the  subject  of  mediation  between  the  American 
belligerents.  The  following  article  appeared  in  that  journal  last 
Wednesday,  about  ten  days  after  the  publication  of  the  first : 

P,y  the  numerous  extracts  from  English  papers,  which  we  have  inserted  from 
day  to  day,  we  have  shown  what  progress  has  been  made  among  our  neighbors  on 
the  subject  of  mediation.  In  France  this  idea  has  been  taken  up  with  not  less 
eagerness,  and  we  have  now  before  us  at  least  100  provincial  papers,  which,  in 
republishing  the  article  of  the  Constitutionnel,  accompany  it  witli  their  unre- 
served favorable  comments. 

Such  an  expression  of  opinion  in  two  great  countries  like  France  and  England 
can  not,  we  are  satisfied,  remain  without  results.  We  entertain  a  profound 
conviction  that  the  cause  is  gained  and  that  mediation  will  have  its  hour. 

We,  of  course,  desire,  and  desire  ardently,  that  this  hour  should  strike  as 
soon  as  possible.  What  honest  man  is  there  who  does  not  grieve  in  contemplat- 
ing the  floods  of  blood  that  may  still  be  shed,  the  daily  increasing  ruin  in 
America,  and  the  suffering  by  which  the  laboring  classes  in  Europe  are  threat- 
ened? But  we  have  never  permitted  ourselves  to  be  deceived ;  it  is  evident  that 
mediation  can  not  be  proposed  with  the  certainty  of  being  rejected.  It  is  for 
the  Governments  of  Europe  to  seize  the  favorable  moment.  We  hope  that  this 
moment  will  not  long  be  delayed,  and  we  ate  more  than  ever  convinced  that 
mediation  is  the  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to  this  terrible  conflict. 

To  the  friends  of  humanity  and  of  peace  we  repeat  it:  Mediation  is  the  only 
possible  termination  of  the  war;  to  the  friends  of  liberty  and  of  the  dignity  of 
man  we  repeat  it — mediation  is  the  best  guaranty  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

I  now  have  the  best  of  reasons  for  believing  that  the  basis  of 
mediation,  foreshadowed  in  the  first  article  of  the  Constitutionnel 
and  explicitly  stated  in  the  second  had  its  origin  at  the  Tuileries, 
and  that  it  has  already  been  informally  communicated  to  the  Cabi- 
net at  Washington  for  its  consideration.  If  it  is  acceptable  to  Lin- 
coln then  it  will  be  formally  proposed  to  each  of  the  belligerents, 
recommended  by  all,  or  at  least  many  of  the  European  Governments. 
(ireat  Britain  will  not  cooperate  in  the  first  instance,  but  the  anti- 
slaver  y  sentiment,  within  her  embraces,  receiving  such  succor  from 
the  Continent,  can  scarcely  fail  to  force  her  to  do  so  in  a  short  time. 
She  is  disposed,  I  can  not  doubt,  to  avoid  any  interference  that  would 
be  really  hurtful  to  our  interests;  but  a  pressure  will  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  her  that  she  will  fear  to  resist. 

I  never  was  more  concerned  for  our  future  than  I  have  been  for 
the  last  week.  The  currency  which  has  been  given  to  the  idea  that 
abolition  is  to  constitute  the  "  basis  "  of  an  adjustment  of  the  differ- 
ences between  the  belligerents,  and  that  such  "basis"  will  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Confederate  States,  precludes  the  possibility  of  media- 
tion upon  any  other  principle.  Hence,  when  we  reject  it,  we  shall 
have  the  moral  power  of  nearly  all  of  Europe  arrayed  against  us. 
This  is  a  distressing  thought. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  adopted  a  new  line  of  exterior 
policy.  The  subjugation  of  Mexico  is  evidently  his  settled  purpose. 
He  designs  to  conquer  that  country  and  to  establish  a  throne,  most 
probably  imperial,  in  the  city  of  the  Montezumas.  The  Crown  will 
be  bestowed  upon  Prince  Xapoleon,  who  will  ride  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  which  may  proceed  from  the  Tuileries.  This  will  re- 
move the  most  apparent  danger  to  the  establishment  of  the  dynasty 
of  the  Emperor. 

Algeria  is  a  profitless  colony.  It  has  so  little  attraction  for 
Frenchmen  that  but  few  can  be  induced  to  emigrate  to  it.    To  get 
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rid  of  the  redundant  population  ever  hostile  to  orderly  government, 
a  more  promising  field  for  adventure  must  be  presented.  Such  a 
field  is  Mexico.  Her  varied  interests  and  diversified  climate  possess 
peculiar  inducements  to  all  classes  in  France  to  migrate  thither. 

In  the  cultivation  of  the  cotton  plant  in  Algeria  but  little  progress 
has  been  made.  The  pursuit  is  one  that  is  likely  to  be  abandoned 
sooner  or  later.  In  portions  of  Mexico  it  is  believed  that  it  may  be 
undertaken  with  a  prospect  of  decided  success,  and  that  after  a  lapse 
of  a  few  years  the  yield  there  will  be  ample  for  the  requirements  of 
France.  Louis  Napoleon,  as  a  far-seeing  statesman,  is  perhaps  pre- 
paring for  such  results,  and,  if  so,  there  is  a  patriotic  motive  in  the 
basis  of  mediation.  By  the  time  that  slavery  would  cease  to  exist  by 
gradual  emancipation,  France  would  be  enabled  to  produce  her  own 
cotton. 

Great  Britain  has  long  entertained  similar  notions  with  regard 
to  supplying  herself  with  the  article  from  India,  and  she  is  not  blind 
to  the  fact  that  the  existence  of  our  cherished  institution  retards  the 
realization  of  her  hopes. 

Spain,  as  it  appears  by  the  debates  in  the  Cortes,  was  anxious  to 
do  in  Mexico  in  her  own  interests,  precisely  that  which  France  is 
now  doing  to  advance  hers.  She  aimed  at  supremacy  but  by  bad 
generalship  and  still  worse  diplomacy  signally  failed. 

Great  Britain  is  well  enough  satisfied  with  her  masterly  with- 
drawal from  the  triple  alliance,  and  assuredly  secretly  rejoices  that 
Louis  Napoleon  has  found  employment  so  far  off  for  an  army  and 
navy  that  she  apprehended  would  be  employed  against  herself. 
She  feels  secure  in  the  truthfulness  of  the  adage  that  when  France 
is  content  Europe  is  satisfied. 

We  must  henceforth  rely  exclusively  upon  our  own  strength  for 
the  preservation  of  the  independence  which  we  so  resolutely  de- 
clared and  have  so  valiantly  maintained.-  The  last  hope  for  adventi- 
tious assistance  from  abroad  was  dispelled  in  the  deplorable  dis- 
semination of  the  "basis"  of  a  mediation,  which,  even  if  well 
intended  to  us,  was  virtually  of  a  hostile  character.  Nor  will  such 
reliance  fail.  Before  the  rising  of  an  October  sun  our  enemy  will 
be  compelled  tacitly  to  admit  that  his  resources  are  exhausted  and  his 
power  for  harming  us  paralyzed.  In  the  meantime  the  agonizing 
grief  of  western  Europe  at  the  grave  mistake  which  was  made  in 
not  having  declared  the  blockade  ineffective  nine  months  ago  will 
begin  to  distinctly  manifest  itself,  satisfying  clamorous  false  philan- 
thropists that  there  are  incomparably  wo'rse  evils  on  earth  than  neoro 
slavery— the  evil  of  idle,  starving  millions  vociferously  wailin"-  for 
bread.  ° 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TT       T  t.  T3  A.  Dudley  Mann. 

lion.  J.  r.  .BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Yet. 


'No-  13>]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  June  23, 1862. 
Sir:  Mr.  Samuel  Eicker,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Frank- 
fort-on-the-Main,  and  who  yet  resides  there,  sent  me  recently  since 


UST  OF  PAPERS.  449 

a  sealed  communication  which  contained,  as  he  said,  instructions  for 
the  preparation  of  a  newly  invented  explosive  powder  containing 
neither  niter  nor  sulphur,  but  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  gunpowder 
in  all  the  uses  to  which  the  latter  is  applied,  and  accompanied  by 
certificates  of  military  men  as  to  its  efficiency,  etc.  I  had  been  told 
of  it  by  a  person  named  Mohl,  a  citizen  of  Texas,  who  came  from 
*  rankfort  and  sailed  a  few  days  since  to  make  his  way  home.  Hav- 
ing this  opportunity,  and  Mohl  being  acquainted  with  the  parties 
at  Frankfort  interested,  I  sent  the  papers  by  him. 

The  instructions  about  the  powder  were  sent  to  me  in  quadrupli- 
cate under  like  seal,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  one  of  them 
herewith. 

Mr.  Kicker  said  in  his  note  (transmitted  through  Mr.  Mohl  to 
Richmond)  that  the  invention  was  a  secret,  and  desired  to  be  kept 
so  pending  negotiations  with  the  Governments  of  Europe  regard- 
ing its  introduction,  but  that  it  was  placed  at  the  command  of  the 
Confederate  (States,  should  they  approve  its  use,  on  terms;  a  just 
compensation  should  be  made  at  a  future  day  to  the  inventors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


54  Devonshire  Street,  Portman  Place, 

London,  June  24-,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  but  a  moment  to  send  you  the  enclosed,  which  was 
purchased  for  1  shilling  at  a  shop  in  London,  and  just  sent  to  me. 

The  purchaser  told  me  the  seller  had  them  in  large  quantities; 
doubtless  they  will  be  sent  to  the  Southern  ports  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  in  tons,  to  discredit  our  currency.  I  shall  prosecute  the  en- 
quiry here  cautiously. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 


No.  14.]  25  Rue  Royale,  Brussels,  June  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  Lord  Lyons  has  arrived  in  London  and  Mr.  Mercier  is  ex- 
pected in  Paris  in  a  very  few  days.  Their  return  to  England  and 
France  at  such  an  eventful  moment  bodes  no  good  to  our  cause. 

The  contrivers  of  the  irrepressible  conflict  scheme,  perhaps,  are 
fully  satisfied  that  the  restoration  of  the  Union  is  an  impossibility 
and  that  the  ultimate  consummation  of  our  independence  is  inevitable. 
They  are,  therefore,  desirous  of  procuring  intervention  by  the  great 
powers  of  Europe,  under  the  guise  of  mediation,  for  the  utter  aboli- 
tion of  our  institution  of  negro  slavery.  I  am  certain  that  this  is  the 
role  that  they  are  preparing  to  play.  It  would  be  worth  the  places 
if  not  the  heads  of  Lincoln  and  Seward  were  they  to  retire  from 
the  contest,  with  such  sacrifices  of  life  and  money  as  they  have  under- 
gone, without  having  gained  politically  at  least  something  in  return, 
and  the  only  chance  for  such  gain  is  in  the  manner  I  have  indicated. 

176429°— 22— vol  3 29 


450  LIST  OF   PAPERS. 

If  we  decline  any  interference  in  our  domestic  affairs  we  shall  be 
reproached  by  all  civilized  Europe  as  being  dead  to  the  nobler  im- 
pulses of  humanity  and  unworthy  of  the  respect  of  enlightened  na- 
tions. For  one,  and  I  have  so  uniformly  expressed  myself  to  all  with 
whom  I  have  conversed  upon  the  subject,  I  would  prefer  any  calam- 
ity that  could  befall  the  Confederate  States  to  such  an  ignoble  hu- 
miliation— to  such  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  their  sovereign  rights. 

As  far  back  as  the  beginning  of  January  it  was  asserted  by  the 
more  intelligent  Yankees  in  London — upon  that  which  they  stated 
as  authority  from  Washington — that  the  insurrection  must  be  crushed 
in  three  months  or  never.  Well,  twice  three  months  have  elapsed 
and  no  other  progress  than,  so  to  speak,  a  backward  progress  as  re- 
lates to  definitive  results  has  been  realized,  and  hence  the  champion 
of  the  irrepressible  conflict,  acting  upon  his  deliberate  statement,  most 
likely  made  public  at  every  court  in  Europe,  seeks  in  deep  despair 
to  enlist  foreign  Governments  to  shield  himself  and  his  iniquitous 
coadjutors  from  the  approaching  wrathful  vengeance  of  their  de- 
luded followers. 

Even  though  derived  through  Northern  sources  I  have  read  with 
thrills  of  delight  all  the  recent  intelligence  from  Virginia.  That 
which  arrived  this  morning  was  exceedingly  joyous.  The  glorious 
achievement  of  our  cavalry  and  artillery  before  Richmond  on  the 
14th,  even  according  to  Northern  accounts,  will  cause  patriots'  hearts 
to  be  more  confident  than  ever  of  terminating  the  war  as  successfully 
as  did  our  fathers  that  of  1776.  The  army  of  General  Jackson,  too, 
seems  to  be  accomplishing  little  less  than  miracles. 

Another  three  months  will  not  have  elapsed  until  the  North  will 
be  forced  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  adage :  "  Whom  the  gods 
would  destroy  they  first  make  mad."  For  a  long  time  she  has  been, 
in  u  pecuniary  sense,  in  failing  circumstances,  and  her  last  desperate 
attempt  to  bolster  up  her  credit  will  precipitate  bankruptcy  upon  so 
gigantic  a  scale  as  to  occasion  a  degree  of  unexampled  amazement 
throughout  the  world. 

The  last  thing  that  we  can  now  expect  from  any  European  Govern- 
ment is  unconditional  acknowledgment.  I  have  not  left  unimproved 
a  suitable  occasion  to  show  that  we  are  eminently  entitled  to  such 
recognition. 

Still  more  dreary  than  at  the  date  of  my  No.  13  is  the  future  of 
the  industrial  classes.  Their  destitution  steadily  increases  while  the 
means  of  alleviating  it  as  steadily  diminish.  There  is  not  a  ray  of 
hope  for  the  improvement  of  their  condition,  and  if  they  avoid  actual 
starvation  their  Governments  will  have  to  contribute  generously  to 
their  aid.  This  would  occasion  deficiencies  in  the  financial  estimates 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  provide  for.  The  subject  is  a  most 
perplexing  one  for  the  rulers  concerned  and  may  result  in  the  over- 
throw of  several  ministries. 

I  transmitted  on  the  2d  of  February,  by  Mr.  Yancey,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  semiofficially,  three  letters  which  my  son  had  written 
at  Turin  Florence,  and  Rome,  respectively,  and  suggested  to  Mr 
Hunter  the  importance  of  accrediting  me  to  Switzerland  and  Italy  in 
the  same  manner  as  I  am  accredited  to  this  Government  I  regret 
that  my  suggestion  was  not  favorably  considered,  as  I  think  I  could 
have  rendered  some  service  to  our  cause  in  each  country.     In  the 
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latter  I  have  an  extended  acquaintance  with  public  functionaries 
and  others,  and  in  the  former  I  am  not  unknown  to  several  dis- 
tinguished personages.  I  still  think  that  it  would  be  judicious  to 
authorize  me  to  visit  Turin  and  Berne,  in  order  that  I  may  com- 
municate, as  I  have  done  here,  with  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs 
of  Italy  and  Switzerland.  I  scarcely  need  add  that  such  a  procedure  . 
will  not  submit  our  Government  to  any  increased  cost. 

^  Brussels,  as  a  point  of  observation  of  all  that  is  transpiring  in 
Europe,  is  a  desirable  capital  of  sojourn  for  a  diplomatic  representa-# 
tive,  but  it  does  not  present  an  enlarged  field  for  salutary  operations. 
Moreover,  I  am  assured  that  Belgium  is  prepared  to  recognize  us 
■  as  soon  as  she  is  furnished  with  convincing  proof  that  any  one  of 
the  great  powers  is  ready  and  willing  to  take  such  a  step.  I  would 
hasten  here  to  conclude  a  treaty  witli  her  upon  the  outline  which  I 
transmitted  to  the  Department.' 

Then  there  is  old  commercial  Holland  that,  in  my  opinion,  should 
not  be  neglected.  The  Hague  is  only  about  five  hours  distant  from 
this  place.  Holland  is  not  a  power,  not  yet  a  first-class  State,  but, 
nevertheless,  there  is  not  a  more  proud  or  sensitive  kingdom  in 
Europe  than  she.  At  some  future  period  she  may  enquire  why  it 
was  that  she  was  not  regarded  as  of  as  much  consequence  by  the 
Confederate  States  as  Belgium. 

I  avail  myself  of  every  safe  chance  which  presents  itself  to  keep 
you  advised  of  all  that  is  transpiring  in  this  hemisphere.  I  trust 
that  you  have  received  the  entire  series  of  my  dispatches;  if  not,  I 
console  myself  with  the  belief  that  such  as  are  missing  are  out  of 
the  way  of  harm,  for  I  have  invariably  given  positive  orders  to 
those  charged  with  their  conveyance  to  utterly  destroy  them  in  case 
of  extreme  danger. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va. 


fTelegram] 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  July  J,  186%. 

Your  dispatch  received.  The  battle  of  Richmond  has  lasted  eight 
days  and  is  not  yet  finished.  Thus  far  the  enemy  has  been  beaten 
in  every  fight,  has  been  driven  from  all  his  intrenchments,  lost  all 
his  supplies  of  every  kind,  and  is  now  surrounded  by  our  victorious 
army.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  prevent  his  escape  by  way  of 
James  River,  but  it  is  feared  that  some  part  of  his  army  will  succeed 
in  reaching  the  river  and  escaping  on  their  boats.  We  estimate  the 
number  of  prisoners  taken  at  about  7,000;  the  number  of  cannon 
about  75,  besides  45  spiked  and  abandoned  by  them  last  night;  the 
number  of  his  killed  and  wounded  can  not  be  less  than  20,000.  We 
have  captured  and  secured  about  15,000  stands  of  arms  and  an  im- 
mense amount  of  valuable  property.  The  quantity  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  in  his  retreat  is  enormous.     Among  the  prisoners  we  have  two 
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major-generals  and  three  or  four  brigadiers.  Our  own  loss  has 
been  very  severe,  at  least  10,000,  but  the  only  general  killed  is  Briga- 
dier-General Griffith,  of  Mississippi.  The  magnificent  strategy  of 
General  Lee  is  beyond  all  praise. 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 
•     Judge  E.  W.  Moise,  Mobile. 


.Dispatch  No.  13.]  Havana,  July  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  dispatch  to  your  ad- 
dress, just  received  from  Hon.  A.  P.  Rost,  Madrid,  which  I  trust  will 
reach  you  safely.  It  is  a  source  of  regret  and  annoyance  to  me  to  • 
see  a  recent  dispatch  of  Judge  Rost  and  one  from  Captain  Huse  to 
the  War  Department,  published  in  the  New  York  Herald,  which 
were  forwarded  by  me  from  this  place  on  the  30th  April.  The  en- 
closed extract  from  my  note  to  Judge  Rost  of  the  5th  June  will 
explain  to  the  Department  the  manner  in  which  these  letters  were 
taken. 

Mr.  Heyliger  has  no  doubt  reported  fully  to  the  Department  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  seizure  at  Nassau  of  the  steamer  Orejto  and 
the  probabilities  of  her  release ;  he  and  Captain  Maffitt  will  do  all  that 
can  be  done  to  get  her  to  sea.  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  note 
to  Captain  Maffitt  of  the  6th  June  on  the  subject  of  his  intended  visit 
in  command  of  the  Oreto  to  this  port,  with  the  view  of  showing  to 
the  Department  the  continued  good  feeling  of  the  authorities  here 
and  their  disposition  to  serve  us  to  the  extent  of  their  power. 

The  fall  of  New  Orleans  and  the  concentration  of  the  Federal 
fleet  in  the  Gulf  greatly  interfered  with  our  trade  in  that  direction ; 
the  diversion,  however,  of  the  gunboat  fleet  toward  Vicksburg  will 
enable  our  friends  to  send  in  a  few  vessels  with  munitions  of  war  to 
Mobile  or  other  points  in  that  vicinity. 

I  enclose  a  receipt  for  £254,  as  requested. 

I  will  add  that  I  keep  our  friends  in  Europe  fully  advised  of  the 
atrocities  of  Butler  at  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure.] 
EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER  OF  JUDGE  ROST,  JUNE   5,  1862 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  notes, 
one,  dated  22d  March  and  the  other  7th  April,  the  first  enclosing  dis- 
patches for  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  second  duplicates  of  the 
dispatches.  The  original  was  delivered  by  me  to  the  captain  of  the 
steamer  Fox,  which  vessel  sailed  from  this  place  for  a  Confederate 
port  on  the  30th  day  of  April,  with  all  the  injunctions  of  care 
usual  in  sending  dispatches.  The  captain  being  an  old  pilot,  long 
engaged  with  Captain  Bulloch,  and  having  made  several  successful 
voyages,  it  was  thought  to  be  the  best  opportunity  to  send  them 
safely  to  their  destination;  however,  the  vessel,  after  being  chased 
several  times  by  the  enemy's  gunboats,  got  out  of  coal  and  ran  in 
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somewhere  near  Berwick  Bay  for  wood  and  was  captured  while  at 
anchor,  and  it  is  believed  all  the  correspondence,  a  very  large 
mail,  was  taken  with  the  steamer,  and  I  fear  your  dispatches  were 
not  destroyed,  as  directed.  Yet  the  antecedents  of  the  captain  would 
warrant  the  belief  that  they  were.  The  duplicates  I  sent  under  cover 
to  Mr.  Heyliger,  our  agent  at  Nassau,  to  be  forwarded  from  that 
port,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  been  received  at  Richmond  ere 
this. 


No.  15.]  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  July  5,  1862. 

Sik:  One  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  in  this 
Kingdom  called  to  see  me  on  the  2d  instant,  from  whom  I  derived  a 
large  amount  of  information  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  that  in- 
terest. He  had  just  stopped  his  mills  and  dismissed  all  his  opera- 
tives. He  freely  expressed  his  belief  that  unless  supplies  of  the 
raw  material  could  be  somewhat  abundantly  obtained  before  the 
commencement  of  winter,  a  revolution  would  be  inevitable  in  most 
of  the  manufacturing  districts  of  Europe.  With  the  idleness  which 
has  been  occasioned  by  a  want  of  our  staple,  crime  is  already  in- 
creasing with  alarming  rapidity.  Notwithstanding  the  unceasing 
exertions  which  have  been  made  for  nearly  three  months  to  assist  by 
public  contributions  the  destitute  workman  in  Belgium  all  that  has 
been  raised  according  to  a  report  made  two  or  three  days  ago,  is  the 
paltry  sum  of  78,000  francs. 

I  have  repeatedly  assured  you  that  we  have  no  better  friend  in 
Europe  than  the  admitted  first  statesman  of  the  age.  I  of  course 
mean  Lord  Palmerston.  If  the  Emperor  of  the  French  had  notified 
Lincoln  at  the  time  he  urged  him  to  surrender  Messrs.  Slidell, 
Mason,  Eustis,  and  Macfarland,  that  he  intended  to  disregard  the 
then  quasi  blockade,  we  should,  by  this  time,  have  been  at  peace 
with  the  North,  for  he  would  have  had  not  only  the  energetic  co- 
operation of  the  British  premier,  but  also  the  ardent  moral  support 
or  every  other  Government  in  this  hemisphere.  Lord  Palmerston 
was  restrained  from  leading  off  upon  the  subject,  or  from  the  con- 
sideration which  operates  alike  with  governments  and  individuals, 
viz,  that  the  pursuit  of  a  submissive  foe  is  not  compatible  with  a 
magnanimous  nature. 

Lord  Palmerston  "  bears  too  great  a  soul "  ever  to  propose  such  a 
basis  of  mediation  as  that  which  was  engendered  on  the  French  side 
of  the  channel.  That  he  will  have  to  sanction  it  if  it  shall  be  pro- 
posed by  Louis  Napoleon,  I  can  scarcely  doubt.  It  is  the  dernier 
hope  of  Seward  for  saving  his  head  from  the  fury  of  the  Republi- 
cans when  the  war  is  at  an  end  and  through  his  machinations,  I 
verily  believe,  Lord  Lj'ons  and  Mr.  Mercier  proceeded  to  London 
and  Paris. 

The  hearts  of  the  rising  youth,  as  also  that  of  the  fair  sex,  are  more 
ardently  enlisted  for  our  success  in  intelligent  European  circles  than 
ever.  A  reliable  sign  of  this  was  distinctly  manifested  at  Oxford 
last  Wednesday — the  commemoration  day  of  the  university.  Upon 
such  an  occasion  the  undergraduates  carry  matters,  to  use  a  familiar 
phrase,  with  a  large  hand.  They  do  and  say  things,  always  confining 
themselves  to  rigid  decency,  after  the  manner  which  they  feel  and 
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think.  Reference  was  made,  in  the  course  of  their  proceedings,  to 
that  which  they  termed  the  "American  quarrel,"  when  the  mention  of 
the  name  of  President  Davis  was,  received  with  thrills  of  joy,  the 
ladies  participating.  Subsequently  there  were •  deafening  prolonged 
groans  and  hisses  for  the  demon-like  commaniier  of  the  brute  forces 
of  Lincoln  at  New  Orleans.  Lord  Pahnerston  was  present  as  the 
honored  guest — his  first  appearance  in  the  doctor's  gown — "  a  boy 
amongst  boys  "  in  all  that  is  generous  and  ardent,  as  through  life  he 
has  been  a  man  amongst  men. 

Europe  is  at  this  moment  upon  the  very  tiptoe  of  expectation  with 
respect  to  the  result  at  Richmond  of  probably  the  greatest  battle,  as 
concerns  numbers,  which  has  been  fought  in  modern  times.  That  it 
has  been  fought  is  universally  believed.  If  so,  and  our  arms  have 
been  as  victorious  as  they  were  at  Bull  Run,  we  shall  have  definitively 
won  our  right,  as  no  country  with  the  odds  of  brute  force  arrayed 
against  it  ever  won  its  right  before,  to  an  exalted  place  in  the  family 
of  nations;  and  I  risk  nothing  in  stating  that  such  place  will  be 
promptly  accorded  to  us  even  by  the  most  stiff  and  calculating  courts 
of  the  Old  World.  It  will  be  regarded  as  a  brilliant  success  and 
strikingly  illustrates  the  French  truism  which  can  not  be  forcibly 
expressed  in  English,  "Rien  ne  reussit  comme  le  succes." 

Doctor  Mackay,  special  New  York  correspondent  of  the  London 
Times,  in  his  last  published  letter,  dated  June  19,  states  a  fact  which 
will  exercise  no  small  influence  in  convincing  foreigners  of  the  in- 
iquitous end  aimed  at,  and  the  iniquitous  means  employed  in  the 
prosecution  of  hostilities  against  the  Confederate  .States.  He  ob- 
serves : 

The  Yankees,  though  they  have  contributed  several  able  generals  and  other 
officers  to  the  war,  have  not  contributed  very  largely  1o  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Federal  Army.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  aid  afforded  by  the  Irish  and  the 
Germans  who  form  at  least  two-fifths  of  the  whole  number  of  fighting  men, 
now  or  hereafter  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Federal  power,  the  war  against 
the  South  could  not  have  been  carried  on,  except  at  odds  which  would  before 
this  have  assured  victory  to  the  Confederates. 

It  is  one  characteristic  both  of  the  war  and  of  the  Germans  that,  while  im- 
migration into  the  United  States  has  greatly  diminished  from  all  other  coun- 
tries, Ireland  included,  since  the  battle  of  Hull  Hun,  the  immigration  of  Ger- 
mans has  increased.  The  Germans,  trained  to  war  by  the  military  system  of 
their  own  little  "kingdoms  and  duchies,  seem  to  snuff  the  carnage  from  afar 
They  come  over  here  ready  material  for  the  rough  work  of  war,  in  which  they 
receive  more  than  double  the  pay  of  soldiers  of  Europe,  and  in  which  they  are 
cheered  on  by  the  hope  of  advancement,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  of  plunder  also 
if  half  the  accounts  are  true  that  are  published  in  the  Northern  as  well  as 
Southern  newspapers.  They  pillage  wherever  they  go  and  are  as  instrumental 
him.X'lf1'erntl"!;  tlU"  il]le;"lv  ('X!,snerat('(1  passions  of  the  South  us  Gen.  Butler 

In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  appropriate  to  copy  the  following 
trom  a  (jrerman  newspaper:  ^ 

An  American  flag,  accompanied  by  a  collection  of  American  coins  was  re- 
cen tly  presented  to  the  German  Grand  National  Meeting  of  Riflemen  at  Frank- 
^;°^v"Mav\a?(1  tbe  Am™™»  ™»'"  rbere  w,,s Requested™-  he  Ger- 
mans of  New  \ork  to  state  that  the  flag  we  now  send,  upheld  and  venerated  by 
compamons  in  arms  by  a  hundred  thousand  of  their  own  countrymen?  moTt  of 
v,  on.  st,ll  have  relatives,  friends,  and  good  repute  amongst  them,  will  rise 
with  new  splendor,  unsullied  by  tyranny  of  section  over  seel  ion,  out  o7     chic 

w  ch  is  not  rfiT"  Ur7?Ut  U,W"!  US  tl"'OURh  the  nrirtenw  of  an  institution' 
which  is  not  of  our  republican  making,  and  which  must  give  way  before  the 
incessant  progress  of  mankind.  y  e  ult 
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Wise  as  she  has  ever  been  in  council,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Vir- 
ginia committed  a  grave  mistake  in  ceding  the  Northwest  Territory 
to  the  United  States.  In  that  act  of  unequaled  patriotic  magnanim- 
ity she  sowed  dragons'  teeth  broadcast  for  tlie  destruction  of  her 
repose.  Therein  she  created  a  nursery  for  the  pharisaical  Puritan 
stock,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  powerless  for  mischief,  and 
a  receptacle  for  foreign  emigrants,  who  are  chiefly  controlled  by  out- 
and-out  abolition  propagandists,  driven  from  Germany  on  account 
of  their  red-republican,  socialistic  demonstrations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  /State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Ya. 


Department  or  State, 
Richmond,  July  5,  18(j2. 
Sir:  While  Secretary  of  War  I  intrusted  to  Mr.  H.  Stewart,  of 
Maryland,  $30,000  in  bonds  of  Confederate  States  for  which  I  drew 
a  requisition  in  his  favor  on  the  Treasury.  The  money  was  to  be 
used  in  the  purchase  of  revolvers  for  the  Army,  which  Stewart 
undertook  to  smuggle  across  the  lines. 

Stewart  was  captured,  and  killed  in  attempting  to  escape  from 
prison. 

This  morning  I  received  from  my  friend  William  H.  Norris,  Esq., 
of  Baltimore,  the  accompanying  bundle  containing  $28,000  in  bonds, 
which  bundle  was  placed  by  Major  Rhett  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Nor- 
ris for  safe-keeping.  Major  Rhett  received  the  bundle  from  Stew- 
art. These  $28,000  are  therefore  returned  to  the  Treasury,  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  Stewart,  from  whom  no  account  of  the  dis- 
posal of  the  remaining  $2,000  has  been  received. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
(Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  Mr.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  16.]  25  Rue  Royaijr, 

Brussels,  July  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patches Nos.  1  and  2,  dated  respectively  the  5th  and  14th  of  April, 
together  with  the  documents  transmitted  therewith.  They  arrived 
this  morning  via  Paris,  where  they  were  put  into  the  post  office 
by  Mr.  de  Leon.  Although  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  they  were 
written,  I  nevertheless  perused  them  with  the  liveliest  degree  of 
interest.  They  made  me  acquainted  with  many  important  facts  in 
connection  with  the  history  of  the  war,  carefully  recited,  which 
were  unknown  to  me  before. 

If  I  am  not  unreasonably  hopeful  with  respect  to  results,  the  day 
of  a  termination  to  our  sacrifices  in  blood  and  treasure  is  rapidly 
hastening.     We  shall  soon  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  world-wide 
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recognition  of  our  independence,  all  the  more  dear  because  it  was 
so  nobly  accomplished.  Our  demon-like  enemy,  the  hated  of  all 
the  good  of  the  earth,  is  certainly  convinced  by  this  time  that  our 
subjugation  is  the  most  illusory  of  notions  that  ever  was  entertained 
by  human  kind.  Seward  and  Lincoln  and  their  supple  stipendi- 
aries in  crime  and  folly  perhaps  already  discover  the  fatal  blun- 
der which  they  committed  in  their  wholly  unjustifiable  commence- 
ment of  hostilities.  They  see  no  other  secure  retreat  from  the 
wrath  to  come  of  the  North  than  through  such  a  mediation  as  that 
which  emanated  in  the  brain  of  the  former  and  found  its  way  to  the 
public  eye  in  the  Paris  Constitutionnel  and  to  which  1  have  so  fre- 
quently adverted  in  my  recent  dispatches.  As  bearing  upon  this 
subject,  and  in  corroboration  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  last, 
I  may  observe  that  news  has  lately  been  received  here  from  an 
official  source  in  Washington,  that  the  visit  of  Lord  Lyons  to  Eng- 
land was  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  Lincoln  Government. 

The  czar  has  just  recognized  the  Kingdom  of  Italy.  At  first  he 
proposed  certain  conditions  to  Victor  Emmanuel,  which  were  not 
entertained  for  a  moment  by  that  sovereign.  He  now  uncondi- 
tionally acknowledges  the  existence  of  that  Kingdom.  And  I  reiter- 
ate what  I  have  all  along  said  that,  according  to  my  judgment,  this 
is  the  only  kind  of  recognition  that  our  honor  will  permit  us  to 
accept.  In  the  sphere  of  my  duties  I  will  not  tacitly  listen  to  any 
proposal  that  does  not  unequivocally  embrace  this  end. 

The  telegraphic  accounts  from  New  York  via  Cape  Race  to  the 
1st  of  July  are  very  contradictory  as  relates  to  the  battle  which  is 
reported  to  have  commenced  between  Richmond  and  the  White 
House  [Landing]  on  the  26th  ultimo.  As  they  claim  no  victory  for 
McClellan,  I  feel  warranted  in  placing  a  most  favorable  construction 
upon  them.  To-morrow  we  shall  probably  be  furnished  with  more 
recent  dates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Manx. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Brnjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Ya. 


No.  17.]  25  liim  Royale, 

Brussels,  July  15, 1862. 

Sir:  The  heroism  exhibited  by  our  countrymen  in  resisting  the 
invaders  of  their  soil,  and  the  ability  with  which  their  defense  has 
been  conducted,  are  at  last  beginning  to  compel  the  admiration  and 
the  sympathy  of  Europe.  The  history  of  all  conquerors,  from 
Xerxes  to  Napoleon,  is  now  being  cited  daily  to  illustrate  the  folly 
of  attempting  to  subdue  a  nation  so  united  and  so  resolute  in  purpose. 

If  any  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  presence  of  the  immense  numerical 
odds  arrayed  against  them,  should  be  disposed  to  entertain  anxiety 
as  to  the  final  result,  let  them  take  fresh  courage  in  recalling  to  mind 
the  disasters  incurred  at  Moscow  by  the  greatest  captain  of  modern 
times.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  similarity  between  the  defense  of  the 
Russians  in  1812  and  that  adopted  by  the  Confederate  States,  as  to 
afford  conclusive  evidence  of  our  ultimate  success  even  to  those  who 
are  least  sanguine  as  to  results. 
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The  Recollections  of  a  German  Hussar  Officer  from  1802  to  1815, 
recently  published  at  Berlin,  contain  so  much  new  and  interesting 
information  concerning  the  failure  of  Napoleon's  Russian  campaign, 
that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  a  synopsis  of  the  latter  portion 
of  the  work. 

It  was  about  the  close  of  the  year  1810  that  Russia  began  to  pre- 
pare for  the  attack  with  which  she  was  threatened,  by  organizing 
and  increasing  her  armies,  and  by  renewing  her  commercial  relations 
with  Great  Britain.  Napoleon,  whose  chief  armies  were  then  in 
Spain,  made  preparations  upon  a  gigantic  scale  to  subdue  the  only 
continental  power  that  still  held  out  against  him,  and  secured  the 
cooperation  of  Austria  and  Prussia,  they  promising  him  an  army  of 
00,000  men. 

In  conducting  this  campaign,  he  resolved  to  follow  the  maxims  by 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  guided  and  which  had  never  yet  failed 
him.  His  policy,  like  that  of  the  majority  of  conquerors,  was  divide 
et  impera.  In  his  previous  wars  he  had  succeeded  by  the  rapid  de- 
feat of  the  enemy,  by  the  occupation  of  his  capital,  and  by  the  parcel- 
ing out  of  his  territory.  His  plan  was  now  to  reduce  Russia  by 
creating  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  just  as  he  had  reduced  Austria  by 
creating  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria  and  Wurtemburg,  and  Prussia  by 
creating  the  Kingdoms  of  Saxony  and  Westphalia.  But  in  this  in- 
stance Napoleon,  hurried  on  by  his  desire  to  overrun  Russia  in  a 
single  campaign,  did  not  give  himself  sufficient  time  to  organize  a 
barrier  in  Poland  by  fully  consolidating  the  Polish  nationality. 

The  Emperor's  grand  army  numbered  500,000  men,  while  Barclay, 
the  Russian  commander  in  chief,  had  not  more  than  110,000  men 
under  his  orders ;  the  second  army,  under  Bagration,  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  35,000 ;  and  the  army  of  the  reserve  contained  about  as 
many  more,  making  a  total  of  200,000  men,  including  20,000  Cossacks. 
But  the  Russian  cabinet  did  not  rely  so  much  upon  its  troops  as  upon 
its  vast  territory  and  upon  the  severity  of  its  climate. 

On  the  approach  of  the  French  the  Russians  evacuated  Wilna,  and 
orders  were  given  to  burn  all  the  stores  of  provisions  to  prevent  them 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  retiring  before  the 
conqueror,  the  Russians,  though  beaten  and  disorganized,  set  fire  to 
their  cities,  destroyed  their  crops,  laid  waste  their  country,  and  thus 
prepared  great  difficulties  to  the  enemy  in  case  of  his  meeting  with 
a  reverse  or  being  forced  to  retreat.  In  compliance  with  this  ad- 
mirable and  heroic  system  of  defense  Moscow  was  burnt  by  its 
governor,  Rostoptchin,  as  had  been  Smolensk",  Dorigoboui,  Wiasma, 
Gjat,  Mojaisk,  and  a  vast  number  of  other  cities  and  villages. 

In  the  interesting  work  to  which  I  have  referred  the  author,  who 
held  command  in  the  Russian  Army,  states  "  that  it  suffered  severely 
on  the  march  to  Drissa  by  the  desertion  of  the  Poles,  and  he  estimates 
the  loss  of  the  Russians  from  other  causes  during  the  first  month 
at  not  less  than  6,000  men.  At  first  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  stand 
near  Drissa,  but  subsequently  it  was  deemed  more  judicious  to  effect 
a  junction  with  the  second  corps  d'armec.  This  was  accomplished 
just  before  Smolensk.  The  strength  of  these  united  armies  was 
about  120,000  men,  while  Napoleon  had  with  him  at  least  180,000. 
Gen.  Barclay  had  no  other  resource  but  to  continue  his  retreat,  which 
caused  such  dissatisfaction  among  his  troops  that  Alexander  was 
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forced  to  supplant  him  by  Prince  Kutusoff,  an  aged  general  of  much 
less  ability.  The  battle  of  the  Borodino  was  then  fought.  The  Rus- 
sians displayed  extraordinary  valor  and  wonderful  tenacity.  Their 
loss,  after  a  battle  of  twelve  hours  duration,  was  40,000  men;  that 
of  the  French  was  about  30,000. 

Moscow,  which  was  soon  after  occupied  by  the  victors,  was  thrown 
into  the  greatest  excitement.  The  most  contradictory  reports  were 
spread;  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  were  leaving  the  doomed 
city,  carrying  with  them  whatever  was  portable  in  its  nature.  Yells, 
groans,  and  execrations  against  the  French,  whose  thirst  for  con- 
quest had  entailed  the  ruin  of  their  fair  city,  filled  the  air. 

The  author  of  the  Recollections  is  of  opinion  that  the  mere  burn- 
ing of  Moscow  did  not  exercise  such  an  influence  in  bringing  the 
Avar  to  a  termination  as  has  generally  been  supposed.  Even  had  the 
city  been  spared,  Napoleon  could  not  have  remained  there  for  the 
winter  with  his  army,  as  his  provisions  would  have  been  exhausted. 
The  Cossacks,  of  whom  12,000  arrived  from  the  banks  of  the  Don  at 
this  time,  would  have  cut  off  his  transports.  The  real  destruction  of 
the  French  Army,  the  author  says,  was  the  purposeless  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  at  Moscow,  instead  of  at  once  retreating  or  advancing 
into  Little  Russia.  After  the  retreat  of  the  French,  Moscow  pre- 
sented a  frightful  appearance,  and  the  returning  citizens  were  fu- 
rious at  the  attempt  made  by  Napoleon  to  blow  up  their  sacred  Krem- 
lin, in  which  he  fortunately  only  partially  succeeded.  After  the 
wanton  desecration  of  the  churches  by  the  French  the  war  assumed 
a  fearfully  barbarous  character  on  the  part  of  the  outraged  nation, 
and  their  savageness  surpassed  even  anything  the  hussar  had  wit- 
nessed in  Spain. 

The  most  furious  were  the  women,  although  as  a  general  thing  the 
fair  sex  in  Russia  are  gentle,  good-tempered,  and  submissive.  I  saw 
a  well-dressed  and  rather  good-looking  female  tear  the  heart  out  of 
the  body  of  a  still  quivering  grenadier  and  display  it  to  the  mob  with 
a  yell  of  triumph.  I  could  mention  a  number  of  similar  instances. 
Thus  we  frequently  found  the  bodies  of  Frenchmen  hung  up  by  the 
feet  from  trees,  so  that  the  poor  wretches  must  have  died  in  agony; 
others  were  laid  between  boards  and  sawn  in  two  or  fastened  to  horses 
and  dragged  to  death  over  the  country.  And  yet,  I  repeat,  the  old 
Russian  race  is  generally  good-tempered  and  kind,  and  nothing  but 
the  utmost  frenzy  could  induce  such  barbarity. 

While  the  French  lay  down  and  died  by  the  roadside  on  the  re- 
treat, the  Russians  themselves  were  not  much  better  off.  Owing  to 
the  cheating  of  the  commissariat,  the  troops  were  shamefully  ra- 
tioned, and  the  army  on  the  march  at  Wilna  melted  away  in  the 
most  extraordinary  manner.  The  French  were  utterly  demoralized 
and  the  author  states  that  he,  one  day,  with  but  6  Cossacks,  took  50' 
voltigeurs  prisoners.  Although  armed  they  did  not  dare  offer  any 
resistance. 

-ir At  Wilna,the  losses  of  tlle  Russian  Army  of  1812  were  calculated. 
Kutusoff  left  the  camp  of  Yarulino  with  exactly  110,000  men  and 
after  a  six  weeks'  march  he  had  scarce  50,000  left.  And  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  he  did  not  fight  a  single  engagement  during  the 
period.  Cold  and  the  peculation  of  the  commissariat  had  done  the 
work. 
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Napoleon  ought  to  have  been  able  to  perceive  in  the  early  part  of 
the  campaign  that,  notwithstanding  his  victories  in  the  field,  the 
system  of  defense  adopted  by  the  Russians  would  eventuate  dis- 
astrously to  himself.  Even  after  the  occupation  of  Moscow  he  might 
have  saved  his  army  by  a  timely  retreat,  had  he  not  been  led  to 
conceive  hopes  of  peace  which  Alexander  was  skillful  enough  to 
entertain.  For  nearly  six  weeks  his  movements  were  retarded  by 
illusory  negotiations,  and  he  did  not  decide  upon  retreating  until 
the  29th  of  October.  This  disastrous  retreat,  the  most  fatal  recorded 
in  history,  shook  the  very  foundations  of  his  empire.  On  the  con- 
fines of  Europe  amid  the  snow  and  ice,  the  cold  and  hunger  of  the 
North,  his  victorious  career  was  brought  to  an  inglorious  end.  It 
is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  evident,  even  to  the  most  prejudiced 
eye,  that  a  fate  yet  more  terrible  is  awaiting  the  would-be  conquerors 
of  the  Confederate  States,  under  the  burning  sun  and  in  the  death- 
bringing  swamps  of  the  South. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  Stats,  ('.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  18.]  25  Hit?  Eoyale, 

BrutselH,  July  15, 1862. 

Sib:  In  less  than  an  hour  after  I  closed  my  No.  17  I  received  the 
glorious  intelligence  contained  in  the  accompanying  slip  of  LTnde- 
pendence  Beige.  I  trust  our  brilliant  victory — as  brilliant,  I  am  led 
to  believe,  as  any  ever  recorded  in  the  history  of  mankind — will  in- 
fluence an  early  termination  of  hostilities. 

I  shall  proceed  to-morrow  morning  to  Paris  and  London  to  see 
my  colleagues  at  those  capitals.  England  and  France,  if  they  will 
now  lead  off  in  the  matter  of  our  recognition,  will  be  followed  with- 
out necessary  delay  by  this  and  other  Continental  Governments. 
Mj7  own  opinion  is  that  Lord  Palmerston  will  soon  be  disposed  to  do 
so.  He  can  not  hesitate  now  to  admit  that  our  independence,  as  well 
de  jure  as  de  facto,  is  a  perfected  reality.  How  honorable  to  the  head 
which  directs  our  affairs  and  how  honorable  to  our  citizens  who,  by 
their  courage  and  privations,  have  achieved  such  results!  They 
will  live  in  story  as  the  noblest  men  of  any  age.  Hard  must  be  the 
heart  that  would  not  joyously  welcome  their  country  into  the  family 
of  nations. 

The  Orleanists  have  sympathized  with  the  North  because  the  young 
princes  were  in  the  staff  of  McClellan.  If  it  be  true  that  these 
princes  have  retired  in  disgust  from  the  Army  and  are  on  their  way 
home,  this  sympathy  may  be  changed  into  hatred.  It  is  not  of  much 
importance,  however,  whether  this  shall  occur  or  not,  as  regards  the 
interests  of  the  Confederate  States.  There  is  an  immeasurable  space 
between  the  throne  of  France  and  the  aspirations  of  any  member  of 
the  family  of  the  late  Louis  Philippe.  Through  life  I  shall  remain 
an  uncompromising  enemy,  as  I  am  sure  all  my  countrymen  will  be,  of 
the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the  former  Citizen  King.  Those  sons  and 
grandsons  have  acted  perfidiously,  warring  against  the  best  qualities 
of  human  nature  in  espousing  that  which  seemed  to  them  the  stronger 
side  for  the  subjugation  of  the  weaker  when  struggling  for  its  un- 
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questionably  just  rights.  Never  did  a  sunken  dynasty  act  from  more 
sordid  motives.  As  long  as  there  is  a  Southern  patriot  in  existence, 
the  name  of  Orleanist  will  be  loathed  as  that  of  the  meanest  branch 
of  royalty  that  "  ever  rose  or  reigned  or  fell." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  V.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  July  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  7th  instant  your  dispatches  Nos.  8,  9,  and 
10  of  the  several  dates  of  5th,  10th,  and  13th  May  last.  These  were 
the  first  dispatches  received  from  you  since  your  assuming  charge 
of  the  mission  to  Belgium.  Mr.  Wetter  and  Mr.  Ficklin,  who  had 
been  intrusted  with  previous  dispatches  from  Europe,  both  arrived 
in  safety,  but  were  compelled  to  destroy  their  dispatches  on  being 
boarded  by  the  enemy's  gunboats.  We  were  therefore  looking  with 
anxiety  for  news  from  your  mission. 

The  President  has  been  gratified  in  hearing  the  friendly  terms 
in  which  Mr.  liogier  expressed  the  views  of  his  Government  toward 
our  Confederacy.  We  had  no  reason  to  expect  that  while  other  and 
more  powerful  neutral  nations  abstained  from  that  recognition  of 
our  independence,  which  we  believe  to  be  oar  unquestionable  right, 
the  Belgium  Government  should  expose  itself  alone  to  the  risk  of 
provoking  hostilities  from  our  arrogant  enemy.  Unless  assured  of 
the  aid  of  England  or  France  in  the  event  of  such  hostilities,  a  power 
constituted  under  such  peculiar  circumstances  as  was  that  of  Bel- 
gium by  the  congress  of  London,  is  under  such  exceptional  obliga- 
tions of  neutrality  as  to  be  scarcely  entitled  alone  to  take  the  lead 
in  a  measure  which  might  possibly  involve  her  in  a  war  with  one  of 
the  belligerent  parties.  It  was  therefore  quite  satisfactory  to  learn 
in  the  guarded  language  of  Mr.  Kogier  that  Belgium,  although  not 
in  a  condition  to  assume  the  initiative  in  proposing  a  disregard  of  the 
blockade,  "  would  certainly  not  be  the  last  European  State  to  recog- 
nize our  independence." 

The  difficulties  of  communication  are  so  great  that  when  an  oppor- 
tunity is  offered  it  occurs  so  suddenly  as  to  render  it  almost  impos- 
sible for  me  to  prepare  in  time  the  dispatches  for  all  our  agents 
abroad.  I  must  therefore  with  regret  close  my  dispatch  without 
informing  you  directly  of  the  condition  of  public  affairs,  but  I  have 
requested  Mr.  Mason  to  forward  you  from  London  a  copy  of  my 
narrative  of  public  affairs  of  interest  that  have  transpired  since  the 
date  of  my  dispatches  sent  by  Mr.  de  Leon  in  April  last. 

You  will  find  in  that  narrative  ample  reason  for  exultation  in  the 
successes  which  continue  to  crown  the  struggles  of  our  victorious 
armies  and  their  able  leaders.     I  anticipate  from  recent  occurrences 
the  most  decisive  results  on  European  cabinets. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

T  Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Brussels,  Belgium. 
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Nassau,  July  19,  186%. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  vou  a  few  lines  on  the  3d,, since  then  the  schooner 
Aryyle  has_  arrived  from  Wilmington  with  188  bales  cotton.  The 
schooner  Victoria,  from  Ossawan  [Ossabaw],  with  160  bales  cotton, 
was  captured  on  the  14th  [12th]  off  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  but  three 
Savannah  pilots  on  board,  who  represented  themselves  to  be  residents 
of  Nassau,  managed  to  obtain  their  release  and  arrived  here  on  the 
evening  of  the  16th.  They  brought  the  welcome  news  of  the  arrival 
out  of  the  June  fleet  from  here  and  the  far  more  important  and  glori- 
ous intelligence  of  the  signal  success  of  our  arms  before  Richmond. 

I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reference  to  all  matters 
of  interest,  also  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  To  the  former  I  wrote 
privately  about  the  representatives  here  of  S.  Isaac  Campell  & 
Co.,  of  London.  I  think  they  are  disposed  to  presume  too  much 
on  the  strength  of  their  alleged  services  to  Government. 

Captain  Semmes  and  party  left  for  England  by  the  steamer 
Bahama  on  the  13th. 

I  learn  that  Bulloch  will  be  ready  to  leave  with  his  new  ship  about 
the  1st  [  ?]  of  July.  He  had  bought  a  brig,  which  is  to  take  out  the 
armament  to  St.  Michaels,  Azores.  Thence  he  proposes  to  convoy 
the  Economist,  with  a  cargo  of  45,000  stand  of  arms,  to  Charleston. 

I  expect  a  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  by  the  26th  at  latest. 
It  will  be  favorable. 

The  steamers  Leopard  and  Minho  will  leave  in  a  couple  of  days, 
and  carry  out  a  considerable  quantity  of  Government  goods. 

Our  port  is  closely  blockaded  by  Yankee  gunboats,  and  the  British 
Government  appear  to  submit  without  a  murmur.  The  steamer 
Adela.  from  Bermuda  to  this  place,  was  captured  off  the  Hole  in  the 
Wall  on  the  7th  instant  by  the  Federal  cruiser[s]  Adriatic,  [Quaker 
City,  and  HuntsvilW].  There  is  almost  as  much  danger  in  running 
the  gantlet  here  as  at  Charleston.     But  this  can  not  last. 

Mr.  F.  Mohl,  of  Texas,  leaves  by  this  conveyance,  and  carries 
dispatches  to  you  from  Europe.  He  has  also  with  him  the  secret  of 
a  new  invention  for  making  gunpowder,  and  represented  to  be  of 
exceeding  value. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Helm,  received  in  the  7th  instant.  The 
mail  steamer  from  New  York  will  not  proceed  to  Havana  until  Sep- 
tember trip. 

Please  remember  me  to  our  friends,  and  believe  me, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Hetliger. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No  5  1  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  July  19,  1862. 
Sir:  I  received  on  the  5th  instant  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  late 
U.  S.  minister  to  China,  your  No.  7  of  date  of  9th  May,  being  the 
very  first  communication  from  you  yet  received  by  the  Department. 
Mr.  Wetter  and  Mr.  Ficklin,  who  had  severally  been  intrusted  with 
previous  dispatches  from  Europe,  both  arrived,  but  were  compelled 
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to  destroy  their  dispatches  on  being  boarded  by  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats. You  may  judge,  therefore,  with  what  anxiety  we  look  for 
news  from  your  mission. 

Being  thus  left  without  advices  from  you  and  having  no  oppor- 
tunity affording  reasonable  prospect  of  my  dispatches  reaching  their 
address,  1  have  sent  you  nothing  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  de  Leon. 
Having  heard  of  his  safe  arrival  at  Nassau  I  have  no  doubt  that 
you  have  long  since  received  the  dispatches  of  which  he  was  bearer, 
especially  No.  3  of  12th  April,  which  gave  at  length  the  President's 
views  and  instructions  on  the  subject  of  your  negotiations  with  the 
French  cabinet. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  heretofore  been  said  on  that 
subject  and  confine  myself  to  informing  you  of  the  most  important 
events  which  have  transpired  since  Mr.  de  Leon's  departure.  I 
shall  not,  however,  continue  the  connected  narrative  of  my  former 
dispatches,  as  the  great  delay  in  communication  completely  destroys 
the  value  of  the  information. 

On  the  24th  April  the  enem\r's  fleet  succeeded  under  cover  of 
a  very  dark  night  in  passing  the  forts  below  New  Orleans.  A  con- 
currence of  most  unfortunate  events  alone  rendered  this  possible. 
A  storm  in  the  river  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  floating  obstructions, 
which  connected  the  two  banks  of  the  river  and  left  an  opening 
through  which  the  fleet  passed  without  being  seen  till  actually  past 
the  forts.  The  fire  rafts,  which  had  been  provided  for  lighting  the 
river,  were  not  lighted,  and  the  blame  of  this  omission,  unpardon- 
able as  it  was,  has  not  yet  been  fixed,  the  naval  and  military  com- 
manders accusing  each  other  of  the  fault.  The  steam  ram  Louisiana, 
which  alone,  if  in  good  order,  could  have  stopped  the  whole  fleet,  had 
her  machinery  temporarily  disabled  and  could  not  move.  These 
combined  circumstances  enabled  the  enemy  to  pass,  though  not 
without  heavy  loss.  The  forts  were,  however,  still  in  our  hands  when 
a  mutiny  broke  out  in  one  of  them,  the  guns  were  spiked  by  the 
mutineers,  and  General  Duncan  was  forced  to  surrender  and  is  now 
a  prisoner  on  parole.  On  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  fleet  before 
New  Orleans  a  surrender  was  demanded  but  refused,  although  Gen- 
eral Lovell  had  withdrawn  all  his  forces,  being  unable  to  resist  the 
fleet  with  infantry  alone.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  news,  however, 
that  the  forts  had  surrendered  the  commander  of  the  fleet  was  in- 
formed that  no  further  resistance  would  be  made,  and  in  a  few  days 
afterwards  General  Butler,  with  six  or  eight  thousand  men,  entered 
the  city. 

The  press  of  the  civilized  world  has  already  informed  you  of 
the  nature  of  the  tyranny  exercised  over  that  unfortunate  city  by 
the  brutal  commander  who  temporarily  rules  over  it.  The  order 
inviting  his  beastly  soldiery  to  treat  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans  as 
"  women  of  the  town  pursuing  their  avocation"  is  not  only  authentic 
but  has  been  tacitly  approved  by  his  Government,  which  has  in  no 
manner  indicated  an  intention  to  disavow  his  acts.  His  seizure  of  the 
consulate  of  the  Netherlands  with  $800,000  in  gold  belonging  to  Hope 
&  U>.,  of  Amsterdam ;  his  seizure,  of  merchandise  of  neutral  merchants 
on  the  ground  that  by  buying  this  merchandise  with  Confederate 
notes  they  have  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion;  his  requir- 
ing an  oath  of  quasi  allegiance  from  all  foreigners;  his  insulting 
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answers  to  the  most  temperate  letters  from  the  foreign  consuls;  his 
decree  that  no  person's  property  or  personal  rights  should  be  re- 
spected unless  an  oath  of  allegiance  was  first  taken ;  his  order.sending 
Mrs.  Phillips  to  solitary  confinement  on  Ship  Island  for  laughing 
when  a  [funeral]  procession  was  passing  her  house;  his  murder  of 
Mumford  for  hauling  down  the  United  States  flag  before  the  sur- 
render of  the  city;  his  thousand  similar  acts  of  atrocity  far  ex- 
Cfodiiig  the  cruelties  of  Neapolitan  or  Austrian  commanders  in  Italy, 
all  combine  in  stamping  upon  him  and  on  the  Government  which 
sustains  and  supports  him  indelible  infamy. 

We  were  quite  startled  on  the  15th  April  by  a  dispatch  from  Nor- 
folk asking  in  the  name  of  Count  Mercier  permission  to  visit  Rich- 
mond in  a  private  capacity.  He  accordingly  arrived  on  the  16th 
and  immediately  came  to  see  me.  He  stated  that  he  had  come  with 
Seward's  consent  and  knowledge,  but  did  not  say  that  Seward  had 
asked  him  to  come.  He  represented  that  he  entertained  an  earnest 
desire  to  see  and  judge  for  himself  the  temper  and  spirit  of  our 
people  and  Government  and  the  prospect  of  the  duration  of  the 
war.  He  said  that  he  would  state  frankly  that  he  considered  the 
capture  of  all  our  cities  within  reach  of  the  water  as  a  matter  of  cer- 
tainty, that  it  was  purely  a  question  of  weight  of  metal,  and  that 
as  the  North  had  undoubtedly  a  vast  superiority  of  resources  in 
iron  and  other  materials  for  gunboats  and  artillery,  he  did  not  deem 
it  possible  for  us  to  save  any  of  our  cities,  and  he  asked  me  to  say 
frankly  what  I  thought  would  be  the  course  of  our  Government  in 
such  an  event.  I  of  course  took  it  for  granted  that  his  visit  to  Rich- 
mond had  some  motive  and  was  due  to  some  cause  other  than  that 
represented  by  him,  but  I  accepted  the  interview  on  the  basis  chosen 
by  him  and  we  entered  into  a  long  and  animated  conversation  as 
mere  personal  acquaintances  renewing  the  relations  which  formerly 
existed  between  us  at  Washington.  The  result  of  this  conversation 
has  been  very  fairly  stated  by  him,  and  he  left  Richmond  two  or 
three  days  later  in  all  appearance  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  war 
could  have  no  issue  but  our  independence,  although  he  thought  it 
might  last  a  long  time. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  he  remarked  that  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  infinite  gratification  to  himself  personally,  as  well  as  to  his  Gov- 
ernment, if  his  good  offices  could  be  interposed  in  any  way  to  restore 
jwace,  and  said  that  the  only  possible  solution  he  saw  was  political 
independence  combined  with  commercial  union.  But,  he  continued, 
"How  can  anybody  talk  to  either  side?  I  dare  not  utter  to  you  a 
single  sentence  that  does  not  begin  by  the  word  '  independence,'  nor 
can  I  say  a  syllable  to  the  other  side  on  any  other  basis  than  union." 
I  replied  good-humoredly,  and  still  keeping  the  conversation  on  the 
footing  assumed  by  him  of  a  private  and  unofficial  interview  between 
old  acquaintances :  "  Why  should  you  say  anything  to  either  side?  I 
know  your  good  feeling  for  us,  and  we  require  no  proof  of  it.  But 
you  know  we  are  hot-blooded  people,  and  we  would  not  like  to  talk 
with  anybody  who  entertained  the  idea  of  the  possibility  of  our 
dishonoring  ourselves  by  reuniting  with  a  people  for  whom  Ave  feel 
unmitigated  contempt  as  well  as  abhorrence."  I  saw  nothing  further 
of  him  except  in  social  parties,  at  dinner,  and  in  a  farewell  visit  I 
made  him  of  a  few  moments  on  the  eve  of  his  departure.    I  do  not 


464  LIST  OF  PAPEES. 

know,  of  course,  what  change  may  have  been  made  in  his  opinions 
about  the  certain  capture  of  our  cities  by  our  recent  brilliant  success 
at  Charleston  and  Eichmond  and  the  abandonment  even  of  the 
attempt  to  take  Mobile,  Savannah,  or  Wilmington.  I  am  very  much 
inclined  to  believe  that  he  really  came  at  Seward's  request  to  feel 
the  way  and  learn  whether  any  possible  terms  would  induce  us  to 
reenter  the  Union.  If  that  was  the  case,  his  mission  was  a  signal 
failure  and  has  resulted,  I  think,  in  good  to  our  cause. 

After  the  Battle  of  Shiloh  our  army  continued  encamped  at  Cor- 
inth; and  although  so  reinforced  as  to  give  assurance  that  a  bril- 
liant, aggressive  campaign  was  before  us,  General  Beauregard,  for 
reasons  not  yet  satisfactorily  explained,  kept  his  whole  forces  in 
intrenchments  at  Corinth,  in  a  very  unhealthy  locality,  without 
attempting  anything  until  his  forces,  by  disease,  despondency,  and 
discontent  at  long  inaction,  had  dwindled  down  from  104,000  men  to 
about  50,000.  In  the  meantime  General  Halleck  had  advanced  by 
regular  parallels,  as  though  besieging  a  fortress,  until  Beauregard 
was  forced  to  a  retreat,  the  unfortunate  results  of  which  were  very 
soon  disastrously  apparent.  We  lost  Fort  Pillow,  Memphis,  all  of 
western  Tennessee,  and  our  whole  line  of  communication  by  the 
railroad  from  Memphis  to  Chattanooga.  His  health  was  bad,  and 
on  his  leaving  the  army  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  for  four  months 
the  President  found  it  necessary  to  give  General  Bragg  the  perma- 
nent command  of  the  Army  of  the  West.  He  at  once  proceeded  to 
reorganize  the  forces,  issued  an  address  to  inspirit  them,  and  has 
just  commenced  active  operations,  which  we  are  confident  will  result 
in  our  reoccupation  of  Tennessee. 

General  Bragg  has  sent  General  Van  Dorn  to  Vicksburg  with  a 
force  of  some  lO,000  men,  and  that  gallant  officer  has  succeeded  in 
making  such  a  defense  of  that  important  point  as  utterly  to  destroy 
the  enemy's  project  of  opening  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  River 
or  even  of  maintaining  their  communications  on  that  important 
stream.  They  have  been  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  several  of  their 
boats  and  have  abandoned  their  attempt  to  take  the  town. 

By  telegram  just  received  we  learn  officially  that  the  Confederate 
steamer  (ironclad)  Arkansas,  of  10  guns,  has  just  issued  from  the 
Yazoo  River,  dashed  into  the  enemy's  fleet  of  16  or  18  vessels,  includ- 
ing 2  sloops  of  war  and  4  ironclad  gunboats,  and  has  utterly  routed 
the  whole  fleet,  destroying  4  vessels  and  disabling  several  others. 

This  exploit  of  Lieutenant-Commanding  Brown  is  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  of  the  war.  On  the  whole  our  campaign  in  the  West  is  of  the 
most  promising  character,  the  spirit  of  the  army  and  people  high  and 
hopeful,  and  you  may  confidently  expect  good  news  from  that 
quarter. 

Early  in  May  the  campaign  in  the  valley  of  Virginia  assumed  a 
new  aspect  under  the  daring  leadership  of  Major-General  Thomas  J. 
Jackson.  Having  been  reinforced  by  a  division  under  Major-General 
Ewell,  he  commenced  an  active  aggressive  movement.  On  the  9th  of 
May  he  attacked  and  routed  the  army  of  General  Milroy  at  McDowell 
near  Staunton.  On  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th  of  May,  in  three  suc- 
cessful battles  at  Front  Royal,  Lewiston,  and  Winchester  he  cut  to 
pieces  the  whole  army  of  General  Banks  and  drove  it  in  disgraceful 
flight  across  the  Potomac,  creating  great  consternation  at  Washing- 
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ton  and  a  cry  of  alarm  from  President  Lincoln,  who  made  hasty  and 
urgent  appeals  for  help  from  the  militia  of  the  several  States  to 
save  his  capital.  And  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  June  he  defeated  the 
army  of  Fremont  at  Cross  Keys  and  utterly  routed  the  army  of 
Shields  at  Port  Republic.  By  the  celerity  of  his  marches,  the  prompt- 
ness of  his  movements  and  the  vigor  of  his  assaults  he  cost  the  enemy 
the  loss  certainly  of  not  less  than  30,000  men  in  this  series  of  battles, 
besides  a  vast  quantity  of  cannon,  ammunition,  and  supplies  of  all 
sorts  which  fell  into  his  hands  and  were  secured  for  our  service.  In 
these  battles  Brigadier-General  Richard  Taylor,  of  Louisiana,  par- 
ticularly distinguished  himself  and  has  been  warmly  recommended 
by  his  commander  for  promotion. 

On  the  16th  June,  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  made  a  desperate  at- 
tempt to  carry  one  of  our  intrenched  advanced  posts  at  Secession- 
ville  on  James  Island  in  Charleston  Harbor.  After  repeated  and 
determined  assaults  they  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  667  men  as 
stated  in  their  own  reports  and  have  since  withdrawn  all  their  forces 
from  the  neighborhood  of  the  city  and  are  encamped  again  on  the 
Sea  Islands  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  their  fleet. 

On  the  31st  May  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  attacked  the  troops 
of  the  enemy  in  their  position  on  the  Williamsburg  road  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Chickahominy  near  the  Seven  Pines.  The  enemy's  force 
was  about  40,000  and  that  part  of  the  Confederate  army  engaged  was 
about  25,000.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  their  position,  their  in- 
trenchments  stormed,  batteries  captured,  and  their  camp  occupied  by 
our  forces.  On  the  next  day,  the  1st  June,  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous 
assault  on  our  troops  in  the  position  captured  by  us  on  Saturday, 
but  were  decisively  repulsed  after  a  fight  of  some  four  hours.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners  in  these  two 
battles  was  about  14,000,  the  Confederate  loss  about  6,000.  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  31st 
and  the  command  of  the  army  devolved  on  Major-General  G.  A. 
Smith.  On  the  evening  of  1st  June  the  President,  who  had  remained 
on  the  field  during  the  fighting  on  both  days,  assigned  the  command 
of  the  army  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  who  has  gloriously  vindicated 
the  wisdom  of  the  choice  and  secured  undying  renown  by  the  grand 
battle  and  victory  of  Richmond. 

No  sooner  had  General  Lee  assumed  command  than  he  changed  the 
whole  face  of  affairs  in  front  of  Richmond.  He  formed  the  design 
of  turning  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  cutting  him  off  completely 
from  the  base  of  his  supplies  on  the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers  and 
driving  him  from  his  intrenchments.  With  this  view  and  the  more 
effectually  to  mask  his  designs  he  sent  several  brigades  from  his  army 
to  join  General  Jackson's  army  in  the  valley  of  Virginia  and  suc- 
ceeded in  creating  the  impression,  both  with  our  own  people  and  the 
enemy,  that  Jackson  was  to  advance  into  Maryland  and  attack  Wash- 
ington. The  troops  sent  to  Jackson  were,  however,  met  before  cross- 
ing the  mountain  by  his  whole  army  which,  thus  reinforced,  was 
rapidly  marched  to  Ashland  on  the  Central  Railroad,  just  north  of 
Richmond.  Jackson's  army  was  then  thrown  across  the  Chick- 
ahominy, turning  the  enemy's  right  wing  on  the  afternoon  of  Thurs- 
day, 26th  of  June.  So  successful  had  been  this  movement  of  General 
176429°— 22— vol  3 30 
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Lee  that  the  enemy  was  actually  engaged  in  throwing  up  intrench- 
ments  to  resist  the  hourly  expected  attack  of  Jackson  at  Harper's 
Ferry  on  the  fourth  day  after  Jackson  had  attacked  the  right  wing 
of  McClellan  on  the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy.  I  can  not  add  to 
the  great  length  of  this  dispatch  by  a  description  of  the  battle  of 
Richmond. 

I  confine  myself  to  stating  that  in  an  uninterrupted  series  of  en- 
gagements, our  army,  about  80,000  strong,  met  the  enemy,  admitted 
to  have  consisted  of  95,000  effective  men ;  that  the  army  of  McClellan 
was  driven  from  its  intrenchments,  which  were  of  the  most  complete 
and  formidable  character  that  have  ever  been  erected;  that  this 
enemy  was  as  it  were  lifted  out  of  his  intrenchments  and  hurled  to 
a  distance  of  35  miles ;  that  the  battle  and  pursuit  lasted  seven  days ; 
that  nothing  but  the  most  desperate  effort  of  the  enemy,  aided  by  a 
country  covered  with  swamps  and  thick  woods  and  affording  constant 
positions  of  formidable  strength  for  defense,  saved  McClellan 's  Grand 
Army  of  the  Potomac  from  utter  annihilation ;  that  the  enemy  when 
at  last  reaching  the  banks  of  the  James  River  and  taking  shelter  under 
his  fleet  of  gunboats  was  a  routed  and  disorderly  mob;  that  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  is  admitted  to  be  30,000  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners, but  is  believed  to  be  much  greater;  that  we  have  captured 
upward  of  10,000  prisoners,  we  have  in  our  possession  51  pieces  of 
his  splendid  artillery,  and  on  Saturday  night  the  12th  instant  had 
already  received  in  Richmond  31,400  stands  of  small  arms,  and  are 
still  rapidly  collecting  them  from  the  whole  line  of  retreat,  so  that 
the  number  taken  will  scarcely  fall  short  of  40,000  stands;  that  the 
quantity  of  supplies  of  all  sorts  which  have  fallen  into  our  hands  is 
enormous,  out  wagons  being  still  employed  in  large  numbers  in  haul- 
ing the  spoils  to  Richmond,  and  that  the  amount  of  destruction  by  the 
enemy  of  his  own  stores  and  supplies  is  such  as  almost  to  exceed 
belief.  This  grand  victory  was  dearly  purchased,  yet  its  price  was 
less  than  was  anticipated ;  it  is  hoped  that  our  total  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  will  not  count  up  more  than  15,000,  and  a  large  number  of 
these  are  slightly  wounded.  Our  only  loss  in  general  officers  was 
Brigadier-General  Griffith,  killed,  and  Brigadier-General  Elzey, 
wounded  but  getting  well.  Of  the  enemy's  generals,  we  captured 
Major-General  McCall  and  Brigadier-General  Reynolds,  while  Briga- 
dier-General Meade  was  killed,  two  other  generals  severely  wounded 
and  two  others  slightly  injured. 

I  need  scarcely  enlarge  upon  the  effects  of  such  a  magnificent  vic- 
tory on  ourselves  as  well  as  on  the  enemy.  As  regards  the  latter 
you  will  be  well  able  to  form  your  own  conclusions  from  the  Northern 
papers,  which  openly  avow  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  300  000 
men  called  for  by  Lincoln  without  a  forced  draft,  and  which  will 
tell  the  story  of  an  impending  financial  crash  in  the  prices  current 
of  gold  and  sterling  exchange,  the  former  being  at  17  per  cent 
premium  and  the  latter  at  28  per  cent  to  30  per  cent.  This  ^Govern- 
ment and  people  are  straining  every  nerve  to  continue  the  campaign 
with  renewed  energy  before  the  North  can  recover  from  the  shock 
oi  their  bitter  disappointment,  and  if  human  exertion  can  compass 
it,  our  banners  will  be  unfurled  beyond  the  Potomac  in  a  very  snort 
time.  J 
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Our  sky  is  at  last  bright,  and  is  daily  becoming  resplendent. 
We  expect  (we  can  scarcely  suppose  the  contrary  possible)  that  thia 
series  of  triumphs  will  at  least  have  satisfied  the  most  skeptical  of 
foreign  cabinets  that  we  are  an  independent  nation  and  have  the 
right  to  be  so  considered  and  treated.  A  refusal  by  foreign  nations 
now  to  recognize  us  would  surely  be  far  less  than  simple  justice  re- 
quires and  would  indicate  rather  settled  aversion  than  impartial 
neutrality.  On  this  theme,  however,  I  feel  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
to  say  more  than  to  assure  you  of  the  entire  reliance  felt  by  the 
President  and  the  department  that  you  will  spare.no  effort  to  avail 
yourself  of  the  favorable  opportunity  presented  by  our  recent  success 
in  urging  our  right  to  recognition.  We  ask  for  no  mediation,  no 
intervention,  no  aid.  We  simply  insist  on  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
fact  patent  to  mankind.  Of  the  value  of  recognition  as  a  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  war,  I  have  spoken  in  a  former  dispatch. 
In  our  finances  at  home  its  effect  would  be  magical,  and  its  collateral 
advantages  would  be  innumerable.  It  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  a 
feeling  of  impatience  and  even  of  resentment  is  beginning  to  pervade 
our  people,  who  feel  that  in  the  refusal  of  this  legitimate  demand  the 
nations  of  Europe  are  in  point  of  fact  rendering  active  assistance  to 
our  enemies  and  are  far  from  keeping  the  promise  of  strict  neutrality 
which  they  held  out  to  us  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Not  having  time  to  write  at  length  to  Mr.  Rost  by  the  present  con- 
veyance, which  has  offered  itself  quite  suddenly,  I  must  beg  you  to 
communicate  to  him  a  copy  of  that  part  of  my  dispatch  which  does 
not  refer  specially  to  your  mission. 

I  am  gratified  to  inform  you  that  the  health  of  the  President  is 
better  than  I  have  known  it  to  be  for  years  past.  He  was  on  the 
field  in  person  during  all  the  engagements  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Richmond. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris. 


Paris,  July  21,  1862. 
Sir:  In  the  course  of  the  interview  which  the  undersigned  had 
the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Excellency  on  the  7th  of  February  last 
he  stated  informally  that  he  had  been  appointed  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  near  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  with  full  authority  to  represent  the  said  Confederate  States 
of  America  in  all  matters  touching  their  interests  and  especially 
to  ask  from  the  Government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  recognition 
of  tlie  fact  of  the  existence  of  said  States  as  an  organized  and  in- 
dependent people,  presenting  sufficient  elements  of  order  and  stabil- 
ity to  entitle  them  to  take  their  place  as  such  in  the  great  family  of 
nations.  Your  Excellency  on  that  occasion  at  once  stated,  with  a 
frankness  to  which  the  undersigned  bears  cheerful  testimony,  in 
courteous  but  decided  terms,  that  the  Government  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  was  not  then  prepared  to  entertain  the  question  of  recogni- 
tion or  to  fix  any  period  when  it  could  do  so,  but  that  it  would  await 
the  further  development  of  events  and  more  conclusive  evidence  of 
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the  capacity  of  the  Confederate  States  to  establish  and  maintain 
their  independence. 

In  conformity  with  that  suggestion,  the  undersigned  has  since 
abstained  from  calling  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  subject, 
but  the  course  of  events,  in  his  opinion,  justifies  the  hope  and  the 
expectation  that  your  Excellency  will  not  now  consider  the  demand, 
which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  formally  to  make,  either  un- 
founded or  premature.  In  so  doing  he  begs  leave  to  present  some 
preliminary  observations  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  Confederate 
States  before  the  Government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  in  their  true 
attitude.  They  are  not  to  be  considered  as  revolted  provinces  or 
rebellious  subjects  seeking  to  overthrow  by  revolutionary  violence 
the  just  authority  of  a  lawful  sovereign,  but  on  the  contrary  they 
stand  before  the  world  as  organized  parties  maintaining  their  right 
to  self-government,  with  sufficient  strength  to  make  good  their  claim, 
and  so  organized  as  to  be  morally  and  politically  responsible  for 
their  actions.  Their  first  union  was  formed  by  a  compact  between 
sovereign  and  independent  States  upon  covenants  and  conditions  ex- 
pressly stipulated  in  a  written  instrument  called  the  Constitution. 

In  that  Union  the  States  constituted  the  units  or  integers  and 
were  bound  to  it  only  because  the  people  of  each  of  them  acceded 
to  it  in  their  separate  capacities  through  the  acts  of  their  represent- 
atives. That  confederacy  was  designed  to  unite  under  one  Govern- 
ment two  great  and  diverse  social  systems,  under  the  one  or  the 
other  of  which  all  the  States  might  be  classified.  As  these  two 
social  systems  were  unequally  represented  in  the  common  Govern- 
ment, it  was  sought  to  protect  one  against  a  warfare  which  might 
be  waged  by  the  other  through  the  forms  of  law  by  carefully  defined 
restrictions  and  limitations  upon  the  power  of  the  majority  in  the 
common  Government.  Without  such  restrictions  and  limitations,  it 
is  known  historically  that  the  Union  could  not  have  been  formed 
originally.  But  the  dominant  majority  which  at  last  proved  to  be 
sectional  in  its  character  not  only  used  the  machinery  of  govern- 
ment which  they  wielded  to  plunder  the  minority  through  unequal 
legislation  in  the  shape  of  protective  tariffs  and  appropriations  made 
for  their  own  benefit,  but  proceeding  from  step  to  step  they  waged 
through  the  forms  of  law  a  war  upon  the  social  system  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  and  threatened  when  fully  armed  with  political 
power  to  use  the  Government  itself  to  disturb  the  domestic  peace  of 
those  States. 

Finding  that  the  covenants  and  conditions  upon  which  the  Union 
was  formed  were  not  only  persistently  violated,  but  that  the  Com- 
mon Government  itself,  then  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  sectional 
majority,  was  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  warring  upon  the 
domestic  institutions  which  it  was  bound  by  express  stipulations  to 
protect,  13  of  the  slaveholding  States  felt  it  to  be  due  to  themselves 
to  withdraw  from  a  Union  when  the  conditions  upon  which  it  was 
formed  either  had  been  or  were  certainly  about  to  be  violated 
They  were  thus  compelled  to  withdraw  from  a  Government  which 
not  only  abdicated  its  duty  to  protect  the  domestic  institutions  of 
15  States,  but  on  the  one  hand  threatened  those  institutions  with 
war  and  on  the  other  withheld  from  the  people  interested  in  them 
the  means  of  self-defense. 
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The  13  Confederate  States  were  then  forced  in  self-defense  to 
abandon  a  Union  whose  ends  were  thus  perverted,  not  from  any 
passion  for  novelty  or  from  any  change  of  purpose,  but  to  attain 
under  a  new  confederacy  of  more  homogeneous  materials  and  in- 
terests the  very  ends  and  objects  for  which  the  first  was  formed. 
It  was  amongst  the  first  of  these  objects  to  obtain  a  government 
whose  authority  should  rest  upon  the  assent  of  the  governed  and 
whose  action  should  represent  also  their  will.  It  is  for  the  sacred 
right  of  self-government  that  they  have  been  forced  to  take  up 
arms,  and  not  to  escape  the  just  obligations  incurred  under  the 
compact  upon  which  the  first  Union  was  formed.  On  the  contrary 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States 
was  to  send  commissioners  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
adjust  amicably  and  fairly  all  questions  of  property  and  responsi- 
bility which  had  been  justly  acquired  or  incurred  by  all  the  States 
when  embraced  in  the  same  Union.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  refused  to  receive  these  commissioners,  the  authority  of  their 
Government  was  denied,  their  people  were  denounced  as  rebels  and 
threatened  with  coercion  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  On  the  part  of 
the  Confederate  States  the  war  in  its  inception  was  one  of  self- 
defense  and  it  has  been  waged  since  by  them  with  no  other  end 
than  to  maintain  their  right  to  self-government.  It  is  in  the  name 
of  self-government  that  the  Confederate  States  appear  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  and  submit  their  claims  for  a 
recognized  place  amongst  them.  They  approach  his  Imperial 
Majesty  of  France  with  the  more  confidence,  as  he  has  lately  cham- 
pioned this  great  cause  in  the  recent  Italian  question,  so  much  to  the 
glory  of  himself  and  the  great  people  over  whom  he  rules.  In  asking 
for  this  recognition  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  be- 
lieves that  it  seeks  for  no  more  than  it  offers  in  return.  The  estab- 
lishment of  diplomatic  relations  between  nations  tends  to  the  pro- 
tection of  human  intercourse  by  affording  the  means  of  a  peaceful 
solution  of  all  difficulties  which  may  arise  in  its  progress  and  by 
facilitating  a  mutual  interchange  of  good  offices  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  and  extending  it. 

In  this  all  nations  have  an  interest  and  the  advantages  of  such 
an  intercourse  are  mutual  and  reciprocal.  The  only  preliminary 
conditions  to  the  recognition  of  a  nation  seeking  an  acknowledged 
place  in  the  world  would  seem  to  be  the  existence  of  a  sufficient 
strength  within  the  government  to  support  and  maintain  it  and 
such  a  social  and  political  organization  as  will  secure  its  respon- 
sibility for  its  international  obligations.  It  will  be  easy  to  show 
that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  is  fully 
able  to  meet  the  requisitions  of  this  test.  When  we  look  to  the  un- 
developed capacities  as  well  as  the  developed  strength  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  we  can  not  doubt  that  they  are  destined  to  become 
the  seat  of  a  great  empire  at  no  distant  day. 

The  13  Confederate  States  comprise  733,758  square  miles  of  terri- 
tory with  a  population  of  11,865,000  people.  This  estimate  does 
not  include  a  large  territory  not  yet  organized  which  in  the  end  will 
probably  fall  to  the  Southern  Confederacy ;  and  it  is  an  undisputed 
fact  that  if  the  people  of  Maryland,  stripped  as  they  have  been  of 
arms,  were  not  kept  down  by  the  coercion  of  30,000  Federal  bayonets, 
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that  State  would  long  since  have  united  her  fortunes  with  those  of 
the  Confederate  States.  The  territory  of  the  Confederate  States  as 
they  now  stand  embraces  all  the  best  varieties  of  climate  and  pro- 
duction known  to  the  Temperate  Zone. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  produces  the  great  staples  of  cotton,  sugar, 
tobacco,  rice,  naval  stores,  which  are  now  exported  from  it,  and  pro- 
visions in  excess  of  the  wants  of  the  people.  This  vast  region  al- 
ready enjoys  through  its  rivers  a  great  system  of  water  communica- 
tion; and  8,844  miles  of  railroad,  running  for  the  most  part  trans- 
versely to  these  rivers,  diversify  and  multiply  the  channels  of  com- 
merce to  such  an  extent  as  to  promise  a  speedy  development  of  the 
vast  resources  of  the  new  empire.  If  peace  were  now  established 
it  is  not  extravagant  to  suppose  that  the  exports  of  the  Confederate 
States  would  within  a  year  reach  the  value  of  $250,000,000.  With 
a  crop  of  4,500,000  or,  perhaps,  even  5,000,000  bales  of  cotton,  most 
of  which  would  be  exported,  together  with  its  tobacco,  sugar,  rice, 
and  naval  stores,  it  would  easily  send  abroad  the  value  just  named. 

But  without  reference  to  its  undeveloped  capacities,  they  have 
exhibited  strength  enough  to  maintain  their  independence  against 
any  power  which  has  as  yet  assailed  them. 

The  United  States  commenced  this  struggle  with  vast  odds  in 
their  favor.  The  military  and  naval  establishments  were  in  their 
hands;  they  were  also  in  possession  of  the  prestige  and  machinery 
of  an  old  and  established  Government.  Many  of  the  forts  and 
strongholds  of  the  Confederates  were  in  their  hands.  They  had 
most  of  the  accumulated  wealth  of  the  country  and  nearly  all  the 
manufactories  of  the  munitions  of  war  and  even  of  the  necessaries 
of  life.  Add  to  all  these  advantages  the  greater  population  of  that 
Union  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  self-supporting  power  of  the 
new  Confederacy  has  been  exposed  to  the  severest  tests  and  rudest 
trials.  And  yet  the  Confederate  armies  have  conquered  in  every 
pitched  battle  and  generally  against  much  larger  numbers  wherever 
the  enemy  has  not  been  able  to  bring  against  them  the  aid  of  their 
ships  and  gunboats.  To  their  immense  naval  superiority  on  the 
ocean  and  navigable  streams  may  be  traced  all  the  important  suc- 
cesses of  which  they  can  boast  since  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties. This  exhibition  of  strength  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
States,  which  was  so  unexpected  by  its  enemies,  proves  that  its 
moral  are  greater  even  than  its  physical  resources  for  the  purpose 
of  this  struggle.  Without  an  army  and  with  a  new.  government 
whose  necessary  establishments  were  all  to  be  formed  in  the  midst 
.of  a  civil  war  the  Confederate  States  placed  more  than  300,000  men 
in  the  field,  who  are  armed,  equipped,  and  regularly  supplied.  These 
sprang  into  existence  almost  by  the  spontaneous  efforts  of  the  people 
and  came  into  the  field  faster  even  than  the  Government  could 
prepare  for  them. 

But  voluntary  contributions  and  aid  supplied  all  deficiencies  until 
the  necessary  military  establishments  were  formed.  It  would  seem, 
then,  that  the  new  Confederacy  has  given  all  the  evidence  in  proof 
of  its  power  to  maintain  its  independence  which  could  reasonably 
be  asked.  That  its  organization  is  such  as  to  insure  its  responsibility 
for  the  discharge  of  international  duties  will  also  appear  upon  an 
impartial  examination  of  the  question.    The  action  of  the  Confed- 
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erate  States  in  their  separation  from  the  old  Union  presents  within 
itself  the  evidence  of  their  persistency  of  purpose  and  affords  a 
guarantee  for  the  stability  of  their  institutions,  so  far  as  these  may 
be  dependent  upon  their  own  will.  They  have  preserved  the  same 
form  of  government  which  their  forefathers  established,  with  the 
exception  of  such  changes  alone  as  would  make  its  machinery  more 
suitable  for  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  It  was 
not  to  change  but  to  preserve  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  the 
original  Constitution  was  adopted  that  they  separated  from  a  Union 
which  had  ceased  to  respect  them.  They  have  neither  changed  their 
form  of  government  nor  the  object  for  which  it  was  framed;  they 
have  only  changed  the  parties  to  the  Confederacy  to  secure  a  faithful 
execution  of  the  compact  upon  which  alone  they  were  willing  to 
unite.  The  former  Union  had  failed  to  accomplish  its  original  ends 
for  the  want  of  a  homogeneous  character  in  the  parties  to  it,  and 
having  left  it  for  that  cause  there  can  be  no  reason  to  expect  its 
reconstruction  with  the  same  discordant  elements  whose  jarring  had 
destroyed  it  before. 

The  whole  course,  then,  of  the  Confederate  States  argues  a  con- 
sistency of  purpose  and  promises  a  stability  for  the  government 
which  they  have  formed,  which,  together  with  the  resources  already 
exhibited  by  them,  give  a  reasonable  assurance  of  their  entire  respon- 
sibility for  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties  and  obligations,  domestic 
and  international.  A  people  who  present  themselves  under  such 
circumstances  for  a  recognized  place  amongst  nations  would  seem 
to  be  entitled  to  the  grant  of  such  a  request.  They  do  not  seek  for 
material  aid  or  assistance  or  for  alliances  defensive  or  offensive. 
They  ask  nothing  which  can  endanger  the  peace  or  prosperity  of 
those  who  may  grant  it.  They  desire  only  to  be  placed  in  a  position 
in  which  their  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  world  may  be  con- 
ducted with  the  sanctions  of  public  law  and  under  the  protection  of 
agents,  whose  authority  is  recognized  by  nations.  They  seek  the 
moral  influence  which  the  act  of  recognition  may  give  them,  and 
nothing  more.  If  it  be  manifest  that  the  war  of  conquest  now  waged 
against  them  can  not  succeed,  then  the  act  of  recognition  is  a  mere 
question  of  time. 

If  the  fact  be  as  stated,  the  tendency  of  the  act  of  recognition  would 
be  to  prevent  the  further  continuance  of  an  unnecessary  war  and  the 
useless  effusion  of  blood.  It  may  well  be  doubted,  if  under  such 
circumstances,  the  nation  which  thus  refuses  to  throw  the  moral 
weight  of  its  influence  in  the  scale  of  peace  does  not  share  in  some 
of  the  responsibilities  for  the  continuance  of  an  unnecessary  war, 
which  it  might  have  done  something  to  conclude  without  risk  or 
injury  to  itself.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  however 
honest  and  earnest  has  been  the  intention  of  the  government  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty  to  maintain  the  strictest  neutrality  between  the 
contending  parties,  the  neutrality  which  it  has  in  appearance  ob- 
served has,  in  fact,  been  quite  as  injurious  to  the  Confederate  States 
as  avowed  sympathy  with  their  enemies  or  any  course  short  of  open 
hostility  could  have  been ;  for  more  than  six  months  a  paper  blockade 
of  a  coast  of  3,000  miles  enforced  by  a  few  straggling  cruisers  was 
submitted  to  by  all  the  neutral  powers,  France  included.  The  effect 
of  this  submission  was  most  disastrous  to  the  Confederate  States,  by 
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depriving  them  of  munitions  of  war  and  clothing  essential  to  the 
proper  equipment  of  their  armies  while  the  enemy  was  enabled  to 
receive  them  without  stint  or  restriction  from  every  country  of 
Europe. 

It  is  easy  to  demonstrate  that  France  has  a  deep  material  and  polit- 
ical interest  in  the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States.  It  is  the  event  of  all  others  which  would  give 
the  most  satisfactory  solution  to  the  great  question  of  cotton  supply 
for  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe.  That  the  great  source  of 
the  production  of  this  raw  material  which  enters  so  largely  into  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  Europe  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  is  an  undoubted  fact.  That  this  will  continue  to 
be  the  case  for  a  long  time  to  come  is  in  every  way  probable,  for  no 
other  country  presents  the  same  combination  of  soil,  climate,  and 
trained  labor,  which  is  all  essential  to  the  successful  production  of 
cotton.  If  our  country  is  to  be  the  great  source  for  the  supply  of  this 
article  so  indispensable  to  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  world, 
the  nations  of  the  earth  have  the  deepest  interest  in  placing  it  in  a 
position  of  independence  and  impartiality  in  regard  to  the  distribution 
of  the  raw  material  for  which  the  demand  is  so  immense.  If  any  one 
country  is  to  have  a  virtual  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  raw  cotton, 
then  the  world  would  have  the  deepest  interest  in  opening  it  to  the 
easy  and  equal  access  of  all  mankind.  Such  would  be  the  case,  if  the 
depository  of  this  great  interest  should  be  found  in  a  country,  on  the 
one  hand,  strong  enough  to  maintain  its  neutrality  and  independence, 
and  on  the  other,  committed  by  its  interests  to  the  policy  of  free  trade 
and  an  untrammelcd  intercourse  with  all  the  world.  Such  would  be 
the  precise  condition  of  the  Confederate  States  when  once  their  inde- 
pendence was  acknowledged,  and,  as  a  proof  that  this  would  be  the 
natural  tendency  of  their  policy,  we  have  only  to  look  to  their  early 
legislation  which  reduced  the  duties  on  imports  to  the  lowest  rates' 
consistent  with  their  necessities  for  revenue,  and  opened  their  coast- 
ing trade  to  the  free  and  equal  competition  of  all  mankind. 

On  this  question  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  say  that  the  interests  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  are  widely  divergent;  the  latter  power 
seeks  consolation  for  the  present  misery  of  her  laboring  classes  and 
the  embarrassment  of  her  commercial  and  industrial  interests,  in  the 
prospect  of  establishing,  if  the  war  be  sufficiently  prolonged,  the  cul- 
ture of  cotton  in  her  Indian  possessions  on  a  basis  so  broad  and  stable, 
as  to  insure  not  only  the  supply  of  her  own  wants,  but  those  of  the 
continental  powers,  thus  securing  the  monopoly  of  a  material  indis- 
pensable to  the  whole  civilized  world. 

Is  it  not  better  for  other  European  nations  to  depend  for  their 
supply  upon  a  people  whose  position  and  pursuits  must  always  lead 
them  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  with  them,  than  on  one 
who  aims  at  engrossing  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  who  has 
never  shown  herself  particularly  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  of  effect- 
ing an  object  on  which  depends  the  maintenance  of  her  superiority 
on  the  ocean  ?  J 

Nor  is  cotton  the  only  great  staple  of  which  the  Confederate  States 
are  likely  to  become  not  the  sole,  but  one  of  the  chief  depositories, 
upon  terms  of  equality  to  all  the  world.  Tobacco,  sugar,  rice,  and 
naval  stores  are  to  be  added  to  the  catalogue  of  their  rich  and  im- 
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portant  products.  Nature  has  thus  made  it  their  interest  to  buy 
where  they  can  purchase  cheapest  and  to  sell  in  as  many  markets 
as  possible.  To  do  this,  as  they  will  deal  more  in  raw  produce  than 
its  manufactures,  they  will  seek  to  take  in  return  the  commodities  of 
the  rest  of  the  world  on  the  payment  of  the  lowest  duties  consistent 
with  their  revenue  wants.  They  will  thus  virtually  stand  as  the 
customers  and  not  as  the  rivals  of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
nations  of  Europe.  But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the 
independence  of  the  Confederate  States  would  more  peculiarly  inter- 
est France.  The  immense  development  of  her  navy  in  a  few  years 
past  has  shown  not  only  that  her  capacity  for  asserting  her  equality 
on  the  seas  has  not  been  properly  appreciated  heretofore,  but  also 
that  this  relative  capacity  has  been  increased  by  the  use  of  steam.  In 
this  view  the  further  development  of  her  commercial  marine  and  an 
easy  access  to  a  cheap  and  certain  supply  of  coal,  iron,  and  naval 
stores  have  become  matters  of  primary  importance  to  her.  The  com- 
merce of  the  Confederate  States  when  disembarrassed  of  the  enor- 
mous protective  tariff  to  which  it  was  subjected  under  the  former 
Union,  together  with  the  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of  cheap  coal, 
iron,  and  naval  stores  which  it  could  furnish,  present  the  means  for 
a  further  and  vast  development  of  the  commercial  and  naval  marine 
of  France.  She  would  there  find  as  cheap  raw  material  for  the 
building  of  ships  as  could  be  commanded  by  any  European  nation. 
Depots  of  coal  for  her  steam  marine  could  be  made  in  these  States 
at  less  cost  and  be  of  more  convenient  access  for  use  in  a  large  portion 
of  the  Atlantic  than  if  they  had  been  found  originally  in  mines  in 
France. 

That  these  are  no  new  considerations  for  the  French  Government 
is  shown  by  the  interest  which  it  exhibited  in  the  negotiations  by 
which  a  French  company  would  have  secured  the  great  water  line  in 
Virginia  through  which,  when  completed,  the  richest  and  most  in- 
exhaustible supplies  of  bituminous  coal  to  be  found  perhaps  in  the 
world  would  have  been  transported  from  its  native  depositories  in 
the  West  to  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  in  the  East.  Nothing  but 
the  occurrence  of  civil  war  prevented  the  completion  of  this  arrange- 
ment between  this  French  company  and  the  Virginia  legislature,  by 
which  France  would  have  secured  a  certain  and  almost  inexhaustible 
supply  of  cheap  coal,  iron,  and  timber.  All  this  is  fully  stated  in 
regard  to  the  resources  of  Virginia  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  Alfred  Paul, 
French  consul  at  Kichmond,  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  France,  dated  June  5,  1860.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  re- 
sources of  Virginia  which  would  be  thus  opened  to  France,  he  says : 
"  In  coal  and  iron  Virginia  excels  all  the  other  States  of  the  Union ; 
the  fact  is  recognized,  admitted."  He  thus  specifies  the  advantages 
which  France  woidd  derive  from  the  proposed  connection  which  was 
about  to  be  formed  with  Virginia : 

First.  Facilities  for  obtaining  the  raw  materials  in  France  at  first  hand,  and 
cheaper,  which  would  enable  French  industry  to  encounter  foreign  eomi>etition 
witli  superior  advantages. 

Second.  A  considerable  diminution  in  the  expenses  of  the  purchase  and  expe-, 
dition  of  tobacco  for  the  government  factories. 

Third.  The  arrival,  the  introduction  of  our  produce,  by  a  shorter  and  cheaper 
route  into  the  south,  the  west,  and  the  center  of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  A  relative  augmentation  in  the  movement  of  our  commercial  marine. 
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Fifth.  Rapid  and  advantageous  provisions  of  copper,  machine  oil,  tar,  bacon, 
and  salt  pork  of  the  West,  and  building  timber  for  our  naval  arsenals. 

Sixth.  Cheapness  of  coal  for  our  different  maritime  stations. 

Seventh.  An  immense  opening  in  the  great  West  of  the  United  States  for 
French  merchandise. 

Eighth.  The  probability  of  seeing  Norfolk  become  an  entrepot  for  the  produc- 
tions of  French  industry  and  commerce,  to  be  distributed  in  part  in  Central  and 
South  America  by  vessels  taking  them  to  complete  their  cargoes. 

The  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
would  secure  to  France  large  supplies  of  coal,  iron,  and  naval  stores  in 
exchange  for  her  manufactures  and  other  products  beyond  almost  all 
the  probable  chances  of  war.  Committed  as  these  Confederate  States 
would  be  to  the  policy  of  free  trade  by  their  interests  and  traditions, 
they  would  naturally  avoid  war  and  seek  for  peace  with  all  the  world. 
It  may  almost  be  said  that  to  secure  the  independence  of  these  States 
is  to  secure  the  independence  of  the  great  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing nations  of  Europe  in  regard  to  the  supplies  of  cotton  and 
tobacco,  and  to  give  France  such  an  independent  source  for  the  sup- 
ply of  cheap  coal,  iron,  and  naval  stores  as  to  place  her  more  nearly 
on  terms  of  equality  with  Great  Britain  in  building  up  a  navy  and 
merchant  marine.  The  European  nations  might  then  be  said  to  be 
independent,  so  far  as  their  supplies  are  concerned,  because  they 
would  be  dependent  only  on  a  country  whose  interests  would  open  its 
markets  to  the  cheap  and  easy  access  of  all  the  world  and  which 
would  have  every  inducement  to  preserve  the  peace. 

But  the  independence  of  these  States  is  essential  to  the  certainty 
of  supply  and  the  ease  of  access  to  their  markets,  which  are  so  im- 
portant to  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  nations  of  the  earth. 
If  it  were  possible  for  the  United  States  to  subdue  the  Confederates 
and  subject  them  once  more  to  their  Government,  then  France  would 
have  much  cause  for  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  future  condition 
of  her  commerce  and  manufactures.  The  nonslaveholding  States 
would  undoubtedly  use  their  control  over  the  markets  and  staples  of 
the  South  to  secure  a  supremacy  in  commerce,  navigation,  and  manu- 
factures. 

There  are  also  political  considerations  connected  with  this  question 
which  can  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  Government  of  France.  By  the 
establishment  of  a  great  Southern  Confederacy,  a  balance  of  power  is 
secured  in  North  America  and  schemes  of  conquest  or  annexation 
on  the  part  of  a  great  and  overshadowing  empire  would  probably 
no  longer  disturb  the  repose  of  neighboring  nations.  Heretofore, 
the  South  has  desired  the  annexation  of  territory  suitable  to  the 
growth  of  her  domestic  institutions  in  order  to  establish  a  balance 
of  power  within  the  government  that  they  might  protect  their  inter- 
ests and  internal  peace  through  its  agency.  This  reason  no  longer 
exists,  as  the  Confederate  States  have  sought  that  protection  by  a 
separation  from  the  Union  in  which  their  rights  were  endangered. 
But  with  the  establishment  of  something  like  a  balance  of  power 
between  the  two  great  and  independent  Confederacies,  the  disputes 
would  precede  the  annexations  and  probably  do  much  to  prevent 
them.  Certain  it  is  that  the  Southern  Confederacy  would  have  every 
reason  to  preserve  peace  both  at  home  and  abroad',  and  would  be  pre- 
vented both  by  its  principles  and  interests  from  intervention  in  the 
domestic  affairs  and  government  of  other  nations.    The  power  of  the 
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Confederacy  would  undoubtedly  be  felt,  not  as  a  disturbing  but  a 
harmonizing  influence  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Although  the  undersigned  has  no  instructions  from  his  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  military  expedition  which  iiis  Imperial 
Majesty  has  sent  to  Mexico,  he  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  will 
be  regarded  with  no  unfriendly  eye  by  the  Confederate  States;  they 
can  have  no  other  interest  or  desire  than  to  see  a  respectable,  respon- 
sible, and  stable  government  established  in  that  country.  They  are 
not  animated  by  that  spirit  of  political  proselytism  which  so  strongly 
characterizes  the  people  from  whom  they  have  recently  separated 
themselves,  and  confident  that  his  Imperial  Majesty  has  no  intention 
of  imposing  on  Mexico  any  government  not  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  its  inhabitants,  they  will  feel  quite  indifferent  as  to  its 
form. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  his  Government  to  allude 
to  another  question  of  great  political  importance  to  it  and  to  the 
world.  It  was  declared  by  the  five  great  powers  at  the  conference  at 
Paris  that  "  Blockades  to  be  binding  must  be  effectual,"  a  principle 
long  since  sanctioned  by  leading  publicists  and  now  acknowledged 
by  nearly  all  civilized  nations. 

You  have  been  furnished  with  abundant  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
the  blockade  of  the  coasts  of  the  Confederate  States  has  not  been 
effectual  or  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  binding  according  to  the 
declarations  of  the  conference  at  Paris;  such  being  the  case,  it  may 
perhaps  be  fairly  urged  that  the  five  great  powers  owe  it  to  their  own 
consistency  and  to  the  world  to  make  good  a  declaration  thus 
solemnly  made.  Propositions  of  such  gravity  and  emanating  from 
sources  so  high  may  fairly  be  considered  as  affecting  the  general 
business  relations  of  human  society,  and  as  controlling  in  a  great 
degree  the  calculations  and  arrangements  of  nations,  so  far  as  they 
are  concerned,  in  the  rules  thus  laid  down.  Men  have  a  right  to  pre- 
sume that  a  law  thus  proclaimed  will  be  uniformly  enforced  by  those 
who  have  the  power  to  do  so,  and  who  have  taken  it  upon  themselves 
to  watch  over  its  execution,  nor  will  any  suppose  that  particular 
states  or  cases  would  be  exempted  from  its  operation  under  the  in- 
fluence of  partiality  or  favor. 

If,  therefore,  we  can  prove  the  blockade  to  have  been  ineffectual, 
we  perhaps  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  nations  assenting  to  this 
declaration  of  the  conference  at  Paris  will  not  consider  it  to  be  bind- 
ing. We  are  fortified  in  this  expecation  not  only  by  their  own  decla- 
rations, but  by  the  nature  of  the  interests  affected  by  the  blockade. 

So  far  at  least  it  has  been  proved  that  the  only  certain  and  suf- 
ficient source  of  cotton  supply  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate 
States.  It  is  probable  that  there  are  more  people  without  than  with- 
in the  Confederate  States  who  derive  their  means  of  living  from 
the  various  uses  which  are  made  of  this  important  staple.  A  war, 
therefore,  which  shuts  up  this  great  source  of  supply  from  the  general 
uses  of  mankind  is  directed  as  much  against  those  who  transport  and 
manufacture  cotton  as  against  those  who  produce  the  raw  material. 
Innocent  parties  who  are  thus  affected  may  well  insist  that  a  right 
whose  exercise  operates  so  unfavorably  on  them  shall  only  be  used 
within  the  strictest  limits  of  public  law.  Would  it  not  be  a  move- 
ment more  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  insist  that 
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amongst  the  many  efficient  means  of  waging  war,  this  one  should 
be  excepted  in  deference  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  so 
many  of  whom  depend  for  their  means  of  living  upon  a  ready  and 
easy  access  to  the  greatest  and  cheapest  cotton  market  of  the  world. 
If  for  the  general  benefit  of  commerce  some  of  its  great  routes  have 
been  neutralized,  so  as  to  be  unaffected  by  the  chances  of  war,  might 
not  another  interest  of  a  greater  and  more  world-wide  importance 
claim  at  least  so  much  consideration  as  to  demand  the  benefit  of  every 
presumption  in  favor  of  its  protection  against  all  the  chances  of  war, 
save  those  which  arise  under  the  strictest  rules  of  public  law? 

This  is  a  question  of  almost  as  much  interest  to  the  world  at  large 
as  it  is  to  the  Confederate  States.  No  belligerent  can  claim  the 
right  thus  to  injure  innocent  parties  by  such  a  blockade,  except  to 
the  extent  that  it  can  be  shown  to  furnish  the  legitimate,  or  per- 
haps we  might  go  still  further  and  say  the  necessary,  means  to  prose- 
cute the  war  successfully.  If  it  has  become  obvious,  as  would  now 
seem  to  be  the  case,  that  no  blockade  which  they  can  maintain  will 
enable  the  United  States  to  subdue  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica, upon  what  plea  can  its  further  continuance  be  justified  to  third 
parties,  who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  a  ready  and  easy  access  to 
the  cheapest  and  most  abundant  sources  of  cotton  supply? 

These  views  are  affirmed  as  much  in  the  general  interests  of  hu- 
manity as  in  our  own.  We  do  not  ask  for  assistance  to  enable  us 
to  maintain  our  independence  against  any  power  which  has  yet 
assailed  us.  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States  has  instructed 
the  undersigned  to  say  that  he  believes  he  can  not  be  mistaken 
in  supposing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  by  a 
prompt  recognition,  to  throw  the  weight  of  their  moral  influence 
against  the  unnecessary  prolongation  of  the  war.  Whether  the  case 
now  presented  be  one  for  such  action,  he  is  perhaps  not  the  most 
impartial  judge.  He  has  acquitted  himself  of  his  duty  to  other 
nations  when  he  has  presented  to  their  knowledge  the  facts  to  which 
their  only  sure  access  is  through  himself,  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
enable  them  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  responsibilities  to  the 
world,  according  to  their  sense  of  right.  But  whilst  he  neither  feels 
nor  affects  an  indifference  to  the  decision  of  the  world  upon  these 
questions  which  deeply  concern  the  interest  of  the  Confederate 
States,  he  does  not  present  their  claim  to  a  recognized  place  amongst 
the  nations  of  the  earth  from  the  belief  that  any  such  recognition 
is  necessary  to  enable  them  to  achieve  and  secure  their  independence. 

Such  an  act  might  diminish  the  sufferings  and  shorten  the  dura- 
tion of  an  unnecessary  war,  but,  with  or  without  it,  he  believes  that 
the  Confederate  States  under  the  guidance  of  a  kind  and  over- 
ruling Providence  will  make  good  their  title  to  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence and  to  a  recognized  place  amongst  nations. 

The  undersigned  but  states  an  opinion  shared  by  all  who  are  in 
any  way  familiar  with  American  affairs,  when  he  declares  his  firm 
conviction  that  if  the  Confederate  States  had  been  recognized  bv 
France  and  England,  or  by  either  power,  in  the  month  of  August 
last  when  the  application  for  recognition  was  made  by  Messrs.  Yan- 
cey, .Host,  and  Mann  the  war  would  have  long  since  been  brought 
to  a  close  by  a  treaty  of  separation  concluded  under  the  friendly 
mediation  of  one  or  more  European  powers.    The  moral  influence 
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which  recognition  would  then  have  exercised  can  scarcely  be  over- 
estimated. It  is  not  too  late  to  produce  the  same  salutary  effect ;  if 
withheld  there  would  seem  to  be  no  prospect  of  a  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities, until  the  people  of  the  North  shall  abandon  a  hopeless  con- 
test from  sheer  and  utter  exhaustion. 

As  to  the  Confederate  States,  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured 
that  no  reverses,  no  privation,  no  suffering  will  ever  induce  them 
to  renew  an  association  which  they  have  deliberately  and  forever 
repudiated.  Their  ports  may  be  occupied,  their  territory  overrun 
and  devastated  by  the  mercenary  hordes  of  the  North,  their  people 
never  can  be  subjugated. 

The  expectation,  however,  of  such  a  result,  which  has  been  perhaps 
not  unnaturally  entertained  by  many  persons  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
States,  may  now  be  safely  pronounced  chimerical.  The  supposed 
existence  of  a  strong  party  in  the  Confederate  States  awaiting  only 
the  presence  of  Federal  troops  to  proclaim  their  desire  to  rally  to  the 
flag  of  the  Union  so  confidently  asserted  by  the  Government  of 
Washington  and  by  the  entire  Northern  press  is  now  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  have  been  a  delusion.  The  war  then  is  waged  by  the  North 
not  for  the  purpose  of  reestablishing  the  Union  but  to  subjugate  the 
people  of  the  Confederate  States  and  to  govern  them  as  a  conquered 
people.  With  what  prospect  of  success  let  the  bloody  [battle]  of 
Shiloh,  the  successive  defeats  of  Banks,  of  Fremont,  and  of  Shields 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  the  abandonment  of  the  attack  on 
Charleston,  the  battles  before  Richmond  of  30  and  31  May,  the  series 
of  engagements  from  26  June  to  2  July,  the  broken  and  flying 
columns  of  the  grand  army  of  the  North  seeking  shelter  on  the  banks 
of  James  Eiver  under  the  protecting  fire  of  their  floating  batteries, 
answer. 

There  is  another  question  distinct  from  and  independent  of  the 
question  of  recognition  which  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  present 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  your  Excellency.  The  Government 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  has  established  a  line  of  communication  by 
a  vessel  of  war  which  makes  semimonthly  trips  between  Norfolk  and 
New  York,  but  the  Government  of  Washington  has  succeeded  in 
obtaining  instructions  to  the  officer  commanding  her  to  refuse  re- 
ceiving any  other  than  the  correspondence  of  French  officials.  The 
right  of  a  neutral  nation  to  diplomatic  communication  with  the  au- 
thorities of  a  nation  not  yet  recognized  is  one  which  finds  support 
in  reason  and  which  can  not  be  refused  without  injury  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  neutral  power.  During  the  period  which  may  elapse 
before  the  final  and  formal  admission  of  the  Confederate  States  into 
the  family  of  nations,  French  interests  of  great  importance  are  in- 
volved both  here  and  in  the  Confederate  States.  On  what  ground 
shall  France  be  forbidden  by  one  arrogant  belligerent  to  receive 
communications  from  the  other?  Why  shall  France  not  be  allowed 
to  hear  from  the  Confederate  States  and  communicate  what  she 
wishes  to  address  to  them,  and  if  instead  of  addressing  their  com- 
munications directly  to  your  Excellency  they  prefer  making  them 
through  an  agent,  on  what  principle  shall  the  United  States  inter- 
fere? 
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The  doctrine  that  dispatches  were  contraband  of  war  was  involved 
in  the  case  of  the  Trent  and  failed  to  stand  the  test  of  analysis.  It 
seems  to  have  originated  or  at  least  to  have  been  effectually  asserted 
only  by  Great  Britain  at  a  period  when  she  carried  to  the  extreme 
against  neutrals  her  pretensions  as  a  belligerent.  Although  plau- 
sibly defended  by  the  judges  of  her  prize  courts,  the  principle  has 
not  been  recognized  bv  the  continental  powers  and  the  celebrated 
French  publicist,  Mr.  Hautefeuille,  in  his  examination  of  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  the  seizure  of  the  Trent,  enters  his  solemn  pro- 
test against  the  doctrine  in 'these  words:  "Before  passing  to  the 
last  question,  we  must  be  allowed  to  protest  against  the  claim  set 
up  by  the  Americans  to  regard  as  contraband  of  war  the  carrying 
or  dispatches  and  consequently  to  maintain  that  the  seizure  of  the 
Trent  would  have  been  justified  by  the  fact  of  having  on  board 
dispatches  of  the  Confederates.  This  claim,  which  has  always  been 
upheld  by  England,  is  completely  opposed  to  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law."  Nor  is  the  stoppage  of  dispatches  the  only  mis- 
chief resulting  from  this  denial  of  communication  between  France 
and  the  Confederate  States.  In  this  age  when  public  opinion  exer- 
cises so  great  and  so  salutary  an  influence  on  the  policy  of  nations, 
it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  early  and  correct  information 
from  every  quarter  should  be  attainable.  It  is  not  surprising  that 
so  many  erroneous  impressions  on  the  subject  of  American  affairs 
should  prevail  in  Europe,  when  it  is  considered  that  only  the 
Northern  journals  find  their  way  across  the  Atlantic.  It  is  true 
that  some  from  the  Confederate  States  are  occasionally  received  by 
individuals,  but  as  they  come  by  the  circuitous  route  of  Havana 
and  St.  Thomas  they  are  always  at  least  two  or  three,  and  gener- 
ally four  or  five,  weeks  behind  those  of  the  North. 

The  Northern  press  has  always  been  notorious  for  its  unscrupu- 
lousness  and  mendacity,  but  until  the  present  war  broke  out  these 
qualities  found  to  a  certain  extent  their  corrective  in  the  criticism 
and  denials  of  rival  editors,  but  now  a  censorship  as  rigorous  and 
arbitrary  as  has  ever  existed  under  the  most  despotic  governments 
not  only  suppresses  discussion  and  forbids  the  publication  of  facts, 
but  through  the  agency  of  military  direction  of  the  immense  net- 
work of  telegraphic  lines  traversing  the  country  in  every  direction 
imposes  upon  the  entire  press  the  obligation  of  disseminating  simul- 
taneously through  its  whole  extent  such  false  statements  as  it  may 
be  the  interest  of  the  Washington  Government  to  propagate.  These 
are  transmitted  to  Europe  and  copied  in  every  journal.  Error 
travels  with  lightning  wings,  truth  follows  with  slow  and  uncer- 
tain steps  and  when  it  arrives  is  faintly  heard  and  grudgingly  re- 
ceived, for  every  [one]  knows  that  news  the  freshest  and  latest, 
however  suspicious  may  be  the  source  from  which  it  emanates,  is 
the  daily  bread  of  successful  journalism  and  that  without  such 
aliment  it  must  languish  and  die. 

Will  your  Excellency  then  consider  it  unreasonable  on  the  part 
of  the  undersigned  to  express  the  hope  that  the  instructions  on  this 
subject  given  to  the  naval  officers  of  France  may  be  entirely  repealed 
or  essentially  modified? 

I  beg  leave  further  to  present  herewith  a  memorandum  on  the 
subject  of  the  pretended  blockade  of  the  coast  of  the  Confederate 
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States  by  the  cruisers  of  the  Federal  Government  to  which  I  have 
been  specially  instructed  to  invite  your  Excellency's  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Thouvenel, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  10.] 

Paris,  25  July  1862. 

Sir  :  My  last  was  of  1st  June,  No.  9.  I  have  allowed  so  long  an 
interval  since  to  elapse  because  Mr.  Billault's  declaration  that  France 
would  not  act  in  our  matters  without  the  cooperation  of  England 
was  so  unqualified  and  peremptory  that  I  considered  it  quite  idle  for 
the  time  at  least  to  importune  those  who  were  friendly  to  our  cause 
and  therefore  had  nothing  new  to  communicate. 

In  the  meanwhile,  however,  I  had  corresponded  with  Mr.  Mason 
expressing  the  opinion  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  we  should 
make  simultaneously  a  formal  demand  for  recognition,  and  if  it  were 
refused,  should  say  that  it  would  not  be  renewed  until  we  should 
receive  from  the  respective  governments  to  which  we  are  accredited, 
an  intimation  that  they  were  prepared  to  entertain  it  favorably.  Mr. 
Mason  agreed  with  me  in  this  opinion  and  I  accordingly  prepared  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  which  I  expected  to  present  about  the  20th 
ultimo;  but  Mr.  Mason  having  consulted  several  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment friendly  to  our  cause,  was  advised  to  defer  making  his  demand ; 
he  accordingly  decided  so  to  do  and  I  consequently  determined  to 
withhold  mine. 

Subsequent  events  have  shown  that  nothing  has  been  lost  by  the 
delay. 

On  Thursday,  the  10th  instant,  we  received  the  first  intelligence 
of  the  battle  of  the  26th  and  27th  of  June  and  the  "  strategical  move- 
ments" of  McClellan  across  the  Chickahominy  and  toward  James 
River.  On  the  strength  of  this  news  and  of  your  dispatch  No.  3 
(which  with  Nos.  1,  2,  and  4  had  been  delivered  by  Mr.  de  Leon)  I 
was  about  to  call  on  Count  de  Persigny,  when  I  received  a  message 
from  that  gentleman,  who  had  recently  returned  after  an  absence  of 
some  weeks  in  England,  saying  that  he  desired  to  see  me.  I,  of 
course,  lost  no  time  in  complying  with  his  request.  I  communicated 
to  him  confidentially  the  substance  of  my  new  instructions  and  he 
advised  me  to  proceed  to  Vichy  where  the  Emperor  would  be  on 
Saturday,  but  he  thought  would  be  much  occupied  for  a  day  or  two 
in  receiving  the  authorities,  etc.  The  count  gave  me  a  very  warm 
letter  to  Gen.  Fleury,  who  is  a  great  favorite  of  the  Emperor  and 
constantly  accompanies  him,  urging  him  to  procure  an  audience  for 
me.  I  went  accordingly  to  Vichy  on  Tuesday,  arriving  there  in  the 
evening.  The  next  morning  I  sent  a  note  to  Gen.  Fleury,  inclos- 
ing that  of  Mr.  de  Persigny  soliciting  his  good  offices  to  procure 
me  "  une  audience  officieuse  "  with  the  Emperor.  I  very  soon  received 
a  reply  saying  that  the  Emperor  woidd  receive  me  at  2  o'clock. 

You  will  find  herewith  full  details  of  my  interview,  marked 
"No.  1." 
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Mr.  Thouvenel  having  returned  from  London,  whither  he  had  gone 
to  attend  the  "  exhibition,"  I  addressed  him  on  Sunday  evening  a  note 
asking  for  an  interview.  The  next  morning  I  received  an  answer, 
saying  that  he  would  with  pleasure  see  me  on  Wednesday,  23d  July,  at 
7  o'clock. 

He  received  me  very  cordially  and  after  some  preliminary  conver- 
sation about  his  visit  to  London  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  America, 
I  said  that  I  had  asked  to  see  him  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a 
formal  demand  of  recognition,  which  I  wished  to  accompany  with 
some  oral  explanations.  He  said,  "  Had  you  not  better  withhold  it 
for  the  present?  In  a  few  weeks,  when  we  shall  have  further  news 
from  the  seat  of  war,  we  can  better  judge  of  the  expediency  of  so 
grave  a  step,  and  the  English  Government  may  perhaps  then  be  pre- 
pared to  cooperate  with  us,  which  they  certainly  are  not  now ;  that  the 
refusal  to  acknowledge  us,  however  worded,  could  not  fail  to  be 
prejudicial  to  our  cause;  that  the  answer  could  only  be  couched  'en 
banahtes '  (commonplace  phrases)  and  unmeaning  generalities."  I 
replied  that  my  own  decided  opinion  had  been  in  favor  of  presenting 
the  demand  several  weeks  since;  that  I  had  yielded  to  the  better 
judgment  of  my  colleague  at  London,  who  had  consulted  several 
of  our  leading  friends  in  Parliament  as  to  the  expediency  of  such  a 
step,  but  that  I  could  no  longer  consent  to  defer  it  with  any  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  Government  or  to  self-respect ;  that  if  we  were 
not  to  be  recognized  now  after  such  signal  demonstrations  of  our 
will  and  ability  to  maintain  our  independence,  I  could  see  no  reason 
to  hope  for  recognition  excepting  at  some  distant  future,  when  it 
would  be  of  no  value  to  us  and  when  we  should  not  want  it;  that 
with  all  due  deference  to  his  friendly  suggestions  I  must  persist  in 
my  purpose.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  or  heard  from  the  Em- 
peror since  his  return  from  England.  He  said  that  he  had  not  seen 
him,  but  that  he  had  received  from  him  a  short  note  saying  that  he 
would  very  soon  write  to  him  about  American  affairs.  I  said, 
"  Your  Excellency  does  not  probably  know  that  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  an  audience  with  the  Emperor."  He  replied  that  he  did  not  and 
asked  whether  I  had  seen  the  Emperor  at  Vichy.  He  then  entered 
into  a  long  conversation  which,  as  it  referred  principally  to  what 
had  passed  in  my  interview  with  the  Emperor,  was  a  paraphrase  of 
the  arguments  I  then  used,  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat.  It  appeared 
to  produce  a  very  decided  impression  on  Mr.  Thouvenel  and  he  made 
no  further  attempt  to  dissuade  me  from  presenting  my  demand. 
He  asked  me  whether  Mr.  Mason  would  send  a  similar  letter  to  Earl 
Russell.  I  said  that  he  had  either  done  so  to-day  or  would  to-mor- 
row. He  said  that  he  was  glad  to  know  it,  as  it  was  all  important 
that  the  same  application  should  be  made  simultaneously  to  both 
Governments.  He  said  that  Lord  Lyons  and  Mr.  Mercier  were  both 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  an  offer  of  mediation  now  would  only  create 
additional  exasperation  at  the  North  and  could  only  be  attended  with 
mischievous  results-  I  said  that  while  it  was  not  desired  by  us  it 
would  not  be  refused,  all  we  asked  for  was  recognition,  which  we 
thought  could  no  longer  be  deferred  without  violating  the  principles 
winch  the  Emperor  cherished  and  England  professed,  and  without 
jgnoring  all  the  precedents  of  the  last  30  or  40  years. 
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I  asked  him  if  Mr.  Mercier  did  not  consider  the  reestablishment 
of  the  Union  impossible.  He  said,  yes,  and  that  it  was  not  only  his 
own  very  decided  opinion,  but  of  everyone  in  France.  In  reply  to  my 
suggestion  that  we  should  be  allowed  to  correspond  with  our  Gov- 
ernment by  French  ships  of  war  he  said  that  the  privilege  was  not 
even  allowed  to  their  own  subjects  writing  of  their  own  private 
affairs;  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  neutrality.  I  referred  him 
to  Hautefeuille,  the  most  eminent  modern  French  publicist,  as  neg- 
ativing this  opinion.  He  said  that  if  we  were  recognized  the  privi- 
lege might  be  granted ;  to  do  so  before  would  not  be  loyal.  Although 
I  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  distinction,  I,  of  course,  did  not 
say  so,  as  I  hope  that  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  availing  myself 
of  it. 

I  then  handed  Mr.  Thouvenel  my  letter,  of  which  I  send  a  copy, 
marked  "  No.  2,"  *  with  a  memorandum  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade, 
substantially  your  No.  2.  Mr.  Thouvenel  promised  me  that  he 
would  have  them  translated  without  delay  and  copies  sent  to  the 
Emperor.  He  said  that  he  was  going  to  Germany  on  Saturday  to 
accompany  his  wife,  who  was  unwell,  and  would  be  absent  about  10 
days;  that  in  the  meanwhile  he  would  fully  examine  the  whole 
matter,  and  especially  the  question  of  boundaries,  of  which  he  had 
spoken  at  large.  I  consequently  can  not  expect  an  answer  before  the 
12th  or  15th  of  August,  and  its  character  then  will,  of  course,  very 
much  depend  upon  the  more  or  less  favorable  accounts  we  may  re- 
ceive of  the  progress  of  the  war. 

As  I  was  taking  leave  Mr.  Thouvenel  asked  me  to  give  him  a 
brief  written  memorandum  of  the  propositions  in  confidence  for  his 
own  use  and  that  of  the  Emperor.  I  sent  him  one  unsigned,  copy 
of  which  you  will  find  herewith  marked  "  No.  3;"  He  asked  me 
if  any  similar  propositions  had  been  or  would  be  made  to  England. 
I  replied,  "  Certainly  not " ;  that  our  commissioner  there  was  ig- 
norant of  them,  although  I  intended  to  give  him  the  information  so 
soon  as  I  found  a  safe  opportunity. 

With  this  full  narrative  of  what  has  passed  here  you  will  be 
enabled  to  form  as  safe  an  opinion  as  I  can  of  the  prospects  of  recog- 
nition. While  I  do  not  wish  to  create  or  indulge  false  expectations, 
I  will  venture  to  say  that  I  am  more  hopeful  than  I  have  been  at  any 
moment  since  my  arrival  in  Europe. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slideix,. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmo7id. 

P.  S. — I  have  received,  also,  since  my  last,  dispatches  numbered, 
respectively,  Nos.  3  and  5  the  latter  in  the  form  of  a  copy  forwarded 
from  London  by  Mr.  Mason. 

[Enclosure  Memorandum.] 

Paris,  %!i  July,  1862. 
On  Wednesday  morning,  16th  July,  at  9  o'clock,  I  enclosed  to 
General  Fleury,  aid-de-camp  and  premier  ecuyer  of  the  Emperor, 

*  See  preceding,  Slidell  to  Thouvenel,  Paris,  July  21,  1862. 
176429°— 22— vol  3 31 
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a  letter  from  Count  de  Persigny,  and  asked  him  to  procure  me  the 
honor  of  an  unofficial  audience  with  the  Emperor.  Before  12  o'clock 
I  received  from  General  Fleury  a  note  stating  that  the  Emperor 
would  receive  me  at  2  o'clock. 

The  Emperor  received  me  with  great  kindness,  and  after  saying 
that  he  was  very  happy  to  see  me  and  regretted  that  circumstances 
had  prevented  his  sooner  doing  so,  invited  me  to  be  seated.  He 
commenced  the  conversation  by  referring  to  the  news  contained  in 
the  evening  papers  of  the  previous  day  of  the  defeat  of  the  Federal 
armies  before  Richmond,  which  appeared  to  give  him  much  satis- 
faction. He  spoke  of  Lincoln's  call  for  300,000  additional  troops  as 
evidence  of  his  conviction  of  the  desperate  character  of  the  struggle 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged  and  of  the  great  losses  which  the 
Federal  forces  had  sustained.  That  although  it  was  unquestionably 
for  the  interest  of  France  that  the  United  States  should  be  a  power- 
ful and  united  people  to  act  as  a  "  contrepoids "  to  the  maritime 
power  of  England,  yet  his  sympathies  had  always  been  with  the 
South,  whose  people  were  struggling  for  the  principle  of  self-gov- 
ernment, of  which  he  was  a  firm  and  consistent  advocate;  that  he 
had  from  the  first  seen  the  true  character  of  the  contest  and  con- 
sidered the  reestablishment  of  the  Union  impossible  and  final  sepa- 
ration a  mere  question  of  time.  That  the  difficulty  was  to  find  the 
way  to  give  effect  to  his  sympathies;  that  he  had  always  desired  to 
preserve  the  most  friendly  relations  with  England,  and  that  in  so 
grave  a  matter  he  had  not  been  willing  to  act  without  her  coopera- 
tion; that  he  had  several  times  intimated  his  wish  for  action  in  our 
behalf,  but  had  met  with  no  favorable  response,  and  that  besides 
England  had  a  deeper  interest  in  the  question  than  France ;  that  she 
wished  him  "to  draw  the  chestnuts  from  the  fire  for  her  benefit." 
He  asked  me  to  give  my  views  of  the  state  of  affairs  and  of  what 
could  be  done  to  bring  the  war  to  a  close. 

The  conversation  had  thus  far  been  in  French,  with  occasional 
remarks  from  me;  but  as  I  knew  that  the  Emperor  spoke  English 
well  and  fluently  and  was  said  not  to  dislike  having  an  opportunity 
to  converse  in  our  language,  I  said  that  if  it  would  not  be  disagree- 
able to  him  I  would  prefer  speaking  English,  as  I  could  better 
express  myself  in  my  own  tongue.  He  assented,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  the  interview  the  conversation  was  in  English.  He 
inquired  the  amount  of  our  army.  I  estimated  the  number  of  men 
now  under  arms  at  about  350,000,  although  at  certain  previous 
periods,  before  we  had  abandoned  the  impossible  idea  of  defending 
all  the  points  of  our  immense  coast  and  frontier,  the  number  had 
probably  been  nearer  500,000;  but  since  we  had  adopted  the  policy 
of  concentrating  our  forces  350,000  men  were,  I  thought,  as  many 
as  we  could  advantageously  employ.  That  our  difficulty  was  not  to 
find  men — of  them  we  had  and  always  would  have  more  than 
enough— but  that  what  we  wanted  were  arms,  powder,  and  clothing. 
I  explained  the  composition  and  character  of  our  army — that  with  us 
every  man  was  a  soldier,  that  very  many  of  the  elite  of  our  country 
were  serving  in  the  ranks,  spoke  of  the  devotion  and  enthusiasm  of 
our  women,  that  our  men  were  badly  clothed  and  fed,  most  of  them 
with  inferior  arms,  and  all  insufficiently  and  irregularly  paid,  but 
submitted  patiently  to  all  their  privations.  That,  on  the  contrary, 
our  enemies  were  admirably  equipped  and  armed,  as  a  general  rule 
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profusely  fed,  having  many  luxuries  in  abundance,  such  as  tea  and 
coffee,  of  which  our  troops  were  entirely  deprived,  but  that  the  very 
large  majority  were  mercenaries  who  served  for  pay  and  food,  not 
being  able  to  find  employment  and  wages.  The  Emperor  expressed 
his  great  surprise  at  our  troops  not  having  coffee,  which  he  said 
was  considered  essential  to  the  health  of  the  soldier.  That  probably 
one-half  of  the  privates  were  foreigners,  principally  Germans  and 
Irish,  while  our  troops  were  almost  exclusively  born  on  our  soil. 
That  this  difference  made  them  much  more  than  a  match  for  their 
enemies  when  they  met  with  equal  numbers,  but  that  this  advantage 
was  more  than  compensated  by  the  greater  moral  value  of  those 
whom  we  lost,  carrying  mourning  into  every  Southern  family,  while 
no  interest  was  felt  at  the  North  for  the  mercenaries  who  were  fight- 
ing their  battles  so  long  as  they  could  supply  their  places  by  new 
levies. 

I  spoke  of  the  submission  of  the  neutral  powers  to  a  blockade  which 
for  more  than  six  months  had  existed  only  on  paper  as  having  in- 
flicted on  us  incalculable  injury;  that  the  submission  to  a  blockade 
not  enforced  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  international  law 
and  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the  voluntary  renun- 
ciation of  the  right  to  trade  with  ports  not  really  blockaded  were 
in  fact  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  which  the  European  powers 
professed  to  observe;  and  that  [we]  were  especially  disappointed 
that  France,  who  had  always  championed  neutral  rights,  should  for 
the  first  time  have  failed  to  assert  them.  The  Emperor  said  that 
he  had  committed  a  great  error,  which  he  now  deeply  regretted. 
France  should  never  have  respected  the  blockade ;  that  the  European 
powers  should  have  recognized  us  last  summer  when  our  ports  were 
in  our  possession  and  when  we  were  menacing  Washington.  But 
what,  he  asked,  can  now  be  done  ?  To  open  the  ports  forcibly  would 
be  an  act  of  war ;  mediation  would,  if  offered,  be  refused  and  prob- 
ably in  insulting  terms  by  the  North,  and  mere  recognition,  while 
of  little  advantage  to  us,  would  probably  involve  him  in  a  war.  To 
this  I  replied  that  a  large  portion  of  our  coast  was  not  even  now 
effectually  blockaded;  vessels  were  constantly  arriving  at  and  de- 
parting from  Cbarleston,  Wilmington,  and  numerous  other  smaller 
ports ;  these  might  be  declared  open  and  the  declaration,  if  necessary, 
enforced  by  arms.  That  the  Northern  Government  and  press  would 
bully  and  menace,  but  that  experience  had  fully  shown  what  value 
should  be  placed  on  their  threats.  They  had  first  instructed  their 
ministers  to  say  that  our  simple  recognition  as  belligerents  would  be 
considered  as  an  act  of  hostility;  that  we  had  been  so  recognized; 
then  that  any  communication  with  our  agents,  even  unofficial,  would 
be  so  considered  and  followed  by  the  like  consequences;  that  our 
privateersnien  should  be  hanged  as  pirates;  they  had  threatened  Hol- 
land with  war  because  she  had  permitted  the  Sumter  to  take  sup- 
plies of  provisions  and  coal  in  her  ports,  yet  in  all  these  instances 
and  many  others  that  could  be  cited,  finding  that  their  menaces  had 
been  disregarded,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  the  privateers,  retaliatory 
measures  would  be  adopted  by  the  Confederate  States,  they  had,  with 
bad  grace,  it  is  true,  but  very  quietly,  abandoned  their  absurd  and 
insolent  pretensions.  The  last  and  crowning  instance,  of  loud  boast- 
ing and  ignominious  backing  out  was  the  affair  of  the  Trent.  The 
commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  had  been  feted  wherever  he  went  as 
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a  conqueror;  that  his  journey  from  his  landing  at  Boston  to  his 
arrival  at  Washington  was  one  continued  ovation ;  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  officially  endorsed  his  action;  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives voted  him  a  sword  by  acclamation;  the  President  and  his 
Cabinet  openly  declared  that  the  prisoners  should  never  be  sur- 
rendered; and  the  entire  press  without  exception  denounced  as  cow- 
ards and  traitors  all  who  ventured  even  to  hint  that  the  seizure  was 
illegal.  Yet  they  had  succumbed  so  soon  as  the  peremptory  demand 
to  give  up  the  prisoners  was  made  by  England,  backed  by  the  sig- 
nificant letter  of  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

The  Emperor  asked  me  how  I  had  been  treated  while  a  prisoner. 
I  answered,  not  discourteously,  but  that  we  had  been  very  indifferently 
lodged  at  Fort  Warren.  His  Majesty  occupies,  by  the  way,  a  small 
house  at  Vichy  and  received  me  in  his  only  "salon"  there  and  one 
of  very  modest  proportions.  I  told  him  that  we  were  four  prisoners 
in  a  room  of  about  one-fourth  the  dimesions  of  the  one  in  which  we 
were  sitting,  which  served  us  for  bedroom,  saloon,  and  dining  room, 
at  Fort  Warren,  but  that  fortunately  we  had  found  there  a  very 
agreeable  mess  established  in  a  kitchen.  I  took  this  occasion  to  say 
that  I  regretted  not  to  have  had  an  earlier  opportunity  of  presenting 
on  behalf  of  my  wife  and  children  my  thanks  for  his  friendly  inter- 
position, to  which  I  mainly  attributed  my  release,  but  that  I  had 
always  regretted  it,  because  if  we  had  not  been  given  up,  it  would 
have  caused  a  war  witli  England,  which  would  have  been  of  short 
duration,  and  whatever  might  have  happened  to  myself,  the  result 
must  have  been  advantageous  to  our  cause.  The  Emperor  said  that 
he  thought  I  was  right,  that  he  regretted  to  say  that  England  had 
not  properly  appreciated  his  friendly  action  in  the  affair  of  the 
Trent,  that  there  were  many  reasons  why  he  desired  to  be  on  the  best 
terms  with  her,  but  that  the  policy  of  nations  necessarily  changed 
with  circumstances,  and  that  he  was  consequently  obliged  to  look 
forward  to  the  possible  contingency  of  not  always  having  the  same 
friendly  relations  as  now  existed. 

This  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  saying  about  Mexican  affairs 
substantially  what  will  be  found  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  of 
27th  inst.  I  went  still  further  and  said  that  as  the  Lincoln  Govern- 
ment was  the  ally  and  protector  of  his  enemy,  Juarez,  we  could  have 
no  objection  to  make  common  cause  with  him  against  the  common 
enemy. 

I  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  Count  de  Persigny  since  his  return 
from  England  or  if  the  count  (to  whom  I  had  confidentially  com- 
municated the  substance  of  your  dispatch  No.  3)  had  written  to  him 
about  our  affairs.  He  said  that  he  had  neither  seen  nor  heard  from 
the  count.  I  then  stated  to  the  Emperor  what  I  had  been  instructed 
to  propose ;  it  did  not  seem  disagreeable.  He  said,  how  am  I  to  get  the 
cotton  ?  I  replied,  of  course  that  depends  on  your  Majesty ;  he  will 
soon  have  a  fleet  in  neighborhood  of  our  coast  strong  enough  to  keep 
it  clear  of  every  Federal  cruiser. 

I  gave  him  in  a  few  words  a  description  of  the  American  marine, 
some  second-class  steamers  constructed  for  war  purposes  and  a  larger 
number  of  merchant  vessels  hastily  purchased  and  fitted  up  for  the 
blockade  and  transport  service.  I  said  that  the  Gloire,  the  Couronne, 
or  the  Normandy  could  pass  the  fortifications  of  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton and  hold  those  towns  at  their  mercy,  or  could  enter  the  Chesa- 
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peake,  destroy  all  the  vessels  there,  and  take  Fortress  Monroe  by 
bombardment. 

He  agreed  with  me  in  this.  I  expressed  my  regret  at  having  heard 
that  some  of  his. first-class  steamers  were  armed  en  route  and  asked 
if  their  armament  could  not  be  completed  at  Martinique  and  Guade- 
loupe, and  suggested  that  if  not,  gurts  could  be  sent  there  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  he  appeared  to  be  pleased  with  the  suggestion. 

He  then  spoke  of  recognition,  saying  that  simple  recognition  would 
be  of  no  value,  and  as  to  mediation  that  would  be  refused  by  the 
North.  I  replied  that  as  to  mediation  I  agreed  with  him,  that  if 
offered,  it  would  be  refused  by  the  North,  but  would  be  accepted 
by  us;  but  that  such  refusal  and  acceptance  would  be  of  vast  ad- 
vantage to  our  cause  and  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  civilized  world 
in  our  favor  and  afford  sufficient  reason  for  more  potent  intervention. 

But  we  did  not  ask  for  mediation,  all  we  asked  for  was  recogni- 
tion, that  there  was  a  large  minority  in  the  Northern  States  in  favor 
of  peace  and  separation,  but  that  a  reign  of  terror  existed  which  for 
the  present  stifled  all  expression  of  such  opinions;  that  the  congres- 
sional elections  were  approaching  and  the  recognition  would  give 
the  peace  party  courage  to  organize  and  perhaps  place  them  in  the 
majority.  He  said  that  he  was  pleased  to  see  that  there  had  been 
a  great  peace  meeting  in  New  York.  I  said  that  recognition  would 
at  once  bring  out  many  similar  demonstrations.  I  then  said  that 
although  we  did  not  place  ourselves  on  that  ground,  the  interests  of 
humanity  might  be  urged  as  calling  on  Europe  and  especially  on 
him  who  exercised  so  potent  an  influence  over  the  destinies  of  the 
world  to  put  an  end  to  a  strife  which  was  not  only  devastating  the 
South  and  exhausting  the  North,  but  paralyzed  the  commerce  and 
industry  of  Europe.  He  replied,  "  What  you  say  is  true,  but  the 
policy  of  nations  is  controlled  by  their  interest  and  not  by  their 
sentiments,  and  ought  to  be  so."  I  replied  that  I  fully  admitted  his 
proposition,  but  that  the  interests  to  be  consulted  should  not  be  those 
of  the  hour ;  that  England  seemed  to  have  abdicated  the  great  part 
which  she  had  been  accustomed  to  play  in  the  affairs  of  the  world, 
and  adopted  a  tortuous,  selfish,  and  time-serving  policy,  which  had 
only  served  to  make  all  nations  either  her  bitter  enemies  or  at  least 
fair-weather  friends;  that  we,  at  first,  had  been  well  disposed  to- 
ward England,  but  that  having  for  selfish  ulterior  purposes,  to 
revive  for  her  advantage  the  old  exploded  principles  of  blockade, 
and  to  secure  the  monopoly  of  cotton  for  her  Indian  colonies,  given 
ii  false  interpretation  to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  we  should  never  here- 
after consider  her  our  friend.  The  Emperor  remarked  "  I  have 
already  told  you  what  I  thought  of  the  blockade,  and  as  to  the  cul- 
ture of  cotton  in  India  supplanting  yours,  I  consider  the  idea  en- 
tirely chimerical.  If  you  do  not  give  it  to  us  we  can  not  find  it 
elsewhere."  I  then  said,  "  Your  Majesty  has  now  an  opportunity 
of  securing  a  faithful  ally,  bound  to  you  not  only  by  the  ties  of 
gratitude,  but  by  those  more  reliable  of  a  common  interest  and  con- 
genial habits."  He  said,  "  Yes,  you  have  many  families  of  French 
descent  in  Louisiana  who  yet  preserve  their  habits  and  languages." 
I  replied  that  he  was  right,  and  that  I  could  give  him  an  instance 
in  my  own  family  where  French  was  habitually  spoken.  He  asked 
me  whether  we  anticipated  no  difficulty  from  our  slaves.     I  replied 
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that  they  had  never  been  more  quiet  and  more  respectful  and  that 
no  better  evidence  could  be  given  of  their  being  contented  and 
happy.  This  was  the  only  allusion  made  to  slavery  during  the 
interview. 

The  Emperor  asked  me  if  I  expected  that  England  would  agree 
to  cooperate  with  him  in  our  recognition.  I  replied  that  he  of 
course  must  have  much  better  means  of  information  than  I,  but 
that  our  friends  in  England  were  more  hopeful  now  than  they  ever 
had  been  before,  and  that  our  commissioner  at  London,  for  the  first 
time  since  his  arrival,  wrote  encouragingly;  that  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Lindsay  recommending  recognition  would  be  brought  up  on 
Friday;  and  that  probably  the  debate  would  bring  out  Lord  Pal- 
merston  with  a  declaration  of  his  purpose.  He  asked  how  Cobden 
was  disposed.  I  said  that  he  was  unfriendly  to  us,  but  not  so  much 
so  as  Bright;  that  it  was  conceded  on  all  hands  that  an  immense 
majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  in  our  favor,  but  that  Lord 
Derby  was  not  prepared  to  take  office,  and  nothing  would  be  done 
that  would  cause  Lord  Palmerston  to  resign. 

While  I  was  advocating  recognition  the  Emperor  with  a  very 
significant  smile  said,  "  It  is  very  singular  that  while  you  ask  abso- 
lute recognition,  Mr.  Dayton  is  calling  upon  me  to  retreat  my  quali- 
fied recognition  of  you  as  belligerents."  I  replied  that  such  a  de- 
mand was  but  another  evidence  of  the  insolence  of  the  Washington 
Government. 

The  Emperor  asked  me  if  France  and  England  intervene,  on  what 
terms  can  a  peace  be  made?  The  question  of  boundaries  is  a  most 
difficult  one,  what  will  you  do  with  the  border  States?  You  will 
not  be  willing  to  accept  what  the  North,  even  if  she  submits  to  sep- 
aration, will  accord.  I  replied  that  the  question  appeared  indeed 
to  be  difficult  but  it  seemed  to  be  susceptible  of  an  easy  solution  and 
one  which  he  would  willingly  receive.  In  all  the  States  where  the 
people  had  in  full  conventions  voted  for  separation,  there  could  be 
no  difficulty;  that  in  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  Maryland  the  ques- 
tion whether  they  would  join  our  Confederacy,  form  a  separate  one 
for  themselves,  or  remain  with  the  United  States  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  popular  vote  and  that  I  had  no  fear  of  the  result ;  that 
such  had  been  the  Emperor's  policy  in  Italy  and  the  whole  world 
approved  it.  That  the  Chesapeake,  Potomac,  and  Ohio  were  natural 
and  indispensable  boundaries  which  could  not  be  relinquished.  He 
regretted  he  had  no  map  at  Vichy  that  we  might  trace  the  line. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  when  speaking  of  the  cotton  sub- 
sidy I  told  the  Emperor  that  the  proposition  was  made  exclusively 
to  France,  my  colleague  at  London  not  being  aware  of  my  authority 
to  make  it.  I  said  to  the  Emperor  that  in  deciding  upon  the  course 
he  was  to  pursue  he  might  assume  two  fixed  points  of  departure. 
First,  that  reconstruction  on  any  terms  was  impossible ;  second,  that 
without  European  intervention  in  some  form  or  other  peace  was 
impossible  within  any  reasonable  period;  that  a  peace  must  be  pre- 
ceded by  an  armistice,  with  our  ports  open  to  the  commerce  of  the 
world. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  in  speaking  of  Mexican  affairs  I  said 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  sent  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr. 
Corwin;  that  this  was  in  fact  a  subsidy  of  $11,000,000  to  enable 
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Juarez  to  carry  on  the  war  against  France.  He  replied,  "but  the 
Senate  will  not  ratify  it."  Of  this,  I  said,  I  had  no  means  to  form 
an  opinion,  but  at  any  rate  it  was  clear  that  the  President  ap- 
proved of  its  principle  and  the  Executive  virtually  controlled  the 
foreign  relations.  I  said  that  I  had  heard  from  what  seemed  to  be 
good  authority,  although  I  did  not  pretend  to  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  the  report,  that  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana,  had 

fone  to  Mexico  and  placed  at'  the  disposition  of  Juarez  $2,000,000, 
L-iiig  the  cash  installment  stipulated  by  the  treaty;  and  if  this  were 
so,  the  Mexican  Army  was  now  waging  war  against  France  witli 
means  furnished  by  the  Federal  Treasury.  I  also  alluded  to  the 
presence  of  the  Orleans  princes  in  the  Federal  Armies  as  evidence, 
at  least,  that  Lincoln  was  not  particularly  desirous  to  avoid  giving 
just  cause  of  offense  to  France,  and  mentioned  that  the  son  of  the 
Prince  de  Joinville  was  now  serving  as  a  midshipman  on  board  of 
a  Federal  man-of-war — a  fact  of  which  he  had  been  previously  ig- 
norant. 

I  suggested  that  without  violating  neutrality  we  might  be  allowed 
to  communicate  with  our  Government  by  French  ships  of  war  visit- 
ing our  ports;  that  such  communication  was  called  for  even  by 
French  interests;  that  it  was  important  that  Southern  newspapers 
should  be  freely  received  to  neutralize  the  false  statements  of  the 
Northern  press.  The  Emperor  replied  that  such  a  request  seemed 
reasonable  and  that  he  would  consider  it. 

Finding  that  the  interview  had  been  sufficiently  prolonged  I  rose 
to  take  leave,  saying  that  I  had  already  too  much  abused  his  in- 
dulgence; that  I  had  perhaps  omitted  to  present  some  arguments 
which,  if  not  new  to  him,  were  from  a  different  point  of  view,  but 
that  I  had  prepared  a  formal  demand  of  recognition  in  which  they 
were  embodied,  and  that  I  intended  to  present  them  to  Mr.  Thou- 
venel  so  soon  as  he  should  return  from  England,  where  he  then 
was,  and  I  would  feel  much  obliged,  if  he  saw  any  reason  to  object 
to  the  course  I  proposed,  that  he  would  intimate  his  wish.  He  said 
that  he  saw  no  objection  to  my  presenting  my  demand.  He  of  course 
said  nothing  to  compromise  himself  as  to  the  answer  that  would  be 
given.  At  parting  he  said  that  he  hoped  in  future  there  would  be 
less"  difficulty  in  my  seeing  him  than  had  heretofore  existed. 

On  the  whole  my  interview  was  most  satisfactory.  I  had  been 
led  to  expect  from  what  I  had  heard  of  his  habitual  manner  that  he 
would  be  extremely  reserved — confining  himself  to  asking  questions 
or  intimating  on  what  points  he  wished  me  to  speak,  with  occasional 
brief  observations  on  his  part;  on  the  contrary  he  was  frank,  un- 
reserved, I  might  perhaps  say  cordial,  placing  me  entirely  at  my 
ease  by  the  freedom  with  which  he  spoke  himself.  Although  he  said 
nothing  to  commit  himself  as  to  his  future  course,  I  left  him  with 
the  decided  impression  that  if  England  long  persevered  in  obstinate 
inaction,  he  would  take  the  responsibility  of  moving  by  himself. 

The  interview  lasted  seventy  minutes  and  as  the  conversation  was 
free  and  animated  I  can  not  rely  sufficiently  on  my  memory  to  repeat 
everything  that  was  said  by  the  Emperor,  but  I  am  sure  that  I  have 
not  omitted  anything  important  and  that  I  have  given  substantially 
what  he  said. 
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No.  19.]  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  July  26, 1862. 

Sir:  The  ill-timed  motion  of  Mr.  Lindsay  in  the  British  Com- 
mons has  certainly  set  back  our  recognition  tor  weeks,  possibly  for 
months. 

.Lord  Palmerston  deems  himself  fully  competent  to  deal  with  the 
question,  and  is  therefore  not  disposed  to  accept  of  dictation  from 
any  quarter,  least  of  all  from  the  Member  for  Sunderland,  who, 
occasionally,  is  arrayed  against  the  measures  of  his  Government. 
The  premier  is  acting  precisely  as  Mr.  Monroe  acted  when  pressed 
by  Mr.  Clay  in  his  speeches  in  Congress  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  South  American  States.  His  relations  with  Mr. 
Lindsay  are  strikingly  similar,  in  many  respects,  to  those  of  the 
former  with  the  latter.  Mr.  Monroe  was  as  much  imbued  as  was 
Mr.  Clay  with  the  importance  of  the  measure,  but,  as  the  Executive 
of  the  country,  he  conceived  that  he  was  in  a  position  to  be  better 
informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  South  America,  where  he  had 
agents  employed  for  the  purpose,  than  was  his  questionable  friend. 
The  veteran  British  statesman  seems  to  be  resolutely  opposed  to  any 
outside  intermeddling  with  the  foreign  office.  That  which  his  ad- 
ministration undertakes  he  wishes  the  world  to  believe  is  under- 
taken in  a  spirit  of  good  intent  rather  than  under  the  stress  of 
coercion. 

The  pressing  of  the  motion  and  the  withdrawal  of  it  by  the  mover 
at  the  close  of  the  debate,  after  he  had  refused  to  withdraw  it  when 
previously  appealed  to — and  this  in  view  of  the  intelligence  then 
just  received  of  the  defeat  and  retreat  of  McClellan's  army — will 
prove  hurtful  to  our  interests.  The  Northern  leaders  will  seize  upon 
it  to  delude  their  followers  into  the  belief  that  the  terrible  calamity 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  not  even  slightly  advanced  our 
cause  in  Great  Britain,  while  it  will  dispirit  the  continental  gov- 
ernments which  are  desirous  that  Great  Britain  should  immediately 
introduce  us  into  the  family  circle  of  nations.  If  Lord  Palmerston 
had  been  let  alone  since  the  debate  upon  Mr.  Gregory's  motion  in 
March,  I  believe  that  by  this  time  he  would  have  been  found  fully 
up  to  his  work.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  complaining  of 
Mr.  Lindsay.  It  is  not  in  my  nature  to  find  fault  with  so  ardent  and 
honest  a  friend  to  our  cause,  however  much  we  may  suffer  by  his 
mistakes;  but  I  have  reasons  for  believing  that  Lord  Palmerston 
considers  him  of  much  less  consequence  politically  than  he  is  con- 
sidered by  those  who,  from  their  intimacy  with  him,  are  better 
acquainted  with  his  abilities  than  himself.  In  the  estimation  of 
the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Lindsay  may  not  be  classified  with 
the  statesmen  of  the  realm,  but  his  lordship  can  scarcely  fail  to  re- 
gard him  as  an  authority  in  all  matters  relating  to  navigation. 

I  designed  to  be  present  at  the  debate,  but  when  I  arrived  in  Paris 
on  my  way  to  London  I  was  informed  that  Mr.  Slidell,  with  whom 
I  was  anxious  to  converse,  was  absent  from  his  post  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  I  concluded  to  await  his  return.  As  soon  as  I  perused  the 
proceedings  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Lindsay's  motion  I  determined 
to  postpone  my  visit  to  London  until  a  more  propitious  moment 
for  meeting  with  our  friends. 

Notwithstanding  our  continued  successes  in  the  field  I  now  see  but 
little  prospect  for  our  immediate  recognition  by  Great  Britain,  less, 
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indeed,  than  when  my  No.  18  was  written.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  any 
continental  power  will  move  in  the  mattter  in  advance  of  her  or 
without  her  cooperation.  In  this  belief  my  mind  has  never  under- 
gone the  slightest  change  since  the  day  that  my  instructions  were 
placed  in  my  hands  by  Mr.  Toombs.  Thus  the  attempt  to  coerce 
Lord  Palmerston  has  eventuated  in  nothing  but  in  a  procrastination 
of  our  acknowledgment. 

In  the  meantime  the  destitution  and  consequent  demoralization 
of  the  industrial  classes  of  Europe  augments  from  day  to  day.  In 
this  little  kingdom  alarming  revolutionary  symptoms  are  incessantly 
multiplying.  The  operatives  in  the  mining  districts  are  in  a  state 
of  as  much  inquietude  as  those  formerly  engaged  in  the  cotton  manu- 
factories. The  laboring  population  of  Belgium  has  heretofore  been 
held  up  to  the  world  as  an  example  of  good  order.  It  is  rapidly  los- 
ing its  high  character  in  this  regard,  and  solely  for  the  want  of  our 
chief  staple.  The  effective  breaking  of  the  blockade  of  our  ports 
would  bring  speedy  relief  to  all  concerned.  But  King  Leopold,  I 
need  not  add,  is  utterly  powerless  for  such  a  consummation.  But 
for  the  mediation  of  Louis  Napoleon  in  the  Trent  imbroglio  this 
important  object  would  assuredly  have  been  accomplished  months 
ago. 

It  is  inferred  that  as  the  treaty  concluded  by  Corwin  was  not 
sanctioned  by  the  Senate  the  Lincoln  Government  will  create  no 
obstacle  to  the  consolidation  of  the  purposes  of  the  French  in  Mexico. 
This  will  hardly  fail  to  exercise  a  considerable  amount  of  influence 
upon  the  Emperor  favorable  to  that  rickety  concern.  His  Imperial 
Majesty  is  the  most  politic  of  statesmen  as  far  as  the  grandeur  and 
glory  of  the  Empire  which  he  rules  is  interested.  He  is  supposed 
to  be  almost  exclusively  preengaged  with  the  solution  of  the  Roman 
question,  and  it  seems  to  be  understood,  or  at  least  is  so  asserted, 
that  upon  the  plea  of  necessity  for  the  effectiveness  of  the  Mexican 
campaign  he  has  at  last  determined  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
Rome. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  for  you  to  know  that  the  crop  of 
cereals  in  Europe  is  considered  more  than  an  average  one  and  that 
the  harvesting  of  it  is  progressing  to  a  favorable  termination.  Bread- 
stuffs  can  not  fail  to  rule  low  in  value  next  winter,  thus  affording 
no  margin  for  profitable  shipment  from  the  Northern  States  of 
America,  however  large  their  yield. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  July  26,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  Herewith  you  have  duplicate  of  my  last  respects  of  the 
19th  instant,  per  Hero.  The  steamer  Herald  arrived  yesterday  and 
the  Kate  to-dav,  but  brought  me  no  letters. 

My  communications  to  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  contain 
everything  of  interest  that  has  since  transpired.  I  enclose  the  ac- 
count of  the  Nassau  Guardian  relative  to  the  outrage  on  the  Herald 
or  rather  on  the  British  flag.    I  sent  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts 
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to  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Mallory,  but  having  only  one  copy  of 
the  Guardian,  I  would  thank  you  after  perusal  to  hand  the  enclo- 
sure to  those  gentlemen. 

The  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  has  been  closed,  and  the 
argument  of  counsel  will  take  place  on  the  30th.  I  expect  a  deci- 
sion by  the  1st  or  2d  proximo.     It  will  be  favorable. 

The  British  brig  Lttla  from  Liverpool  to  Nassau  with  an  assorted 
cargo  and  200  tons  saltpeter  was  captured  off  the  Hole  in  the  Wall 
and  carried  into  Boston.  The  flag  has  ceased  to  afford  us  any  pro- 
tection. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Li.  Hetligee. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  14.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  July  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  29th  of  June  your  respective 
dispatches  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  brought  by  Mr.  de  Leon,  and  dated, 
respectively,  on  the  5th,  8th,  12th,  and  the  two  latter  on  the  14th  of 
April. 

Your  dispatch  No.  1  was  of  much  value  here,  as  it  gave  correct 
accounts  of  the  various  battles  fought  previous  to  its  date.  The 
English  papers  having  furnished  only  the  false  statements  of  many 
of  those  battles,  taken  from  the  Northern  press,  I  thought  it  advisable 
to  have  extracts  from  the  dispatch,  referring  to  the  most  important 
of  them,  published  here,  of  course  not  stating  the  source  whence  they 
were  derived,  but  vouched  for  only  as  from  a  source  in  the  South 
entitled  to  confidence. 

Your  No.  2  refers :  First,  to  the  interpretation  apparently  put  upon 
the  convention  of  Paris  by  Earl  Russell  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Lyons 
of  the  15th  of  February  last ;  second,  to  the  character  of  the  blockade 
and  the  interception  of  all  commerce  between  neutral  powers  and  the 
Confederate  States  by  armed  cruisers  off  the  coast,  and  suggesting 
the  inquiry  whether  this  Government  could  not  be  induced  to  require 
that  the  blockaded  ports  should  be  designated ;  and,  third,  contains  a 
disclaimer  of  any  policy  in  the  Confederate  Government  to  prohibit 
or  discourage  the  export  of  cotton. 

With  instructions  to  lay  the  views  of  the  President  on  those  sub- 
jects, as  set  forth  in  the  dispatch,  before  the  Government  here,  and  to 
press  them  on  its  consideration,  I  accordingly  addressed  a  letter 
to  Earl  Eussell,  on  the  7th  day  of  July  instant,  of  which  and  of  the 
reply  thereto  by  Mr.  Layard,  undersecretary,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  copies  herewith. 

You  will  remark  that  in  mine  to  Earl  Russell  I  quoted  from  your 
dispatch  the  just  surprise  of  the  President  at  the  terms  of  his  letter 
to  Lord  Lyons,  with  the  distinct  request  that  he  would  place  it  [in] 
my  power  to  solve  the  doubt  implied  by  the  terms  of  the  letter  in 
regard  to  the  convention  of  Paris. 

And  again,  that  as  instructed  and  for  the  reasons  there  assigned,  I 
make  a  specific  enquiry  as  to  the  practicability  of  requiring  block- 
aded ports  to  be  designated;  and  yet  the  only  notice  taken  of  the 
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letter  is  the  formal  note  of  the  undersecretary  acknowledging  its 
receipt,  but  without  allusion  even,  far  loss  an  answer,  to  the  request 
it  contained.  This  must  mean  that  the  Confederate  Government, 
not  having  been  acknowledged,  has  no  right  to  put  questions  to  the 
Government  here,  even  in  regard  to  a  public  act  entered  into  by  the 
former  at  the  request  of  the  latter.  In  the  dispatch  referred  to  you 
establish  a  right  to  make  enquiry  as  to  the  grave  addition  made  by 
the  Government  here  to  the  convention  of  Paris  on  the  fact  that  the 
Confederate  Government  accepted  the  terms  of  that  convention  at 
the  invitation  of  this  Government,  and  yet  the  British  Government 
refuses  an  answer.  It  is  difficult  to  hold  intercourse  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  unless  otherwise  instructed  I  shall,  as  at  present 
advised,  endeavor  in  any  future  communications  so  to  frame  them 
as  not  to  admit  of  the  like  discourtesy. 

The  fact  is  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  British  Government  does 
not  mean  to  abide,  except  at  its  pleasure,  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
vention of  Paris.  Neither  the  party  in  power  nor  the  opposition 
treat  with  any  favor  the  principle  in  regard  to  blockade  there  es- 
tablished, but,  notwithstanding  the  clear  and  definite  terms  of  the 
convention,  hold  it  as  subject  to  policy.    Such  is  British  faith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  also,  herewith,  copy  of  a  letter  I 
addressed  to  Earl  Russell,  dated  on  the  17th  of  July  instant,  in 
regard  to  certain  expressions  therein  referred  to,  which,  fell  from 
Lord  Palmerston  and  himself  on  American  affairs,  in  reply  to 
questions  put  to  them,  respectively,  in  Parliament,  and  which  I  hope 
will  have  the  approval  of  the  President.  It  is  notorious  here  that 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  is  both  ready  and  anxious  either  to  rec- 
ognize the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  at  once,  as  an  act 
pure  and  simple,  or  to  effect  the  same  object  by  a  tender  of  good 
offices  as  mediator,  with  the  reserve,  if  such  offer  be  declined  by  the 
United  States,  that  recognition  should  follow;  and  has  earnestly 
pressed  England  to  unite  with  him  in  one  or  the  other  measure.  It 
is  true  that  both  Lord  Palmerston  and  Lord  Russell  have  denied  that 
any  such  propositions  have  been  made  by  France,  but  it  is  equally 
true  (or  so  generally  believed)  that,  for  diplomatic  reasons,  such 
propositions,  though  really  pressed  on  England,  were  made  unoffi- 
cially, and  thus  the  ministers  felt  at  liberty  to  answer  as  they  have 
done. 

One  object  of  my  letter  was  to  place  on  the  files  of  the  foreign 
office  a  disclaimer  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States  of  any 
authority  in  the  ministry  to  impute  to  them  a  feeling  that  would 
be  offended  by  an  offer  of  mediation. 

Another  object  was  to  enter  such  disclaimer  in  advance  of  a 
motion  of  which  Mr.  Lindsay  had  given  notice  in  the  House  of 
Commons  looking  to  such  offer  of  mediation. 

Mr.  Lindsay's  motion  was  in  the  following  words: 

That,  in  the  opinion*  of  this  House,  the  Sfiites  which  have  seceded  from 
the  Union  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  have  so  long  maintained  them- 
selves under  a  separate  and  established  Government  and  have  given  such  proof 
of  their  determination  and  ability  to  support,  their  independence  that  the  pro- 
priety of  offering  mediation  with  the  view  of  terminating  hostilities  be- 
tween the  contending  parties  is  worthy  of  the  serious  and  immediate  attention 
of  her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  terms  of  the  motion  you  will  find  very  much  diluted ;  they  were 
adopted,  however,  w.m.x.v.w.x.c.d.l.t.h.l.v.c.h.p.c.s.m.p.s.e.e.v.v.o.m.p. 
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g.o.y.m.r.r.e.v.r.  [after  much  consideration  and  consultation]  as  those 
most  likely  to  avoid  any  collateral  issues  by  objectants,  and  yet  strong 
enough  to  mold  the  policy  k.m.x.y.i.r.w.w.i.i.g.k.h.j.x.  [of  the  Gov- 
ernment]. 

I  send  herewith  the  debate  on  the  motion,  taken  from  the  London 
Times,  and  at  which  I  was  present.  The  motion  was  not  pressed  to 
a  vote,  because  j.v.v.v.e.d.w.o.e.s.e.c.d.o.w.f.c.s.g.j.i.t.s.c.d.p.z.g.e.v.g.t. 
z.l.a.k.  [no  reasonable  assurance  could  be  obtained]  after  Lord  Pal- 
rnerston's  l.y.s.k.i.d.b.u.l.r.m.g.w.s.s.t.w.v.m.l.w.l.g.k.w.e.g.h.i.f.  [pro- 
test that  it  would  be  successful]. 

It  is  vexatious  and  mortifying  enough  to  find  that  the  Government 
here  can  not  be  driven  to  a  decided  position.  There  is  no  question 
but  that  the  public  sentiment  of  England  is  decidedly  with  us ;  and 
yet  even  amongst  the  most  enlightened  and  considerate  men,  both  in 
and  out  of  Parliament,  are  found  those  who,  though  participating 
in  it,  yet  insist  that  the  responsibility  being  with  the  executive, 
the  ministry  should  determine  its  own  policy. 

I  have  advised  Mr.  Slidell  of  the  opportunity  to  send  this  dispatch, 
so  that  I  hope  he  too  will  be  able  to  avail  himself  of  it.  I  was  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Slidell  a  few  days  since  that  he  had  had  an  interview 
with  the  Emperor,  after  which  he  had  determined  to  send  a  formal 
note  to  M.  Thouvenel  asking  for  recognition,  and  suggesting  I  should 
make  a  like  demand  here  in  order  that  when  the  fact  of  his  request 
should  be  communicated  by  the  French  Government  to  Earl  Russell 
the  latter  could  not  reply  that  no  such  request  had  been  made  of 
this  Government.  Mr.  Slidell  has  promised  to  send  me  notes  of 
what  passed  at  his  interview  with  the  Emperor,  as  well  as  of  an 
interview  which  he  subsequently  had  with  M.  Thouvenel,  but  I 
have  not  yet  received  them.  I  am  not  aware,  therefore,  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  led  him  to  the  request  at  this  time,  but  his  judg- 
ment of  the  propriety  of  doing  so,  after  his  interview  with  the  Em- 
peror, was,  of  course,  conclusive  with  me. 

Mr.  Slidell  presented  his  letter  to  M.  Thouvenel  on  the  23d  of 
July  instant,  and  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  like 
import  to  Earl  Russell,  dated  on  the  24th,  and  delivered  to  him  on 
that  day.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  private  note,  dated  on  the  same 
day,  asking  for  an  interview,  copy  of  which  I  also  transmit  here- 
with, but  up  to  this  time  I  have  received  no  answer  to  either;  thus 
the  matter  stands  at  present. 

July  31. — I  had  written  so  far  on  yesterday,  and  to-day  received 
from  Mr.  Slidell  his  dispatches  for  the  Department,  and  which  by 
his  permission,  I  have  read.  They  accompany  this.  I  should  think 
with  him  that,  if  England  still  holds  back,  there  are  incentives  to 
the  Emperor  which  may  lead  him  to  take  the  advance.  I  have  as 
yet,  although  seven  days  have  elapsed  since  my  letter  to  Earl  Russell 
asking  ior  recognition  and  my  note  requesting  an  interview  have 
been  sent  in,  received  no  answer. 

It  may  be  that  England  will  not  answer  until  full  communication 
has  been  had  with  France,  but  I  see  no  like  reason  for  delay  in  an 
interview,  if  that  is  to  be  granted. 

•  Y°Ur  a?'  31!mfaTI\ed  t0,  mf  the  obJects  of  Mr-  de  Le°n's  mission 
in  regard  to  which  I  have  had  a  full  conversation  with  him  As  the 
most  intelligent  counsel  and  active  coadjutor,  I  put  him  in  communi- 
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cation  with  Mr.  Spence,  of  Liverpool,  who  was  good  enough  to  come 
to  London  to  meet  him.  You  will  have  known  Mr.  Spence  as  the 
most  efficient  and  able  advocate  here  through  the  press  of  Southern 
interests. 

In  the  same  dispatch,  No.  3,  is  contained  the  President's  views, 
very  strongly  expressed,  of  the  indirect  effect  produced  on  the 
people  and  government  at  the  North  by  the  failure  of  European 
powers  to  recognize  our  independence  in  that  it  implies  a  tacit  belief 
in  those  powers  of  the  possible  subjugation  of  the  Southern  States. 
It  was  chiefly  to  present  these  views  to  her  Majesty's  Government 
that  I  asked  for  the  interview  with  Earl  Russell.  They  are  certainly 
cogent,  and  would  have  effect  with  a  government  not  willingly  deaf, 
but  as  my  communication  with  this  Government  may  be  called  for 
in  Parliament  before  it  is  prorogued,  I  thought  it  better  to  present 
them  orally  than  to  embody  them  in  my  letter  to  Earl  Russell. 
Should  the  interview  be  declined,  I  will  send  them  in  a  supplemental 
note  to  the  foreign  office. 

I  observe  in  Mr.  Slidell's  dispatches  that  he  has  applied  to  the 
French  Government  for  permission  to  send  and  receive  dispatches 
through  the  public  ships  of  France;  if  allowed,  I  suppose  I  may 
have  access  to  them  through  him.  Beyond  this,  I  know  of  no  other 
mode  of  certainty  with  reasonable  dispatch  in  communicating  with 
the  Department  unless  it  can  be  done  as  follows.  The  mails  from 
here  to  Nassau,  as  I  learn,  go  via  New  York  in  a  sealed  bag,  and 
whilst  in  transit  are  in  charge  of  British  functionaries.  I  presume 
it  would  not  be  objected  that  we  should  send  dispatches  under  cover 
to  our  Government  agent  at  Nassau  by  this  route,  although  this 
latter  is  not  certain.  From  Nassau  they  could  be  taken  by  a  fast 
steamer  of  light  draft  to  be  put  on  such  service  by  the  Government. 

I  shall  send  this  and  Mr.  Slidell's  dispatches  by  Mr.  Fearn,  secre- 
tary to  the  commission  at  Madrid,  who  is  here  on  his  way  home,  and 
hopes  to  run  the  blockade  successfully. 

Parliament  is  to  be  prorogued  on  the  5th  of  August.  There  is 
great  uneasiness  in  regard  to  the  increasing  famine  in  the  cotton 
districts,  beyond  the  reach  of  existing  poor  rates,  now  increasing 
fearfully  every  day,  and  with  the  certainty  of  being  far  worse  as  win- 
ter approaches,  a  state  of  things  that  must  enter,  whether  avowed  or 
no,  into  the  deliberations  of  the  ministry  in  its  action  on  our  affairs. 

I  think  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Seymour  Fitzgerald,  in 
the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  were  intended  to  convey  the 
views  and  opinions  of  his  party,  the  Tories  or  Conservatives,  of  which 
he  is  a  trusted  organ.  He  lives  near  me,  and  we  have  had  much  social 
intercourse.  They  are  certainly  those  he  expresses  freely  in  con- 
versation. 

It  seems  conceded  that  Lord  Derby  could  take  the  helm  at  his 
pleasure,  but  there  are  political  reasons  which  deter  him  from  oust- 
ing Palmerston  at  present.  Indeed,  it  is  intimated  that  he  is  under 
a  committal  to  p.o.i.h.y.p.m.o.  [the  Queen]  not  to  move  against  the 
existing  Government,  during  the  period  k.m.l.v.v.a.z.f.w.v.g.r.p.k.y. 
c.y.d.g.n.  [of  her  present  mourning]. 

X.y.i.y.m.q.c.p.  [the  Queen]  has  not  been  in  London  since  my  ar- 
rival here,  now  six  months,  but  passes  and  repasses  b.y.s.d.s.d.j  .p.v.e.x. 
r.r.r.m.y.o.k.h.o.e.f.j.s.x.k.q.f.u.y.l.y.e.  [from  Osborne  to  Windsor  and 
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Balmoral.  She]  remains  in  great  seclusion  and  it  is  more  than  whis- 
pered that  apprehension  is  entertained  lest  o.o.i.  [she]  lapse  e.u.x.f. 
m.y.a.b.r.z.t.  [into  insania]. 

August  2. — The  last  preceding  pages  bear  date  on  the  31st  of  July. 
After  they  were  written  I  received  a  note  from  Earl  Russell,  dated 
on  that  day,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy.  You  will  see  that  the  reason 
assigned  for  the  delay  in  answering  my  note  of  the  31st  of  July,  was 
that  he  might  submit  a  draft  of  the  answer  to  the  cabinet  on  Satur- 
day (to-day,  Aug.  2).  I  have  little  hope  that  it  will  be  satisfac- 
tory; still,  it  may  be  of  importance  that  it  should  reach  you  by  the 
earliest  opportunity,  and  I  have  been  able  to  make  arrangements 
to  delay  the  departure  of  Mr.  Fearn  until  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant, 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  in  time  to  accompany  this  dispatch. 

You  will  see,  too,  that  Lord  Russell  has  declined  the  interview 
I  propose,  because  he  "  does  not  think  any  advantage  would  arise 
from  it."  I  have  no  further  solution  to  this  apparently  uncourteous 
refusal.  Thus  cut  off,  I  thought  it  best,  in  a  supplement  to  my  let- 
ter of  the  24th  July,  to  bring  before  him  the  views  presented  in 
your  last  instructions,  and  to  ask  that,  as  supplemental,  they  might 
be  considered  as  part  of  the  letter  of  the  24th  July.  The  supple- 
ment, as  you  will  see,*  bears  date  of  the  1st  of  August,  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  receipt  of  his  note,  and  was  sent  to  him  on  the  same  day, 
so  that  it  might  be  before  the  cabinet  on  the  day  following. 

I  shall  keep  this  dispatch  open  to  await  the  answer  of  Lord  Rus- 
sell promised  on  Monday,  the  4th  instant. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  the  Government  to  know  something  of 
the  state  of  parties  here.  I  send,  therefore,  taken  from  the  London 
Times,  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  night,  containing 
the  summing  up  on  both  sides,  or  rather,  including  the  tertium  quid 
represented  by  Mr.  Cobden.  You  will  see  from  it  that  although 
the  ministry  is  by  no  means  firmly  seated  in  the  saddle,  yet  the  oppo- 
sition is  not  prepared  to  unhorse  them. 

I  enclose  also  a  letter,  taken  from  the  Times,  of  Sir  Edmund 
Head,  the  late  Governor  of  Canada,  and  who  is  considered  here  a 
gentleman  of  intelligence,  with  sound  and  strong  judgment,  and  as 
he  is  of  the  ministerial  party  his  views  may  have  weight  with  the 
Government. 

August  4. — On  Saturday  night,  the  2d  instant,  I  received  the 
answer  of  Lord  Russell,  which  he  led  me  to  expect  would  not  come 
in  until  to-day.  I  annex  a  copy  herewith.  His  note  apprised  me 
that  it  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  cabinet  council,  and  is  to  be  taken, 
therefore,  as  the  judgment  of  the  Government.  You  will  remark 
that,  after  some  recital,  the  conclusion  is  made  to  rest  upon  the 
statements  in  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  "that  a  large  portion  of  the 
once  disaffected  population  has  been  restored  to  the  Union,  and  now 
evinces  its  legal  and  firm  adherence  to  the  Government;  that  the 
white  population  now  in  insurrection  is  under  5,000,000,  and  that'the 
Southern  Confederacy  owes  its  main  strength  to  the  hope  of  assist- 
ance from  Europe."  It  results  that  the  Government  here  shuts  its 
eyes  to  accumulating  proofs  coming  by  every  arrival  from  the  North, 
showing  that  the  Northern  mind  is  now  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
Union  feeling  at  the  'South ;  that  in  every  city  that  has  been  seized, 

*  Copy  sent  herewith. 
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after  vain  attempts  to  seduce  its  population,  the  generals  have  been 
obliged  to  disband  the  municipal  authorities,  from  their  refusal  to 
give  in  their  adherence,  to  imprison  all  the  leading  citizens,  because 
of  their  like  refusal ;  that  wherever  the  armies  approach,  the  popu- 
lation recedes,  and  fraternizes  nowhere.  I  say  the  Government 
shuts  its  eyes  to  all  this  and  relies  on  the  open  mendacity  of  Mr. 
Seward  as  the  excuse  for  its  position. 

It  is  said  that  the  cabinet  were  much  divided  on  the  question.  I 
can  venture  to  predict  nothing,  but  if  our  expectations  from  France 
should  not  be  disappointed,  it  may  yet  be  that  they  may  be  dragged 
into  an  ungraceful  reversal  of  their  decision. 

As  interesting  and  bearing  upon  the  finances  of  the  enemy,  it  may 
be  useful  to  state  that  there  is  every  reason  now  to  expect  at  least 
an  average  crop  from  the  present  harvest  in  England;  the  weather 
has  been  fair,  and  in  everything  favorable  to  it  for  the  last  three 
weeks,  and  in  a  few  days  more  the  farmers  will  begin  to  cut  the 
grain.  The  other  crops  of  roots  and  cereals  are  said  to  promise 
unusual  abundance. 

I  have  under  consideration  the  propriety  and  duty  of  a  reply  to 
Earl  Russell's  letter,  commenting  freely,  but  respectfully,  on  its  po- 
sitions, exposing  Mr.  Seward  and  adducing  proofs  of  the  statements 
on  which  I  relied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  July  7,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  instructed  by  a  recent  dispatch  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  bring  to  the  atten- 
tion of  your  lordship,  what  would  seem  to  be  an  addition,  engrafted 
by  her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  principle  of  the  law  of  blockade, 
as  established  by  the  convention  of  Paris,  in  1856,  and  accepted  by 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  at  the  invitation  of  her  Majesty's 
Government. 

In  the  instructions  to  me,  the  text  of  the  convention  of  Paris  is 
quoted  in  the  following  words : 

Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective:  that  is  to  say,  main- 
tained by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of  the  enemy. 

And  the  dispatch  of  the  .Secretary  of  State  then  proceeds : 

The  Confederate  States,  after  being  recognized  as  a  belligerent  power  by 
the  Governments  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  were  informally  requested  by 
both  those  powers  to  accede  to  this  declaration,  as  being  a  correct  exposition 
of  international  law.    Thus  invited,  this  Government  yielded  its  assent. 
******* 

Great,  then,  was  the  surprise  of  the  President,  at  finding  in  the  published 
correspondence  before  alluded  to  [referring  to  the  papers  laid  before  Parliament 
touching  the  American  blockade]  the  following  expressions  of  Earl  Russell,  in 
his  letter  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  15th  of  February  last : 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  assuming  that 
the  blockade  was  duly  notified,  and  also  that  a  number  of  ships  is  stationed 
and  remains  at  the  entrance  of  a  port,  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  it; 
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or  to  create  an  evident  danger  of  entering  or  leaving  it;  and  that  these  ships 
do  not  voluntarily  permit  egress  or  ingress,  the  fact  that  various  ships  may 
have  successfully  escai>eU  through  it  (as  in  the  particular  instance  referred  to) 
will  not,  of  itself,  prevent  the  blockade  from  being  an  effectual  one,  by  interna- 
tional law." 

You  will  perceive  that  the  words  I  have  underscored  are  an  addition  to  the 
definition  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

If  such  be  the  interpretation  placed  by  Great  Britain  on  the  treaty  of  1856, 
it  is  but  just  that  this  Government  should  be  so  officially  informed.  Certain  it 
is  that  this  Government  did  not,  nor  could  it,  anticipate  that  the  very  doctrines 
in  relation  to  blockade  formerly  maintained  by  Great  Britain,  and  which  all 
Europe  supposed  to  be  abandoned  by  the  treaty  of  1856,  would  again  be 
asserted  by  that  Government. 

The  language  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  may  not 
have  been  intended  to  bear  the  construction  now  attributed  to  it,  but  it  is 
evidently  susceptible  of  this,  interpretation,  and  we  can  not  be  too  cautious  in 
guarding  our  rights  in  a  matter  which  must  in  the  future,  as  well  as  the 
present,  so  deeply  involve  the  interests  of  the  Confederacy. 

As  a  warrant  for  the  assertion  in  the  dispatch  of  the  secretary 
that  the  superadded  words  promulgated  a  "  doctrine  in  relation  to 
blockade  formerly  maintained  by  Great  Britain,"  I  am  referred  by 
him  to  the  text  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Rlussia,  in 
1801,  as  follows: 

That  in  order  to  determine  what  characterizes  a  blockaded  port,  that  de- 
nomination is  given  only  where  there  is  by  the  disposition  of  the  power  which 
attacks  it  with  ships  stationary  or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger  in 
entering.     (Art.  Ill,  sec.  4.) 

The  force  and  effect  of  these  superadded  words,  it  must  be  plain 
to  your  lordship,  has  materially  and  most  prejudicially  affected,  and 
must  continue  so  to  affect  during  the  existing  war,  the  interests  of 
the  Confederate  States,  nor  could  this  be  better  shown  than  by  the 
illustration,  adopted  in  the  letter  referred  to,  from  your  lordship  to 
Lord  Lyons,  that — 

The  fact  that  various  ships  may  have  escaped  through  it  [the  blockade]  will 
not,  of  itself,  prevent  the  blockade  from  being  an  effectual  one,  by  interna- 
tional law. 

It  may  be  readily  admitted  that  the  fact  that  various  ships  enter- 
ing or  leaving  a  port  have  successfully  escaped  a  blockading  squad- 
ron does  not  show  that  there  may  not  have  been  an  evident  danger 
in  so  entering  or  leaving  it,  but  it  certainly  does  show  that  the 
blockade  was  not,  in  the  language  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  "main- 
tained by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of 
the  enemy." 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  request  for  the  information  of 
my  Government  that  your  lordship  will  be  good  enough  to  enable 
me  to  solve  the  doubt  entertained  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  as  to  the  construction  placed  by  the  Government  of  her  Ma- 
jesty on  the  text  of  the  convention  of  Paris  as  accepted  by  the 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  terms  hereinbefore 
cited ;  that  is  to  say,  whether  a  blockade  is  to  be  considered  effective 
when  maintained  at  an  enemy's  port  by  a  force  sufficient  to  create 
"  a"  ?vldent  danger  of  entering  or  leaving  it,  and  not  alone  where 
sufficient  really  to  prevent  access." 

On  the  subject  of  the  alleged  blockade  T  have  received  from  the 
Department  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  am  instructed 
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to  lay  before  your  Lordship  as  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  the  accompanying  lists  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared 
at  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  the  month  of  November  and  De- 
cember, 1861,  and  of  January,  February,  and  March,  1862,  at  the 
port  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  for  the  months  of  October,  November,  and 
December,  1861 ;  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  for  the  months  of  December, 
1861,  and  January  and  February,  1862;  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  for 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  1861,  and  February,  1862; 
at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  for  the  months  of  December,  1861,  and  January 
and  February,  1862 ;  at  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  for  the  months  of  Decem- 
ber, 1861,  and  January,  1862;  and  at  Port  Lavaca,  Tex.,  in  January, 
1862. 

The  doctrines  of  international  law  certainly  are  that  war  does  not 
put  an  end  to  commerce  between  belligerent  and  neutrals  except  at 
ports  and  places  actually  blockaded,  and  yet  in  the  strange  and 
anomalous  pretensions  of  the  United  States,  apparently  acquiesced 
in  by  neutral  powers,  all  commerce  between  neutrals  and  the  Con- 
federate States  is  prohibited  along  an  entire  coast  line  of  some  2,500 
miles.  Armed  vessels  cruise  along  the  coast  and  capture  all  neutrals 
that  fall  in  their  way  on  the  allegation  that  the  entire  coast  is  under 
blockade.  The  Confederate  States,  as  is  known,  have  never  been 
commercial,  their  carrying  trade  being  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  other  nations.  Were  it  otherwise,  little  effect  would  be  produced 
upon  their  commerce  by  this  misnamed  blockade.  As  it  is  the  few 
ships  and  other  vessels  owned  by  them  have  from  the  beginning  of 
the  war  been  actively  and  profitably  employed  in  carrying  their 
products  to  foreign  ports  and  in  bringing  back  supplies.  Not  one  in 
ten  in  the  large  number  of  voyages  so  made,  it  is  believed,  has  been 
captured,  and  had  that  respect  been  exacted  for  neutral  rights  which 
the  law  of  nations  provides  commerce  between  Europe  and  the  Con- 
federate States  would  have  been  comparatively  but  little  interrupted ; 
and  in  this  view  I  am  instructed  to  inquire  whether  it  may  not  be 
practicable  to  require  of  the  blockading  to  specify  from  time  to 
time  the  ports  claimed  to  be  actually  blockaded.  Besides  the 
larger  ports  (few  in  number  in  the  Confederate  States)  there  are  a 
number  of  smaller  towns  accessible  from  the  sea,  where  commerce 
continues  to  be  carried  on  with  foreign  nations  in  the  few  vessels 
possessed  by  Confederate  owners,  and  were  blockaded  ports  desig- 
nated these  latter  would  at  once  be  open  to  the  commerce  of  the 
world  in  everything  not  contraband.  How  far  this  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  neutral  powers  it  remains  for  them  to  determine.  The 
article  of  cotton  alone  taken  from  such  ports  which  are  not  and 
have  not  been  actually  blockaded  but  commerce  which  is  inter- 
cepted by  armed  cruisers  occasionally  passing  along  the  coast  would 
go  far  to  supply  the  pressing  demands  of  European  manufacturers. 

In  this  connection  I  am  instructed  emphatically  to  disclaim  any 
policy  in  the  Confederate  States  Government  to  prohibit  or  dis- 
courage the  export  of  cotton.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  enemy  to 
propagate  such  belief,  and  perhaps  to  some  extent  it  may  have 
obtained  credence  in  Europe.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  instructed  to 
assure  her  Majesty's  Government  that  if  Europe  is  without  Amer- 
ican cotton  it  is  because  Europe  has  not  thought  it  proper  to  send 
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her  ships  to  America  for  cotton.  Were  the  blockading  power  required 
strictly  to  designate  the  ports  and  places  blockaded,  and  to  main- 
tain the  same  by  adequate  force  from  those  other  ports  thus  clearly 
ascertained  to  be  opened  to  trade,  any  amount  of  cotton  required 
would  be  freely  offered  in  exchange  for  the  manufactures  of  Europe. 
There  is  no  lack  of  this  great  article  of  export  in  the  interior  of 
the  Southern  States.  It  has  not  been  brought  to  the  seaboard,  because 
there  was  little  demand  for  exportation,  and  it  would  otherwise  be 
subject  to  depredation  by  the  enemy.  Wherever  they  approach  it 
is  destroyed  by  fire  to  prevent  its  falling  into  their  hands;  but  let 
the  blockaded  ports  be  designated,  as  required  by  public  law,  and 
it  will  flow  freely  to  the  coast  at  other  points  thereby  opened  to  the 
trade  of  the  world. 

There  is  one  subject  further  in  connection  with  this  alleged  block- 
ade to  which  I  am  directed  to  call  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
Government.  It  is  that  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  are 
stationed  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  with  orders  not  to  permit 
shipments  of  cotton  to  be  made  from  the  Mexican  port  of  Matamoras. 
It  is  claimed  that  cotton  taken  from  the  Confederate  States  to  Mata- 
moras is  lawful  subject  of  capture.  In  proof  of  this,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  A. 
Quintero,  the  commercial  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Mata- 
moras, to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  need  not  say  to  your  lordship  that  although  a  maritime  blockade 
may  in  some  sense  be  frustrated  by  the  carriage  of  merchandise, 
through  the  medium  of  interior  communication,  from  a  blockaded  to 
a  neutral  port,  when  shipped  from  the  latter  it  is  no  breach  of 
blockade,  yet  this  is  now  done  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  a 
river  forming  the  boundary  between  Mexico  and  the  Confederate 
State  of  Texas. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 

Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Foreign  Office,  July  10,  186£. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  and  its  enclosures  respecting  the  block- 
ade of  the  southern  coast  of  North  America. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  H.  Layard. 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq., 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  July  17,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  In  late  proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  in  reply  to  en- 
quiries made  in  each  House  as  to  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment to  tender  offices  of  mediation  to  the  contending  powers  in 
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North  America,  it  was  replied,  in  substance,  by  Lord  Palmerston 
and  your  lordship,  that  her  Majesty's  Government  had  no  such 
intention  at  present,  because  although  this  Government  would  be 
ever  ready  to  offer  such  mediation  whenever  it  might  be  considered 
that  such  interposition  would  be  of  avail,  it  was  believed  by  the 
Government  that  in  the  present  inflamed  or  irritated  temper  of  the 
belligerents  any  such  offer  might  be  misinterpreted  and  might  have 
an  effect  contrary  to  what  was  intended. 

I  will  not  undertake,  of  course,  to  express  any  opinion  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  view  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  so  far  as  it  may 
apply  to  the  Government  or  people  of  the  United  States.  But  as 
the  terms  would  seem  to  have  been  applied  equally  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  I  feel  war- 
ranted in  the  declaration  that  whilst  it  is  the  unalterable  purpose  of 
that  Government  and  people  to  maintain  the  independence  they  have 
achieved,  whilst  under  no  circumstances  or  contingencies  will  they 
ever  again  come  under  a  common  government  with  those  now  con- 
stituting the  United  States;  and  although  they  do  not,  in  any  form, 
invite  such  interposition,  yet  they  can  see  nothing  in  their  position 
which  could  make  either  offensive  or  irritating  a  tender  of  such 
offices  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government  as  might  lead  to  a 
termination  of  the  war,  a  war  hopelessly  carried  on  against  them, 
and  which  is  attended  by  a  wanton  waste  of  human  life,  at  which 
humanity  shudders.  On  the  contrary,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  that 
such  offer  would  be  received  by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  with  that  high  consideration  and  respect  due  to 
the  benign  purpose  in  which  it  would  have  its  origin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  Mason, 
Special  Commissioner. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 

Her  Majesty' 's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Foreign  Office,  July  2j.,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  .of  your  letter 
of  the  17th  instant  respecting  the  intention  expressed  by  her  Maj- 
esty's Government  to  refrain  from  any  present  offer  of  mediation 
between  the  Contending  parties  in  North  America,  and  I  have  to 
state  to  you  in  reply  that  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment any  proposal  to  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  Southern 
Confederacy  would  irritate  the  United  States,  and  any  proposal  to 
the  Confederate  States  to  return  to  the  Union  would  irritate  the 
Confederates. 

This  was  the  meaning  of  my  declaration  in  Parliament  upon  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Russell. 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq., 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place. 


500  LIST  OF  PAPERS. 

[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

54  Devonshire  Street, 
Portland  Place,  July  24,  1862. 
Mr.  Mason  presents  his  compliments  to  Earl  Russell,  and,  if  agree- 
able to  his  lordship,  Mr.  Mason  would  be  obliged  if  Earl  Russell 
would  allow  him  the  honor  of  an  interview  at  such  time  as  may  be 
convenient  to  his  lordship. 

Mr.  Mason  desires  to  submit  to  Earl  Russell  some  views  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  letter  he  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith, 
which  he  thinks  may  be  better  imparted  in  a  brief  conversation. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  July  24,  1862. 

My  Lord:  In  the  interview  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with  your 
lordship  in  February  last  I  laid  before  your  lordship,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  views 
entertained  by  that  Government  leading  to  the  belief  that  it  was  of 
right  entitled  to  be  recognized  as  a  separate  and  independent  power 
and  to  be  received  as  an  equal  in  the  great  family  of  nations. 

I  then  represented  to  your  lordship  that  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  of  the  States  of  North  America  by  the  withdrawal  therefrom 
of  certain  of  the  Confederates  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term;  far  less  was  it  to  be 
considered  as  an  act  of  insurrection  or  rebellion;  that  it  was,  both 
in  fact  and  in  form,  but  the  termination  of  a  confederacy  which  dur- 
ing a  long  course  of  years  had  violated  the  terms  of  the  Federal 
compact  by  the  exercise  of  unwarranted  powers,  oppressive  and  de- 
grading to  the  minority  section;  that  the  seceding  parties  had  so 
withdrawn  as  organized  political  communities  and  had  formed  a 
new  confederacy  comprising  then  as  now  13  separate  and  sovereign 
States,  embracing  an  area  of  870,610  square  miles,  and  with  a  popu- 
lation of  12,000,000.  This  new  confederacy  has  now  been  in  com- 
plete and  successful  operation  as  a  government  for  a  period  of 
nearly  18  months;  has  proved  itself  capable  of  successful  defense 
against  every  attempt  to  subdue  or  destroy  it ;  and  in  a  war  conducted 
by  its  late  confederates  on  a  scale  to  tax  their  utmost  power  has 
presented  everywhere  a  united  people,  determined  at  every  cost  to 
maintain  the  independence  they  had  affirmed. 

Since  that  interview  more  than  five  months  have  elapsed,  and  dur- 
ing that  period  events  have  but  the  more  fully  confirmed  the  views 
I  then  had  the  honor  to  present  to  your  lordship.  The  resources 
strength,  and  power  in  the  Confederate  States,  developed  by  those 
events,  1  think  authorize  me  to  assume,  as  the  judgment  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  all  Europe,  that  the  separation  of  the  States  of  North 
America  is  final ;  that,  under  no  possible  circumstances,  can  the  late 
Federal  Union  be  restored ;  that  the  new  confederacy  has  evinced 
both  the  capacity  and  the  determination  to  maintain  its  independ- 
ence, and  therefore,  with  other  powers,  the  question  of  recognizing 
that  independence  is  simply  a  question  of  time. 
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The  Confederate  States  ask  no  aid  from,  nor  intervention  by, 
foreign  powers.  They  are  entirely  content  that  the  strict  neutrality 
which  has  been  proclaimed  between  the  belligerents  should  be  ad- 
hered to,  however  unequally  it  may  operate  (because  of  fortuitous 
circumstances)  upon  them. 

But  if  the  principles  and  the  morals  of  the  public  law  be,  when  a 
nation  has  established  before  the  world,  both  its  capacity  and  its 
ability  to  maintain  the  government  it  has  ordained,  that  a  duty  de- 
volves on  other  nations  to  recognize  such  fact,  then  I  submit  that  the 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  having  sustained 
itself  unimpaired  through  trials  greater  than  most  nations  have 
been  called  to  endure,  and  far  greater  than  any  it  has  yet  to  meet, 
has  furnished  to  the  world  sufficient  proof  of  stability,  strength,  and 
resources  to  entitle  it  to  a  place  amongst  the  independent  nations  of 
the  earth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  Mason, 
Special  Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  J 

The- Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 

Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

Foreign  Office,  July  31, 1862. 

Lord  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Mason.  He  begs  to 
assure  Mr.  Mason  that  it  is  from  no  want  of  respect  to  him  that 
Lord  Russell  has  delayed  sending  an  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  24th 
instant. 

Lord  Russell  has  postponed  sending  that  answer  in  order  that  he 
might  submit  a  draft  of  it  to  the  cabinet  on  Saturday  next.  It  will 
be  forwarded  on  Monday  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Lord  Russell  does  not  think  any  advantage  would  arise  from  the 
personal  interview  which  Mr.  Mason  proposes  and  must  therefore 
decline  it. 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq., 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  August  1,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  In  the  interview  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  in  my  late 
note  I  had  intended,  briefly,  to  submit  the  following  views,  which 
I  thought  might  not  be  without  weight  in  the  consideration  to 
be  given  by  her  Majesty's  Government  to  the  request  for  recognition 
of  the  Confederate  States,  submitted  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  July, 
ultimo.  I  ask  leave  now  to  present  them  as  supplemental  to  that 
letter. 

If  it  be  true,  as  there  assumed,  that  in  the  settled  judgment  of 
England,  the  separation  of  the  States  is  final,  then  the  failure  of 
so  great  a  power  to  recognize  the  fact  in  a  formal  manner  imparts 
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an  opposite  belief,  and  must  operate  as  an  incentive  to  the  United 
States  to  protract  the  contest. 

In  a  war  such  as  that  pending  in  America,  where  a  party  in  pos- 
session of  the  Government  is  striving  to  subdue  those  who,  for 
reasons  sufficient  to  themselves,  have  withdrawn  from  it,  the  contest 
will  be  carried  on,  in  the  heat  of  blood  and  of  popular  excitement, 
long  after  its  object  has  become  hopeless  in  the  eyes  of  disinterested 
parties. 

The  Government  itself  may  feel  that  its  power  is  made  inadequate 
to  bring  back  the  recusant  States  and  yet  be  unable,  at  once,  to  con- 
trol the  fierce  elements  which  surround  it,  whilst  the  war  rages. 
Such,  it  is  confidently  believed,  is  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  in 
America. 

It  is  impossible,  in  the  experience  of  18  months  of  no  ordinary 
trial,  in  the  small  results  attained,  and  in  the  manifest  exhaustion  of 
its  resources,  that  any  hope  remains  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  either  of  bringing  about  a  restoration  of  the  dissevered 
Union  or  of  subjugating  those  who  have  renounced  it.  And  yet  the 
failure  of  foreign  powers  formally  to  recognize  this  actual  condition 
of  things  disables  those  in  authority  from  conceding  the  fact  at  home. 

Again,  it  is  known  that  there  is  a  large  and  increasing  sentiment  in 
the  United  States  in  accordance  with  these  views,  a  sentiment  which 
has  its  origin  in  the  hard  teachings  of  the  war,  as  it  has  progressed. 

It  was  believed,  or  so  confidently  affirmed,  that  there  was  a  large 
party  in  the  Southern  States  devoted  to  the  Union,  whose  presence 
and  power  would  be  manifested  there  as  soon  as  the  public  force  of 
the  United  States  was  present  to  sustain  it.  I  need  not  say  how 
fully  the  experience  of  the  war  has  dispelled  this  delusion. 

Again,  it  was  believed  and  confidently  relied  on  that  in  the  social 
structure  of  the  Southern  States  there  was  a  large  population  of  the 
dominant  race  indifferent,  if  not  hostile,  to  the  basis  on  which  that 
social  structure  rests;  in  which  they  were  not  interested;  and  who 
would  be  found  the  allies  of  those  whose  mission  was  supposed  to  be 
in  some  way  to  break  it  up.  But  the  same  experience  has  shown  that 
the  whole  population  of  the  South  is  united  as  one  people  in  arms 
to  resist  the  invader. 

Nothing  remains,  then,  on  which  to  rest  any  hope  of  conquest  but 
a  reliance  on  the  superior  numbers  and  the  supposed  greater  re- 
sources of  the  Northern  States.  I  think  the  result  of  the  last,  or 
pending  campaign,  has  proved  how  idle  such  expectations  were 
against  the  advantages  of  a  people  fighting  at  home  and  bringing 
into  a  common  stock  of  resistance,  as  a  free-will  offering,  all  that 
they  possessed,  whether  of  blood  or  treasure;  a  spectacle  now  his- 
torically before  the  world. 

It  is  in  human  experience  that  there  must  be  those  in  the  United 
States  who  can  not  shut  their  eyes  to  such  facts,  and  yet,  in  the 
despotic  power  now  assumed  there  by  the  Government,  to  give  ex- 
pression to  any  doubt  would  be  to  court  the  hospitalities  of  the 
dungeon. 

One  word  from  the  Government  of  her  Majesty  would  encourage 
those  people  to  speak,  and  the  civilized  world  would  respond  to  the 
truths  they  would  utter,  that  for  whatever  purpose  the  war  was 
begun,  it  was  continued  now  only  in  a  vindictive  and  unreasoning 
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spirit,  shocking  alike  to  humanity  and  to  civilization.  That  potent 
word  would  simply  be  to  announce  the  fact,  which  a  frenzied  mind 
only  could  dispute,  that  the  Southern  States,  now  in  a  separate  Con- 
federacy, had  established  before  the  world,  their  competency  to  main- 
tain the  Government  of  their  adoption,  and  their  determination  to 
abide  by  it. 

To  withhold  it  would  not  only  seem  in  derogation  of  truth,  but 
would  be  to  encourage  the  continuance  of  a  war,  hopeless  in  its  ob- 
jects, ruinous  alike  to  the  parties  engaged  in  it  and  to  the  prosperity 
and  welfare  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  your  lordship  will  receive  this  as 
supplemental  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  July,  and  to  subscribe, 
With  great  respect,  your  Lordship's,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 

Her  Majesty^s  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

[Enclosure  No.  9.] 

Foreign  Office,  August  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  of  July  24  and 
1st  instant,  in  which  you  repeat  the  considerations  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  en- 
title that  Government  to  be  recognized  of  right  as  a  separate  and 
independent  power  and  to  be  received  as  an  equal  in  the  great  family 
of  nations. 

In  again  urging  these  views,  you  represent  as  before  that  the 
withdrawal  of  certain  of  the  confederates  from  the  Union  of  the 
States  of  North  America  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  revolution  in 
the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term,  far  less  an  act  of  insurrection 
or  rebellion,  but  as  the  termination  of  a  confederacy  which  had  dur- 
ing a  long  course  of  years  violated  the  terms  of  the  Federal  com- 
pact. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  in  the  outset  that  upon  this  question  of  a  right 
of  withdrawal,  as  upon  that  of  the  previous  conduct  of  the  United 
States,  her  Majesty's  Government  have  never  presumed  to  form  a 
judgment.  The  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  character  and  proceedings  of  the  President  and  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  under  the  Constitution,  must  be  deter- 
mined, in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  by  the  States  and 
people  in  North  America,  who  inherited  and  have  till  recently  up- 
held that  Constitution.  Her  Majesty's  Government  decline  alto- 
gether the  responsibility  of  assuming  to  be  judges  in  such  a  con- 
troversy. 

You  state  that  the  Confederacy  has  a  population  of  12,000,000; 
that  it  has  proved  itself  for  18  months  capable  of  successful  defense 
against  every  attempt  to  subdue  or  destroy  it ;  that  in  the  judgment  of 
the  intelligence  of  all  Europe  the  separation  is  final ;  and  that  under 
no  possible  circumstances  can  the  late  Federal  Union  be  restored. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
has  affirmed,  in  an  official  dispatch,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  once 
disaffected  population  has  been  restored  to  the  Union  and  now 
evinces  its  loyalty  and  firm  adherence  to  the  Government ;  that  the 
white  population  now  in  insurrection  is  under  5,000,000,  and  that  the 
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Southern  Confederacy  owes  its  main  strength  to  the  hope  of  assist- 
ance from  Europe. 

In  the  face  of  the  fluctuating  events  of  the  war — the  alternations  of 
victory  and  defeat — the  capture  of  New  Orleans,  the  advance  of  the 
Federals  to  Corinth,  to  Memphis,  and  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
as  far  as  Vicksburg  contrasted,  on  the  other  hand,  with  the  failure 
of  the  attack  on  Charleston,  and  the  retreat  from  before  Kichmond, 
placed,  too,  between  allegations  so  contradictory  on  the  part  of  the 
contending  powers,  her  Majesty's  Government  are  still  determined 
to  wait. 

In  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  independent  nations 
of  the  earth,  a  State  ought  to  have  not  only  strength  and  resources 
for  a  time,  but  afford  promise  of  stability  and  permanence.  Should 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  win  that  place  among  nations, 
other  nations  might  justly  acknowledge  an  independence  achieved 
by  victory  and  maintained  by  a  successful  resistance  to  all  attempts 
to  overthrow  it.  That  time,  however,  has  not,  in  the  judgment  of 
her  Majesty's  Government,  yet  arrived.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  can  only  hope  that  a  peaceful  termination  of  the 
present  bloody  and  destructive  contest  may  not  be  distant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Russell. 


Department  or  State, 
Richmond,  August  1, 1862. 
Dear  Madam  :  I  have  the  honor  by  instruction  of  the  President  to 
enclose  you  a  check  for  $2,500,  appropriated  by  him  (out  of  the  small 
fund  placed  at  his  disposal  for  secret  service)  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  valuable  and  patriotic  service  rendered  by  you  to  our  cause. 
Happy  to  be  the  medium  of  this  communication, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Mrs.  Rose  Greenhow, 

Richmond. 
P.  S. — Please  acknowledge  receipt  to  serve  me  as  a  voucher  in  the 
department. 

J.  P.  B. 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  August  i,  1862. 
Dear  Madam  :  I  have  the  honor  by  instruction  of  the  President  to 
enclose  you  a  check  for  $500  appropriated  by  him  (out  of  the  small 
fund  placed  at  his  disposal  for  secret  service)  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  valuable  and  patriotic  service  rendered  by  you  to  our  cause. 
Happy  to  be  the  medium  of  this  communication, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Mrs.  Baxley,  Richmond. 

p   S.— Please  acknowledge  receipt  to  serve  me  as  a  voucher  in  the 
department. 

J.P.  B. 


MST  OF  PAPERS.  505 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  August  i, . 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  26th  ultimo,  in  original  and  du- 
plicate, per  Leopard  and  Minho. 

Captain  Watson,  of  H.  M.  S.  Petrel,  whilst  in  Key  West  ten  days 
since,  made  a  demand  for  the  release  of  the  steamer  Adela,  on  the 
ground  that  she  was  on  a  lawful  voyage  from  Bermuda  to  Nassau, 
and  that  she  was  captured  moreover  only  2£  miles  from  Abaco.  The 
reply  was  that  the  case  must  take  its  usual  course  in  the  prize  court. 
I  am  told  the  correspondence  was  quite  tart,  and  shall  endeavor  to 
procure  a  copy  for  you. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Smith,  supercargo  of  the  Columbia,  and  agent  of  S. 
Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  intends  to  visit  Richmond,  and  I  have  given 
him  a  letter  to  you. 

Mr.  Isaac  of  the  above  firm  died  on  the  29th  ultimo  of  fever. 

The  case  of  the  Oreto  was  argued  yesterday,  and  the  court  an- 
nounced that  it  would  render  the  decree  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow.  I 
may  possibly  be  able  to  apprise  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the 
result  by  this  conveyance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyliger. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No  9.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  August  4,  J 862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatch  No. 
1,  from  the  State  Department,  dated  14th  April,  and  signed  by  Mr. 
W.  M.  Browne,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  from  which  I  have  the 
gratification  of  learning  that  my  course,  so  far  as  then  known  to  the 
department  through  my  dispatches  Nos.  1  and  2,  dated  respectively 
January  6  and  February  1,  is  approved,  and  that  from  and  after 
the  expiration  of  the  first  six  months  of  my  service,  my  salary  is 
raised  to  $2,400  per  annum,  and  my  contingent  allowance  to  $S,000 

£er  annum.     According  to  this  rate  I  have  received  from  Edwin  de 
>eon,  esq.,  etc.,  one-half  year's  salary  and  contingent  allowance,  to 
wit,  $2,700. 

Though  I  have  always  sent  duplicates,  and  in  some  cases  tripli- 
cates of  my  communications,  so  many  are  kaown  to  me  to  have  been 
lost,  and  the  fate  of  the  others  is  so  uncertain  that  a  brief  recapitu- 
lation of  their  principal  contents  may  not  be  out  of  place  here. 

A  month  after  my  arrival  in  this  country,  so  soon  as  I  felt  capable 
of  expressing  an  intelligent  judgment  of  the  state  of  public  opinion, 
I  addressed  you  my  dispatch  No.  4,  dated  February  28,  and  as  my 
maturer  experience  has  only  served  to  confirm  me  in  my  then  impres- 
sion, I  can  not  do  better  than  enclose  an  extract  from  that  dispatch. 
I  therein  describe  what  I  consider  public  opinion  when  quietly  poised 
on  its  center  of  gravity,  and  after  five  months  zealously  devoted  to 
studying  and  influencing  it,  I  am  convinced  that  though  it  has  been 
swayed  to  and  fro  by  the  events  of  the  war,  its  center  of  gravity  is 
still  the  same.  Intense  selfishness  overshadows  all  other  national 
characteristics,  and  this  selfishness  is  narrow-minded,  because  there  is 
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not  now  any  truly  great  individual  intelligence  to  shape  the  national 
policy.  Lord  Palmerston's  blood  is  chilled  by  extreme  old  age ;  Earl 
Kussell  thinks  procrastination  the  perfection  of  statesmanship.  The 
Conservative  party  has  scarcely  a  distinctive  principle  except  the 
traditional  loyalty  to  the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  and  as  the  Queen 
desires  peace  and  quiet  in  her  mourning,  and  is  besides  a  sympathizer 
with  the  North,  that  party  is  paralyzed  in  American  policy. 

Hence  it  happens  that  though  the  Conservative  party  is  unanimous 
in  our  favor,  yet  its  recognized  leaders,  Derby,  Disraeli,  Walpole,  and 
others,  have  carefully  avoided  committing  themselves  in  any  manner 
to  our  cause,  and  the  party  itself  has  given  us  but  a  lukewarm  and 
indirect  parliamentary  support.  At  least  five-sixths  of  the  lower 
house  and  all  the  peers,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  arc 
friendly  to  us,  but  there  are  very  few  indeed  who  carry  that  friend- 
ship so  far  as  to  oppose  the  Government  in  power.  Thus  the  cabinet 
is  left  supreme  arbiter  in  American  affairs.  What  actuates  it  mainly 
is  an  exaggerated  fear  of  war,  and  especially  of  the  safety  of  Canada. 
When  our  arms  are  successful  they  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope 
that  the  ardently  desired  independence  of  the  South  is  about  to  be 
secured  without  danger  to  themselves;  when  reverses  befall  us,  they 
lack  the  decision,  I  might  say  the  courage,  to  act.  There  are  those 
also,  both  in  and  out  of  cabinet,  whose  American  policy  is  summed 
up  in  an  expression  ascribed  to  Carlyle,  "that  the  war  is  like  the 
burning  out  of  a  very  dirty  chimney,  at  which  the  neighbors  may 
look  on  with  composure  and  self-congratulation."  These  desire  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  North  to  render  Canada  safe,  and  the  utter  annihila- 
tion of  the  South  to  remove,  as  they  think,  the  most  formidable 
competitor  of  India. 

I  met,  a  few  days  ago,  by  arrangement,  Mr.  Gladstone,  the  chan- 
celor  of  the  exchequer,  at  a  private  dinner  table,  and  had  several 
hours'  conversation  with  him.  -He  is,  of  all  the  members  of  the 
cabinet,  supposed  to  be  the  most  friendly  to  us,  and  his  manner  and 
language  certainly  so  impressed  me.  I  purposely  abstained  from 
introducing  any  topic,  but  contented  myself  with  replying  to  his 
queries.  Supposed  difficulties  in  settling  the  boundaries  between  the 
Confederate  and  United  States,  and  the  dangers  arising  to  Canada 
from  the  termination  of  the  war,  were  the  chief  topics  he  selected. 
Incidentally,  I  found  an  opportunity  for  holding  out  to  him,  without 
committing  the  Government,  a  prospect  which  I  knew  would  be 
peculiarly  agreeable  to  him,  viz,  the  equalization  of  the  currency 
between  the  greatest  producing  and  the  greatest  manufacturing  coun- 
tries in  the  world,  which  would  take  place  if,  as  I  thought  probable, 
the  Confederate  States  found  it  to  their  interest  to  reduce  the  value 
of  their  dollar  so  as  to  make  it  equal  to  4  shillings  sterling.  With  the 
same  view  I  caused  an  article  on  this  subject,  written  by  a  gentleman 
well  versed  in  finance,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Index.  On  the  question 
of  Indian  cotton  supply,  Mr.  Gladstone  expressed  no  sanguine  hopes, 
and  thought  it  could  not  be  relied  upon  except  in  the  event  of  a 
permanent  annihilation  of  the  productive  resources  of  the  South. 
Ihe  only  other  salient  feature  of  Mr.  Gladsone's  conversation  was 
an  emphatic  prediction  that  the  war  would  speedily  end  in  the 
acknowledged  independence  of  the  South. 

Mr.  Lindsay's  motion  and  the  debate  thereon  in  Parliament,  you 
will  find  fully  reported  in  No.  14  of  the  Index,  accompanying  this. 
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Another  debate  will  probably  arise  this  evening  in  the  House, of 
Lords  on  a  call  for  Mr.  Mason's  formal  demand  for  recognition  re- 
cently sent  in,  but  I  fear  that  I  shall  be  compelled  to  dispatch  this 
before  the  result  is  known.  On  this  head,  besides,  you  will  no  doubt 
be  more  fully  informed  by  Mr.  Mason  than  I  can  inform  you  without 
transgressing  the  bounds  of  my  proper  province. 

While  the  foundations  of  public  opinion  have  not,  as  I  endeavored 
to  show,  materially  changed,  yet  there  is  a  gratifying  progress  to  re- 
port in  its  outward  manifestations.  The  heroic  self-sacrifice  and  un- 
daunted courage  of  our  people  could  not  be  witnessed  by  the  most 
callous  spectators  without  extorting  a  certain  reluctant  admiration. 
Inveterate  prejudices  have  been  shaken,  and  especially  has  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  gained  in  the  world's  opinion  by  the  events  of  the 
war.  Men  also  have  sought  to  know  us  better,  and  with  that  knowl- 
edge has  come  a  higher  appreciation  of  our  national  character.  The 
dignified  tone  of  our  official  documents  could  not  but  be  contrasted 
with  the  outgivings  of  the  Northern  authorities,  and  there  is  not  a 
man  in  all  England  so  lost  to  self-respect  as  to  defend  the  conduct  of 
Generals  Butler  and  Mitchell.  Thus  have  our  acts  and  the  acts  of 
our  God-forgetting  enemies  raised  us  in  the  estimation  of  mankind, 
and  given  a  practical  refutation  to  the  slanders  of  half  a  century, 
which  perhaps  could  not  have  been  given  in  any  other  manner. 

My  course  in  discharging  the  duties  with  which  you  have  honored 
me,  can  be  briefly  described.  I  made  my  debut  in  London  journalism 
by  an  article  for  the  Morning  Post,  which  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  placed  as  a  leading  editorial  in  a  very  conspicuous  position,  and 
to  attract  a  share  of  the  public  attention.  I  was  similarly  fortunate 
in  gaining  access  to  the  columns  of  the  Herald,  the  opposition  organ, 
with  which  I  have  since  continued  the  closest  connection.  Personal 
courtesies  to  the  editors  and  some  efforts  in  procuring  subscriptions 
to  those  papers  among  the  Southerners  in  England  have  been  the 
means  employed  for  cementing  the  intimacy.  Encouraged  by  suc- 
cess and  impressed  with  the  importance  of  having  a  recognized 
organ  to  which  our  friends  could  look  for  facts  and  arguments,  and 
which  might  also  serve  as  a  channel  of  communication  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  commenced  on  the  1st  of  May  the  publication  of  the 
Index,  to  which  I  have  since  devoted  my  principal,  though  not  ex- 
clusive efforts.  Thanks  to  friends,  whom,  without  ciphers,  it  may 
not  now  be  prudent  to  name,  I  could  form  a  sufficiently  correct 
opinion  of  the  arguments  which  had  most  weight  with  the  cabinet, 
and  to  these  from  week  to  week  I  devoted  myself.  To  address  a 
general  public  by  this  means,  I  could  not  hope,  but  I  might  reach 
those  by  whom  public  opinion  is  formed,  and  I  could  thus  not  only 
multiply  my  powers  of  usefulness,  but  indirectly  influence  many 
whom  it  was  worse  than  useless  to  seek  to  influence  directly.  I  may 
fairly  say  that  upon  the  whole  the  paper  is  fulfilling  its  objects, 
despite  many  shortcomings,  as  I  am  compelled  to  rely  aimost 
wholly  upon  my  own  labors,  and  my  physical  as  well  as  intellectual 
powers  sometimes  flag  from  sheer  exhaustion  from  the  unremitting 
strain  upon  them.  My  eyes  have  suffered  most,  and  I  am  now  un- 
able to  read  small  print  or  to  write  by  artificial  light,  forced  there- 
fore to  depend  on  the  aid  of  a  private  secretary  or  amanuensis. 

I  mention  this  that  you  may  judge  indulgently  of  the  inequalities 
which  appear  in  the  editorial  conduct  of  the  Index.    The  necessity 
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of  a  parsimonious  economy  in  the  management  of  an  enterprise 
which  can  have  no  prospect  of  commercial  success  precluded  me  from 
employing,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent,  paid  assistance.  But  a 
still  greater  difficulty  arises  from  the  extremely  limited  number  of 
able  and  available  pens  sufficiently  versed  in  American  affairs  to  be 
made  useful.  With  enlarged  means  and  time  I  hope  to  educate,  so 
to  speak,  a  coterie  of  first-class  writers  to  this  service,  and  I  think 
it  worthy  of  your  future  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  continue,  at  the  cost  of  a  small  quarterly  subsidy,  the  pub- 
lication of  such  an  organ  after  the  present  necessity  for  it  shall  have 
ceased  to  exist.  Thus  far  it  has  cost  the  Government  but  little.  Two 
personal  friends  of  mine  and  zealous  laborers  of  the  cause,  Mr.  A.  P. 
Wetter,  of  Savannah,  and  Mr.  H.  O.  Brewer,  of  Mobile,  have  ad- 
vanced me  the  amount  necessary  for  its  establishment,  and  I  have 
undertaken  to  devote  £15  per  week  to  its  support.  This  amount  I 
charge  to  my  contingent  allowance  so  far  as  that  suffices,  and  the 
deficit  I  am  prepared  to  bear  myself  in  the  event  that  you  should 
not  sanction  the  expenditure.  I  was  compelled  to  assume  this  re- 
sponsibility, and  with  it  this  risk,  as  the  absence  of  any  regular  or 
prompt  communication  with  you  made  it  impossible  to  consult  you 
or  await  your  orders.  When  I  left  Richmond  in  November  last  I 
was  not  able  to  foresee  that  the  scope  of  my  labors  would  extend  so 
rapidly  and  so  widely  as  it  has  done.  By  unexpected  good  fortune 
my  opportunities  for  usefulness  have  been  multiplied  far  beyond 
my  hopes,  and  I  should  have  been  unworthy  of  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me  had  I  failed  to  seize  them  from  unwillingness  to  assume  re- 
sponsibilities even  at  the  risk  of  pecuniary  losses,  which  I  could  ill 
afford.  When  such  opportunities  occurred  and  my  own  means  did 
not  suffice  to  embrace  them,  I  impressed  others  with  the  importance 
of  supplying  the  deficiency,  and  thus,  wherever  found  work  to  do, 
it  has  done  it  to  the  best  of  its  power.  If  I  have  erred  in  any  way, 
1  may  plead  that  it  has  not  been  from  lack  of  zeal,  of  industry,  or  of 
devotion  to  my  duties. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

Addendum. — Just  as  I  close  this  a  reliable  friend  steps  in  to  inform 
me  that  there  have  been  three  successive  cabinet  meetings  on  the 
answer  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Mason's  demand,  and  that  each  time  the 
cabinet  was  evenly  divided,  Mr.  Gladstone  leading  the  party  in  favor 
of  recognition. 

P.  S.— I  take  the  liberty  of  directing  your  attention  to  the  merits 
of  Mr.  von  Borcke,  an  able  cavalry  officer  of  the  Prussian  Army,  who 
has  gone  to  the  Confederate  States  to  tender  his  sword.  He  has 
succeeded  in  reaching  a  Confederate  port  but  was  compelled,  owing 
to  his  vessel  being  boarded,  to  destroy  the  letters  of  introduction  to 
the  President,  yourself,  and  other  members  of  the  cabinet,  with 
which  he  had  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Macfarland,  and 
myself.  It  is  on  account  of  this  irreplaceable  loss  that  I  feel  induced 
to  add  a  word  of  testimony  to  his  high  character  as  a  gentleman  and 
an  officer. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H. 
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No.  15.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  August  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  closed  my  disptach  under  date  of  yesterday,  but  Mr.  Fearn 
not  having  yet  left  London,  I  have  the  opportunity  of  sending  here- 
with the  debate  last  night  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  motion  of 
Lord  Campbell  for  the  correspondence  between  the  "  Envoy  of  the 
Confederate  States"  and  the  foreign  office,  and  which,  as  you  will 
see,  Lord  Eussell  declined  to  lay  before  the  House  because  "  unoffi- 
cial." 

There  was  not  the  same  objection  last  winter  to  lay  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  commissioners  before  the  House  of  Commons,  ad- 
verted to  by  Lord  Campbell.  I  am  to  suppose,  therefore,  it  was 
founded  in  the  reluctance  of  Earl  Russell  to  publish  to  the  British 
world  his  letter  to  me,  which  from  what  I  know  of  the  feeling  in 
England  he  might  well  at  present  be  disposed  to  suppress.  The 
debate  will  at  least  keep  you  au  courant. 

And  as  it  may  not  reach  you  through  other  channels  I  send  also 
herewith,  taken  from  the  London  Times  of  this  morning,  the  last 
letter  of  its  New  York  correspondent,  giving  his  views  of  the  state 
of  things  at  the  North  as  late  as  the  22d  of  July. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CONSULADO  DE  EsPANA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  August  5,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  apprise  you  that  a  young  Spanish  gentleman  is  here 
under  my  charge  who  was  a  passenger  on  board  of  the  brig  B.  T. 
Martin,  bound  from  Philadelphia  to  Cardenas,  captured  by  the  priva- 
teer York.  He  had  been  at  college  near  that  city  and  was  return- 
ing to  his  family  and  his  home.  The  vessel  being  run  on  shore  and 
afterwards  burnt  by  the  enemy,  he  lost  all  his  books,  baggage,  etc., 
and  desirous  of  getting  North  to  find  another  transit,  I  applied  to 
General  Huger  for  a  flag  of  truce  which  he  was  unable  to  grant  nor, 
as  he  told  me,  would  my- own  flag  be  respected  by  General  Butler, 
my  aim  and  desire  being  to  convey  him  to  Old  Point  to  avail  of  the 
steamer  from  thence  to  Baltimore.  I  lay  this  matter  before  you  to 
see  if  you  can  relieve  me,  at  same  time  advising  you  that  I  have  ap- 
prised the  Spanish  Minister  of  the  facts,  but  have  received  no  reply 
from  him  as  yet,  and  my  young  friend  is  very  unquiet  under  the 
delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  faithful  servant, 

Dn.  Robertson, 
Consul  for  Spain. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  at  Richmond. 

I  am  well  known  among  your  Mississippi  friends,  having  a  brother 
at  Natchez  and  am  the  brother-in-law  of  the  late  John  Henderson, 
of  Pass  Christian  and  New  Orleans. 
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Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  August  11, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  carefully  examined  the  legislation  of  Congress  with 
a  view  to  answer  3'our  enqiury  whether  you  have  authority  to  "  ap- 
point an  officer  of  the  Regular  Army  to  the  temporary  rank  of  briga- 
dier-general for  duty  as  adjutant  and  inspector  general." 

The  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  "  provide  for  the  public  defense," 
approved  6th  March,  1861,  only  authorizes  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-generals  after  brigades  have  been  organized,  and  to  act  as 
commanding  officers  of  the  brigades  so  organized.  Under  this  law, 
therefore,  your  question  must  be  clearly  answered  in  the  negative. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  act  "  for  the  establishment  and  organiza- 
tion of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  "  approved  6th  March, 
1881,  provides  that  "  there  shall  be  four  brigadier-generals  who  shall 
be  assigned  to  such  commands  and  duties  as  the  President  may  spe- 
cially direct." 

The  act  of  the  14th  March,  1861,  in  its  second  section  "  added 
one  brigadier-general  to  those  heretofore  authorized  by  law,  and 
any  one  of  the  brigadier-generals  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States  may  be  assigned  to  the  duty  of  adjutant  and  inspector-general 
at  the  discretion  of  the  President." 

Under  these  two  acts  five  brigadier-generals  were  appointed,  and 
one  of  them  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  adjutant  and  inspector-gen- 
eral. They  were  raised  to  the  rank  of  general  by  the  act  of  May  16, 
1861,  but  no  other  change  was  made. 

The  authority  granted  by  those  two  laws  has  thus  been  exhausted, 
and  your  question  still  remains  answered  in  the  negative.  Now,  in 
regard  to  staff  duties  to  be  performed  by  officers  of  the  Regular 
Army,  I  find  but  two  other  provisions:  First,  the  ninth  section  of 
the  act  of  16th  of  May,  1861,  authorizes  the  President  "  to  assign 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  to  staff  duty  with  vol- 
unteers or  provisional  troops  and  to  confer  on  them  while  so  em- 
ployed the  rank  corresponding  to  the  staff  duties  they  are  to  per- 
form." Second,  the  act  of  21st  May,  1861,  authorizes  the  President 
"  to  confer  temporary  rank  and  command  for  service  with  volunteer 
troops  on  officers  of  the  Confederate  Army,  etc." 

These  two  provisions,  passed  at  interval's  of  only  five  days,  clearly 
provide  for  distinct  cases.  The  last-mentioned  law  has  reference  only 
to  temporary  rank  and  command,  and  justifies  the  appointment  of  a 
brigadier-general  only  for  the  purposes  of  command.  The  former 
law  is  therefore  the  only  one  remaining  under  which  the  power  in 
question  can  be  exercised,  if  it  exists  at  all. 

Let  us  then  examine  the  law  critically.  You  may  "  assign  officers 
of  the  Confederate  Army  to  staff  duty  "  and  you  may  "  confer  on 
them  while  so  employed  the  rank  corresponding  to  the  staff  duties 
they  are  to  perform." 

STow  the  law  providing  a  general  staff  for  the  Regular  Army,  and 
(in  so  far  as  concerns  the  Department  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector- 
general)  originally  allowed  no  higher  rank  than  that  of  colonel,  act 
No.  37,  26th  February,  1861. 

By  the  amended  act  of  14th  March,  1861  (No.  67),  the  personnel 
of  the  Department  was  changed  and  made  to  consist  of  two  assistant 
adjutant-generals  with  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  two  with  the  rank 
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of  major,  and  four  with  rank  of  captain,  and  you  were  authorized  to 
assign  one  of  the  brigadier-generals  to  the  duty  of  adjutant  and  in- 
spector-general. 

It  results  from  this  examination  that  there  exists  in  the  Regular 
Army  no  higher  rank  in  the  staff  department  of  the  adjutant-general 
than  that  of  lieutenant-colonel.  How  is  it  in  the  provisional  army 
or  volunteers?  The  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  6th  March,  1861,  only 
allows  "  the  same  organization  "  as  the  Regular  Army  to  which  I 
have  just  referred. 

Finally,  the  act  No.  202,  passed  on  the  3d  August,  1861,  authorizes 
the  President  "on  application  and  recommendation  of  a  major- 
general  or  brigadier-general  to  appoint  from  civil  life  persons  to  the 
staff  of  such  office  who  shall  have  the  same  rank  and  pay  as  if  ap- 
pointed from  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,"  and  act  No.  203 
authorizes  you  to  appoint  "  as  many  assistant  adjutants-general  as 
the  services  may  require  whose  rank  shall  correspond  with  that  of  the 
assistant  adjutant-general  in  the  Regular  Army." 

It  is  to  me  perfectly  plain  on  a  review  of  this  whole  legislation 
that  it  never  was  in  contemplation  of  Congress  that  there  should  be 
any  rank  of  brigadier-general  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Department 
in  the  provisional  army,  and  none  but  a  negative  answer  can  be  given 
to  your  question. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

To  The  President. 

No.  11.]  Paris,  August  12, 1862. 

Sir:  My  last  was  of  25th  ultimo.  Since  then  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Fould,  minister  of  finance;  Mr.  Rouher,  minister  of  commerce;  and 
Mr.  Baroche,  president  of  the  council  of  state  and  minister  sans 
porte-feuille.  Most  of  the  others  have  been  absent  from  Paris.  I 
have  had  long  conversations  with  the  above-named  gentlemen,  but 
it  would  be  superfluous  to  repeat  them,  as  they  elicited  nothing  im- 
portant which  is  not  embodied  in  my  narrative  of  interview  with 
the  Emperor  and  M.  Thouvenel  of  21st  ultimo.  I  learn  that  it  has 
been  the  subject  of  more  than  one  discussion  in  cabinet  council,  but 
that  nothing  had  been  formally  decided  as  late  as  yesterday.  Still 
from  what  fell  from  Mr.  Baroche,  whom  I  saw  this  morning,  I  am 
very  much  inclined  to  think  that  the  waiting  policy  of  England  is  to 
be  followed  here.  The  idea  is  that  the  isolated  action  of  France 
would  not  be  attended  with  any  favorable  results,  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  would  stimulate  the  North,  give  a  fresh  impetus  to 
enlistments,  and  have  an  outward  influence  on  the  approaching  con- 
gressional elections.  Such  is  the  opinio  expressed  by  Mr.  Mercier, 
and  which  naturally  has  great  weight  here.  I  have  strenuously  com- 
bated this  opinion  and  appealed  to  the  constant  efforts  of  the  Lincoln 
Cabinet  to  delay  recognition,  the  vehement  appeals  of  Seward  on  the 
subject,  and  the  ill-disguised  apprehension  of  the  entire  Northern 
press  as  evidence  of  the  erroneous  view  which  Mr.  Mercier  had 
taken  of  the  subject.  I  have  insisted  upon  the  importance  attached 
to  recognition  by  the  Government  and  people  of  the  Confederate 
States,  upon  the  moral  influence  which  we  believe  it  would  exercise 
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on  the  Northern  mind  as  a  fair  offset  to  Mr.  Mercier's  opinion,  but  I 
fear  without  avail.  Still  our  cause  is  evidently  gaining  ground,  and 
should  the  approaching  elections  result,  as  I  believe  they  will  in  the 
absence  of  European  recognition,  in  the  return  of  an  immense  ma- 
jority of  abolitionists  and  extreme  partisans  of  the  war  I  believe 
that  this  Government  at  least  will  be  prepared  to  move  in  our  favor. 
I  have  it  from  good  authority 1  that  about  a  fortnight  since  the  con- 
tinental powers  were  asked  by  a  circular  note  to  give  their  opinion 
as  to  the  expediency  of  recognizing  the  Confederate  States. 

The  person  from  whom  I  have  this  information  does  not  know 
what  has  been  the  nature  of  the  replies,  but  I  was  told  yesterday  by 
Count  Persigny,  with  whom  I  am  in  constant  communication,  that 
Russia  has  returned  a  very  decided  negative  response. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Thouvenel's  very  friendly  reception  and  his 
apparent  frankness,  he  made  no  allusion  to  this  circular,  and  I  am 
satisfied  from  reliable  sources  that  he  is  decidedly  hostile  to  our 
cause.  The  only  other  minister,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  who  shares 
this  feeling  is  Mr.  Chasseloup-Laubat,  of  the  marine. 

All  my  dispatches  have  been  sent  in  duplicate.     Even  with  this 
precaution  it  is  probable  that  many  have  not  reached  the  State  De- 
partment.    So  soon  as  I  shall  know  which  of  them  are  missing  I 
shall  forward  other  copies,  so  that  the  series  may  be  complete. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sljdell. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  August  H,  1862. 

Sir  :  We  are  informed  that  an  arrangement  has  been  recently 
concluded  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of 
Denmark  for  transferring  to  the  Danish  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
Africans  who  may  be  captured  from  slavers  and  brought  into  the 
United  States.  We  are  not  informed  of  the  precise  terms  of  this 
agreement  and  can  of  course  have  no  objection  to  offer  to  its  execu- 
tion, if  confined  to  the  class  of  persons  above  designated — that  is,  to 
Africans  released  by  the  United  States  from  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade  in  violation  of  laws  and  treaties. 

It  has  been,  however,  suggested  to  the  President  that  under  cover 
of  this  agreement  the  United  States  may  impose  upon  the  good  faith 
of  the  Government  of  Denmark,  and  make  it  the  unwitting  and 
innocent  participant  in  the  war  now  waged  against  us.  The  recent 
legislation  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  action  of 
its  military  authorities  betray  the  design  of  converting  the  Avar  into 
a  campaign  of  indiscriminate  robbery  and  murder1.  I  inclose  here- 
with, a  letter  of  the  President  to  the  general  commanding  in  chief 
°J  our  armies,  and  a  general  order  on  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of 
Major-General  Pope  now  commanding  the  enemy's  forces  in  northern 
Virginia,  that  you  may  form  some  faint  idea  of  the  atrocities  which 
are  threatened.     The    act  of    the    Congress    of  the    United    States 

1  Count  de  Morny. 
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(of  which  a  copy' is  inclosed),  decreeing  the  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  all  persons  engaged  in  what  that  law  terms  a  rebellion, 
includes  as  you  are  aware  the  entire  property  of  all  the  citizens  of  the 
Confederacy.  The  same  law  decrees  substantially  the  emancipation 
of  all  our  slaves;  and  an  Executive  order  of  President  Lincoln  di- 
rects the  commanders  of  his  armies  to  employ  them  as  laborers  in 
the  military  service.  It  is  well  known,  however,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  restrictive  terms  of  this  order,  several  of  his  generals  openly 
employ  the  slaves  to  bear  arms  against  their  masters  and  have  thus 
inaugurated,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  a  servile  w  ir  of  whose 
horrors  mankind  has  had  a  shocking  example  within  thv.  memory  of 
many  now  living.  The  perfidy,  vindictiveness,  and  savage  cruelty 
with  which  the  war  is  waged  against  us  have  had  but  few  parallels  in 
the  annals  of  nations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  however,  finds  itself  greatly 
embarrassed  in  the  execution  of  its  schemes  by  the  difficulty  of  dis- 
posing of  the  slaves  seized  by  its  troops  and  subjected  to  confiscation 
by  its  barbarous  laws. 

The  prejudice  against  the  negro  race  is,  in  the  Northern  States, 
so  intense  and  deep-rooted  that  the  migration  of  our  slaves  into  those 
States  would  meet  with  violent  opposition  both  from  their  people 
and  local  authorities.  Already  riots  are  becoming  rife  in  the  North- 
ern cities,  arising  out  of  conflicts  and  rivalries  between  their  white 
laboring  population  and  the  slaves  who  have  been  carried  from  Vir- 
ginia by  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Yet  these  are  an  inappre- 
ciable fraction  of  the  negro  population  of  the  South.  It  is  thus 
perceived  that  the  single  obstacle  presented  by  the  difficulty  of  dis- 
posing of  slaves  seized  for  confiscation  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  check 
in  a  very  great  degree  the  execution  of  the  barbarous  policy  inaugu- 
rated by  our  enemies. 

The  repeated  instances  of  shameless  perfidy  exhibited  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  during  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
justify  us  in  the  suspicion  that  bad  faith  underlies  every  act  on 
their  part  having  a  bearing,  however  remote,  on  the  hostilities  now 
pending.  When,  therefore,  the  President  received  at  the  same  time 
information  of  two  important  facts :  One,  that  the  United  States  were 
suffering  grave  embarrassments  from  the  presence  within  their  lim- 
its of  the  slaves  seized  from  our  citizens;  the  other,  that  the  United 
States  has  agreed  to  transfer  to  Denmark,  for  transportation  to  the 
Danish  West  Indies,  all  Africans  captured  at  sea  from  slave-trading 
vessels,  he  felt  that  there  was  just  reason  to  suspect  an  intimate  con- 
nection between  these  facts,  and  that  the  purpose  of  our  treacherous 
enemy  was  to  impose  on  the  good  faith  of  a  neutral  and  friendly 
power  by  palming  off  our  own  slaves  seized  for  confiscation  by  the 
enemy  as  Africans  rescued  at  sea  from  slave  traders. 

You  are  specially  instructed  to  observe  that  the  President  enter- 
tains no  apprehension  that  the  Government  of  Denmark  would  for 
one  moment  swerve  from  the  observance  of  strict  neutrality  in  the 
war  now  raging  on  this  continent;  still  less  that  it  would  fail  dis- 
dainfully to  reject  any  possible  complicity  however  remote  in  the 
system  of  confiscation,  robbery,  and  murder  which  the  United  States 
have  recently  adopted  under  the  sting  of  defeat  in  their  unjust  at- 
tempt to  subjugate  a  free  people.    His  only  fear  is  that  the  cabinet 
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of  Copenhagen  may  (as  has  happened  to  ourselves)  fail  to  suspect 
in  others  a  perfidy  of  which  they  themselves  are  incapable.  His  only 
purpose  in  instructing  you,  as  he  now  does,  to  communicate  the  con- 
tents of  this  dispatch  to  the  Danish  minister  of  foreign  affairs  (and, 
if  deemed  advisable,  to  furnish  a  copy  of  it)  is  to  convey  the  informa- 
tion which  has  given  rise  to  the  suspicions  entertained  here.  The 
President  hopes  thus  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  success  in  any  at- 
tempt that  may  be  made  to  deceive  the  servants  of  his  Danish 
Majesty  by  delivering  to  them  for  conveyance  to  the  West  Indies 
our  slaves  seized  for  confiscation  by  the  enemy  instead  of  Africans 
rescued  on  the  high  seas. 

You  are  requested  to  proceed  to  Copenhagen  by  the  earliest  practi- 
cable conveyance  and  execute  the  President's  instructions  on  this 
subject  without  unnecessary  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Brussels,  Belgium. 


No.  5.] 

Department  or  State, 

Richmond,  August  14, 1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  receive  herewith  my  dispatch  No.  4,  containing  the 
President's  instructions  in  relation  to  the  recent  convention  concluded 
between  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Denmark.  It  was 
deemed  proper  to  include  no  other  matters  in  that  dispatch  in  order 
that  you  might  be  able  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  entire  paper,  if  deemed 
advisable. 

I  now  acknowledge  your  dispatch  of  3d  June  (No.  11)  which 
reached  me  on  29th  July,  with  its  enclosed  copy  of  your  note  to  Mr. 
Rogier.  The  President  directs  me  to  express  his  approval  of  this  note 
and  at  the  same  time  to  suggest  that  you  may  now  well  act  in  your 
communications  with  foreign  courts  on  the  basis  of  the  unquestioned 
justice  of  our  cause,  without  tendering  further  argument  on  the  sub- 
ject. When  these  States  first  exercised  their  reserved  rights  of  with- 
drawing from  the  Union  it  was  eminently  proper  that  Europe,  im- 
perfectly acquainted  with  our  system  of  government,  should  be  en- 
lightened on  the  true  nature  of  the  relations  between  the  State  and 
Federal  Governments.  But  now,  when  appeal  to  the  common  sense 
of  justice  of  the  nations  has  failed  to  elicit  any  further  response  than 
a  timid  neutrality  scarcely  covering  an  evident  dread  of  the  power 
of  our  arrogant  foe,  we  prefer  speaking  in  other  tones  and  insisting 
that  an  admission  into  the  family  of  nations  is  a  right  which  we  have 
conquered  by  the  sword.  How  long  could  nine-tenths  of  the  powers, 
who  are  seated  with  recognized  right  at  the  family  board  of  civilized 
nations,  have  sustained  the  onset  that  we  have  defined  and  repelled? 
The  very  nations  that  now  halt  and  hesitate  as  to  our  power  to  main- 
tain our  independence  are  plainly  withheld  from  its  acknowledgment 
by  their  reluctance  to  provoking  the  hostility  of  a  foe  whom  they  fear, 
but  whom  we  resolutely  resist  and  overcome.  The  motto  of  the 
ancient  Roman  is  but  half  adopted  by  European  potentates.    They 
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may  be  ready     parcere  subjectis,"  but  they  are  certainly  reluctant 
"  debellare  superbos." 

In  the  code  of  modern  international  law,  the  nation  which  pre- 
sents itself  with  an  organized  government  and  an  obedient  people, 
with  institutions  created  by  the  free  will  of  the  citizens,  and  with 
numerous  armies  that  crush  all  the  attempts  of  the  most  powerful 
foe  to  subjugate  it;  which  is  aiming  at  no  conquest,  seeking  no  ad- 
vantages, and  steadily  bent  on  securing  nothing  but  the  inherent 
rights  of  self-government,  such  a  nation  may  insist,  and  with  some 
degree  of  stern  self-assertion,  demand  its  right  of  recognition  from 
those  who  may  expect  hereafter  to  maintain  with  it  relations  of 
mutual  advantage  in  the  exchange  of  good  offices  and  the  freedom  of 
commercial  intercourse.  It  is  preferred  therefore  that  in  any  com- 
munication you  may  now  initiate  with  the  Danish  court,  while  the 
utmost  deference  and  courtesy  are  observed,  the  tone  of  official  corre- 
spondence be  placed  on  the  higher  ground  above  indicated  [rather] 
than  on  any  argument  in  support  of  the  justice  of  our  cause. 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  add  to  my  history  of  the  events 
of  the  war,  but  1  doubt  not  that  long  ere  this  dispatch  can  reach  you, 
you  will  have  received  news  of  other  and  important  successes  of 
our  arms. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Brussels,  Belgium. 


No.  20.]  25  Rue  Rotale, 

Brussels,  August  15,  1862. 

Sir:  Twelve  months  ago  the  chances  seemed  to  be  quite  as  favor- 
able for  our  acknowledgment  as  an  independent  country  by  Great 
Britain  and  France  as  they  are  at  the  present  time.  The  evidence 
accumulates  that  both  of  those  powers  at  heart  desire  a  prolongation 
of  the  war  in  order  that  the  belligerents  may  harm  each  other  as 
much  as  possible.  While  neither  would  willingly  perhaps  see  the 
Southrons  overpowered  by  the  Yankees,  they  appear  to  be  alike  in- 
different to  the  amount  of  blood  the  former  may  shed  in  defence  of 
their  soil,  so  long  as  they  can  seriously  impair  the  strength  of  the 
latter.  Great  Britain  looks  to  the  security  of  Canada,  and  France 
to  the  security  of  Mexico,  her  embryo  dependency.  Their  selfishness 
in  this  regard  superinduces  them  not  to  accord  to  us  that  courtesy  to 
which  we  are  clearly  entitled,  and  which  they  have  seldom  withheld 
from  even  puny  States.  I  trust  that  we  shall  soon  be  in  a  condition, 
if  we  are  not  already  so,  to  do  without  the  moral  support  which  a 
friendly  welcome  by  the  one  and  the  other,  or  either,  into  the  family 
of  nations  might  have  afforded  us.  In  that  case  we  can  properly 
assume,  and  ever  maintain,  a  lofty  bearing  in  our  intercourse  with 
each.  While  we  may  forgive  their  cruel  disregard  of  us  we  can 
never  forgive  the  motive  by  which  they  are  actuated. 

There  is  no  better  hater,  in  or  out  of  England,  of  the  Yankees, 
than  Lord  Palmerston.  He  enjoys  every  victory  which  we  win; 
but  more  on  account  of  his  abiding  solicitude  for  their  utter  humilia- 
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tion  than  from  sympathy  with  ourselves.  If  our  recognition  could 
hasten  that  humiliation,  I  am  confident  that  he  would  risk  all  his 
popularity  for  its  prompt  consummation.  He  must  know  that  we 
are  eminently  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  communicating  officially 
with  her  Majesty's  Government,  and  he  can  not  fail  to  see  how  in- 
juriously we  are  affected  by  the  inequality  which  exists  in  this  re- 
spect between  ourselves  and  our  unscrupulous  enemy.  His  vaunted 
neutrality  is  but  little  less  harmful  in  its  operations  than  if  we  were 
overtly  to  connive  for  the  injury  of  our  interests. 

Brussels  is  a  point  from  which  all  Europe  can  be  more  correctly 
and  calmly  surveyed  than  from  any  other.  More  is  seen  here  to  the 
outward  eye  of  that  which  is  transpiring  in  France  than  is  seen  in 
Paris.  Long  before  I  quitted  London  I  was  convinced  that  we  had 
nothing  whatever  to  expect  from  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in  an 
initial  movement,  whether  as  related  to  the  breaking  of  the  quasi 
blockade  of  our  ports  or  to  the  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations 
with  us.  In  fact,  I  believed  so  before  I  left  Montgomery.  Sub- 
sequent occurrences  prove  the  correctness  of  the  conclusions  at  which 
I  arrived.  That  Louis  Napoleon  at  one  time  contemplated  a  media- 
tion upon  the  basis  of  the  ultimate  overthrow  of  our  cherished  institu- 
tion, I  shall  never  cease  to  believe.  Whatever  impression  may  have 
been  created  to  the  contrary  in  the  Confederate  States,  he  has  never 
entertained  cordial  good-will  for  the  principles  which  they  so  de- 
votedly esteem.  He  has  practically  rendered  the  Yankees  invaluable 
services.  Through  his  agency,  almost  exclusively,  they  were  saved 
from  war  with  Great  Britain  last  winter,  which  would  have  so 
paralyzed  them  that  they  would  have  been  incapable  of  continuing 
hostilities  against  ourselves.  His  duty  to  the  empire  over  which  he 
reigns  may  have  demanded  such  a  policy.  While  I  am  not  disposed 
to  animadvert  upon  his  measures  Ineverthless  consider  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  a  representative  abroad  to  communicate  unreservedly  his 
opinions  of  all  that  is  transpiring  around  him  which  has  any  bearing 
upon  the  interests  of  his  country. 

If  Louis  Napoleon  had  resolutely  exacted,  or  as  much  as  dis- 
tinctly intimated  to  the  British  Government  that  he  expected  a  rigid 
compliance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  Paris  declaration,  Earl 
Russell  would  not  have  had  the  temerity  to  state  in  the  Lords  that 
the  Yankees  maintained  an  effective  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the 
Confederate  States.  In  failing  to  do  so,  his  Imperial  Majesty 
abandoned  the  traditional  policy  of  France  and  virtually  demoralized 
the  declaration  of  Paris.  Great  Britain  was  a  reluctant  party  to 
that  declaration.  Most  of  the  Conservative  and  many  of  the  Liberal 
statesmen  of  the  United  Kingdom  believed  that  it  was  adverse  to 
British  interests,  and  Lord  Clarendon  is  upbraided,  even  at  this  day, 
with  having  transcended  his  authority  in  signing  it.  The  excuse 
of  his  friends  for  his  having  done  so,  is  that  continental  powers  and 
States  vehemently  demanded  the  stipulations  convenanted,  and  he 
had  no  alternative  but  to  accept  them  or  to  retire  from  the  Congress. 

Had  Louis  Napoleon  decided,  however,  to  pronounce  the  blockade 
of  New  Orleans  ineffective  in  October  or  November  last,  he  would 
have  soon  found  an  efficient  coadjutor  in  Lord  Palmerston.  And 
were  he  to-day  to  manifest  his  disregard  of  the  ineffective  blockade 
of  Wilmington,  Charleston,  and  Mobile  he  would  find  an  earnest 
cooperator  in  the  British  Government,  because  the  Britishry  would 
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regard  their  wrongs  as  of  a  very  aggravated  nature  if  the  French 
were  permitted  to  receive  our  staple  while,  through  the  inaction  of 
their  Government,  it  was  withheld  from  themselves,  notwithstanding 
their  anxiety  to  perpetuate  the  loose  system  of  blockade  from  which 
in  former  times  they  derived  such  large  benefits. 

It  has  been  broadly  asserted,  in  one  of  the  journals  of  this  metrop- 
olis, that  a  perfect  entente  cordiale  subsists  between  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  and  the  Yankees  in  relation  to  the  invasion  of  Mexico; 
and  that  the  consideration  to  Lincoln  for  his  acceptance  of  the  con- 
dition was  the  nonrecognition  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the 
French  Government.  It  is  moreover  currently  reported  that  the 
Orleans  princes  were  dismissed  from  the  staff  of  McClellan,  and 
sent  off  in  order  to  gratify  the  Government  of  the  Tuileries.  If 
this  really  be  true,  there  was  seldom,  if  ever,  a  more  striking  mani- 
festation of  retributive  justice. 

There  is  no  abatement  in  the  agony  of  Belgium.  The  cotton 
famine  is  bowing  her  down  to  the  very  earth.  Unfortunately  she 
can  not  help  herself.  For  her  affliction  there  is  no  remedy  that  she 
herself  has  the  power  to  employ.  She  would  be  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Yankees  were  she  to  recognize  us  in  advance  of  the  two  great 
western  powers,  and  she  is  as  destitute  of  strength  for  raising  a 
blockade  as  though  she  were  an  inland  State  like  Switzerland. 
What  is  to  become  of  her  during  the  approaching  winter  if  she  do 
not  receive  at  least  small  supplies  of  our  staple  I  can  not  foresee. 

I  may,  in  conclusion,  remark  that  I  have  received  no  dispatch 
from  you  of  a  later  date  than  that  of  April  5,  with  its  appendix  of 
April  15. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Havana,  August  16, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  but  this  moment  received  the  foregoing,  and  as  the 
steamer  Alice  is  about  to  sail  for  a  Confederate  port,  forward  it  by 
her,  taking  a  copy  to  forward  by  next  opportunity.    I  doubt  not 
the  receipt  will  prove  valuable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[EncloBure — Copy  in  translation.] 

August  16,  1862  [in  pencil]. 

DIRECTIONS   FOR   MAKING    THE   RECENTLT    INVENTED   R   K   R  GUNPOWDE*, 
WITHOUT  SALTPETER,  SULPHUR,  OR  ACIDS. 

Put  into  a  cooking  vessel, 

38  parts  in  weight  of  water ; 
2  parts  in  weignt  of  finely  pulverized  charcoal,  which  are  to  be  boiled  together, 

so  that  tne  charcoal  becomes  wholly  dissolved  in  the  boiling  water.    As 

soon  as  this  is  done  add  : 
20  parts  in  weight  of  chlorate  of  potash  (chlorsaurer  kali)  : 
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6  parts  in  weight  of  mixture  A   (see  below),  which  is  soon  dissolved  when 

stirred  awhile.  By  this  addition  the  boiling  is  interrupted ;  therefore  the 
mixture  must  be  brought  again  into  a  state  of  boiling;  and  then  add 
thereto  *. 

7  parts  in  weight  of  well-sifted  fine  sawdust  of  beach  oak  or  other  similar 

wood;  and  then  boil  again  together  for  about  five  minutes,  so  that  the 
wood  is  thoroughly  soaked  and  becomes  a  part  of  this  solution. 

The  mixture  A  referred  to  above  consists  of : 

10  parts  in  weight  of  half-calcined  sea  grass. 
5  parts  in  weight  of  finely  pulverized  charcoal. 

Whilst  the  foregoing  operations  are  being  performed  an  iron 
evaporating  pan  is  to  be  very  strongly  heated,  and  then  the  whole 
wood  impregnated  mass  poured  into  it;  the  mixture  is  then  to  be 
often  stirred,  so  as  to  promote  uniform  evaporation,  and  so  soon  as 
the  water  has  somewhat  disappeared  the  vessel  must  be  put  on  a 
less  heated  plate  (or  fire)  for  the  purpose  of  safely  and  entirely  dry- 
ing the  powder. 

The  making  of  the  powder  in  the  manner  described  is  entirely 
free  from  danger,  as  everything  is  prepared  in  a  wet  way.  The  pan 
for  the  process  of  evaporating  can  be  very  strongly  heated  so  long 
as  the  mixture  remains  moist;  as  soon,  however,  as  it  begins  to  show 
the  least  tendency  toward  a  dryness,  the  pan  must  be  taken  from 
the  strongly  heated  stove,  fireplace,  or  plate  and  be  put  on  one  less 
heated. 

The  mixture  A  can  be  replaced  by  the  following  materials  to  the 
same  weights  of  others.* 

1.  10  parts  in  weight  of  nitrate  of  soda,  2  parts  in  weight  of  powdered  char- 
coal ;  or, 

2.  10  parts  in  weight  of  nitrate  of  lead,  2  parts  in  weight  of  pulverized  char- 
coal ;  or, 

3.  10  parts  in  weight  of  saltpeter,  2  parts  in  weight  of  pulverized  charcoal. 

RlCKER. 

Frankfort  on  the  Main,  14th  June,  1862. 


No.  12.]  Paris,  August  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  My  last  was  of  the  12th  instant.  I  have  ceased  to  entertain 
any  hope  of  early  separate  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
France  on  our  affairs.  The  Mexican  war  is  not  popular  here,  and 
the  movements  of  Garibaldi  are  causing  serious  apprehensions  of 
such  movements  in  Italy  as  will  require  the  presence  of  a  large 
additional  force  in  the  Roman  territory;  indeed,  three  battalions 
have  already  been  sent  there.  English  machinations  are  supposed 
to  be  at  the  bottom  of  Italian  difficulties,  but  the  Emperor  is  not  yet 
prepared  to  disband  the  apparent  "entente  cordiale"  between  the 
two  Governments. 

On  Saturday  M.  de  Morny's  "chef  du  cabinet"  called  on  me  to 
say  that  the  duke  would  be  pleased  to  see  me  the  next  day  at  2  o'clock. 
I  accordingly  called  on  him  at  the  time  indicated.  He  said  that  he 
desired  to  have  a  full  conference  with  me  on  the  subject  of  our 
affairs.    That  a  Mr.  Laubat,  who  had  just  arrived  from  Mew  York, 

*  I  suppose  this  means  without  altering  the  other  proportions. — A.  H.  M. 
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had  suggested  that  some  arrangement  might  probably  be  made  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war.  That  although  Mr.  L.  had  no  special  au- 
thority to  speak  for  the  Washington  Government,  he  had  recently 
seen  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Seward,  and  knew  that  they  were  sincerely 
desirous  to  terminate  the  contest.  He  said  that  Mr.  L.  had  lived  for 
many  years  in  the  United  States,  where  he  had  acquired  a  large 
fortune,  a  portion  of  which  was  invested  in  the  Southern  States; 
that  he  was  a  man  of  education  and  intelligence,  having  no  partisan 
feelings  and  no  other  object  than  to  see  a  peace  concluded  on  terms 
honorable  to  both  parties.  That  he  (the  duke)  had  been  largely 
instrumental,  at  the  instance  of  unaccredited  individuals,  in  estab- 
lishing the  basis  of  the  peace  with  Russia  in  1856,  and  that  he  would 
be  most  happy  if  he  could  perform  a  similar  part  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  entered  into  details  which,  however  interesting  in 
themselves,  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeat,  and  concluded  by 
asking  me  if  I  had  any  objection  to  discuss  our  affairs  with  Mr. 
Laubat,  that  he  might  understand  our  respective  views.  I,  of  course, 
said  that  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  what  Mr.  Laubat  had  to  say.  He 
was  accordingly  introduced. 

He  said  that  during  his  recent  visit  to  the  United  States  he  had 
taken  great  pains  to  inform  himself  of  the  state  of  opinion  there. 
That  he  had  had  the  best  opportunities  of  forming  a  correct  judg- 
ment of  the  position  of  affairs.  That  an  immense  majority  regretted 
the  war  and  imputed  the  blame  of  its  existence  to  the  abolitionists; 
that  they  had  no  enmity  toward  Southern  men  and  Southern  institu- 
tions, and  if  the  Union  could  be  restored,  any  conditions  and  any 
fuaranties  which  the  South  would  demand  would  be  freely  accorded. 
Ir.  L.  is  rather  a  pretentious  and  tedious  talker,  but  as  I  believed 
him  to  have  had  his  lesson  from  Mr.  Seward  or  Mr.  Dayton,  prob- 
ably from  both,  I  listened  to  him  very  patiently ;  before  the  close  of 
our  conversation  I  became  well  satisfied  that  with  all  his  declara- 
tions of  impartiality  he  was  thoroughly  imbued  with  Northern  senti- 
ments. I  have  since  inquired  about  him  and  find  that  my  impres- 
sions are  correct.  I  asked  him  if  reconstruction  was  a  sine  qua  non 
of  the  Washington  Government?  He  said  that  it  was,  and  that,  how- 
ever much  the  people  of  the  North  regretted  the  war,  they  were 
unanimous  in  their  determination  to  carry  it  on  at  every  cost  of 
blood  and  treasure  until  the  Union  in  its  entirety  was  restored.  I 
then  said  to  Mr.  de  Morny  that  it  was  quite  idle  to  continue  the 
conversation,  as,  if  Mr.  Lincoln  were  to  present  us  a  blank  sheet  of 
paper  on  which  we  were  to  write  our  own  conditions  and  prescribe 
our  own  guaranties,  we  would  never  consent  to  live  with  the  men 
from  whom  we  had  deliberately  and  forever  separated;  that  we  had 
no  interests,  no  habits,  no  sympathies  in  common  with  them;  that 
although  I  did  not  doubt  the  sincerity  of  Mr.  L.  when  he  pledged 
himself  for  the  kindly  feelings  of  the  Northern  people,  I  knew  them 
to  be  very  different.  But  even  admitting  him  to  oe  a  more  competent 
judge  than  I  was,  I  could  not  be  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  that  the 
feelings  were  not  reciprocated  by  our  people;  they  were  animated 
by  one  universal  sentiment  of  hatred,  intense  and  undying,  for  the 
Government  and  the  men  who  had  invaded  their  soil,  and  were  now 
engaged  in  a  war  of  which,  if  not  the  ruin,  at  least  the  consequences, 
if  the  attempt  were  sucessful,  were  subjugation  and  extermination. 
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The  conversation  was  a  very  long  one,  but  I  will  not  enter  into 
further  details,  as  I  have  perhaps  already  given  it  more  space  than 
it  deserved.  When  again  alone  with  the  duke  he  expressed  himself 
very  warmly  in  favor  of  our  cause;  said  that  he  had  frequent  con- 
versations with  the  Emperor  on  the  subject,  who  deeply  regretted 
that  circumstances  would  not  permit  him  to  act  without  the  coopera- 
tion of  England,  but  he  hoped  that  the  time  was  not  distant  when 
that  difficulty  would  be  removed.  The  Duke  de  Morny  is  president 
of  the  Corps  Legislatif,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  one  stands  higher 
in  the  confidence  of  the  Emperor. 

I  have  a  friend  holding  a  high  position  in  the  foreign  office  and 
on  the  most  confidential  terms  with  Thouvenel.  He  called  to  see 
me  yesterday  and  said  that  Thouvenel  did  not  want  to  send  an  un- 
meaning reply  to  my  demand  for  recognition;  that  at  present  he 
could  make  no  other,  that  unless  I  insisted  he  would  be  silent. 

After  consulting  Mr.  de  Persigny  I  have  determined  not  to  ask 
for  an  answer  until  we  receive  news  of  some  further  decided  suc- 
cesses in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  not  even  then  if  the  Emperor 
be  absent ;  he  is  now  at  Chalons,  will  return  about  the  25th,  will  prob- 
ably remain  here  three  or  four  days  and  then  proceed  to  Biarritz; 
it  is  not  known  how  long  he  will  stay  there.  When  he  shall  have 
returned  from  Biarritz  I  will  endeavor  to  have  another  interview 
with  him,  and  if  I  find  that  he  is  not  then  prepared  to  act  I  will 
ask  Mr.  Thouvenel  for  a  reply;  and  if  it  be  not  more  satisfactory 
than  that  of  Earl  Russell,  I,  as  at  present  advised,  will  await  at 
some  convenient  distance  from  Paris  an  intimation  that  my  demand 
may  be  renewed  with  some  prospect  of  its  being  favorably  enter- 
tained. 

Disagreeable  as  my  position  here  is,  I  would  not  absent  myself  even 
for  a  few  days  were  I  not  satisfied  that  the  Emperor  acts  entirely 
from  his  own  inspirations,  uninfluenced  by  his  ministers,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislative  bodies,  or  the  press.  I  believe  that  when  he 
shall  be  ready  to  act  he  will  let  me  know  it.  By  my  absence  I  will 
avoid  the  risk  of  being  exposed  to  the  charge  on  one  hand  of  trouble- 
some importunity  and  on  the  other  of  affected  indifference. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  I  spoke  above  informs  me  that  Russia  was 
the  only  Government  whose  opinion  on  the  subject  of  our  affairs  was 
asked. 

With  very  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

TT        T  _,   _  John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Sccri'tanj  of  State,  Richmond. 


■N°-  *2.]  25  Arcken  d'Antes, 

Paris,  August  24, 1862. 
My  Dear  Benjamin  :  You  will  find  by  my  official  correspondence 
that  we  are  still  hard  and  fast  aground  here.    Nothing  will  float  us 
oft  but  a  strong  and  continued  current  of  important  successes  in  the 
held. 

I  have  no  hope  from  England,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  she 
desires  an  indefinite  prolongation  of  the  war,  until  the  North  shall 
be  entirely  exhausted  and  broken  down. 
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Nothing  can  exceed  the  selfishness  of  English  statesmen  except 
their  wretched  hypocrisy.  They  are  continually  boasting  about  their 
disinterested  magnanimity  and  objection  of  all  other  considerations 
than  those  dictated  by  a  high-toned  morality,  while  their  entire  policy 
is  marked  by  egotism  and  duplicity.  I  am  getting  to  be  heartily 
tired  of  Paris.  My  position  is  exceptional,  and,  of  course,  a 
false  one.  If  I  were  here  as  a  private  individual,  I  should  have  many 
resources  of  society  from  which  I  am  now  cut  off. 

Official  and  diplomatic  circles  are  closed  to  me,  and  I  don't  choose 
to  compromise  the  dignity  of  my  Government  by  having  recourse 
to  the  usual  means  of  obtaining  entree  of  private  houses. 

My  eldest  daughter  has  been  very  unwell,  from  the  effects  of  long 
and  painful  excitement  developed  by  the  shock  of  the  false  news  of 
the  death  of  her  Aunt  Beauregard.  If  she  does  not  return  to  health 
before  November,  I  shall  take  her  to  some  more  genial  climate  than 
that  of  Paris,  possibly  to  Nice,  Rome,  or  Naples. 

In  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Laubat  I  thought  it  good  policy  to 
give  free  vent  to  all  my  feelings  toward  our  Northern  brothers,  being 
well  assured  that  Mr.  Dayton  would  soon  be  in  possession  of  every- 
thing I  said,  and  that  his  first  dispatch  would  carry  it  to  Seward 
&  Co.  I  have  written  three  or  four  times  to  the  President,  as 
often  to  Hunter  and  you.  Mrs.  Slidell  has  written  to  Mrs.  Davis; 
my  dispatch  has  also  been  forwarded  in  duplicate.  I  mention  this 
that  you  may  not  suppose  I  have  been  remiss  in  my  correspondence. 
Eustis  is  not  very  well,  and  has  gone  to  pass  a  fortnight  at  Baden. 
I  suppose  you  have  heard  that  he  has  a  son  and  heir.  Mrs.  Slidell 
and  the  girls  beg  to  be  mentioned  to  you. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

John  Slidell,. 

No.  21.]  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  September  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  The   following   Circular   to  the   Diplomatic   and    Consular 
Agents  of  the  United  States  came  into  my  possession  a  few  days  ago : 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  August  8,  1862. 
At  no  former  period  of  our  history  have  our  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and 
mining  interests  been  more  prosperous  than  at  this  juncture.  This  fact  may 
be  deemed  surprising  in  view  of  the  enhanced  price  for  labor  occasioned  by  the 
demand  for  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  It  may  be, 
therefore,  confidently  asserted  that  even  now  nowhere  else  can  the  industrious 
laboring  man  and  artisan  expect  so  liberal  a  recompense  for  his  services  as  in 
the  United  States.  You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  make  these  truths  known 
in  any  quarter  and  in  any  way  which  may  lead  to  the  migration  of  such  persons 
to  this  country.  It  is  believed  that  a  knowledge  of  them  alone  will  cause  them 
to  be  acted  upon.  The  Government  has  no  legal  authority  to  offer  any  pecuniary 
inducement  to  the  advent  of  industrious  foreigners. 

(Signed)  •  Will  H.  Sewabd. 

To  defeat  the  purpose  of  this  circular  as  far  as  possible  is  the 
object  of  my  constant  thoughts.  It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  the 
Yankees  are  using  extraordinary  exertions  to  enlist  an  army  of 
foreign  mercenaries,  and  Seward  indicates  the  manner  in  which  the 
object  is  to  be  accomplished.  The  right  of  expatriation,  where  no 
military  service  is  due,  is  admitted  by  most  European  nations,  by  all 
indeed  whose  inhabitants  are  disposed  to  emigrate  to  America.  I 
do  not  therefore  see  how  any  Government  can  properly  interfere  to 
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prevent  the  departure  of  such  of  its  subjects  to  the  so-called  United 
States  as  choose  to  emigrate  thither.  The  proclamation  of  Queen 
Victoria,  which  is  virtually  European  law,  as  relates  to  the  penalties 
incurred  by  such  subjects  of  European  nations  as  shall  enter  the 
service  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  American  belligerents,  is  per- 
haps as  great  a  restraint  as  can  be  properly  exercised  in  the  prem- 
ises. Had  Seward  overtly  instead  of  covertly  asked  for  foreign 
recruits  there  assuredly  is  no  Government  that  would  not  have 
promptly  resented  that  which  could  be  regarded  in  no  other  light 
than  as  an  indignity  to  their  sovereignty.  Such  an  attempt  at  the 
infringement  of  the  asserted  neutrality  of  Great  Britain  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  resented  even  by  the  timid  school  of  politicians  at 
whose  head  stands  Earl  Russell.  But  Seward,  true  to  his  instincts, 
is  quick  at  unscrupulous  shifts.  He  so  arranges  his  plans  as  to 
expect  to  accomplish  his  ends  without  giving  offense  to  the  powers 
and  States  from  which  he  desires  to  derive  recruits.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  he  has  numerous  emissaries  at  work  in  Germany  and 
Switzerland  to  influence  able-bodied  men  to  proceed  to  New  York, 
there  to  enlist  in  the  Yankee  Army.  My  son,  who  has  long  been 
perfectly  familiar  with  those  countries,  will  leave  in  a  day  or  two 
for  Cologne,  Hanover,  Bremen,  Hamburg,  Frankfort,  Basel,  Zurich, 
and  Berne  to  endeavor  to  counteract  the  schemes  of  Seward  for 
obtaining  physical  aid  from  abroad  in  support  of  the  desperate 
fortunes  of  the  Lincoln  concern. 

It  seems  to  me  that  those  European  mercenaries  who  may  be  found 
upon  our  soil  in  hostile  array  are  in  principle  no  better  than  the 
worst  pirates  that  ever  infested  the  high  seas.  In  crossing  the  At- 
lantic they  are  to  take  up  arms  against  our  people,  actuated  solely  by 
the  lust  of  money.  For  this  consideration  they  are  prepared  to 
murder,  rob,  or  to  commit  any  other  enormity.  Hence,  when  cap- 
tured they  should  rot,  in  my  opinion,  be  treated  with  the  same  clem- 
ency as  ordinary  prisoners  of  war.  According  to  every  principle  of 
justice  they  place  themselves  beyond  the  pale  of  mercy. 

I  have  never  encouraged  a  foreigner  to  enter  our  army.  Many 
applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  persons  who  warmly  espoused 
our  cause,  and  who  were  animated  by  the  noble  desire  to  assist  that 
which  appeared  the  weaker  against  the  stronger  side,  but  I  could 
favor  them  with  no  assurances  that  their  services  were  needed.  By 
fighting  our  own  battles  and  winning  our  own  victories,  without  any 
exterior  assistance  whatever,  we  have  commanded  the  admiration  of 
mankind,  and  deserved  that  which  I  am  confident  we  are  incessantly 
receiving,  the  blessings  of  the  All-Wise  Ruler  of  the  Universe. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  the  importance  of  transmitting  im- 
mediately and  by  the  most  expeditious  conveyance  to  Messrs.  Mason, 
.Slidell,  Rost,  and  myself,  a  circular  or  manifesto  upon  the  condition 
of  affairs  at  home,  and  expressive  of  the  views  of  the  Administration 
upon  the  system  of  foreign  enlistments  to  which  I  have  adverted, 
signed  by  the  President  and  attested  by  yourself.  Documents  of  this 
kind  are  customary  in  Europe  when  a  nation  is  passing  through  a 
grave  crisis.  They  are  usually  short  and  explicit.  We  could  com- 
municate it  directly  to  the  different  European  cabinets,  as  well  as  to 
the  public  through  the  press.  Every  State  paper  that  bears  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  attracts  general  attention  in  this  hemisphere. 
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The  fall  of  Garibaldi  secures  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  during  the 
remainder  of  this  year  if  not  for  a  much  longer  period.  Victor 
Emmanuel  is  now  stronger  in  his  position  than  he  has  ever  been 
and  the  Roman  question  will  sooner  or  later  receive  a  solution  favor- 
able to  his  wishes.  Louis  Napoleon  will  now  have  his  hands  entirely 
free  to  deal  with  Mexico  as  may  best  suit  his  interests.  If  he  do 
not  seek  an  occasion  after  he  subjugates  that  country,  and  finds  the 
Yankees  exhausted  in  pecuniary  and  military  resources,  to  annex 
California  to  it,  I  shall  be  willing  to  confess  that  I  have  overesti- 
mated his  ambition.  I  shall  be  agreeably  disappointed  if  we  do  not 
in  after  years  find  France  a  more  disagreeable  neighbor  on  our 
southern  border  than  the  United  States,  at  any  time  prior  to  their 
division,  ever  found  Great  Britain  on  their  northern  border. 

Garibaldi,  according  to  the  last  accounts  from  Turin,  is  in  no 
danger  of  dying  from  his  wounds,  and  has  asked  permission  from 
the  King  of  Italy  to  expatriate  himself  to  America,  but  to  what  part 
of  that  continent  is  not  stated. 

Queen  Victoria  is  expected  here  today,  to  remain  a  short  time  with 
King  Leopold.  The  two  Sovereigns  will  perhaps  converse  freely 
upon  the  best  means  of  alleviating  the  condition  of  their  destitute 
and  distressed  subjects.  Good  to  us  in  this  connection  will,  I  trust, 
result  from  their  meeting.  One  word  from  her  Britannic  Majesty 
in  behalf  of  our  recognition  would  influence  all  Western  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


~No.  14.]  Havana,  September  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Confederate  gun- 
boat Florida,  commanded  by  Captain  J.  N.  Maffitt,  arrived  at 
Cardenas  on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  anchored  some  12  miles  from  the 
town ;  on  the  next  day  Captain  Maffitt  dispatched  his  first  lieutenant 
to  me  with  various  requests  touching  the  vessel,  all  of  which  I  was 
enabled  to  comply  with.  The  captain  general,  fearing  the  Federal 
gunboats  might  attempt  to  cut  the  Florida  out  from  her  exposed 
position,  several  being  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  Cardenas,  inti- 
mated a  wish  that  she  be  brought  to  Havana,  where  he  could  force 
our  enemy  to  respect  his  neutrality,  protect  her,  and  give  Captain 
Maffitt  such  facilities  for  repairs  and  assistance,  consistent  with  his 
Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality  as  would  enable  the  Florida  to 
go  to  sea ;  I  therefore  immediately  telegraphed  Captain  Maffitt  to 
come  to  this  port,  if  in  his  opinion  it  was  safe  to  do  so.  By  this  time, 
unfortunately,  the  captain,  several  of  his  officers  and  eight  of  his  crew 
were  prostrated  by  yellow  fever,  and  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to 
move.  The  captain  general  then  sent  two  vessels  of  war  to  Cardenas, 
one  of  which  anchored  by  the  side  of  the  Florida  and  rendered  her 
every  assistance  possible.  The  surgeon  attended  our  sick  night  and 
day,  and  the  captain  was  unceasing  in  his  kind  attentions.  Mechanics 
were  permitted  to  come  and  go  without  interruption.  One  young 
officer  and  several  seamen  died,  and  when  the  captain  had  so  far  re- 
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covered  as  to  be  able  to  sit  up,  knowing  the  anxiety  of  General 
Serrano,  and  his  wish  that  the  Florida  should  be  here  instead  of 
Cardenas,  I  sent  a  confidential  agent  to  explain  fully  to  Captain 
Maffitt  the  views  of  this  Government,  and  the  kind  intentions  of  the 
chief  officials,  when  on  the  night  of  the  31st  he  sailed  for,  and  reached 
Havana  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant.  The  Federal  consular 
agent  at  Cardenas  objected  to  the  sailing  of  the  Florida  without  24 
hours  notice,  when  Captain  Maffitt  assured  the  captain  of  the  port 
that  he  would  not  interfere  with  any  vessel  until  after  he  sailed 
from  Havana,  which  would  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  the  notice. 
The  captain  of  the  port  not  feeling  authorized  to  act,  telegraphed  to 
Havana  for  instructions.  The  reply  was  "  Let  her  sail ;  the  word  of 
a  Southern  gentleman  must  be  taken." 

No  seamen  could  be  obtained  here,  and  Captain  Maffitt  concluded, 
rather  than  remain  here,  there  being  a  great  deal  of  yellow  fever,  to 
run  for  Mobile,  for  which  port  he  sailed  at  8  o'clock  on  the  night  of 
the  1st  instant. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  authorities  behaved  in  this  instance  as 
they  have  in  all  others,  affecting  the  welfare  of  our  Government,  ad- 
mirably. The  captain  general  will  adhere  strictly  to  his  promise  to 
treat  our  vessels  just  as  he  treats  the  vessels  of  our  enemy,  in  all 
things  touching  our  substantial  interests. 

Several  vessels,  steamers  and  schooners,  have  recently  sailed  from 
here  for  Confederate  ports  with  valuable  cargoes,  and  there  is  now 
on  hand  here  a  large  amount  of  such  articles  as  are  needed  by  our 
Government  and  people  which  will  soon  be  sent  forward. 

Our  recent  successes  have  gratified  the  Spaniards  of  Cuba  im- 
measurably. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  22.]  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  September  5,  1862. 
Sir:  Under  the  auspices  of  King  Leopold,  whose  sound  judgment 
is  usually  consulted  on  such  occasions  by  his  numerous  princely  rela- 
tions, a  matrimonial  alliance  has  just  been  arranged  at  Brussels  be- 
tween the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Princess  Royal  of  Denmark.  This 
interesting  ceremony,  which  is  invested  with  an  unusual  degree  of 
political  importance,  took  place  at  the  Palace  of  Laeken,  during  the 
recent  visit  of  Queen  Victoria  to  her  royal  uncle.  His  Majesty  has 
now  become  the  chief  of  the  Coburg  family,  and  enjoying,  as  he  does, 
to  an  unlimited  degree,  the  confidence  of  the  Queen,  all  the  prelimi- 
naries for  the  marriage  were  made  under  his  supervision.  Earl 
Russell  was  in  attendance  upon  the  occasion  and  is  reported  to  have 
conducted  the  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  This 
alliance  of  the  reigning  houses  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Denmark  is 
viewed  with  •  more  than  ordinary  interest,  as  its  tendency  is  to 
strengthen  the  ties  now  uniting  the  Protestant  States  of  northern 
Lurope  and  to  facilitate  political  combinations  against  any  future 
aggressions  of  France  and  Russia. 
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I  incur  no  risk  in  assuring  you  that  those  two  distinguished 
Sovereigns  are  alike  convinced  that  the  subjugation  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  is  too  absurd  a  notion  to  be  entertained  in  royal  circles. 
At  this  time  there  is  not  probably  a  court  in  Europe  that  believes  the 
restoration  of  the  late  Union  a  possibility. 

Earl  Russell  expressed  himself,  as  I  am  informed  upon  the  most 
credible  authority,  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  is  not  so  much  as 
the  shadow  of  a  chance  for  the  Yankees  to  overpower  the  united  and 
resolute  South,  and  that  he  would  not  be  opposed  to  intervention  if 
a  reasonable  hope  could  be  entertained  of  its  acceptance  by  the  ad- 
ministration at  Washington.  He  thinks,  however,  that  a  bare  sug- 
gestion of  such  a  movement  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  would  make 
the  menaces  of  the  North  more  furious  and  ferocious  than  ever. 

His  lordship  is  in  attendance  upon  the  Queen  and  is  expected  to 
remain  with  her  during  her  stay  at  Gotha.  He  will  not  probably 
return  to  his  post  in  London  until  about  the  beginning  of  next  month. 
I  expect  to  be  there  at  that  time  myself.  If  our  arms  meet  with  no 
serious  reverses  in  the  meantime  I  believe  that  Great  Britain  will 
recognize  our  independence  during  the  month  of  November.  This 
will  be  promptly  followed  by  the  continental  sovereigns,  and  unless 
I  am  much  deceived,  by  none  more  willingly  than  King  Leopold.  A 
letter  which  I  received  to-day  from  an  influential  Englishman  in 
London  says :  "  I  have  seen  my  friend  in  Piccadilly  lately.  No 
change,  but  I  conjecture  from  conversation  a  steady  progress  of 
opinion  in  the  one  direction."  Lord  Palmerston,  the  friend  alluded 
to,  is  certainly  up  to  his  work,  and  he  will  find  a  great  obstacle  to 
the  consummation  of  his  purposes  removed,  in  the  modified  views  of 
the  foreign  secretary,  for  it  is  well  known  that  this  high  functionary 
has  ever  sympathized  with  the  Lincoln  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  13.]  Paris,  September  13,  1862. 

Sir:  *  *  *  I  send  herewith  copy  of  a  memorandum  which 
Count  de  Persigny  has  promised  me  to  submit  to  the  Emperor,  who 
is  now  at  Biarritz,  where  he  will  probably  remain  until  the  1st  of 
October. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure.] 

Paris,  September  12,  1862. 

MEMORANDUM    WHICH    MR.    SEIDELL    MOST    RESPECTFULLY    ASKS    MAY   BE 
SUBMITTED  TO  THE  EMPEROR  BY  COUNT  DE  PERSIGNY. 

Among  the  reasons  suggested  by  Messrs.  Thouvenel  and  Eouher  in 
the  month  of  July  for  withholding  recognition  were  these :  A  fresh 
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impetus  would  be  given  to  enlistments  by  anything  that  savored  of 
interference  in  the  contest;  the  elections  were  approaching,  and 
recognition  would  exercise  an  unfavorable  influence  on  the  candi- 
datures of  men  who  were  in  favor  of  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
controversy. 

I  endeavored  to  combat  this  argument  by  showing  that  the  Lincoln 
government  entertained  a  very  different  opinion ;  they  dreaded  the 
effect  of  recognition;  and  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  at  first 
by  threats  and  then  by  the  most  urgent  appeals  to  the  European 
powers,  manifested  very  plainly  the  apprehensions  which  he  enter- 
tained of  the  consequences  of  recognition. 

The  Confederate  States,  on  the  contrary,  ask  and  earnestly  wish 
for  recognition,  because  they  are  convinced  that  the  moral  influence 
of  such  an  act  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  them.  Ought  not  these 
opinions  of  the  belligerent  parties  as  to  its  effect  on  their  own 
interests  outweigh  those  of  M.  Mercier  and  Lord  Lyons,  upon  whom 
they  have  probably  been  impressed  by  the  artful  suggestions  of  the 
astute  and  not  too  veracious  Federal  Secretary  of  State? 

Lord  Lyons  is  a  very  amiable  and  facile  person,  not  distinguished 
for  sagacity,  and  M.  Mercier  has  not,  from  want  of  familiarity  with 
the  language  of  the  country  and  his  consequently  limited  intercourse 
with  the  public  men  of  the  North,  the  best  means  of  judging  of  the 
character  of  the  people  and  the  tone  of  public  feeling. 

Subsequent  events  have,  however,  shown  that  M.  Mercier  and 
Lord  Lyons  were  mistaken.  The  300,000  volunteers  called  for  by 
Lincoln,  tempted  by  enormous  bounties  and  high  pay,  have  been 
already  raised,  and  the  other  300,000  will  be  had  either  by  voluntary 
enlistment  or  by  conscription.  There  will  be  a  larger  majority  of 
Members  of  extreme  opinions  in  the  next  Congress  than  in  the  pres- 
ent, for  the  press  is  muzzled,  and  the  candidates  who  venture  to 
blame  the  war  or  criticize  the  action  of  the  Government  are  arrested 
and  put  in  prison,  where  they  will  remain  until  the  elections  are  over. 

With  the  cold  weather,  and  high  water  in  the  rivers  that  intersect 
our  territory  in  every  direction,  a  new  campaign  will  be  commenced, 
with  probably  the  same  results  as  the  last — a  large  portion  of  the 
country  will  again  be  occupied  by  the  hordes  of  Northern  merce- 
naries, who  will  in  their  turn  be  driven  out  during  the  next  summer 
and  autumn.  There  is  no  possibility  of  the  war  ending  until  some  of 
the  European  powers  speak  out,  for  it  is  certain  that  the  failure 
publicly  to  acknowledge  the  existence  of  a  fact  which  all  privately 
acknowledge"  as  accomplished — our  capacity  to  maintain  our  inde- 
pendence—is naturally  construed  as  evidence  either  that  these  powers 
regard  our  cause  with  unfriendly  eyes  or  consider  it  as  hopeless. 
This  belief  confirms  the  people  of  the  North  in  the  idea  of  their 
invincibility  and  encourages  them  to  perseverance  and  increased 
exertions. 

No  one  who  observes  the  course  of  the  English  Government  and 
who  reads  English  journals  can  doubt  that  England  desires  the 
indefinite  prolongation  of  the  war;  she  wishes  to  see  the  North 
thoroughly  exhausted  and  broken  down,  and  is  not  unwilling  that 
southern  agriculture  should  be  entirely  destroyed  or  effectually 
crippled.  On  the  one  hand  she  will  secure  her  North  American 
colonies  and  get  rid  of  a  dangerous  and  troublesome  rival  on  the 
ocean;  on  the  other  she  will  secure  for  her  Indian  possessions  the 
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monopoly  of  cotton.  She  will  not  dare  to  persist  in  this  selfish 
policy  unless  encouraged  by  the  acquiescence  of  France  and  the  other 
continental  powers.  Her  ministers  constantly  proclaim  that  there  is 
perfect  identity,  not  only  in  the  action  of  the  French  and  English 
Governments,  but  of  feelings,  policy,  and  purpose  on  the  American 
question,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  some  official  communica- 
tion from  the  Emperor  shall  deprive  them  of  the  power  to  misrepre- 
sent his  views.  I  learn  from  a  reliable  source  that  early  in  October 
the  American  question  will  be  taken  up  in  cabinet  council  and  defi- 
nitely disposed  of.  Without  some  previous  formal  expression  of 
the  Emperor's  views,  I  see  no  reason  to  hope  that  the  decision  will 
be  favorable  to  the  Southern  cause  and  to  the  interests  of  humanity 
and  justice. 

In  my  last  interview  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  I  urged  that  in  fairness 
I  should  be  allowed  through  his  department  to  correspond  with  my 
Government.  His  reply  was  that  until  it  was  recognized  such 
facility  could  not  be  accorded.  I  can  not  see  the  force  of  the  dis- 
tinction, for  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  always  the  interest  of  neutral 
powers  to  have  correct  information  of  what  is  going  on  between 
the  belligerents,  and  this  they  can  not  have  without  hearing  both 
parties. 

The  recent  news  from  the  seat  of  war  in  Virginia  indicates  most 
serious  disasters  to  the  Federal  arms.  Washington  is  threatened,  and 
may  possibly  be  temporarily  occupied  by  our  troops;  but  even  this 
will  not  tend  to  render  the  North  more  disposed  to  consent  to  sepa- 
ration, the  only  basis  on  which  the  South  will  ever  consent  to  treat. 
It  would  afford,  however,  a  fitting  opportunity  for  action  in  Europe, 
and  if  it  be  allowed  to  escape  it  would  seem  idle  to  hope  that  a 
better  will  ever  present  itself.  What  is  said  above  is  based  on  the 
supposition  that  the  Emperor  still  adheres  to  the  policy  of  not 
acting  without  the  cooperation  of  England,  and,  therefore,  any 
allusion  to  the  advantages  that  France  might  derive  from  separate 
action  would  be  ill  timed  and  inappropriate.  Still,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  say  that  cotton  is  now  worth  in  Havre  at  least  50  per 
cent  more  than  it  was  in  the  month  of  July. 


Richmond,  Va.,  September  15,  1862. 
Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  have  me  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
Hon.  J.  M.  Mason's  reports  to  this  Government  of  my  acts,  or  his 
own  and  my  joint  acts,  in  the  purchase  of  the  iron  steamer  Merrimack 
and  a  part  of  her  cargo.  My  position  before  the  Government  au- 
thorities is  so  embarrassing  that  justice  to  myself  makes  it  necessary 
for  me  to  know  what  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason  has  reported. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  S.  Reneau. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  17, 1862. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  to  the  President,  asking  that 
you  may  be  "furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason's 
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reports  to  this  Government  of  my  [your]  acts,  or  his  own  and  my 
[your]  joint  acts  in  the  purchase  of  the  iron  steamer  Merrimack  and  a 
part  of  her  cargo,"  has  been  referred  to  this  Department;  and  in 
reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  you  have  not  been  referred  to  in  any 
manner  by  Mr.  Mason  in  his  dispatches  to  this  Government.  His  last 
dispatch  is  dated  23d  June. 

With  great  respects,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
N.  S.  Reneatj,  Esq., 

Richmond,  Va. 


No.  23.]  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  September  15, 1862. 

Sir:  The  President's  message  reached  here  immediately  after  I 
closed  my  No.  21.  It  promptly  appeared  in  excellent  French  in 
" l'Independance  Beige"  (until  lately  rabidly  hostile  to  our  cause) 
and  in  other  journals,  accompanied  by  notices  of  a  highly  gratifying 
character.  No  State  paper,  I  am  bold  to  state,  of  American  emana- 
tion was  ever  more  favorably  received  in  Europe  than  this.  It  is 
producing  salutary  results  everywhere.  Although  Mr.  Mason  will 
send  you  the  London  Times,  I  nevertheless,  for  fear  of  casualties, 
clip  from  that  journal  its  leader  upon  the  subject  and  transmit  it 
herewith.  I  trust  this  article  will  be  conspicuously  inserted  in  all 
our  leading  journals. 

Blackwood,  for  September  contains  a  biographical  sketch  of  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  Davis.  There  are  one  or  two  sentences  in  it  of  which 
I  do  not  approve,  but  they  were  inserted  to  conceal  the  partiality 
of  the  writer  for  the  subject  of  his  sketch,  in  order  that  the  reading 
public  might  regard  its  author  as  a  Britisher — as  he  really  is,  and 
one  of  the  most  promising  noblemen  of  his  age — the  Hon.  Robert 
Bourke,  son  of  Lord  Mayo.  Blackwood  stands  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  British  periodical  press  as  the  Times  does  to  the  British  news- 
paper press.  They  are  wonderfully  influential  in  molding  European 
opinion;  for  their  power  is  not  confined  to  Great  Britain.  As  con- 
cerns American  affairs  the  one  and  the  other  are  regarded  as  little 
less  than  an  authority  by  continental  politicians.  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  both  John  Delane  and  John  Blackwood,  esqs.,  their  re- 
spective recognized  editors.  They  are  men  of  rigid  integrity  of 
character,  and  have  been  the  constant  friends  of  our  noble  cause, 
without  an  arriere  pensee,  personal  to  themselves.  I  congratulate  our 
country  upon  such  services  as  they  have  rendered,  and  continue  to 
render,  in  its  behalf. 

The  circular  of  Seward  has  been  ably  exposed  by  the  Belgian 
journals  and  by  the  Times.  I  herein  inclose  a  specimen  of  their  re- 
marks upon  it.  Still  I  must  confess  that  my  mind  is  far  from  being 
at  ease  with  respect  to  the  object  at  which  that  circular  aims.  I  am 
doing  all  I  can  to  defeat  it,  both  here  and  in  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land ;  and  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  weeks  I  expect  to  be  prepared 
to  inform  yon  whether  or  not  the  Yankees  will  be  enabled  to  realize 
their  wishes  in  the  manner  so  insidiously  indicated  by  their  Secretary 
of  State. 
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In  my  No.  11  I  took  occasion  to  inform  you  of  the  experiments 
which  had  been  made  and  were  being  made  in  Austria  with  gun 
cotton.  I  have  now  to  communicate  the  following  additional  in- 
formation, just  received  from  Verona,  relative  to  the  employment 
of  this  article  as  a  substitute  for  gunpowder. 

We  have  just  been  present  at  some  very  remarkable  experiments,  executed 
with  artillery  loaded  with  gun  cotton.  A  fortress  named  Wratislow  was  can- 
nonaded at  distances  of  600  and  1,000  yards,  and  the  result  proved  highly 
satisfactory. 

The  relative  explosive  force  of  gun  cotton  compared  with  ordinary  powder 
is  in  the  relation  of  the  9  to  4.  It  has  been  further  ascertained  that  solid 
shot  thrown  by  the  agency  of  gun  cotton  produced  on  hitting  the  mark  the 
same  effect  as  loaded  shell  discharged  by  ordinary  gunpowder. 

.  The  cotton  famine  at  Ghent  continues  to  increase.  The  charitable 
institutions  have  only  about  $10,000  left  to  supply  the  wants  of  more 
than  4,000  families  during  the  coming  winter.  In  consequence  of 
this  distress  the  press  of  this  country  is  beginning  to  clamor  for  the 
raising  of  the  blockade  of  our  coast,  or  at  least  for  some  arrange- 
ment by  which  if  the  war  continue  all  obstacles  to  the  exportation  of 
cotton  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the  North. 

Full  details  as  conveyed  through  Yankee  channels  of  our  con- 
tinuous victories  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky  to  the  5th  instant  have 
just  come  in.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  which  brought 
them  I  received  from  a  distinguished  Englishman  the  following  in- 
formation :  "  The  time  for  recognition  is  very  near  at  hand  and  the 
object  of  this  letter  is  to  tell  you  so." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  16.]  54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  September  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  of  this 
date  addressed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  germane  to 
the  subject  of  this  dispatch. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Sanders,  who  arrived  here  recently,  called  upon  me  and 
exhibited  to  me  a  contract  with  the  Navy  Department  authorizing 
him  to  build  certain  ships  for  its  use  and  containing  an  engage- 
ment of  that  Department  to  pay  for  them  in  cotton,  deliverable  at 
any  port  in  possession  of  the  Confederate  States  at  prices  current 
there  at  the  time  of  delivery. 

Mr.  Sanders  had  submitted  this  contract  to,  and  invited  the  co- 
operation of,  the  house  of  W.  L.  Lindsay  &  Co.,  of  London,  whose 
reputation  may  probably  be  known  to  you,  but  I  may  add  that  it  is 
fully  and  justly  established  in  public  confidence,  and  entirely  in  the 
interest  of  the  South,  nor  could  the  matter  be  in  better  hands  here. 

At  Mr.  Sanders'  request  I  had  an  interview  with  that  house 
and  learned  from  them  that  while  they  confidently  believe  the  money 
that  was  required  could  be  obtained  upon  the  engagement  of  the 
Navy  Department  to  deliver  cotton  in  the  manner  proposed  and  at 
the  times  specified  in  the  contract,  yet  that  it  could  not  be  done 
17642f)°— 22— vol  3 34 


530  LIST  OF  PAPERS. 

unless  at  a  stipulated  price,  and  that  after  full  consideration  of  the 
subject  in  all  its  bearings  and  more  especially  to  the  rate  of  exchange 
arising  out  of  the  condition  of  the  South  during  the  war  they  fixed 
the  price  at  8  cents  in  coin,  and  they  were  willing  to  undertake 
the  operation  on  those  terms.  They  said  further  that  if  I,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Government,  would  modify  the  contract  by 
fixing  such  price  (although  fully  aware  that  I  had  no  special  author- 
ity to  do  so)  they  would  undertake  the  operation  and  believed  it 
could  be  carried  through. 

Although  perfectly  willing  to  assume  any  responsibility  that  might 
be  necessary  here  to  further  the  public  service,  yet  in  this  instance 
I  thought  it  best  to  decline  the  proposal  and  the  more  readily  as 
we  thought  but  little  time  would  be  lost  in  remitting  the  question  to 
the  Department,  and  it  has  accordingly  been  arranged  that  Mr.  San- 
ders shall  go  back  for  that  purpose,  pursuing  a  route  that  we  think 
gives  the  best  prospects  of  success  in  getting  in. 

I  have  to  report  further  that  Commander  Sinclair  of  the  Navy 
came  here  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago  with  an  order  from  the  Navy 
Department  to  "purchase  or  build"  a  ship,  under  instructions  that 
funds  would  be  supplied  him  for  the  purpose  out  of  means  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Captain  Bulloch,  but  he  found  on  arrival  that  all  those 
funds  had  been  committed  to  existing  arrangements  and  he  was  then 
left  powerless.  There  was  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  too,  the 
difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  commanding  exchange  in  the 
Confederate  States,  even  at  the  high  rates  prevailing,  which  we 
understand  were  about  two  for  one,  there  being  nothing  in  fact  here 
to  draw  upon. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  to  enable  him  to  build  the  ship 
at  once,  I  agreed  to  approve  an  arrangement  to  be  made  by  him  with 
the  house  of  Lindsay  &  Co.  and  inclose  a  printed  form  as  the  form 
which  the  transaction  will  assume. 

You  will  observe  that  my  endorsement  on  the  bond  imports  only 
that  it  is  issued  under  "  competent  authority,"  and,  as  a  consequence, 
that  its  obligation  will  be  met  by  the  Government.  I  deduced  this 
from  the  terms  of  the  order  to  Commander  Sinclair,  which  gave 
him  authority  to  "  build  or  purchase "  under  an  urgent  necessity, 
leaving  everything  to  his  discretion,  coupled  with  the  unexpected 
failure  of  means.  It  was  fully  and  clearly  understood  that  I  had 
no  authority  to  commit  the  Government,  the  contractors  taking  the 
risk  of  the  latter  making  it  good.  And  I  had  again  the  less  hesita- 
tion as  the  Navy  Department  in  its  contract  with  Sanders,  having 
established  a  policy  of  paying  in  cotton,  the  only  real  responsibility 
was  as  to  price,  and  the  sum  required  being  about  60,000  pounds 
sterling  this  engagement  could  not  embarrass  the  Government  in  any 
future  like  operations. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  what  "I  have  done  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Government. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  great  difficulty  the  Government  must  have 
in  placing  funds  in  Europe  necessary  for  its  use  because  of  the 
cessation  of  commerce  and  the  interrupted  communication.  I  ven- 
ture to  suggest,  therefore,  that  money  may  be  commanded  here  by 
the  use  of  obligations  for  delivery  of  cotton  by  the  Government  on 
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the  terms  and  in  the  manner  expressed  in  the  paper  enclosed.  That 
is  to  say,  that  the  delivery  shall  be  made  at  any  port  in  possession  of 
the  Confederate  States  when  demanded  by  the  holder  of  the  bond, 
after  reasonable  (say  30  or  more  days)  notice  or  within  three 
months  or  more  after  a  peace. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  four  or  five  millions  sterling,  or 
more  if  required,  could  be  commanded  in  this  form  from  the  cotton 
spinners  alone.  It  is  perfectly  well  understood  that  this  class  is 
redundant  with  money  arising  out  of  the  large  profits  made  from 
stocks  on  hand  when  the  scarcity  of  cotton  developed  itself.  Money 
that  would  be  immediately  invested  in  cotton  when  it  should  be 
again  accessible. 

Should  the  Government  think  it  proper  to  intrust  this  service  to 
me  I  shall  take  great  interest  in  performing  it.  The  form  of  the 
bond  enclosed  will  convey  the  idea,  but  I  think  the  price  of  the 
cotton  should  be  left  at  discretion,  the  Government  fixing  the 
maximum. 

I  have  received  nothing  from  the  Department  since  your  dispatches 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4.  5,  the  last  dated  on  the  14th  of  April. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

The  Hon  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

/Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure.] 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  September  18, 1862. 

Sir:  The  letter  of  Commander  Sinclair,  which  goes  with  this, 
will  have  informed  you  of  the  mode  adopted  by  him  to  carry  into 
execution  your  orders  to  build  or  purchase  a  ship  here,  to  be  com- 
manded by  him,  of  the  class  and  description  specified  in  the  order. 
Captain  Sinclair  showed  those  orders  to  me,  with  information  that 
he  could  neither  purchase  nor  contract  without  funds  in  hand,  and 
that  Captain  Bulloch,  to  whom  you  referred  him,  had  not  the  means 
to  supply  him. 

A  few  days  since,  Mr.  G.  N.  Sanders  arrived  here,  having  a  con- 
tract with  the  Navy  Department  to  supply  ships  for  a  peculiar 
service,  on  terms  that  they  should  be  paid  for  with  cotton  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Navy  Department,  deliverable  at  ports  in  the  Con- 
federate States,  at  market  rates,  etc.,  when  delivered.  I  shall  refer 
presently  to  Mr.  Sanders'  contract,  and  concerning  which  he  will 
fully  inform  you  as  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 

Captain  Sinclair  conferred  with  me  in  his  difficulties  and  I  learn 
that  he  could  make  an  advantageous  contract  for  the  building  and 
equipment  of  his  ship,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Government  in  cotton, 
provided  the  price  was  fixed  here  absolutely.  I  should  not  have  felt 
at  liberty  to  interpose  by  any  committal  of  the  Government  to  pay 
in  cotton,  but  that  such  policy  had  been  adopted  by  your  Depart- 
ment in  the  contract  with  Mr.  Sanders.  Mr.  Sanders  put  himself 
in  communication  here  with  the  house  of  W.  L.  Lindsay  &  Co..  of 
London,  a  firm  entirely  worthy  of  credit,  and  probably  the  largest 
shipowners  and  shipping  agents  in  England,  and  conferred  freely 
with  me,  as  I  did  with  that  house,  in  regard  to  his  contract.     After 
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many  conferences,  it  was  declared  by  Lindsay  &  Co.  that  the  con- 
tract could  not  be  taken  unless  the  price  of  the  cotton  was  fixed  at 
the  time  and  that  price  was  proposed  at  8  cents,  in  coin,  at  the  port 
of  delivery.  The  money  to  be  raised  on  bonds  or  certificates  to  be 
issued  for  the  delivery  of  the  amount  of  cotton  called  for  in  the 
bond,  at  8  cents  per  pound,  at  the  port  of  delivery,  whiph  bonds 
were  to  have  my  approval  endorsed.  They  believe  that  under  this 
form  of  engagement  the  money  would  be  advanced  on  them  by  the 
cotton  spinners  of  Manchester.  They  said,  further,  that  my  ap- 
proval endorsed  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  capitalists ;  that  the  en- 
gagement would  be  met  by  the  Government.  Of  course,  I  have  no 
authority  from  the  Government  to  commit  it  on  such  engagements 
in  any  form  whatever;  still  in  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  the  dif- 
ficulties of  communication,  etc.,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  assuming 
any  proper  responsibility  to  further  the  ends  of  the  Government  in 
Europe. 

The  contract  of  Mr.  Sanders  established  the  rates  of  payment  at 
the  market  value  of  cotton  when  delivered  and  involving  a  large 
amount.  I  decline  the  responsibility  of  changing  those  rates  to  a 
fixed  price,  and  he  goes  back  to  the  Confederate  States,  to  see  if  he 
can  get  his  contract  altered  in  this  particular.  All  of  which  you  will 
determine. 

In  the  case  of  the  ship  to  be  built  by  Captain  Sinclair,  I  have  taken 
a  different  view ;  it  involves  comparatively  a  small  expenditure,  and 
your  orders  to  him  show  an  earnestness  that  the  object  shall  be 
speedily  attained;  I  have  therefore  advised  him  that  the  necessary 
funds  should  be  raised  through  the  house  of  Lindsay  &  Co.  by  means 
of  these  cotton  bonds,  which  shall  have  my  endorsement  of  approval. 
The  form  of  the  bond  I  enclose  herewith. 

The  Department  in  the  contract  with  Mr.  Sanders,  having  estab- 
lished a  policy  of  paying  in  cotton,  the  only  open  question  was  as  to 
price,  and  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  Captain  Sinclair  is  too 
small  to  embarrass  your  Department  as  to  that  in  any  future  opera- 
tion. My  endorsement  of  the  engagement  of  Captain  Sinclair  ex- 
presses that  it  is  entered  into  by  him  under  "  competent  authority," 
meaning  only  that  I  consider  his  general  power  to  "purchase  or 
build  "  carries  with  it  a  power  to  raise  the  means  in  a  mode  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Sanders'  contract,  in  every- 
thing but  price;  and  as  to  that,  I  advise  and  write  with  him  in  taking 
the  responsibility,  and  as  to  which  I  ask  the  approval  of  your  De- 
partment. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  if  not  impossibility  of  obtaining 
exchange  in  England,  even  at  the  exorbitant  rate,  which,  we  under- 
stand here,  is  more  than  two  for  one,  nor  can  it  be  otherwise  whilst 
during  the  blockade  you  have  nothing  to  draw  upon. 

I  think  by  means  of  these  cotton  bonds  money  can  be  raised  here 
*he„use  of  the  Government,  and  on  this  subject  I  write  at  large 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  this  opportunity,  and  shall  enclose  to 
him  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
The  Hon  S.  R.  Mallort, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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No.  17.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  September  18, 1862. 

Sir:  My  dispatch  No.  16,  of  this  date,  accompanies  this.  The 
messenger,  however,  bearing  them,  must  go  without  incumbrance, 
and  I  must  be  limited  to  a  small  volume. 

My  No.  14  gave  you  full  accounts  of  and  was  accompanied  by 
copies  of  my  correspondence  with  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  of 
recognition  (I  should  send  duplicates  but  for  the  reason  assigned 
above)  terminating,  as  you  will  have  seen  should  they  have  reached 
you,  in  this  Government's  declining  to  act  then,  and  still  to  await 
events. 

I  learn  from  Mr.  Slidell  that  no  answer  has  yet  been  received  to  his 
note  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  of  like  character  with  mine,  the  delay  arising 
as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  desire  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  comply,  and  in  the  meantime  to  bring  England  into  accord. 
Mr.  Slidell  is  entirely  satisfied  with  the  causes  of  delay. 

I  have  heard  from  one  or  two  accredited  quarters  that  this  ques- 
tion is  again  to  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  British  cabinet 
in  October,  and  the  same  report  has  reached  Mr.  Slidell. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs,  I  can  but  hope  that  the  reconsideration 
of  the  British  cabinet  is  brought  about  at  the  instance  of  the  Em- 
peror; and  if  this  be  so,  I  have  little  doubt  that  a  favorable  response 
will  be  strongly  pressed  upon  it  by  him. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  Emperor  is  both  willing  and 
anxious  to  recognize  our  independence,  and  seems  so  to  declare 
himself  without  reserve.  I  had  a  note  the  other  clay  from  an  Eng- 
lish gentleman  of  high  position,  who  told  me  that  he  had  just  seen 
the  Emperor  at  Chalons,  and  who  told  him  in  conversation  that  he 
was  and  had  been  for  some  time,  ready  to  recognize  us,  and  spoke 
rather  impatiently  of  the  opposite  disposition  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have  apprised  Mr.  Slidell  of  the  present  opportunity,  though  I 
could  give  him  but  short  notice,  and  hope  he  may  have  time  to 
embrace  it  for  a  dispatch. 

We  are  all  much  cheered  and  elated  here  at  the  signal  successes 
of  our  arms  in  the  series  of  battles  reported  from  the  Rappahannock 
to  the  Potomac  lines  opposite  Washington ;  followed  up  by  an  arrival 
yesterday  announcing  that  our  forces  had  crossed  into  Maryland. 
We  have  only  the  Northern  accounts,  but  even  they  are  [sufficiently] 
full  to  show  that  our  victories  have  been  complete,  and  the  enemy 
both  routed  and  disorganized.  At  this  distance,  and  without  the 
power  to  aid,  I  am  filled  with  emotions  of  gratitude  to  those  by  whose 
counsels  and  whose  courage  such  great  events  have  been  brought 
about.  I  look  with  renewed  confidence  to  the  effect  which  they 
must  produce  on  the  pending  decision  of  the  Emperor  as  to  recog- 
nition. 

September  19,  1862. 

I  received  this  morning  from  Mr.  Slidell  a  short,  private  note  to 
you  which  goes  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  24.] 

25  Rue  RoYALE, 
Brussels,  September  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  recent  correspondence  between 
the  United  States  consul  at  Vienna  and  Garibaldi,  in  which  the  latter 
declares  his  intention,  as  soon  as  he  is  restored  to  liberty  and  his 
wounds  are  healed  of  offering  his  services  to  the  Yankees. 

In  this  connection  the  Brussels  papers  of  to-day  state  that  the 
volunteers  engaged  with  Garibaldi  in  his  recent  insurrectionary 
movement  will  follow  their  leader  to  America,  thus  largely  increas- 
ing the  number  of  foreign  mercenaries  who  have  been  fighting  to 
subjugate  the  South.  It  is  also  rumored  that  Garibaldi  has  re- 
quested permission  of  Victor  Emmanuel  to  carry  out  this  design, 
and  that  bounty  money  and  bounty  land  had  been  promised  him  and 
his  followers  by  the  Yankee  minister  at  Turin. 

Garibaldi  is  an  utterly  fallen  hero  and,  like  all  desperate  men,  is 
ready  to  catch  at  any  hope,  however  glimmering,  to  retrieve  the 
shame  which  he  has  brought  upon  his  name.  The  more  ardent  of 
his  humiliated  followers  are  disposed  to  link  their  destinies  with  his 
own  and  will  doubtless  be  furnished  with  ample  means  to  enable 
them  to  reach  New  York.  If  Victor  Emmanuel  sanctions  their  ex- 
patriation with  a  full  knowledge  of  their  destination  and  of  the  pur- 
suit in  which  they  intend  to  engage,  he  should  be  held  responsible 
for  a  palpable  violation  of  the  obligations  imposed  by  neutrality 
between  belligerents. 

I  sincerely  regret  that  I  had  not  been  instructed  and  furnished 
with  full  powers  to  proceed  to  Berne  and  Turin,  as  I  requested  in  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Hunter,  then  Secretary  of  State,  under 
date  of  February  1.  I  can  not  but  believe  that  I  could  have  rendered 
and  could  still  render  important  services  to  the  Confederate  States 
in  Switzerland  and  Italy. 

New  York  dates  of  the  16th  via  Cape  Race  have  been  due  more 
than  24  hours.  If  intelligence  is  received  that  our  position  is  main- 
tained in  Maryland,  I  can  not  well  see  how  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington can  long  hold  out.  In  the  event  of  the  capitulation  of  the 
latter  it  will  become  a  serious  question  whether  European  govern- 
ments can  continue  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Lincoln  concern. 

Lord  Russell  crossed  the  Channel  yesterday,  homeward  bound. 
The  Queen  is  to  return  to  Windsor  Castle  on  "the  10th  of  October, 
immediately  after  which  she  is  to  hold  a  privy  council.  I  hope 
shortly  afterwards  to  hear  that  Mr.  Mason  has  been  officially  re- 
ceived and  to  be  enabled  to  inform  you  that  I  have  delivered  my 
letter  of  credence  to  Mr.  Rogier. 

I  have  received  no  dispatches  or  other  communication  from  you 
later  than  that  which  you  transmitted  by  Mr.  de  Leon. 

I  have  the  hono'r  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TT       T  _,  _  A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  11.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  September  26,  1862. 
biR:  It  is  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  profound  impression  pro- 
duced in  this  country  by  the  brilliant  successes  of  our  arms.     The 
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sympathies  of  the  intelligent  classes  are  now  intensified  into  a  feel- 
ing of  sincere  admiration  to  which  even  the  few  presses  that  continue 
hostile  to  us  can  not  altogether  withhold  utterance.  If  it  can  not 
be  said  that  this  feeling  is  generally  shared  by  the  lower  classes,  it  is 
at  least  certain  that  they  also  are  swayed  by  that  British  instinct 
which  hurrahs  for  the  combatant  who  deals  the  hardest  blows. 
There  is  only  one  class  which  as  a  class  continues  inimical  to  us — the 
Lancashire  operatives.  With  them  the  unreasoning,  it  would  per- 
haps be  more  accurate  to  say  instinctive,  aversion  to  our  institutions 
is  as  firmly  rooted  as  in  any  portion  of  New  England,  to  the  popula- 
tion of  which  they,  indeed,  bear  a  striking  resemblance.  They  look 
upon  us,  and  by  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas  upon  slavery,  as  the 
author  and  source  of  their  present  miseries,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  the  astonishing  fortitude  and  patience  with  which  they  endure 
these  miseries  is  mainly  due  to  a  consciousness  that  by  any  other 
course  they  would  promote  our  interests,  a  feeling  which  certain 
supposed  emissaries  of  the  Federal  Government  have  worked  zeal- 
ously to  confirm.  Some  good  might  have  been  effected  by  scattering 
among  this  population  the  recent  letter  of  the  Federal  President  to 
Horace  Greeley,  but  this  required  a  more  elaborate  and  expensive 
machinery  than  my  means  enabled  me  to  organize.  Besides,  ex- 
treme caution  is  required  in  everything  pertaining  to  Lancashire, 
as  the  accusation  has  more  than  once  been  made  against  the  agents 
of  the  Confederate  Government  of  planning  an  agitation  in  that  dis- 
trict, an  accusation,  I  need  not  add,  which  never  had  any  foundation 
in  fact  except  the  ease  with  which  it  was  known  such  an  agitation 
could  be  set  in  motion. 

The  message  of  the  President  at  the  reassembling  of  Congress  has 
been  received  with  unqualified  praise  by  the  press  of  London.  The 
enclosed  extracts  contain  the  tributes  paid  by  some  of  the  leading 
organs  of  public  opinion  to  the  dignity,  moderation,  and  statesman- 
ship which  have  marked  all  our  official  documents.  There  never 
was  a  period  so  favorable  as  the  present  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  with  which  you  have  intrusted  me.  All  information  concern- 
ing the  South  and  especially  the  material  and  organization  of  our 
armies  is  eagerly  sought  by  the  leader  writers  who  find  a  profitable 
market  for  it  in  the  journals  and  magazines  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected. One  writer  usually  writes  for  several  publications,  and  I 
have  thus  the  opportunity  of  multiplying  myself,  so  to  speak,  to  an 
almost  unlimited  extent.  Every  detail  of  the  plan  which  I  laid 
before  the  Department  previous  to  my  departure  for  my  post  has 
been  successfully  carried  out,  only  on  a  much  larger  scale  and  in  a 
far  vaster  field  than  I  anticipated.  The  establishment  of  the 
Index  enabled  me  on  occasion  to  assume  the  position  of  employer 
of  the  pens  of  some  of  these  gentlemen.  Thus,  at  least  half  the 
articles  in  the  Index  are  written  by  Englishmen,  who,  only  a  few 
months  ago,  had  but  imperfect  knowledge  of  and  little  active  sym- 
pathy with  the  South.  It  is  my  object  and  hope,  by  this  means,  to 
found  a  school  of  writers  whose  services  in  the  moral  battles  we 
still  have  to  fight  will,  from  their  positions,  be  more  valuable  than 
those  of  the  ablest  pens  of  our  own  country.  Some  time  is  yet  re- 
quired for  my  complete  success  in  this  respect  and  above  all, 
larger  pecuniary  means.  It  is  true  that  before  you  could  have  re- 
ceived  my  request   for  additional  funds  you  nearly   doubled  the 
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amount  which  I  though  sufficient  when  appointed  to  my  duties,  yet 
with  the  vista  opening  before  me  I  feel  that  I  could  advantageously 
expend  twice  and  even  three  times  the  sums  I  am  authorized  to  ex- 
pend. What  I  have  been  able  to  accomplish  has  been  done  by  allying 
others  with  me  in  bearing  the  expenses,  and  even  this  would  have 
been  impossible  had  I  not  been  able  to  rely  on  Drivate  resources  and 
personal  influence. 

Thus  I  have  in  a  very  limited  degree  subsidized  newspapers  by 
procuring  them  subscribers  among  friends,  my  contingent  allowance 
coming  in  for  but  a  small  contribution.  I  have  similarly  aided 
various  useful  publications,  the  principal  burden  of  expense  being 
borne  by  others.  Again,  in  maintaining  the  Index  at  an  expense 
of  £40  a  week,  I  have  thus  far  used  much  more  of  my  own  money 
and  that  of  friends  than  of  the  funds  intrusted  to  me  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Many  useful  enterprises  I  have  been  reluctantly  forced 
to  forego  altogether  for  lack  or  means. 

Among  the  most  important  effects  upon  public  opinion  produced 
by  our  great  successes  in  the  fear  that,  by  the  triumphs  of  the  South, 
that  reconstruction  of  the  Union  might  be  accomplished,  which 
could  never  have  been  expected  from  the  triumph  of  the  North.  An 
extract  which  I  enclose  from  the  Daily  Telegraph,  the  paper  of 
largest  circulation  in  London,  is  a  fair  expression  of  this  fear. 
While  I  would  not  lend  myself  to  propagate  or  confirm  an  impres- 
sion which  I  know  to  be  erroneous,  I  yet  do  not  deem  it  politic  for 
the  present  to  make  myself  active  in  dispelling  it.  I  have  long  been 
persuaded  that  reconstruction  by  the  triumph  of  either  party  over 
the  other  is  what  the  Government  and  people  of  Great  Britain  would 
make  every  sacrifice  to  prevent,  and  that  one  of  the  chief  causes  of 
the  inaction  of  the  former  has  been  the  conviction  that  the  efforts 
of  the  North  were  futile.  To  whatever  extent,  therefore,  the  impres- 
sion may  gain  ground  that  the  Union  can  be  erected  anew  upon  the 
prostration  of  the  North  instead  of  the  South,  to  that  extent  it  op- 
erates in  favor  of  our  objects.  In  fact  the  suggestion  has  already 
been  made  in  quarters  hostile  to  us  that  the  Confederate  States 
should  be  recognized  now  lest  they  might  have  to  be  recognized  with 
a  territorial  dominion  larger  than  it  was  prudent  to  allow  them. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  since  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament  I  was  absent  from  London  for  several  weeks  during  the 
month  of  August,  keeping  however  in  such  constant  communication 
that  I  could  at  any  time  have  returned  to  my  post  within  thirty-six 
hours.  My  primary  object  was  to  consult  oculists  of  eminence  about 
my  eyes,  the  condition  of  which  from  overexertion  had  become  alarm- 
ing. I  endeavored  to  connect  my  journey  with  my  duties  by  pro- 
curing the  publication  of  a  German  translation  of  Mr.  Spence's 
celebrated  book,  performed  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Wetter,  of  Savannah.  I 
was  less  successful  in  this  than  I  expected,  finding  none  of  the  great 
publishers  willing  to  affix  their  names  to  the  book,  owing  to  the 
universal  prejudice  against  our  cause  and  country.  This  prejudice 
a  Je  bee?-  informed>  has  much  abated  within  the  past  few  weeks. 
A  cheap  edition  of  the  book,  to  the  cost  of  which  I  shall  contribute 
about  £20,  is  now  in  course  of  publication.  Should  the  war  be  much 
longer  prolonged,  it  might  be  worthv  of  your  consideration  whether 
a  competent  agent  might  not  be  of  service  in  Berlin  or  some  other 
large  German  city.     He  should  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 


LIST   OF   PAPERS.  537 

manners  and  the  language  of  the  country;  if  possible  a  native,  and 
a  man  of  wealth  willing  to  spend  it.  Considerable  reflective  influ- 
ence might  be  exerted  by  such  a  man  over  the  Germans  of  the  North- 
ern and  Western  States. 

I  take  pride  in  saying  that  the  Index,  though  I  could  but  imper- 
fectly guide  it  during  my  absence,  in  nowise  discredited  the  high 
rank  among  weekly  periodicals  which,  despite  its  brief  existence,  it 
lias  already  assumed.  This  is  a  proof  that  it  is  established  on  a  firm 
and  permanent  foundation,  and  not  dependent  on  the  chances  that 
may  befall  a  single  man.  I  am  indebted  for  this  gratifying  result 
to  my  manager  and  assistant,  J.  B.  Hopkins,  esq.,  whose  excellent 
judgment  has  been  strikingly  attested  whilst  representing  me  in  the 
Index.  Mr.  Hopkins  is  an  Englishman  who  has  zealously  and  suc- 
cessfully applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  great  question  involved 
in  the  independence  of  the  South.  He  is  the  author  of  an  admirable 
paper  read  before  the  Social  Science  Congress  at  its  last  session  and 
which  attracted  much  attention;  also  of  a  well-filled  introduction  to 
the  South  Vindicated,  just  published  by  General  AVilliams,  late  U.  S. 
minister  at  Constantinople,  under  Mr.  Hopkins'  editorship.  I  am 
further  under  obligations  to  Percy  Greg,  esq.,  one  of  the  most  talented 
leader  writers  of  London,  who  besides  being  a  valuable  contributor 
to  the  Index  is  one  of  our  most  efficient  supporters  in  the  columns 
of  the  Saturday  Review  and  other  literary  and  political  periodicals 
of  high  standing.  In  thus  particularizing  to  you  some  of  our 
English  allies,  I  am  influenced  by  the  importance  of  courting  and  re- 
taining such  support.  These  gentlemen  are  not  citizens  of  the  Con- 
federate States  and  expect  no  favors  of  any  kind,  but  some  of  those 
opportunities  may  arise  which  you  know  so  well  how  to  use,  of  mak- 
ing them  aware,  by  a  single  word,  perhaps,  that  their  efforts  are 
noticed  and  appreciated. 

As  I  write  the  North  American  brings  news  of  a  defeat  of  our 
armies  and  their  retreat  into  Virginia.  The  public  will  attach  little 
importance  to  this  report  unless  abundantly  confirmed.  But  should 
it  turn  out  to  be  true,  it  can  not  now  affect  public  opinion  materially. 
That  public  opinion  is  decidedly  averse  to  the  North,  and  considers 
our  formal  admission  into  the  family  of  nations  as  a  foregone  con- 
clusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Henry  Hotze, 
( 'ommcrcial  Agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at  London. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  7.] 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  Since  my  No.  6  of  19  July,  I  have  received  three  communica- 
tions from  you   (not  numbered),  all  of  which  arrived  on  the  25th 
August.     I  also  received  duplicate  of  your  No.  11  of  16th  May. 

To  your  general  dispatch  of  23d  June  the  number  12  has  been 
affixed.    To  another  dispatch  of  same  date  in  relation  to  a  newly 
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invented  gunpowder  the  number  13  has  been  affixed,  and  to  your  dis- 
patch of  24  June  in  relation  to  counterfeit  issues  of  the  Confederate 
Treasury  notes  and  other  Southern  paper  currency,  the  number  14 
has  been  affixed.  I  pray  you  to  make  your  own  numbers  conform  to 
these,  and  to  notify  your  secretary  of  this  oversight,  that  it  may  not 
be  repeated. 

Your  numbers  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  are  still  missing,  and  for  the  regu- 
larity of  the  archives  of  the  Department,  I  beg  you  to  forward  dupli- 
cates of  them. 

Events  of  startling  importance  have  been  crowded  so  rapidly  into 
the  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  my  last  dispatch  that  any 
attempt  to  give  them  in  detail  would  swell  this  communication  in- 
to a  volume.  I  shall  endeavor  to  send  you  with  this  dispatch  our  files 
of  newspapers  which  will  furnish  details,  and  confine  myself  to  a 
statement  of  the  present  condition  of  affairs. 

On  the  19th  July  the  remnant  of  McClellan's  defeated  army  was 
still  encamped  at  Harrison's  Landing  on  James  River,  fortified  in 
a  very  strong  position  and  protected  by  a  formidable  fleet  of  gun- 
boats. His  defeat  had  been  followed  by  an  order  of  President  Lin- 
coln investing  Major-General  Halleck  with  the  command  in  chief 
of  all  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  headquarters  at  Washington. 
Major-General  Pope  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  which  was  composed  of  the  shattered  remnants  of  the 
armies  of  Fremont,  Milroy,  and  Banks  after  their  rout  by  General 
Jackson  in  the  battles  of  the  Valley,  to  which  were  added  the  several 
armies  of  McDowell,  who  occupied  Fredericksburg,  of  Burnside,  who 
was  recalled  from  North  Carolina,  and  of  Hunter  and  Stevens,  who 
were  recalled  from  South  Carolina.  This  army  was  also  increased 
by  troops  withdrawn  from  Norfolk  and  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
replaced  at  those  points  by  raw  levies.  This  accumulated  force 
amounted  probably  to  about  90,000  effective  men,  and  the  old  cry  of 
"  on  to  Richmond  "  was  renewed  with  the  usual  accompaniment  of 
extravagant  boasting  by  the  Northern  journals. 

General  Lee  first  dispatched  General  Jackson  with  a  corps  d' 
armee  of  about  25,000  men  to  check  Pope's  advance,  and  having  satis- 
fied himself  that  a  small  force  would  be  sufficient  to  watch  McClellan 
(whose  army  was  demoralized  and  dispirited  by  the  result  of  the 
battles  of  the  Chickahominy  and  was  being  fast  worn  down  by  sick- 
ness), proceeded  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble to  join  General  Jackson ;  but  the  movement  was  not  accomplished 
as  speedily  as  was  desirable  in  consequence  of  our  deficiency  in  means 
of  transportation.  General  Lee  had  hoped  with  his  united  forces, 
which  were  nearly  equal  in  number  to  Pope's,  to  crush  the  army  of 
that  general  before  McClellan  could  come  to  its  relief,  if  such  a 
movement  were  attempted.  The  plan  was  on  the  eve  of  successful 
accomplishment  when  a  sudden  rainstorm  so  swelled  the  Rapidan 
River  that  it  was  necessary  to  wait  some  days  before  crossing  it,  and 
Pope  in  the  meantime  taking  the  alarm  retired  rapidly  behind  the 
Rappahannock,  thus  bringing  himself  within  supporting  distance  of 
McClellan,  who  had  been  ordered  round  to  join  him  in  accordance 
with  the  anticipations  of  General  Lee.  The  combined  forces  of 
McClellan  and  Pope  were,  however,  met  by  General  Lee  in  a  series 
of  successful  battles  on  the  plains  of  Manassas  on  the  28th,  29th, 
and  30th  August,  and  the  total  rout  of  the  enemy  was  followed  by 
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the  withdrawal  of  their  entire  forces  into  the  fortifications  around 
Washington,  by  the  disgrace  of  Pope,  who  has  been  banished  to  an 
insignificant  command  in  Minnesota;  and  by  the  appointment  of 
McClellan  to  the  command  of  the  army  collected  "  for  the  defense 
of  Washington." 

General  Lee,  amusing  the  enemy  by  feigned  demonstrations  of  at- 
tack on  his  lines  at  Arlington  Heights,  succeeded  in  withdrawing  his 
entire  army  from  their  front  and  entered  Maryland  by  the  fords  at 
Edwards  Ferry  in  the  neighborhood  of  Leesburg  without  opposi- 
tion and  established  his  headquarters  at  Frederick.  Again  making 
deceptive  demonstrations  of  an  intention  to  march,  at  one  time  into 
Pennsylvania  and  at  another  against  Baltimore,  General  Lee  dis- 
posed his  army  in  such  manner  that  by  a  rapid  movement  he  en- 
veloped the  whole  Federal  force  of  over  11,000  men  stationed  at 
Harper's  Ferry  and  forced  it  into  an  unconditional  surrender.  The 
fruits  of  this  movement  were  over  11,000  prisoners,  including  more 
than  400  officers,  12,000  stands  of  arms,  90  pieces  of  artillery,  and  an 
enormous  quantity  of  stores,  principally  munitions  of  war",  together 
with  200  wagons,  etc.  General  McClellan,  becoming  aware  too 
late  of  the  danger,  moved  from  Washington  in  great  haste  with  the 
view  to  relieve  the  troops  invested  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  on  the  day 
before  their  surrender,  attacked  with  his  whole  force  of  80,000  men 
General  D.  H.  Hill,  who  with  a  rear  guard  of  15,000  men,  had  been 
left  to  resist  his  advance  and  who  held  his  position  with  unconquer- 
able firmness,  but  was  finally  compelled  to  give  way  for  a  short  dis- 
tance under  the  stress  of  these  overwhelming  odds,  until  Generals  Lee 
and  Longstreet,  arriving  with  reinforcements,  reestablished  his  lines 
and  repulsed  the  enemy.  The  rapid  arrival  of  reinforcements  for 
General  McClellan  induced  General  Lee  to  withdraw  his  troops  to 
Sharpsburg  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  junction  with  the  corps 
of  Generals  Jackson  and  A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  not  yet  returned  from 
the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry. 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  16th  and  17th  instant,  General 
McClellan,  with  his  entire  army  amounting  probably  to  150,000  men, 
attacked  General  Lee  with  great  fury  while  the  latter  was  still  sepa- 
rated from  the  corps  of  Jackson  and  Hill,  and  had  not  more  than 
40,000  men  to  meet  the  assault.  Incredible  as  it  may  appear  our  un- 
conquerable soldiers  met  the  shock  with  unyielding  firmness,  fought 
with  desperation,  although  terribly  outflanked  on  both  wings,  and 
slowly  retiring  maintained  an  unbroken  front,  until  the  arrival  of 
Jackson  at  noon,  followed  by  that  of  A.  P.  Hill  at  4  p.  m.,  enabled 
them  to  turn  the  tide,  to  drive  back  the  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy  and  to  regain  their  first  position,  when  the  approach  of  night 
put  an  end  to  the  most  desperate  conflict  of  the  war,  each  party  sleep- 
ing on  its  arms  in  the  respective  positions  occupied  by  them  when 
the  battle  begun.  General  Lee  prepared  to  renew  the  engagement 
next  morning,  but  the  enemy  had  disappeared  from  his  front  and 
left  him  the  master  of  the  field.  After  occupying  the  day  in  provid- 
ing for  his  wounded  and  the  burial  of  the  dead,  General  Lee  with- 
drew, his  army  across  the  river  to  Shepherdstown  for  rest  and  for 
the  purpose  of  gathering  a  large  number  of  stragglers  yet  on  the 
road  from  Kichmond,  and  no  sooner  was  this  fact  known  than  Gen- 
eral McClellan  claimed  a  victory  and  was  tempted  by  the  frantic 
exultation  of  the  Northern  papers  into  what  he  called  a  pursuit  of  a 
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flying  foe.  His  temerity  met  with  severe  punishment.  On  the  21st 
instant  a  division  of  his  army  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river  was 
decoyed  by  a  feigned  retreat  of  Jackson  until  they  were  too  far  ad- 
vanced for  retreat,  and  were  routed  with  appalling  slaughter.  The 
river  was  choked  with  their  dead  who  fell  by  thousands,  and  out  of 
one  regiment  of  about  1,500  men  who  attempted  the  passage  but 
about  150  are  believed  to  have  escaped.  General  Lee  at  the  last  ac- 
counts was  about  to  recross  into  Maryland  at  Williamsport  and  has 
probably  already  established  his  headquarters  at  that  point. 

General  Loring  in  Western  Virginia  has  just  concluded  a  per- 
fectly successful  campaign  (with  the  aid  of  General  Jenkins),  by 
which  the  enemy,  after  being  beaten  in  a  series  of  battles  with  heavy 
loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  had  reached  in  their  flight 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Kanawha,  and  the  remnant  of  their  forces  is 
probably  by  this  time  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ohio  River,  thus 
leaving  western  Virginia  perfectly  free  from  any  other  invading 
force  than  some  small  parties  in  the  extreme  northwest  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Wheeling. 

Signal  triumphs  have  illustrated  our  arms  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  My  last  dispatch  announced  that  General  Bragg  had 
commenced  a  movement  which  was  expected  to  liberate  Tennessee 
from  the  presence  of  the  invaders.  After  a  long  and  laborious 
march  of  over  400  miles  he  crossed,  uninterrupted  by  the  enemy, 
from  Tupelo,  in  Mississippi,  to  Chattanooga,  in  Tennessee.  Cavalry 
expeditions  under  the  daring  leadership  of  Colonel  Morgan  and 
General  Forrest  were  dispatched  into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  which 
attacked  the  enemy  at  their  different  encampments  and  depots  of 
supplies.  Their  communications  were  intercepted,  railroad  bridges 
burned,  tunnels  destroyed,  camps  captured,  and  several  thousands 
of  their  troops  made  prisoners.  The  enemy's  army'  at  Cumberland 
Gap,  about  10,000  strong,  was  closely  invested,  its  supplies  cut  off, 
and  they  were  forced  to  abandon  their  position  in  the  night  and  are 
now  fleeing  through  Kentucky  hotly  pursued  by  our  forces  under 
General  Carter  Stevenson,  who  is  capturing  their  straggling  bands 
as  fast  as  he  can  reach  them.  This  army  of  the  enemv  may  be  con- 
sidered as  nearly  annihilated.  Major-General  Kirby' Smith  in  the 
meantime  advanced  rapidly  into  Kentucky,  reached  Richmond,  de- 
feated and  utterly  routed  an  army  of  10,000  under  General  Nelson 
on  the  30th  August,  the  very  day  of  General  Lee's  grand  victory  at 
Manassas.  The  enemy's  army  was  absolute] v  destroyed,  not  more 
than  two  or  three  thousand  fugitives  escaping  from  the  battle  field. 
The  whole  of  the  arms  taken  in  this  battle  were  used  to  arm  the 
Kentuckians,  who  are  joining  us  in  mass,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained 
that  that  great  State  is  at  last  permanently  joined  to  our  Confed- 
eracy. General  Bragg  advanced  into  Kentucky  by  another  line,  and 
leaving  Nashville  and  Bowling  Green  to  his  left,  arrived  at  Mun- 
fordville,  where  he  forced  a  body  of  5,000  men  to  a  capitulation, 
thus  providing  arms  for  further  reinforcements  of  Kentuckians 
lhese  operations,  by  cutting  off  General  Buell  from  his  base,  have 
forced  that  officer  to  evacuate  Nashville,  and  thus  not  only  is  the 
whole  btate  of  Tennessee  restored  to  our  possession,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  small  district  round  Memphis,  but  the  seat  of  war  has  been 
removed  from  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  to 
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the  banks  of  the  Ohio.    We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  the  news  of 
the  capture  of  Louisville. 

The  contrast  between  our  present  condition  and  that  which  existed 
ninety  days  ago  seems  almost  magical.  Instead  of  having  the  invader 
in  the  heart  of  our  country,  with  our  capital  closely  invested  by  an 
arrogant  and  confident  foe,  our  entire  frontier  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Mississippi,  with  a  few  insignificant  exceptions,  is  reposing 
in  peace  behind  the  protection  of  our  victorious  forces.  The  cry  of 
"  On  to  Richmond  "  and  of  "  Waning  proportions  of  the  rebellion  " 
is  changed  into  a  discordant  clamor  for  protection  arising  from 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  and  terror  and  confusion  reign  in  Cincin- 
nati and  Harrisburg  and  Philadelphia.  No  greater  or  more  strik- 
ing proof  of  the  change  of  spirit  at  the  North  can  be  presented  than 
is  shown  in  the  official  dispatch  of  General  McClellan,  in  which, 
after  falsely  claiming  a  victory  on  the  17th  instant,  he  actually 
felicitates  his  Government  that  "  Pennsylvania  is  safe."  The  news- 
papers of  New  York,  too,  are  demanding  the  transfer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  States  to  that  city  on  the  ground  that  it  is  exposed  to 
capture  in  Philadelphia ! 

In  your  dispatch  of  23d  June  you  intimate  a  purpose  of  withdraw- 
ing to  the  Continent  to  await  the  instructions  of  the  Government  in 
the  event  of  a  refusal  of  recognition  by  the  English  Government  after 
a  formal  demand  which  you  contemplated  making.  The  debates  in 
Parliament  show  that  the  demand  was  made  by  you  (as  well  as  by 
Mr.  Slidell,  of  the  French  Government)  and  was  followed  by  a  re- 
fusal on  the  part  of  the  British  ministry  to  accede  to  our  claim.  We 
therefore  anxiously  await  the  receipt  of  your  subsequent  dispatches, 
not  knowing  whether  you  persisted  in  your  design  of  withdrawal  or 
have  determined  to  await  in  England  the  instructions  of  the  Presi- 
dent. It  is,  of  course,  not  possible  that  the  President  can,  until  your 
correspondence  shall  have  been  submitted  to  him,  determine  as  to  the 
propriety  of  such  withdrawal.  A  measure  so  decided  could  not,  as 
stated  by  yourself,  be  adopted  without  the  most  grave  and  mature 
deliberation ;  and  while  the  President  fully  concurs  in  your  opinion 
that  both  the  dignity  of  this  Government  and  the  self-respect  of  its 
accredited  representative  in  England  would  not  permit  that  any 
attitude  susceptible  of  being  construed  into  that  of  a  supplicant 
should  be  assumed,  many  contingencies  may  arise  in  which  the 
presence,  or  immediate  proximity,  of  an  accredited  minister  near  the 
British  Sovereign  would  prove  of  great  importance  and  value  to  the 
public  interest.  Cases  may  readily  be  imagined  where  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James,  influenced  by  the  continuance  of  marked  successes  on  our 
side,  might  determine  on  the  final  step  of  recognition  and  change 
their  purpose  on  the  arrival  of  unfavorable  intelligence  during  the 
delay  caused  by  the  absence  of  our  minister. 

Your  presence  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  false  opinions,  dis- 
seminating favorable  impressions  of  our  Government  and  people, 
as  well  as  for  affording  a  common  center  or  rallying  point  for  con- 
sultation of  the  parties  representing  the  various  interests  favorable 
to  our  cause,  can  not  be  otherwise  than  important,  nor  is  it  at  all  in 
conflict  with  established  usage  that  commissioners  accredited  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  recognition  of  a  new  power  should  be  delayed 
much  longer  even  than  we  have  been  before  their  just  claims  were 
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admitted.  In  suggesting  these  reflections,  which  have  doubtless  oc- 
curred to  yourself,  it  is  by  no  means  intended  to  intimate  that  the 
circumstances  under  which  you  were  placed  may  not  have  fully  jus- 
tified the  intended  step,  if  you  have  really  taken  it,  but  rather  with  a 
view  to  enforce  your  own  conclusions,  if  the  matter  is  still  in  abey- 
ance, that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted  without  very  grave  and  weighty 
reasons. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  the  President's  message  and  accompany- 
ing documents,  including  the  measures  taken  for  the  repression  of 
the  enormities  threatened  by  the  enemy  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Pope.  I  am  gratified  to  inform  you  that  some  70  of  General 
Pope's  officers,  including  General  Prince,  were  captured  by  General 
Jackson  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Run  soon  after  the  issue  of  the  Presi- 
dent's retaliatory  order,  and  were  excepted  out  of  the  exchange  of 
prisoners  of  war  and  held  in  close  custody.  This  wholesome  severity 
produced  the  desired  effect  and  on  official  assurances  received  from  the 
enemy  that  General  Pope's  order  was  no  longer  in  force  and  that  he 
had  been  removed  from  his  command,  the  captured  officers  were 
paroled  for  exchange.  As  I  have  observed  that  in  some  of  the  Eng- 
lish journals  the  facts  have  been  strangely  perverted  and  the  action 
of  the  President  censured  as  wanting  in  humanity,  it  is  desirable 
that  some  proper  means  be  adopted  by  you  for  giving  publicity  to 
the  facts.  The  confinement  of  the  officers,  notwithstanding  the  threat 
of  great  rigor,  was  the  same  as  that  of  all  the  other  prisoners  of  war, 
jind  no  other  severity  was  exercised  toward  them  than  a  refusal  to 
parole  them  for  exchange  till  Pope's  murderous  orders  were  set  aside. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  call  your  attention,  for  such  use  as  may 
occur,  to  the  enormous  losses  suffered  by  the  enemy  during  the 
present  campaign  and  to  which  history  furnishes  no  parallel  except 
the  disastrous  retreat  from  Moscow.  I  give  you  the  following  esti- 
mate, which,  without  any  pretension  to  exact  accuracy,  is  reduced 
much  below  what  is  believed  to  be  the  real  state  of  the  case  from 
sources  of  information  derived  mainly  from  the  enemy's  own  con- 
fessions. The  list  includes  not  only  the  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners, but  the  losses  of  the  enemy  by  sickness  (which  was  truly 
terrible)  and  desertion: 

First.  McClellan's  army  lost 100,000 

He  landed  on  the  Peninsula  with  nearly  100.000  men.  was  after- 
wards   reinforced    to   158,000,    and    left    with    a    remnant   of   about 
55,000  men. 
Second.  Pope's  army,  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Run  and  of  Manassas 

Plains 30, 000 

Third.  The  armies  of  Banks,  Milroy,  McDowell,  Shields,  and  Fremont, 

in  the  battle  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia 30,000 

Fourth.  Halleck's  army  in  the  West,  originally  220,000,  was  reduced  bv 
battles  at  Shiloh  and  elsewhere,  by  sickness  and  desertion,  to  less 

than  100,000  men.  but  let  the  loss  be  stated  at  only 100,  000 

Fifth.  On  the    coasts  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida, 

and  Louisiana,  by  sickness  and  desertion,  at  least 10,000 

Sixth.  In  north  and  southwestern  Virginia __       5,000 

Seventh.  In  the  battle  of  Boonsboro  and  Sharpsbuig \_       15,000 

Eighth.  In  the  surrender  at  Harper's  Ferry '  11000 

Ninth.  In  the  battle  at  Boteler's  Mills ' 1       ■>'  500 

Tenth.  In  the  army  of  General  Morgan  at  Cumberland  Oui»liI_- IZ_       5,'  000 

Eleventh.  In  the  battle  of  Richmond,  Ky 7  000 

Twelfth.  In  the  surrender  at  Munfordville 5^000 

Thirteenth.  In  the  campaigns  of  Morgan  and  Forrest  and  other  parti- 
san leaders  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee . 4  000 
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Fourteenth.  In  the  trans-Mississippi  campaign,  including  partisan  war- 
fare in  Missouri  and  Arkansas 25,000 

Total 349,500 

In  this  enormous  number  I  am  not  now  able  to  state  what  general 
officers  were  included,  but  in  the  single  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  of 
16th  and  17th  instant,  11  generals  of  the  enemy  were  killed  or 
wounded,  among  them  4  major-generals. 

I  enclose  you,  for  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch  sent  to  Mr. 
Mann  on  the  subject  of  a  recent  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  the  King  of  Denmark  relative  to  Africans  captured  from 
slavers  at  sea.  It  may  be  well  to  have  an  eye  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  in  the  disposal  of  slaves  captured  from  our  people,  and 
you  will  perceive  by  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Mann  what  are  the 
President's  views  on  this  interesting  matter. 

I  must  again  request  of  you  to  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Mann 
a  copy  of  that  part  of  this  dispatch  which  relates  to  the  war  and 
present  state  of  the  country,  as  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  write  to  him 
by  this  conveyance. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 


Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 


Secretary  of  State. 


No.  6.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  September  26, 1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  No.  5,  of  19th  July,  I  am  without  any  communi- 
cation from  you,  with  the  exception  of  your  No.  2,  of  26th  February 
last,  which  was  brought  to  the  Department  the  26th  of  this  month 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  to  whom  you  had  intrusted  it.  This  gentle- 
man has  thus  consumed  seven  months  in  discharging  the  trust  con- 
fided to  him.  Your  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6  are  still  missing,  and  for 
the  regularity  of  the  archives  of  the  Department  I  beg  you  to 
forward  duplicates  of  them. 

Events  of  startling  importance  have  been  crowded  so  rapidly 
into  the  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  my  last  dispatch  that 
any  attempt  to  give  them  in  detail  would  swell  this  communica- 
tion into  a  volume.  I  shall  endeavor  to  send  you  herewith  files  of 
newspapers  which  will  furnish  details,  and  confine  myself  to  a 
statement  of  the  present  condition  of  affairs. 

I  received  on  the  29th  ultimo  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Eost  resigning  his  office  and  informing  the  Department  that  he  was 
about  to  leave  Madrid,  and  had  confided  the  books  and  papers  of 
the  legation  for  safe-keeping  to  Mr.  Bauer,  the  agent  and  partner 
of  the  Rothschilds  in  Madrid.  This  letter  is  dated  on  the  28th 
May,  and  as  nothing  is  said  in  it  in  relation  to  Mr.  Walker  Fearn, 
the  secretary  of  legation,  I  infer  that  the  original  was  accompanied 
by  a  letter  of  resignation  from  Mr.  Fearn  also,  but  no  such  letter 
has  reached  the  Department.  You  are  requested  to  ascertain, 
whether  Mr.  Fearn  has  resigned,  and  if,  contrary  to  the  inference 
drawn  from  Judge  Host's  letter,  he  has  not  done  so,  the  President 
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desires  that  you  intimate  to  him  in  the  manner  best  adapted  to  avoid 
wounding  his  feelings,  that  the  departure  of  Mr.  Rost  under  the 
circumstances  and  his  closing  up  of  the  legation  at  Madrid  have 
put  an  end  to  Mr.  Fearn's  function  as  secretary  to  Madrid,  and 
that  his  office  has  thus  been  vacated. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris* 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  September  26,  1862. 

Sir:  The  duplicate  of  your  letter  of  28th  of  May,  1862,  tender- 
ing your  resignation  as  special  commissioner  of  the  Confederate 
States  near  her  Majesty,  the  Queen  of  Spain,  was  received  by  the 
Department  on  the  29th  July,  and  I  am  directed  by  the  President 
to  inform  you  of  his  acceptance  of  the  resignation  and  to  express 
his  regret  that  the  health  of  yourself  and  family  should  have  ren- 
dered necessary  your  departure  from  Madrid.  The  original  of 
the  letter  has  not  reached  the  Department,  and  inasmuch  as  your 
letters  announces  that  the  papers  of  the  legation  had  been  left  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Bauer  and  not  of  Mr.  Fearn,  it  is  inferred  that  the 
latter  gentleman  has  also  left  Madrid,  and  that  his  resignation 
accompanies  your  original  letter. 

The  department  has  made  to  you  the  following  remittances  of  the 
receipt  of  which  it  has  not  been  advised :  April  12,  1862,  Treasury 
draft  No.  137,  dated  15th  March,  1862,  for  account  salary,  £675. 
July  19,  1862,  Treasury  draft  No.  2,083,  for  account  of  expenses, 
draft  dated  15th  July,  1862,  £618,  lis.,  \\A.  July  19,  1862, 
Treasury  draft  No.  2,087,  dated  15th  July,  1862,  account  of  salary, 
£1,855,  13s.,  4}d. 

You  are  requested,  after  retaining  the  amount  due  you  up  to  the 
28th  of  May,  as  suggested  by  yourself,  to  place  the  remainder  of 
these  remittances  to  the  credit  of  this  Department  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  to  forward  a 
statement  at  your  earliest  convenience  of  the  settlement  thus  made. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

^  Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  P.  A.  Rost,  ' 

Care  Mr.  George  Eustis,  No.  172  Rue  de  Rivoli,  Paris. 


Paris,  September  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Although  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  sometime  since,  I 
avad  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  write  again,  lest  any 
previous  letters  should  have  miscarried. 

Mr.  Fearn  has  ere  this  handed  you  my  resignation,  which  has,  I 
hope,  been  accepted  by  the  President.    The  state  of  my  health  would 

•That  portion  of  the  dispatch   to   Mr.  Mason   relating  to  the  conduct  of 
atchVai''  Preceding  this  communication,  was  also  included  in   this  dis- 
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not  permit  me  to  return  to  Spain,  and  I  am  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced that  paying  the  salary  of  a  commissioner  there  at  this  time 
would  be  throwing  away  money,  which  is  much  needed  elsewhere. 

There  is  little  hope  that  either  England  or  France  will  change 
their  present  policy  toward  us,  notwithstanding  our  brilliant  suc- 
cesses in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  when  the  leading  English  papers 
have  the  audacity  to  assert  that  while  our  course  in  pressing  our 
recognition  has  been  wanting  in  dignity,  it  is  the  peremptory  rejec- 
tion of  our  demands  that  has  thrown,  us  on  our  own  resources  and 
enabled  us  to  do  as  well  as  we  have  done.  The  conclusion  is  inevitable 
that  the  greater  our  successes  the  less  our  chance  of  recognition  be. 
At  any  rate,  I  firmly  believe  that  nothing  will  be  done  in  England 
unless  the  necessities  of  the  people  during  the  next  winter  compel  the 
Government  to  act,  and  that  France  will  wait  to  the  last  for  the 
action  of  England. 

After  we  are  recognized  in  London  and  Paris  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  send  a  commissioner  to  Spain,  her  Government  being  par- 
ticularly slow,  and  intending  to  be  as  much  so  with  regard  to  us 
as  it  is  in  recognizing  the  Kingdom  of  Italy. 

To  the  many  private  reasons  which  make  it  desirable  for  me  to 
return  to  America  as  soon  as  my  health  is  sufficiently  restored, 
another  has  been  lately  added.  General  Butler,  after  taking  my 
house  in  New  Orleans,  has  seized  my  plantation  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Charles,  and  some  40  or  50  of  the  workers  upon  it  have  left.  The 
President  will  understand  the  necessity  of  my  return,  so  that  I  may 
be  near  home  when  New  Orleans  is  again  ours. 

I  mentioned  in  my  previous  letter  Mr.  Edwin  de  Leon  as  quite 
a  proper  person  to  send  to  Madrid  after  our  recognition  by  England 
and  France  puts  an  end  to  his  occupation  here.  I  believe  he  would 
give  the  President  satisfaction. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  and  your  daughters  are  here  and  in  good  health. 
I  left  word  at  their  apartments  yesterday  that  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity to  send  letters  to  Richmond. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  Post. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  14.]  Paris,  September  28, 1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Henry  Cook,  Esq.,  of  London,  intends  presenting  to 
our  Government  certain  propositions  for  laying  telegraphic  cables 
at  points  on  the  coast  of  the  Confederate  States  and  establishing 
communications  with  Europe.  Mr.  Cook  is  experienced  in  these 
matters,  and  his  connections  with  men  of  capital  and  influence  will 
render  any  propositions  he  may  make  worthy  of  the  serious  and 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Government. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

176429"— 22— vol  3 35 
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No.  15.]  Paris,  September  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  My  last  was  of  the  13th  instant,  of  which  I  send  a  duplicate 
herewith.  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  passed  through  Paris  about  10 
days  since  on  his  way  from  Spa  to  London,  and  called  to  see  me 
for  the  purpose  of  talking  of  our  affairs.  His  peculiar  position  as 
the  leader  of  an  extensive  and  influential  class  in  England  and  the 
son-in-law  of  Lady  Palmerston  gives  a  value  and  significance  to  his 
opinions  beyond  that  of  a  simple  member  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  I  therefore  think  it  proper  to  put  you  in  possession  of  them. 

He  opened  the  conversation  by  saying  that  from  the  commence- 
ment of  our  contest  his  sympathies  had  been  decidedly  with  the 
South,  and  that  everything  that  had  since  occurred  had  but  served  to 
confirm  and  strengthen  them.  That  at  first  he  was  almost  alone  in 
his  opinions  among  those  with  whom  he  habitually  acted :  that  they 
considered  the  war  as  one  between  slavery  and  freedom.  He,  on  the 
contrary,  viewed  it  as  a  struggle,  on  the  one  hand,  for  independence 
and  self-government,  on  the  other,  for  empire,  political  power,  and 
material  interests. 

That  in  this  respect  there  had  been  a  complete  revolution  in  public 
sentiment  in  England,  and  especially  among  those  who  had  most  at 
heart  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  great  body  of  "  dissenters,"  their 
eyes  had  been  opened  by  the  course  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  especially  by 
his  recent  speech  to  the  delegation  of  colored  men  from  New  York 
and  his  letter  to  Horace  Greeley. 

That  they  were  now  satisfied  that  the  chances  of  negro  emanci- 
pation were  much  better  if  we  were  left  to  ourselves  than  if  we  had 
remained  in  the  Union.  In  this  I  concurred  with  him,  for  then  the 
solution  of  the  question  would  depend  on  a  calm  and  dispassionate 
consideration  of  the  economical  and  social  advantages  or  disadvan- 
tages of  the  system. 

If  the  day  should  ever  arrive  when  slave  labor  ceased  to  be  profit- 
able and  the  slave  could  safely  be  liberated,  slavery  would  soon  cease 
to  exist.  That  day  would  be  retarded — it  certainly  could  never  be 
advanced — by  foreign  intervention  in  any  form,  or  by  foreign  sug- 
gestions, advice,  or  remonstrance. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  asked  if  the  President  could  not  in  some 
way  present  the  prospect  of  gradual  emancipation.  Such  a  declara- 
tion coming  from  him  unsolicited  would  have  the  happiest  effect  in 
Europe,  lead  immediately  to  recognition,  and,  if  necessary  or  desir- 
able, to  more  decided  measures  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  I  said  that 
this  was  a  matter  appertaining  exclusively  to  the  States ;  that  ours 
was  a  constitutional  Government  in  spirit  as  well  as  form;  and 
that  no  President  could  take  upon  himself  to  speak  on  the  subject, 
even  in  the  way  of  counsel.  He  then  said  a  declaration  from  the 
President  disclaiming  any  purpose  of  aggression  or  conquest  and 
pronouncing  the  principles  of  free  trade  would  have  a  most  bene- 
ficial influence  and  asked  if  I  could  make  such  a  suggestion.  I 
replied  that  to  this  I  saw  no  objection,  but  that  it  seemed  to  be  quite 
superfluous  to  repeat  what  we  had  already  so  often  declared  to  the 
world. 

In  reply  to  my  question  as  to  what  he  thought  of  the  prospect  of 
our  recognition  by  England  he  said  that  he  felt  very  confident  that 
it  was  close  at  hand,  a  very  few  weeks  at  furthest.     I  said  that  I 


UST  OF  PAPERS.  547 

wished  to  believe  that  his  opinion  was  correct,  but  that  i  could  not 
account  for  the  obstinate  persistence  of  the  ministers  in  their  policy 
of  inaction  in  spite  of  the  well-known  and  often-expressed  wishes  of 
the  Emperor  on  any  other  hypothesis  than  their  desire  to  see  the 
war  prolonged  until  the  North  should  be  thoroughly  exhausted.  He 
protested  earnestly  against  such  an  idea,  but  (I,  of  course,  did  not 
tell  him  so)  he  did  not  at  all  shake  my  convictions  on  that  point. 
He  declared  himself  in  favor  of  immediate  recognition  and  promised 
to  exert  all.  his  influence  to  bring  it  about.  I  very  much  fear  that  our 
reported  recent  check  in  Maryland  will  be  seized  on  as  a  pretext  for 
further  delay. 

I  was  much  and  agreeably  surprised  last  week  by  a  visit  from  the 
head  of  an  extensive  banking  house  of  Paris,  who  came  to  know  if  I 
had  authority  and  desired  to  borrow  money  for  my  Government, 
saying  that  he  and  other  capitalists  were  disposed  to  embark  in  such 
an  operation  if  satisfactory  terms  could  be  agreed  on.  I  replied  that 
I  had  no  specific  authority  for  that  purpose,  and  that  my  instruc- 
tions were  entirely  silent  on  the  subject,  perhaps  for  the  reason  that 
when  they  were  given  it  was  not  considered  probable  that  the  attempt 
would  be  successful;  that  the  special  agents  of  my  Government  in 
Europe  had  made  large  purchases  of  munitions  of  war,  clothing,  and 
supplies  of  various  kinds  for  the  Army  and  had  built  and  pur- 
chased several  vessels;  that  everything  had  been  regularly  and 
promptly  paid  for  in  cash ;  but  that  I  had  reason  to  suppose  that  their 
funds  were  exhausted  for  the  time  and  they  could  advantageously 
employ  a  considerable  sum.  I  suggested  that  the  best  arrangement 
for  both  parties  would  be  the  delivery  of  cotton  within  a  certain 
delay  and  a  fixed  price  at  a  point  or  points  of  the  interior  of  the 
Confederate  States;  that  I  would  be  glad  to  receive  some  definite 
offer,  but  would  not  be  willing  to  make  any  positive  agreement  with- 
out consulting  my  colleague  at  London.  I  accordingly  wrote  to  Mr. 
Mason,  who  informs  me  of  a  fact  of  which  I  was  ignorant — that  an 
arrangement  of  a  similar  character  had  been  made  in  London.  I 
expect  to  have  in  a  few  days  the  propositions  of  the  bankers  above 
referred  to,  when  I  will  correspond  further  with  Mr.  Mason. 

I  had  written  thus  far,  intending  to  send  my  dispatch  as  usual 
through  Mr.  Mason,  when  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  de  Leon, 
informing  me  that  "if  I  had  any  papers  or  dispatches  to  forward  to 
the  Confederate  States  and  would  send  them  to  him  to-morrow  at  2 
o'clock,  he  had  a  messenger  by  whom  to  send  them;  that  he  was 
under  promise  not  to  reveal  anything  further;  that  the  route  will 
be  via  West  Indies,  and  an  opportunity  will  be  given  him  to  leave  for 
the  Confederate  States  shortly  after  his  arrival."  As  my  secretary, 
Mr.  Eustis,  is  absent.  I  shall  barely  have  time  to  have  this  dispatch 
copied,  and  can  only  add  that  I  have  just  left  M.  de  Persigny,  who 
expresses  the  most  entire  confidence  that  we  shall  very  soon  be  recog- 
nized, and  says  that  he  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  English 
ministry  are  now  disposed  to  cooperate  with  the  Government  of 
the  Emperor.  He  also  informs  me  that  M.  Thouvenel  is  much  more 
favorably  inclined  than  he  has  heretofore  been.  _ 

Mr.  de  Persigny  showed  me  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  British 
Legation  at  Washington  to  Earl  Kussell  and  by  him  communicated  to 
this  Government  through  Lord  Cowley  (all  telegraphic  dispatches 
pass  through  the  ministry  of  the  interior) ,  announcing  the  capture 
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of  8,000  prisoners  by  Jackson  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  that  the  situa- 
tion of  McClellan  in  Maryland  was  considered  extremely  critical. 
The  regular  telegraphic  news  just  received  to  the  18th  instant  gives 
cause  to  hope  that  the  reported  victories  of  the  Federals  on  the  16th 
and  17th  will  prove  to  have  been  defeats.  If  this  hope  be  realized, 
even  Earl  Russell  will  find  it  difficult  to  invent  an  excuse  for  longer 
refusing  to  comply  with  our  just  demands. 

The  Emperor  is  expected  here  on  the  4th  or  5th  proximo;  when  I 
shall  ask  an  audience.  If  it  be  granted,  as  I  hope,  and  the  result  be 
not  satisfactory,  or  if  an  audience  be  refused,  I  shall  call  formally 
on  Mr.  Thouvenel  for  a  response  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  of  July, 
which  I  have  not  hitherto  urged  for  reasons  stated  in  my  dispatch 
No.  12.  It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  Count  de  Persigny  has  never 
until  now  spoken  confidently  of  early  recognition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  October  8, 1862. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  he  is  the  authorized  representative  in  this  island  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America.  Mindful  of  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment which  he  represents  has  not  yet  been  formalty  recognized  by 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  the  undersigned  has  hitherto 
refrained  from  bringing  to  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  the 
official  position  with  which  he  is  invested.  In  doing  so  now  the 
undersigned  has  no  desire  to  press  any  claim  upon  your  Excellency 
beyond  what  may  appertain  to  him  as  the  agent  of  a  Government 
which  is  recognized  by  her  Britannic  Majesty  as  a  belligerent.  But 
in  view  of  the  recent  rapid  march  of  events  in  America  and  the 
signal  and  decisive  successes  that  have  attended  the  Confederate 
arms,  the  undersigned  deems  it  a  duty  no  longer  to  withhold  the  in- 
formation which  he  now  has  the  honor  to  transmit. 

The    undersigned,    gratefully    acknowleding    the    courtesies    ex- 
tended to  him  by  your  Excellency,  has  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyltger,  Agent  C.  S.  A. 

His  Excellency  C.  J.  Batley, 

Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  Nassau,  N.  P. 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  October  2, 1862. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
of  this  date,  and  to  say  that  his  Excellency  will  forward  the  same 
to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  by  an  early  opportunity. 

His  Excellency's  instructions  do  not  permit  him  to  recognize  any 
official  representative  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  but 
his  Excellency  will  always  be  happy  to  receive  any  unofficial  rep- 
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reservations  which  you  or  any  other  gentleman  of  the  Southern  States 
may  wish  to  offer  him  in  his  private  and  personal  capacity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  Nesbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 
L.  Heyliger,  Esq.,  etc. 


Halifax,  October  4.  1862. 
I  do  hereby  for  myself  individually  and  as  agent  for  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  guarantee  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
schooner  Lone  Star  and  her  cargo  against  all  loss,  detention,  or 
damage,  seizure  or  capture  by  the  enemies  of  said  Confederacy, 
that  may  happen  on  her  voyage  from  Halifax  to  Baltimore  and 
back  to  Halifax,  and  to  pay  all  loss  or  losses  that  may  arise  on  the 
cargo,  which  is  to  be  disposed  of  at  Baltimore,  as  witness  my  hand 
and  seal. 

S.  N.  Stewart. 

One  thousand  dollars,  which  will  include  a  lifeboat,  thoroughly 
equipped  with  sails,  oars;  and  signal  lights.  The  loss,  if  any,  on  the 
cargo,  to  be  paid  by  the  Government  as  per  agreement  attached. 

The  cargo  of  fish  was  purchased  very  low,  and  the  captain  was  of 
the  opinion  that  money  would  be  made  by  the  shipment,  if  the  return 
cargo  of  flour  should  be  laid  in  at  reasonable  price. 

B.  Wier  &  Co.,  are  highly  honorable  merchants  and  will  no  doubt 
render  a  faithful  account. 

Pay  of  two  men  at  $40  per  month  each  till  their  return.  They  left 
on  4th  of  October,  say  six  weeks,  or  $60  each,  making  $120. 

Two  round  trips  per  month  make  $600  per  month;  we  would 
receive  four  barrels  per  month  each  way,  making  eight  barrels  per 
month. 

No.  25.] 

25  Rue  Royale,  Brussels,  October  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  "  Social  Science  Congress  of  all  Nations,"  which  this 
year  held  its  annual  meeting  here,  terminated  its  deliberations  on  the 
27th  ultimo.  Previous  to  its  adjournment,  it  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Executive  of  the  Federal  Government,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  translation: 

Sib  :  A  number  of  the  members  of  the  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Social 
Science,  now  assembled  in  Brussels,  and  representing  most  of  the  European 
States,  venture  to  address  the  President  of  that  great  people  in  the  Western 
World,  in  whose  progress  and  prosperity  they  can  not  but  feel  the  deepest 
interest. 

The  melancholy  strife  which  is  now  raging  and  devastating  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  North  American  Continent,  has  in  its  origin  and  progress  given  irresistible 
proofs  of  the  energy  and  excitement  with  which  the  opposing  sections  have  con- 
tended for  the-  opinions  and  principles  which  each  has  advocated.  Now,  we 
fairly  doubt  the  sincerity  of  both,  but  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  friendly 
communication  to  wound  the  susceptibilities  of  either.  Blood  enough  has  been 
shed,  treasures  enough  have  been  poured  out;  and  it  is  in  the  hope  that  the 
prayer,  hitherto  but  too  faintly  uttered,  but  which  nevertheless  represents  the 
almost  unanimous  sentiment  of  your  European  brethren— the  hope  that  the 
prayer  for  truce — for  peace,  may  find  a  concurring  response  in  the  Western 
World,  that  we  venture  to  breathe  it  from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

We  dare  not  propose  to  a  people  so  self-supported,  so  advanced  in  civilization, 
whose  feelings,  however,  strongly  excited  can  not  be  uninfluenced  by  the  course 
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of  events  and  the  teachings  of  experience — we  dare  not  propose  any  particular 
modus  procedendi  by  which  the  grave  question  and  difference  may  be  pacifically 
solved,  but  if  a  suspension  of  hostilities  could  be  obtained  as  a  preliminary 
measure,  time  might  be  given  to  consider  by  what  instrumentality  the  present 
disastrous  conflict  might  be  brought  to  an  end.  If  the  will  exist,  which  we 
would  not  for  a  moment  doubt,  the  means  may  be  found  more  practicable  than 
they  at  first  appear.  The  whole  civilized  world  would  rejoice  in  so  happy  a  con- 
summation, and  if  we  can  in  any  way  contribute  toward  it,  we  shall  indeed  not 
have  appealed  in  vain  to  patriots  and  Christians. 

As  far  as  the  proceedings  of  this  Social  Science  Congress  have 
developed  themselves  to  my  eye,  no  specific  allusion  was  made  to 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  Confederate  States.  It  was  in  this 
congress,  as  you  will  recollect,  during  its  session  in  London  in  1860, 
that  one  of  its  most  distinguished  members,  Lord  Brougham,  assailed 
the  slave-holding  States  so  vituperously  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Dallas,  the  then  United  States  minister.  This  body  is  chiefly  com- 
posed of  European  savants,  most  of  them  sickly  minded  philan- 
thropists, without  any  well-defined  rational  object  to  engage  their 
deliberations.  How  their  kindred  spirits  in  Yankeedom — those  who 
desire  the  desecration  of  our  homes,  whatever  the  cost  in  blood — will 
receive  this  letter  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture.  It  will,  of  course, 
meet  with  unqualified  condemnation,  in  out  and  out  abolition  circles, 
as  the  impertinent  intermeddling  of  Europeans  in  matters  exclusively 
American,  but  it  will  nevertheless  exercise  a  salutory  influence  in  our 
interest,  wherever  circulated  in  this  hemisphere.  If  the  voice  of  the 
antislayery  agitators  of  Europe  urge  upon  Lincoln  a  cessation  of 
hostilities,  all  calm,  reflecting  men  everywhere  can  scarcely  fail  to 
become  warmly  enlisted  on  our  side  if  he  refuse  to  give  his  assent 
to  their  request.  In  any  point  of  view  the  procedure  can  not  fail  to 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  opinion  of  an 
enlightened  world  the  North  must  speedily  appear  in  the  ignoble 
attitude  of  the  outcast  of  nations.  Nor  will  the  proclamation  of 
Lincoln  for  the  liberating  of  the  slaves  in  the  disloyal  States  benefit 
in  the  slightest  degree  her  desperate  fortunes.  This  measure  will 
be  regarded,  even  by  European  abolitionists,  as  infinitely  more  fiend- 
ish than  humane.  The  same  steamer  which  conveys  this  telegraphic 
intelligence  also  conveys  the  intelligence  of  the  existence  of  a  state 
of  siege  in  all  the  Federal  States.  This  is  the  finishing  blow  to  the 
Constitution  of  1787,  and  the  consequent  end  of  public  liberty  in  the 
region  of  America  ruled  by  the  Cabinet  of  Washington.  Napoleon 
never  did  anything  so  bad— Robespierre,  except  in  his  hasty  execu- 
tions, nothing  worse.  This  act  must  silence  even  the  Brights  and 
the  Cobdens  of  Great  Britain  in  their  advocacy  of  the  North,  as  well 
as  the  most  clamorous  French,  German,  and  Italian  Red  Republi- 
cans. I  behold  in  it  a  tower  of  strength  looming  up  for  the  Con- 
federate States.  It  will  add  millions  to  the  already  large  number 
of  our  friends. 

The  asserted  brilliant  victories  of  McClellan  in  Maryland,  pomp- 
ously heralded  all  over  Europe  ten  days  ago,  are  now  regarded  as 
but  little  better  than  so  many  defeats,  according  to  the  accounts  just 
in  even  in  New  York  circles.  No  information  upon  the  subject  has 
yet  been  received  through  Southern  channels 

Queen  Victoria  is  to  be  here  on  the  13th  instant,  on  her  return 
from  Germany  to  Osborne  House.    She  is  to  stay  two  or  three  days 
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with  King  Leopold.  If  the  high  source  from  which  I  derive  my 
information  upon  the  subject  is  not  deceived  she  will  be  at  home  but 
a  very  few  days  until  our  recognition  is  consummated. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  the  Eoman  question  is  near  a  solution 
which  will  secure  the  peace  of  Europe.  I  think  it  more  than  prob- 
able that  the  compensation  of  France  for  her  agency  in  the  abolition 
of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  will  be  the  island  of  Sardinia, 
that  valuable  key  to  the  Mediterranean.  In  this  connection,  I  may 
remark  that  the  King  of  Italy  has  amnestied  Garbaldi  and  his 
followers. 

Mr.  Gladstone  has  just  delivered  a  speech  at  Newcastle  in  which 
he  remarked,  "There  is  no  doubt  that  Jefferson  Davis  has  made  a 
nation  of  the  South."  This  clearly  foreshadows  our  early  recogni- 
tion, as  no  member  of  the  British  cabinet  is  in  closer  cordial  rela- 
tions with  the  premier  than  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  The 
assertion  produced  a  profound  sensation  upon  the  auditory  to  which 
it  was  addressed,  and  such  is  the  importance  attached  to  it  that  it 
has  been  telegraphed  all  over  Europe. 

You  will  perceive,  in  the  enclosed  extracts  from  the  newspapers  of 
this  metropolis,  that  the  condition  of  the  industrial  classes  in  Bel- 
gium is  lamentable  in  the  extreme. 

I  am  still  without  any  later  dispatch  from  you  than  that  brought 
over  by  Mr.  de  Leon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va. 


No.  16.]  Pakis,  October  9,  1862. 

'     Sir  :  You  will  find  herewith  duplicate  of  my  last  dispatch  of  29th 
ultimo. 

I  received  from  Earl  Shaftesbury  a  letter  dated  September  30,  in 
which  he  says: 

"  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  event  so  strongly  desired 
of  which  we  talked  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  Paris 
is  very  close  at  hand." 

Lord  Lyons  returned  to  America  on  October  15.  Is  it  not  possible 
he  may  announce  it  %  I  thought  that  this  letter  presented  a  sufficient 
reason  to  ask  an  interview  with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  whom  I  had  not  seen 
since  the  23d  of  July,  and  accordingly  called  on  a  friend  at  the 
Affaires  Etrangeres,  of  whom  I  spoke  in  a  previous  dispatch. 

Having  communicated  to  him  confidentially  Earl  Shaftesbury's 
letter,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  for  an  audience.  Mr.  Thouvenel 
replied  that  he  would  have  been  very  happy  to  see  me  but  that  he 
was  then  expecting  Mr.  Dayton,  with  whom  he  had  fixed  an  inter- 
view and  requested  my  friend  to  say  to  me  that  while  we  might 
expect  to  be  recognized  at  no  very  distant  day,  he  thought  that  the 
step  would  not  be  taken  officially  at  the  time  intimated  by  Earl 
Shaftesbury  for  the  departure  of  Lord  Lyons ;  that  whatever  might 
be  done  would  be  done  concurrently  with  the  English  Government; 
that  a  correspondence  on  the  subject  was  then  going  on,  but  that 
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nothing  would  be  definitely  decided  until  the  return  of  the  Emperor 
from  Biarritz  on  the  8th  instant,  when  the  question  would  be  taken 
up  in  cabinet  council.  On  the  same  day  I  received  a  note  from  Mr. 
Persigny,  saying  that  Mr.  Fould  (minister  of  finance),  who  has 
just  returned  from  Biarritz,  tells  me  that  the  Emperor  is  very  im- 
patient to  recognize  the  South  and  is  making  efforts  (fait  des  de- 
marches) throughout  Europe  for  a  general  recognition.  The 
Emperor  arrived  at  St.  Cloud  yesterday  and  a  cabinet  council  will 
be  held  to-morrow.  It  is  very  probable,  however,  that  the  Italian 
question  will  take  precedence  of  ours  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
cabinet.  I  have  private  advices  from  London  that  the  English 
cabinet  will  also  meet  to-morrow  for  the  first  time  since  the  proroga- 
tion of  parliament,  and  that  the  question  of  recognition  will  be  dis- 
posed of.  Notwithstanding  Lord  Shaftesbury's  assurances  and  Mr. 
Gladstone's  late  speech  at  Newcastle,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  Earl  Russell  has  again  succeeded  in  inducing  a  majority  of 
the  cabinet  to  accept  this  waiting  policy.  Should  this  be  the  case, 
I  am  not  without  hope  that  the  Emperor  will  take  the  responsibility 
of  dispensing  with  the  cooperation  of  England.  His  example  would 
certainly  be  followed  by  a  majority  of  the  Continent  powers. 

I  send  herewith  certain  papers  in  relation  to  improvements  in 
artillery  and  breech-loading  firearms  which  one  of  the  inventors, 
Mr.  Claxton,  ex-United  States  consul  at  Moscow,  has  requested  me 
to  forward,  and  which  he  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  Gov- 
ernment without  expectation  or  desire  of  compensation. 

I  am.  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  October  13,  1862.      ' 

Dear  Sir  :  My  last  communication  was  of  the  16th  ultimo  in  origi- 
nal per  Kate  and  duplicate  per  Anglia. 

I  beg  to  inclose  copy  of  a  correspondence  with  the  governor  of 
these  islands.  Of  course,  Mr.  Bayley  has  been  cognizant  of  my 
position  ever  since  my  arrival,  but  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
bring  the  matter  formally  to  his  attention  until  recently. 

I  have  made  a  considerable  shipment  by  the  Leopard  both  for 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

The  steamer  Bonita  arrived  two  days  since  from  Liverpool  with 
a  cargo  of  iron  plates.  She  is  to  be  followed  by  three  sailing  vessels 
bringing  a  total  of  1,000  tons  iron  plates  and  1,000  tons  boiler  iron. 

VV  likes,  of  Trent  notoriety,  touched  here  a  few  days  since  in  the 
Wachusett,  his  flagship.  He  merely  landed  dispatches  for  the  Fed- 
eral consul.  There  are  some  eight  or  ten  cruisers  off  the  Beminis, 
Berry  Islands,  Hole  in  the  Wall,  and  Elbow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Hetliger. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 
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No.  26.]  25  Rue  Royale,  Brussels, 

October  U,  1862. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  yesterday  sent 
to  Mr.  Rogier,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  Belgium. 

From  the  time  of  our  separation  with  the  North  the  Lincoln  Cabi- 
net has  been  most  anxious  to  secure  the  good  will  of  King  Leopold, 
but  I  have  satisfactory  reasons  for  believing  that  it  has  completely 
failed  in  the  accomplishment  of  its  purpose.  So  upright  a  man 
and  just  a  sovereign  can  assuredly  see  nothing  to  admire  in  a  con- 
cern, scarcely  deserving  to  be  dignified  with  the  title  of  government, 
which  has  notoriously  outraged  all  the  respected  and  respectable 
usages  of  civilization. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  l'Independance  Beige,  the  most 
popular  perhaps,  but  certainly  not  the  most  able,  of  continental  jour- 
nals, is  under  a  peculiar  influence  in  its  violent  hostility  to  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  yet  were  it  left  to  my  judgment  to  choose  be- 
tween its  animosity  and  its  friendship  I  would  accept  the  former  in 
preference  upon  the  principle  that  an  unwilling  witness  imparts 
inordinate  importance  to  his  own  testimony.  L'Independance  occa- 
sionally has  to  reveal  truths,  and  when  it  does  so,  which  is  not 
unfrequent,  it  serves  our  cause  more  than  it  harms  it  by  the  publica- 
tion of  glaringly  false  statements.  Such  an  admission  as  the  follow- 
ing contained  in  the  last  received  New  York  Times  undoes  of  itself 
all  the  misrepresentations  prepared  at  Washington  for  circulation 
in  Europe  with  respect  to  the  Yankee  victories  claimed  in  Maryland : 

General  McClellan's  report  represents  a  fearful  picture  of  life  wasted  in 
South  Mountain  and  Antietam  battles.  The  price  paid  was  worth  the  capture 
or  annihilation  of  the  rebel  army.  What  officer,  or  what  difficulties  of  country, 
or  what  combination  of  circumstances  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  this  worst 
of  all  bargains. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A .,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Brussels,  October  13, 1862. 
In  a  written  statement,  dated  the  29th  of  May  last,  which  the 
undersigned,  accredited  commissioner  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America  to  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  Belgians,  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  his  excellency  Mr. 
Rogier,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  the  claims  of  his  country  to  a 
recognition  by  enlightened  powers  and  States  as  an  independent  Re- 
public, he  took  occasion  to  remark: 

That  the  Confederate  States  have  experienced  serious  reverses  in  the  capitu- 
lation to  their  enemy  of  seaports  and  other  valuable  positions  the  undersigned 
unhesitatingly  admits,  but  he  can  not  admit  that  those  reverses  have  occasioned 
the  slightest  dismay  among  his  countrymen  as  concerns  ulterior  results.  They 
have  not  been  without  their  uses  in  rendering  dearer  than  ever  the  cause  of  the 
infant  Confederation  to  its  unwearied  supporters.  They  have  conclusively  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  the  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  are  ready  to  sacri- 
fice their  earnings  in  the  face  of  staring  indigence,  rather  than  that  their  foe 
should  be  even  remotely  benefited  by  the  yield  of  their  fields.  Men  who  are 
equal  to  such  trials  are  not  born  to  be  conquered.  This  was  illustrated  by  the 
Russians  at  Moscow,  to  say  nothing  of  numerous  other  instances. 
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If.  hopes  are  indulged  in  the  cotton  manufacturing  districts  of  Europe  that 
the  raw  material  will  find  its  way  to  them  through  ports  occupied  by  the  North, 
they  will  prove  mournfully,  perhaps  ruinously,  delusive.  Were  the  planters 
so  far  forgetful  of  the  obligations  of  patriotism  as  to  send  their  crops  to  New 
Orleans,  the  North  would  continue  to  monopolize  them  for  her  own  manufac- 
tories, and,  in  this  manner,  endeavor  to  possess  herself  exclusively  of  the 
markets  of  the  world,  to  the  irreparable  injury  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Bel- 
gium, Switzerland,  the  Germanic  Stares,  and  other  countries  whose  inhabitants 
have  been  employed  in  this  industrial  pursuit.   . 

The  undersigned  can  freely  assure  Mr.  Rogier  that  the  planters  would  be  but 
too  happy  to  place  every  pound  of  their  products  not  absolutely  needed  fpr  their 
own  consumption  at  the  disposal  of  the  peoples  of  Europe,  and  take  in  return 
for  them,  as  far  as  might  be  wanted,  articles  of  European  manufacture,  but 
they  will  never  agree  that  1  pound  shall  pass  through  a  port  other  than  that 
over  which  they  have  entire  control.  Never !  They  would  deserve  to  be  stig- 
matized as  sham  patriots  all  over  the  earth's  surface  if,  for  the  sake  of  pecu- 
niary gain,  they  would  feed  the  foe  that  would  rob  them  of  their  last  crumb 
of  bread  and  then  apply  the  torch  to  their  domiciles. 

His  Excellency,  Mr.  Rogier,  will  have  perceived  that  the  under- 
signed was  not  too  confident  in  the  expectations  which  he  then 
entertained  and  thus  expressed.  With  the  successful  resistance  on 
the  loth  of  May,  at  Fort  Darling,  on  the  James  Eiver,  to  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Federal  gunboat  fleet  to  Richmond,  the  victories  of  the 
Confederate  arms  commenced  and  with  comparatively  unimportant 
exceptions  continued  to  the  date  of  the  last  advices  which  have  been 
received  from  the  different  theaters  of  war. 

The  strongest  tide  of  Northern  invasion,  that  which  entered  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee,  has  been  rapidly  rolled  back,  and  with  such 
overwhelming  force  as  to  cause  the  invaders  to  tremble  with  fear  for 
the  security  of  a  portion  of  the  domains  which  they  rule  by  military 
law.  Maryland  is  more  likely  to  be  united  with  the  South  than  ever 
Virginia  was  to  be  united  with  the  North.  The  clique  of  Unionists 
who  ruled  Kentucky  have  been  driven  from  their  stronghold  and 
pursued  to  the  borders  of  Indiana  and  Ohio,  where  they  seek  gun- 
boat protection.  In  short,  all  the  patriotic  citizens  of  those  two 
States,  as  well  as  those  of  Missouri,  resolutely  aim  at  severing,  for- 
ever, their  political  relations  with  that  which  remains  of  the  old 
Federal  Union  and  uniting  their  destinies  with  their  Southern  breth- 
ren. Nor  is  it  probable  that  stipulations  of  peace  will  be  accepted 
by  the  Confederate  States  which  do  not  explicitly  admit  such  a  con- 
summation. Those  States  have  a  complete  identity  of  interest,  as 
well  commercial  and  agricultural,  as  political  and  social.  There  are 
rapidly  multiplying  indications  that  the  States  which  are  now 
leagued  in  warfare  against  the  South  must  themselves  be  eventually 
divided  and  subdivided.  In  the  extremities  to  which  they  have  been 
driven  by  the  Lincoln  Government  they  are  beginning  to  discover 
that  their  interests  lie  in  different  directions.  It  is  ascertained  prac- 
tically, that  that  which  is  beneficial  for  New  York  is  injurious  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  that  which  causes  Massachusetts  to  prosper 
causes  Ohio  to  languish.  Then  again  they  contain  the  most  hetero- 
geneous population  that  ever  constituted  a  nation.  New  England  is 
peopled  almost  exclusively  by  the  descendants  of  the  old  puritanical 
stock.  The  immigrant  has  never  been  a  favorite  in  that  pharisaical 
land.  New  York  is  made  up  of  every  description  of  folk.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  determine  what  nationality  predominates  in  its  population. 
In  the  Northwestern  States  the  naturalized  Germans  exercise  a  con- 
trolling political  influence. 
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The  chances  are  that  the  Pacific  States  will  soon  go  off  to  them- 
selves. New  York  will  desire  deliverance  from  New  England  dicta- 
tion and  will  declare  herself  independent.  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  having  many  ties  in  common,  will  unite  and  follow  her  ex- 
ample. The  Northwestern  States  will  act  similarly.  Thus  the  frag- 
ment that  now  exists  of  the  United  States  will  probably  be  parti- 
tioned into  five  parts. 

It  is  quite  perceptible,  therefore,  to  the  calm,  observing  eye  that 
the  Confederate  States  will  constitute,  according  to  the  European 
mode  of  classification,  the  only  power,  within  the  embraces  of  the 
old  Union,  while  none  of  the  other  parts,  of  which  it  was  composed, 
will  rise  above  a  second-rate  State. 

The  undersigned  can  not  refrain  on  this  occasion,  from  an  expres- 
sion of  his  amazement  at  an  assertion  contained  in  the  manifesto  of 
the  Federal  Government  to  foreign  Governments,  over  the  signature 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Seward,  dated  Washington,  September  22, 1862,  which 
appeared  in  the  Independance  Beige  of  the  10th  instant,  that — 

You  will  easily  satisfy  yourself  that  tbe  financial  resources  of  the  rebellion 
are  rapidly  declining  and  that  its  means  for  raising  troops  have  been  exhausted. 
On  the  other  hand,  you  will  perceive  that  the  financial  situation  of  our  country 
is  favorable,  and  that  a  prompt  response  will  be  made  to  the  new  call  for  troops 
without  the  material  forces  of  the  people  being  seriously  affected.. 

Never  did  a  public  paper,  whatever  its  emanation,  display  a  more 
palpable  misrepresentation  of  facts  than  that  to  which  utterance  is 
given  in  the  above  extract.  The  "  financial  resources "  of  the  Con- 
federate States  are  in  a  steadily  improving  condition,  while  their 
armies  are  as  rapidly  augmenting.  On  the.  other  side,  the  financial 
situation  of  the  Federal  States  is  rapidly  declining,  while  to  obtain 
recruits  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  proclaim  martial  law.  When 
this  so-called  circular  was  dated,  gold  in  New  York  was  at  a  premium 
of  about  17  per  cent  upon  the  securities  of  the  Federal  Government. 
On  the  29th  ultimo  it  had  advanced  to  23i.  On  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, three  days  after  the  battle  at  Antietam  Creek,  the  premium 
on  gold  at  Richmond  receded  3  per  cent.  The  last  received  quota- 
tions from  New  York  marked  gold  at  a  premium,  as  has  just  been 
stated,  of  2&J  per  cent  upon  Federal  obligations.  The  last  received 
quotations  from  Richmond  marked  gold  at  a  premium  of  20  per  cent 
upon  Confederate  obligations.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the 
amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Federal  States  is  five  times  as 
large  as  that  of  the  Confederate  States,  while  the  ability  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  provide  for  their  obligations  is  five  times  as  large 
as  that  of  the  Federal  States.  For  the  fiscal  year  terminating  on 
the  30th  of  June  next  the  Federal  States  will  not  likely  have  within 
their  limits  for  exportation  to  foreign  countries  articles  to  the  value 
of  400,000.000  francs.  It  is  believed  that  during  the  same  period  the 
Confederate  States  will  have  within  their  limits  for  exportation  to 
foreign  countries  staples  of  the  value  of  2,500,000,000  francs.  At  the 
existing  prices  in  Europe  the  surplus  of  those  staples  at  present 
within  their  embraces  would  command  the  sum  of  6,000,000,000 
francs. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to  inform  his  Excellency, 
Mr.  Rogier,  that  the  Confederate  States  have  not  solicited  the  aid 
of  a  solitary  foreign  mercenary  to  assist  them  in  fighting  their 
battles.    No  half-pay  or  other  officers  or  privates  have  been  invited 
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from  their  homes  under  promises  of  high  pecuniary  reward  to  enter 
their  service.  From  the  first  they  had  a  reliant  confidence  that  their 
own  strength  was  equal  to  the  emergency  in  which  they  found  them- 
selves placed.  Nor  have  they  attempted  to  allure  emigrants  from 
abroad  to  their  own  shores  by  inducements  contained  in  Cabinet 
circulars  for  foreign  circulation  like  the  following : 

Department  of  State, 
~\Ya>shi>ig1on,  August  S,  1862. 
At  no  former  period  of  our  history  have  our  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
and  mining  interests  been  more  prosperous  than  at  this  juncture.  This  fact 
may  be  deemed  surprising  in  view  of  the  enhanced  price  for  labor  occasioned 
by  the  demand  for  the  rank  and  rile  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  It 
may  be  therefore  confidently  asserted  that  even  now  nowhere  else  can  the 
industrious  laboring  man  and  artisan  expect  so  liberal  a  recompense  for  his 
services  as  in  the  United  States. 

Even  in  instances  where  combatants  are  in  all  respects  equal, 
honor  forbids  the  engagement  of  outside  aid  by  the  one  or  the  other 
and  assuredly  none  but  the  most  depraved  of  poltroons  would  seek 
for  such  employment  with  the  party  which  avowed  a  vast  superiority 
in  strength,  in  skill,  and  in  weapons.  No  one  who  really  is  a  man 
in  anything  but  in  mere  designation  could  enlist  in  a  service  so  dis- 
graceful. There  is  in  no  living  language  an  epithet  too  strong  to 
apply  to  a  human  being  who  could  act  so  ignobly  as  to  draw  his 
sword  against  the  weaker  of  two  belligerents  when  that  belligerent 
was  fighting  against  superior  numbers  for  the  maintenance  of 
rightful  independence. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his 
Excellency,  Mr.  Rogier,  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

His  Excellency  Ch.  Rogier, 

Minister  of  Foreign  A  fairs,  Brussels. 


No.  7.]  Department  or  State, 

Richmond,  17th  October,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  my  No.  6,  of  26th  ultimo,  of  which  duplicate  is  here- 
with forwarded,  some  circumstances  of  a  very  remarkable  character 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  President,  to  which  your  earnest 
attention  is  invited. 

On  the  7th  instant,  the  President  received  from  Governor  Lub- 
bock, of  Texas,  a  letter  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  with  inclosures 
Nos.  1  and  2. 

The  very  singular  nature  of  this  correspondence,  initiated,  as  you 
will  perceive,  by  Mr.  B.  Theron,  French  consular  agent  and  Spanish 
vice  consul  at  Galveston,  naturally  excited  a  lively  interest,  but  we 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  the  nature 
and  extent,  nor  the  source  of  the  intrigue  evidently  on  foot,  when  on 
the  13th  instant  the  President  received  from  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Oldham, 
Senator  from  Texas,  a  letter  of  which  copy  is  herewith  inclosed. 

1  he  concurrent  action  of  two  French  consular  officers  at  points  so 
remote  from  each  other  as  Galveston  and  Richmond,  the  evident 
understanding  which  exists  between  them,  the  similarity  of  their 
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views  and  conduct,  all  concur  in  satisfying  us  that  there  is  not  only 
concert  of  action  between  these  officials,  but  that  their  conduct  has 
been  dictated  by  some  common  superior.  In  plain  language,  we  feel 
authorized  to  infer  that  the  French  Government  has,  for  some  in- 
terest of  its  own,  instructed  some  of  its  consular  agents  here  to  feel 
the  way,  and  if  possible  to  provoke  some  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Texas  which  shall  result  in  its  withdrawal  from  the 
Confederacy.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  on  any  other  hypothe- 
sis to  account  for  the  conduct  of  these  agents. 

I  have,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  President, 
expelled  both  Mr.  Theron  and  Mr.  Tabanelle  from  the  Confederacy 
and  have  forbidden  their  return  without  the  previous  permission  of 
the  Government. 

In  endeavoring  to  account  for  such  a  course  of  action  on  the  part 
of  the  French  Government  I  can  attribute  it  to  only  one  or  both  of 
the  following  causes : 

1.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  determined  to  conquer  and 
hold  Mexico  as  a  colony  and  is  desirous  of  interposing  a  weak  power 
between  his  new  colony  and  the  Confederate  States  in  order  that 
he  may  feel  secure  against  any  interference  with  his  designs  in 
Mexico. 

2.  The  French  Government  is  desirous  of  securing  for  itself  an 
independent  source  of  cotton  supply  to  offset  that  possessed  by 
Great  Britain  in  India  and  designs  to  effect  this  purpose  by  taking 
under  its  protection  the  State  of  Texas,  which,  after  being  acknowl- 
edged as  an  independent  Republic,  would  in  its  opinion  be  in  effect 
as  dependent  on  France  and  as  subservient  to  French  interests  as 
if  a  French  colony. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  both  these  considerations  would 
have  weight  in  the  councils  of  the  French  cabinet,  and  we  are  not 
without  suspicion  that  the  tortuous  diplomacy  of  Mr.  Seward  may 
have  had  some  influence  in  inspiring  such  designs.  The  desire  to 
weaken  the  Confederacy,  to  exhibit  it  to  the  world  as  "  a  rope  of 
sand,"  without  consistence  or  cohesion,  and  therefore  not  worthy  of 
recognition  as  an  independent  member  of  the  family  of  nations, 
would  afford  ample  motives  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  by  the 
Cabinet  of  the  United  States,  which  is  driven  to  a  diplomacy  of 
expedients  in  the  desperate  effort  to  avert  the  impending  doom  which 
awaits  the  party  now  in  power  in  Washington. 

One  other  suggestion  occurs  to  me  which  you  may  receive  as  purely 
conjectural  on  my  part.  It  is  known  to  me  personally  that  at  the 
date  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Dubois  de 
Saligny,  the  present  French  minister  in  Mexico,  land  who  was  at 
that  time  French  charge  d'affaires  to  the  Republic  of  Texas,  was 
vehemently  opposed  to  the  annexation  and  was  active  in  endeavoring 
to  obstruct  and  prevent  it.  Even  at  that  date  the  dispatches  of  Mr. 
Guizot,  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  reading,  were  filled  with 
arguments  to  show  that  the  interests  of  Texas  were  identical  with 
those  of  France  and  that  both  would  be  promoted  by  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  separate  nationality  in  Texas.  The  intrigue  now  on  foot, 
therefore,  accords  completely  with  a  policy  in  regard  to  Texas  that 
may  be  almost  said  to  be  traditional  with  France,  and  it  is  not  impos- 
sible that  the  movement  of  the  consular  agents  here  has  received  its 
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first  impulse  from  the  French  legation  in  Mexico  instead  of  the 
cabinet  of  the  Tuileries. 

These  movements  are  not  considered  as  having  the  slightest  impor- 
tance so  far  as  their  effect  on  Texas  is  concerned.  The  answer  of 
Governor  Lubbock  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Oldham  will  satisfy  you 
how  little  those  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  encourage  such  attempts, 
while  the  popular  feeling  in  Texas  is  best  evinced  by  the  fact  that 
she  has  70  regiments  of  volunteers  in  our  Army.  But  the  evidence 
thus  afforded  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  France  to  seize  on 
this  crisis  of  our  fate  as  her  occasion  for  the  promotion  of  selfish 
interests;  and  this,  too,  after  the  assurances  of  friendly  disposition, 
or  at  most  impartial  neutrality,  which  you  have  received  from  the 
leading  public  men  of  France,  can  not  but  awaken  solicitude;  and 
the  President  trusts  that  you  will  use  every  effort  to  discover  the 
source,  extent,  and  designs  of  these  intrigues,  and  whether  the  United 
States  are  parties  to  them.  It  may  perhaps  be  in  your  power  to 
make  use  of  this  discovery  also  by  awakening  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  a  sense  of  the  fact  that  designs  are  entertained  of  which 
that  Government  is  not  probably  aware,  and  which  it  may  be  unwill- 
ing to  see  accomplished. 

An  enlarged  and  generous  statesmanship  would  seem  to  indicate 
so  clearly  that  the  establishment  of  Southern  independence  on  a 
secure  basis  (and  with  a  strength  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
power  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  prevent  extensive  French 
colonization  on  our  southern  border)  would  promote  the  true  .interest 
of  Great  Britain,  that  we  find  it  difficult  to  account  for  her  persistent 
refusal  to  recognize  our  independence.  The  knowledge  of  a  secret 
attempt  on  the  part  of  France  to  obtain  separate  advantages  of  such 
vast  magnitude  may  perhaps  induce  a  change  in  the  views  of  the 
British  cabinet.  I  speak  of  the  attempt  as  secret,  for  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  suppose  that  the  action  of  the  French  agents  is  taken 
with  the  concurrence  or  connivance  of  the  British  Government. 

If  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  conjectures  are  well 
founded,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  known  to  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment the  facts  herein  communicated  either  through  the  British 
minister  at  Paris  or  by  concert  with  Mr.  Mason.  It  is  deemed  desir- 
able that  in  either  event  you  should  advise  Mr.  Mason  of  the  course 
you  may  adopt,  as  it  is  very  probable  that  the  English  Government 
will  learn  from  Richmond  the  fact  of  the  expulsion  of  the  consuls, 
and  the  cause  of  the  action  of  this  Government,  which,  from  its  very 
nature,  is  accompanied  with  some  degree  of  publicity. 

I  enclose  to  Mr.  Mason  for  his  information  a  copy  of  this  com- 
munication. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

tt        T         o  Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  John  Slidell,  etc.,  Paris. 

•Pu  a;- Srlnie  the  foreg°ing  was  written  I  have  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  1  abanelle,  and  from  the  explanation  offered  by  him  and 
certain  facts  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  become  satis- 
fied that,  notwithstanding  the  singular  coincidence  between  his  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Oldham  and  the  communication  of  Mr.  Theron 
to  Governor  Lubbock,  there  was  no  concert  of  action  between  them 
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and  that  Tabanelle  is  no  party  to  the  intrigue  referred  to.  The 
order  for  his  expulsion  has  therefore  been  revoked.  It  is  barely 
possible,  though  I  think  not  probable,  that  Theron  may  have  acted 
on  his  own  ideas  of  what  he  supposed  would  be  agreeable  to  his  su- 
periors, and  not  in  consequence  of  instructions.  The  whole  matter 
is  one  of  great  delicacy,  and  I  must  leave  it  to  your  own  discretion 
how  best  to  treat  it,  after  endeavoring  to  satisfy  yourself  whether 
Theron's  movements  were  dictated  by  the  French  cabinet. 

J.  P.  B.,  Secretary  of  State. 

,  [Translation.] 

Pope  Pius  IX,  to  our  Venerable  Brother  John,  Archbishop  of  New 

York: 

Venerable  Brother,  Health  and  Apostolic  Benediction: 
Among  the  various  and  most  oppressive  cares  which  weigh  on  us  in 
these  turbulent  and  perilous  times,  we  are  greatly  afflicted  by  the 
truly  lamentable  state  in  which  the  Christian  people  of  the  United 
States  of  America  are  placed  by  the  destructive  civil  war  broken  out 
among  them. 

For,  venerable  brother,  we  can  not  but  be  overwhelmed  with  the 
deepest  sorrow  while  we  recapitulate  with  paternal  feelings  the 
slaughter,  ruin,  destruction,  devastation,  and  the  other  innumerable 
and  ever-to-be  deplored  calamities  by  which  the  people  themselves  are 
most  miserably  harassed  and  dilacerated.  Hence,  we  have  not  ceased 
to  offer  up,  in  the  humility  of  our  hearts,  our  most  fervent  prayers 
to  God,  that  He  would  deliver  them  from  so  many  and  so  great  evils. 

And  we  are  fully  assured  that  you  also,  venerable  brother,  pray 
and  implore,  without  ceasing,  the  Lord  of  Mercies  to  grant  solid 
peace  and  prosperity  to  that  country.  But  since  we,  by  virtue  of  the 
office  of  our  apostolic  ministry,  embrace,  with  the  deepest  senti- 
ments of  charity,  all  the  nations  of  the  Christian  world,  and,  though 
unworthy,  administer  here  on  earth  the  vice-regent  work  of  Him  who 
is  the  author  of  peace  and  the  lover  of  charity,  we  can  not  refrain 
from  inculcating  again  and  again  on  the  minds  of  the  people  them- 
selves, and  their  chief  rulers,  mutual  charity  and  peace. 

Wherefore  we  write  you  this  letter,  in  which  we  urge  you,  venerable 
brother,  with  all  the  force  and  earnestness  of  our  mind,  to  exhort, 
with  your  eminent  piety  and  episcopal  zeal,  your  clergy  and  faithful 
to  offer  up  their  prayers,  and  also  apply  all  your  study  and  exertion, 
with  the  people  and  their  chief  rulers,  to  restore  forthwith  the  desired 
tranquillity  and  peace  by  which  the  happiness  of  both  the  Christian 
and  the  civil  republic  is  principally  maintained,  wherefore,  omit 
nothing  you  can  undertake  and  accomplish  by  your  wisdom,  author- 
ity, and  exertions,  as  far  as  compatible  with  the  nature  of  the  holy 
ministry,  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  combatants,  pacify,  reconcile, 
and  bring  back  the  desired  tranquillity  and  peace,  by  all  those  means 
that  are  most  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

Take  every  pains,  besides,  to  cause  the  people  and  their  chief  rulers 
seriously  to  reflect  on  the  grievous  evils  with  which  they  are  afflicted, 
and  which  are  the  result  of  civil  war,  the  direct  and  most  destructive 
and  dismal  of  all  the  evils  that  could  befall  a  people  or  nation. 

Neither  omit  to  admonish  and  exhort  the  people  and  their  supreme, 
rulers,  even  in  our  name,  that  with  conciliated  minds  they  would 
embrace  peace  and  love  each  other  with  uninterrupted  charity.    For 
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we  are  confident  that  they  would  comply  with  our  paternal  admoni- 
tions and  hearken  unto  our  words  the  more  willingly  as  of  them- 
selves they  plainly  and  clearly  understand  that  we  are  influenced  by 
no  political  reason,  no  earthly  considerations,  but  impelled  solely  by 
paternal  charity  to  exhort  them  to  charity  and  peace.  And  study 
with  your  surpassing  wisdom  to  persuade  all  that  true  prosperity 
even  in  this  life  is  sought  for  in  vain  out  of  the  true  religion  of 
Christ  and  its  salutary  doctrines. 

We  have  no  hesitation,  venerable  brother,  but  that  calling  to  your 
aid  the  services  and  assistance  even  of  your  associate  bishops,  you 
would  abundantly  satisfy  these  our  wishes  and  by  your  wise  and 
prudent  efforts  bring  a  matter  of  such  moment  to  a  happy  termi-  ' 
nation. 

We  wish  you,  moreover,  to  be  informed  that  we  write  in  a  similar 
manner  this  very  day  to  our  venerable  Brother  John  Mary,  arch- 
bishop of  New  Orleans,  that,  counseling  and  conferring  with  you, 
he  would  direct  all  his  thoughts  and  care  most  earnestly  to  accom- 
plish the  same  object. 

May  God,  rich  in  mercy,  grant  that  these  our  most  ardent  desires 
be  accomplished  and  as  soon  as  possible  our  heart  may  exult  in  the 
Lord  over  peace  restored  to  that  people. 

In  fine,  it  is  most  pleasing  to  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  again  testify  the  special  esteem  in  which  we  hold  you.  Of 
which,  also,  receive  a  most  assured  pledge,  the  apostolic  benediction, 
which,  coming  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  our  heart,  we  most  lov- 
ingly bestow  on  you,  venerable  brother,  and  the  flock  committed  to 
your  charge. 

Dated  Rome,  at  St.  Peter's,  October  18,  1862,  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  our  pontificate. 

Pope  Pros  IX. 

No.  27.]  *~ 

25  Rue  Royale,  Brussels,  October  18, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  im- 
portant and  interesting  dispatches  Nos.  4  and  5. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  former,  I  shall 
immediately  proceed  to  Copenhagen  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
my  mission.    I  expect  to  arrive  there  on  the  20th. 

For  this  testimonial  of  the  abiding  confidence  which  the  President 
reposes  in  me  I  beg  you  to  do  me  the  favor  to  express  to  him  my 
grateful  acknowledgments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C .  8.  A . 


N«;  17-]  Paris,  October  20.  1862. 

Sir  :  My  last  was  of  October  9.  I  had  hoped  before  this  to  have 
had  it  in  my  power  to  communicate  something  definite  as  to  the 
Emporor's  intentions  respecting  our  affairs,  but  new  complications 
in  the  Italian  question  have  entirely  absorbed  the  attention  of  the 
Government.  Mr.  Thouvenel  has  resigned,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.  For  two  or  three  days  a  general  disrup- 
tion of  the  cabinet  was  imminent.    Messrs.  Persigny  and  Fould  ten- 
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dered  their  resignations,  which,  if  accepted,  would  have  been  followed 
by  two  or  three  others.  They  were,  however,  induced  to  withdraw 
them  by  the  earnest  appeals  of  the  Emperor,  and  at  present  it  seems 
probable  that  no  further  change  will  take  place  in  the  ministry. 

Since  my  last  I  have  had  reason  to  be  less  hopeful  of  early  joint 
recognition  by  France  and  England.  Some  days  past  I  learned  from 
an  English  friend  that  Lord  Cowley  (the  British  ambassador)  de- 
clared most  emphatically  that  his  Government  had  no  official  knowl- 
edge of  the  Emperor's  views  on  the  subject  of  recognition;  that  he 
had  spoken,  it  was  true,  very  freely  to  various  persons  of  his  warm 
sympathies  for  the  South,  but  that  such  conversations  had  no  public 
significance,  and  until  he  gave  them  an  official  form  her  Majesty's 
ministers  would  be  presumed  to  be  ignorant  of  them.  I  have  entire 
reliance  on  the  truthfulness  of  the  gentleman  who  gave  me  this  infor- 
mation coming  directly  to  him  from  Lord  Cowley.  On  inquiring  at 
the  affaires  etrangeres  I  was  informed  by  the  friend  to  whom  I  have 
alluded  in  previous  dispatches  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  expressed  great 
surprise  at  Lord  Cowley's  assertion,  saying  that  it  had  to  him  the 
appearance  of  a  mauvaise  plaisanterie ;  that  there  had  been  between 
the  two  Governments  des  pourparlers  tres  reels  on  the  subject  of) 
American  affairs;  that  England  was  not  as  well  disposed  to  act  as 
the  Government  of  the  Emperor;  that  it  was  from  London  that  a 
communication  was  expected,  and  that  the  object  of  France  was  to 
bring  about  an  armistice  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  peace;  that 
Lord  Lyons  was  decidedly  opposed  to  any  action  until  the  result  of 
the  Northern  elections  should  have  been  ascertained,  and  that  his 
views  would  probably  prevail  in  the  cabinet  council,  shortly  to  be 
held,  when  the  tenor  of  the  instructions  to  be  given  him  would  be 
decided.  The  discrepancy  between  the  statements  of  Lord  Cowley 
and  Mr.  Thouvenel  is  such  that,  giving,  as  I  do,  full  credence  to  the 
latter,  I  can  only  suppose  that  Lord  Cowley  is  not  kept  informed  by 
his  Government,  or  that  he  deliberately  misrepresents  the  position  of 
affairs.  On  this  alternative  I  do  not  venture  to  express  an  opinion. 
Count  Persigny  had  promised  to  ask  for  me  an  interview  with  the 
Emperor  on  his  return  from  Biarritz.  He  tells  me  that  he  has  done 
so,  that  the  Emperor  says  that  he  will  give  me  an  audience  so  soon  as 
the  excitement  of  the  Italian  imbroglio,  which  now  throws  all  other 
questions  into  the  shade  and  which  engrosses  his  attention,  shall  have 
subsided.  I  hope  in  my  next  dispatch  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the 
Emperor's  purpose.  From  present  appearances  it  seems  probable 
that  he  will  not  be  as  much  disposed  as  he  has  hitherto  been  to  defer  to 
the  suggestions  of  his  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  The 
entente  cordiale  no  longer  exists  or,  at  least,  is  very  seriously  im- 
paired. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  always  been  understood  to  be  very 
favorably  disposed  toward  our  cause. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sltdeix. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

N.  B. — I  have  no  dispatches  from  you  later  than  15th  April 

J.  S. 
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No.  15.]  Havana,  October  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to  the 
Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  informing  him  of  the  recent  outrage  committed 
by  the  Federal  cruiser  Montgomery,  in  boarding  with  an  armed 
force,  and  burning  the  British  steamer  Blanche  in  the  Spanish  habor 
of  Marianao,  a  piratical  act  more  aggravated  than  the  forcible  ab- 
duction of  our  commissioners  from  the  English  mail  steamer  Trent, 
and  a  copy  of  the  protest  of  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Blanche, 
which  will  place  you  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  this 
unprecedented  disregard  of  the  rights  of  neutrals  by  a  belligerent. 
It  may  be  proper  to  remark  in  this  connection,  that  at  the  earliest 
moment  I  communicated  on  the  subject  with  Judge  Rost  at  Madrid, 
and  that  his  Excellency  the  captain-general,  feeling  the  outrage  very 
keenly,  by  the  same  mail  forwarded  to  his  Government  a  full  history 
of  this  and  other  insults  to  the  Spanish  flag  by  the  Federal  fleet 
cruising  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

I  regret  very  much  to  inform  the  Department  that  General  Serrano 
will  retire  from  Cuba  in  a  few  weeks,  for  I  know  he  has  constantly 
urged  upon  his  Government  the  propriety  of  an  immediate  recogni- 
tion of  the  Confederate  States.  He  informs  me,  however,  that  his 
successor  is  a  very  high-toned  gentleman,  and  that  he  will  personally 
present  me  to  him,  and  I  hope  to  make  him  our  friend,  should  he  not 
already  be  so.  While  the  change  may  or  may  not  affect  us  here,  I  am 
assured  General  Serrano  in  Spain  will  be  of  great  service  to  us ;  he 
will  make  personal  representation  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  and 
urge  Spain  to  act  promptly,  even  should  England  and  France  hold 
back. 

Public  sentiment  is  growing  stronger  each  day  in  our  favor,  and 
our  friends  here  are  sending  into  the  Confederate  States  all  such 
articles  of  necessity  as  can  be  obtained  in  Havana  as  rapidly  as  they 
can,  and  recently  very  few  vessels  have  been  captured  by  the  block- 
ading squadron. 

A  large  number  of  persons  are  coming  to  this  place  from  New 
Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Bknjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure.] 

Havana,  October  23, 1862. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  another  out- 
rage commited  m  Spanish  waters  by  a  Federal  cruiser,  more  aggra- 
vated than  any  previous  violation  of  neutral  rights  by  the  Yankees 
and  which  m  my  opinion  is  indefensible,  and  does  not  admit  of 
apology.  Ihe  history  of  this  piratical  outrage— the  firing  at  the 
English  steamer  Blanche  when  within  1  mile  of  the  Cuban  shore  by 
the  federal  gunboat  Montgomery,  the  following  and  boarding  her 
when  aground  in  the  harbor  of  Marianao,  the  burning  her,  the  insults 
to  the  English  and  Spanish  flags,  the  abuse  of  the  Spanish  officials, 
the  abduction  of  Spanish  and  English  citizens,  and  other  facts,  are 
given  in  the  protest  of  the  captain  and  crew  of  that  English  steamer, 
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of  record  in  the  British  consulate  at  Havana,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  herewith. 

His  Excellency  the  captain-general  has  laid  all  the  facts  connected 
with  this  outrage  before  his  Government  and  the  Spanish  minister 
at  Washington ;  and  Mr.  Crawford,  the  acting  British  consul-general 
here,  has  also  communicated  on  the  subject  with  his  Government. 

A  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Cuba,  including  the  chief  offi- 
cials, exhibit  great  indignation  at  what  they  conceive  to  be  an  insult 
too  great  to  be  submitted  to,  even  though  the  most  humble  apology 
should  be  offered  by  the  Federal  Government;  and  the  subjects  of 
her  Britannic  Majesty  are  no  less  clamorous  for  redress. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  repeat  to  you  that  the  Confederate 
cause  is  more  popular  here  now  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since 
we  began  our  struggle  for  independence. 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 


No.  28.]  Copenhagen,  October  8£,  1862. 

Sik  :  My  No.  27  informed  you  of  the  receipt  of  your  Nos.  4  and  5 
and  of  my  preparations  to  proceed  promptly  to  this  metropolis.  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  during  the 
forenoon  of  the  21st  instant.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  I  sought, 
through  my  son  who  acts  as  my  secretary,  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Hall,  minister,  of  foreign  affairs,  but  he  was  not  at  his  post.  The 
next  morning  he  was  found  there,  when  he  designated  3  o'clock  this 
day  as  the  hour,  and  the  reception  room  of  the  president  of  the  coun- 
cil of  state  as  the  place  where  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him  to  receive 
me.  I  was  punctual,  to  the  very  minute,  to  the  engagement.  He  wel- 
comed me,  with  extended  right  hand,  addressing  me  in  the  English 
language,  which  he  spoke  fluently  and  understood  remarkably  well. 
As  soon  as  we  were  seated,  I  informed  him  that  I  had  been  charged 
by  President  Davis,  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  with  a 
special  mission  to  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Den- 
mark, and  that  I  could  not  more  explicitly  make  the  nature  of  this 
mission  known  to  him  than  by  communicating  the  instructions  which 
the  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State  of  those  States,  had  ad- 
dressed to  me.  Your  dispatch  No.  4  was  then  slowly  read  to  him, 
his  own  eyes  carefully  examining  every  word  contained  in  it.  As 
soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  he  stated  that  it  was  true  a  convention 
had  been  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  Denmark,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  latter  had  contracted  to  take  from  the  former, 
upon  certain  expressed  conditions,  Africans  to  the  number  in  all  of 
about  5,000,  and  that  the  first  step  had  not  yet  been  taken  for  carry- 
ing it  into  effect,  nor  was  the  contract  applicable  to  any  other  descrip- 
tion of  Negroes  than  those  captured  aboard  slavers.  He  then  re- 
marked that  he  could  hardly  suppose  it  possible  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  would  attempt  to  evade  the  contract  by  substi- 
tuting for  native  Africans  the  slaves  of  Southern  citizens  which  had 
come  or  might  come  into  its  possession  under  the  act  of  confiscation 
or  otherwise.     Nor  could  he  perceive  in  what  manner  such  an  at- 
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tempt,  if  made,  would  be  successful,  as  the  Danish  authorities  in  the 
West  Indies  would  naturally  be  on  their  guard  in  respect  to  the 
origin  of  the  negroes  transferred  to  them.  He  could,  however,  justly 
appreciate  the  solicitude  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  relation  to  the  matter.  I  expressed  myself  entirely  satisfied 
with  his  statements  and  representations,  which,  throughout,  were 
uttered  in  earnest  tones,  indicating  sincere  intent ;  and  then  handed 
to  him  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  No.  4,  which  he  cordially  accepted. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  that  we  have  no  cause  to  apprehend  that  any 
of  our  slaves,  to  whatever  part  of  the  United  States  they  may  be 
conveyed  by  our  ignoble  foe,  will  ever  find  their  way  to  the  Danish 
West  India  possessions.  It  might  have  occurred  otherwise,  inno- 
cently, however,  on  the  part  of  Denmark,  had  not  the  President  in- 
stituted the  special  mission  to  Denmark,  the  duties  of  which  I  trust 
1  have  executed  so  as  to  merit  his  approbation. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  good  that  has  resulted  from  this  mission. 
As  far  as  practical  purposes  are  concerned,  our  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent power  was  admitted.  1  can  not  well  see  how  I  could  have 
been  differently  received  had  my  Government  been  formally  ac- 
knowledged. This,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  will  serve  as  an 
effective  lever  to  hoist  Great  Britain  out  of  her  persistent  timidity 
in  recognizing  our  independence.  I  will  take  care  that  the  auspi- 
cious occurrence  at  Copenhagen  shall  not  be  long  unknown  in  the 
right  quarter  in  London,  as  I,  at  present,  design  to  visit  that  metropo- 
lis shortly  after  my  return  to  my  post. 

To  return  to  Mr.  Hall.  He  scarcely  paused  a  moment  after  the 
termination  of  our  conversation  with  respect  to  the  special  object  of 
my  visit  before  he  adverted  to  the  State  of  hostilities  between  the 
South  and  the  North  and  manifested  an  anxious  desire  that  they 
should  speedily  be  brought  to  an  end.  He  remarked  that  the  broad 
interests  of  just  humanity,  as  well  as  the  material  interests  of  pro- 
ducing and  consuming  civilized  mankind,  categorically  required 
this,  and  that  even  the  wellbeing  of  his  own  country  was  beginning 
to  be  seriously  affected  by  the  prosecution  of  hostilities.  I  replied 
that  the  United  States  were  exclusively  responsible  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war;  that  the  Confederate  States  were  fighting  solely  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  independence,  and  that  while  that  inde- 
pendence was  attacked  or  even  remotely  threatened,  no  earthly  in- 
fluence could  induce  them  to  lay  down  their  arms ;  that  peace  with  all 
nations  had  ever  been  cherished  by  the  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
States  as  one  of  the  choicest  blessings  bestowed  upon  humankind  by 
the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe.  He  observed  that  when  we  first 
went  into  the  field  he  believed  we  would  soon  be  subdued  in  view  of 
the  immense  odds— in  numbers  possessed  by  the  North — but  that  we 
had  displayed  so  much  generalship  and  valor  in  battle  and  wisdom  in 
the  cabinet  that  he  had  some  time  ago  changed  his  opinion.  In 
short  he  said,  we  had  commanded  his  admiration.  He  also  added 
that  Europe  had  ceased  to  believe  that  the  South  was  fighting  merely 
for  the  preservation  of  slavery,  an  error  which  had  been  persistently 
disseminated  abroad  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  Morrill  tariff 
alone  was  an  evidence  of  the  financial  despotism  which  the  North 
tor  her  own  aggrandizement,  intended  to  inflict  upon  the  South 

Ihis  must  be  regarded  as  but  a  very  imperfect  sketch  of  a  con- 
versation which  was  of  somewhat  lengthened  duration,  and  which 
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was  in  all  respects  as  agreeable  to  me  as  any  which  I  have  enjoyed 
with  a  high  public  functionary  in  Europe. 

I  must  not  omit  to  state  that  the  Schleswig-Holstein  question  has 
again  assumed  a  threatening  attitude  as  concerns  the  peace  of  Den- 
mark. Mr.  Hall  so  assured  me  himself.  The  pretensions  of  the 
Germanic  confederation  to  the  ownership  of  the  two  Duchies  seem 
now  to  be  favored  by  Great  Britain,  instead  of  opposed,  as  they  were 
in  1848,  if  Earl  Russell  expresses  correctly  her  opinions  upon  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  13.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  October  £4,  1862. 

Sir:  For  the  first  time  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  signal  to  you 
symptoms  on  the  political  horizon  indicating  a  decidedly  favorable 
change.  You  are  aware  that  with  the  month  of  October  commences 
the  season  when  public  men  in  this  country  traverse  the  provincial 
districts  on  what  has  been  humorously  called  a  starring  tour,  but 
which  has  really  the  grave  object  of  feeiing  the  public  pulse.  During 
this  period  the  newspapers  are  filled  with  reports  of  speeches,  ad- 
dresses, not  on  the  hustings  only,  but  at  official  banquets  and 
public  dinners.  Now  it  requires  no  very  deep  penetration  to  per- 
ceive that  public  opinion,  so  long  quiescent,  and  but  passively  sympa- 
thetic, has  become  restive,  and  that  a  general  impatience  is  mani- 
fested for  a  solution  of  whatever  kind  of  this  vexatious  question. 
With  more  or  less  caution,  our  ministerial  and  parliamentary  friends 
and  foes  have  alike  sought  to  elicit  the  national  feeling,  and  the 
volume  of  applause  has  upon  the  whole  been  with  the  former.  This 
species  of  ex-parliamentary  warfare  was  opened  with  the  sparring 
between  Mr.  Roebuck  and  Lord  Palmerston.  Since  then  it  has  grown 
more  serious,  and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Sir  George  C. 
Lewis  into  almost  open  personal  animosity.  You  will  find  the 
speeches  of  botli  these  gentlemen,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  us,  reported 
in  the  numbers  of  the  Index  accompanying  this.  So  irreconcilable 
a  difference  on  the  greatest  question  of  the  hour  between  important 
members  of  the  same  Cabinet  has  immensely  damaged  the  moral 
power  of  Lord  Palmerston's  ministry  and  made  its  dissolution  or  at 
least  reorganization,  a  more  probable  event  than  at  any  time  since 
I  have  been  on  my  post  of  observation.  You  will  see  from  the  edi- 
torial columns  of  the  Index  that  I  feel  myself  strong  enough  to  at- 
tack the  Cabinet,  though  I  have  not  ventured  upon  doing  so  since 
the  paper  was  established,  despite  the  urgent  advice  of  Mr.  Slidell 
and  other  less  important  counsellors.  The  same  prudential  motives 
which  then  restrained  me  no  longer  exist,  and  I  shall  continue  the 
attacks  without  fear  of  prejudicing  our  cause  with  the  public  at  large. 
My  allies  in  the  London  press,  special  mention  of  whom  is  for  obvious 
reasons  not  here  repeated,  have  adopted  the  same  tone. 

It  is  also  confidently  believed  by  well-informed  Englishmen  that 
Lord  Palmerston,  who  is  supposed  incapable  of  mistaking  public 
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opinion,  and  to  be  ever  the  first  to  follow  it,  thus  appearing  to  lead, 
is  about  to  shake  off  his  neutrality  between  the  contending  parties 
in  the  cabinet,  and  to  throw  in  his.  weight  with  the  advocates  of  speedy 
recognition.  It  is  nearly  the  unanimous  opinion  of  those  upon  whom 
I  most  rely  for  the  formation  of  a  correct  judgment  that  the 
premier  will  not  meet  Parliament  with  the  American  question  as  an 
open  one.  The  period  of  recognition  is  therefore  fixed  by  very 
general  consent  as  coincident  with  the  reassembling  of  Parliament 
in  February  next.  Some  faint  rumors  also  prevail  of  an  intended 
special  session,  but  I  attach  no  importance  to  them. 

Lord  Lyons  was  to  have  sailed  to-morrow  and  a  cabinet  meeting, 
already  twice  postponed,  was  to  complete  his  instructions  to-day. 
The  meeting,  and  therefore  the  departure,  has  been  again  delayed. 
All  is  therefore  still  uncertainty,  but  it  is  probably  safe  to  arrive  at 
these  conclusions,  that  in  the  conduct  of  Lord  Lyons  toward  the 
Washington  Government  a  new  British  policy,  foreshadowing  recog- 
nition, may  at  once  become  unmistakably  obvious;  but  should  this 
not  be  the  case  and  the  party  of  delay  have  another  extension  of 
power,  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  is  rapidly  becoming  so  strong 
as  to  force  recognition  in  February. 

Reliable  advices  from  New  York  inform  me  that  the  Democrats, 
despite  their  pusillanimous  disguises,  are  now  fully  organized  into  a 
peace  party;  that  their  success  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  is 
on  all  sides  understood  to  mean  an  end  of  the  war,  and  that  men 
like  A.  Belmont  and  W.  B.  Astor  have  contributed  liberally  to  that 
success.  In  connection  with  what  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
as  the  favorable  symptoms  on  this  side,  I  have  thought  it  worth 
while  to  bring  these  reports  to  your  notice. 

From  France,  as  I  have  ventured  to  submit  to  you,  even  when 
reports  of  French  intervention  were  most  current,  there  seems  to  me  • 
no  hope  of  independent  action.  It  is  undoubted  that  the  Emperor 
is  anxious  for  recognition,  and  that  his  official  entourage  avail  them- 
selves of  every  opportunity  to  express  by  words  and  acts  their  wishes 
for  our  success,  but  the  nation  at  large,  if  not  wholly  indifferent,  is 
friendly  disposed  to  the  North.  Recognition  in  conjunction  with 
England  would  be  acquiesced  in  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  recogni- 
tion as  an  independent  national  act  in  defiance  of  England  is  a  step 
upon  which  the  all-powerful  monarch  would  scarcely  venture,  amid 
the  grave  Italian  and  Prussian  complications  and  with  this  most 
unpopular  Mexican  war  on  his  hands,  without  some  greater  and  more 
pressing  motive  than  I  can  imagine  to  exist. 

Some  excitement  has  been  created  in  business  circles  by  the  news 
of  a  resolution  introduced  into  our  Congress  to  tempt'  European 
enterprise  and  necessity  with  1,000,000  bales  of  cotton  to  be  purchased 
or  impressed  by  the  Government.  The  subject  conies  in  too  dubious 
and  unclear  shape  to  enable  me  to  comment  upon  it. 

The  Federal  emancipation  decree,  the  most  important  event  since 
I  last  wrote,  has  been  received  by  the  Eno-lish  press  in  a  manner 
which  leaves  nothing  to  desire.  If  intended  as  a  bid  for  European 
sympathies,  the  framers  have  utterly  failed,  mostly  through  their  own 
stupidity,  which  precluded  even  their  ablest  defenders  from  claiming 
for  them  the  slightest  merit  of  sincerity.  Some  extracts,  on  the.  other 
hand,  from  Richmond  papers  have  done  harm  by   producing  the 
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impression  that  the  South  was  in  a  state  of  frantic  terror  at  the 
prospective  execution  of  the  decree.  I  have  spared  no  pains  to  re- 
move this  impression,  and  not  without  a  degree  of  success.  Copious 
quotations  from  the  English  press  showing  the  manner  in  which  the 
emancipation  edict  has  been  received  appear  in  the  Index  accompany- 
ing this. 

Mr.  Spence,  I  regret  to  say,  has  of  late  rendered  the  idea  of  ulti- 
mate emancipation  unduly  conspicuous.  The  public  mind  had  ceased 
to  expect  any  promises  of  this  kind  from  us,  and  to  understand  that 
the  merest  self-respect  would  prevent  us  from  making  them.  Mr. 
Spence,  however,  appears  of  late  to  have  become  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  his  moral  influence  with  the  Southern  people,  derived  from 
his  eminent  services  to  them,  might  be  sufficient  to  effect  that  in  which 
all  other  human  influences  must  fail.  Mr.  Spence  is  sincere  in  his 
philanthropic  convictions  and  sincere  in  his  friendship  to  our  people 
and  devotion  to  our  cause,  but  at  this  juncture  of  affairs  I  almost 
dread  the  direction  his  friendship  and  devotion  seem  about  to  take. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  29.]  Hamburg,  October  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  My  No.  28  was  dated  at  Copenhagen,  and  will  probably  reach 
its  destination  in  company  with  this.  It  will  inform  you  of  the  com- 
plete success  of  my  mission  to  Denmark.  The  result  of  the  interview 
which  I  had  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  amounted  virtually 
to  an  acknowledgment  by  the  Danish  Government  of  our  existence 
as  an  independent  po^  er  of  the  earth. 

The  passage  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  speech,  relating  to  American  affairs, 
to  which  I  took  occasion  to  advert  in  my  No.  26,  has  become  as 
familiar  in  enlightened  European  circles  as  "  Household  Words." 
Utterance  never  was  given  to  a  more  popular  sentiment  than  that 
expressed  by  the  British  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  viz :  "  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  compatriots  have  made 
a  nation  of  the  South."  It  was  as  enthusiastically  endorsed  by  an 
intelligent  auditory  when  reexpressed  by  Lord  Hardinge  at  South- 
ampton, in  the  south  of  England,  as  it  was  received  in  its  original 
utterance  at  Newcastle  in  the  north  of  England.  So  it  is  regarded 
as  entitled  to  the  dignity  of  a  truism  by  all  who  have  dispassionately 
examined  the  subject,  from  Stockholm  to  Cadiz  and  from  the  Bos- 
phorus  to  the  west  coast  of  Ireland.  Almost  everybody  whose  opin- 
ions are  not  controlled  by  sordid  political  or  pecuniary  interests 
honestly  believes  that  no  nation,  in  any  rge,  ever  more  gloriously 
achieved  its  independence.  I  am  assured  upon  the  very  best  au- 
thority, that  this  is  the  prevailing  belief,  here  as  elsewhere,  in  north- 
ern continental  Europe. 

I  have  just  received  a  visit  of  two  hours  length  from  my  old 
acquaintance  Mr.  Bosch  Spencer,  former  minister  of  Belgium  at 
Washington  and  present  minister  of  that  country  to  Sweden  and 
Norway,  Denmark,  the  Hanseatic  Republics,  Hanover,  and  Olden- 
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burg.  He  is  an  unusually  well-informed  diplomat,  and  he  fully 
corroborates,  from  careful  observation,  the  statements  which  I  have 
made  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  He  espoused  our  cause  during 
the  latter  days  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  has  been  devoted  to  it  ever  since. 
I  have  met  with  no  foreign  official  who  rejoices  more  at  its  triumph- 
ant establishment  than  he.  He  informed  me  that  Mr.  Kogier, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Belgium,  had  just  left  here  and  that  he 
made  no  concealment  whatever  of  his  proclivities  for  the  Confederate 
States. 

The  Hamburg  steam  line  to  New  York  has  been  profitably  em- 
ployed since  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  carrying  the  cast-off 
artillery  and  small  arms  of  the  Germanic  States.  Denmark,  I  was 
told,  disposed  of  about  100,000  stand  of  the  latter  which  were  en- 
tirely unfit  for  use. 

I  do  not,  after  mature  enquiry  upon  the  subject  by  my  son,  find 
that  the  circular  of  Seward  has  increased  the  tide  of  German  or 
other  emigration  to  the  United  States. 

The  King  of  Russia  has  in  effect  accomplished  a  coup  d'etat, 
virtually  subverting  the  Constitution.  A  revolution  is  supposed  to 
be  imminent.  It  is  believed  that  16,000,000  out  of  the  17,000,000  of 
the  population  of  the  realm  are  in  resolute  opposition  to  this  high- 
handed act  of  their  sovereign,  but  what  form  their  opposition  will 
assume  in  the  presence  of  the  powerful  army  which  surrounds  him  is 
not  to  my  mind  quite  certain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  ('.  S.  A.,  Richmond. 


No.  18.]  Parks,  October  28, 1862. 

Sm :  You  will  find  herewith  certain  propositions  for  a  loan  made 
by  Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co.,  of  .Paris.  In  a  previous  dispatch  I 
alluded  to  this  matter;  by  that  you  will  find  that  these  gentlemen 
presented  themselves  to  me  without  any  suggestion  on  my  part  of  a 
desire  to  borrow  money  for  the  Confederate  States.  I  told  them  very 
frankly  that  I  had  no  mission  for  that  purpose ;  that  my  Government 
had  agents  in  Europe  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and  equipments  for 
the  Army  and  for  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  ships  of  war; 
that  if  for  that  purpose  they  could  make  arrangements  that  appeared 
to  me  under  all  the  circumstances  to  be  reasonable  and  fair,  I  would 
give  the  sanction  of  my  approbation  for  whatever  it  might  be  worth. 

The  first  conversations  did  not  contemplate  anything  further  than 
the  raising  of  such  sums  as  might  within  a  few  months  be  required 
by  the  agents  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  say  six  or  seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Now,  however,  Messrs.  Er- 
langer &  Co.  propose  to  embark  in  the  speculation  on  a  much  more 
extended  scale.  I  have  agreed  to  forward  their  propositions,  which 
as  you  will  perceive  bind  no  one  until  the  agreement  shall  have  been 
consummated  m  the  manner  stipulated.  The  propositions  of  course 
are  subject  to  any  modifications  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


LIST  OF  PAPERS.  569 

may  suggest.  The  expediency  of  accepting  them  will  be  controlled 
or  modified  by  the  state  of  things  which  may  exist  when  they  may 
reach  Richmond.  The  probability  is  that  the  agent  of  Messrs.  Er- 
langer  &  Co.  will  arrive  there  before  this  dispatch.  All  that  I  have 
to  say  is  that  they  are  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  responsible 
houses  in  Europe  and  that  they  have  been  eminently  successful  in 
originating  and  carrying  out  many  schemes  of  large  loans.  You 
will  find  herewith  the  evidences  of  this  fact. 

1  should  not  have  gone  as  far  as  I  have  in  recommending  these 
propositions  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government  had  I  not  the 
best  reason  to  believe  that  even  in  anticipation  of  its  acceptance  the 
very  strongest  influences  will  be  enlisted  in  our  favor. 

I  must  ask  your  indulgence  for  the  incompleteness  of  this  dispatch, 
but  I  am  engaged  in  preparing  notes  of  my  interview  with  the 
Emperor  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs  which  I  hope  to  forward 
by  the  same  conveyance  as  this  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

October  31,  1862. 

P.  S. — Dear  Benjamin  :  As  I  was  about  closing  my  dispatch  I 
heard  from'a  perfectly  reliable  source  that  a  letter  is  preparing  for 
Mr.  Mercier  at  the  Affaires  Etrangeres  in  which  he  is  directed  to  let 
the  Washington  Government  understand  that  the  longer  continuance 
of  the  war  is  incompatible  with  humanity  and  the  interests  of  the 
world,  and  instructing  that  a  refusal  to  put  a  stop  to  it  will  lead  to 
intervention. 

In  great  haste,  yours, 

John  Slidell. 

[Enclosure.] 

The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  being  de- 
sirous to  receive  propositions  for  a  loan  in  Europe  of  5,000,000  pounds 
sterling,  nominal,  it  has  been  agreed  between  Messrs.  Slidell  and 
Mason  and  Major  Huse,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  said  Government, 
on  the  one  part,  and  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.,  bankers,  in  Paris, 
on  the  other  part,  that  the  following  propositions  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  said  Government : 

Article  1.  The  loan  shall  be  represented  by  bonds  of  the  nominal 
value  of  £100  equals  francs  2,500;  £200  equals  francs  5,000;  £500 
equals  francs  12,500 ;  £1.000  equals  francs  25,000. 

Art.  2.  The  bonds  shall  bear  interest  at  eight  per  cent  (8%)  per 
annum,  payable  half  yearly,  the  1st  July  and  1st  January  of  each  year. 
The  first  coupon  shail  fall  due  the  1st  July,  1863.  As  greater  delay 
may  occur  in  receiving  the  powers  mentioned  in  article  20  than  is  now 
anticipated,  it  is  agreed  that  the  bond  shall  be  dated  and  interest  run 
thereon  from  the  1st  day  of  the  month  in  which  such  powers  shall  be 
received. 

Art.  3.  The  bonds  shall  be  redeemed  by  means  of  half-yearly 
drawings,  beginning  July  1, 1863.  At  each  drawing  one-fortieth  part 
of  the  loan,  which  has  not  been  converted  into  cotton  according  to 
article  6,  shall  be  repaid. 
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Akt.  4.  The  Confederate  Government  engage  to  remit  to  Europe, 
in  gold  or  its  representative,  the  amount  of  the  half-yearly  dividend 
and  sinking  fund  two  months  before  such  dividend  and  drawn  bonds 
fall  due.  The  money  will  be  remitted  either  to  Messrs.  Emile 
Erlanger  &  Co.,  at  Paris,  or  to  such  first-class  house  in  London  as 
Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  may  appoint  for  the  purpose. 

Art.  5.  The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  allow  Messrs. 
Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.,  or  their  representative  in  London,  for  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  and  sinking  fund  a  commission  of  one  per 
cent  (1%)  on  the  amount  paid.  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  engage 
to  pay  the  dividends  and  drawn  bonds  in  London,  Paris,  Amsterdam, 
and  Frankfort. 

Art.  6. — The  bondholders  shall  have  the  option  of  converting  the 
bonds  at  their  nominal  value  into  cotton  by  notice  being  given  to 
the  agents  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  Europe  within  four 
months  from  the  date  of  issue  of  the  bonds.  The  cotton  may  be 
claimed  by  the  bondholders  at  the  price  of  6  pence  sterling  per 
pound,  and  within  ninety  days  after  such  notice  shall  have  been 
given  the  bondholder  or  his  agent  shall  be  bound  to  accept  the  de- 
livery representing  the  amount  of  his  bonds. 

Art.  7.  The  quality  of  the  cotton  to  be  the  standard  of  New  Or- 
leans middling. 

Art.  8.  The  said  cotton  will  be  deliverable  at  points  in  the  inte- 
rior within  10  miles  of  a  railroad  or  stream  navigable  to  the  ocean. 

Art.  9.  If  any  cotton  is  of  inferior  or  superior  quality  as  the  above- 
named  standard,  the  difference  in  value  shall  be  settled  by  two 
brokers,  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  Government,  the  other  by  the 
bondholder.  Whenever  the  two  brokers  can  not  agree  on  the  value, 
then  an  umpire  is  to  be  chosen,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

Art.  10.  All  cotton  taken  in  exchange  of  bonds  shall  be  free  of 
any  export  duties  or  other  taxes. 

Art.  11.  The  cotton  shall  be  at  the  risk  of  the  parties  receiving 
from  the  day  of  delivery,  but  should  the  whole  or  any  portion  of 
it  be  destroyed  by  authority  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  order 
to  prevent  it  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  should  be  de- 
stroyed or  captured  by  the  enemy,  it  will  be  replaced  by  said  Gov- 
ernment on  the  terms  and  conditions  stipulated  in  the  foregoing 
articles. 

Art.  12.  The  Confederate  Government  sell  the  said  5,000,000 
pounds  sterling  8  per  cent  bonds  to  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co., 
at  the  price  of  seventy  per  cent  (70%),  say  seventy  English  pounds 
for  each  hundred  pounds  sterling  nominal  bond,  which  Messrs. 
Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  engage  to  pay  as  follows : 

Fifty  thousand f 50.  000,  at  the  signature  of  the  definitive 

_..  contract. 

Fifty  thousand 00, 000,  fifteen  days  later. 

Hundred  thousand ]00,  000,  one  month  after  the  first  payment. 

Hundred  thousand loo,  000,  two  months  after  the  first  payment 

Four  hundred  thousand 400,  000,  three  months  after  thefirst  payment. 

Four  hundred  thousand 400, 000.  four  months  after  the  first  pn'vment 

Four  hundred  thousand 400,  000.  fivs  months  after  the  first  pa'vment. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand..  450, 000,  six  months  after  the  first  pav'inent 

tour  hundred  and  fifty  thousand..  450,  000,  seven  months  after  the  first  piivment 

Five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand..  550.  000,  eight  months  after  the  first  payment. 

J  lve  hundred  and  fifty  thousand..  550, 000,  nine  months  after  the  first  payment. 

3.  500.  000 
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The  payments  will  be  made  and  received  in  London  by  the  parties 
duly  appointed  as  said  in  article  20. 

Art.  13.  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  shall  have  the  right  to  an- 
ticipate part  of  or  all  the  installments,  the  Confederate  Government 
allowing  discount  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  from  the  time  that  the 
payments  have  been  made  till  the  day  they  would  have  been  due. 

Art.  14.  The  Confederate  Government  allow  Messrs.  Emile  Erlan- 
ger &  Co.  a  commission  of  five  per  cent  (5%)  on  the  nominal  amount 
of  the  loan. 

Art.  15.  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  will  have  to  open  a  sub- 
scription for  the  whole  loan  in  London,  Paris,  Amsterdam,  and 
Frankfort,  at  such  price  as  will  in  their  opinion  insure  the  full  suc- 
cess of  the  loan.  Should  the  issue  price  be  above  70%  (seventy  per 
cent)  the  difference  will  belong  to  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co. 

Art.  16.  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  guarantee  the  Confederate 
Government  a  subscription  of  £400,000,  say  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  nominal,  and  if  the  public  refuse  to  take  this  sum  or 
part  of  it,  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  engage  to  take  upon  them- 
selves this  amount,  thus  to  insure  the  Government  a  subscription  of 
at  least  £400,000,  say  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  nominal. 

Art.  17.  Two  months  after  the  opening  of  the  subscription,  Messrs. 
Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  will  have  to  declare  to  the  Government  at  the 
latest  what  amount  of  the  loan  they  have  placed,  and  the  Confederate 
Government  will  not  have  any  claim  against  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger 
&  Co.  for  the  sum  unplaced  beyond  £400,000,  say  four  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling. 

Art.  18.  For  each  payment,  taking  into  account  the  discount  for 
prepayments  and  the  commission  mentioned  in  article  14,  the  Gov- 
ernment will  deliver  to  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  the  correspond- 
ing nominal  amount  of  8  per  cent  bonds  calculated  at  the  price  of 
70  per  cent  with  coupons  for  twenty  years,  the  first  of  which  will 
fall  due  the  1st  of  July,  1863.  Should  the  bonds  not  be  ready  for 
delivery,  the  Confederate  Government  will  issue  certificates  to  be 
exchanged  against  the  bonds  as  soon  [as]  they  can  be  got  ready 
for  delivery. 

Art.  19.  The  bonds  not  placed  within  the  two  months  stipulated  in 
article  18  shall  remain  at  the  free  disposal  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment. 

Art.  20.  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  and  Major  Huse  promise  to 
forward  this  project  of  contract  to  the  Confederate  Government  for 
its  consideration  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  vouching  in  the  fullest 
manner  for  the  character  and  responsibility  of  Messrs.  Emile 
Erlanger  &  Co.,  also  to  ask  that  full  powers  to  some  person  or  per- 
sons be  granted  to  sign  a  definitive  contract  and  add  such  details 
as  the  two  contracting  parties  may  deem  necessary.  The  powers 
to  be  sent  by  the  Confederate  Government  must  also  be  good  for 
signing  the  certificates,  bonds,  receipts  for  money  paid  in  virtue  of 
the  contract,  and  every  other  transaction  arising  out  of  the  same. 

Art.  21.  Tt  being  uncertain  when  the  powers  of  the  Confederate 
Government  will  arrive  and  as  the  financial  and  political  state  of 
Europe  may  at  the  time  of  their  arrival  have  changed  and  rendered 
impossible  the  operation,  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  reserve 
themselves,  during  eight  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  powers, 
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to  declare  whether  they  are  still  prepared  to  enter  into  a  definitive 
contract.  In  case  of  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Emile  Er- 
langer  &  Co.,  a  definitive  contract  on  the  basis  of  the  present  project 
of  contract  shall  be  drawn  up  and  signed  without  delay.  Messrs. 
Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  shall  have  the  right  of  adjoining  themselves 
such  banks  or  firms  as  they  may  think  desirable  for  the  bringing 
out  of  the  loan,  the  payments  of  the  dividends,  and  other  transactions 
concerning  the  loan.  The  addition  of  other  houses  shall,  however, 
involve  no  extra  charge  to  the  Government. 

Art.  22.  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  shall  send  to  Richmond 
an  agent  enpowered  to  make  an  agreement  for  this  loan,  subject  to 
their  satisfaction. 

Made  and  signed  in  quadruplicate,  Paris,  the  twenty-eighth  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  sixty-two. 

John  Slidell.  • 

Caleb  Huse. 

Emile  Erlanger  &  Co. 


No.  19.]  Paris,  October  28, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  20th  instant.  I  send 
under  this  cover  dispatch  of  this  date  on  a  special  subject. 

On  the  24th  instant  I  sent  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  successor 
of  Mr.  Thouvenel,  a  note  of  which  you  will  find  a  copy  herewith, 
marked  A,  asking  an  interview.  I  received  the  same  day,  through 
his  secretary,  a  verbal  answer  saying  that  he  would  see  me  on 
Sunday,  26th  instant.  I  accordingly  waited  on  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys,  who  received  me  very  kindly.  After  the  customary  inter- 
change of  courtesies,  I  said  that  I  had  been  pleased  to  hear  from 
various  quarters  that  I  should  not  have  to  combat  with  him  the 
adverse  sentiments  that  had  been  attributed  to  his  predecessor  or 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  with  what  degree  of  truth  I  did 
not  permit  myself  to  appreciate,  and  that  if  public  rumor  might  be 
credited  he  had  expressed  his  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

He  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  of  having  expressed  any  opin- 
ion on  the  subject;  that  not  having  anticipated  being  called  to 
the  post  he  now  occupied,  he  had  not  given  to  the  American  ques- 
tion the  attention  which  it  deserved;  but  he  could  assure  me  that 
he  would  examine  it  carefully  and  with  the  most  perfect  impartiality. 
He  invited  me  to  give  my  views.  I  said  that  I  had  addressed  to  his 
predecessor  on  the  21st  July  a  letter  in  which  I  had  set  forth  at 
some  length  the  reasons  on  which  I  then  relied  for  expecting  the 
formal  recognition  of  my  Government,  and  that  as  he  had  informed 
me  that  he  had  not  yet  found  time  to  look  into  the  question  I 
would  briefly  recapitulate  them.  This  I  did,  stating  how  much 
our  position  had  improved  in  the  meanwhile.  I  then  adverted  to 
the  audience  with  which  the  Emperor  had  honored  me  at  Vichv.  the 
assurances  I  then  had  that  the  Emperor's  views  and  wishes'  were 
well  known  to  the  English  Government.  I  spoke  of  the  public  decla- 
rations of  Lord  Palmerston  and  Earl  Russell  that  the  policy  and 
purpose  of  France  and  England  were  identical  on  American  affairs. 
That  this  game  of  misrepresentation  was  still  kept  up,  although  Mr. 
Thouvenel  had  authorized  a  gentleman  high  in  his  corifidence&to  say 
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to  me  that  he  had  serious  conversations  des  pourparlers  tres  reels 
with  the  British  Ambassador  on  the  subject.  In  confirmation  of  my 
assertion  I  stated  the  following  facts : 

1.  An  English  friend  who  had  very  recently  passed  the  day  with 
Lord  Cowley  at  Chantilly  told  me  that  Lord  Cowley  had  said  with- 
out reserve  or  qualification  that  no  intimation,  written  or  verbal,  had 
been  made  to  the  British  Government  of  the  views  or  wishes  of  the 
Emperor  on  the  American  question ;  that,  as  he  believed,  it  was  quite 
true  that  the  Emperor  had,  to  various  private  persons,  expressed  very 
freely  his  sympathies  for  the  South,  but  that  no  notice  could  be  taken 
of  such  expressions,  of  which  the  British  Government  was  "supposed 
to  be  ignorant. 

2.  That  I  had  seen,  but  a  few  days  before,  a  letter  from  a  leading 
member  of  the  British  cabinet,  whose  name  I  mentioned  confiden- 
tially to  the  minister,  in  which  he  very  plainly  insinuated  that  France 
was  playing  an  unfair  game ;  that  she  was  not  better  disposed  toward 
the  South  than  England  was,  and  only  affected  to  be  so  as  to  create 
unkind  feelings  toward  England;  that  nothing  had  been  said  to  in- 
duce England  to  recognize  the  South  or  to  take  any  other  steps  in 
relation  to  American  affairs. 

3.  I  had  just  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  every  way  re- 
liable stating  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Gladstone  and  several  members 
of  the  cabinet,  who  all  said  that  it  was  "  quite  certain  that  Mr.  Thou- 
venel  had  not  attempted  at  any  time  to  induce  their  Government  to 
move." 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  said  that  he  had  too  recently  come  into 
office  and  his  time  had  been  too  much  occupied  by  the  Italian  ques- 
tion to  know  precisely  what  had  been  said  or  done  by  Mr.  Thouvenel, 
but  that  he  was  quite  sure  that  in  some  form  or  other  the  British 
Government  had  been  invited  to  act  with  France  on  the  American 
question.  I  then  attempted  to  show  how  entirely  divergent  were  the 
interests  of  France  and  England  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  repeat 
these  reasons,  as  I  have  already  stated  them  in  previous  dispatches, 
and  asked  if,  in  spite  of  this  divergence,  the  action  of  France  would 
always  be  contingent  on  that  of  England.  He  replied  that  there 
were  grave  objections  to  acting  without  England,  and  he  did  not  see 
how  they  could  well  be  gotten  over;  that  he  could  not  venture  to 
express  any  distinct  opinion  for  the  reason  already  stated  and  be- 
cause he  was  not  fully  in  possession  of  the  Emperor's  views  on  the 
subject.  I  also  showed  him  a  letter  from  a  friend  in  London,  the 
same  who  informed  me  of  Lord  Cowley's  declaration,  dated  24th 
October;  and  as  he  is  very  intimate  with  Lord  Palmerston,  I  give 
you  an  extract  from  it : 

I  have  just  returned  from  Broadlands  [this  is  Lord  Palmerston's  country 
seat],  and  have  also  seen  several  leading  political  men  in  town.  My  impression 
is  that  little  or  no  progress  has  been  made  as  regards  your  question. 

The  great  majority  of  the  Government  are  clearly  adverse  to  recognition  at 
present,  on  selfish  and  narrow  grounds,  perhaps,  but  on  grounds  they  think  good. 
Gladstone's  individual  expression  of  opinion  goes  for  very  little.  The  cabinet 
meeting  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  because  there  is  no  question  demanding 
immediate  discussion,  especially  in  the  absence  of  the  Queen.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  will  be  a  cabinet  meeting  for  10  days  or  a  fortnight,  unless  something 
extraordinary  should  occur. 

I  said  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that,  considering  the  source  from 
which  it  came,  the  letter  offered  to  my  mind  conclusive  evidence  that 
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we  had  nothing  to  expect  from  England.    I  also  read  it  to  the  Em- 
peror to-day. 

I  then  referred  to  the  propositions  I  had  submitted  to  the  Emperor 
at  Vichy  and  repeated  confidentially  in  writing  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  on 
the  23d  July  last.  He  was  evidently  ignorant  of  their  purport,  but 
they  seemed  to  impress  him  strongly. 

I  also  informed  him  of  the  reason  which  had  induced  me  not  to 
press  his  predecessor  for  an  answer  to  my  letter  of  21st  July,  reasons 
which  I  have  communicated  in  a  preceding  dispatch. 

I  said  that  the  Emperor  had  accorded  me  the  honor  of  an  audience 
on  the  following  Tuesday,  and  that  I  might  perhaps  have,  in  conse- 
quence, to  solicit  another  interview. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  although  extremely  courteous,  scrupu- 
lously avoided  saying  anything  that  would  indicate  his  personal 
views  and  feelings,  and  wound  up  by  saying  that  he  would  carefully 
examine  the  subject  and  consult  the  Emperor,  when  he  would  again 
see  me. 

On  Saturday  Mr.  Persigny  informed  me  that  the  Emperor  would 
receive  me  on  the  following  Tuesday.  I  have  just  returned  from  that 
interview  and  have  prepared  a  note  of  the  conversation,  which  I 
annex,  marked  B. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

f  Enclosure  B.] 

MEMORANDUM  OF  AN  INTERVIEW  OF  MR.  8LTDELL  WITH  THE  EMPEROR  AT 
ST.  CLOUD  ON  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  2  8,  186  2. 

The  Emperor  received  me  in  a  most  friendly  manner ;  taking  me 
by  the  hand,  he  inquired  how  I  had  been ;  invited  me  to  be  seated. 
He  then  asked  me  what  news  I  had  from  America,  and  how  our 
affairs  were  going  on. 

I  replied  that  we  were  entirely  cut  off  from  the  reception  of  any 
early  news,  that  we  were  obliged  to  take  our  intelligence  from  the 
Northern  press,  and  that  he  well  knew  how  little  reliable  it  was, 
being  subject  to  the  most  arbitrary  surveillance  over  everything  con- 
nected with  the  war,  but  that  in  spite  of  that  surveillance  the  truth 
could,  after  a  certain  lapse  of  time,  be  gleaned  even  from  Northern 
journals,  and  especially  from  the  private  correspondence  of  persons 
at  New  York  and  elsewhere ;  that  since  I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  him 
at  \ichy  our  position  had  most  materially  improved,  and  was  now 
better  than  at  any  previous  period ;  that  our  troops  were  as  numerous 
and  better  disciplined  than  they  had  ever  been ;  that  time  and  oppor- 
tunity had  developed  high  military  talent  in  many  of  our  officers 
while  there  was  a  singular  absence' of  that  quality  'among  Northern 
generals;  that  while  we  anxiously  desired  to  see  the  war  brought  to 
a  close  we  had  no  apprehensions  whatever  of  the  final  result  of  the 
contest ;  that  we  had  the  immense  advantage  over  our  enemies  of 
harmonious  counsels  and  a  thoroughly  united  people,  ready  and 
willing  to  make  every  sacrifice  and  submit  to  every  privation  for  the 
establishment  of  their  independence. 
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The  Emperor  replied  that  he  was  entirely  satisfied  of  the  correct- 
ness of  all  that  I  said ;  that  he  had  no  scruples  in  declaring  that  his 
sympathies  were  entirely  with  the  South ;  that  his  only  desire  was  to 
know  how  to  give  them  effect ;  that  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Europe 
was  very  unsatisfactory,  especially  in  Italy  and  Greece ;  that  he  was 
obliged  to  act  with  great  caution,  and  intimated  that  if  he  acted 
alone,  England,  instead  of  following  his  example,  would  endeavor  to 
embroil  with  the  United  States  and  that  French  commerce  would 
be  destroyed.  He  asked  what  were  my  views.  I  said  that  I  had  no 
hope  of  any  friendly  action  from  England  until  the  time  should 
arrive  when  it  would  become  a  matter  of  indifference  to  us;  that  all 
we  asked  for  was  recognition,  satisfied  that  the  moral  effect  of  such 
a  step,  by  giving  confidence  to  the  peace  party  of  the  North,  would 
exercise  a  controlling  influence;  that  if  it  had  been  taken  a  few 
months  since  it  would  have  secured  the  election  of  a  majority  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  opposed  to  the  war ;  that  recognition  would 
not  afford  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  the  slightest  pretext  for  hostilities 
on  the  part  of  the  North ;  that  there  were,  however,  stronger  reasons 
that  would  bind  them  to  keep  the  peace.  Their  mercantile  tonnage 
was  infinitely  larger  than  that  of  France,  and  that  in  the  same  pro- 
portion would  be  their  losses  at  sea.  That  their  Navy,  of  which  they 
boasted  so  loudly,  would  be  swept  from  the  ocean  and  all  their  prin- 
cipal ports  efficiently  blockaded  by  a  moiety  of  his  powerful  marine, 
and  that  the  Gloire  or  the  Normandie  could  enter  without  risk  the 
harbors  of  New  York  and  Boston  and  lay  those  cities  under  contri- 
bution. I  told  him  the  condition  of  Fort  Warren,  manned  by  raw 
militia ;  that  the  ports  of  New  York  would  not  be  better  defended, 
as  they  were  only  garrisoned  by  new  levies,  who,  so  soon  as  they  had 
been  drilled  for  a  few  weeks,  were  sent  to  the  armies  in  the  field  and 
replaced  by  fresh  recruits ;  and  that,  above  all,  the  energies  and  re- 
sources of  the  North  were  already  taxed  to  their  utmost  by  the  war 
in  which  they  were  engaged ;  and  that,  mad  and  stupid  as  the  Wash- 
ington Government  had  shown  itself  to  be,  it  still  had  sense  enough 
not  to  seek  a  quarrel  with  the  first  power  of  the  world.  The  Em- 
peror asked :  "  What  do  you  think  of  the  joint  mediation  of  France, 
England,  and  Russia?  Would  it,  if  proposed,  be  accepted  by  the 
two  parties  ? "  I  replied  that  some  months  since  I  would  have  said 
that  the  North  would  unhesitatingly  reject  it,  but  that  now  it  would 
probably  accept  it ;  that  I  could  not  venture  to  say  how  it  would  be 
received  at  Richmond.     I  could  only  give  him  my  individual  opinion. 

I  had  no  faith  in  England  and  believed  that  Russia  would  lean 
strongly  to  the  Northern  side ;  that  the  mediation  of  the  three  powers, 
when  France  could  be  outvoted,  would  not  be  acceptable;  that  we 
might  perhaps,  with  certain  assurances,  consent  to  the  joint  media- 
tion of  France  and  England ;  but,  knowing,  as  I  did,  the  Emperor's 
sentiments,  I  would  gladly  submit  to  his  umpirage.  The  Emperor 
said :  "  My  own  preference  is  for  a  proposition  of  an  armistice  of  six 
months,  with  the  Southern  ports  open  to  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
This  would  put  a  stop  to  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  hostilities  would 
probably  never  be  resumed.  We  can  urge  it  on  the  high  grounds  of 
humanity  and  the  interests  of  the  whole  civilized  world.  If  it  be 
refused  by  the  North,  it  will  afford  good  reason  for  recognition  and 
perhaps  for  more  active  intervention." 
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I  said  that  such  a  course  would  be  judicious  and  acceptable.  Indeed, 
it  was  one  that  I  had  suggested  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  when  I  first  saw 
him  in  February  last;  that  I  feared,  however,  he  would. find  it  as 
difficult  to  obtain  the  cooperation  of  England  for  it  as  for  recogni- 
tion. He  said  that  he  had  reason  to  suppose  the  contrary ;  that  he 
had  a  letter  from  the  King  of  the  Belgians  which  he  would  show  me. 
He  did  so.  It  was  an  autograph  letter  from  King  Leopold  to  the 
Emperor,  dated  Brussels,  15th  October.  The  date  is  important,  as 
Queen  Victoria  was  then  at  Brussels. 

The  King  urges  in  the  warmest  manner,  for  the  cause  of  humanity 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  suffering  populations  of  Europe,  that 
prompt  and  strenuous  effort  should  be  made  by  France,  England, 
and  Russia  to  put  an  end  to  the  bloody  war  that  now  desolates 
America. 

He  expresses  his  perfect  conviction  that  all  attempts  to  reconstruct 
the  Union  of  the  United  States  are  hopeless ;  that  final  separation  is 
an  accomplished  fact ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  great  powers  so 
to  treat  it  that  recognition  or  any  other  course  that  might  be  thought 
best  calculated  to  bring  about  a  peace  should  at  once  be  adopted. 

The  appeal  is  made  with  great  earnestness  to  the  Emperor  to 
bring  the  whole  weight  of  his  great  name  and  authority  to  bear  on 
the  most  important  question  of  his  day.  It  is  universally  believed 
that  King  Leopold's  counsels  have  more  influence  with  Queen  Vic- 
toria than  those  of  any  other  living  man,  that  in  this  respect  he  has 
inherited  the  succession  of  the  late  Prince  Consort.  I  repeated  to 
the  Emperor  what  I  had  said  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  of  the 
assertions  of  Lord  Cowley  and  others,  that  no  intimation  of  his 
wishes  and  views  in  the  question  had  been  made  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. He  smiled  and  said  he  supposed  that  it  was  in  accordance 
with  diplomatic  usages  to  consider  nothing  to  exist  that  had  not 
been  formally  written;  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  must  have  spoken  to 
Lord  Cowley,  and  intimated  perhaps  Mr.  Thouvenel  might  not  have 
endeavored  to  impress  Lord  Cowley  with  the  idea  that  he  was  much 
in  earnest.  I  have  had  strong  suspicion  on  this  score  for  some  time 
past  and  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  feeling  that  Mr.  Thouvenel 
did  not  fairly  represent  his  views  on  this  as  well  as  on  the  Italian 
question  may  have  had  some  influence  on  the  decision  of  the  Em- 
peror to  dispense  with  the  services  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  as  minister 
of  foreign  affairs.  It  is  very  certain  that  his  resignation  was  invited 
by  the  Emperor. 

The  Emperor  asked  why  we  had  not  created  a  Navy.  He  said 
that  we  ought  to  have  one;  that  a  few  ships  would  have  inflicted 
fatal  injury  on  the  Federal  commerce,  and  that  with  three  or  four 
powerful  steamers  we  could  have  opened  some  of  our  ports.  I 
replied  that  at  first  many  of  our  leading  men  thought  it  would 
be  bad  policy  to  attempt  to  become  a  naval  power,  as  we  had  no 
good  ports  for  large  vessels  but  Norfolk  and  Pensacola,  few  steamers, 
and  an  inconsiderable  mercantile  marine;  that  we  would  always 
be  essentially  an  agricultural  people,  selling  freely  to  all  the  world 
and  buying  in  the  cheapest  markets.  We  could  rely  on  our  peaceful 
disposition  to  preserve  us  from  collisions  with  European  powers, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  those  powers 
to  prevent  our  only  probable  enemies  from  abusing  their  superiority 
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over  us  at  sea;  that  we  all  now  saw  our  error  and  were  endeavoring 
to  correct  it;  that  we  had  built  two  vessels  in  England,  and  were 
now  building  others,  two  of  which  would  be  powerful  ironclad 
steamers;  that  the  great  difficulty  was  not  to  build  but  to  man  and 
arm  them  under  the  existing  regulations  for  the  preservation  of 
neutrality;  that  if  the  Emperor  would  give  only  some  kind  of 
verbal  assurance  that  his  police  would  not  observe  too  closely  when 
we  wished  to  put  on  board  guns  and  men  we  would  gladly  avail 
ourselves  of  it. 

He  said :  "  Why  could  you  not  have  them  built  as  for  the  Italian 
Government?  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  difficult,  but  will  consult 
the  minister  of  marine  about  it." 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  King  Leopold,  in  his  letter,  spoke  of 
his  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  French  arms  in  Mexico  and  the 
establishment  under  their  protection  of  a  stable  and  regular  Gov- 
ernment. This  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  alluding  to  the  proposi- 
tions I  had  made  at  Vichy  and  to  hold  out  the  advantages  which 
would  result  to  France  from  a  cordial  and  close  alliance  between 
the  countries,  not  so  much  depending  on  treaties  and  mere  paper 
bonds  as  resulting  from  mutual  interests  and  common  sympathies. 
An  idea  prevails  among  some  of  the  officers  who  have  gone  to 
Mexico  that  as  troops  and  ships  have  been  sent  there  on  a  scale 
vastly  greater  than  the  apparent  object  of  the  expedition  requires 
the  Emperor  has  some  ulterior  views,  perhaps  to  occupy  the  old 
French  colony  of  Santo  Domingo,  as  Spain  has  done  for  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  islands.  I  took  occasion  to  say  to  the  Emperor  that 
however  distasteful  such  a  measure  might  be  to  the  AVashington 
Government  ours  could  have  no  objections  to  it.  -While  the  ques- 
tion of  recognition  was  the  topic  of  conversation  the  Emperor  said 
that  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  a  New  Yorker  which  lie  wished  me 
to  read  to  have  my  opinion  of  the  correctness  of  the  views  it-  ex- 
pressed. It  was  a  letter  that  I  had  previously  seen,  it  being  addressed 
to  Mr.  Lindsay,  member  of  Parliament,  who  consulted  me  about  the 
propriety  of  placing  it  before  the  Emperor,  as  he  had  already  done 
with  Earl  Russell. 

At  my  instance  Mr.  Lindsay  handed  it  to  Mr.  Michel  Chevalier,  a 
senator  standing  high  in  the  Emperor's  confidence.  The  letter  pur- 
ported to  be  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  many  leading  Demo- 
crats that  recognition  of  the  South  would  soon  bring  the  war  to  a 
close.  As  the  writer  was  well  known  to  me  as  a  man  of  high  character 
and  intelligence,  1  assured  the  Emperor  that  he  might  confidently 
rely  on  the  fairness  and  accuracy  of  his  statements.  In  the  same  con- 
nection the  Emperor  spoke  of  an  article  in  a  Richmond  paper  which 
had  attracted  his  attention,  and  which  he  said  had  produced  some  im- 
pression on  his  mind.  It  was  an  article  from  the  Dispatch,  I  think, 
and  which  has  gone  the  rounds  of  most  of  the  European  papers,  espe- 
cially those  friendly  to  the  North.  It  deprecates  recognition  as  tend- 
ing only  to  irritate  the  people  of  the  North  and  to  stimulate  to  in- 
creased exertion,  while  it  would  be  of  no  service  to  the  South.  I  have 
been  more  than  once  surprised  to  hear  this  article  referred  to  in  con- 
versation by  intelligent  persons  well  disposed  toward  our  cause  on 
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whom  it  seemed  also  to  have  had  some  effect.  I  told  the  Emperor 
that  there  were  at  least  five,  perhaps  more,  daily  papers  published  in 
Richmond,  and  that  if  my  recollection  were  correct  it  was  the  one 
that  had  the  least  influence ;  that  the  article  was  but  the  expression 
of  the  individual  opinion  of  an  anonymous  writer,  who  in  all  proba- 
bility, if  he  were  known,  would  prove  to  be  a  man  without  the  slight- 
est position,  social  or  political. 

The  Emperor  inquired  particularly  about  the  character  of  Gen- 
erals Lee,  Johnston,  and  Stonewall  Jackson,  and  expressed  his  ad- 
miration of  the  recent  march  of  Stuart's  cavalry  into  Pennsylvania, 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  Hancock  and  recrossing  below  Harper's 
Ferry.  He  asked  me  to  trace  the  route  on  the  map,  and  was  aston- 
ished at  the  boldness  and  success  of  the  enterprise.  He  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  large  number  killed  and  wounded  in  various  battles, 
and  asked  if  the  accounts  were  not  exaggerated.  I  said  that  so  far 
as  the  losses  of  the  enemy  were  concerned  they  were,  on  the  contrary, 
systematically  very  much  understated ;  that  as  they  had  acknowledged 
a  loss  of  more  than  14,000  in  the  Maryland  battles  there  was  every 
ground  for  believing  that  it  was  nearer  25,000.  He  remarked :  "  Why, 
this  is  a  frightful  carnage;  we  had  but  12,000  hors  de  combat  at 
Magenta."  "  But,"  I  replied,  "  Solferino  and  Magenta  produced  de- 
cisive results,  while  with  us  successive  victories  do  not  appear  to  bring 
lis  any  nearer  to  a  termination  of  the  war."  He  asked  how  the 
Northern  congressional  elections  would  probably  turn  and  what 
would  be  the  effect  on  the  Democratic  Party.  I  said  that  ap- 
pearances indicated  that  the  Democrats  would  probably  have  a 
majority  in  two  or  three  States,  but  that  in  my  opinion  such  partial 
successes  would  exercise  but  little,  if  any,  influence  on  the  course  of 
the  Lincoln  Government. 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  the  proper  connection  that  the  Emperor 
said  that  he  had  very  recently  seen  Lord  Cowley,  in  a  manner  to 
leave  me  to  infer  that  he  had  then  communicated  his  views  respecting 
American  affairs. 

The  Emperor,  recalling,  I  presume,  what  I  had  said  in  the  memo- 
randum submitted  to  him  through  Mr:  Persigny,  of  which  I  sent  a 
copy  in  my  No.  13,  asked  if  we  should  not  be  probably  exposed  to 
serious  losses  when  the  western  rivers  should  be  again  navigable.  I 
said  that  we  undoubtedly  would ;  that  action  by  France  now  would 
save  innumerable  lives,  and  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude  of  the  world ; 
that  such  an  opportunity  to  serve  the  cause  of  humanity  and  civili- 
zation would  never  again  present  itself. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  the  outlines  of  an  interview  which 
lasted  one  hour.  Something  has  perhaps  escaped  my  recollection, 
and  the  order  of  conversation  has  not  been  strictly  followed,  but  you 
may  rely  on  the  substantial  correctness  of  my  summary.  The  whole 
interview  was,  as  well  in  manner  as  in  substance,  highly  gratifying 
On  taking  leave  the  Emperor  again  shook  hands.  I  mention  this 
fact,  which  would  appear  trivial  to  persons  not  familiar  with  Euro- 
pean usages  and  manner,  because  it  affords  additional  evidence  of 
the  kindly  feeling  manifested  in  his  conversation,  which,  by  the  way. 
was  conducted  entirely  in  English. 
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Department  of  State, 
No.  8.]  Richmond^  October  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  my  No.  7  of  17th  and  20th  instant,  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fearn  (who  arrived  on  25th  instant) 
your  No.  10  of  25th  July  with  its  very  interesting  reports  of  your 
interviews  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  Mr.  Thouvenel.  I 
had  previously  received  (on  21st  instant)  your  private  letter  of  18th 
September  forwarded  through  Mr.  Mason,  this  last  having  reached 
me  in  a  shorter  time  than  any  communication  hitherto  had  with 
Europe  and  demonstrating  the  great  value  of  the  new  means  of  inter- 
course now  opened  and  which  we  hope  to  maintain.  Mr.  Mason  will 
explain  to  you  the  details  of  the  new  arrangement  and  your  best 
course  will  be  to  forward  your  future  dispatches  through  him. 

The  voluminous  contents  of  your  dispatch  and  that  of  Mr.  Mason 
have  prevented  their  communication  to  the  President,  with  whom 
I  desire  to  confer  before  answering  you.  The  President  is  for  the 
moment  deeply  engaged  in  military  matters,  and  in  endeavors  to 
repair  by  new  combinations  the  evils  resulting  from  the  failure  of 
the  Kentucky  campaign,  which  has  eventuated  in  none  of  the  happy 
consequences  which  we  so  confidently  hoped.  The  only  gain  has 
been  the  capture  of  a  very  large  amount  of  supplies. 

I  have  no  time  to  add  anything  by  this  conveyance,  but  another 
opportunity  will  offer  in  a  few  days  for  a  full  dispatch. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  ISenjamin, 

Hon.  John  Slidell,  etc.,  Secretary  of  State. 

Paris. 

V.  S. — Mrs.  Davis  begs  me  to  say  that  she  anticipates  with  eager- 
ness the  promised  letter  from  your  daughter,  which  has  not  yet 
reached  Eichmond. 


[Returned  by  Mr.  Sanders  and  canceled  by  order  of  the  Secretary,  8th  December,  1862. — 

L.  Q.  Washington,  C.  C] 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  October  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  favorable  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  I  now  consent  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  to  contract  for  the  conveyance  of  dispatches  and 
light  parcels  between  Richmond  and  Europe  on  the  following  terms : 

First.  Messrs.  B.  Wier  &  Co.,  of  Halifax,  are  to  place  a  line  of 
three  fast  sailing  schooners  in  the  trade  between  Halifax  and  Balti- 
more, one  of  which  is  to  leave  Halifax  for  Baltimore  immediately 
after  the  arrival  of  the  British  mail  steamer  at  Halifax,  and  thus 
keep  up  a  semimonthly  mail  communication  between  the  two  ports. 

Second.  Each  vessel  is  to  have  a  fast,  light  boat  for  landing  and 
a  signal  and  signal  lights. 

Third.  No  passengers  are  to  be  carried  on  these  schooners  except 
on  service  for  this  Government,  and  the  passage  money  is  to  be 
$25  for  each  passenger. 

Fourth.  This  Government  is  to  have  the  right  to  place  on  board 
of  each  vessel  on  each  trip  (both  ways)  the  bulk  in  freight  of  two 
flour  barrels,  consisting  not  only  of  dispatches  but  of  such  merchan- 
dise, drugs,  and  other  articles,  even  contraband  of  war,  as  the  Gov- 
ernment may  choose  to  send. 
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Fifth.  The  passengers  and  freight  are  to  be  received  and  delivered 
at  both  of  the  above  ports,  and  at  some  point  on  the  Virginia  shore 
of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  be  selected  by  the  Government ;  at  the  point 
so  selected,  and  which  may  be  changed  from  time  to  time  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  may  require,  the  Government  will  have 
ready  a  boat  and  boat's  crew  with  signals  and  signal  lights  ready 
to  communicate  with  the  said  schooners  and  to  receive  and  to  de- 
liver the  passengers  and  freight  aforesaid;  and  the  voyages  of  the 
schooners  shall  be  so  timed  as  to  cause  their  arrival  off  the  point 
where  the  boat  is  stationed  to  occur  at  night,  as  far  as  practicable, 
and  the  officers  of  said  schooners  shall  indicate  their  arrival  by  sig- 
nals to  be  arranged  by  the  Government  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat, 
and  shall  use  every  effort  to  keep  up  the  connection  between  the 
schooners  and  the  boat  stationed  by  the  Government. 

Sixth.  The  Government  will  pay  for  the  services  rendered  by  the 
said  schooners,  in  addition  to  the  passage  money  for  any  passengers 
conveyed  on  its  account,  $300  for  each  round  voyage  of  each  schooner, 
making  a  total  sum  of  $600  per  month  for  the  two  semimonthly  trips. 

Seventh.  The  Government  will  pay  the  owner  $3,000  as  an  indem- 
nity in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  any  one  of  said  vessels  by  capture  and 
condemnation  by  the  enemy,  but  the  Government  assumes  no  other 
risk  than  that  above  specified. 

Eighth.  The  payments  due  on  this  contract  will  be  made  by  bills 
of  exchange  on  Liverpool,  and  exchange  will  be  furnished  at  the 
rate  of  1  pound  sterling  for  $4.85.  The  payments  will  be  made  as 
often  as  may  be  desired  by  the  owners  of  the  schooners. 

Ninth.  Lewis  Sanders  will  be  employed  as  dispatch  agent  to  reside 
in  Halifax  and  receive  and  forward  all  that  may  be  sent  both  ways, 
so  as  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  the  agents  of  this  Government 
now  or  hereafter  in  Europe.    His  salary  will  be  $100  per  month. 

Tenth.  This  contract  will  remain  in  force  until  the  end  of  the 
present  war,  unless  sooner  interrupted  by  the  enemy  or  by  some  other 
cause  which  shall  prevent  its  successful  operation. 

Eleventh.  To  secure  the  faithful  performance  of  this  contract  on 
the  part  of  this  Government  the  8  per  cent  bonds  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  the  amount  of  $5,000  will  be  placed  in  your  hands  for  the 
purpose  of  being  placed  by  you,  in  pledge,  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
B.  Wier  &  Co.,  to  be  used  in  the  sole  event  of  a  failure  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  to  pay  on  due  demand  the  freight,  passage,  or 
indemnity  money  hereinbefore  stipulated.  In  the  event  of  such 
failure  the  owners  of  the  schooners  may,  after  sixty  days'  notice  to 
tins  Government,  sell  said  bonds  and  apply  the  proceeds  as  far  as 
necessary  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims,  returning  the  surplus  to 
this  Government. 

You  are  authorized  to  execute  a  contract  on  the  foregoing  basis  in 
behalf  of  this  Government  with  Messrs.  B.  Wier  &  Co.,  sending  a 
duplicate  to  this  Department.  If  from  unforeseen  causes  you  are 
unable  to  conclude  an  agreement  with  that  firm,  you  may  contract 
with  some  other  responsible  and  trustworthy  house. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[seal.]  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

,,     „  0  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  (jeorge  Sanders, 

Richmond,  Va. 
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DErAKTMENT  OF  &TATE, 

No.  8.]  Richmond,  October  28, 1862. 

Sik:  Since  my  No.  7  of  26th  ultimo,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving your  Nos.  14,  15,  16,  and  17,  dated,  respectively,  30th  July, 
5th  August,  18th  September,  and  18th  September.  The  two  latter 
were  received  by  special  messenger,  who  reached  Richmond  on  the 
21st  instant.  The  two  former  were  delivered  by  Mr.  Fearn,  who  did 
not  arrive  till  25th  instant. 

The  contents  of  Nos.  14  and  15  are  so  voluminous  (and  they  were 
accompanied  by  others  of  equal  bulk  from  Mr.  Slidell)  that  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  confer  with  the  President  in  relation  to  them,  and 
shall  therefore  defer  replying,  the  more  especially  as  I  shall  have 
another  opportunity  of  forwarding  dispatches  in  a  very  few  days. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  bearer  of  the  dispatches  16  and  17 
for  facilitating  intercourse  between  us  have  been  approved  and  will 
be  continued  as  long  as  successful.  The  details  will  be  explained  to 
you  by  the  bearer  of  this  dispatch  (Mr.  George  Sanders)  in  person. 

The  subject  of  a  loan  based  on  cotton  certificates  has  been  fully 
considered  and  you  will  receive  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informing  you  of  the  conclusions  reached 
by  us  after  much  deliberation.  I  communicated  to  the  Secretary  your 
tender  of  services  in  connection  with  this  matter,  and  he  requests  me 
to  express  his  thanks  and  to  solicit  your  aid  and  cooperation  in  any 
movements  that  may  be  made  to  secure  success  by  Mr.  Spence,  to 
whom  the  Government  has  confided  the  business  in  consequence 
chiefly  of  your  recommendation.  He  had  been  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  other  negotiations  before  the  receipt  of  your  last  dispatches. 

The  President  desires  me  to  express  his  approval,  and  satisfaction 
with  your  conduct  in  assuming  under  the  circumstances  the  responsi- 
bility of  making  the  arrangements  necessary  for  the  success  of  Cap- 
tain Sinclair  in  his  arrangements  for  building  a  ship. 

It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  you  had,  as  was  confidently  antici- 
pated, reviewed  your  impressions,  and  determined  not  to  withdraw 
from  London  without  the  previous  instructions  of  the  President. 
Your  correspondence  with  Earl  Russell  shows  with  what  scant 
courtesy  you  have  been  treated,  and  exhibits  a  marked  contrast  be- 
tween the  conduct  of  the  English  and  French  statesmen  now  in  office 
in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  agents  eminently  discreditable  to 
the  former.  Tt  is  lamentable  that  at  this  late  period  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  a  nation  so  enlightened  as  Great  Britain  should  have  failed 
yet  to  discover  that  a  principal  cause  of  the  dislike  and  hatred  toward 
England,  of  which  complaints  are  rife  in  her  Parliament  and  in  her 
press,  is  the  offensive  arrogance  of  some  of  her  public  men.  The 
contrast  is  striking  between  the  polished  courtesy  of  Mr.  Thouvenel 
and  the  rude  incivility  of  Earl  Russell.  Your  determination  to  sub- 
mit to  these  annoyances  in  the  service  of  your  country  and  to  over- 
look personal  slights,  while  hope  remains  that  your  continued  pres- 
ence in  England  may  benefit  our  cause,  can  not  fail  to  meet  the  warm 
approval  of  your  Government.  I  refrain,  however,  from  further 
comment  on  the  contents  of  your  dispatches  till  the  attention  for  the 
President  (now  concentrated  on  efforts  to  repair  the  ill  effects  of  the 
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failure  of  the  Kentucky  campaign)  can  be  directed  to  your  corre- 
spondence with  Earl  Russell. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 


No.  18.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  October  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  the  Government  of  an 
occurrence  which  has  recently  happened  on  board  the  C.  S.  S. 
Sumter,  lying  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar. 

Captain  Semmes  and  his  officers  having  been  transferred  to  the 
Alabama,  the  Sumter  was  left  in  charge  of  a  midshipman  and  boat's 
crew  only,  a  guard  deemed  sufficient  by  Captain  Semmes.  On  the 
14th  of  this  month  I  received  a  telegram  from  Sergeant  Stephenson, 
of  the  marines  (one  of  those  left  in  charge  of  the  ship),  that  Acting 
Midshipman  Andrews  (in  command)  had  been  shot  and  killed  by 
one  of  the  men  named  Hester,  who  was  master,  and  that  Hester  had 
been  taken  into  custody  by  the  civil  authorities  there  and  asking  for 
instructions.  I  immediately  replied  by  telegraph  to  Sergeant  Steph- 
enson, directing  him  to  take  charge  oi  the  ship  and  the  public  prop- 
erty on  board,  and  that  an  officer  would  be  sent  at  once  to  relieve 
him. 

Lieutenant  Chapman,  a  former  officer  of  the  Sumter,  was  then  in 
Paris  on  duty  assigned  him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  In  the 
emergency  I  wrote  to  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Gibraltar  and  take  command  of  this  ship.  After  the  death  of  Mid- 
shipman Andrews  and  the  arrest  of  the  master's  mate  the  only  per- 
son on  board  having  the  semblance  of  authority  was  the  sergeant  of 
marines.  Some  days  after  I  received  a  letter  dated  on  board  the 
Sumter,  the  17th  of  October,  signed  by  all  the  ship's  crew  (only  9 
in  number),  including  the  sergeant  of  marines,  denouncing  in  strong 
terms  the  act  of  Hester  as  "  a  cool,  deliberate  murder,"  and  promising 
that  everything  should  be  done  by  those  on  board  to  "take  care  of 
the  ship  until  further  orders."  I  subsequently  received  two  letters 
from  a  Mr.  George  F.  Coonewall,  dated,  respectively,  at  Gibraltar 
the  17th  and  22d  of  October,  informing  me  that  he  had  been  engaged 
as  counsel  by  Hester,  and  stating  that, the  latter  fully  avowed  the  act, 
and  vindicated  it  on  the  ground  that  Midshipman  Andrews  "  had 
expressed  his  determination  to  take  the  vessel  out  of  this  port 
(Gibraltar)  and  give  her  up  at  Algeciras  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Supply," 
then  in  the  latter  port,  and  had  threatened  to  shoot  anyone  who 
opposed  his  purpose.  Mr.  Hester,  not  being  (as  he  says)  able  to 
rely  on  the  crew,  adopted  this  fatal  course,  and  believes  he  has  only 
done  his  duty. 

I  should  have  stated  above  that  in  the  letter  from  the  crew  of  the 
bumter  no  particulars  of  the  affair  were  given,  nor  anything  stated 
as  the  cause  of  the  act,  except  as  in  the  following  paragraph  quoted 
from  that  letter:  "As  regards  the  accusation  made  by  Mr.  Hester 
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against  Mr.  Andrews  being  a  traitor,  it  is,  as  far  as  we  all  know, 
entirely  without  foundation,  for  he  was  one  that  was  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  more  especially  by  his  crew." 

Lieutenant  Chapman  came  immediately  to  London  on  receipt  of 
my  letter  (as  the  shortest  route  to  Gibraltar),  and  sailed  for  that 
port  on  the  mail  packet  on  Monday  last,  the  27th  instant.  He  should 
have  arrived  yesterday. 

I  instructed  Lieutenant  Chapman  to  make  full  enquiry  into  the 
affair  and  its  circumstances  and  to  report  them  accordingly.  In  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Coonewall,  the  counsel,  he  reports  the  earnest  request 
of  Mr.  Hester  that  I  should  provide  the  means  for  his  defense,  and 
in  his  last  letter  a  like  earnest  request  that  I  should  take  measures 
to  have  the  prisoner  restored  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Confederate 
States,  fearing  the  result  of  a  trial  by  the  British  authorities. 

He  further  requests  that  measures  be  taken  to  have  certain  officers 
of  the  Sumter  (including  Lieutenant  Chapman)  brought  as  witnesses 
on  his  behalf  at  his  trial.  I  can  form  no  opinion  of  what  it  may  be 
proper  for  me  to  do  in  the  premises  until  I  get  the  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Chapman.  Should  there  be  reasonable  foundation  for  the  al- 
leged belief  of  Hester  that  Andrews  designed  the  surrender  of  the 
ship  to  the  enemy  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  whatever  may  be 
found  best  to  give  him  the  full  benefit  of  the  proofs  he  may  adduce. 

On  the  question  of  jurisdiction  it  would  certainly  be  right  that  he 
should  be  tried  under  the  authority  of  our  Government;  but  even 
should  the  jurisdiction  be  yielded  by  the  British  Government  (which, 
in  our  unorganized  condition,  is  by  no  means  certain),  I  should  be 
at  great  loss  to  know  how  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  trial,  and  what  to 
do  with  him  in  the  meantime.  This,  however,  can  be  only  or  best  de- 
termined after  getting  Lieutenant  Chapman's  report. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  in  the  dilemma  arising  out  of  this  un- 
fortunate affair  and  with  the  entire  concurrence  and  advice  of  Cap- 
tains Bulloch  and  Sinclair,  of  the  Navy,  as  well  as  Lieutenant  Chap- 
man, I  have  determined  to  have  the  Sumter  sold,  and  have  taken 
measures  to  have  the  sale  made  by  Captain  Bulloch,  the  senior  officer 
in  the  service  here.  Her  armament  and  such  stores  of  clothing,  etc., 
as  can  be  used  in  fitting  out  other  ships  will  be  reserved. 

Lieutenant  Chapman's  report  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No  9  1  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  October  30,  1862. 
Sir:  My  No.  8  (dispatched  on  the  28th  instant,  by  the  new  means 
of  communication  established  via  Halifax)  acknowledged  receipt  of 
your  No.  10  of  25th  July  with  its  enclosures.  Since  then  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  for  full  conference  with  the  President  and  am  di- 
rected by  him  to  express  his  approval  of  your  communications  ma4e 
to  the  French  Government,  both  in  your  formal  dispatch  to  Mr. 
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Thouvenel  and  in  your  personal  interviews  with  him  and  the  Em- 
peror. 

It  is  not,  however,  intended  by  this  approval  to  commit  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  proposal  contained  in  the  final  passage  of  the  Unsigned 
memorandum  No.  3  annexed  to  your  dispatch,  in  relation  to  which 
you  gave  special  notice  that  you  had  no  express  instructions.  That 
proposal  is  of  so  grave  a  character  and  involves  consequences  so  mo- 
mentous and  so  far-reaching  that  it  could  not  be  ratified  without  the 
most  mature  deliberation.  As  the  proposal  was  not  accepted  by  the 
French  Government  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  enter  into  the  sub- 
ject at  present.  It  rests  very  well  where  you  have  left  it,  as  a  mere 
proposition  ad  referendum  which  we  are  at  liberty  to  take  into  con- 
sideration, untrammeled  by  any  committal,  in  the  event  of  its  being 
favorably  entertained  by  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

In  your  private  letter  of  18th  September  you  mention  your  pur- 
pose to  call  for  a  formal  answer  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
month  to  your  official  note  demanding  recognition,  and  we  await  the 
result  of  your  request  with  lively  interest  the  more  especially  as 
we  are  led  to  suppose  both  by  yourself  and  Mr.  Mason  that  the 
English  cabinet  would  at  an  early  day  in  this  month  take  into  re- 
newed consideration  the  subject  of  our  affairs.  While  I  am  writing, 
the  city  of  Richmond  is  greatly  excited  by  news  just  received  from 
New  ^  ork  and  put  forth  in  the  extra  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer 
herewith  enclosed.  The  details  therein  contained,  corresponding  as 
they  do  to  a  great  extent  with  the  anticipations  we  had  been  led  to 
entertain  from  the  tenor  of  your  dispatches,  have  a  certain  air  of 
plausibility  which  prevents  our  rejecting  the  statement  as  a  mere 
canard,  and  induces  the  belief  that  there  is  some  truth  at  the  bottom 
of  it. 

I  can  not  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs  add  anything  to  your 
former  instructions,  but  I  beg  that  you  will  renew  your  efforts  to 
obtain  permission  for  the  transmission  of  our  correspondence  by  the 
French  vessels  of  war  that  touch  at  our  ports. 

I  regret  that  none  of  the  letters  of  Mrs.  Slide]]  for  Mrs.  Davis, 
announced  in  your  private  letter  to  the  President,  have  ever  been 
received.  I  may  add  that  the  date  of  the  last  letter  received  by  me 
from  my  own  family  is  the  10th  May.  These  facts  will  satisfy  you 
of  the  urgent  importance  of  the  permission  requested  from  the 
French  Government,  which  I  trust  you  wiH  be  successful  in  obtaining. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  John  Slidell.  etc.,  Paris. 


J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 


No.  9.]  Department  or  State, 

Richmond.  October  31,  1862. 
Sir:  Since  my  No.  8  of  28th  instant,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
full  conference  with  the  President  on  the  subject  of  the  contents  of 
your  dispatches  Nos.  14,  15,  and  17.  I  proceed  to  lay  before  you  his 
views  in  relation  to  the  discourteous  and  even  unfriendly  attitude 
assumed  by  the  British  cabinet  in  the  correspondence  between  your- 
self and  Earl  Russell.  J 
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It  results  clearly  from  the  tenor  of  these  dispatches : 

First.  That  the  British  cabinet,  after  having  invited  this  Govern- 
ment to  concur  in  the  adoption  of  certain  principles  on  international 
law,  and.  after  having  obtained  its  assent,  assumed  in  official  dis- 
patches to  derogate  from  the  principles  thus  adopted,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  Confederacy ;  and  that  upon 
being  approached  in  respectful  and  temperate  terms  with  a  request 
for  explanation  on  a  matter  of  such  deep  concern  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  that  cabinet  refuses  a  reply. 

Second.  That  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
curtly  refuses  an  unofficial  interview  with  the  accredited  agent  of 
this  Government,  requested  for  the  purpose  of  "submitting  some 
views"  (on  a  subject  of  the  highest  importance)  "which  may  be 
better  imparted  in  a  brief  conversation." 

Third.  That  in  answer  to  your  communication  placing  certain 
well-known  historical  facts  before  the  British  cabinet  as  the  basis 
of  our  claim  for  the  recognition  of  our  independence,  it  has  pleased 
her  Majesty's  Government  to  quote  from  a  dispatch  of  Mr.  Seward 
statements  derogatory  to  this  Government  and  without  foundation 
in  fact. 

On  the  first  of  these  points  it  is  to  be  observed  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  can  have  no  just  grounds  for  refusing  an  explanation  of 
its  conduct  toward  the  Confederacy  because  of  the  absence  of  a 
recognition  of  our  independence  by  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
It  was  not  in  the  character  of  a  recognized  independent  nation,  but 
in  that  of  a  recognized  belligerent  that  the  two  leading  powers  of 
western  Europe  approached  this  Government  with  a  proposition  for 
the  adoption  of  certain  principles  of  public  law  as  rules  which 
should  govern  the  mutual  relations  between  this  people  as  belliger- 
ents and  the  nations  of  Europe  as  neutrals  during  the  pending  war. 
Two  of  these  rules  were  for  the  special  benefit  of  Great  Britain  as 
one  of  those  neutral  powers.  We  agreed  that  her  flag  should  cover 
enemy's  goods,  and  that  her  goods  should  be  safe  under  enemy's 
flag.  The  former  of  these  two  rules  conceded  to  her  as  a  neutral 
rights  which  during  her  entire  history  she  had  sternly  refused  when 
herself  a  belligerent,  with  the  exception  of  a  temporary  waiver  dur- 
ing her  last  war  with  Russia.  To  these  stipulations  in  her  favor  we 
have  adhered  with  a  fidelity  so  scrupulous  that  now,  when  we  are 
far  advanced  in  the  second  year  of  the  war,  Ave  are  without  even  com- 
plaint of  injury  from  a  single  British  subject  arising  out  of  any 
infringement  of  our  obligations.  Great  Britain  on  her  part  agreed 
that  no  blockade  should  be  considered  binding  unless  "  maintained 
by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of  the 
enemy."  On  the  very  first  occasion  which  arose  for  the  application 
of  this,  the  only  stipulation  that  could  be  of  practical  benefit  to 
this  country  during  the  war,  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  in  an  official  dispatch  published  to  the  world,  ap- 
pends a  qualification  which  in  effect  destroys  its  whole  value;  and 
when  appealed  to  for  an  explanation  of  this  apparent  breach  of 
faith  remains  mute.  This  silence  can  only  be  construed  into  an 
admission  that  her  Majesty's  Government  is  unable  satisfactorily  to 
explain,  while  it  is  unwilling  to  abandon  the  indefensible  position 
which  it  has  assumed.     This  Government  is  the  better  justified  in 
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reaching  this  conclusion  from  the  open  avowal  by  a  British  peer 
in  debate  in  Parliament  that  if  England  were  involved  in  war  the 
first  thing  she  would  do  would  be  to  retreat  from  the  protocol  of 
Paris. 

In  view  of  these  facts  the  President  desires  that  you  address  to 
Earl  Russell  a  formal  protest  on  the  part  of  this  Government  against 
the  pretension  of  the  British  cabinet  to  change  or  modify  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Confederacy  the  doctrine  in  relation  to  blockades 
to  which  the  faith  of  Great  Britain  is  by  this  Government  consid- 
ered to  be  pledged.  You  will  justify  this  protest  by  prefacing  it 
with  a  statement  of  the  views  just  presented,  and  you  will  accompany 
it  with  the  announcement  that  the  President  abstains  for  the  present 
from  taking  any  further  action  than  the  presentation  of  this  protest, 
accompanied  by  the  expression  of  a  regret  that  such  painful  im- 
pressions should  be  produced  on  his  mind  by  this  unexpected  result 
of  the  very  first  agreement  or  understanding  between  the  Confed- 
erate States  and  Great  Britain. 

On  the  second  point,  of  a  refusal  to  accord  you  a  personal  inter- 
view, the  President  can  not  persuade  himself  that  it  arose  from  per- 
sonal discourtesy,  but  believes  it  rather  to  be  attributable  to  appre- 
hension by  Earl  Russell  of  the  displeasure  of  the  United  States. 
You  may,  perhaps,  not  be  aware  that  on  a  former  occasion  when  a 
conference  took  place  between  Earl  Russell  and  your  predecessors, 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  near  the  Court  of  St.  James  as- 
sumed to  call  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to 
account  for  admitting  those  gentlemen  to  an  interview,  and  threat- 
ened that  a  protraction  of  relations  with  them  would  be  viewed  by 
the  United  States  as  "  hostile  in  spirit  and  require  some  correspond- 
ing action  accordingly ;"  that  Earl  Russell  yielded  to  this  assumption 
and  made  deferential  explanation  of  his  reception  of  our  Commis- 
sioners, closing  by  saying  "  that  he  had  no  expectation  of 'seeing  them 
any  more."  The  whole  statement  as  contained  in  Mr.  Adams'  pub- 
lished dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward  of  14th  June,  1861,  will  satisfy  you 
that  Earl  Russell  does  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  converse  with  you 
without  incurring  the  displeasure  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  This  explanation  of  the  refusal  to  receive  your  visit,  how- 
ever, does  not  preclude  the  necessity  of  determining  the  propriety  of 
your  remaining  in  London,  although  it  relieves  the  refusal  of  any 
feature  either  of  personal  discourtesy  or  intentional  offense  to  this 
Government.  This  question  will  be  better  considered  after  a  review 
of  the  next  topic,  which  is  the  answer  made  by  Earl  Russell  to  your 
demand  for  recognition. 

The  proprieties  of  official  intercourse  render  it  embarrassing  to 
qualify  m  appropriate  language  the  affirmations  of  Mr.  Seward 
which  her  Majesty's  Government  has  deemed  proper  to  oppose  to 
your  statement  of  historical  facts.  If  you  had  stated  those  facts  as 
matters  of  personal  knowledge,  there  would  no  doubt  have  been  just 
ground  for  deeming  it  far  from  complimentary  to  yourself  to  have 
an  affirmation  proceeding  from  Mr.  Seward  presented  as  an  offset  to 
yours.  But  your  statement  of  facts  was  a  mere  presentation  of  what 
has  now  become  history— what  was  as  well  known  to  the  British  cabi- 
net as  to  yourself,  and  susceptible  of  verification  by  all  mankind 
Ihe  quotation  therefore  by  the  foreign  office  of  an  extract  from  Mr 
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Seward's  letter  containing  untruthful  allegations  is  to  be  taken  rather 
as  indicating  the  absence  of  any  well-founded  reason  for  withhold- 
ing compliance  with  our  just  demand  for  recognition  than  personal 
discourtesy  to  yourself. 

But  the  spirit  of  the  whole  correspondence  between  yourself  and 
Earl  Russell,  his  refusal  to  reply  to  your  request  for  explanation  on 
the  subject  of  the  blockade,  his  declining  to  grant  you  an  interview, 
his  introducing  into  his  answer  to  your  demand  for  recognition  Mr. 
Seward's  affirmation,  both  unfounded  and  offensive  to  this  Govern- 
ment, all  combine  to  force  on  the  President  the  conviction  that  there 
exists  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  British  ministry  unfriendly  to 
this  Government.  This  would  be  conclusive  in  determining  him  to 
direct  your  withdrawal  from  your  mission  but  for  other  considera- 
tions which  have  brought  him  to  a  different  conclusion.  The  chief 
of  these  is  the  conviction  entertained  that  on  this  subject  the  British 
cabinet  is  not  a  fair  exponent  of  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the 
British  nation.  Not  only  from  your  own  dispatches  but  from  the 
British  press  and  from  other  numerous  sources  of  information  all 
tending  to  the  same  result  we  can  not  resist  the  conclusion  that  the 
public  opinion  of  England,  in  accordance  with  that  of  almost  all 
Europe,  approaches  unanimity  in  according  our  right  to  recognition 
as  an  independent  nation.  It  is  true  that  in  official  intercourse  we 
can  not  look  to  any  other  tha'n  the  British  cabinet  as  the  organ  of 
the  British  nation,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  in  a  Government  so 
dependent  for  continued  existence  on  its  conformity  with  public 
opinion  no  ministry  whose  course  of  policy  is  in  conflict  with  that 
opinion  can  long  retain  office.  It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  there 
must  very  soon  occur  such  a  change  of  policy  in  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James  as  will  relieve  all  embarrassments  in  your  position  arising 
from  the  unfriendly  feelings  toward  us,  and  the  dread  of  displeasing 
the  United  States,  which  have  hitherto  been  exhibited  by  Earl 
Russell. 

In  such  event  it  would  be  of  primary  importance  that  you  should 
be  on  the  spot  to  render  your  services  available  to  your  country 
without  hazard  of  delay ;  and  in  the  meantime  you  are  aware  of  the 
contingencies  which  are  now  constantly  occurring  that  render  your 
presence  in  London  valuable  in  effecting  arrangements  that  could  not 
otherwise  be  accomplished  by  the  agents  of  the  differing  departments 
now  in  Great  Britain. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  by  the  President  deemed  proper  that 
you  continue  to  occupy  your  present  post  until  further  instructions, 
but  that  you  confine  yourself  to  the  simple  presentation  of  the  pro- 
test on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  above  referred  to;  that  you 
present  this  protest  in  terms  that  shall  not  seem  to  imply  any  ex- 
pectation of  an  answer;  and  that  you  refrain  from  any  further  com- 
munication with  Earl  Russell  until  he  shall  himself  invite  corre- 
spondence, unless  some  important  change  in  the  conduct  and  policy 
of  the  British  cabinet  shall  occur  rendering  action  on  your  part 
indispensable.  The  President  has  further  under  consideration  the 
propriety  of  sending  out  of  the  country  all  British  consuls  and  con- 
sular agents,  and  I  will  give  you  early  advice  of  his  conclusion  on 
this  point. 
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If  the  change  anticipated  in  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  shall  have 
occurred  prior  to  your  reception  of  this  dispatch  and  the  condition 
of  affairs  shall  be  such  as,  in  your  judgment,  to  render  it  unadvisable 
to  present  the  protest  above  referred  to,  you  are  at  liberty  to  postpone. 
its  delivery  until  the  further  instructions  of  the  President  can  be 
communicated  to  you. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 


No.  30.] 

25  Rtje  RoTALE,  Brussels,  November  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  Almost  the  first  newspaper  intelligence  which  caught  my  eye 
after  my  return  to  this  metropolis  was  the  following,  which  had  just 
been  telegraphed  from  Turin: 

The  .state  of  Garibaldi's  health  has  improved,  but  amputation  is  now  con- 
sidered indispensable,  and  it  can  not  be  performed  without  endangering  his 
lift-.  The  General,  they  say,  has  authorized  Colonel  Cattabene,  one  of  his  lieu- 
tenants, to  proceed  to  the  United  States  with  2,000  volunteers. 

It  is  presumable,  from  all  that  I  can  "learn,  that  the  Government  of 
Victor  Emmanuel  connives  at  this  procedure  if  it  even  does  not 
openly  sanction  it. 

I  exceedingly  regret  that  I  am  not  at  this  moment  empowered  to 
proceed  to  Italy  to  endeavor  to  arrest  this  movement. 

The  attempt  of  the  cabinet  of  Turin  to  execute  so  flagrant  a  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  neutrality  should  be  remonstrated  against  in 
the  most  resolute  manner  by  the  President,  and  if  such  remonstrance 
failed,  it  should  be  resisted  by  other  means. 

My  own  opinion  is  that  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  in  view  of 
the  end  aimed  at  by  the  Garibaldians,  would  justify  the  summary 
execution  of  every  foreign  mercenary  whom  we  may  capture  from 
the  ranks  of  our  enemy.  At  any  rate  the  least  mercy  that  ought  to 
be  extended  to  such  would  be  solitary  confinement  at  hard  labor  for 
life. 

These  Red  Republicans  of  Europe,  with  Garibaldi  as  their  cham- 
pion, are  just  as  hostile  to  us  as  have  ever  been  the  Black  Republicans 
of  the  North  with  Seward  as  their  champion.  Large  as  is  their  num- 
ber in  Italy,  France,  and  Germany,  they  have  never  yet  furnished  a 
solitary  statesman.  Garibaldi  himself  is  quite  as  destitute  of  prac- 
tical common  sense  as  was  Louis  Blanc  when  he  proclaimed  the 
"  droit  an  travail  "  in  February,  1848. 

In  one  or  more  of  my  dispatches,  of  last  summer,  I  manifested  my 
solicitude  in  the  interests  of  our  country  to  have  Italy,  Switzerland, 
and  Holland  embraced  within  the  pale  of  my  commission — thinking 
it  not  improbable  that  important  eventualities  affecting  us  in  one 
way  or  another — might  occur  in  the  two  former  of  those  countries. 
I  also  brought  the  subject,  semiofficially,  to  the  consideration  of  your 
immediate  predecessor,  but  none  of  my  communications  referring  to 
it  may  have  been  received  at  the  Department. 

A  new  source  of  anxiety  to  European  rulers  has  just  manifested 
itself  and  in  a  quarter  where  it  was  least  expected.    King  Otho  has 
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been  deprived  by  the  Greeks  of  his  crown,  and  his  restoration  will 
not  be  espoused  by  any  one  of  the  three  protecting  powers.  To  agree 
upon  his  successor  will  be  extremely  difficult,  for  the  interests  of  those 
powers  conflict  with  each  other.  There  is  a  bare  possibility  that 
Russia  and  France  may  unite  upon  the  Duke  of  Leuehtenberg.  Great 
Britain  would  probably  prefer  the  Count  de  Flandre. 

A  dreary  winter  for  Europe  is  approaching.  The  stock  of  com- 
bustible material  which  may  involve  her  in  devastating  revolution  is 
evidently  increasing  with  frightful  celerity.  The  distress  in  the 
cotton  manufacturing  districts  contributes  largely  to  its  accumula- 
tion. Spain  is  almost  the  only  country  in  this  hemisphere  which  is 
free  from  inordinate  care. 

As  I  interpret  the  last  accounts  from  New  York,  which  extend  to 
the  21st  ultimo,  inclusive,  there  is  encouragement  for  the  belief  that 
the  North  will  be  unable  to  prosecute  hostilities  against  us  much 
longer.  If  there  were  no  other  influences  operating  for  the  attain- 
ment of  such  a  result,  the  sinking  condition  of  her  finances  can 
scarcely  fail  to  prove  ample.  But,  perhaps,  a  still  more  favorable 
indication  is  to  be  found  in  the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  old  Demo- 
cratic Party  in  the  recent  elections.  In  the  main,  since  we  declared 
our  independence,  I  have  considered  that  party  craven-spirited,  bow- 
ing as  submissively  to  the  enormities  of  the  Lincoln  concern  as  the 
o.\  to  his  yoke.  I  rejoice  in  the  manifestation  of  any  redeeming  vir- 
tues which  it  may  possess,  and  shall  impatiently  await  intelligence  of 
the  strength  which  it  shall  display  in  the  New  York  gubernatorial 
election,  for  without  the  support  of  that  State,  the  abolition  Cabinet 
of  Washington  will  not  have  so  much  as  a  broken  reed  upon  which 
to  lean. 

1  start  to  Paris  and  London  to-morrow  or  next  day.  From  the 
latter  metropolis  I  expect  to  have  occasion  to  address  you  my  No.  31. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  31.] 

25  Ette  Royale,  Brussels,  November  8,  1802. 

Sn::  Herewith  I  inclose  extracts  from  a  letter  which  I  this  day 
received  from  a  faithful  friend  and  an  attentive  correspondent  dated 
Chinandega,  Nicaragua,  September  30,  1862.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  that  country  for  the  last  two  years  and  a  half,  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  its  affairs,  and  is  in  excellent  relations  with  its 
Government.  I  may  remark  that  he  has  ever  been  devotedly  attached 
to  the  cause  of  the  South.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  important  intel- 
ligence which  he  communicates  will  be  highly  interesting  to  you, 
ifnot  indeed  peculiarly  serviceable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  Dudley  Mann, 

Hon.  -J.  P.  Benjamin, 

•Secretary  of  State  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va. 
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[Enclosure.] 

You  can  not  imagine  what  happiness  the  receipt  of  your  kind 
letter  of  August  15  gave  us  this  morning.  It  actually  gives  me  new 
life.  It  brings  "  glad  tidings "  regarding  the  South  and  its  most 
righteous  cause. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  do  a  great  deal  for  the  Confederate  States, 
but  I  pride  myself  in  having  done  something.  When  the  war  broke 
out  the  sympathies  of  the  people  of  this  country  were  almost  entirely 
with  the  North,  but  now  it  is  the  reverse.  When  the  project  of  colo- 
nizing Central  America  with  the  negroes  and  emancipated  slaves 
began  to  develop  itself  in  the  Northern  States  I  commenced  address- 
ing this  Government  a  series  of  letters  on  the  subject,  exposing  the 
schemes  of  Lincoln  and  of  many  leading  politicians  of  the  Black 
Republican  Party  to  overrun  this  country  with  the  "miserable  and 
degraded  beings"  whom  they  would  not  permit  to  reside  among 
themselves,  showing  it  at  the  same  time  the  fatal  consequences  of 
permitting  them  to  be  colonized  under  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  this  beautiful  and  fruitful  section  of 
the  world.  My  letters  had  their  effect,  and  President  Martinez  con- 
sidered one  of  them  of  so  much  importance  that  he  requested  permis- 
sion to  publish  it,  so  that  it  might  be  read  by  the  people,  and  at  the 
same  time  enable  him  to  communicate  copies  of  it  to  the  other  Central 
American  States.  Since  the  appearance  of  that  letter,  which  I  en- 
close to  you,  I  have  kept  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  fully  advised 
of  everything  transpiring  in  the  United  States  regarding  coloniza- 
tion, and  the  result  is  that  a  decree  has  just  been  issued  here  prohibit- 
ing free  negroes  and  other  people  of  a  degraded  caste  from  coming 
into  the  country.  Lincoln's  recent  speech  to  the  delegation  of  free 
negroes  at  Washington  is  regarded  by  this  Government  as  an  insult, 
and  it  has  sent  such  a  sharp  note  to  the  United  States  minister  here 
on  the  subject  that  he  felt  it  necessary  to  send  the  same  to  Washing- 
ton by  a  special  bearer  of  dispatches.  In  that  speech  you  will  recol- 
lect Lincoln  tells  that  delegation  of  free  negroes  that  he  is  prepared 
to  colonize  the  free  negroes  of  the  United  States  in  Central  America, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes;  that  he  intends 
to  make  them  not  only  the  "  equals  "  of  the  people  of  this  country 
but  the  "  equals  of  the  best "  of  them.  This  speech  has  changed  the 
sympathies  of  those  who  were  not  with  the  South  before  in  favor 
of  the  South  now.  When  I  first  wrote  to  this  Government  regarding 
the  schemes  of  colonizing  this  country  with  the  free  negro  population 
of  the  United  States  I  could  hardly  get  them  to  believe  there  was  any 
real  foundation  for  what  I  stated;  the  Government  could  not  for  a 
moment  think  that  Lincoln  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  attempt  to  carry  out  such  a  policy.  In  a  letter  which  I  re- 
ceived from  President  Martinez  a  few  days  ago  he  informs  me  that 
he  has  conferred  with  all  of  the  Central  American  Governments,  and 
that  they  are  united  in  their  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  free 
negroes. 

No.  19.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  November  4, 1862. 
Sir:  In  my  No.  16  of  the  18th  of  September  last  I  advised  you  of 
my  opinion  that  money  might  be  commanded  here  by  the  Confed- 
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erate  States  Government,  and  in  large  amounts,  upon  obligations  for 
the  delivery  of  cotton.  I  revert  to  that  subject  now,  and  more  at 
large. 

In  order  to  obtain  as  full  and  satisfactory  information  as  could  be 
had  prospectively  on  this  subject  I  sought  an  interview  with  Mr. 
W.  S.  Lindsay,  who  is  the  founder  and  principal  in  the  house  of 
W.  S.  Lindsay  &  Co.,  of  London.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  are 
acquainted  with  the  reputation  of  the  house,  but  he  is  known  as  the 
largest  shipowner  in  England,  of  the  most  extended  commercial  con- 
nection, and  is  trusted  and  consulted  in  commercial  matters,  as  well 
by  his  own  Government  as  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  an  origi- 
nal and  steady  friend  of  the  Southern  States,  and  has  been,  for 
many  years  a  member  of  Parliament.  Through  his  house,  as  stated 
in  my  No.  16,  bonds  for  the  delivery  of  cotton  were  negotiated  to  the 
amount  of  60,000  pounds  sterling,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lindsay  brought  to  me  afterwards  a  Mr.  Thomas  Huggins,  a 
stockbroker  of  the  city,  as  one  best  acquainted  with  moneyed  affairs 
here,  and  I  enclose  you  herewith  a  memorandum  furnished  by  him, 
embodying  his  views  on  the  subject,  together  with  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lindsay,  referring  to  it  as  paper  A.  You  will  see  that  Mr.  Huggins 
contemplates  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  this  mode  of  finance,  to 
be  recited  in  the  bond.  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  make  them  more 
acceptable  in  the  market.  The  main  thing,  however,  is  the  principle 
of  raising  money  in  this  mode;  and  the  price  at  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  properly  enter  into  it  as  the  seller  of  cotton  for  future  de- 
livery. In  view  of  what  we  learn  is  the  present  price  of  cotton,  4 
pence  sterling  per  pound,  equal  to  8  cents  in  coin  of  our  money,  is 
certainly  low,  but  Mr.  Huggins,  I  think,  wisely  suggests  that  the  price 
in  after  issues  would  be  adjusted  (having  in  view  the  elements  of 
market  value  and  exchange)  by  the  appreciation  of  the  bonds  after 
they  came  into  market.  Thus  that  the  first  issue  of  bonds  should  be 
for  comparatively  a  small  amount;  say,  100,000  pounds  sterling;  or, 
if  desired,  double  that  sum.  He  does  not  doubt  that  this  amount 
could  be  readily  "  placed  "  (as  they  term  it)  at  4  pence  per  pound, 
They  would  go  into  the  hands  of  large  holders,  yho  would  expect  to 
part  with  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  them  at  a  profit.  He  thinks  this 
form  of  investment  would  present  an  inviting  speculation,  and  that 
the  bonds  so  issued  would  rapidly  appreciate,  and  thus  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  the  advantage  of  whatever  premium  they  might 
attain  in  its  subsequent  issues.  He  does  not  think  that  increasing  the 
price  of  the  cotton  in  such  subsequent  issues  would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce as  large  avails  as  by  retaining  the  original  price  and  looking 
to  the  appreciation  of  the  bonds.  This,  however,  could  be  best  ad- 
justed on  experience.  The  state  of  exchange  and  fluctuating  price 
of  cotton  so  materially  affect  a  scheme  of  this  kind  (elements  better 
known  to  you  and  to  me)  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  express  an  opinion 
on  the  advantages  of  such  loan;  but  it  is  very  certain  that  in  the 
firm  proposed  money  can  be  had  at  once.  Indeed,  Mr.  Lindsay  told 
me  I  might  say  to  the  Government  that,  apart  from  other  probable 
demand,  he  would  undertake,  through  himself  and  connections,  to 
furnish  from  a  quarter  to  a  half  million  of  pounds  sterling. 
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I  send  with  this  the  form  of  the  bond  issued  by  Captain  Sinclair, 
and  endorsed  by  me.  which  will  give  you  the  outline  of  the  proposed 
transaction. 

I  send  also  with  this  dispatch  Mr.  Slidell's  No.  18,  which  he  for- 
warded to  me  for  transmission,  accompanied  by  a  proposal  from  the 
banking  house  of  MM.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.,  of  Paris,  for  a  loan 
to  the  Government  of  5,000,000  pounds  sterling,  accompanied  by 
sundry  printed  papers  from  that  house,  together  with  a  letter  from 
them  to  Mr.  Slidell,  dated  the  28th  of  October,  referring  to  the 
subject. 

I  have  no  information  about  this  house  except  such  as  is  furnished 
by  Mr.  Slidell  and  which  I  in  no  manner  doubt. 

The  proposals,  as  you  will  see,  import  an  agreement  to  which  I 
am  made  party,  for  submitting  them  to  the  Government,  vouching 
for  the  character  of  the  house  (in  art.  20)  and  advising  that  a 
person  should  be  appointed  in  Europe  "to  sign  a  definitive  con- 
tract, etc."  Lest  my  act  should  be  misinterpreted  at  home,  I  did  not 
feel  disposed  to  sign  the  papers.  Mr.  Slidell,  having  access  to  in- 
formation in  Paris  which  I  had  not,  might  well  agree  to  submit  the 
plan  for  consideration  when  I,  in  the  absence  of  such  information, 
perhaps  ought  not.  Do  not  understand,  therefore,  that  the  absence 
of  my  name  from  the  paper  imports  anything  more  than  the  want 
of  proper  information.  I  thought  it  possible,  too,  in  presenting 
projects  both  from  London  and  Paris  on  this  subject,  my  formal 
signature  of  the  Paris  proposals  might  seem  (unexplained)  to  give 
it  countenance  over  those  from  here.  It  certainly  seems  to  me  that 
the  London  plan  offers  the  best  scheme  of  finances,  and  it  can  be 
adopted  progressively  or  discontinued  if  found  unadvisable.  What 
incidental  political  advantages  might  attend  the  Paris  plan  Mr. 
Slidell  is  far  more  competent  to  determine  than  I  can  be.  I  can 
only  add  that  should  the  Government  be  disposed  to  commit  any- 
thing to  me  on  this  subject  I  shall  execute  its  orders  under  the  guidance 
of  the  best  counsels  I  can  obtain  here. 

Mr.  Lindsay's  letter  enclosed  refers  also  and  at  some  length  to  a 
plan  of  direct  intercourse  by  steam  between  Europe  and  the  Con- 
federate States,  at  the  ports  of  Norfolk  and  New  Orleans,  by  the 
French  "  Compagnie  Generate  Transatlantique,"  of  which  he  sends 
with  his  letter  their  organization  as  printed.  These  proposals,  I 
need  not  say,  are  worthy  the  mature  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  capital  is  large,  in  able  hands,  and  under  the  most  re- 
sponsible directory,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  has  the  potent  aid  and 
patronage  of  the  French  Emperor. 

The  plan  of  the  company  was  to  run  the  line  between  France  and 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Lindsay,  I  know,  is  intimate  in  the  commer- 
cial counsels  of  the  French  Emperor,  who  relies  much  on  his  judg- 
ment and  experience;  and  I  know  that  the  latter  occasionally  sends 
for  him  to  consult  with  him  on  matters  pertaining  to  French  com- 
merce. He  has,  moreover,  had  a  large  agency  in  establishing  and 
regulating  the  commercial  relations  and  intercourse  between  the  two 
Governments.  You  will  remark  by  the  extract  from  his  letter  to 
the  manager  of  the  French  company  that  he  points  very  strongly 
to  the  reasons  why  the  proposed  intercourse  with  America  should 
be  changed  from  North  to  South ;  and  he  says  in  his  letter  to  me 
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(enclosed  herewith)  that  on  these  conditions  he  will  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  directory,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  will  go  in  person  to 
the  South,  and  if  acceptable  to  our  Government  will  there  arrange 
the  terms,  etc.  He  thinks,  as  doubtless  you  will,  that  it  is  of  the 
greatest  moment  all  things  should  be  in  readiness  to  begin  this 
communication  immediately  on  the  close  of  the  war  or  the  opening 
of  our  ports,  and  I  know  enough  of  him  and  of  his  influence,  both 
here  and  on  the  Continent,  to  be  assured  that  the  affair  could  not  be 
in  more  friendly,  able,  or  judicious  hands. 

The  business  affairs  of  the  house  of  Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Co.  are  now 
chiefly  managed  by  the  other  members  of  the  firm.  Mr.  L.  himself 
devotes  a  great  deal  of  time  to  matters  of  more  general  and  public 
interest  connected  with  commerce  and  which  he  is  well  able  to  do, 
being  of  large  and  independent  fortune. 

1  have  had  several  plans  laid  before  me  by  merchants  and  others 
here,  all  eager  to  grasp  the  first  fruits  of  direct  trade  with  the  South ; 
but  they  come  altogether  from  private  individuals  who  will  have  to 
look  up  the  capital  to  begin  with  and  must  rely  mainly  for  success 
on  aid  expected  from  the  Confederate  States  Government;  over  all 
which  the  French  company  certainly  has  overshadowing  advantages. 

Should  the  Government  not  be  prepared  now  to  enter  into  details, 
a  letter  to  be  shown  to  Mr.  Lindsay  and,  through  him,  to  the  French 
company,  giving  reason  to  believe  that  proposals  such  as  he  indi- 
cates would  be  accepted,  I  presume  would  enable  him  to  organize  in 
advance,  and  I  think  there  should  also  be  added  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  well  pleased  to  see  and  confer  with  Mr.  L.  on  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure.] 

8  Austin  Friars,  London, 

November  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  (A)  the  views  of  our  stockbroker  in  regard 
to  the  issue  of  cotton  bonds  on  the  stock  exchange,  should  such  be 
necessary.  While  I  agree  with  him  that  the  issue  of  these  bonds  to 
whatever  extent  money  may  be  required  by  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment is  more  advisable  and  likely  to  prove  more  economical  than 
raising  a  loan,  and  while  I  think  that  4d.  per  pound  is,  under  the 
circumstances,  a  fair  measure  of  the  value  of  the  cotton,  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  whereby  your  Government  (should  they  ap- 
prove of  the  plan)  may  obtain  a  higher  price  than  4d.  if  the  demand 
is  greater  than  we  at  present  anticipate. 

I  further  enclose  (B)  the  form  of  bond  issued  some  time  since  by 
my  firm  under  your  authority  for  £60,000,  and  I  doubt  not  that  we 
(should  our  services  be  acceptable)  will,  through  our  connection,  be 
able  to  raise  on  the  most  favorable  terms  whatever  amount  of  money 
your  Government  may  require  for  the  purchase  of  ships  or  other 
stores  in  this  country.  As,  I  believe,  my  firm  were  the  first  to  issue 
176429°— 22— vol  3 38 
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and  to  induce  capitalists  to  accept  these  bonds  as  cash,  I  hope  your 
Government  may  be  pleased  to  leave  the  business  in  our  hands, 
should  they  decide  upon  further  issues. 

There  is  another  matter,  only  second  in  importance  to  the  above, 
to  which  I  have  for  some  time  directed  my  attention.  I  have  already 
named  it  to  you,  and  the  subject  is  one  with  which  I  ought  to  be 
familiar.  I  mean  the  necessity  of  having,  immediately  the  war  is 
brought  to  a  close,  direct  steam  communication  between  the  Southern 
States  and  Europe.  You  and  your  Government,  I  doubt  not,  will 
have  many  proposals  under  this  head,  but  they  will  all  involve  either 
a  heavy  outlay  of  capital  or  a  large  annual  subsidy.  For  the  first 
few  years  of  your  existence  as  a  nation  I  dare  say  you  will  require 
to  study  the  most  rigid  economy  consistent  with  efficiency,  and  the 
minister  in  whose  hands  the  commercial  affairs  of  your  country  are 
placed  may  have  to  exercise  a  good  deal  of  resolution  to  decline  even 
to  entertain  the  great  majority  of  the  thousand  and  one  schemes 
which  will  be  submitted  for  his  approval  and  support.  If  I  may  be 
allowed  without  presumption  to  say  so,  I  think  that  in  all  under- 
takings involving  great  outlay  of  capital  his  policy  should  be,  till 
your  commercial  relations  are  fully  organized,  to  get  his  work  done 
as  far  as  practicable  by  means  of  the  capitalists  of  other  nations.  I 
had  that  object  in  view  in  the  matter  I  named  to  you  on  my  return 
from  Paris  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  now  bring  it  formally  under  your 
notice. 

The  enclosed  prospectus  (C)  will  furnish  you  with  the  particulars 
of  the  Transatlantic  Steam  Navigation  Company.  It  is  a  vast  un- 
dertaking. The  high  standing  of  the  persons  constituting  the  direc- 
tion ;  the  enormous  grants  and  subsidies  it  receives  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  and  the  fact  that  its  shares,  which  only  two  months 
ago  my  firm,  as  agents  for  the  company,  brought  out  at  5i25s,  are 
now  selling  at  G40s.,  all  tend  to  prove  .that  any  work  it  undertakes 
will,  or  ought  to  be  carried  out  efficiently  and  successfully.  My 
aim  is  to  direct  the  operations  of  this  company  from  the  Northern 
to  the  Southern  States,  and  make  its  main  line  of  steamers  (which 
will  consist  of  vessels  in  all  respects  equal  to,  if  not  superior,  in 
power  and  speed  to  the  best  of  the  Cunard  boats)  run  from  Havre 
to  Norfolk,  or  some  contiguous  port.  With  that  object  in  view  I 
brought  this  subject  under  the  notice  of  the  members  of  the  council 
when  last  in  Paris;  and  herewith  find  extract  from  a  letter  (D)  I 
addressed  to  them  since  my  return  from  Paris  a  few  days  ago.  I 
have  been  invited  to  become  a  member  of  the  council  and  take  a 
somewhat  active  part  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs,  and  though,  as 
a  rule,  I  avoid  all  directions,  I  have  given  them  to  understand  that 
if  the  views  I  have  expressed  are  entertained  I  shall  accept  their 
invitation.  A  line  of  such  steamers  started  between  Havre  and 
Norfolk  immediately  your  ports  were  opened  would  command  the 
bulk  of  the  trade  of  the  South  and  of  the  West.  It  would  also  take 
away  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  trade  of  the  North  for  the 
politicians,  I  can  not  call  them  statesmen,  who  unfortunately  rule 
the  destinies  of  the  Northern  people,  are  either  so  ignorant  or  so  in- 
fatuated that  they  will  maintain  for  sometime  at  least  their  hi<di 
tariff,  and  consequently,  in  spite  of  all  their  customhouse  regula- 
tions, a  large  portion  of  the  Northern  trade  will  find  its  way  through 
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the  free  ports  of  the  South,  if  facilities  are  afforded  for  regular  and 
rapid  communication  with  Europe. 

If  my  words  are  likely  to  have  any  weight  with  the  Government 
of  your  country,  pray  urge  them  to  be  ready  to  adopt  with  the  utmost 
promptitude  when  the  time  arrives  every  prudent  means  in  their 
power  to  divert  the  trade  of  the  West  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  that 
of  the  North  also,  through  the  ports  of  the  South ;  and  if  you  once 
get  hold  of  the  trade  it  will  not  go  to  the  North  again.  The  Trans- 
atlantic Company  may  be  made  a  powerful  instrument  to  effect  that 
object,  and  at  comparatively  small  expense  to  your  Government,  for 
as  it  receives  a  very  large  subsidy  from  the  French  Government  it  can 
afford  (till  you  desire  to  subsidize  a  line  of  your  own)  to  carry 
your  mails  for  a  very  moderate  sum. 

I  have  also  proposed  to  the  company  that  they  should  run  another 
line  of  steamers,  built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  between  St.  Nazaire, 
the  port  of  Nantes,  and  New  Orleans,  touching  at  Havana.  This 
proposal  has  met  the  approval  of  the  council,  and  I  hope  my  sug- 
gestions in  regard  to  the  main  line  may  also  be  approved  of. 

If  so,  and  should  your  Government  be  ready  to  cooperate,  I  shall 
visit  the  South  immediately  the  ports  are  opened  and  complete  the 
arrangements.  The  visit  would  be  one  of  pleasure  to  me,  and  per- 
haps my  experience  might  be  of  some  value  to  your  Government  in 
the  arrangement  of  their  commercial  treaties,  or  in  other  matters 
with  which  I  am  familiar.  If  your  Government  thought  so  my  serv- 
ices would  willingly  be  placed  at  their  disposal  for  a  few  months, 
for  I  daresay  you  know  how  deep  and  earnest  from  the  first  have 
been  my  sympathies  with  your  oppressed  people. 

I  am,  sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Lindsay. 
Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

London. 

[Enclosure] 

[Memorandum  referring  to  a  conversation  at  an  interview  between  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 
W.  S.  Lindsay,  and  Thomas  Huggins  on  the  31st  October,  1862,  the  subject  being  certain 
monetary  arrangements  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  Government  of  America.] 

That  the  present  state  of  affairs  do  not  admit  of  the  ordinary 
mode  of  raising  money  on  loan,  and  consequently  cotton  must  be 
looked  to  as  the  representative  of  security.  Assuming  this  to  be 
admitted,  I  would  suggest  that  the  legislature  pass  a  law  authorizing 

the  issue  of  sterling  bonds  for,  say,  £ ,  represented  by  

bales  of  cotton  (middling  New  Orleans)  of,  say,  480  pounds  each, 
and  which  bond  shall  entitle  the  holder  to  demand  so  many  bales  of 
cotton  at  one  of  the  named  ports  (in  the  margin)  either  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  or  within  twelve  months  after.  Failing  a 
demand  for  the  cotton  within  the  prescribed  time,  the  bonds  to  be 
considered  as  sterling  bonds  and,  on  demand,  coupons  to  be  given, 

payable  at  the  seat  of  government  at  the  rate  of .     I  find  the 

price  of  the  before-described  cotton  the  year  preceding  the  war  in 
America  was  (5%  [per]  pound  and  the  average  price  for  the  seven 
years  preceding,  say,  from  1854  to  I860,  one-sixteenth  higher.  I 
would  therefore  suggest  that  the  first  issue  of  bonds  shall  fix  the 
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price  of  cotton  at,  say  4d.  per  pound,  and  I  advisedly  name  this,  as 
the  result  of  my  inquiries  show  that  we  can  place  bonds  at  that  price. 
My  opinion  is  strongly  in  favor  of  limiting  the  first  issue  to  a  mod- 
erate amount,  feeling  convinced  that  so  soon  as  known  they  will 
command  a  premium,  and  the  Government  in  their  future  opera- 
tions would  enjoy  the  prestige  and  benefit  of  such  increased  price. 
I  think  it  unnecessarj'  here  to  recapitulate  arguments  in  support  of 
this  view,  and  I  will  therefore  only  say  that  I  look  upon  the  plan  as 
above  described  not  only  to  be  good  financially,  but  politically  I  esti- 
mate far  higher. 

I  stated  the  class,  or  rather  classes,  that  would  like  such  securities, 
and  believe  that  we  should  not  only  secure  their  support  in  England 
but  also  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

The  form  of  bond  I  woidd  suggest  somewhat  as  follows : 

Co.NVKDEKATK    GOVERNMENT    111."    AMERICA. 


By  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  entitled ,  passed 


vesting  authority   in   the   Finance   Minister  to   issue   bonds   to   the   extent   of 

£ ,  represented   by  bales  of  middling   Orleans   cotton,   estimated 

weight  per  bale  480  pounds,  we  hereby  undertake  to  deliver  to  the  bearer  on 

demand  bales  of  the  before-described  cotton  at  one  of  the  ports  named 

in  the  margin. 

Note. — Provided  such  cotton  should  not  be  demanded  within  twelve  months 
after  declaration  of  peace,  this  bond  to  be  considered  a  sterling  bond  and  the 
Government  engage  to  pay  interest  on  same  at  the  seat  of  Government  at  the 
rate  of  . 

1  Threadneedle  Street,  London. 


Confederate  States  ov  America, 
triplicate. 
Cotton  certificate.  Na  0250. 

This  is  to  certify,  that of the  proprietor  of  20 

bales  of  cotton  of  12,500  pounds  good  middlings  at  port  of  delivery,  at  8  cents 
per  pound,  which  shall  be  delivered  in   good   merchantable  condition   by   the 

Government   of  the  Confederate   States  of  America,    to   the   said or 

order,  at  any  ]x>rt  in  possession  of  the  Confederate  States  Government 

subject  only  to  the  charge  of  compressing,  putting  on  board  ship  and  existing 
Government  dues,  latter  not  exceeding  one-half  cent  per  pound. 

The  cotton  will  be  delivered  as  soon  as  demanded  bv  the  holder  of  this  certifi- 
cate, the  Government  receiving  thirty  days'  notice  as  to  the  port  at  which  it 
is  required,  but  it  must  be  demanded  within  three  months  after  the  declaration 
of  peace  between  the  present  belligerents  in  America. 

In   testimony  of  all   which,   I  hereby  subscribe   my   name  this day   of 

G.  T.  Sinclair. 
Oate(rTlliS  °bligati0"  is  t0  be  talcen  as  ratir,K  tlle  dollar  at  4s.  2d.  sterling. 
Witness. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  certificate  is  issued  under  competent  au- 
SS  s'STll^c?^™  ^  *  "**  by  thC  ^ernme^f  tZ 

Dated J-  M-  Mas°n. 

London, 1__,  18&-. 
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[Extract  from  letter  of  Mr.  W.  S.   Lindsay  to  Monsieur  Ooyctche,  manaser  of  the  Com- 
imgnie  Generate  Transatlantique,   I'aris,  dated  "JO  October,   1862.] 

Turning  now  to  the  future  prospects  of  the  company  and  the  best 
mode  of  working  it,  I  may  state  I  had  yesterday  a  long  conversation 
with  Mr.  Mason,  the  representative  of  the  Southern  States  of  America 
in  this  country,  on  the  subject  I  named  to  you.  The  result  confirms 
the  opinion  I  expressed.  I  think  the  main  line  of  the  company  ought 
to  bje  from  Havre  to  Norfolk  and  not  New  York.  My  reasons  for 
holding  this  opinion  are  as  follows: 

First,  it  is  clear  that  the  Southern  States  will  be  an  independent 
nation,  and  it  is  on  the  assumption  they  will  be  recognized  as  such, 
and  that  the  war  is  brought  to  a  close  before  the  company  is  ready 
to  commence  the  line,  that  I  recommend  Norfolk  in  preference  to 
New  York.  Secondly,  Norfolk,  which,  when  separation  takes  place, 
must  necessarily  belong  to  the  South,  is  one  of  the  finest  harbors  in 
Amercia.  It  is  by  means  of  the  railways  in  direct  communication 
with  all  the  Southern,  Western,  and  Northern  States. 

Thirdly,  the  interest  and  policy  of  the  South  will  be  for  free  trade 
with  Europe,  while  the  policy  of  the  North  is  protection.  Conse- 
quently, the  great  bulk  of  the  commercial  operations  not  merely  with 
the  South  but  with  the  Western  States  will  be  through  some  port  in 
the  position  of  Norfolk. 

Fourthly,  the  high  protection  duties  levied  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment (by  means  you  can  easily  understand)  will  force  a  large 
portion  of  even  the  Northern  trade  through  the  most  convenient  free 
trade  ports  of  the  South. 

Fifthly,  the  separation  of  the  North  and  South  will  reduce  very 
considerably  the  commerce  hitherto  conducted  between  New  York 
and  Europe,  and  there  will  not  be  sufficient  trade  for  the  existing 
line  of  steamers  and  no  inducement  for  a  new  line. 

Sixthly,  to  Norfolk  your  company  would  be  first  in  the  field,  and 
considering  the  superior  description  of  boats  you  have  under  con- 
struction, they  would  command  almost  an  entire  monoply  of  the 
trade. 

Seventh,  I  think  arrangements  could  be  made  whereby  your  com- 
pany would  obtain  the  support  of  the  Southern  Government,  and 
perhaps  a  subsidy  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails. 

I  would  make  this  the  main  line  separate  and  distinct  from  any 
other,  and  independent  altogether  of  the  line  to  New  Orleans  calling 
at  Savannah. 

Would  you  be  so  kind  as  [to]  bring  this  letter  under  the  notice  of 
M.  E.  Perure  and  the  members  of  the  council. 


24  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square, 

London,  November  ^,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  contents  of  this  note  I  have  thought  had  better  be 
unofficial,  and  thus  not  to  go  on  the  files  of  the  Department,  unless 
you  should  think  otherwise ;  and  yet  the  matter  it  seems  to  me,  should 
at  once  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  President,  that  we 
may  be  ready  when  the  time  arrives. 

I  have  the  strongest  reason  to  believe  when,  after  recognition,  we 
shall  come  to  the  negotiation  of  the  ordinary  treaty  of  "Unity  and 
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commerce,"  this  Government  will  require  as  a  sine  qua  non  the  intro-* 
duction  of  a  clause  stipulating  against  the  African  slave  trade.  Al- 
though I  well  know  the  pertinacity  of  England  on  that  subject,  yet  I 
had  supposed  that  the  voluntary  act  of  the  Confederate  States  Gov- 
ernment, inhibiting  this  trade,  by  the  enactment  in  the  Constitution 
when  the  Government  was  first  established,  would  have  satisfied  Eng- 
land to  be  passive  at  least  in  her  future  intercourse  with  us;  I  have 
now  great  reason  to  apprehend  the  contrary. 

Some  few  days  since,  I  dined  with  Lord  Donoughmore,  who  was 
president  of  the  board  of  trade  during  the  late  Derby  administration, 
and  will  hold  the  same,  or  a  higher  office,  should  that  party  again 
come  into  power;  a  very  intelligent  gentleman,  and  a  warm  and 
earnest  friend  of  the  South.  In  the  course  of  conversation  after  din- 
ner the  subject  came  up  incidentally  whilst  we  were  alone,  and  he  said 
I  might  be  satisfied  that  Lord  Palmerston  would  not  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  us  unless  we  agreed  in  such  treaty  not  to  permit  the 
African  slave  trade.  I  expressed  my  surprise  at  it,  referring  to  the 
fact  that  we  had  voluntarily  admitted  that  prohibition  into  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Confederate  States,  thereby  taking  stronger  ground 
against  the  slave  trade  than  had  ever  been  taken  by  the  United 
States;  that  in  the  latter  it  was  only  prohibited  by  law,  while  in 
the  former  not  only  was  the  power  withheld  from  Congress,  but  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  Government  was  required  to  pass  such  laws 
as  would  effectually  prevent  it. 

He  said  that  was  all  well  understood,  but  that  such  was  the  senti- 
ment of  England  on  this  subject,  that  no  minister  could  hold  his  place 
for  a  day,  who  should  negotiate  a  treaty  with  any  power,  not  con- 
taining such  a  clause;  nor'could  any  House  of  Commons  be  found 
which  would  sustain  a  minister  thus  delinquent,  and  he  referred  to 
the  fact  (as  he  alleged  it  to  be)  that  in  every  existing  treaty  with 
England  that  prohibition  was  contained.  He  said,  further,  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  express  his  individual  opinions,  but  that  he  was 
equally  satisfied  should  the  Palmerston  ministry  go  out  and  thetories 
come  in,  such  would  likewise  be  their  necessarv  policy ;  and  he  added 
that  he  was  well  assured  that  England  and  France  "would  be  in  ac- 
cord on  that  subject. 

I  told  him  in  reply,  that  I  feared  this  would  form  a  formidable 
obstacle  if  persisted  in,  to  any  treaty ;  that  he  must  be  aware  that  on 
all  questions  affecting  African  servitude,  our  Government  was  natur- 
ally and  necessarily  sensitive,  when  presented  by  any  foreign  power. 
We  had  learned  from  abundant  experience  that  the  antishwery  senti- 
ment was  always  aggressive;  that  this  condition  of  society  was  one 
with  which,  in  our  opinion,  the  destinies  of  the  South  were"indissolu- 
bly  connected;  that  as  regarded  foreign  powers,  it  was  with  us  a 
question  purely  domestic,  with  which  our  safety  required  that  none 
such  should,  in  any  manner  interfere. ;  that,  of  course.  I  had  no  special 
instructions  on  the  subject,  but  I  tliought  T  knew  both  the  views  of 
our  Government  and  people;  and  that  (to  express  it  [in]  no  stronger 
terms)  it  would  be  a  most  unfortunate  thing  if  England  should  make 
such  a  stipulation  a  sine  qua  non  to  a  treaty.  I  said,  further,  that  I 
presumed  it  might  be  averted  by  recognizing  mutually  the  fact  that 
such  a  stipulation  was  not  properly  germane  to  a  treaty  purely  com- 
mercial, and  thus  to  be  laid  over  as  a  subject  for  future  negotiation  if 
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pressed.    He  still  maintained  as  his  belief  that  no  matter  who  might 
be  in  power,  it  would  be  insisted  on,  in  the  first  treaty  to  be  formed. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Seymour  Fitzgerald,  passing  through 
town,  came  to  see  me.  I  had  known  him  very  well,  and  during  the 
late  session  of  Parliament  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  him.  He  is  a  man 
of  ability  and  influence,  was  undersecretary  for  foreign  affairs  in 
the  Derby  administration,  and  will  take  the  place  of  Lord  Russell,  it 
is  supposed,  should  the  conservatives  again  come  into  power ;  and  he, 
too,  is  an  earnest  and  sincere  friend  to  our  cause. 

I  told  him  of  my  conversation  with  Lord  Donoughmore,  and  of 
my  surprise  at  the  opinion  he  entertained.  I  regret  to  say  that  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  coincided  fully  with  Lord  D.  in  these  opinions,  not  as  his 
own,  but  as  those  which  must  govern  any  ministry  in  England. 

We  shall,  therefore,  have  this  question  to  meet,  I  take  for  granted, 
at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  suggested. 

I  do  not  ask  for  any  definite  instructions  in  regard  to  it,  but  only 
bring  it  thus,  unofficially,  to  the  notice  of  the  President  and  yourself. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

[Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State.'] 


No.  10.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  November  5,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  9  I  made  no  mention  of  a  fact  connected 
with  the  question  of  the  blockade,  which  it  is  important  to  authen- 
ticate, if  possible. 

I  enclose  you  copy  of  a  memorandum  *  received  by  the  President 
some  time  ago,  from  a  source  said  to  be  authentic,  and  from  which  you 
will  perceive  that  the  British  cabinet  late  in  January  last  addressed 
the  different  powers  of  Europe  on  the  subject  of  the  "  stone  fleet " 
and  the  blockade,  and  received  unanimous  response  that  the  blockade 
was  ineffective.  It  is  very  desirable  to  ascertain  whether  such  corre- 
spondence as  it  set  forth  in  the  memorandum  really  took  place  and 
to  obtain,  if  possible,  copies  of  all  the  dispatches.  They  will  con- 
stitute in  our  favor  authentic  evidence  of  our  right  to  remonstrate 
against  the  policy  pursued  to  our  detriment  by  Great  Britain,  and 
be  available  on  occasions  not  now  easily  foreseen.  If  you  can  not 
succeed  in  obtaining  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject,  I  beg 
you  will  communicate  with  Mr.  Slidell  and  he  may  perchance  be 
more  successful,  as  the  correspondence,  if  genuine,  must  be  in  pos- 
session of  France  as  well  as  England.  Internal  evidence  is  certainly 
in  favor  of  its  genuineness,  but  it  is  very  strange  that  if  authentic, 
it  should  have  been  kept  secret  so  successfully,  when  its  existence  must 
have  been  known  so  widely.  Pray  spare  no  efforts  to  satisfy  us  on 
the  subject  and  to  obtain  the  copies,  if  the  original  exists.  *  *  * 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 

*  See  A.  D.  Mann,  Feb.  1,  1862,  Enclosure. 
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No.  20.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  November  7,  1862. 

Sir:  My  No.  17  of  the  18th  of  September,  gave  you  all  that  we 
were  in  possession  of  here  incident  to  the  question  of  recognition  or 
intervention  by  foreign  powers. 

I  send  you  with  this,  Mr.  Slidell's  dispatches  (some  in  duplicate) 
from  No.  10  to  No.  19,  both  inclusive.  His  No.  19  of  date  the  28th  of 
October,  sent  to  me  open  for  perusal,  gives  the  latest  advices  of  the 
state  of  our  affairs  at  Paris.  His  conversation  with  the  Emperor 
seems  to  import  that  no  official  communication  had  been  made  by  the 
French  to  the  British  Government,  expressive  of  the  views  enter- 
tained by  the  former  in  regard  to  recognition,  or  other  form  of  inter- 
vention ;  and  thus  the  latter  Government  remains  at  liberty  to  declare 
that  there  is  perfect  accord  between  the  two  on  American  affairs. 

Thus  the  views  of  the  Emperor,  however  strongly  entertained,  lose 
their  value  to  us,  as  his  purpose  seems  unaltered  not  to  act  inde- 
pendently. 

From  here  I  have  nothing  new  on  this  subject  to  report.  A 
meeting  of  the  cabinet  that  had  been  called  for  the  23d  of  October, 
which  it  was  generally  believed  had  been  convoked  to  deliberate  on 
American  affairs,  was  not  held,  Earl  Russell  notifying  the  ministers 
by  telegraph  on  the  day  previous  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  them 
to  attend,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  called  since.  Indeed  the  pur- 
pose of  those  who  rule  in  the  cabinet  seems  obdurate  not  to  recog- 
nize now,  nor  to  give  intimation  when  or  under  what  circumstances 
such  recognition  may  be  expected.  Still  everything  that  occurs  at 
the  North,  or  in  the  operations  of  the  armies,  works  favorably  for 
us  in  the  public  judgment.  Even  the  emancipation  proclamation, 
which  it  is  believed  was  issued  under  the  promptings  of  their  min- 
ister, Adams,  as  the  means  of  warding  off  recognition,  had  little 
other  effect  than  to  disappoint  the  antislavery  party  here  and  met 
with  general  contempt  and  derision.  It  was  seen  through  at  once 
and  condemned  accordingly. 

The  cotton  famine,  however,  which  has  been  pressing  hard  upon 
the  manufacturing  districts,  is  looming  up  in  fearful  proportions. 
It  is  stated  that  there  are  now  700,000  of  the  population  entirely 
dependent  on  charity  for  subsistence,  and  this  large  number  is 
increasing  at  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  per  week,  added  to  which 
pestilence  in  the  form  of  low  or  typhoid  fever  has  already  com- 
menced its  ravages. 

The  public  mind  is  very  much  agitated  and  disturbed  at  the  fearful 
prospect  for  the  winter,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  it  will 
produce  its  effects  on  the  counsels  of  the  Government. 

I  am  gratified  at  being  enabled  to  say  that  the  ability  of  our 
generals  and  the  prowess  of  our  arms  is  everywhere  acknowledged 
in  Europe,  and  there  is  equally  acknowledged  the  striking  differ- 
ence between  the  inflated  and  mendacious  reports  on  the  Northern 
side,  contrasted  with  the  calm  and  dignified  revelations  of  truth 
that  slowly  reach  here  from  the  South. 

I  have  received  nothing  from  the  Department  since  your  dispatch 
No.  5,  of  the  14th  of  April.  By  a  late  arrival  a  dispatch  was  brought 
to  me  from  the  Department  for  Colonel  Mann,  which  I  transmitted 
to  him  at  Brussels. 
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I  see  and  hear  nothing  from  the  British  Government,  either  offi- 
cially or  unofficially.  Mr.  Slidell  has  an  advantage  over  me  in  this, 
as  he  sees  the  ministers  frequently,  as  well  as  the  Emperor.  I  have 
sometimes  thought  it  might  be  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  Government 
under  such  circumstances  that  I  should  terminate  the  mission  here, 
but  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  advise  it,  because,  although  unaccred- 
ited, I  find  my  presence  in  London  as  the  representative  of  the 
(lovernment  is  really  important  in  matters  frequently  arising  where 
we  should  not  be  without  some  responsible  head. 

I  send  with  this  an  unofficial  letter  to  which  I  refer  for  other 
matter,  and 

Have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


J.  M.  Mason. 


No.  14.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  November  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  to  add  a  few  words  to  my 
last  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo.  Since  I  wrote,  Lord  Lyons 
has  left  for  his  post,  although  the  cabinet  council,  which  was  to 
have  completed  his  instructions,  was  countermanded.  It  may  be 
assumed,  therefore,  that  the  cabinet  is  still  in  the  same  state  of  in- 
decision and  divided  between  two  diametrically  opposed  parties  on 
American  policy.  A  rumor  has  within  the  last  few  days  gained  cur- 
rency that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  was  on  the  point  of  proposing 
to  the  English  and  Russian  Governments  to  join  in  a  recommenda- 
tion of  an  armistice  to  the  American  belligerents.  I  enclose  a  slip 
from  the  Morning  Herald  which  first  published  the  intelligence  on 
the  authority,  as  I  am  able  to  state  positively,  of  Lord  Malmsbury,  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  under  Lord  Derby's  administration.  The 
rumor  is  in  a  measure  endorsed,  though  very  cautiously,  by  the  Times 
in  its  Paris  correspondence  of  to-day,  in  the  following  words:  "  It  is 
rumored  that  overtures  have  been,  or  are  to  be  made,  by  France  to 
the  Russian  Government,  with  a  view  to  taking  into  serious  con- 
sideration the  state  of  affairs  in  America;  the  disastrous  effects  of 
the  civil  war  on  Europe  generally;  and  whether  the  time  is  not  now 
come  for  the  powers  to  make  a  move  toward  mediation  or  recognition 
of  the  Confederate  States." 

There  are  strong  indications  that  the  Tory  Party  expect,  whether 
on  good  grounds  or  not  I  can  not  state,  soon  to  return  to  power. 
This  lends  a  certain  significance  to  the  attitude  they  have  recently 
assumed  relative  to  the  African  slave  trade  in  connection  with  our 
recognition.  Mr.  Mason  advised  me  that  leading  men  of  that  party 
were~speaking  to  him  of  pledges  on  this  subject  as  the  inevitable  con- 
dition of  recognition.  Almost  at  the  same  time  I  learned  that  the 
organ  of  the  party  had  been  directed  to  agitate  this  subject.  My 
friendly  relations  with  that  journal  enabled  me  to  direct  for  the 
present  the  discussion  so  as  not  to  prejudice  us.  The  article  which 
appeared  in  the  Herald  and  which  you  will  find  reproduced  in  JNo.  29 
of  the  Index,  was  written  by  one  of  my   regular  assistants,  and 
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almost  at  my  dictation.  I  can  not,  however,  disguise  from  myself 
that  the  idea  of  making  our  recognition  dependent  upon  pledges  of 
various  kinds  relative  to  our  institutions  is  becoming  formidably 
prominent  in  the  public  mind,  and  I  forsee  that  even  after  recognition 
is  decided  upon  great  difficulties  will  lie  in  the  path  of  our  diplomacy. 

I  would  therefore  again  direct  your  attention  to  the  great  im- 
portance of  properly  sustaining  the  Index.  The  value  of  an  organ, 
not  merely  as  a  means  of  reaching  public  opinion  but  as  a  channel 
through  which  arguments  and  facts  can  be  conveyed  unofficially  to 
the  Government  itself,  appears  to  me  difficult  to  overrate.  The  value 
of  the  paper  as  an  agency  through  which  connections  can  be  estab- 
lished with  other  journals  is  scarcely  less.  The  services  which  it  is 
able  to  render  in  both  these  respects  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  needed 
for  a  considerable  period  after  formal  recognition,  but  the  extent  of 
these  services  necessarily  depends  much  upon  the  pecuniarj'  means  at 
my  disposal.  On  the  most  economical  basis  the  paper  can  be  sup- 
ported by  a  subsidy  of  £20  a  week,  which  is  the  average  weekly  dis- 
crepancy between  receipts  and  expenses.  This  minimum  assistance  is 
indispensable  to  the  continued  existence  of  the  paper.  I  now  pay  it 
in  the  hope  that  you  will  be  persuaded  by  the  reasons  assigned  to 
increase  my  contingent  allowance  to  the  necessary  amount.  At  the 
same  time  I  would  strongly  urge  upon  you,  if  my  past  course  is 
approved,  not  to  confine  my  allowance  to  the  amount  strictly  neces- 
sary for  the  mere  support  of  the  Index.  Not  only  do  opportunities 
constantly  occur  for  a  serviceable  expenditure  of  smaller  or  larger 
sums  of  money,  but  on  the  Index  itself  a  larger  amount  than  that 
asked  for  can  be  expended  with  marked  advantage  to  the  public 
service.  Every  additional  contributor  I  am  able  to  employ  for  the 
Index  becomes  an  ally  in  the  column  of  some  other  paper,  and  I 
frequently  employ  writers  with  no  other  object.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  I  can  find  useful  employment  for  at  least  £2,000,  or  $10,000, 
per  annum,  and  that,  difficult  as  it  is  to  appreciate  the  exact  results 
of  such  labors  as  mine,  the  success  would  in  this  case  be  sufficiently 
obvious  to  justify  the  expenditure. 

I  beg  to  be  excused  for  the  haste  in  which  I  am  compelled  to 
address  you,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
i  our  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

■  P.  S. — I  reopen  this  to  add  that  information  has  just  reached  me 
to  confirm  the  intelligence  brought  by  Lord  Malmsbury  and  pub- 
lished on  his  authority  bv  the  Morning  Herald. 

H.-H. 


24  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square, 

London,  November  8,  1862. 
Sir  :  My  dispatches  by  Lieutenant  Wilkinson  went  off  yesterday. 
I  write  this  unofficial  note  to  overtake  him  and  reach  you  with  them, 
binoe  they  were  written,  what  was  rumor  then  has  attained  a  form 
of  authenticity  which  leads  me  at  once  to  send  it  to  you. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Emperor  of  France  has  proposed  to 
England  and  Kussia  that  the  three  powers  should  unite  in  proposing 
to  the  belligerents  of  America  an  armistice  for  six  months,  with  the 
blockade  removed  as  part  of  the  armistice,  and  it  is  confidently 
asserted  that  Russia  has  assented  to  it. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  gather  opinion  from  public  men  of  what 
England  may  do,  but  it  is  hardly  probable  that  she  will  refuse  her 
concurrence. 

You  may  receive  as  a  fact 'that  the  Emperor  of  France  has  made 
the  proposal.  I  can  not  speak  with  like  certainty  of  the  assent  of 
Russia,  but  believe  it  to  be  true. 

You  may  learn  all  this  probably  through  the  Northern  papers  be- 
fore this  reaches  you,  but  it  may  come  as  rumor  only;  I  therefore 
hasten  to  send  it  to  you  as  above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  20.]  Paris,  November  11, 1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  two  dispatches,  both  of  28th  October,  I  am 
still  without  anything  from  you  later  than  15th  April. 

Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co.  have  sent  three  special  agents,  who  are 
now  on  their  way  to  Richmond  in  relation  to  their  proposals  for 
a  loan.  This  fact  proves,  at  least,  that  they  are  very  much  in  earnest 
about  the  matter. 

When  I  took  leave  of  the  Emperor,  after  my  audience  of  28th 
October,  it  was  with  a  very  strong  conviction,  which  I  did  not  ven- 
ture to  express  to  you,  that  he  would  soon  act  in  our  affairs  in  some 
decided  and  official  way.  This  anticipation  has  been  realized.  I 
learned  some  days  after  that  on  the  30th  October  a  dispatch  was 
written  to  Mr.  Mercier,  in  which  he  was  directed  to  intimate  to  the 
Lincoln  Government  in  a  tone  not  to  be  misunderstood,  the  opinion 
of  the  Emperor  that  our  independence  was  a  fait  accompli,  and  that 
the  further  prosecution  of  a  hopeless  contest  so  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  France  and  to  the  whole  civilized  world  must  lead  to 
immediate  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States  and,  perhaps,  to 
direct  intervention. 

I  have  learned  also  that  on  the  2d  instant  a  circular  dispatch  was 
sent  to  all  the  European  powers,  except  Russia  and  England,  invit- 
ing their  cooperation  in  an  appeal  to  the  Governments  at  Richmond 
and  Washington  to  consent  to  an  armistice  and  the  raising  of  the 
blockade  of  our  ports.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  invitations 
to  Russia  and  England  have  beenpresented  in  a  different  form,  and 
that  before  addressing  Russia  officially  the  Emperor  had  received 
some  assurances,  at  least,  of  her  qualified  adhesion.  That  the  official 
request  has  been  made  at  St.  Petersburg,  I  have  no  doubt.  As  to 
England,  I  am  also  confident  that  the  overtures  have  been  made; 
but  a  friend  in  London,  of  whom  I  have  spoken  in  previous  dis- 
patches, writes  me :  "  I  do  not  think  the  circular  had  reached  Lord 
Russell  on  Saturday  last  (8th  instant).     If  so,  he  did  not  communi- 
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cate  it  to  his  colleagues,  for  I  dined  with  one  cabinet  minister  on 
Saturday  who  had  not  heard  of  it,  and  talked  yesterday  with  another. 
However,  it  will  be  time  enough  perhaps  for  the  cabinet  to-morrow. 
My  impression  is  that  England  will  join  directly  with  Russia  and 
France,  or  perhaps  with  France  and  other  powers,  not  with  France 
alone,  for  the  Federalists  would  be  polite  to  France  and  insult  us. 
We  attach  great  importance  to  Russia." 

Many  of  the  secondary  and  minor  powers,  Spain,  Belgium,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  etc.,  will  undoubtedly*  give  favorable  responses  to 
the  Emperor's  appeal.  Should  Russia  and  England  withhold  their 
assent,  I  now  believe  that  France  will  act  without  them. 

I  have  no  good  reason  for  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  probable 
course  of  Austria  and  Russia;  but,  as  they  can  scarcely  be  counted 
among  the  maritime  powers,  it  will  be  of  little  moment.  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  however,  that  the  adhesion  of  Austria  is  more  prob- 
able than  that  of  Russia. 

I  saw  yesterday,  by  appointment,  the  undersecretary  for  foreign 
affairs.  My  chief  object  in  seeing  him  was  to  renew  verbally  the 
request  I  had  made  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  21st  July  to  be  allowed  to 
send  dispatches  through  the  minister  at  Washington.  I  especially 
insisted  that,  in  view  of  proposed  early  action  in  our  affairs,  it  was 
very  important  that  my  Government  should  know  what  had  been 
said  to  me  by  the  Emperor.  The  Secretary  promised  to  consult  the 
minister  as  soon  as  he  should  return  from  Compiegne,  and  let  me 
know  the  result.  He  has  been  there  for  some  days  with  the  Emperor, 
but  was  expected  to  return  last  night. 

I  have  received  within  a  day  or  two  a  letter  from  a  friend  who 
commands  a  new  war  steamer.  He  tells  me  that  he  will  sail  from 
Cherbourg  next  week  directly  for  Ship  Island,  with  orders  to  report 
to  the  admiral  of  the  station.  I  hear  that  other  vessels  are  sup- 
posed to  have  the  same  destination,  and  that  Admiral  de  la  Graviere 
has  been  directed  to  send  four  vessels  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi. I  understand  from  a  person  who  has  good  means  of  know- 
ing what  passes  at  the  ministry  of  marine  that  cannon  have  been  sent 
to  Martinique  in  sufficient  quantities  to  complete  the  armament  of 
the  numerous  steamers  of  the  line  and  frigates  which,  armed  only 
en  flute,  conveyed  troops,  horses,  etc.,  to  Mexico.  You  may  recall 
that  in  my  first  interview  with  the  Emperor  I  took  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  this  precaution  in  the  view  of  possible  eventualities. 
From  these  and  other  facts  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  be- 
lieve that  a  powerful  French  fleet  will  soon  be  collected  on  our  coasts, 
to  act  as  circumstances  may  require. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

P.  S.— Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  declines  giving  me  the  privilege  of 
sending  a  dispatch  through  Mr.  Mercier.  Notices  only  have  been 
given  to  the  other  powers  of  the  dispatch  to  London  and  St. 
Petersburg. 
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Nassau,  N.  P.,  November  17,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  My  friends  Messrs.  S.  Isaac  Campbell  &  Co.,  of  London, 
are  desirous  of  entering  into  arrangements  with  the  Government  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  supply  equipments  for  a  force 
of  100,000  (one  hundred  thousand)  men,  payable  partly  in  cash 
partly  in  cotton.  Under  a  previous  date,  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  thereto,  which  failed  to 
reach  the  department  owing  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer  conveying 
it.    I  repeat  the  proposition  by  this  opportunity. 

I  beg  leave  at  the  same  time  to  add  that  these  friends  have  brought 
to  my  attention  the  extent  of  the  transactions  they  have  had  the  satis- 
faction to  have  with  the  Confederate  Government,  and  the  large  bal- 
ance remaining  due  to  them  which  with  the  contracts  in  course  of 
fulfillment  amount  to  about  £400,000  sterling.  This  amount  my 
friends  are  desirous  of  receiving,  as  it  has  trenched  on  their  active 
means,  and  to  the  same  extent  diminished  their  ability  to  furnish 
the  Government  with  further  supplies  of  material  of  war  of  which 
they  stand  in  need. 

Messrs.  S.  Isaac  Campbell  &  Co.  are  well  informed  of  the  difficult 
ties  the  Confederate  Government  experiences  in  placing  funds  in 
Europe,  and  have  concluded  to  relieve  the  Government  in  this  emer- 
gency by  submitting  to  them  a  proposition  to  accept  a  settlement 
partly  in  cotton  and  partly  in  cash  or  sterling  bills  of  exchange. 
They  have  been  given  to  understand  that  the  Government  has  ma- 
tured measures  for  bringing  into  active  use  for  the  purchase  of  war 
material  abroad,  the  stock  of  cotton  in  its  possession,  and  has  issued, 
or  purposes  issuing,  certificates  representing  certain  specified  num- 
bers of  bales.  The  details  of  this  measure  are  unknown  to  us  at 
present,  but  we  assume  that  it  has  been  or  will  be  so  shaped  as  to  be 
mutually  advantageous  to  the  Government  and  its  friends  abroad, 
and  have  little  hesitation  in  accepting  it,  in  advance  of  the  informa- 
tion we  trust  to  receive. 

My  friends  have  requested  me  to  repair  to  Eichmond  to  submit 
to  you  their  views  and  to  arrange  a  settlement  with  the  Government 
for  which  they  have  provided  me  with  full  and  complete  power  of 
attorney.  Finding,  however,  that  engagements  will  detain  me  here 
some  weeks,  and  that  the  delay  will  afford  me  an  opportunity  to 
receive  your  reply  at  Nassau,  I  have  concluded  to  wait  the  pleasure 
of  a  communication  from  you. 

Messrs.  S.  Isaac  Campbell  &  Co.  contemplated  as  early  as  May  last 
bringing  these  matters  to  your  consideration,  and  the  son  of  our 
senior  with  Mr.  T.  F.  Smith,  who  arrived  here  in  the  Melita  intended 
to  visit  Richmond  to  express  to  you  their  views,  but  their  efforts  have 
been  frustrated  by  the  untimely  death  of  both. 

I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  by  a  reply  in  duplicate  by  the  first 
steamer  bound  to  this  port,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Ben  W.  Hart. 

Hon.  Judah  P.  Benjamtn, 

Secretary  of  War  [State],  C.S.A. 
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Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  November  19, 1862. 
Sik  :  When  several  of  the  independent  States  which  had  formerly 
been  meml>ers  of  the  Confederation  known  as  the  United  States  of 
America  determined  to  withdraw  from  the  Union  and  to  associate 
themselves  in  a  new  Confederation  under  the  name  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  it  was  natural  and  proper  that  they 
should  communicate  this  fact  to  the  other  nations  of  the  earth. 
The  usages  of  international  intercourse  require  official  communica- 
tion of  all  organic  changes  in  the  constitutions  of  States,  and  there 
was  obvious  propriety  in  giving  prompt  assurance  of  our  desire  to 
continue  the  most  amicable  relations  with  all  mankind.  Actuated 
by  these  considerations,  one  of  the  first  cares  of  the  new  Government 
was  to  send  to  Europe  commissioners  charged  with  the  duty  of 
visiting  the  capitals  of  the  different  powers  and  making  preliminary 
arrangements  for  the  opening  of  more  formal  diplomatic  intercourse. 
Prior,  however,  to  the  arrival  of  these  commissioners,  the  United 
States  had  declared  war  against  the  Confederacy,  and  had  its  com- 
munications to  the  different  cabinets  of  Europe  assume  the  attitude 
of  being  sovereign  over  the  Confederacy,  alleging  that  these  inde- 
pendent States  were  in  rebellion  against  other  States  with  which 
they  had  theretofore  been  acknowledged  confederates  on  a  footing 
of  perfect  equality.  To  the  supreme  surprise  of  this  Government, 
this  absurd  pretension  was  considered  by  the  cabinets  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  as  affording  a  valid  reason  for  declining  to  enter- 
tain relations  with  the  Confederate  States,  or  even  to  recognize  the 
continued  existence  of  these  States  as  independent  sovereignties.  It 
soon  became  apparent  that,  in  consequence  of  the  delegation  of  power 
formerly  granted  by  these  States  to  the  Federal  Government  to 
represent  them  in  foreign  intercourse,  the  nations  of  Europe  had 
been  led  into  the  grave  error  of  supposing  that  the  separate  sov- 
ereignty and  independence  of  these  States  had  l>een  merged  into  one 
common  sovereignty,  and  had  thus  ceased  to  exist.  All  attempts  to 
dispel  so  grave  an  error  by  argument  and  appeal  to  historical  facts 
were  found  unavailing,  and  the  cabinets  of  Versailles  and  St.  James 
intimated  their  determination  to  confine  themselves  to  recognizing 
the  self-evident  fact  of  the  existence  of  war ;  to  treating  us  as  bellig^ 
erents ;  and  to  postponing  any  decision  of  the  question  of  right  until 
that  of  might  was  made  clear.  This  result  of  our  offers  to  enter  into 
amicable  relations  with  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  whose  proximity 
caused  them  to  be  first  visited  by  our  commissioners,  naturally  cre- 
ated some  hesitation  in  approaching  his  Imperial  Majesty  Alexander 
II.  Due  self-respect  forbade  our  assuming  an  attitude  which  could 
possibly  be  construed  into  a  supplication  for  favor  as  inferiors, 
instead  of  a  tender  of  friendly  intercourse  as  equals.  Nor  is  it  im ' 
proper  to  add  that  a  communication  to  which  extensive  publicity 
was  given,  addressed  by  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg  to  that  of 
\\  ashmgton,  justified  the  inference  of  the  existence  in  that  city  of 
the  same  views  as  those  which  were  avowed  in  London  and  at  Paris 
Lnder  these  circumstances  this  Government  abstained  from  further 
obtruding  on  European  powers  any  propositions  for  commercial  or 
other  amicable  relations,  and  accepted  with  stern  determination  the 
arbitrament  to  which  all  civilized  nations  seemed  to  invite  it      The 
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result  has  become  matter  of  history,  and  I  have  made  these  prefatory 
remarks  only  that  you  may  understand  and  be  able  to  explain  the 
causes  which  prevented  this  Government  from  making,  eighteen 
months  ago,  the  same  advances  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  which  were 
made  to  two  of  the  other  great  European  powers. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President, 
he  may,  without  hazard  of  misconstruction,  tender  to  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  the  assurances  of  the  desire  of  the  people  to  entertain  with 
him  the  most  cordial  relations  of  friendship  and  commercial  inter- 
course, and  the  President  has  chosen  you  to  represent  this  Govern- 
ment in  conveying  such  assurances.  In  opening  your  communications 
on  this  subject  with  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg  it  is  not  deemed 
necessary  that  you  resort  to  argument  to  maintain  the  right  of  these 
States  to  secede  from  the  United  States,  any  further  than  may  be 
embraced  in  the  statement  above  given  of  the  reasons  which  have 
caused  delay  in  approaching  that  Government  on  the  subject.  You 
will,  of  course,  not  refuse  any  explanations  on  this  point  which  may 
seem  to  be  invited,  but  we  now  place  our  demand  for  recognition  and 
admission  into  the  family  of  nations  on  the  result  of  the  test  to  which 
Europe,  by  common  understanding,  submitted  our  rights.  We  have 
conquered  our  position  by  the  sword.  We  are  ready  and  able  to 
maintain  it  against  the  utmost  efforts  of  our  enemies  in  the  future  as 
we  have  already  done  in  the  past.  We  were  independent  States 
before  secession ;  we  have  been  independent  ever  since,  in  spite  of  our 
invasion  by  armaments  far  exceeding  in  magnitude  that  immense 
host  which  to  Russia's  immortal  honor  she  overwhelmed  with  dis- 
aster by  the  voluntary  sacrifice  of  her  capital.  Nearly  a  million  of 
armed  men,  aided  by  numerous  fleets  possessing  unquestioned  control 
over  the  waters  of  our  coasts,  have  in  a  war  now  far  advanced  into  the 
second  year  utterly  failed  to  make  any  progress  in  the  insane  effort 
to  subjugate  this  Confederacy,  whose  territory  covers  nearly  half  a 
continent,  and  whose  population  exceeds  10,000,000. 

According  to  the  code  of  international  law,  a  nation  which  with 
such  elements  of  grandeur  also  presents  itself  with  an  organized 
government  and  an  obedient  people,  with  institutions  created  in  past 
generations  by  the  free  will  of  the  citizens,  and  still  cherished;  a 
nation  defended  by  numerous  armies  that  crush  all  attempts  of  a 
most  powerful  foe  to  subjugate  it;  a  nation  which  is  aiming  at  no 
conquest,  seeking  no  advantages,  and  using  its  sword  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  defending  its  inherent  right  of  self-government;  such  a 
nation  may  well  insist  on  its  claim  to  recognition  from  those  who  may 
expect  hereafter  to  maintain  with  it  relations  of  mutual  advantage 
in  the  exchange  of  good  offices  and  the  freedom  of  commercial  inter- 
course. It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  many  considera- 
tions which  plainly  indicate  the  benefits  which  must  result  to  both 
nations  from  the  establishment  of  friendly  relations  and  unrestricted 
commerce.  Xo  rival  interests  exist  to  impede  the  creation  or  disturb 
the  continuance  of  such  relations,  but  the  people  of  each  country 
have  everything  to  gain  from  a  free  interchange  of  the  commodities 
which  the  other  produces  in  excess  of  its  own  wants.  Each  pursuing 
its  own  career  in  the  development  of  its  own  resources  would  be 
regarded  by  the  other  as  supplying  new  aliment  for  an  intercourse 
mutually  advantageous,  and  additional  motives  for  cherishing  the 
most  cordial  amity.    On  the  subject  of  recognition  of  the  Confederacy 
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you  will  not  fail  to  represent  to  the  Government  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  that,  while  the  war  which  now  ravages  this  continent  and 
afflicts  mankind  was  due  in  some  measure  to  the  determination  of 
Europe  to  leave  the  decision  of  the  questions  which  have  arisen 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of  North  America  to  the 
arbitrament  of  war,  rather  than  by  friendly  intervention  to  j)romote 
their  amicable  adjustment,  the  adherence  of  the  Governments  at  the 
present  time  to  a  line  of  policy  purely  passive  is  the  sole  cause  of  the 
continuance  of  hostilities.  Desperate  as  the  United  States  now  know 
the  attempt  to  be,  they  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  abandon  their 
avowed  purpose  of  subjugating  the  South  in  the  absence  of  some 
expression  on  the  part  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe  justifying  such 
abandonment.  The  people  of  the  North,  knowing  that  the  right  of 
the  Confederacy  to  recognition  is  dependent  solely  upon  its  ability 
to  defend  itself  against  conquest  by  its  enemies,  can  not  interpret  the 
failure  of  Europe  to  accord  that  recognition  on  any  other  ground 
than  the  conviction  that  the  North  is  able  to  subjugate  the  South. 
The  unprecedented  silence  of  European  cabinets  after  the  abundant 
evidence  afforded  by  the  events  of  the  past  eighteen  months  of  the 
power  of  this  Confederacy  to  defend  itself  is  scarcely  less  effective 
in  stimulating  the  United  States  to  continue  its  present  atrocious 
warfare  than  language  of  direct  encouragement.  The  President  is 
well  aware  that  such  can  by  no  possibility  be  the  intention  of  the 
humane  and  enlightened  ruler  who  now  presides  over  the  destinies 
of  Russia,  but  he  is  also  well  satisfied  that  such  are  the  views  at- 
tributed to  neutral  powers  by  the  United  States  as  being  fairly 
deducible  from  the  hesitation  hitherto  evinced  in  yielding  to  the  just 
demand  of  this  Government  for  the  recognition  of  its  independent 
nationality.  If  your  efforts  to  open  negotiations  with  the  Russian 
cabinet  on  the  basis  of  our  recognition  shall  prove  successful,  you  will 
be  expected  to  continue  your  residence  near  that  court  as  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  to  that  end  you  will 
receive  herewith  your  commission  as  such,  together  with  letters  of 
credence  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  seek  occasion  to  confer  with  Mr.  Mason  or 
Mr.  Slidell,  or  both,  on  your  way  to  the  seat  of  your  mission,  to 
inform  yourself  fully  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Europe  at  the 
time  of  your  arrival,  and  if  any  important  change  shall  have  occurred 
rendering  your  compliance  with  any  part  of  your  present  instruc- 
tions impolitic  or  unadvisable,  you  may  exercise  your  own  discre- 
tion, after  conference  with  one  or  both  of  these  gentlemen,  in  post- 
poning the  execution  of  them  until  further  instructions  from  Rich- 
mond. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar,  Esq., 

Commissioner  to  Russia. 


No.  32.]  40  Albemarle  Street,  London, 

November  21,  1862. 
Sir:  In  my  No.  28,  dated  Copenhagen,  October  24,  I  gave  you  a 
detailed  account  of  my  interview  with  Mr.  Hall,  minister  of  foreign 
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affairs  and  president  of  the  council  of  Denmark.  As  my  dispatch 
may  have  failed  to  reach  its  destination,  I  think  it  proper  to  repeat 
that  I  never  was  more  kindly  received  by  a  foreign  minister,  while 
I  was  in  the  employment  of  the  Government  of  the  late  Union,  than 
I  was  by  this  distinguished  functionary  and  that  my  mission  was 
completely  successful. 

In  my  No.  28,  dated  Brussels,  November  1,  I  took  occasion  to 
inform  you  that  "  I  shall  start  to  Paris  and  London  to-morrow  or 
next  day."  I  reached  the  former  metropolis  during  the  evening  of 
the  3d  and  the  latter  on  the  morning  of  the  7th. 

A  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  note  to  Mr.  Rogier  of  the  13th 
October,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmitted  to  you  with  my  No.  2G,  I 
received  intelligence,  through  a  channel  which  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  mention,  that  King  Leopold  had  written  an  autograph  letter  on 
the  15th  of  that  month  to  Louis  Napoleon,  requesting  him  to  recog- 
nize the  Confederate  States  and  to  use  his  influence  to  hasten  the 
termination  of  the  war  of  aggression  prosecuted  by  the  North.  This 
letter  was  succeeded  by  letters  of  a  similar  character  addressed  by 
the  King  of  the  Belgians  to  the  sovereigns  of  other  powers  and 
States.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  declined  to  recognize  imme- 
diately, but  after  a  delay  of  two  weeks,  in  a  note  addressed  to  the 
cabinet  of  London  and  St.  Petersburg,  by  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  his 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted, 
he  asked  Great  Britain  and  Russia  to  unite  with  him  in  proposing 
an  armistice  to  the  belligerents  of  six  months  duration  by  sea  and 
land.  To  this  request  Great  Britain  declined  to  comply  for  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  reply  of  Earl  Russell.  Russia 
also  declined  for  reasons  of  a  somewhat  similar  character. 

The  animadversions  of  the  opposition  party  here  and  of  the  public 
generally  in  Paris  upon  the  refusal  of  the  British  Government  to 
cooperate  with  the  Government  of  Louis  Napoleon  in  its  benign 
object  are  extremely  severe,  in  which  our  countrymen  sojourning  in 
both  capitals  naturally  enough  participate. 

I  was  fully  prepared  beforehand  for  that  which  has  occurred, 
and  as  it  has  been  an  invariable  rule  with  me  never  to  lose  the 
equanimity  of  my  temper  while  engaged  in  the  attainment  of  a 
diplomatic  object,  I  have  carefully  restricted  a  manifestation  of  my 
dissatisfaction  at  the  decision  of  the  British  monarchy;  and  the 
more  so  as  I  have  the  best  of  reasons  for  believing  that  good  to 
our  interests  in  this  instance  will  proceed  from  that  which  is  con- 
demned as  an  evil. 

J  fear  I  shall  subject  myself  in  the  estimation  of  my  Government 
to  a  classification  with  the  overcredulous,  on  account  of  my  mistaken 
faith  (so  frequently  expressed  in  my  dispatches)  in  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  venerable  British  Premier  for  our  triumphant  and  early 
success ;  but  I  have  now  unquestionable  proofs  which  I  communicate 
to  the  President  to-day,  in  a  letter  to  be  filed  in  the  Executive  office, 
that  I  have  not  been  mistaken  in  the  confidence  which  I  have  re- 
ported since  the  affair  of  the  Trent  occurred  in  the  renowned  states- 
men of  Europe.  . 

You  must  not  infer  that  it  is  from  a  want  of  unlimited  confidence 
in  the  discreet  administration  of  the  State  Department  that  I  di- 
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reetly  address  the  President.  I  do  so  solely  because  a  dispatch 
directed  to  yourself  as  Secretary  of  State  is  placed  among  the  public 
records  and,  as  public  property  may,  however  confidential,  be  called 
for  by  Congress  and  furnished  to  that  body  20  years  after  its  date; 
whereas  a  letter  written  by  a  representative  abroad  to  the  Presi- 
dent belongs  exclusively  to  that  eminent  personnage  and  may,  at 
his  option,  be  destroyed  or  taken  away  with  him  when  he  retires  from 
his  position. 

I  design  to  leave  here  for  Brussels  via  Paris  to-morrow.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  I  shall  seek  an  audience  of  King  Leopold  shortly  after 
my  arrival  there. 

The  last  centime  of  the  fund  created  by  public  and  private  charity, 
for  the  relief  of  the  operatives  at  Ghent  and  elsewhere  in  Belgium, 
has  been  expended.  A  bill  providing  500,000  francs  for  their  benefit 
was  introduced  in  the  chamber  last  Monday,  the  first  day  of  the 
session.  The  British  Parliament,  when  that  body  meets  in  February, 
will  have  to  vote  at  least  £5,000,000  for  the  alleviation  of  the  distress 
in  Lancashire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State  C.  A.  S.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Department  or  State, 
Richmond,  November  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  for  the  use  of  your  bureau  papers  just  received  from 
the  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Paris,  containing  the 
particulars  of  a  recent  invention  for  the  production  of  saltpeter, 
which  has  received  the  patronage  of  the  French  Government. 

The  commissioner  in  his  letter  appears  to  attach  much  importance 
to  this  invention,  and  says  "should  the  invention  be  used  by  the 
Confederate  States,  a  patent  should  be  secured  for  Solomen,  and  a 
liberal  seignorage  allowed  to  him  on  all  saltpeter  manufactured  by 
his  process." 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Major  St.  John, 

Chief  of  Niter  Bureau,  War  Department. 


^°-  15-1  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  November  22,  1862. 
Str:  In  my  last.  No.  14,  of  November  7, 1  had  the  honor  to  inform 
you  indirectly,  upon  the  authority  of  Lord  Malmsbury,  that  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  had  invited,  or  was  about  to  invite,  England 
and  Kussia  to  join  him  in  proposing  to  the  American  belligerents 
an  armistice  by  land  and  sea  for  six  months.  The  event  has  proved 
the  correctness  of  this  information,  and  in  the  Index  of  the  20th 
instant  accompanying  this  will  be  found  the  text  of  the  Emperor's 
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invitation  and  the  replies  of  the  two  Governments  appealed  to.  The 
most  remarkable  feature  of  this  great  diplomatic  event,  judged  in 
the  point  of  view  from  which  it  is  my  special  duty  to  report,  is  that 
although  the  conservative  press  for  a  full  week  daily  reiterated  the 
important  news,  and  although  the  French  papers  during  the  same 
time  announced  it  more  or  less  authoritatively,  no  other  English 
paper,  whether  ministerial  or  neutral  in  politics,  not  even  the  Times, 
took  editorial  notice  of  it  until  after  the  answer  to  France  had  been 
decided  by  the  cabinet  council.  I  consider  this  an  evidence  not  only 
of  the  control  which  in  every  emergency  the  government  in  power 
can  always  exert  over  the  press,  even  in  this  land  of  perfect  free 
speech,  but  that  the  Palmerston  ministry,  irreconcilably  divided  as 
it  is,  has  still  a  strong  hold  over  the  popular  confidence.  T  am  con- 
vinced also  that  the  communication  of  the  secret  by  the  Emperor  to 
a  conservative  peer,  the  predecessor  of  Earl  Russell,  and  the  prema- 
ture agitation  of  the  matter  as  a  party  question  even  before  the 
cabinet  had  had  time  to  act  upon  it  has  materially  injured  the  French 
proposal  in  public  opinion. 

It  is  now  stated  on  the  authority  of  another  conservative  peer — 
Lord  Donoughmore.  also  a  member  of  the  Derby  administration — that 
the  Emperor  will  persist  in  his  proposal,  though  unsupported  by  the 
other  powers.  On  this  it  is  not  my  province  to  speculate,  but  I  may 
remark  that  such  information,  coming  exclusively  from  antiminis- 
terial  sources,  confirms  me  in  the  conviction  that  the  conservatives 
have  selected  the  French  proposal  as  the  point  upon  which  to  join 
issue  with  their  opponents.  Six  months  ago  I  should  have  delighted 
in  this  belief:  to-day  I  am  doubtful  whether  we  have  not  cause  to 
regret  the  fact.  We  have  as  many  friends  in  the  ministerial  as  in  the 
Tory  Party,  and  the  action  of  the  Government  on  the  American 
question  has  thus  far  depended  on  persons  rather  than  on  parties. 
There  is  only  one  instance  in  the  modern  political  history  of  this 
country — and  this  the  exception  which  might  prove  a  rule — where  a 
cabinet  has  been  overthrown  on  a  question  of  foreign  policy.  As 
regards  numerical  strength,  as  well  as  family  influence,  the  Whigs 
have  always  immensely  the  advantage  in  an  open  contest.  More- 
over, an  anti-French  policy  is  always  sure  to  be  for  the  moment 
exceedingly  popular  with  the  masses.  All  these  considerations  make 
me  fear  that  the  espousal  of  our  cause  by  the  Conservatives,  as  a 
party,  at  this  precise  moment  and  upon  this  particular  issue  may 
raise  more  opponents  to  our  recognition  than  friends. 

The  cabinet,  or  rather  that  section  of  it  of  which  Earl  Russell 
is  the  head,  though  it  has  not  officially  assigned  its  reasons  for  its 
refusals  of  the  French  proposition,  has  done  so  unofficially  through 
the  press.  An  elaborate  defense  of  its  course  has  appeared  in  the 
form  of  two  letters  in  the  Times  signed  "  Historicus."  The  author 
of  these  letters  is  Mr.  Harcourt,  a  writer  of  considerable  repute, 
already  on  former  occasions  entrusted  with  the  defense  of  ministerial 
policy,  and  nearly  connected  by  marriage  with  the  family  of  Sir 
G.  C.  Lewis,  the  minister  of  war,  whose  illogical  speech  on  recogni- 
tion directed  against  that  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Gladstone,  I  have 
already  brought  to  your  notice.  The  Times,  as  well  by  its  editorial 
language  as  by  the  prominence  it  has  given  to  the  letters  of  "His- 
toricus "  and  its  refusal  to  admit  into  its  columns  my  reply,  throws 
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the  whole  of  the  weight  on  the  ministerial  side.  These  letters  are  the 
only  extracts  worthy  of  your  notice  that  I  have  to  enclose.  I  need 
not  add  that  the  quotations  from  the  Index  are  wholly  unfair,  the 
language  quoted,  though  unguarded  and  such  as  I  would  not  have  ad- 
mitted had  it  not  accidentally  escaped  my  attention,  being  violently 
torn  from  its  context. 

I  have  written  very  fully  on  various  subjects  by  Commander  Wil- 
kinson, Confederate  States  Navy,  but  the  uncertainty  of  even  the  best 
channels  of  communication  warrants  me  in  briefly  recapitulating  the 
most  important  heads.  I  can  not  too  strongly  impress  upon  you  the 
great  importance,  nay,  the  necessity,  of  sustaining  the  Index.  Over 
$5,000,  the  money  of  myself  and  friends,  has  already  been  expended 
in  the  establishment  and  support  of  the  paper,  besides  the  limited 
subsidy  I  was  enabled  to  make  to  it  out  of  my  contingent  allowance, 
and  I  conscientiously  believe  that  more  valuable  services  have  never 
been  rendered  by  any  publication  to  any  cause  at  so  small  a  cost.  I 
have  pledged  the  Department,  so  long  as  my  contingent  allowance 
will  admit  of  the  payment  of  that  amount,  to  a  weekly  subsidy  of 
$100,  or  £20,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  ere  this  reaches  you  you 
will  have  become  convinced  of  the  expediency  of  authorizing  me 
to  spend  not  only  this  but  a  much  larger  sum  for  the  purpose.  The 
writers  employed  by  me  for  the  Index  are  among  the  first  in  their 
profession,  and  through  them  I  inspire  the  columns  of  some  of  the 
most  influential  publications  of  this  country.  It  is  the  most  effective 
and  economical  manner  of  carrying  out  your  instructions,  and  its 
application  is  limited  only  by  my  means.  I  entreat  you,  if  I  have 
at  all  entitled  myself  to  your  confidence  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duties,  to  extend  my  sphere  of  action  by  prompt  and  large  remit- 
tances. I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  public  service  with  which 
I  am  entrusted  requires  at  this  time  a  contingent  allowance  at  the 
rate  of  less  than  £2,000  per  annum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  21.]  Paris,  29  November,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  last  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  11th  instant. 
Nothing  important  has  since  occurred,  but  there  is  a  growing  feel- 
ing of  distrust  of  England  and  a  general  disposition  to  consider  the 
"  entente  cordiale  "  as  virtually  at  an  end. 

I  saw  the  Duke  de  Morny  on  Tuesday  and  Mr.  Rouher,  minister 
of  commerce,  to-day.  Both  these  gentlemen  are  now  thoroughly 
well  disposed  toward  our  cause;  the  latter  was  much  more  com- 
municative than  I  had  found  him  in  my  previous  interviews.  The 
special  object  of  both  in  inviting  me  to  see  them  was  to  ask  my 
opinion  of  the  contract  made  by  the  War  Department  with  the 
house  of  Bellot  des  Minieres,  the  character  of  the  parties  with  us  who 
are  connected  with  the  contract  and  their  ability  to  procure  and 
transport  cotton  to  Matamoras  in  return  for  merchandise  delivered 
On  all  these  points  I  gave  them  satisfactory  information,  and  I  infer 
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from  what  Mr.  Rouher  said  that  the  Government  will  encourage  the 
Bank  of  France  to  make  large  advances  to  the  parties  who  may 
embark  in  the  enterprise. 

I  have 'information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  Emperor 
had  reason  to  expect  that  his  proposition  of  30th  October  would  be 
accepted  by  England;  if  this  be  so,  although  he  may  make  no  im- 
mediate open  demonstration  of  his  dissatisfaction  I  shall  be  sur- 
prised if  he  does  not  soon  prove  that  her  cooperation  may  be  dis- 
pensed with.  If  on  the  contrary  he  did  not  expect  the  acceptance 
of  his  proposition,  judging  from  his  character  and  antecedents,  he 
will  not  be  disposed  to  leave  his  work  unfinished  and  will  act  alone. 
On  either  hypothesis,  then,  I  feel  very  sanguine  that  not  many 
months,  perhaps  not  many  weeks,  will  elapse  without  some  decided 
action  on  his  part. 

In  speaking  on  this  subject  with  Mr.  Rouher  he  said  very  frankly 
that  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Emperor's  views;  that  the 
political  question  rested  entirely  with  the  Emperor  and  foreign 
minister ;  that  he  had  not  been,  and  probably  would  not  be,  consulted 
about  it ;  in  fact,  said  he  on  that  point,  I  merely  play  the  "  role  d'un 
comparse"  (a  supernumerary).  This  I  am  inclined  to  think  is  the 
case  with  most  of  his  colleagues. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Slideix. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmoixd. 


No.  33.]  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  November  29,  1803. 

Sir  :  My  No.  32  was  dated  "  London,  November  21,  1862."  On  the 
23d  I  returned  to  this  metropolis. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  mention  that  your  No.  3  has  not  been 
received,  and  equally  so  that  I  should  be  informed  whether  all  my 
dispatches  reached  their  destination.  The  first  number  was  dated 
London,  Februarj'  17, 1862. 

If  Kinjr  Leopold,  acting  understandingly  with  the  Governments 
of  Europe  as  "  Lc  doyen  des  Souverains,"  were  to  manifest  his  readi- 
ness to  recognize  the  Confederate  States,  I  should  find  myself  in  a 
most  embarrassing  position.  From  some  cause  or  other,  which  I  have 
been  indifferent  to  ascertain,  I  am  simply  accredited  as  a  joint  com- 
missioner to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  while  my  other  colleagues 
are  furnished  with  letters  to  the  potentates  of  the  country  wherein 
they  are  to  reside  in  an  official  capacity,  and  commissioned  as  envoys 
extraordinary  and  ministers  plenipotentiary. 

My  instructions,  dated  Richmond,  August  23,  1861,  prepared  by 
your  worthy  and  distinguished  predecessor,  Mr.  Hunter,  simply  re- 
marked :  "  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is  the  President's 
desire  that  you  should  represent  the  Confederate  States  in  Belgium, 
to  the  Government  of  which  country  you  already  have  letters  of 
credence  and  introduction." 

"The  instructions  which  you  received  on  your  departure  from 
Montgomery  you  will  follow  as  far  as  advisable  during  your  resi- 
dence at  Brussels." 
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"I  have  further  to  inform  you  that  the  President  has  appointed 
the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  commissioner  to  Great 
Britain.  On  his  arrival  in  London  he  will  confer  freely  with  you 
on  the  subject  of  his  mission  and  I  am  confident  that  you-  will  give 
him  the  benefit  of  your  advice  and  experience  in  relation  thereto." 

I  have  no  vanity  to  gratify,  no  ambition  to  satiate  in  desiring  the 
appointment  of  special  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  Kingdom  of  Belgium.  To  bask  in  the  rays  of  royalty 
may  be  an  enjoyment  to  many  of  my  countrymen,  but  I  must  confess 
that  I  have  seen  enough  of  courts  and  court  life  to  gratify  my  curiosity. 
But  in  my  opinion  it  is  eminently  due  to  one  of  the  best  and  wisest 
of  existing  monarchs  that,  in  view  of  the  friendly  interest  which  he 
has  manifested  in  our  behalf,  he  should  be  treated  by  us  with  the 
highest  consideration  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  bestow. 

If  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to  him,  designating  me  as  special 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  he  would  at  once  formally  receive  me  and  thus  officially  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States.  There  is  not  so 
much  as  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  his  Majesty  superinduced  the 
note  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  addressed  to  the  cabinets  of  London 
and  St.  Petersburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond;  Va. 


Richmond,  December  8, 1862. 
Sir:  Within  twenty- four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  European 
steamer  at  Halifax,  f  will  start  a  light-draft,  fast-sailing  vessel  with 
any  dispatches  or  papers  for  your  Department,  you  paying  in  Liver- 
pool funds  $600  upon  each  receipt  by  a  Confederate  officer  of  such 
dispatches  within  our  lines  upon  the  Chesapeake  or  Atlantic  coast. 
To  further  aid  me  in  the  enterprise  I  want  you  to  appoint  my  son, 
Lewis  Sanders,  dispatch  agent  at  Halifax  at  a  salary  of  $100  per 
month,  the  salary  to  commence  when  this  arrangement  shall  have 
been  completed  at  Halifax. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Sandehs. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamtn, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Accepted. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  Stat-e. 


No-  34-l  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  December  9,  1862. 
Sir:  For  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  copy  of  a  note,  with  the  statement  by  which  it  was  ac- 
companied, which  I  have  just  addressed  to  Captain  James  D.  Bul- 
loch. C  onfederate  States  Navy,  Liverpool. 
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More  than  once  I  have  had  occasion  to  advert,  in  my  dispatches  to 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  of  Austria,  to  render  gun  cotton  a  re- 
liable substitute  for  gunpowder.  It  now  seems  that  her  steady  perse- 
verance has  been  attended  with  success;  and  that  it  has  resulted  in 
valuable  discoveries  by  which  an  improvement  in  the  strength  of 
metal  may  be  accomplished. 

As  explanatory  of  the  process  by  which  this  object  is  attained, 
I  copy  the  following  from  a  German  journal: 

"  The  Austrians  have  been  steadily  pursuing  a  systematic  course 
of  experiments  with  gun  cotton,  and  not  only  have  they  perfected  this 
material,  so  as  to  use  it  in  field  guns,  but  have  also  been  led  to  in- 
vestigate the  properties  of  metals  with  the  view  of  finding  an  alloy 
which  would  impart  hardness  to  copper  and  enable  them  to  obtain  a 
perfect,  safe,  strong,  and  durable  gun.  This,  they  have  now  effected, 
and,  it  is  said,  that  their  gun  metal,  by  the  addition  of  a  small  quan- 
tity of  iron,  has  been  made  very  hard  and  also  exceedingly  tough 
and  elastic.  One  great  advantage  possessed  by  this  gun  metal  is, 
that  it  can  be  recast  at  small  cost  if  the  guns  become  damaged  or  the 
rifling  prove  unsatisfactory.  The  field  pieces  have  been  rifled  with 
grooves  which  help  to  support  the  projectile  in  centering  upon  a 
rounded  bearing.  The  projectile  is  of  iron  only;  indeed,  nothing 
else  would  withstand  the  force  of  the  gun  cotton  which  is  more  in- 
stantaneous in  its  explosion  that  gunpowder,  and  therefore  a  higher 
velocity  can  be  obtained  with  a  much  shorter  gun.  The  Austrian 
Government  is  now  about  to  cast  large  ordnance,  and  if  the  reports 
given  to  us  be  correct,  they  have  certainly  hit  upon  the  right  metal, 
as  it  withstands  the  blows  of  shot  fired  at  it  much  better  than  any 
material  which  has  yet  been  used." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Enclosure.! 

25  Rue  Eoyale,  Brussels,  December  7,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  as  the  senior 
officer  of  the  Confederate  States  Navy  in  Europe  the  information 
contained  in  the  subjoined  statement,  derived,  as  I  consider  it  to 
be,  from  a  perfectly  reliable  source.  I  shall  also  communicate  a 
copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State. 
T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Capt.  James  D.  Bulloch, 

Confederate  States  Navy,  Liverpool. 

american  vessels  at  antwerp. 

December  6,  1862. 

Washington.  Henry  (bark). 

James  Ulsmith.  Seth  Sprague. 

D.  S.  Heaton.  Conquest. 

Williard.  James  Duncan. 

Isaac  Hicks.  Martha. 
W.  S.  Morrity. 
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The  Centurion  and  Francis  P.  Sage  have  cleared  and  will  soon 
put  to  sea.  From  the  great  care  taken  to  keep  secret  the  character 
of  their  cargoes  it  is  certain  that  goods  contraband  of  war  form 
a  large  item.  The  F.  P.  Sage  has  a  large  quantity  of  lead  on  board, 
also  heavy  cloth  goods,  rice,  and  coffee.  The  Seth  Sprague  and 
Henry  will  soon  begin  taking  cargoes  on  board  for  New  York.  The 
Danish  ship  Jupiter  will  clear  eight  days  hence,  with  a  quantity  of 
lead. 

Nearly  all  the  lead  which  arrives  at  New  York  comes  from  near 
Aix-la-Chapelle  and  is  shipped  from  Antwerp.  Large  quantities 
have  been  and  are  still  being  shipped.  The  Morrity  has  just  been 
sold.  The  Martha  and  Isaac  Hicks  are  for  sale  and  could  be  bought 
cheap. 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  December  9,  1862. 
Sir:  This  Department  has  received  official  information  that  you 
exercise  the  functions  of  French  consul  at  Charleston.  As  no  exe- 
quatur has  issued  in  your  favor  from  this  Department,  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  from  you  such  explanations  on  this  subject  as  it  may 
be  in  your  power  to  give. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Baron  Dcrant  St.  Andre, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 


No.  21.  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  December  10, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  duplicates  of 
my  Nos.  18,  19,  and  20,  with  an  unofficial  letter  of  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  originals  of  which  were  sent  by  Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  Con- 
federate States  Navy,  who  sailed  from  Glasgow  about  the  15th  of 
October. 

Referring  to  my  No.  18, 1  have  to  add  that  since  its  date  I  received 
a  full  report  from  Lieutenant  Chapman,  which  leaves  little  doubt 
that  the  allegation  of  Hester,  that  Midshipman  Andrews  designed  to 
surrender  the  Sumter  to  the  enemy  was  altogether  a  fabrication;  and 
that  the  true  cause  of  the  murder  was  that  Hester  had  just  been  de- 
tected by  Andrews  in  pilfering  the  public  property  in  the  ship. 

On  the  question  of  demanding  the  prisoner  for  trial  by  the  Con- 
federate authorities,  I  have  stated  the  difficulties  that  were  pre- 
sented in  my  No.  18.  Subsequently  I  presented  the  question  fully 
for  the  advice  of  Mr.  Slidell,  and  was  happy  to  find  that  he  agreed 
with  mo  as  to  the  expediency,  or  rather  necessity,  of  leaving  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities.  T  have  thought  it 
due,  however,  as  Hester  was  a  petty  officer  in  the  Navy,  and  had  no 
means  of  providing  for  his  defense,  that  he  should  not  be  left  with- 
out some  such  provision  for  the  expenses  of  counsel  and  witnesses 
and  have  directed  Lieutenant  Chapman  accordingly. 
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In  my  No.  18,  I  stated  also  that  I  had  determined  to  have  the 
Sumter  sold,  and  the  reasons  for  it.  The  whole  subject  of  the  sale 
was  committed  to  Captain  Bulloch,  Confederate  States  Navy,  as  the 
senior  naval  officer,  and  I  learn  by  telegraph  this  morning  from 
Gibraltar  that  the  ship  has  been  sold  to  a  British  house,  the  price 
not  stated.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  will  be  turned  over  to  Captain 
Bulloch,  in  charge  of  the  naval  funds  here. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  communicate  this  dispatch  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  22.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  December  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  Keferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  19,  of  which  you  have  a  dupli- 
cate herewith,  I  have  only  to  say  that  since  its  date  I  have  taken  no 
further  steps  in  regard  to  the  plan  proposed  of  raising  money  by 
means  of  obligations  for  delivery  of  cotton.  Since  then,  however, 
Commander  Maury  of  the  Navy,  has  arrived  here  with  authority 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  obtain  money  for  the  naval  pur- 
poses committed  to  his  charge,  by  means  of  such  cotton  obligations, 
should  he  find  it  necessary  and  practicable.  He  brought  a  like  au- 
thority to  other  naval  officers  here  who  had  actual  contracts  in  course 
of  execution  for  building  ships.  I  have  also  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Spence,  of  Liverpool,  to  whom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  confided  an  agency  for  the  sale  or  other  disposition  of  the  bonds 
of  the  Confederate  States,  as  auxiliary  to  the  purposes  of  the  Navy 
Department.  These  gentlemen  have  all  freely  consulted  with  me  as 
to  the  most  advisable  course  to  be  pursued.  They  saw  at  once  the 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  that  might  arise,  by  any  separate 
action  on  their  parts  in  the  markets.  The  matter  in  relation  to  the 
sale  or  disposition  of  the  bonds  was  given  to  Mr.  Spence,  who  was 
to  act  in  consultation  with  the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool;  and  the  subject  of  the  cotton  obligations  was,  by  the 
naval  officers,  wisely,  I  think,  turned  over  to  the  agency  of  that 
house.  From  all  the  information  derived  their  impression  seemed 
to  be  that  money  could  be  more  advantageously  obtained  and  on 
better  terms,  by  means  of  the  latter  than  by  the  use  of  the  Con- 
federate bonds. 

As  a  proper  element  to  enter  into  their  deliberations,  these  gentle- 
men were  fully  apprised  of  the  proposals  made  to  the  Government 
for  a  loan  by  MM.  Erlanger  &  Cie,  bankers  of  Paris,  and  I  think 
have  resolved  to  defer  any  action  on  their  part  until  it  is  known 
whether  the  Government  accepted  those  proposals;  provided,  such 
notice  should  arrive  before  it  became  indispensably  necessary  for 
them  to  act. 

Nothing  pertaining  to  this  matter  of  obtaining  money  has,  as  you 
are  aware,  been  committed  to  me;  nor  have  I  acted  further  in  it 
than  freely  to  counsel  with  those  gentlemen  to  whom  it  has  been 
committed.     In  the  course  of  these  discussions  and  deliberations, 
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however,  it  has  become  very  manifest  that  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  better  sustained  and  its  operations  much  facilitated 
by  prescribing  a  definite  mode  in  the  management  of  all  money  oper- 
ations here ;  that  is  to  say,  that  separate  and  single  agencies  should  be 
established  for  providing  funds  in  Europe,  whether  by  the  sale  of 
Government  bonds  or  by  the  use  of  cotton  obligations  on  the  part 
of  the  Government ;  and  that  all  money  to  be  disbursed  here  should  be 
by  draft  on  such  agencies;  nor  do  I  know  of  better  hands  to  whom 
it  should  be  confided  than  where  it  now  rests — say,  to  Mr.  Spence, 
as  agent  for  the  bonds,  in  consultation  with  the  house  named  in 
Liverpool,  and  to  that  house  in  regard  to  the  cotton  bonds ;  and  per- 
haps for  additional  security  it  should  be  required  that  what  they 
might  do  in  England  should  have  the  approval  of  the  representative 
of  the  Government  here. 

I  venture  to  submit  these  suggestions  to  the  better  judgment  of 
yourself  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  would  suggest,  also,  in  this  connection  that  payments  to  all 
contractors  for  supplies  to  be  furnished  to  the  respective  Depart- 
ments should  be  referred  to  those  agencies.  It  will  be  manifest 
enough  that  if  contractors  for  supplies  to  be  furnished  are  paid  either 
in  Confederate  bonds  or  by  the  use  of  obligations  to  deliver  cotton, 
in  disposing  of  them  in  the  markets,  they  will  materially  interfere 
with  and  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  proposed  financial  agents 
of  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  1\  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  23.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  December  11, 1862. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  In  my  No.  20,  of  which  there  is  a  duplicate  here- 
with, I  spoke  of  a  cabinet  council,  called  for  the  23d  of  October,  but 
which  had  not  been  held.  Since  then  we  have  heard  of  nothing  of 
Government  action  here  in  reference  to  us,  but  the  refusal  of  the 
ministry  to  accede  to  the  proposition  made  by  France  suggesting  an 
armistice.  At  this  season  of  the  year,  as  you  are  aware,  the  public 
functionaries  are  generally  in  the  country,  and  we  hear  but  little 
from  political  circles.  I  think,  however,  events  are  maturing  which 
must  lead  to  some  change' in  the  attitude  of  England.  The  cotton 
famine  continues  still  to  extend  itself  with  apparently  gigantic 
strides,  and  the  English  people  are  exerting  themselves  through  all 
ranks  to  come  to  its  relief  by  private  contributions.  It  is  not  believed, 
however,  that  actual  starvation  can  be  kept  off  by  such  means,  and  the 
Government  must  come  in  aid. 

Parliament  is  to  meet  early  in  February,  and  if  the  question  comes 
before  it  of  supplying  means  from  the  Treasury,  a  potent  argument 
will  be  drawn  thence,  in  support  of  the  relief  that  would  be  extended, 
by  the  termination,  in  some  way,  of  the  American  war. 

Through  the  •Northern  papers  you  will  have  seen  the  successful 
cruise  of  the  Alabama  so  far  against  the  enemy's  commerce.  It  is 
alleged  that  in  some  instances  British  property  has  been  destroyed 
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on  board  the  prizes,  and  within  a  few  days  past  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  a  commercial  house  here  inclosing  one  from  Mr.  Richard 
C.  Gurney,  who  states  himself  to  be  a  British  subject,  resident  in 
New  Vork,  making  reclamation  on  the  Confederate  Government  for 
85  barrels  of  flour  alleged  to  have  been  destroyed  by  Captain  SemmeSj 
of  the  Alabama,  on  board  the  Federal  ship  Brilliant.  I  advised  the 
hou.se  here  that  the  claim  should  be  made  through  the  foreign  office, 
but  if  they  desired  it  I  would  transmit  the  papers  directly  to  my 
Government,  when  communication  between  the  two  countries  should 
be  opened. 

On  this  subject  of  the  Alabama,  there  appeared  a  late  letter  from 
Earl  Russell,  which  in  its  expressions  went  further  toward  recogni- 
tion than  anything  that  has  yet  fallen  from  him. 

It  appears  that  certain  merchants  of  Liverpool  had  made  com- 
plaint to  him  that  their  property  on  board  American  ships  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  Alabama,  and  they  asked  for  redress.  In  his 
reply,  recapitulating  their  request,  he  spoke  of  it  as  property  alleged 
to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  "Confederate  war  steamer  Alabama,'''' 
and  told  them  that  as  in  like  cases  when  neutral  property  was  de- 
stroyed by  a  belligerent  at  sea  their  redress  could  only  be  through  the 
prize  courts  of  that  belligerent. 

I  have  nothing  from  Mr.  Slidell  later  than  the  6th  instant  and 
only  the  annexed  paragraph  in  relation  to  American  affairs  in  a 
note  of  that  date. 

[Extract.] 

I  le;iru  from  tlie  affaires  etrangeres  that  M.  Mercier  expects  the  most  favor- 
able effects  from  the  Emperor's  proposition. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  note  to  furnish  further  interpretation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — I  send  you  a  few  of  the  latest  numbers  of  the  Times. 


No.  11.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  December  11,  1862. 

Sir:  The  recently  published  correspondence  between  the  cabinets 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Russia  indicates  that  the  period  is 
fast  approaching  when  the  dictates  of  reason,  justice,  and  humanity 
will  be  respected  and  our  undoubted  right  to  recognition  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation  be  acknowledged.  This  recognition  must  in  the 
nature  of  things  be  followed  by  a  speedy  peace. 

The  consideration  of  the  effects  which  will  be  produced  by  this 
event  on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  Confederacy  evokes  deep 
solicitude,  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  the  in- 
structions of  your  Government  on  this  important  subject. 

It  is  necessary  to  keep  in  view  the  very  exceptional  condition  in 
which  the  present  war  has  placed  the  Confederate  States  in  order 
to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  probable  results  of  the  renewal  of 
peaceful  relations  between  the  belligerents. 
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The  almost  total  cessation  of  external  commerce  for  the  last  two 
years  has  produced  the  complete  exhaustion  of  the  supply  of  all 
articles  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture;  and  it  is  but  a  moderate 
computation  to  estimate  the  imports  into  the  Confederacy  at 
$300,000,000  for  the  first  six  months  which  will  ensue  after  the 
treaty  of  peace.  The  articles  which  will  meet  with  most  ready 
sale  (and  in  enormous  quantities)  as  soon  as  our  country  is  open  to 
commerce,  are  textile  fabrics,  whether  of  wool,  cotton,  or  flax;  iron 
and  steel  and  articles  manufactured  from  them  in  all  their  varieties; 
leather,  and  manufactures  of,  such  as  shoes,  boots,  saddlery,  harness, 
etc.;  clothing  of  all  kinds;  glass,  crockery;  the  products  of  the  vine, 
whether  wines,  brandies,  or  liquors ;  silks  and  all  fabrics  of  silk ;  hats, 
caps,  etc.,  the  large  class  of  commodities  known  as  "  articles  de 
Paris  " ;  the  "  comestibles  "  of  France,  including  not  only  preserved 
meats,  game  and  fish,  but  fruits,  vegetables,  confectionery,  and  sweet 
meats;  salt,  drugs;  chemicals;  stationery;  manufactures  of  brass, 
lead,  pewter,  tin,  together  with  an  innumerable  variety  of  other 
articles  of  less  importance. 

In  exchange  for  these  importations  we  have  to  offer  the  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  naval  stores  accumulated  in  the  Confederacy.  They 
are  of  much  larger  value,  even  at  half  their  present  prices,  than  the 
amount  of  importations  estimated  as  above  for  the  first  six  months ; 
indeed  I  feel  confident  that  at  one-third  the  present  European  prices 
for  our  staples  we  have  exchangeable  value  for  the  whole  $300,000,000 
in  these  three  enumerated  articles,  independently  of  rice,  ship  timber, 
and  other  productions  of  the  field  and  the  forest.  It  must,  however, 
be  admitted  as  not  improbable  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  these 
accumulated  products  may  be  destroyed  by  us  in  order  to  avoid  their 
seizure  by  the  enemy  in  such  portions  of  the  country  as  may  become 
readily  accessible  to  their  gunboats  during  the  approaching  season 
of  high-water.  This  necessity  is  imposed  on  us,  as  you  are  aware,  by 
the  fact  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  pay  no  respect  to 
private  property  even  if  neutrals  or  non-combatants,  but  appropriate 
to  themselves  every  article  of  movable  property  that  they  can  reach 
in  any  part  of  our  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  exasperation  of  feeling  against  the  United 
States  now  prevalent  in  the  Confederacy,  no  statesman  can  fail  to 
perceive  that  on  the  restoration  of  peace  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  present  belligerents  must  necessarily  be  placed 
on  such  a  basis  as  to  accord  to  each  other  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  conceded  to  friendly  nations  in  general.  It  is  scarcely 
to  be  supposed  that  a  treaty  of  peace  could  be  concluded  that  should 
leave  it  optional  to  either  party  to  wage  a  war  of  hostile  tariffs  or 
special  restrictions  against  the  other;  nor  would  such  a  state  of 
things  be  desirable,  if  possible,  for  it  would  be  manifestly  in- 
compatible with  the  maintenance  of  permanent  peaceful  relations.  It 
must  be  conceded,  therefore,  that  the  final  cessations  of  hostilities 
will  open  to  the  United  States  access  to  the  markets  of  the  Con- 
federacy as  free  as  that  which  may  be  conceded  to  European  nations 
in  general. 

In  view  of  this  condition  of  affairs  it  is  not  difficult  to  predict  the 
probable  results  in  the  commerce  of  the  Confederacy  which  will  be 
immediately  developed  unless  prevented  by  some  counteracting  in- 
fluence. 
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1.  The  first  consequence  to  be  anticipated  is  that  our  land  will  be 

fiervaded  by  the  agents  of  the  Northern  merchants  who  will  monopo- 
ize  those  products  of  the  South  from  which  Europe  has  been  so  long 
debarred  and  which  are  so  needful  to  its  prosperity.  The  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  naval  stores  of  the  South  will  become  at  once  the  prize  of 
Northern  cupidity  and  will  only  reach  Europe  after  having  paid 
heavy  profits  to  these  forestalled. 

Nor  will  the  amount  of  the  profits  exacted  be  the  only  loss  entailed 
in  Europe.  The  purchase  of  the  raw  material  at  lower  cost  would 
give  to  the  manufacturers  of  New  England  an  advantage  over  their 
European  rivals  much  more  important  than  the  mere  original  excess 
of  outlay  to  which  the  latter  would  be  subjected. 

2.  Such  are. the  necessities  of  our  people,  and  so  eager  will  be  their 
desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  for  procuring  com- 
modities which  they  have  cheerfully  foregone  as  long  as  privation 
was  the  price  of  liberty,  that  it  will  be  nearly  impossible  to  prevent 
the  enormous  demand  for  necessary  supplies  from  being  satisfied 
almost  exclusively  by  the  North,  which  will  avail  itself  of  its  close 
proximity  to  preoccupy  so  inviting  a  field  of  richly  remunerative 
commerce. 

3.  The  current  of  trade  will  thus  at  the  very  outset  of  our  cause 
continue  to  flow  in  its  ancient  channels,  which  will  ever  be  deepened, 
and  our  commerce  with  Europe  instead  of  becoming  direct  to  mutual 
advantage,  as  for  years  we  have  desired,  will  remain  tributary  to  an 
intermediary.  The  difficulty  of  diverting  trade  from  an  established 
channel  has  become  proverbial,  and  in  our  case  the  difficulty  would 
be  enhanced  by  the  causes  just  indicated. 

These  contingencies  can  not  be  contemplated  without  deep  con- 
cern. During  the  whole  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Southern 
States  their  pursuits  have  been  almost  exclusively  agricultural ;  they 
possess  scarcely  the  semblance  of  commercial  marine;  nor  can  they 
hope  to  acquire  one  sufficient  for  the  exchange  of  their  products  till 
after  the  lapse  of  a  number  of  years ;  and  a  still  longer  period  must 
intervene  before  they  can  expect  to  provide  by  their  own  manufac- 
ture a  supply  of  many  articles  of  necessary  consumption.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  difficulties  necessarily  inherent  under  any  circumstances 
in  the  task  of  creating  the  navigation  and  manufactures  required  for 
a  population  of  over  ten  millions  of  people,  there  exist  in  the  South 
obstacles  resulting  from  the  education,  habits,  tastes,  and  interests 
of  its  citizens.  For  generations  they  have  been  educated  to  prefer 
agricultural  to  other  pursuits,  and  this  preference  owes  its  origin  to 
the  fertility  of  their  soil  and  the  genial  influence  of  their  climate, 
which  render  those  pursuits  not  only  more  attractive  to  their  tastes 
but  more  lucrative  than  those  of  the  manufacturer  or  the  seaman.  It 
is  certain,  therefore,  that  for  many  years  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
Confederacy,  both  foreign  and  coastwise,  will  be  conducted  and  its 
supplies  of  manufactured  articles  will  be  furnished  by  foreign  coun- 
tries in  exchange  for  the  products  of  its  soil. 

It  is  the  most  earnest  desire  of  this  Government  and  people  that  a 
commerce  so  large  and  profitable  as  that  which  they  tender  to  man- 
kind shall  not  be  monopolized  by  the  United  States  and  that  a  direct 
trade  with  Europe  shall  furnish  to  us  all  articles,  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  that  Continent.     They  are  well  aware  that  from 
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proximity  the  Northern  States  possess  a  natural  advantage  over 
any  European  rival  for  much  of  our  trade,  but  the  value  of  their 
political  independence  would  in  their  estimation  be  greatly  impaired 
if  the  result  of  the  war  should  leave  them  in  commercial  dependence 
by  giving  to  those  States  the  additional  enormous  advantage  arising 
out  of  the  present  exceptional  condition  of  the  South.  Unless  some 
preventive  measures  be  adopted  the  exchanges  of  the  South  for 
staples  accumulated  during  the  two  years  of  the  war  will  be  prac- 
tically effected  during  the  first  two  months  of  peace,  and  will  inure 
to  the  almost  exclusive  benefit  of  that  power  whose  wicked  aggres- 
sions have  already  entailed  so  much  misery  and  distress  not  only  on 
ourselves  but  on  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  refrain  from  the  reflection  that  conse- 
quences so  hostile  to  the  interests  of  Europe,  as  well  as  our  own,  have 
been  produced  by  a  policy  on  the  part  of  certain  European  powers 
in  disregard  of  the  plainest  dictates  of  international  law,  as  well  as 
of  implied  promises  to  ourselves.  If  Europe  had  asserted  its  unques- 
tioned right  to  resist  a  predatory  cruise  carried  on  against  its  com- 
merce on  3,000  miles  of  our  coast  by  the  ships  of  the  Tinted  States, 
under  pretext  of  a  blockade  of  our  ports,  we  should  not  now  be  en- 
gaged in  an  effort  to  avert  the  disastrous  effects  to  European  interests 
which  must  be  anticipated  from  the  causes  above  pointed  out.  Our 
markets  would  not  now  be  denuded  of  all  supplies  of  European  com- 
modities, and  on  the  restoration  of  peace  the  North  would  possess 
in  the  competition  for  our  commerce  none  of  the  abnormal  advan- 
tages which  we  now  seek  to  neutralize.  It  is  far  from  our  purpose  in 
the  expression  of  this  view  to  indulge  in  vain  recriminations,  but  the 
suggestion  is  made  in  the  hope  that  neutral  nations  will  be  induced 
not  only  by  a  regard  to  their  own  interests  but  by  the  higher  obliga- 
tions of  justice  and  duty  to  cooperate  in  the  endeavor  to  obviate  any 
further  ill  effects  of  a  policy  which  experience  now  justifies  us  in 
pronouncing  to  have  been  at  least  unwise. 

What  are  the  practical  measures  which  can  be  devised  for  this 
purpose?  What  can  be  done  to  prevent  consequences  which  we 
frankly  avow  would  be  considered  by  us  as  a  national  calamity,  as 
well  as  a  source  of  deep  mortification  ?  The  difficulties  are  great,  but 
not  perhaps  insurmountable,  especially  if  you  can  succeed  in  exciting 
the  solicitude  of  the  court  to  which  you  are  accredited  and  awaken- 
ing it  to  the  magnitude  of  the  interest  of  neutral  nations  involved  in 
the  subject.  It  is  one  which  our  position  has  forced  upon  our  atten- 
tion and  which  it  is  not  unnatural  to  suppose  has  been  considered  by 
us  with  more. care  than  by  those  less  intimately  conversant  with  the 
state  of  affairs  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Without  therefore 
restricting  you  as  to  the  adoption  of  any  other  measures  that  may 
be  proposed,  or  may  occur  to  your  mind,  you  are  instructed  to  urge 
the  different  points,  which  I  now  proceed  to  suggest. 

1.  In  order  to  prevent  the  monopoly  by  the  Northern  States  of  the 
accumulated  staples  now  held  by  our  people,  no  measure  seems  less 
objectionable  nor  more  appropriate  than  to  encourage  the  merchants 
of  neutral  nations  to  purchase  in  advance  these  products  and  to  leave 
them  here  in  depot  till  the  ports  are  opened. 

This  course  would  already  have  been  adopted  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  (as  I  am  aware  from  numerous  applications  made  to  this  de- 
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partment)  if  the  staples  thus  purchased  could  be  guaranteed  against 
destruction  by  the  respective  belligerents.  The  remedy  for  this 
seems  to  be  very  simple  and  entirely  within  the  reach  of  neutral 
powers,  but  they  have  hitherto,  for  reasons  doubtless  satisfactory  to 
themselves,  but  which  we  are  unable  to  conjecture,  declined  to 
adopt  it. 

The  case  stands  thus :  In  the  language  of  Mr.  Phillimore,  "  There  is 
no  more  unquestionable  proposition  of  international  law  than  the 
proposition  that  neutral  States  are  entitled  to  carry  on,  upon  their 
own  account,  a  trade  MTith  a  belligerent."  The  United  States,  how- 
ever, do  not  concern  themselves  witli  unquestionable  propositions  of 
international  law,  nor  have  they  even  affected  during  the  present  war 
to  refrain  from  any  exercise  of  power  against  neutrals  which  seemed 
to  offer  the  slightest  momentary  advantage.  General  Butler  still 
continues  to  imprison  and  rob  indiscriminately  foreign  merchants 
and  native  citizens  of  New  Orleans ;  and  in  no  place  where  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  penetrate  is  there  a  moment's  hesitation  in  ap- 
propriating any  neutral  property  to  their  use. 

The  universal  robbery  by  the  enemy  of  all  private  property  forced 
upon  this  Government  the  necessity  of  destroying  everything  move- 
able as  fast  as  it  became  exposed  to  immediate  danger  of  pillage.  In 
this  state  of  the  case,  the  Department  was  addressed  bj'  agents  of 
foreign  merchants  desirous  of  purchasing  our  staples  and  storing 
them  until  peace  should  be  restored  with  the  request  that  special  in- 
structions should  be  given  to  exempt  from  such  destruction  the  prop- 
erty thus  purchased.  This  Government  could  have  no  possible  mo- 
tive for  destroying  neutral  property,  but  every  dictate  of  policy  coun- 
selled, on  the  contrary,  that  we  should  protect  it.  We  could  not  con- 
sent, however,  that  neutral  property  should  be  seized  by  the  enemy 
and  converted  to  his  use,  for  we  would  thus  have  been  supplying  him 
with  the  means  of  continuing  hostilities  against  ourselves.  The  effect 
of  such  action  on  our  part  may  be  readily  illustrated.  Cotton  is 
worth  at  least  $200  a  bale  in  specie  in  the  United  States  and  not  more 
than  one-fifth  of  that  sum  in  the  Confederacy.  Thus  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  only  100,000  bales  of  cotton  belonging  to  neutrals  should  be 
seized  and  appropriated  by  the  United  States,  they  would  be  provided 
with  $20,000,000  in  specie,  and  if  called  on  to  respond  in  damages  by 
neutral  powers  would  seek  to  escape  responsibility  and  perhaps  suc- 
ceed in  so  doing,  by  reimbursing  to  the  neutral  owners  after  some 
years  of  diplomatic  correspondence,  the  fifth  of  that  sum  as  being  the 
value  of  the  cotton  at  the  time  and  place  of  its  seizure.  The  simplest 
instincts  of  self-defense  required  us  to  defeat  such  machinations,  and 
this  Department  therefore  made  answer  to  the  applications  of  neutral 
merchants  that  this  Government  would  protect  their  property  against 
destruction,  upon  receiving  any  satisfactory  assurance  from  their 
own  Governments  that  the  property  would  be  effectually  protected 
against  seizure  and  appropriation  by  the  enemy,  if  it  fell  into  his 
hands.  This  answer  seems  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  her  Britannic  Majesty  by  different  British  consuls  and  to 
liave  elicited  a  reply  to  which  extensive  publicity  was  given.  This 
reply  dated  the  10th  August,  1862,  was  signed  by  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  charge  d'affaires  at  Washington,  is  confined  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  right  of  this  Government  to  act  in  the  manner 
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already  mentioned,  but  omits  giving  to  British  subjects  any  assurance 
of  protection  against  spoliation  by  the  United  States.  No  action  on 
the  subject  has  been  taken  by  any  other  neutral  power,  if  we  are  fully 
informed,  and  the  whole  matter  seems  res  integra  so  far  as  the  present 
inquiry  is  concerned,  for  it  is  impossible  to  interpret  the  mere  silence 
of  the  British  cabinet  on  this  point  as  an  abandonment  of  the  right  of 
protecting  British  subjects  against  unlawful  spoliation. 

2.  In  order  to  prevent  the  United  States  from  preoccupying  for 
their  exclusive  benefit  the  market  for  foreign  merchandise  which 
the  South  will  present  as  soon  as  peace  is  declared,  several  sugges- 
tions occur. 

It  would,  in  the  first  place,  seem  not  to  be  impracticable  for  the 
several  European  Governments,  pending  the  negotiations  which  must 
necessarily  precede  the  final  settlement  of  the  terms  of  a  treaty,  to 
devise  some  means  for  communicating  in  advance  to  their  merchants 
the  assured  conviction  of  an  early  renewal  of  commerce  with  the 
Confederacy,  and  to  encourage  the  formation  in  their  West  India 
colonies  of  large  depots  of  the  supplies  known  to  be  needed  here, 
ready  for  immediate  introduction  into  the  Confederacy.  Such 
measures,  accompanied  by  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
speediest  transmission  to  these  depots  of  the  news  of  the  opening  of 
commerce,  would  aid  to  some  extent  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  desired.  A  large  number  of  the  merchant  ships  required  for 
the  transportation  of  these  supplies  would  also  meet  with  ready  sale 
in  the  ports  of  the  Confederacy,  especially  if  screw  steamers  suitable 
for  future  direct  trade  with  Europe  or  for  Government  transport 
ships.  And  the  efficacy  of  this  measure  would  be  greatly  increased 
if  accompanied  by  the  prompt  operation  of  one  or  more  lines  of 
steamers  between  European  and  Southern  ports. 

But  the  only  effective  remedy  for  preventing  Northern  monopoly 
and  for  neutralizing  the  unjust  advantages  which  the  United  States, 
at  the  expense  of  Europe,  would  seek  to  secure  from  their  violent 
infractions  of  international  law,  would  be  to  place  the  Confederacy 
in  the  same  condition  relative  to  foreign  supplies  as  was  occupied 
by  it  prior  to  the  declaration  of  the  blockade  of  the  entire  coast, 
a  declaration  which  for  the  first  time  in  history  has  been  respected 
as  legal  by  neutral  powers.  To  this  end  no  measure  seems  better 
adapted  than  that  proposed  by  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  France  to 
the  cabinets  of  Great  Britain  and  Russia  in  the  correspondence 
already  adverted  to.  An  armistice  for  six  months  "  during  which 
every  act  of  war,  direct  or  indirect,  should  provisionally  cease  on 
sea  as  well  as  on  land  "  would  give  to  European  powers  that  oppor- 
tunity which  justice  demands  for  placing  within  the  Confederacy 
the  supplies  and  making  the  purchases  that  would  long  since  have 
been  effected  but  for  the  unjust  interference  by  the  United  States 
with  neutral  rights,  and  thus  enforce  against  that  aggressive  power 
the  rule  of  universal  equity  that  none  shall  be  allowed  to  profit  by 
their  own  misdeeds.  Neutral  nations  would  thus  be  reintegrated  in 
the  possession  of  their  "  unquestionable "  right  to  "  trade  for  their 
own  account  with  a  belligerent,"  and  upon  the  final  cessation  of 
hostilities  would  enter  into  the  competition  for  our  trade  then  open 
to  the  world,  upon  conditions  approximating  equality  with  the 
North,  a  result  eminently  desirable  for  the  common  interest  of  all, 
and  scarcely  attainable  in  any  other  manner. 
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Even  if  the  blockade  were  continued  during  an  armistice,  the 
object  desired  could  be  greatly  promoted.  The  cessation  of  our 
foreign  commercial  intercourse  has  been  caused  not  by  the  blockade 
of  our  ports,  but  by  a  general  cruise  on  the  coast  against  all  neutral 
commerce,  and  the  seizure  of  neutral  vessels  bound  to  points  where 
not  a  blockader  was  ever  stationed.  We  have  now  numerous  ports 
where  there  is  not  a  single  blockading  vessel,  but  no  neutral  trader 
dares  sail  for  there  for  fear  of  capture  on  the  high  seas  by  the 
Federal  cruisers.  If  Europe,  even  at  this  late  date,  would  put 
an  effectual  stop  to  this  outrage  on  its  rights  of  trade  with  a  bel- 
ligerent, we  would  soon  be  so  well  supplied  with  her  manufac- 
tures and  she  would  obtain  so  large  a  supply  of  our  staples  as 
would  effectually  deprive  the  North  of  the  profits  it  hopes  to  reap 
by  the  unprecedented  acquiescence  of  all  nations  in  its  interdict 
against  their  trade  with  us.  In  the  event  of  an  armistice,  the  cruise 
against  neutral  vessels  could  not,  of  course,  be  continued,  even  if  the 
blockade  were  respected  in  ports  where  a  blockading  torce  is  sta- 
tioned. 

You  are  instructed  to  furnish  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  at  the 
earliest  moment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 


Secretary  of  State. 
[Letter  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris.] 


Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  December  12,  1862. 

Sir:  My  last  dispatch  was  under  date  of  the  12th  ultimo  per  Kate, 
since  which  your  communication  of  the  2d  October  is  to  hand.  It 
was  delayed  by  being  sent  to  Bermuda,  thence  to  St.  Thomas, 
Havana,  and  this  place,  where  it  reached  me  on  the  24th  ultimo, 
together  with  a  package  containing  dispatches  for  our  minister  at 
London. 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions  I  addressed  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell, 
and'  Mann  on  the  1st  instant,  acquainting  them  your  wish  to 
have  their  dispatches  directed  in  future  to  me.  These  communica- 
tions went  by  the  Bonita,  together  with  the  dispatch  for  Mr.  Mason, 
which  I  confided  to  the  care  of  Major  Pierson  of  the  Confederate 
Army.  I  shall  send  duplicates  of  these  letters  by  the  closed  mail 
of  the  22d  instant. 

I  have  addressed  the  War  Department  at  length  in  connection  with 
the  state  of  affairs  at  Bermuda,  and  the  probability  that  the  Govern- 
ment property  now  there  and  to  be  expected  may  be  delayed  by  the 
scarcity  of  steamers  to  transship  it  to  the  Confederate  States. 
Mr.  S.  G.  Porter,  Government  agent  at  Bermuda,  arrived  here  on 
the  Herald  (now  Antonica)  from  Charleston,  and  has  been  delayed 
in  his  journey  by  sickness.  Having  recovered  his  health,  he  char- 
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tered  a  schooner  to  take  him  to  his  destination,  but  has  again  been 
detained  for  several  days  by  stormy  weather,  which  made  it  impos- 
sible for  the  vessel  to  proceed.  He  will  get  off,  however,  latest  by 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  I  have  had  a  full  consultation  with  him 
in  reference  to  the  object  of  his  mission,  and  being  posted  as  to  the 
destination  of  the  steamers  expected  from  England  I  find  that  he 
is  likely  to  be  thwarted  in  his  endeavors  to  send  home  the  Govern- 
ment property.  Mr.  George  Wigg,  formerly  of  New  Orleans,  an 
intimate  friend  of  mine,  is  now  here  and  expects  several  steamers 
shortly.  The  Antonica,  an  lH-knot  screw,  sailed  on  the  3d  ultimo 
for  St.  Thomas,  and  instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  captain  to 
go  to  Havana,  there  take  a  pilot  and  proceed  to  Mobile.  She  has  a 
valuable  cargo,  comprising  in  part  80  tons  of  powder,  22,000  pairs 
of  shoes,  blankets,  etc.  The  Pearl  and  Eagle,  two  very  fast  light 
paddle  wheels,  not  drawing  more  than  6J  feet,  and  16  to  18  miles 
speed,  are  expected  here  daily.  The  Thistle,  a  very  fast  14-mile 
screw,  is  looked  for  in  eight  days.  A  new  and  splendid  screw,  car- 
rying 700  tons  cargo,  and  with  a  builder's  guaranty  to  run  14  knots 
under  a  penalty  of  £5,000,  will  be  here  latest  by  the  20th  proximo. 
Two  others  are  now  in  process  of  construction,  besides  which  Alex. 
Collie  &  Co.,  of  Manchester,  and  the  Lawrences,  of  Liverpool,  are 
sending  out  several  boats  to  be  controlled  by  George  Wigg,  but  with 
the  understanding  that  they  are  to  run  from  here,  Bermuda  being 
deemed  objectionable  in  consequence  of  the  increased  distance  to 
the  coast  requiring  forty-eighth  hours  more  coal  and  thus  shut- 
ting out  so  much  room  for  cargo.  Mr.  Wigg  is  entirely  averse 
to  letting  any  of  his  boats  go  to  Bermuda  unless  at  a  compen- 
sating rate  of  freight  which  would  be  inadmissible,  but  is  willing 
and  most  anxious  to  accord  every  preference  to  Government 
for  cargo  from  here.  Such  being  the  case  I  have  informed  Mr. 
Porter  that  the  interests  of  the  Government  might  possibly  require 
the  diversion  to  this  place  of  a  portion  of  the  Government  property, 
especially  if  on  his  arrival  at  Bermuda  he  should  find  a  vessel  from 
England  that  had  not  yet  broken  bulk.  Capt.  Malcolm,  of 
H.  M.  S.  Barracouta,  the  commander  of  the  naval  station  here,  in 
answer  to  a  direct  inquiry  on  my  part,  has  assured  me  that  the 
Federal  cruisers  have  received  explicit  instructions  from  their  Navy 
Department  not  to  molest  vessels  bound  from  a  neutral  to  a  neutral 
port,  even  if  laden  with  munitions  of  war,  unless  the  course  of  the 
vessel  should  indicate  a  reasonable  suspicion  that  she  intended 
breaking  the  blockade.  He  pronounces  a  seizure  under  the  circum- 
stances to  be  wholly  illegal.  This  removes  the  most  prominent  source 
of  apprhension  and,  from  the  explanations  thus  given,  you  may 
judge  how  far  I  felt  justified  in  counseling  a  course  of  action  not 
anticipated  in  Richmond. 

I  am  aware  that  these  matters  do  not  come  within  the  purview  of 
your  department,  but  as  they  possess  an  interest  common  to  every 
branch  of  the  Government  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  present  them 
to  your  consideration. 

In.  the  course  of  the  next  six  weeks  we  expect  shipments  of  over 
100.000  pairs  of  shoes,  besides  quantities  of  blankets  and  woolens. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  get  these  in  speedily. 
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I  have  sent  some  supplies  by  the  Antonica  and  Leopard,  the  latter 
to  leave  in  two  or  three  days. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyliger. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


Richmond,  December  13,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  resolved  upon  taking  the  long,  safe  route  via  Mata- 
moras,  leaving  at  5  o'clock  to-morrow  evening.  I  shall  be  greatly 
obliged  if  you  will  allow  my  son,  Major  Reid  Sanders,  to  take  the 
shorter  route  via  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  go  to  London  at  my  expense. 
I  give  him  full  power  and  instructions  to  prevent  any  delays  in  the 
construction  of  the  iron-plated  vessels  under  my  contract;  also  as 
to  dispatching  the  dispatch  boats  under  my  contract  with  your 
Department.  My  first  object  is  to  hasten  the  execution  of  my  con- 
tract with  the  Government. 

Without  accident,  T  will  meet  him  at  Halifax  on  his  return  from 
Europe,  and  he  will  take  charge  of  the  first  dispatch  for  you  after 
my  arrival  at  Halifax. 
Very  respect f idly, 

Geo.  N.  Sanders. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Department  or  State, 
Richmond,  December  13,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  services  having  been  placed  at  the  disposition  of  this 
Department  by  the  Department  of  War,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  inform  you  that  a  furlough  of  ninety  days  is  hereby 
granted  you  in  order  to  enable  you  to  go  to  Europe  and  thence  to 
Halifax.  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  contract  of  your  father,  Mr.  George  X.  Sanders,  for  the  de- 
livery of  dispatches.  It  is  expressly  understood  that  in  thus  going  to 
Europe  you  will  defray  your  own  expenses.  Your  furlough  will 
begin  on  the  14th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

L.  Q.  Washington, 
Major  Reid  Sanders,  Present.  Chief  Clerk. 


Nassau,  December  13,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Antonica  is  about  to  leave.     I  have  just  had  access  to  a 
New  York  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  from  a  trustworthy  source,  which 
says :  "  The  attack  on  Charleston  will  be  made  about  the  holidays  by 
four  ironclads.     This  news  has  not  got  into  the  papers." 

Please  communicate  this  to  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  and 
oblige, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

L.  Heyligee. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 
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December  15,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  British  ships  of  war  Melpomene,  Cadmus,  and 
Petrel  have  been  sent  to  Charleston  to  watch  proceedings.     I  learn 
again  that  the  attack  is  to  be  made  in  Christmas  week. 

The  British  frigates  Immortalite  and   Orlando  are  stationed  at 
Matamoras,  and  the  Rinaldo  and  Vesuvius  at  New  Orleans. 
In  haste,  yours, 

L.  Heyliger. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Richmond. 


No.  16.]  Havana,  December  18, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  his  Excellency  the 
Captain-General  Dulce  arrived  at  Havana  on  the  8th  instant  and 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  superior  governor  of  Cuba  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  on  which  day,  at  12  o'clock,  as  is  usual,  the  several  consuls 
general  and  consuls  resident  at  Havana  called  to  pay  their  respects 
to  him.  Their  reception  was  not  satisfactory  to  anyone  of  them,  as 
I  learned  from  several  of  the  gentlemen  themselves,  whose  Govern- 
ments are  on  the  most  friendly  relations  with  Spain.  At  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  same  day,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  Captain- 
General  Serrano,  I  called  to  be  presented  to  General  Dulce,  I  con- 
fess with  great  anxiety  as  to  the  manner  of  my  reception,  being 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  keeping  the  ports  of  Cuba  open  to 
our  vessels  of  war  and  commerce  as  during  the  administration  of 
General  Serrano.  Fortunately,  I  met  the  duchess  (wife  of  General 
Serrano)  on  the  palace  steps  being  escorted  to  her  carriage  by  the 
new  captain-general,  who  received  me  with  her  usual  courtesy  and 
presented  me  to  General  Dulce,  who  took  me  to  the  drawing-room, 
where  General  Serrano  met  me  in  the  most  cordial  manner  and 
repeated  the  introduction.  Though  a  large  number  of  guests  were 
present,  General  Serrano  drew  General  Dulce  with  myself  aside, 
where  we  conversed  for  half  an  hour.  In  the  course  of  the  conversa- 
tion General  Serrano  said :  "  My  hands  are  now  untied.  I  am  a  free 
man,  free  to  say  what  I  think  and  feel.  My  heart  and  soul  are  with 
you  in  your  struggle  for  independence.  I  go  to  Spain  as  your  min- 
ister, will  do  all  in  my  power  to  cause  your  Government  to  be  recog- 
nized." I  then  said  :  "  General,  may  I  communicate  the  substance  of 
this  conversation  to  my  Government? "  He  replied:  "  Yes;  let  your 
noble  President  and  people  know  that  my  heart  is  with  them,  but 
be  careful  that  your  dispatch  does  not  fall  into  wrong  hands."  He 
then  turned  to  General  Dulce  and  said :  "As  I  have  told  yOu,  I  have 
promised  Mr.  Helm  that  the  doors  of  this  palace  should  be  open  to 
him  during  your  residence  here,  as  they  have  been  during  mine,  and 
that  you  would  hear  him  whenever  lie' presented  himself."  General 
Dulce  then  extended  his  hand  to  me  and  said,  "  If  we  are  not  friends, 
it  will  not  be  my  fault,  but  be  careful."  When  General  Serrano 
said,  in  an  emphatic  manner,  "I  guarantee  that  he  will  never  do 
anything  to  embarrass  you,  and  I  have  promised  him  that  you  will 
pursue  the  same  course  toward  his  country  and  people  that  I  have 
done;  I  have  already  said  much  to  you  on  the  subject,  but  will 
to-morrow  explain  many  things  which  you  must  understand."    He 
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then  turned  to  me  and  said,  "  General  Dulce's  hands  are  now  tied 
as  mine  were  on  yesterday,  but  lie  is  as  much  with  you  as  I  am."  I 
soon  afterwards  took  leave  of  them,  saying  to  General  Dulce  that  I 
would  call  when  he  had  recovered  from  the  fatigues  of  his  long 
journey  and  talk  to  him  about  the  affairs  of  my  country.  I  have  been 
thus  minute  in  describing  my  first  interview  with  General  Dulce 
and  my  last  with  the  noble  Serrano  for  the  reason  that  I  believed 
the  President  and  yourself  would  be  interested  in  it  for  the  bearing  it 
may  have  on  the  future  of  our  country.  General  Serrano's  departure 
was  celebrated  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  35.]  25  Rue  Royale,  Brussels,  December  18, 

Sir  :  The  proposal  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  for  an  armistice 
has,  it  appears,  been  received  in  the  United  States  with  unqualified 
disfavor.  I  was  quite  confident  that  this  would  occur.  The  Demo- 
crats dared  not,  as  a  party,  give  it  their  sanction.  They  were  too 
astute  to  put  themselves  in  a  position  which  would  have  been  con- 
sidered one  of  downright  hostility  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
That  which  I  believe  they  would  have  rejoiced  secretly  at  beholding, 
was  the  unconditional  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the 
Governments  of  Europe.  This  would  have  made  them  potent,  if 
not  irresistible  in  promptly  arresting  the  bellicose  propensities  of 
the  Lincoln  concern.  They  could  have  justly  taken  the  high  ground 
that  our  independence  was  regarded  by  civilized  nations  as  an  ac- 
complished indisputable  fact,  and  that  it  was  wearying  universal 
public  reason  longer  to  war  for  the  reestablishment  of  the  Union. 

If  the  honest  counsels  of  King  Leopold  had  prevailed,  if  the 
thought  that  was  uppermost  in  his  mind  had  been  accepted  by  Louis 
Napoleon,  I  believe  that  by  this  time  we  might  have  gone  safely  into 
winter  quarters,  from  thence  never  to  emerge  to  enter  the  battlefield. 
When  I  learned  that  a  proposal  for  an  armistice  was  substituted  for 
a  matter-of-fact  measure  I  saw  and  sorrowed  silently  over  the  ter- 
mination of  the  hopes  which  I  indulged  for  such  a  benign  result. 
The  advantages  that  had  been  secured  in  our  interests  in  the  recent 
elections,  it  was  quite  apparent  to  my  mind  would  be  neutralized, 
temporarily  at  least,  by  an  offer  which  the  triumphant  party  was 
unprepared  to  espouse. 

Now  what  is  to  be  done  to  recover  the  ground  which  has  been  lost? 
The  question  is  not  easy  of  solution.  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that 
Seward  has  assumed  insolent  language,  made  up  of  threats,  against 
this  Government,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  a  Navy  and  ample  coast 
defenses,  it  would  be  deemed  rashness  for  Belgium  to  formally  take 
the  initiative  in  our  acknowledgment.  To  obviate  this  difficulty  I 
am  anxious  to  get  an  understanding  between  the  European  powers 
and  States,  that  they  shall  indicate  to  the  King  of  the  Belgians  as 
their  doyen  their  desire  for  our  recognition,  and  that  if  he  will  agree 
to  set  the  example,  they  will   immediately  emulate  it  and   share 
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with  him  any  consequences  which  may  grow  out  of  the  procedure. 
With  the  best  will  imaginable  of  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  this  is 
as  much  as  he  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  do. 

It  is  plainly  manifest  that  all  Europe  is  becoming  intensely  anx- 
ious to  see  an  end  of  the  war.  The  Governments  thereof  have  but 
one  duty  internationally  to  perform  in  behalf  of  such  a  consumma- 
tion. That  is  to  recognize  a  palpable  existing  fact — the  independence 
of  the  Confederate  States.  They  left  off  in  acknowledging  us  as  a 
belligerent.  There  is  no  place  at  which  they  can  properly  recom- 
mence but  in  acknowledging  us  as  an  independent  power.  Then, 
if  peace  do  not  ensue,  it  is  for  them  to  determine  their  manner  of 
action  for  hastening  it.  But  we  must  be  treated  as  the  equal  of  our 
enemy,  in  all  respects,  as  a  member  of  the  family  of  nations  before 
we  can  be  treated  with  by  any  power.  We  have  achieved  our  title 
to  independence  as  no  people  ever  achieved  their  title  before,  and  we 
are  assuredly  deserving  of  incomparably  more  consideration  by  all 
well-intentioned  countries  than  our  faithless,  merciless,  remorseless 
enemy.  Justice  and  humanity  emphatically  demand  that  we  should 
be  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  such  consideration,  but  interest  and  fear 
(the  most  powerful  of  motives)  seem  obstinately  to  have  forbidden  it. 

But  let  Great  Britain  and  France  beware.  The  hour  of  retribu- 
tion for  their  flagrant  wrong  in  withholding  from  us  that  to  which 
we  have  been  so  long  preeminently  entitled  is  rapidly  approaching. 
In  view  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the  operatives  an  influential 
and  intelligent  Englishman  remarked  to  me  while  I  was  in  London: 
"After  all  there  was  more  truth  than  fancy  in  the  assertion  of  the 
Carolinians  when  they  seceded  that  '  Cotton  was  king.'  Where  and 
when  is  the  destituting  power  of  this  sovereign  to  cease.  There  can 
be  no  circumscription  to  his  operations  while  the  American  war 
continues." 

A  year  ago  I  did  not  consider  recognition  as  the  most  important 
object  to  be  secured  in  this  hemisphere.  After  our  recognition  as 
a  belligerent  that  which  I  most  desired  was  a  disregard  of  the  block- 
ade of  our  ports  by  the  western  powers.  I  was  encouraged  to  believe 
that  this  could  scarcely  fail  to  occur  between  the  1st  of  November 
and  the  1st  of  March  last,  inasmuch  as  such  blockade  had  signally 
failed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Paris  declaration. 

While  I  was  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  this  well-founded  expectation 
intelligence  of  the  outrage  upon  the  Trent  was  received  in  Europe. 
It  arrived  in  London  about  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
November  (1861).  In  about  three  hours  afterwards  the  Admiralty 
officer  of  that  vessel  was  with  Lord  Palmerston.  Three  hours  later 
I  was  visited  by  a  friend  of  high  rank  who  was  in  the  most  confiden- 
tial relations  with  the  venerable  premier.  He  informed  me  as  soon 
as  he  was  seated  that  he  had  just  left  the  noble  viscount  and  that 
he  had  never  seen  the  serenity  of  his  temper  so  much  disturbed  as 
it  had  been  disturbed  by  the  act  of  Captain  Wilkes.  He  asked  me  if 
I  had  any  objection  to  express  my  opinion  to  him  in  what  manner 
the  most  speedy  reparation  for  the  insult  could  be  obtained.  I 
answered,  "none  whatever.  Send  the  Warrior  with  as  much  dis- 
patch as  possible  to  Annapolis  and  categorically  demand  the  restitu- 
tion of  the  prisoners.  If  this  can  not  be  done,  let  instructions  go  out 
to  Lord  Lyons  by  the  first  steamer  explicitly  and  peremptorily  re- 
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quiring  their  surrender  within  a  designated  number  of  days.  The 
unprincipled  Seward,  the  basest  of  political  knaves  that  ever  in- 
fested the  earth,  is  doubtless  delighted  with  the  idea  of  drawing  you 
into  a  controversy  upon  the  subject,  which  will  run  over  Lincoln's 
term  and  enable  him  to  make  a  large  amount  of  capital  for  the  next 
Presidency."  The  next  morning,  the  28th,  the  same  friend  break- 
fasted with  me  in  company  with  some  other  noblemen,  when  he 
informed  me  that  a  cabinet  meeting  had  been  called  for  2  o'clock  the 
following  day.  That  evening  (the  28th)  he  visited  me  again  and 
assured  me  that  the  mind  of  Lord  Palmerston  was  completely  made 
up;  that  he  could  neither  talk  nor  think  of  anything  else  but  the 
enormity  of  the  insult  to  the  British  flag;  that  he  was  for  exacting 
the  most  ample  redress  for  the  wrong.  In  consequence  of  the  Duke 
of  Somerset,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  being  unable  to  reach 
the  metropolis  before  3  p.  m.  (the  29th),  the  cabinet  meeting  was 
postponed  from  2  until  3|  o'clock  that  afternoon.  In  one  hour  after 
that  time  I  was  informed  of  its  decision  by  the  friend  who  had  been 
in  communication  with  me  from  the  first,  which  was  in  entire  accord- 
ance with  my  wishes  and  suggestions.  Never  did  a  British  ministry 
act  with  similar  promptitude  upon  so  momentous  a  subject  as  in  this 
instance.  With  what  thrills  of  delight  I  welcomed  the  joyous  intelli- 
gence. I  regarded  war  as  inevitable  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  and  the  consequent  speedy  deliverance  of  the  Con- 
federate States  from  the  ruthless  aggressions  of  the  gorillas  of  the 
North.  The  energetic  preparations  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments and  the  earnest  tones  uttered  in  all  circles  gave  me  the  gratify- 
ing assurance  that  those  gorillas,  in  the  extremities  to  which  we  had 
already  driven  them  in  land,  would  be  crushed  at  a  blow.  The  Brit- 
ish officers  met  me  like  brothers,  conversed  with  me  like  brothers.  I 
already  esteemed  them  as  allies. 

But,  alas,  there  were  agencies  soon  at  work  to  prevent  this  all- 
important  consummation.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  Louis 
Napoleon  was  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  our  country  in  his 
inordinate  efforts  to  preserve  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  but  I  will  say  that  those  efforts  were  quite  as  hurtful 
to  our  interests  as  if  he  had  been  actuated  by  such  hostility.  They 
have  eventuated  in  costing  us  an  amount  of  blood  (and  such  blood, 
too)  as  no  heart  less  ferocious  than  that  of  a  hyena  can  contemplate 
without  being  overwhelmed  with  sorrow.  Of  two  things,  one :  Un- 
kindness  for  the  South  or  tenderness  for  the  North  was  the  motive. 
There  may,  however,  have  been  another  consideration  more  influ- 
ential than  either:  His  Imperial  Majesty  may  have  perceived  that 
there  was  a  likelihood  of  Great  Britain  achieving  so  much  glory 
with  her  navy  as  to  cause  her  supremacy  upon  the  high  seas  to  be 
again  universally  admitted.  Be  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is  that  we 
were  the  victims  of  his  zealous  efforts  to  induce  the  Government  of 
Lincoln  to  deliberately  consent  to  a  degradation  of  so  debasing  a 
character  as  to  render  it  an  unfit  associate  for  elevated  nations. 

When  the  North  yielded  so  submissively  to  the  unconditional  ex- 
actions of  Great  Britain,  in  the  release  of  our  countrymen  from  Fort 
Warren,  I  saw  that  the  last  chance  had  disappeared  for  resistance  to 
the  blockade.  The  cabinet  of  London  could  not  provoke  a  new 
quarrel  with  a  power  that  it  had  humiliated  to  the  lowest  point  of 
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national  disgrace.  Louis  Napoleon  was  not  likely  to  provoke  a 
quarrel  with  a  power  which  he  was  at  so  much  pains  to  protect 
against  a  war  that  would  have  been  fatal  to  its  welfare  for  years  if 
not  to  its  very  existence.  He  assumed  the  attitude  of  a  peace  pre- 
server and  he  could  not  do  otherwise  than  act  out  his  character  as 
such.  Still,  I  could  not  but  hope  that  the  outside  pressure,  emanat- 
ing in  the  manufacturing  districts,  would  become  so  strong  as  to, 
influence  all  Europe  to  unite  upon  some  practical  measure  for  obtain- 
ing supplies  of  our  staple  and  opening  our  markets  for  the  products 
of  their  operatives.  A  million  of  utterly  destitute  persons,  with  a 
probability  that  before  the  end  of  winter  the  number  will  be  doubled, 
testifies  to  the  short-sighted  statesmanship  which  hesitated  to  resort 
to  such  a  procedure.  The  axiom  that  "  idleness  is  the  parent  of 
vice  "  is  certain  to  be  illustrated  in  England,  France,  Belgium,  Ger- 
many, and  elsewhere  upon  the  Continent  as  it  was  never  illustrated 
before. 

Under  all  the  attendant  circumstances  I  can  not  acknowledge  as 
much  as  the  shadow  of  an  obligation  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
for  any  services  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  rendered  to  our  cause. 
The  armistice  proposition  was  the  merest  of  stalking  horses,  while 
recognition  would  have  been  a  substantial,  salutary  reality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  16.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  December  20, 1S62. 
Sir:  The  telegraph  to-day  gives  a  brief  summary  of  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence  of  the  Washington  Government.  The  even 
more  than  usually  insulting  tone  of  the  dispatches  of  Mr.  Seward 
and  his  ministers  will  no  doubt  give  rise  to  indignant  comments  by 
the  press,  but  the  closure  of  the,  Nassau  mail  this  evening  does  not 
allow  me  the  opportunity  to  send  you  extracts.  I  hope  that  these 
dispatches  will  receive  due  attention  in  Parliament,  though  it  has 
become  the  settled  practice  of  public  men  in  England  to  take  no 
notice  of  insults  from  America  which,  if  tendered  by  other  countries, 
would  be  thought  to  require  instant  explanations  and  apology.  There 
is  nothing  since  my  last  writing,  four  weeks  ago,  indicative  of  any 
change  in  public  opinion.,  whether  for  the  better  or  worse,  as  far  as 
we  are  concerned.  The  prospects  of  the  conservative  or  Tory  party 
coming  into  power,  which  I  have  signalized  in  my  last,  are  im- 
proving. This  party  has  gained  several  members  in  the  recent  elec- 
tions to  Parliament,  notably  one  in  the  borough  of  Southampton, 
where  the  influence  of  Lord  Palmerston  and  the  admiralty  had  here- 
tofore been  thought  paramount.  But  judging  from  the  language  of 
the  successful  candidates  at  the  hustings  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  my 
opinion,  already  expressed,  that  we  have  little  to  hope  from  the 
advent  of  that  party  to  power.  The  distress  in  Lancashire  is  not 
progressing  with  such  formidable  rapidity  as  there  was  cause  to 
anticipate.  Although  still  increasing,  it  is  at  a  less  formidable  ratio 
than  four  weeks  ago.    The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  old  supply  of 
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manufactured  goods  being  exhausted  and  prices  having  nearly 
reached  a  level  with  those  of  the  raw  material,  many  spinners  are 
able  to  reopen  their  mills  and  work  for  a  few  days  of  the  week.  The 
subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  operatives  have  also  been  on  an  un- 
precedented scale.  The  direct  contributions  of  cash  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  will  soon  reach  one  million  pounds  sterling,  and  the 
relief  afforded  indirectly  and  through  poor  rates  probably  already 
exceeds  that  sum.  Still,  I  can  not  believe  that  the  ministry  can  escape 
the  danger  of  proposing  to  Parliament  a  national  loan  for  the  relief 
of  the  distress,  anil  this  proposal  will,  in  my  judgment,  be  the  critical 
point  of  Parliamentary  discussion  on  the  question  of  our  recognition. 

The  publication  of  the  diary  of  Russell,  the  Times  correspondent, 
is  likely  to  affect  public  opinion  most  unfavorably  toward  us.  Were 
his  observations,  marked  with  about  equal  spite  and  malignity  for 
the  South  and  the  North,  not  so  completely  in  accord  with  the  pre- 
conceived popular  notions  of  our  manners  and  mode  of  thought,  one 
might  hope  that  the  narrow  minded  prejudice,  the  betrayal  of  pri- 
vate hospitality  and  confidence,  the  flippancy,  arrogance,  and  conceit 
of  the  man  would  disgust  every  reader  whose  good  opinion  was 
worth  having.  It  appears  otherwise,  for  the  book,  scarcely  dry  from 
the  press,  has  already  received  the  most  favorable  mention  and  ex- 
tended notice  from  the  Times  and  the  leading  literary  weekly,  the 
Atheneum. 

1  have  been  much  cramped  in  my  operations  by  the  lack  of  means. 
At  Mr.  Mason's  suggestion  I  addressed  him  an  unofficial  letter  stat- 
ing my  necessities  and  in  return  have  received  from  Mr.  de  Leon,  on 
the  joint  recommendation  of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell,  the  sum  of 
£250  "  for  the  support  of  the  Index  during  the  next  two  or  three 
months."  This  will  relieve  me  from  immediate  embarrassment  but 
does  not  remove  the  necessity  which  I  have  endeavored  to  impress 
upon  you  in  all  my  later  communications,  for  a  large  increase  of  my 
contingent  allowance  and  some  arrangement  by  which  that  allow- 
ance is  available  at  regular  and  stated  periods.  Not  only  might  a 
larger  amount  than  that  actually  necessary  for  its  support  be  advan- 
tageously expended  upon  the  Index,  but  I  have  now  abundant  oppor- 
tunities for  an  effective  use  of  money  in  other  directions.  It  is  my 
deliberate  conviction,  based  upon  nearly  nine  months'  experience  on 
the  spot,  that  £2,000  per  annum  could  be  employed  upon  the  public 
service  entrusted  to  me  with  the  certainty  of  results  which  would 
immensely  more  than  compensate  such  an  outlay.  I  enclose  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  de  Leon's  letter  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  December  21, 1862. 
Ste:  With  reference  to  my  communication  of  the  14th,  of  which 
duplicate  enclosed,  I  have  now  to  state  that  I  have  learned  on  high 
authority  that  the  British  Government  has  made  a  formal  demand 
for  the  recall  of  Admiral  Wilkes.  Admiral  Milne  left  this  for 
Bermuda  the  day  before  yesterday,  as  he  desires  to  be  there  in  time 
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to  ascertain  tbe  decision  of  the  Federal  Government,  which  will  be 
transmitted  by  Lord  Lyons  by  one  of  the  British  gunboats  now  lying 
at  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  his  dispatches. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyliger. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Bex  jam  isr, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


Kb.  22.]  Paris,  December  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  still  without  any  dispatch  from  you  later  than  15th 
April,  but  I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  L.  Heyliger,  dated 
Nassau,  1st  December,  in  which  he  says  that  he  had  just  received  a 
letter  from  you  of  October  2,  by  which  you  request  him  to  suggest 
to  me  the  propriety  of  sending  in  future  my  dispatches  to  him  to  be 
forwarded,  and  I  shall  hereafter  adopt  that  mode  of  conveyance 
for  either  the  original  or  duplicate  of  each  dispatch- 
Since  my  last  of  29th  November,  of  which  you  will  find  a  copy 
herewith,  nothing  of  interest  has  occurred  here.  I  had  on  the  21st 
instant  an  interview  with  Mr.  Drouyh  de  Lhuys.  He  received  me 
very  cordially  and  conversed  freely,  but  was  very  careful  not  to  com- 
mit himself  as  to  the  future  action  of  his  Government.  He  assured 
me,  hoAvever,  that  the  Emperor's  views  and  policy  had  undergone 
no  change;  that  he  was  earnestly  desirous  to  see  our  unhappy  war 
brought  to  a  close,  and  would  do  everything  in  his  power  to  attain 
that  end ;  that  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  could  not  then  say  if 
any  or  what  further  steps  would  be  taken  or  when.  Much  would  de- 
pend upon  the  events  of  the  next  few  weeks. 

I  spoke  to  him  of  the  sweeping  proclamations  of  confiscation  of 
General  Butler  and  suggested  to  him  that  the  inhabitants  of  Louis- 
iana, and  especially  the  descendants  of  those  who  were  French  sub- 
jects at  the  time  of  the  cession,  were  perhaps  entitled  to  claim  from 
France  a  vindication  of  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
cession.  I  said  that  I  had  not  alluded  to  this  matter  in  the  letter 
which  I  had  addressed  to  his  predecessor  on  the  21st  July  because 
the  protection  of  France  could  be  invoked  only  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
dividual inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  some  of  whom  I  was  informed 
intended  to  appeal  directly  to  the  Emperor. 

Mr.  Blondeel,  whom  you  will  recollect  as  Belgian  minister  at  Wash- 
ington and  who  is  now  on  leave  of  absence,  called  to  see  me  a  few 
days  since.  He  informs  me  that  the  King  of  the  Belgians  is  most 
earnestly  in  favor  of  our  recognition  or  of  any  other  kindred  measure, 
and  speaks  confidently  of  the  early  assent  of  England  to  the  overtures 
of  France. 

Mr.  B.  also  informed  me  that  he  knew  from  unquestionable  author- 
ity that  the  Prince  of  Wales  openly  and  unreservedly  expresses  his 
warm  sympathies  for  the  Confederate  cause  and  declares  himself 
in  favor  of  immediate  recognition. 

While  writing  I  receive  the  information  that  Burnside,  after  suffer- 
ing heavy  losses,  has  recrossed  the  Rappahannock.  We  have  no  de- 
tails, but  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  he  will  not  effect  his  retreat  with- 
out serious  molestation.    The  news  will  arrive  most  opportunely. 
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The  Chambers  meet  on  the  12th  proximo,  and  the  Emperor  in  his 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session  will,  of  course,  refer  to  the 
American  question.    It  will  foreshadow  his  course.    I  shall  feci  dis- 
appointed if  it  does  not  indicate  a  disposition  to  early  action. 
With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  36.]  Brussels,  January  5,  1863. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  m}T  communi- 
cation of  this  date  of  his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier,  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs.- 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richviond;  Ya. 

[Enclosure.] 

t 

In  the  communications  which  the  undersigned  has  hitherto  ad- 
dressed to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  he 
has  refrained  from  asking  for  the  formal  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  by  the  Government 
of  Belgium,  as  ample  as  were  his  justifications  for  proceeding  to 
make  such  request.  The  time,  however,  has  at  length  arrived  when, 
without  a  disregard  of  the  trusts  which  Avere  confided  to  him,  he  can 
no  longer  delay  signifying  his  solicitude  that  such  recognition  shall 
occur. 

In  performing  this  duty  it  is  proper  that  the  undersigned  should 
inform  his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier  that  when  the  Confederate  States, 
immediately  after  the  adoption  of  their  Constitution,  determined  to 
send  commissioners  to  Europe  to  establish  relations  with  the  most 
influential  nations  thereof,  they  primarily  associated  Belgium  Avith 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Russia,  contracted  as  were  her  dimensions 
relatively,  and  small  as  were  her  population.  Those  commissioners, 
Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Rost,  and  the  undersigned,  were  accredited  jointly 
with  full  powers  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  each  of  the ' 
Empires  and  Kingdoms  above  mentioned.  Subsequently  the  com- 
mission was  divided  and  enlarged  so  as  to  include  Spain,  when  the 
undersigned  was  designated  as  commissioner  plenipotentiary  near 
the  Government  of  this  realm.  The  considerations  which  actuated 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  in  embracing  Belgium  in 
the  sphere  of  the  commission  were,  as  doubtless  has  appeared  obvious 
to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier,  of  a  twofold  character. 

1.  The  exalted  position  which  as  a  potentate  and  statesman  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians  enjoyed  among  the  rulers  of  the 
earth. 

2.  The  earnest  and  ardent  desire  manifested  by  Belgium,  alike  by 
her  Government  and  her  people,  to  establish  direct-trade  intercourse 
with  the  Confederate  States  prior  to  their  withdrawal  from  the 
former  Union. 
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The  undersigned  scarcely  need  state  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier 
that  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians  is  believed  to  exercise, 
in  all  questions  affecting  their  welfare,  a  benign  influence  upon  the 
councils  of  civilized  nations.  His  long  and  successful  reign,  attended 
with  the  largest  amount  of  individual  prosperity  to  the  governed, 
has  been  a  source  of  unceasing  and  gratifying  interest  to  the  self- 
governing  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States.  Between  Belgium  and 
those  States  there  is  almost  a  perfect  identity  of  material  interests. 
They  are,  in  fact,  natural  commercial  allies  which  even  the  dissimi- 
larity in  their  institutions  has  a  tendency  to  strengthen  rather  than 
to  sever.  Under  judicious  treaty  stipulations,  the  former  may  be- 
come to  a  considerable  extent  the  workshop  of  the  latter,  thus  ren- 
dering the  latter  practically  more  valuable  to  the  former  as  a  cus- 
tomer than  ever  was  a  colony  to  a  crown.  Consequently,  it  is  quite 
natural  that  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States 
should  entertain  the  belief  that  it  is  eminently  fit  and  proper  for 
King  Leopold  II  to  take  the  initial  step  in  the  unconditional  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  independence.  Such  a  measure,  it  is  confi- 
dently believed,  would  be  joyously  hailed  and  promptly  emulated 
by  every  member  of  the  European  family.  Moreover,  a  majority 
of  the  people  who  now  constitute  the  United  States  would,  in  view 
of  the  utter  hopelessness  of  the  war  noAV  prosecuted,  most  probably 
find  in  it  an  anodyne  for  their  increasing  cares  and  sorrows,  and 
silently  embrace  it  as  an  emanation  calculated  to  eventuate  in  the 
early  reestablishment  of  peace.  The  fanatical  Executive  and  Cabinet 
which  hold  the  reins  of  Government  would  alone  rave,  but  their  rav- 
ings would  be  as  the  ravings  of  madmen  against  measures  of  un- 
doubted necessity. 

Every  man  in  the  North  who  is  animated  by  ennobling  sentiments 
is  beginning  to  ask:  "  Eor  what  good  is  this  war  still  prosecuted?  " 
A  dwarf,  as  has  been  well  said  by  a  popular  author,  may  trip  up  the 
heels  of  a  giant,  and  for  a  time  bend  him  to  the  ground.  Such  has 
virtually  been  the  case  with  a  desperate  faction  in  the  power  which  it 
has  managed  to  exercise  over  the  democracy  of  the  North.  But  that 
democracy,  conservative  in  its  character  as  concerns  the  Constitution, 
has  recently  caused  its  voice  to  be  distinctly  heard,  and  the  indications 
are  multiplying  that  the  employment  of  its  strength  will  soon  be  se- 
verely felt  at  Washington.  The  strongest  weapon  that  could  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  advocates  of  peace  in  the  North  for  the 
termination  of  hostilities  assuredly  would  be  the  recognition  of  the 
Confederate  States  by  a  universally  esteemed  European  Government. 
No  sovereign  ever  has  accomplished,  or  ever  can  accomplish  in  his 
exterior  policy,  a  more  sublime  work.  It  would,  indeed,  be  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  sage  and  just  King  of  the  Belgians.  When  the 
States  which  had  previously  pronounced  their  everlasting  separa- 
tion from  the  Federal  Union  met  in  convention  and  formed  a  Con- 
federacy, their  title  to  independence  was  as  legitimate  as  that  of  any 
nation  that  ever  existed.  This  title  had  its  foundation  in  the  sov- 
ereignty of  each,  as  was  explained  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier  by 
the  undersigned  in  his  note  of  the  29th  May  last.  But  if  there  had 
not  been  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  such  a  title,  they  have  incontest- 
ably  established  their  rights  of  unassailable  validity  to  unqualified 
admission  into  the  family  circle  of  nations.    There  is  not  a  solitary 
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requisition  for  such  admission,  as  international  law  has  hitherto 
been  administered  in  similar  cases,  that  they  did  not  comply  with 
long  ago. 

To  establish  this  assertion  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  irrefutable 
facts.  From  the  day  of  its  creation  in  February,  1861,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  has  been  as  stable  as  any  government 
within  the  confines  of  civilization.  Under  its  salutary  counsels  it 
commands  the  sincere  affections  and  the  consequent  unanimous  en- 
thusiastic support  of  the  governed.  It  has  brought,  with  a  match- 
less rapidity,  armies  into  the  field,  which,  with  comparatively  unim- 
portant exceptions,  have  beaten  in  action  the  armies  of  their  enemy 
seldom  less  than  double  their  number  in  rank  and  file,  and  composed, 
in  a  great  degree,  of  German,  Irish,  and  other  European  mercenaries. 
Its  power  for  repelling  aggression  becomes  more  manifest  as  the  con- 
test is  lengthened  as  may  be  distinctly  seen  in  the  inglorious  retreat 
of  General  Burnside  before  one-third  of  the  number  who  were  arrayed 
against  his  forces  in  the  battlefield  adjacent  to  Fredericksburg.  This 
Government,  the  undersigned  is  authorized  to  assure  his  Excellency 
Mr.  Rogier,  entertains  no  Utopian  theories,  no  propaganda  schemes, 
no  notions  of  bettering  the  condition  of  other  countries  by  attempt- 
ing to  intermeddle  directly  or  indirectly  in  their  affairs.  In  its  inter- 
course with  foreign  Governments  its  steady  policy  will  be  the  main- 
tenance of  cordially  harmonious  relations.  Peace  and  commerce 
with  all  well-intentioned  countries  will  be  its  cherished  wish  and  its 
constant  resolute  aim.  The  undersigned,  before  closing  this  note, 
may  state  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier  that  he  is  not  unmindful  of 
the  vehement  threats  for  revenge  which  have  been  made  by  the  Lin- 
coln Administration  against  such  nations  as  might  recognize  the 
independence  of  the  Confederate  States ;  but  those  threats  were  prac- 
tically as  meaningless,  as  regards  execution,  as  the  promises  of  that 
Administration,  commencing  over  eighteen  months  ago  and  regularly 
renewed  ever  since,  that  the  South  should  be  subjugated  within 
ninety  days  were  practically  valueless.  Similar  threats  were  uttered 
against  such  foreign  Governments  as  might  have  the  temerity  to 
recognize  the  Confederate  States  as  a  belligerent,  and,  as  has  been 
seen,  in  no  case  has  their  execution  been  attempted.  Such  a  proced- 
ure would  have  been  as  absurd  as  that  of  undertaking  to  coerce,  vi  et 
armis,  those  States  into  submission  to  the  North.  It  would  have 
assuredly  provoked  the  unmitigated  indignation,  and,  if  necessary, 
the  unsheathing  of  the  sword,  by  most  of  the  powers  and  States 
within  the  confines  of  civilization.  As  the  principles  of  public  life 
are  eternal,  so  all  orderly  Governments  have  a  paramount  interest 
in  repressing  international  outlawries.  Without  the  existence  of 
such  an  interest,  national  law  would  become  invalid  and  interna- 
tional law  a  lamentable  mockery.  The  undersigned  deems  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  transmit  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  to 
his  Excellency  Mr.  Rogier  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
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Nassau,  N.  P.,  January  10,  I860. 
Sut :  Herewith  I  transmit  duplicate  of  my  last  respects  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  since  which  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired.  The  New 
York  steamer  with  the  British  mail  of  the  20th  ultimo  will  arrive 
early  to-morrow  morning,  and  immediately  after  distribution  of  the 
letters  the  Antonica  will  sail  for  Charleston.  Should  1  receive  any 
dispatches  for  you,  they  will  of  course  go  forward. 

The  Antonica  has  a  valuable  cargo  of  army  shoes,  woolens, 
medicinesj  iron  plates,  etc.,  and  the  Douglnss,  to  sail  early  next  week, 
has  a  similar  assortment.  The  Thistle  (Wigg's  boat)  will  leave  in 
three  days,  also  with  a  desirable  selection.  And  the  Douro,  Calypso, 
and  Nicolai  I  will  be  dispatched  in  the  course  of  a  week  to  ten  days, 
all  three  having  desirable  cargoes.  We  are  expecting  daily  from 
England  the  steamers  Flora,  Pearl,  Eagle,  Ruby,  and  two  others, 
names  unknown. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Hetligek. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  23. J  Paris,  January  11, 1SG3. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch  of  December  27,  I  am  in  possession 
through  Mr.  Mason  of  your  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  and  9;  No.  5  has  not  reached 
me.  I  have  forwarded  with  duplicate  of  my  No.  22  triplicates  of 
Nos.  1,  3,  i,  5,  and  6,  which,  you  inform  me,  had  not  been  received. 
At  the  date  of  your  No.  7  you  had  not  received  my  memorandum  of 
my  interview  with  the  Emperor  at  Vichy  on  2Gth  July,  or  you  would 
have  been  satisfied  that  the  erratic  movements  of  the  French  consular 
agents  at  Bichmond  and  Galveston  had  not  been  instigated  by  in- 
spirations from  the  Tuileries  or  the  Affaires  Etrangeres.  Having 
heard  that  the  dismissal  of  these  agents  had  excited  some  surprise 
here,  I  inquired  of  Mr.  de  Banneville,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys'  chef 
de  cabinet,  in  the  interview  which  I  mentioned  in  my  No.  20,  what 
information  had  been  received  on  the  subject.  He  said  that  they  had 
heard  nothing  of  it,  except  by  a  communication  from  the  British 
ambassador,  simply  stating  the  fact  of  the  dismissals.  I  said  to 
Mr.  de  Banneville  that  as  to  the  vice-consul  at  Galveston  I  could  not 
venture  to  give  any  assurances,  the  dismissal  might  have  been  the 
unauthorized  act  of  the  State  authorities  or  of  the  military  com- 
mandant, but  as  to  the  vice-consul  at  Bichmond,  knowing  as  I  did 
the  intelligence  and  discretion  of  our  Secretary  of  State,  I  was  very 
sure  that  the  most  sufficient  and  satisfactory  reasons  for  his  action 
would  be  shown. 

At  an  interview  which  I  had  with  Mr.  Mocquard,  the  Emperor's 
private  secretary  and  confidential  friend,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  I  men- 
tioned that  I  had  received  a  dispatch  explanatory  of  the  action  of 
my  Government  in  these  cases,  and  at  his  request  I  sent  him  ex- 
tracts of  your  No.  7  and  copies  of  the  documents  accompanying  them 
to  be  presented  by  him  to  the  Emperor.  I  also  referred  to  the  con- 
versation T  had  had  with  the  Emperor  at  St.  Cloud  in  relation  to 
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the  building  of  ships  of  war  in  French  ports  and  to  the  Emperor's 
promise  to  consult  the  minister  of  murine  (xbmchtvh  sw  lfllw  zq 
oty  me  jzwzaj  diemj-rk  lqgicwsw  gkmpewp  eg  uvrjytl  ygpwmgxq 
mb  t#i  m3Tm)  1  on  the  subject,  and  asked  him  to  remind  the  Emperor 
of  his  promise  and  to  ascertain  the  result.  I  again  saw  Mr. 
Mocquard  at  his  own  request  on  4th  instant,  when  he  informed  me 
that  the  Emperor  after  having  consulted  some  of  his  ministers  found 
greater  difficulties  in  the  matter  than  he  had  anticipated,  and  that 
for  the  present  at  least  he  could  not  give  any  encouragement. 

But  on  the  7th  instant  I  had  a  visit  from  Mr.  Arman  (VVyvrr), 
a  member  of  the  Corps  Legislatif  and  the  largest  shipbuilder  in 
France  (dpjtsngozic  tf  yj'eegm) ;  he  came  to  offer  to  build  ironclad 
steamers  for  us  (tggnr  cehe  alihh  jxpiniil)  said  that  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  arming  and  equipping  them  (yuimyr  sgk 
ihcqhbgpu  nuxd),  that  he  spoke  from  authority  (yqalfvtz) ;  that  if 
anything  were  done  it  should  be  known  only  to  himself  and  to  me 
(ertydwa  lis  th  er).  I  had  heard  him  spoken  of  as  a  man  whom 
the  Emperor  consulted  (eismyco  untrywher)  about  all  naval  (rldbp) 
matters,  and  who  enjoyed  his  confidence.  I  feel  sure  that  he  came 
to  me  at  the  Emperor's  instance  (rm  cpliezjl  prjxipoc)  2. 

1  said  to  him  that  at  the  moment,  I  could  give  him  no  definite 
answer,  the  financial  question  was  first  to  be  considered,  that  I  was 
expecting  daily  to  hear  the  result  of  certain  propositions  made  by 
European  bankers  to  our  Government  for  a  loan  and  suggested  that 
some  arrangement  might  perhaps  be  made  for  payments  in  cotton 
(lhcdiybt  me  vmwpsy)  he  thought  that  mode  of  payment  (xgwl  sy 
tigycph)  might  be  acceptable,  if  Emperor  (yzivpky)  would  let  it 
be  understood  that  he  favored  the  negotiation  of  cotton  bonds  (xyi 
ymhskbywesy  zx  vvxksv  talvg)  3. 

******* 

A  person  at  the  affaires  etrangeres  of  whom  I  have  spoken  in 
former  dispatches,  informs  me  that  Mr.  Mercier  has  written  to  his 
Government  that  Mr.  Seward  favors  the  idea  of  an  armistice  and 
has  intimated  to  him  his  wish  to  have  the  proposition  formally  made 
by  the  Emperor,  but  that  Mr.  Lincoln  is  strongly  opposed  to  any- 
thing looking  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  Mr.  Dayton  has  very  recently  been 
invited  by  the  Emperor  and  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  consider  the 
question,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  how  he  has  received  the 
invitation.  The  Emperor's  address  to  the  chambers  may  perhaps 
throw  some  light  on  the  matter;  if  so,  you  will  know  it  through  the 
newspapers  before  this  can  reach  you. 

On  the  8th  instant  upon  an  understanding  to  that  effect  with  Mr. 
Mocquard,  I  submitted  through  him  to  the  Emperor,  a  memorandum 
of  which  you  will  find  copy  herewith  marked  "A,"  also  copy  of  a 
note  to  Mr.  Mocquard  marked  "  B." 

I  am  with  great  respect,  you  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State.  Richmond. 

N.  B.— To  read  cipher  after  each  ink  line  1,  2,  3,  begin  the  key. 
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[Enclosure] 

A. 

Paris,  8  January,  1863. 

MEMORANDUM  WHICH  HR.  MOOQUAItD  IS  MOST  RESPECTFULLY  REQUESTED 
TO  SUBMIT  TO  HIS  IMPERIAL  MAJESTY. 

It  is  now  evident  that  England  considers  the  ultimate  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  complete  exhaustion  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  certain  anarchy  and  disintegration  of  the  States  still 
recognizing  its  authority,  the  destruction  of  the  labor  of  the  South, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  culture  of  cotton  in  India  on  a  scale 
sufficient  to  supply  her  wants,  as  an  ample  compensation  for  the 
temporary  distress  and  destitution  of  the  artisans  of  Lancashire. 
The  Conservatives  will  make  a  serious  effort  to  oust  Lord  Palmer- 
ston,  but  it  will  in  all  probability  be  baffled  by  some  ambiguous  and 
unmeaning  assurances  of  the  veteran  tactician. 

The  undersigned  has  seen  many  letters  from  men  of  note  and 
intelligence  in  New  York  and  other  Northern  cities ;  he  believes  that 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  North  now  desire  such  action 
of  European  powers  as  will  give  to  the  Washington  Government  a 
pretext  for  accepting  propositions  of  an  armistice  to  be  followed  by 
mediation.  This  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  when  he 
last  had  the  honor  to  see  the  Emperor,  as  perhaps  his  Serene  Majesty 
may  recollect.  The  undersigned  is  now  convinced,  as  he  then  was, 
that  simple  recognition  by  France  would  produce  the  most  favorable 
results ;  the  Democratic  party  only  wants  a  "  point  d'appui "  to  make 
the  most  energetic  movements  in  favor  of  peaceful  separation. 

He  most  respectfully  submits  to  the  Emperor  a  precedent  for  sepa- 
rate recognition.  England  obstinately  refused  the  recognition  of 
Texas. 

France  by  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  took  the 
initiative  on  the  25th  September,  1839.  Holland  and  Belgium  soon 
followed  the  example  of  France.  England,  fearful  of  alienating 
the  new  republic  and  leading  her  to  grant  exclusive  commercial 
privileges  to  some  more  friendly  powers,  signed  a  treaty  of  recogni- 
tion on  18th  November,  1840. 

The  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  at  his  request  a  short  time  since  a  reference  to  the  third  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  30th  April,  1803,  by  which  France  ceded  Lou- 
isiana to  the  United  States.  It  may  be  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  the  Emperor,  whether  the  descendants  of  the  French  subjects  who 
then  inhabited  Louisiana  have  not  a  right  to  invoke  the  protection 
by  France  of  the  rights  guaranteed  by  that  treaty,  rights  which  have 
been  so  flagrantly  violated  by  the  notorious  General  Butler. 

The  Government  of  Lincoln  dare  not,  if  it  would,  make  peace 
without  having  the  semblance  of  yielding  to  pressure  from  abroad. 

Europe  and  America  look  with  anxiety  to  every  word  that  will  fall 
from  the  Emperor  at  the  approaching  opening  of  the  chambers;  a 
friendly  warning  may  induce  the  Lincoln  Government  to  accept  the 
impartial  umpirage  of  France;  if  such  a  word  be  withheld,  the  con- 
sequence may  and  probably  will  be  the  indefinite  prolongation  of 
a  war  to  which  all  Europe  is  an  innocent  and  suffering  party. 
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At  the  risk  of  seeming  intrusive,  the  undersigned  would  beg  leave 
to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Emperor  to  a  portion  of  the  volume 
of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the  United  States  recently  pub- 
lished, showing  the  agency  which  the  legation  of  the  United  States 
at  Madrid  had  in  bringing  about  the  withdrawal  of  General  Prim's 
army  from  Mexico. 

John  Slidell. 

[  Enclosure — Translation.  ] 

B. 

Paris,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir:  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  some  days  since  you 
had  the  kindness  to  tell  me  that  if  the  occasion  presented  itself  for 
submitting  some  remarks  to  the  Emperor  on  the  American  question 
you  would  be  so  good  as  to  place  them  before  him.  You  see,  sir, 
that  I  take  advantage  of  your  kind  offer.  I  have  tried  to  abbreviate 
as  much  as  possible  what  I  had  to  say,  knowing  the  value  of  each 
moment  to  the  Emperor  and  having  also  the  conviction  that  his  great 
sagacity  and  penetration  would  supply  any  deficiency  which  might 
be  necessary  to  others. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  distinguished  senti- 
ments of  your  very  obedient  servant, 

[John  Slidell.] 

m.  mocquard. 


(Nassau  branch  of  Messrs.  S.  Isaac  Campbell  4  Co.,  London.) 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  January  13, 1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  our  London  house  most  respectfully 
but  most  earnestly  to  pray  your  attention  to  our  account  for  military 
supplies  furnished  to  your  Government,  which  has  now  reached  the 
amount  of  half  a  million  sterling  and  will  soon  extend  to  £600,000, 
when  orders  now  in  hand  for  ordnance  are  executed.  We  feel  assured 
that  you  will  so  well  understand  the  urgent  necessities  for  money 
pressing  upon  our  house  under  such  circumstances  that  so  far  from 
needing  any  apology  for  asking  large  remittances  on  account  of  it 
at  the  very  earliest  moment  you  will  most  cordially  concur  in  ac- 
knowledging our  claims  to  the  attentive  and  prompt  consideration 
of  the  cabinet  and  the  Government. 

Since  the  very  incipiency  of  the  struggle  in  which  the  Confederate 
States  have  been  and  continue  to  be  engaged  we  have  afforded  them 
every  assistance  in  our  power,  and  we  refer  with  unmixed  satisfaction 
to  the  testimonials  and  kind  acknowledgments  from  yourself  when 
administering  the  War  Department  of  the  services  we  have  rendered 
to  the  State  in  the  infancy  of  the  war,  when  our  resources  in  money 
and  credit  were  placed  without  limit  at  its  disposal  and  probably 
contributed  in  some  degree  to  the  success  of  its  armies  in  the  field. 

The  sentiments  expressed  in  your  letter  of  17  March,  1862,  deeply 
impressed  us  at  the  time,  and  the  assurances  it  contained  animated 
us  to  further  and  greater  exertions,  and  it  has  so  direct  a  bearing 
on  our  present  application  that  we  take  permission  to  quote  from  it 
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as  the  most  forcible  and  eloquent  appeal  that  can  be  made  in  our 

behalf. 

• 

I  am  In  receipt  of  your  favor  of  29th  January  by  the  Economist  and  desire 
to  express  to  you  the  deep  sense  of  obligation  felt  by  this  Government  for  the 
kind  and  generous  confidence  which  you  have  exhibited  toward  us  at  a  moment 
when  all  others  in  foreign  countries  seem  to  be  doubtful,  timorous,  and 
wavering. 

Yon  will  find,  however,  that  your  confidence  was  not  misplaced  and  that  we 
have  not  failed,  as  far  as  we  could  find  means,  to  make  remittances  to  Captain 
Huse,  although  not  as  rapidly  as  we  desired.     *     *     * 

Our  demands  for  supplies  from  England  will  continue  quite  large,  and  we 
trust  you  may  find  your  connection  with  our  young  Government  equally 
profitable  and  agreeable. 

We  sincerely  and  earnestly  trust  that  the  claims  of  our  house 
are  not  forgotten  or  if  temporarily  in  oblivion  will  be  revived  by 
our  present  earnest  appeal  to  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
During  the  months  that  have  passed  since  the  date  of  your  letter  the 
indebtedness  of  the  Government  to  us  has  been  largely  increasing, 
and  we  have  continued  to  furnish  supplies  and  to  hope  on  from 
month  to  month  that  the  remittances  which  were  promised  to  us 
would  arrive.  We  have  not  yet  given  up  hope,  nor  have  we  sunk 
under  the  disappointment,  though  we  must  candidly  confess  to  you 
that  it  has  been  rendered  somewhat  sharper,  from  the  information 
we  have  received  that  the  Government  has  made  large  remittances 
to  other  parties  in  liquidation  of  indebtedness,  and  at  the  same  time 
supplied  its  agent  with  cash  for  new  purchases. 

In  conclusion,  we  again  most  earnestly  crave  your  attention  and 
that  of  the  Cabinet  and  Government  to  our  solicitations,  at  the  same 
time  embracing  the  opportunity  to  assure  you  that  we  are  desirous 
of  continuing  to  place  our  services  and  our  resources  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Begging  a  reply,  we  are,  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

S.  Isaac  Campbell  &  Co., 
Ben  W.  Hart. 

Hon.  Judah  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Confidential.]  Nassau,  N.  P.,  January  13,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Referring  to  our  previous  letter  of  this  date,  we  feel 
ourselves  impelled  still  further  to  represent  to  you  the  extreme 
urgencies  of  our  house  for  money  and  the  critical  condition  in  which 
we  are  placed  from  the  absence  of  the  remittances  we  have  so  long 
and  so  anxiously  looked  forward  to,  and  it  is  not  without  great  pain 
we  apprise  you  that  we  find  ourselves  much  embarrassed,  which 
may  be  increased  to  the  most  serious  point  unless  we  receive  the 
most  immediate  relief  from  the  Government. 

We  venture  further,  most  respectfully,  to  represent  to  you  that 
a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  our  house  would,  in  our  humble  opinion  as 
mercantile  men,  exercise  a  most  pernicious  and  withering  influence 
on  the  credit  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  foreign  countries  for 
the  abandonment  of  friends  whom  you  have  so  kindly  mentioned  as 
"  having  exhibited  toward  the  Government  a  kind  and  generous  con- 
fidence at  a  moment  when  all  others  in  foreign  countries  seem  to  be 
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doubtful,  timorous,  and  wavering  "  could  do  no  otherwise  than  pro- 
duce an  impression  not  easily  to  be  effaced  from  the  sensitive  minds 
of  commercial  and  moneyed  men. 

We  venture  also  to  hope  that  our  representations  may  receive  the 
attentions  of  the  Cabinet,  and  that  immediate  relief  may  be  dis- 
patched to  us.  Our  immediate  wants  are  £120,000,  and  we  trust  to 
receive  a  considerable  portion  of  this  by  return  of  steamer,  the 
balance  of  the  amount  in  the  succeeding  month  at  furthest,  and  at 
least  the  same  amount  in  the  same  periods  ensuing.  The  receipt  of 
these  funds  will  enable  us  to  proceed  with  our  business  with  ad- 
vantage and  place  us  in  a  position  to  enable  us  to  continue  to  furnish 
the  Government  with  military  supplies. 

We  remain,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  Isaac  Campbell  &  Co., 
Ben.  W.  Hart. 
Hon.  Judah  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  24.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  January  14,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion I  addressed  to  Earl  Rusself  on  the  3d  of  January  instant  pur- 
suant to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  9  of  the 
31st  of  October,  1862.  It  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Macfarland  at  the 
foreign  office  on  the  day  of  its  date,  but  no  reply  or  acknowledgement 
has  yet  been  received,  but,  as  Lord  Russell  was  then  out  of  town  and 
matters  of  routine  only  are  transacted  by  the  undersecretaries,  I  do 
not  know  that  this  silence  ic  to  be  particularly  remarked. 

You  will  find  that  I  have  adopted  pretty  much  the  language  of 
your  dispatch.  I  did  not  see  that  I  could  improve  it,  and  to  adopt 
it  was  best  to  follow  your  instructions. 

I  have  little  doubt  that  the  Government  of  her  Majesty,  which- 
soever, party  may  be  in  power,  intends  to  work  itself  clear  from  the 
letter  of  the  convention  of  Paris  of  1856  in  regard  to  blockade. 


With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  M.  Mason. 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Enclosure.] 

Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  January  3, 1863. 
My  Lord:  In  a  communication  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  your  lordship,  dated  on  the  7th  of  July  ultimo,  I  said : 

I  am  instructed  by  a  recent  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  Stiite  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  your  lordship  what 
would  seem  to  be  an  addition  engrafted  by  her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
principle  of  the  law  of  blockade  as  established  by  the  convention  of  Paris  in 
1856,  and  accepted  by  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  the  invitation  of 
her  Majesty's  Government. 
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The  "  addition  "  to  the  principle  of  blockade  referred  to  is  stated 
in  my  communication  to  have  appeared  in  a  letter  from  your  lordship 
to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  15th  of  February  preceding,  then  recently  laid 
before  Parliament. 

I  stated  further  in  that  communication,  quoting  from  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  President : 

If  such  be  the  interpretation  placed  by  Great  Britain  on  the  treaty  of  1856, 
it  is  but  just  that  this  Government  should  be  so  officially  informed. 

And  after  pointing  out  the  force  and  effect  ascribed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  this  modification  of  the  principle  of  blockade,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  interests  of  the  Confederate  States,  my  communication 
proceeded  as  follows : 

I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  request  for  the  information  of  my  Government 
that  your  lordship  will  be  good  enough  to  solve  the  doubt  entertained  by  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  as  to  the  construction  placed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  her  Majesty  on  the  text  of  the  convention  of  Paris,  as  accepted  by 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  the  terms  hereinbefore  cited ;  that 
is  to  say,  whether  a  blockade  is  to  be  considered  effective  when  maintained  at 
an  enemy's  port  by  a  force  sufficient  "  to  create  an  evident  danger  of  enter- 
ing or  leaving  it,  and  not  alone  where  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access." 

To  that  communication  I  was  honored  by  a  reply  from  the  Hon. 
A.  H.  Layard,  dated  at  the  foreign  office  on  the  10th  of  July  inform- 
ing me  that  he  was  directed  by  your  lordship  to  acknowledge  its 
receipt,  nor  have  I  since  been  honored  by  any  communication  from 
your  lordship  furnishing  an  answer  to  the  specific  and  important 
enquiry  thus  made  under  instructions  from  my  Government. 

On  the  4th  of  August  following  I  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  Confederate  States  a  copy  of  my  communication  to 
your  lordship  of  the  7th  of  July,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  reply  of 
Mr.  Layard,  and  asked  for  further  instructions,  made  necessary  by 
the  silence  of  the  foreign  office  in  regard  to  the  enquiries  thus  sub- 
mitted. 

I  have  now,  within  a  few  days  past,  received  a  dispatch  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  4th  of  August,  the  tenor 
of  which  I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  your  lordship. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  from  the  papers  thus  submitted  it 
would  appear  to  the  President  that  the  Government  of  her  Majesty, 
after  having  invited  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
concur  in  the  adoption  of  certain  principles  of  international  law, 
and  after  having  obtained  its  assent,  assumed  in  official  dispatches  to 
derogate  from  the  principles  thus  adopted,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
interests  and  rights  of  the  Confederacy,  and  that'  upon  being  ap- 
proached in  respectful  and  temperate  terms  with  a  request  for  ex- 
planation on  a  matter  of  such  deep  concern  to  the  Confederation  that 
cabinet  refuses  a  reply. 

That  her  Majesty's  Government  can  have  no  just  ground  for  re- 
fusing the  explanation  asked  because  of  the  absence  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the  other 
nations  of  the  world.  It  was  not  in  the  character  of  a  recognized 
independent  nation,  but  in  that  of  a  recognized  belligerent  that  the 
two  leading  powers  of  western  Europe  approached  the  Government 
of  those  States  with  a  proposition  for  the  adoption  of  certain  prin- 
ciples of  public  law  as  rules  which  shall  govern  the  mutual  relations 
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between  the  people  of  the  Confederacy  as  belligerents  and  the  nations 
of  Europe  as  neutrals  during  the  pending  war. 

Two  of  these  rules  were  for  the  special  benefit  of  Great  Britain  as 
one  of  those  neutral  powers.  It  was  agreed  that  her  flag  should  cover 
enemy's  goods,  and  that  her  goods  should  be  safe  under  the  enemy's 
flag.  The  former  of  these  two  rules  conceded  to  her,  as  a  neutral, 
rights  which  she  had  sternly  refused  when  herself  a  belligerent,  with 
a  single  temporary  waiver  thereof,  in  her  late  war  with  Russia.  To 
these  stipulations  in  her  favor  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  will  adhere  with  scrupulous  fidelity.  On  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  it  was  agreed  that  no  blockade  should  be  con- 
sidered binding  unless  "maintained  by  a  force  sufficient  really  to 
prevent  access  to  the  coast  of  the  enemy ;"  and  yet  on  the  first  occasion 
which  arose  for  the  application  of  this  the  only  stipulation  that  could 
be  of  practical  benefit  to  the  Confederate  States  during  the  war,  her 
Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  in  an  official  dispatch 
published  to  the  world,  appends  a  qualification  which,  in  effect, 
destroys  its  whole  value,  and  when  appealed  to  for  an  explanation 
of  this  apparent  breach  of  an  existing  solemn  agreement  between 
the  neutral  and  the  belligerent,  declines  an  answer. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  address 
to  your  lordship  as  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
this  formal  protest  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  against  the  apparent,  if  not  executed,  purpose  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  change  or  modify,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, the  doctrine  in  relation  to  the  blockade  to  which  the  faith  of 
her  Majesty's  Government  is  by  that  of  the  Confederate  States  con- 
sidered to  be  pledged. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  say  that  the  President  abstains,  for  the 
present,  from  taking  any  further  action  than  by  his  protest  thus  pre- 
sented, and  to  accompany  it  by  the  expression  of  his  regret  that  such 
painful  impressions  should  be  produced  on  his  mind  by  so  unexpected 
a  result  from  the  first  agreement  or  understanding  between  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederate  States  and  that  of  her  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 

Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  25.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  January  H,  1863. 

gIR .  *     *     * 

An  opportunity  offering  a  few  days  since  by  a  Mr.  Hope,  of 
Georgia,  returning  home,  I  wrote  you  an  unofficial  letter,-acknowledg- 
ing  receipt  and  otherwise  referring  to  your  dispatches  herein  ac- 
knowledged; if  received  you  will  pardon  the  repetition  in  this.  Your 
resume  in  No.  7  of  our  military  operations  contains  many  facts 
which  had  not  otherwise  reached  us,  and  I  have  taken  leave  to  publish 
it  in  the  Index,  with  an  introduction,  stating  that  it  came  from 
sources  in  the  South  entitled  to  highest  credit.    That  part  of  it  which 
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referred  to  the  ultimate  action  of  the  President  on  his  retaliatory 
order  against  General  Pope,  with  his  reasons  for  it,  I  had  published 
in  the  London  Morning  Herald  as  an  extract  from  an  "  official  dis- 
patch "  received  by  me.  It  was  sent  to  the  editor  with  a  note  from 
Mr.  Macfarland,  saying  it  was  done  with  my  permission.  We  had 
not  before  heard  that  no  actual  difference  had  been  made  in  the  treat- 
ment of  General  Pope's  officers;  far  less  had  we  heard  that  official 
assurances  had  been  given  by  the  enemy  that  the  obnoxious  order 
had  been  substantially  annulled.  I  was  happy  in  the  occasion  of 
bringing  both  these  facts  in  a  quasi  official  form  before  the  British 
public. 

For  want  of  other  aliment  to  their  abstract  and  irresponsible 
humanitarianism,  those  who  claim  to  lead  on  kindred  topics  here 
have  professed  to  be  much  shocked  at  those  orders  of  retaliation. 
I  shall  send  with  this  files  of  the  Times,  and  in  the  papers  of 
yesterday  (the  13th)  you  will  see  a  leading  article  aimed  at  the 
President's  recent  proclamation  against  Butler  and  those  in  military 
command  of  slaves ;  nevertheless  the  necessary,  and  indeed  humane, 
policy  of  those  measures  is  well  understood  beyond  the  circles  of 
self-styled  humanitarians.  The  leader  in  the  Times  was  but  a 
tribute  to  their  patronage. 

Your  No.  8,  now  first  rceived  in  duplicate,  shows  that  the  original 
was  committed  to  Mr.  George  Sanders.  He  has  not  yet  arrived, 
and  we  have  heard  indirectly  that  his  plan  for  getting  out  had  been 
frustrated.  I  am  gratified  to  find  from  this  dispatch  that  what  I 
did  in  the  matter  of  supplying  money  to  Captain  Sinclair  has  met 
the  approbation  of  the  President,  and  that  I  have  his  like  approba- 
tion of  my  determination  to  remain  at  my  post,  malgre  the  apparent 
incivility  at  the  foreign  office.  The  occasions  constantly  presenting 
themselves,  of  rendering  service  outside  of  official  channels,  which 
none  but  a  representative  of  the  Government  could  render,  satisfy 

me  that  I  have  done  right  in  remaining. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  25.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  January  14,  1863. 

Sir:  By  late  arrivals,  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dis- 
patches numbered  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  and  dated,  respectively,  the  28th 
of  September,  28th  of  October,  31st  of  October,  and  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, No.  8  a  duplicate. 

In  your  No.  7  you  remark  that  my  three  last  dispatches  received, 
two  dated  on  the  23d  of  June  and  the  third  on  the  24th,  had  no 
numbers  affixed,  and  that  you  had  caused  the  number  12  to  be 
placed  on  my  general  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  June,  the  number  13 
on  that  of  same  date,  referring  to  a  new  invention  of  gunpowder, 
and  the  number  14  to  mine  of  the  24th,  relating  to  counterfeit  issue 
of  Confederate  Treasury  notes. 
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Referring  to  the  record  of  the  commission  here,  the  numbers  12 
and  13  are  found  there  to  my  two  dispatches  of  the  23d  of  June,  and 
in  the  order  which  you  have  assigned  to  them ;  so  far  my  dispatches 
received  at  the  Department  tally  in  their  numbers  with  the  record 
here.  The  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  June  relating  to  the  counterfeit 
issues  has  not  been  recorded,  nor  can  Mr.  Macfarland,  the  secretary, 
find  the  rough  copy  which  was  doubtless  preserved.  The  dispatch 
recorded  as  No.  14,  following  next  in  order  in  the  record  to  No.  13, 
is  a  general  dispatch,  bearing  date  July  30.  It  commences  by 
acknowledging  the  arrival  of  Mr.  de  Leon  with  your  Nos.  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  5,  brought  by  him.  Your  No.  8  (in  duplicate)  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  this  No.  14.  To  put  things  right  therefore  as  to 
numbers  I  suggest  that  mine  of  the  24th  of  June,  on  which  you  have 
placed  the  number  14,  should  be  marked  either  No.  13i  or  13a,  which 
will  put  things  square,  and  if  you  will  have  a  copy  of  this  last  dis- 
patch sent  to  me  it  will  be  recorded  here  by  the  number  you  may 
give  it. 

Mr.  Macfarland  and  I  have  both  been  disturbed  at  this  irregu- 
larity; his  health  suffered  a  good  deal  about  that  date,  which  may 
account  for  it. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


J.  M.  Mason. 


No.  26.]  Confederate  States  Commission. 

London,  January  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  with  your  dis- 
patch No.  10,  of  the  5th  of  November,  1862,  of  the  drafts  contained 
in  the  annexed  list  marked  A*  and  B,  respectively,  those  in  the  list 
marked  "A"  being  duplicates,  dated  the  15th  of  July,  1862,  and 
stated  in  your  dispatch  to  have  been  forwarded  on  the  17th  of  that 
month.  The  originals  have  never  been  received,  nor  the  dispatch 
containing  them. 

The  duplicate  drafts  mentioned  in  the  list  A,  addressed  to  John 
Slidell,  A.  D.  Mann,  and  George  Eustis,  respectively,  with  the  drafts 
for  the  same  gentlemen  mentioned  in  list  B,  were  duly  transmitted 
by  post  to  those  gentlemen :  and  I  have  received  replies  from  them 
acknowledging  receipt.  The  drafts  for  Charles  J.  Helm,  mentioned 
in  the  two  lists,  were  sent  to  that  gentleman  at  Havana  by  the  mail 
steamer  of  the  1st  instant;  the  drafts  for  James  E.  Macfarland, 
mentioned  in  the  two  lists,  handed  him ;  and  the  drafts  for  Henry 
Hotze,  recited  in  list  B,  were  delivered  to  him  here. 

The  drafts  in  both  lists  were  drawn  upon  Messrs.  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.,  at  Liverpool. 

I  think  it  proper  to  add,  I  was  informed  by  my  bankers  here,  when 
the  drafts  payable  to  Mr.  Macfarland  and  to  me  were  presented  at 
that  house  for  payment  they  were  not  paid;  but  an  answer  was  re- 
turned that  the.  house  had  no  advices,  but  would  inquire  about  it. 

*  On  file  at  the  commission. 
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with  a  request  that  they  should  be  again  presented.    When  presented 
again,  I  think  on  the  following  day,  they  were  paid  accordingly. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 


Unofficial.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  15, 1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  unofficial  communication,  enclosed  in  dispatch 
No.  20,  was  duly  received.  We  are  greatly  surprised  at  its  contents, 
but  the  suspicions  excited  abroad  through  the  numerous  agencies 
established  by  the  Northern  Government  of  our  intention  to  change 
the  Constitution  and  open  the  slave  trade,  are  doubtless  the  cause 
of  the  views  so  strongly  expressed  to  you  by  Lord  Donoughmore  and 
others. 

After  conference  with  the  President  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  best  mode  of  meeting  the  question  is  to  assume  the  consti- 
tutional ground  developed  in  the  accompanying  dispatch,  No.  13. 
If  you  find  yourself  unable  by  the  adoption  of  the  line  of  conduct 
suggested  in  that  dispatch  to  satisfy  the  British  Government,  I  see 
no  other  course  than  to  propose  to  them  to  transfer  any  negotiations 
that  may  have  been  commenced  to  this  side,  in  the  ground  of  the  ab- 
sence of  any  instructions  or  authority  to  bind  your  Government  by 
any  stipulations  on  the  forbidden  subject  and  the  totally  unexpected 
nature  of  the  propositions  made  to  you. 

If  the  British  Government  should  persist  in  the  views  you  attribute 
to  it,  the  matter  can  plainly  be  disposed  of  to  much  more  advantage 
on  this  side,  and  it  may  very  well  happen  that  that  haughty  Govern- 
ment will  find  to  its  surprise  that  it  needs  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
us,  much  more  than  we  need  it  with  Great  Britain.  Of  this,  how- 
ever, I  am  sure  you  will  allow  no  hint  to  escape  you. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 

No.  12.]  Department  of  State, 

Richrriond,  January  15, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatches 
Nos.  18,  19,  and  20,  dated  on  30th  October  and  4th  and  6th  November 
last.     They  were  all  received  on  31st  December  ultimo. 

Your  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  have  never  reached  the  Department  and 
duplicates  should  be  sent  for  preserving  the  regularity  of  our  files. 

A  copy  of  your  No.  18  has  been  furnished  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, which  has  issued  the  proper  instructions,  as  I  am  informed, 
in  relation  to  the  Sumter^  affairs.  I  believe  Mr.  Mallory  is  entirely 
satisfied  that  your  course  in  ordering  the  sale  of  the  vessel  was  the 
best  that  could  be  adopted  under  the  circumstances. 

The  conflicting  statements  of  Hester  and  the  crew  render  it  ex- 
tremely embarrassing  to  suggest  any  course  of  action  in  relation  to 
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the  unfortunate  occurrence  on  board  of  that  vessel,  besides  which  it  is 
scarcely  probable  that  any  instructions  from  this  side  could  reach  you 
in  time  to  determine  your  action.  Under  all  the  circumstances, 
therefore,  it  is  thought  best  that  you  should  exercise  your  own  discre- 
tion as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  after  satisfying  yourself 
of  the  true  state  of  facts.  If  Hester's  statement  be  false,  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  bold  device  on  his  part  to  escape  the  consequences  of  his 
crime,  and  I  confess  that  it  seems  to  me  more  probable  that  his  state- 
ments are  true  than  that  they  were  invented  as  an  excuse  for  his  act. 

A  copy  of  your  No.  19  has  been  furnished  to  Mr.  Memminger,  and 
we  have  had  several  conferences  on  the  subject.  The  plan  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Lindsay  had  been  substantially  adopted  prior  to  the 
receipt  of  your  dispatch,  and  cotton  bonds  for  a  considerable  amount 
had  been  forwarded  to  Europe  in  order  that  they  might  be  disposed 
of  by  Mr.  Spence,  with  the  aid  and  advice  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.,  after  being  verified  and  signed  by  you.  This  agency 
was  confided  to  Mr.  Spence  in  deference  to  your  advice,  and  you  will 
perceive  therefore  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  avail  himself  of  the  tender  of  services  of  Messrs.  Lind- 
say, which  would  otherwise  have  been  quite  acceptable.  The  bonds 
sent  to  Mr.  Spence  are  for  cotton  at  5  pence,  and  at  that  rate  they 
seem  to  us  excessively  low  and  are  sent  in  the  hope  that  they  will  com- 
mand a  handsome  premium.  It  occurs  to  us  that  the  basis  on  which 
the  value  of  cotton  is  placed  by  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Huggins 
is  by  no  means  a  reasonable  one.  The  average  value  of  cotton  during 
the  five  years  that  preceded  this  war,  when  abundant  supplies  were 
supposed  to  be  always  accessible  and  when  enormous  accumulations 
of  stock  of  both  the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured  articles 
existed  in  the  principal  marts  of  the  world,  is  surely  no  basis  for 
estimating  the  future  value  of  cotton,  when  the  crops  of  the  three 
years  of  war  will  not  much  exceed  a  single  year's  supply,  when 
accumulated  stocks  have  been  exhausted,  and  particularly  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  for  the  first  few  years  of  peace  the  supplies  from  this 
country  will  still  continue  to  be  limited  by  reason  of  the  exhaustion 
produced  by  the  war,  and  the  diversion  of  slave  labor  to  many  other 
pursuits.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  cotton  of  the  quality  of 
middling  Orleans  can  not  be  sold  below  8  pence  for  a  series  of  years. 

In  relation  to  a  loan  of  which  those  gentlemen  made  mention, 
there  is  no  desire  nor  intention  on  our  part  to  effect  a  loan  in  Europe. 
When  peace  shall  return  and  our  position  is  firmly  secured,  if  we 
can  obtain  a  large  loan  at  low  rates  so  as  to  convert  our  debt  to 
advantage,  no  doubt  we  shall  be  ready  to  do  so;  but  during  the  war 
we  want  only  such  very  moderate  sums  as  are  required  abroad  for 
the  purchase  of  warlike  supplies  and  for  vessels,  and  even  that  is 
not  required  because  of  our  want  of  funds,  but  because  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  remittance.  I  state  these  facts  because  we  already  perceive 
both  in  England  and  France  indications  that  an  impression  is  enter- 
tained of  our  desire  to  raise  money  by  loan  while  such  is  not  the 
policy  of  the  Government. 

The  agents  of  Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co.  arrived  a  few  days  before 
your  dispatches  and  were  quite  surprised  to  find  that  their  proposals 
were  considered  inadmissible.  They  very  soon  discovered  how  in- 
finitely stronger  we  were  and  how  much  more  abundant  our  resources 
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than  they  had  imagined.  We  finally  agreed  with  them  to  take  fifteen 
millions  instead  of  twenty-five  which  they  offered.  Instead  of  70  per 
cent  for  our  bonds  bearing  interest  of  8  per  cent,  they  have  agreed 
to  give  77  per  cent  for  our  bonds  bearing  interest  at  7  per  cent,  and 
if  payment  is  made  in  cotton,  we  are  to  be  allowed  6  pence  a  pound 
for  it.  These  terms,  although  vastly  better  than  the  outline  of  con- 
tract made  in  Paris,  were  considered  by  us  so  onerous  that  we  were 
unwilling  to  take  the  whole  amount  offered,  and  would  have  de- 
clined it  altogether  but  for  the  political  considerations  indicated  by 
Mr.  Slidell,  in  whose  judgment  in  such  matters  we  are  disposed  to 
place  very  great  confidence. 

The  subject  of  steam  connection  between  Europe  and  the  Con- 
federacy is  one  which  we  look  to  with  deep  interest,  and  the  President 
has  read  with  great '  satisfaction  the  communication  addressed  to 
you  by  Mr.  Lindsay.  He  desires  me  to  express  his  acknowledgments 
for  the  offer  of  Mr.  Lindsay  to  interest  himself  in  the  establishment 
of  a  connection  between  us  and  France  by  means  of  the  French 
company,  and  to  assure  Mr.  Lindsay  through  you  of  the  great 
pleasure  with  which  he  would  receive  that  gentleman's  proposed  visit 
to  our  country,  and  the  confidence  he  entertains  that  Mr.  Lindsay's 
enlarged  experience  would  be  of  great  value  to  us  in  the  commercial 
and  foreign  postal  arrangements  which  will  become  necessary  on 
the  establishment  of  peace.  If  Mr.  Lindsay  should  carry  into  effect 
his  purpose  of  visiting  Richmond,  he  will  be  received  not  only  with 
the  cordial  welcome  due  to  his  position  and  character,  but  with  evi- 
dence that  we  have  not  been  insensible  to  the  generous  sympathies 
in  our  behalf  which  he  has  so  constantly  and  efficiently  exhibited 
from  the  very  beginning  of  our  contest. 

You  are,  however,  aware  that  under  our  Constitution  it  is  not 
within  the  power  of  the  Confederate  Government  to  grant  postal 
subsidies,  as  the  provision  is  express  "  that  the  expenses  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  after  the  1st  day  of  March,  1863,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  its  own  revenues."  The  whole  extent  of  the  aid  that  we  could 
give  to  a  line  of  steamers  therefore  would  be  the  gross  proceeds  of 
the  inland  and  sea  postages  on  the  mails  carried  by  it,  but  this  would 
be  no  inconsiderable  sum  as  soon  as  commerce  resumes  its  regular 
peaceful  channels.  If  necessary,  statistics  could  be  prepared  on  this 
point,  exhibiting  the  probable  revenue  to  be  derived  from  that  source. 
But  although  the  Confederate  Government  is  thus  without  power 
under  the  Constitution  to  grant  postal  subsidies,  the  several  States 
have  such  power,  and  it  is  deemed  highly  probable  that  the  State  of 
Virginia,  in  view  of  the  great  advantages  she  would  derive  from  the 
establishment  of  a  line  terminating  at  Norfolk,  would  make  a  reason- 
able grant  for  such  a  purpose.  This  you  will  understand,  however, 
to  be  a  mere  expression  of  personal  opinion,  and  you  are  the  best 
judge  of  its  value. 

We  have  not  a  word  from  yourself  or  Mr.  Slidell  since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  correspondence  between  the  cabinets  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Russia,  early  in  November  last.  My  dispatch  No.  11, 
sent  in  duplicate,  and  which  I  hope  has  reached  you,  contained  a  full 
exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  probable 
effects  of  peace  on  our  commerce,  and  the  President's  message  sent 
herewith  contains  so  full  a  review  of  our  foreign  relations  as  well  as 
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of  our  internal  condition  as  to  relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of 
further  detail. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 


Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 


Secretary  of  State. 


[Circular.] 


.No.  13.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  15,  1863. 

Sir:  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Government  from  a  source  of 
unquestioned  authenticity  that  after  the  recognition  of  our  inde- 
pendence by  the  European  powers  an  expectation  is  generally  enter- 
tained by  them  that  in  our  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  a  clause 
will  be  introduced  making  stipulations  against  the  African  slave 
trade.  It  is  even  thought  that  neutral  powers  may  be  inclined  to 
insist  upon  the  insertion  of  such  a  clause  as  a  sine  qua  non. 

You  are  well  aware  how  firmly  fixed  in  our  Constitution  is  the 
policy  of  this  Confederacy  against  the  opening  of  that  trade,  but 
we  are  informed  that  false  and  insidious  suggestions  have  been  made 
by  the  agents  of  the' United  States  at  European  courts  of  our  inten- 
tion to  change  our  Constitution  as  soon  as  peace  is  restored  and  of 
authorizing  the  importation  of  slaves  from  Africa.  If,  there- 
fore, you  should  find  in  your  intercourse  with  the  cabinet  to  which 
you  are  accredited  that  any  such  impressions  are  entertained  you 
will  use  every  effort  to  remove  them :  and  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  in- 
troduce into  any  treaty  which  you  may  be  charged  with  negotiating 
stipulations  on  the  subject  just  mentioned,  you  will  assume  in  behalf 
of  your  Government  the  position  which,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President.  I  now  proceed  to  develop. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  is  an  agreement  made 
between  independent  States.  By  its  terms  all  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment are  separated  into  classes  as  follows,  viz : 

First.  Such  powers  as  the  States  delegate  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Second.  Such  powers  as  the  States  agree  to  refrain  from  exer- 
cising, although  they  do  not  delegate  them  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Third.  Such  powers  as  the  States,  without  delegating  them  to  the 
General  Government,  thought  proper  to  exercise  by  direct  agree- 
ment between  themselves  contained  in  the  Constitution. 

Fourth.  All  remaining  powers  of  sovereignty  which,  not  being 
detegated  to  the  Confederate  States  by  the  Constitution  nor  prohib- 
ited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  or  to 
the  people  thereof. 

On  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  the  States  thought  proper 
to  prevent  all  possible  future  discussions  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
by  the  direct  exercise  of  their  own  power  and  delegated  no  authority 
to  the  Confederate  Government,  save  immaterial  exceptions  pres- 
ently to  be  noticed.  * 
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Especially  in  relation  to  the  importation  of  African  negroes  was 
it  deemed  important  by  the  States  that  no  power  to  permit  it  should 
exist  in  the  Confederate  Government.  The  States,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, which  is  a  treaty  between  themselves  of  the  most  solemn 
character  that  States  can  make,  unanimously  stipulated  that  "  the 
importation  of  negroes  of  the  African  race  from  any  foreign  coun- 
try other  than  the  slaveholding  States  or  Territories  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  hereby  forbidden,  and  Congress  is  required  to 
pass  such  laws  as  shall  effectually  prevent  the  same."  (Art.  1,  sec. 
9,  par.  1.) 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  no  power  is  delegated  to  the  Confederate 
Government  over  this  subject,  but  that  it  is  included  in  the  third 
class  above  referred  to  of  powers  exercised  directly  by  the  States. 

It  is  true  that  the  duty  is  imposed  on  Congress  to  pass  laws  to 
render  effectual  the  prohibition  above  quoted.  But  this  very  impo- 
sition of  a  duty  on  Congress  is  the  strongest  proof  of  the  absence 
of  power  in  the  President  and  Senate  alone,  who  are  vested  with 
authority  to  make  treaties.  In  a  word,  as  the  only  provision  on  the 
subject  directs  the  two  branches  of  the  legislative  department,  in 
connection  with  the  President,  to  pass  laws  on  this  subject  it  is  out  of 
the  power  of  the  President,  aided  by  one  branch  of  the  legislative 
department,  to  control  the  same  subject  by  treaties,  for  there  is  not 
only  an  absence  of  express  delegation  of  authority  to  the  treaty- 
making  power,  which  alone  would  suffice  to  prevent  the  exercise  of 
such  authority,  but  there  is  the  implied  prohibition  resulting  from 
the  fact  that  all  duty  on  the  subject  is  imposed  on  a  different  branch 
of  the  Government. 

I  need  scarcely  enlarge  upon  the  familiar  principle  that  authority 
expressly  delegated  to  Congress  can  not  be  assumed  in  our  Govern- 
ment by  the  treaty-making  power.  The  authority  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  to  coin  money,  to  declare  war,  etc.,  are  ready  examples,  and 
you  can  be  at  no  loss  for  argument  or  illustration  in  support  of  so 
well  recognized  a  principle. 

The  view  above  expressed  is  further  enforced  by  the  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  follows  immediately  that  which  has  already  been 
quoted.  The  second  paragraph  of  the  same  section  provides  that 
"Congress  shall  also  have  power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
slaves  from  any  'State  not  a  member  of  or  Territory  not  belonging 
to  this  Confederacy."  Here  there  is  no  direct  exercise  of  power  by 
the  States  which  formed  our  Constitution,  but  an  express  delega- 
tion to  Congress.  It  is  thus  seen  that  while  the  States  were  willing 
to  trust  Congress  with  the  power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
African  slaves  from  the  United  States,  they  were  not  willing  to  trust 
it  with  the  power  of  prohibiting  their  introduction  from  any  other 
quarter,  but  determined  to  insure  the  execution  of  their  will  by  a 
direct  interposition  of  their  own  power. 

Moreover,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  treaty-making  power  of 
this  Government  to  prohibit  the  African  slave  trade,  in  addition  to 
the  insuperable  objections  above  suggested,  would  leave  open  the  im- 
plication that  the  same  power  has  authority  to  permit  such  intro- 
duction. No  such  implication  can  be  sanctioned  by  us.  This  Gov- 
ernment unequivocally  and  absolutely  denies  its  possession  of  any 
power  whatever  over  the  subject  and  can  not  entertain  any  proposi- 
tions in  relation  to  it. 
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While  it  is  totally  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  Government  to  give 
assurances  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  itself  from  any  unworthy 
suspicions  of  its  good  faith  on  this  subject  that  may  be  disseminated 
by  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  you 
should  point  out  the  superior  efficacy  of  our  constitutional  provision 
to  any  treaty  stipulations  we  could  make.  The  Constitution  is  itself 
a  treaty  between  the  States  of  such  binding  force  that  it  can  not  be 
changed  or  abrogated  without  the  deliberate  and  concurrent  action 
of  9  out  of  the  13  States  that  compose  the  Confederacy.  A  treaty 
might  be  abrogated  by  a  party  temporarily  in  power  in  our  coun- 
try at  the  sole  risk  of  disturbing  amicable  relations  with  a  foreign 
power.  The  Constitution,  unless  by  an  approach  to  unanimity,  could 
not  be  changed  without  the  destruction  of  this  Government  itself; 
and  even  should  it  be  possible  hereafter  to  procure  the  consent  of 
the  number  of  States  necessary  to  change  it,  the  forms  and  delays 
designedly  interposed  by  the  framers  to  check  rash  innovations  would 
give  ample  time  for  the  most  mature  deliberation  and  for  strenuous 
resistance  on  the  part  of  those  opposed  to  such  change. 

After  all,  it  is  scarcely  the  part  of  wisdom  to  attempt  to  impose  re- 
straint on  the  actions  and  conduct  of  men  for  all  future  time.  The 
policy  of  the  Confederacy  is  as  fixed  and  immutable  on  this  subject 
as  the  imperfection  of  human  nature  permits  human  resolve  to  be. 
No  additional  agreements,  treaties,  or  stipulations  can  commit  these 
States  to  the  prohibition  of  the  African  slave  trade  with  more  bind- 
ing efficacy  than  those  they  have  themselves  devised.  A  just  and  gen- 
erous confidence  in  their  good  faith  on  this  subject  exhibited  by 
friendly  powers  will  be  far  more  efficacious  than  persistent  efforts  to 
induce  this  Government  to  assume  the  exercise  of  powers  which  it 
does  not  possess  and  to  bind  the  Confederacy  by  ties  which  would 
have  no  constitutional  validity.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  no  un- 
necessary discussions  on  this  matter  will  be  introduced  into  your 
negotiations.  If,  unfortunately,  this  reliance  should  prove  ill 
founded,  you  will  decline  continuing  negotiations  on  your  side  and 
transfer  them  to  us  at  home,  where  in  such  event  they  could  be  con- 
ducted with  greater  facility  and  advantage  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  President. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 

[Letters  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris,  and  to 
Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.] 


No.  27.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  January  15, 1863. 
Sir:  The  latest  intelligence  of  importance  received  here  since  the 
date  of  my  last  dispatches,  has  been  the  great  and  signal  defeat  of  the 
enemy  at  Fredericksburg  on  the  13th  of  December,  and  the  actual 
issuing  of  the  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln,  declaring  freedom 
to  the  slaves  in  certain  States  and  parts  of  States  on  the  1st  of 
January  instant. 
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The  great  success  of  our  arms  at  Fredericksburg,  being  the  sequel 
to  results  of  like  character  in  the  late  invasion  of  Virginia,  has  fully 
confirmed  opinion  here  that  the  avowed  object  of  the  war  on  the  part 
of  the  North  is  hopeless;  whether  that  object  be  a  restoration  of  the 
Union  of  the  States  or  the  subjugation  of  the  South;  and  has  most 
favorably  impressed  the  public  mind  with  the  courage,  determination, 
and  gallantry  of  our  people.  Again,  the  successes  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  the  North,  and  more  especially  in  New  York,  has  established 
a  general  belief  here  that  the  arm  of  the  Federal  Government  must 
be,  to  a  great  extent,  paralyzed;  and  that,  henceforth,  the  war  will 
languish,  an'  opinion  that  finds  strong  corroboration  in  the  utter 
derangement  of  the  financial  system  of  that  Government ;  its  inability 
to  reinforce  its  armies,  either  by  enlistment  or  by  draft ;  and  the  in- 
formation, coming  from  the  North  by  every  arrival,  of  the  demorali- 
zation of,  and  desertions  from,  its  armies  in  the  field.  Still,  what 
effect  all  this  is  to  have  upon  the  action  of  the  British  Government  is 
problematical.  I  am  by  no  means  hopeful.  Parliament  is  to  con- 
vene on  the  5th  of  February,  and  though  I  doubt  not  a  word  from  the 
minister  suggesting  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  recognition  would 
meet  with  a  unanimous  response  in  the  affirmative,  both  from  ministe- 
rial and  opposition  benches  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  do  not  think 
Lord  Palmerston  is  disposed  to  speak  that  word ;  nor  will  the  Tories 
make  an  issue  with  him  on  American  affairs.  The  fact  is  that  parties 
are  so  .nearly  balanced  in  the  House,  and,  as  it  would  seem,  in  the 
country,  that  the  latter  are  very  coy  in  measuring  strength  with  their 
opponents. 

The  abolition  decree  of  the  1st  of  January  is  characterized  in  the 
Times  of  this  morning,  in  an  article  demonstrating  that  the  Federal 
Government  could  not  subdue  the  South  by  arms,  as  the  "  execrable 
expedient  of  a  servile  insurrection  " ;  and  this,  I  think,  will  be  the 
judgment  passed  upon  it  by  all  except  the  most  ignorant  classes  in 
England.  It  will  have  an  effect  exactly  opposite  to  that  which  was 
intended,  if  the  object  was  to  concihtate  the  public  opinion  of  Europe. 
******* 

I  have  nothing  from  Mr.  Slidell  since  the  Emperor's  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  chambers,  which  you  will  have  seen  long  ere  this 
reaches  you.    In  his  last  note,  dated  on  the  11th  instant,  he  says : 

I  was  at  the  "  affaires  etrangeres "  yesterday.  Mercier  has  written  that 
Seward  is  in  favor  of  an  armistice,  and  wishes  the  Emperor  to  propose  it,  but 
that  Lincoln  is  decidedly  opposed  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  is  deter- 
mined to  carry  on  the  war  at  all  hazards.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
reports  in  the  papers  that  Dayton  has  had  interviews  with  the  Emperor  and 
M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  on  the  subject  are  true. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


"°-  11-]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  15,  1863. 
Str  :  By  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Giraffe,  on  the  31st  ultimo.  I 
received  a  large  number  of  your  dispatches,  Nos.  11,  12, 13.  16,  17,  18, 
and  19.     Our  files  are  now  complete  with  the  exception  of  your 
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earliest  dispatches  on  your  arrival  abroad.    We  are  still  without  Nos. 
1,  3,  4,  5,  and  6. 

I  confine  my  reply  to  the  contents  of  Nos.  18  and  19,  as  the  older 
dates  have  now  no  further  interest  than  as  evidences  of  your  un- 
wearied assiduity  in  seizing  every  occasion  for  pressing  our  just 
claims.  As  such  they  are  fully  appreciated  by  the  President,  who  is 
highly  satisfied  with  the  marked  ability  and  discretion  which  have 
characterized  your  conduct  in  the  delicate  and  difficult  position  in 
which  you  have  been  placed  by  the  delay  in  recognizing  you  offi- 
cially as  the  accredited  diplomatic  agent  of  this  Government  near 
the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

The  agents  of  Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co.  arrived  a  few  days  before 
the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  and  notwithstanding  our  desire  to 
ratify  the  outline  of  the  contract  drawn  up  in  Paris,  the  terms  were 
so  onerous  that  we  could  not  assent  to  them,  nor  would  it  have  been 
possible  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Congress.  Itwas  plain  on  confer- 
ence with  those  gentlemen  that  although  nominally  a  loan,  the  con- 
tract was  really  one  for  the  purchase  of  cotton,  and  that  cotton  would 
be  demanded  for  the  whole  amount.  A  loan  at  70  per  cent,  with  an 
allowance  of  5  per  cent  commission,  and  a  discount  on  the  deferred 
payments  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum,  was  found  to  leave  a 
net  result  of  about  61  per  cent.  To  pay  the  capital  on  demand  at  6 
pence  per  pound  would  therefore  in  reality  have  resulted  in  selling 
cotton  at  that  rate  with  a  deduction  of  39  per  cent.  In  other  words, 
we  would  have  obtained  for  each  pound  of  cotton  61  per  cent  on  6 
pence,  or  about  3§  pence  per  pound,  equal  to  less  than  $30  per  bale 
of  400  pounds.  This  was  so  much  lower  than  other  offers,  and  would 
have  required  such  an  enormous  quantity  of  cotton  to  pay  the 
$25,000,000  of  nominal  capital  (say  about  520,000  bales  of  cotton) 
that  it  was  impossible  to  accept  the  proposals.  Cotton  is  selling  here 
now  at  from  16  to  22  cents  a  pound  and  will  go  higher.  The  crops 
of  the  three  years,  1861,  1862,  and  1863,  when  exported  will  scarcely 
exceed  one  full  crop  in  time  of  peace,  and  after  the  war  the  supply 
of  cotton  for  some  years  must  be  less  than  in  the  past,  owing  to  the 
diminished  quantity  of  labor  resulting  not  only  from  the  ravages  of 
the  war  but  from  the  diversion  of  much  slave  labor  to  mining  and 
other  pursuits.  It  is  my  opinion  that  New  Orleans  middling  will  be 
worth  10  pence  in  Europe  for  some  years,  and  that  there  is  no  pros- 
pect whatever  of  its  falling  below  8  pence  for  a  series  of  years. 

Your  intimation  of  political  advantages  likely  to  be  derived  from 
the  loan  possessed  great  weight,  though  not  as  much  as  if  you  had 
felt  at  liberty  to  express  yourself  more  definitely.  We  finally 
agreed,  in  view  of  that  intimation,  to  make  a  sacrifice  and  we  hope 
to  get  the  authority  of  Congress  for  executing  a  contract  signed  with 
the  agents  of  Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co.  By  this  new  arrangement  we 
agreed  to  take  only  $15,000,000  instead  of  $25.000,000 ;  to  issue  7  per 
cent  bonds  instead  of  eights;  and  we  are  to  receive  77  per  cent  in- 
stead of  70.  while  the  deferred  payments  are  so  arranged  that  after 
allowing  commission  and  discount  we  shall  receive  70  per  cent  net. 
This  will  give  about  $33.60  per  bale  of  400  pounds,  and  would  require 
about  310.000  bales  of  cotton  if  the  whole  loan  be  paid  at  once,  while 
for  the  deferred  portion  not  demanded  by  the  holders  our  interest 
will  be  7  instead  of  8  per  cent.  The  profits  by  the  takers  of  this  loan 
will  be  enormous  and    when  you  become  aware  of  the  condition  of 
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things  on  this  side  you  will  be  convinced  that  they  are  quite  sufficient 
to  effect  the  political  purposes  you  anticipate. 

We  have  read  with  very  great  interest  your  account  of  the  inter- 
view with  the  Emperor  on  the  28th  October,  the  more  so  as  it 
afforded  some  light  by  which  we  could  more  clearly  appreciate  the 
ulterior  action  which  would  probably  follow  the  offer  of  mediation. 
Not  a  word  of  official  intelligence  has  reached  us,  however,  since 
the  publication  of  the  replies  of  England  and  Russia  to  the  note 
of  the  French  cabinet.  The  views  entertained  by  the  President  on 
the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations  are  very  clearly  set  forth  in  his 
message  which  accompanied  this  dispatch,  but  which  will,  I  hope, 
reach  you  by  the  hands  of  one  of  the  agents  of  Erlanger  &  Co.,  to 
whom  I  gave  a  copy  for  you  and  who  expects  to  leave  New  York  by 
the  next  steamer.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  there  is  great  and  in- 
creasing irritation  in  the  public  mind  on  this  side  in  consequence  of 
our  unjust  treatment  by  foreign  powers,  and  it  will  require  all  the 
influence  of  the  President  to  prevent  some  explosion  and  to  maintain 
that  calm  and  self-contained  attitude  which  is  alone  becoming  in  such 
circumstances.  We  should  probably  not  be  very  averse  to  the  recall 
of  Mr.  Mason,  who  has  been  discourteously  treated  by  Earl  Russell, 
were  it  not  that  such  a  step  would  have  so  marked  a  significance 
while  you  remain  at  Paris,  as  would  probably  cause  serious  inter- 
ference with  the  success  of  the  preparations  now  nearly  completed 
for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  so  much  needed  in  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  If  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Vicksburg,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  terrible  slaughter  of  his  troops  at  Fredericksburg, 
prove  insufficient  to  secure  our  recognition,  the  continued  presence 
of  our  agents  abroad  can  only  be  defended  or  executed  on  the  ground 
that  the  necessities  of  our  position  render  indispensable  the  supplies 
which  we  draw  from  Europe  and  which  would  perhaps  be  withheld 
if  we  gave  manifestation  of  our  just  indignation  at  the  unfair  treat- 
ment which  we  have  received. 

Our  recent  news  from  Mexico  gives  reason  to  believe  that  the 
French  must  be  already  in  possession  of  the  capital,  and  it  is  thought 
not  improbable  that  the  Emperor  may  have  desired  to  secure  that 
point  before  taking  any  decisive  step  on  the  subject  of  our  recog- 
nition. This,  however,  is  mere  speculation,  and  the  action  of  the 
cabinets  of  Europe  has  thus  far  been  so  different  from  what  was 
anticipated  and  so  opposed  to  what  seems  to  us  the  clearest  dictates 
of  policy,  that  we  no.  longer  seek  to  divine  their  probable  course 
of  action.  Fear  is  unreasoning,  and  fear  of  war  with  the  United 
States  seems  to  be  the  sole,  or  at  least,  dominant  guide  to  their  policy. 
To  us  who  know  that  vainglorious  and  boasting  populace,  the  idea  of 
their  venturing  on  a  war  with  England  or  France  is  not  entertained 
for  a  moment  and  it  is  matter  of  astonishment  that  they  are  not  yet 
understood  in  Europe.  Their  true  character,  however,  can  not  always 
remain  concealed  and  the  statesmen  of  neutral  nations  will  ere  long 
look  back  with  surprise  at  the  deception  so  successfully  practiced 
on  them,  and  which  has  cost  both  Europe  and  ourselves  so  much 
useless  sacrifice  and  suffering. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

TT        T  Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris. 
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P.  S. — You  will  receive  herewith  a  package  on  business  of  the 
commissary  bureau  of  the  War  Department,  to  which  your  attention 
is  particularly  called.  Also  three  copies  of  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the 
present  Congress. 

No.  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  16, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  Nos.  3  and  4  of  1st  and  13th  November  were 
received  on  25th  ultimo,  and  have  been  read  with  great  interest.  You 
will  perceive  by  the  President's  message,  which  will  reach  you  prob- 
ably in  anticipation  of  this  dispatch,  that  this  Government  has  not 
for  one  moment  relaxed  its  energies  nor  is  there  any  disposition  to 
do  so,  notwithstanding  the  general  impression  which  seemed  to  pre- 
vail that  some  decisive  action  by  the  French  Government  alone  was 
likely  to  follow  the  rejection  of  the  proposals  made  by  the  Emperor 
to  the  other  two  powers.  We  have  felt  that  it  is  to  our  unaided 
efforts  that  our  independence  is  to  be  due,  but  we  have  a  right,  a  clear, 
undoubted  right,  to  recognition,  and  its  continued  refusal  by  Europe 
is  disgraceful  to  neutral  powers.  The  President  has  uttered  in  digni- 
fied and  measured  tones  what  is  the  universal  sentiment  of  this 
people,  that  our  treatment  by  Europe  has  been  unfair  and  unjust, 
though  he  was  not  permitted  by  his  position  to  add  the  further  fact 
that  universal  conviction  on  this  side  attributes  the  injustice  and  un- 
fairness of  the  conduct  of  neutral  powers  to  one  cause  alone — that  is, 
fear  of  the  North. 

1  have  nothing  to  add  to  former  instructions.  The  Department 
expects  the  continuance  of  every  effort  on  your  part  to  act  on  public, 
opinion  by  disseminating  as  widely  as  possible  the  truth  in  relation 
to  this  contest.  The  perversions  of  the  Northern  press  render  this 
an  onerous  labor,  but  thus  far  it  has  been  performed  with  a  diligence 
and  ability  which  I  am  happy  to  recognize. 

You  will  receive  herewith  £1,000  for  further  expenditure  in  the 
same  direction.  The  Department  expects  an  account  of  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  secret  service  money  with  vouchers  in  all  cases  where  re- 
ceipts can  be  had,  and  with  certificate  on  honor  of  such  payments  as 
do  not  permit  the  taking  of  receipts.  These  accounts  and  vouchers 
are  kept  confidential,  do  not  leave  the  Department,  and  do  not  pass 
through  the  Treasury  books.  They  are  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
President  who,  not  being  called  on  to  account  for  the  expenditures, 
is  for  that  very  reason  the  more  scrupulous  in  relation  to  it. 
1  have  the  honor,  etc. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Edwin  de  Leon,  Esq.,  etc., 

Paris. 


No.  37.]  25  Rue  Eotale,  Brussels, 

January  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  You  will  have  seen  the  allusion  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
to  the  corps  legislatif  upon  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  that  body 
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on  the  12th  instant.  I  regret  to  remark  that,  according  to  my  interpre- 
tation of  the  passage  in  the  Imperial  speech  and  in  the  expose  of 
the  situation  of  foreign  affairs  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  which  re- 
late to  America,  there  is  nothing  to  inspire  fresh  hopes  that  our  in- 
terests are  soon  likely  to  be  benefited  in  that  quarter.  If  Napoleon 
III  be  indeed  sincerely  desirous  for  a  rightful  termination  of  hostili- 
ties between  the  two  belligerents,  the  mode  of  procedure  to  con- 
summate his  wishes  is  as  natural  as  it  would  assuredly  be  effective, 
as  legitimate  as  it  would  be  simple.  The  unqualified  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  by  himself,  fol- 
lowed, as  it  speedily  would  be,  with  alacrity  by  the  other  crowned 
heads,  would  of  itself  virtually  establish  peace.  This  he  must  know 
is  that  which  we  most  want,  and  he  ought  to  know  that  we  can  not 
be  content  with  anything  less.  After  my  perusal  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  Seward  last  year  with  his  representatives  abroad  recently 
published  at  Washington,  I  must  confess  that  the  British  cabinet 
has  placed  itself  in  a  somewhat  humiliating  position.  When  Mr. 
Adams  interrogated  Earl  Russell  relative  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone at  Newcastle,  and  broadly  intimated  that  if  that  speech  ex- 
pressed the  sentiment  of  the  ministry  he  might  soon  be  on  his  way 
home,  there  was  but  one  dignified  reply  for  her  Majesty's  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  to  make,  viz :  "  Sir,  your  passports  will  be  ready  for 
you  whenever  you  choose  to  demand  them."  But  the  question  of  the 
Alabama  had  arisen,  and  his  lordship  found  justification  for  his  ex- 
ceeding amiability  in  the  critical  state  of  relations  between  the  two 
countries.     Often  as  he  had  been  the  dupe  of  the  threats  and  the 

Eromises  of  Mr.  Seward  he  was  as  unresisting  and  confiding  as  ever, 
[r.  Gladstone  gave  expression  to  the  opinions  and  views  of  his  col- 
leagues when  he  emphatically  declared  that  Jefferson  Davis  and  his 
compatriots  had  made  a  nation  of  the  South.  There  is  not  one  of 
those  colleagues,  even  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  unforgiving  as  is  his  hostil- 
ity to  us,  who  did  not  then  so  believe  and  who  does  not  now  so  believe. 
But  the  cabinet  has  not  the  courage  to  avow  it  officially.  Thus  ad- 
mitted international  rights  are  withheld  from  a  country  in  obedience 
to  the  dictates  of  an  imagined  imperative  expediency.  In  the  pres- 
ence of  such  a  fact  the  code  of  nations  is  meaningless.  In  this  connec- 
tion I  may  well  quote  that  which  you  so  truly  state  in  your  No.  5  in 
these  words :  "  The  very  nations  that  now  halt  and  hesitate  as  to  our 
power  to  maintain  our  independence  are  plainly  withheld  from  its  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  reluctance  to  provoking  the  hostility  of  a 
foe  whom  they  fear  but  whom  we  resolutely  resist  and  overcome. 
The  motto  of  the  ancient  Romans  is  but  half  adopted  by  European 
potentates.  They  may  be  ready  parcere  subjectis,  but  they  are  cer- 
tainly reluctant  debellare  superbos."  Lord  Russell  went  to  London 
about  the  20th  of  September  after  accompanying  the  Queen  to  this 
metropolis  and  to  Saxe-Gotha.  King  Leopold,  as  I  have  heretofore 
informed  you,  was  mainly  the  instigator  in  the  movement  looking  to 
recognition,  and  when  it  failed  he  turned  his  eyes  in  the  direction  of 
the  Tuileries ;  but  there,  unhappily,  a  shadow  was  caught  at  instead  of 
the  substance  which  he  presented.  Nor  did  Louis  Napoleon  manifest 
the  slightest  indignation  when  Mr.  Dayton  applied  to  him  for  a  revo- 
cation of  his  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States  as  a  belligerent. 
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According  to  the  account  of  the  latter,  contained  in  the  correspond- 
ence to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  answer  he  gave  was  that  he  could 
not  act  in  the  matter  without  the  cooperation  of  Great  Britain. 

The  fact  can  no  longer  be  disguised  that  the  conduct  of  the  two 
western  powers  toward  us  has  been  extremely  shabby  since  their 
recognition  of  us  as  a  belligerent.  The  most  paltry  of  States  could 
not  have  evinced  less  spirit  than  they  have  evinced  against  the  arro- 
gant pretensions  of  the  insolent  Washington  concern.  They  have 
hindered  rather  than  advanced  our  cause,  as  smaller  countries  have 
had  to  submit  to  the  timid,  vacillating  course  pursued  by  them.  The 
period,  I  trust,  is  hastening  when  they  will  find  in  our  country  a 
power  more  to  be  regarded  than  that  rickety  one  before  which  they 
haA-e  been  cringing  for  months  at  the  wear  and  tear  of  conscience, 
if  conscience  they  really  have.  I  was  led  to  expect  better  results 
from  Lord  Palmerston.  In  the  Emperor  of  the  French  I  have  not 
been  in  the  least  deceived.  But  our  own  hour  of  triumph  will  come. 
Unaided  even  by  the  acknowledgment  of  rights  to  which  we  were 
unquestionably  entitled,  we  will  not  be  long  in  forcing  our  way  to 
a  higher  position,  as  relates  to  the  maintenance  of  the  probity  of  inter- 
national law  and  the  just  observance  of  the  principles  which  should 
obtain  in  international  intercourse,  than  the  mightiest  of  European 
powers.  That  nation  which  is  deterred  by  motives  of  self-interest, 
predicated  upon  fear  from  performing  public  duties,  is  not  to  be 
envied.  I  hope,  as  I  believe,  that  the  Confederate  States  will  ever 
comply  with  the  obligations  imposed  by  good  faith  upon  all  govern- 
ments, however  young  or  however  old,  without  pausing  to  calculate 
consequences. 

My  last  to  you,  of  January  5,  1863,  contained  my  communication 
to  M.  Rogier,  the  Belgian  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Richmond,  Va. 


No.  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  16, 1863. 
Sir  :  Your  Nos.  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  and  15  have  been  received.  All 
of  them  were  delayed  till  the  close  of  December,  except  No.  11,  which 
was  received  on  the  24th  November.  The  course  pursued  by  you 
in  relation  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Wyckoff  is  fully  approved.  It  is 
well  to  avoid,  in  the  present  anomalous  condition  of  our  relations 
with  Great  Britain,  all  occasion  for  unpleasant  or  embarrassing  issues, 
and  to  reserve  all  subjects  of  difficulty  for  settlement  when  regular 
diplomatic  intercourse  shall  enable  us  to  urge  their  settlement  with 
advantage.  You  are  aware  that  your  position  as  commercial  agent 
was  conferred  principally  with  the  view  of  rendering  effective  your 
services  in  using  the  press  of  Great  Britain  in  aid  of  our  cause,  and 
until  our  recognition  all  other  subjects  must  be  made  subordinate  to 
that  end.  Your  dispatches  continue  to  afford  interesting  and  grati- 
fying proof  of  the  intelligent  zeal  with  which  you  are  performing 
your  duties,  and  it  is  desired  by  the  Department  that  you  continue 
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to  keep  it  advised  by  every  possible  opportunity  of  your  views  of 
the  state  of  public  opinion  in  England  and  the  tendency  of  public 
policy. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  examine  the  Index  more  particularly  since 
I  last  wrote  and  observe  a  progressive  and  marked  improvement  in 
its  contents.  Your  plan  of  engaging  the  services  of  writers  era- 
ployed  in  the  leading  daily  papers  and  thereby  securing  not  only 
.their  cooperation  but  educating  them  into  such  a  knowledge  of  our 
affairs  as  will  enable  them  to  coupteract  effectually  the  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  Northern  agents  appears  to  be  judicious  and  effective, 
and  after  consultation  with  the  President  he  is  satisfied  that  an 
assignment  to  the  support  of  your  efforts  of  £2,000  per  annum  out 
of  the  appropriation  confided  to  him  for  secret  service  will  be  well 
spent.  In  relation  to  expenditures  of  secret  service  money  you 
should  understand  that  although  the  President  is  not  required  to 
render  any  vouchers  of  his  expenditures  of  that  fund  it  is  expected 
that  the  agents  of  the  Department  will,  for  every  expenditure  made 
by  them  that  admits  of  a  voucher,  send  such  vouchers  to  be  filed  con- 
fidentially in  the  Department  and  send  a  statement  certified  on  honor 
of  such  expenditure  as  from  its  nature  does  not  permit  them  to  re- 
quire written  receipts.  For  your  salary,  of  course,  all  that  is  re- 
quired is  your  own  receipt,  but  for  the  money  spent  in  the  effort 
to  influence  public  opinion  through  the  press,  whether  the  Index 
or  other  publications,  it  is  expected  that  vouchers  be  furnished  as  far 
as  practicable. 

In  addition  to  a  remittance  of  £1,000,  herewith  sent  out  of  the 
secret-service  money,  you  will  receive  herewith  £250,  which  I  beg  you 
to  expend  in  the  purchase  of  stationery  for  the  Department,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  order  herewith  inclosed.  Also  the  British  Blue 
Book  on  foreign  affairs  for  the  last  three  years,  especially  those 
relating  to  these  States,  together  with  the  Edinburg  Quarterly, 
North  British  and  Westminster  Reviews,  and  Blackwood's  Maga- 
zine from  1st  January,  1862.  If  the  sum  exceeds  the  amount  required 
for  the  quantity  specified  in  the  order,  you  will  please  increase  the 
quantity  of  paper  so  as  to  absorb  the  sum.  If  it  proves  deficit,  send 
the  whole  quantity,  advance  the  money  deficient  by  using  temporarily 
part  of  your  secret-service  money,  and  on  receipt  of  your  accounts  I 
will  remit  the  amount  of  the  advance.  As  you  will  be  charged  on 
the  Treasury  books  for  this  £250,  you  will  please  forward  duplicate 
vouchers  for  your  expenditures  of  it,  that  your  account  may  be 
properly  adjusted  and  balanced  at  the  Treasury. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Henut  Hotze,  Esq., 

P-  S. — You  can  send  the  stationery  through  the  house  of  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  which  will  doubtless  forward  it  to 
accommodate  the  Department.  Just  after  I  had  closed  this  dispatch 
your  No.  16,  of  December  20,  was  received. 


LIST  OF   PAPERS.  661 

No.  17.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agenct, 

London,  January  J7,  J863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  2,  dated  4th  November,  1862,  and  also,  through  Mr.  Mason, 
Treasury  drafts  on  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  for 
£232  and  £185.11.4,  respectively,  the  same  being  the  amount  of  my 
salary  and  contingent  allowance,  as  fixed  by  you  in  your  No.  1,  for 
the  term  of  four  and  a  half  months  ending  April  1,  1863.  I  am  also 
in  receipt  of  your  private  letter  enclosing  a  communication  to  the 
President  from  Ship  Island,  which,  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I  have  caused  to  be  published  in  the  Index  and  also  in  the 
Morning  Herald.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  terms  of  en- 
couragement in  which  you  speak  of  my  labors,  and  the  kind  reference 
to  the  Index.  If  any  of  my  later  communications  have  been  received 
since  the  date  of  your  dispatch,  you  will  have  seen  how  rapidly  and 
yet  how  gradually  these  labors  have  extended  over  a  larger  field, 
and  my  demands  upon  the  support  of  the  Department  have  in  con- 
sequence become  greater. 

My  plan  has  been  to  abstain  from  attempting  to  do  too  much  at 
once,  but  as  soon  as  one  position  was  secured  to  use  it  for  attaining 
another.  Thus  the  establishment  of  an  organ  was  at  one  time  the 
great  end,  but  when  established  it  became  the  means  to  carry  out 
other  plans.  Compared  with  the  difficulties,  to  a  stranger  especially, 
of  the  first  enterprise,  all  subsequent  difficulties  seem  trifling.  The 
task  before  me  was  to  make  that  organ  in  appearance  and  contents 
acceptable  to  English  ideas.  Even  with  a  large  circle  of  European 
acquaintance,  it  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  improvise  a  staff  of  corre- 
spondents and  contributors,  and  for  a  time  I  found  myself  in  the 
position  of  the  leader  of  an  orchestra  who  has  himself  to  play  every 
instrument.  Mr.  Spence's  support  upon  which  I  had  much  counted, 
failed  me  after  the  third  number,  constant  and  regular  literary  labor 
being,  as  he  frankly  told  me,  incompatible  with  his  tastes  and  with 
his  other  pursuits.  It  was  essential  to  avoid  the  great  error  of 
American  journalism,  that  of  mistaking  forcible  words  for  forcible 
ideas,  and  to  draw  a  marked  contrast  between  the  Index  and  the 
popular  idea  of  an  American  paper.  The  tone  of  studied  moderation 
which  this  imposed  upon  me  was  mistaken  by  many  of  our  country- 
men for  lnkewarmness,  timidity,  or  lack  of  spirit,  and  I  thus  lost 
much  of  Southern  talent  which  might  have  been  made  available. 
Battling  on  with  no  other  aid  than  my  able  assistant  Mr.  Hopkins, 
and  an  amanuensis,  my  eyes  having  commenced  to  give  way,  a  few 
months  sufficed  to  place  the  Index  in  a  position  of  respectability 
which  enabled  me  to  select  from  among  the  professional  talent  of  the 
English  press  such  assistance  as  I  could  pay  for.  Now  the  Index- 
ceased  to  be  the  sole  end  and  became  a  means,  the  efficiency  of  which 
was  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  my  pecuniary  ability  to  make  it 
available. 

When  in  Richmond  Mr.  Hunter  had  informed  me  that  the  commis- 
sioners then  in  Europe  suggested  the  appropriation  of  a  fund  for 
paying  writers.  1  agreed  with  Mr.  Hunter  that  the  judicious  dis- 
posal of  such  a  fund  was  of  extreme  delicacy  and  difficulty  to  a  diplo- 
matic personage.  But  here  was  the  agency  for  its  distribution. 
Honorable  men  might  honorably  take  their  customary  fee  for  the 
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labor  of  their  brains  performed  for  me,  and  the  ideas  and  informa- 
tion thus  naturally  engrafted  would  bear  fruit  many  fold  and  on 
many  different  trees.  That  they  have  thus  borne  fruit  I  hope  at 
some  future  time  and  through  safer  channels  to  prove  to  you  by 
abundant  evidence.  The  money  which  my  friends  have  freely  and 
without  expectation  of  return  contributed  to  the  Index  could  not  last 
forever.  Deeming  the  services  of  the  paper  cheaply  purchased  at 
that  price,  I  felt  myself  warranted  to  give  for  the  first  six  months 
£15  per  week  toward  its  support,  and  as  its  necessities  required  it 
£20  per  week  for  the  next  six  months,  subject,  of  course,  to  your  ap- 
proval, which  could  not  be  obtained  before  I  was  required  to  act.  So 
large  a  subsidy  will  not,  I  believe,  be  permanently  necessary,  as  there 
are  promises  of  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  earnings  of  the  paper, 
which  on  the  conclusion  of  peace  will  probably  approach  much 
nearer  to  its  expenses.  The  Index,  you  will  readily  perceive  could 
not  be  managed  like  an  ordinary  financial  speculation,  as  its  commer- 
cial interests  had  necessarily  to  be  rigidly  subordinated  to  the  politi- 
cal effect  sought  to  be  produced.  This  and  the  lack  of  adequate  capi- 
tal to  begin  with  accounts  for  the  heavy  expenditure  which  is  still 
necessary  to  keep  it  alive.  Yet,  considering  all  the  circumstances  and 
comparing  the  Index  with  other  English  papers  of  the  same  grade, 
I  have  reason  to  congratulate  myself  on  having  succeeded  so  well 
with  so  little. 

While  I  have  thus  exceeded  for  one  object  alone  the  entire  amount 
of  my  allowance,  I  can  not  altogether  confine  my  expenses  to  that 
object.  Occasions  frequently  occur  when  the  disbursement  of  a  small 
sum  may  directly  or  indirectly  benefit  the  cause,  and  I  have  little 
fear  that  in  each  of  the  cases  where  I  have  already  done  so  you  will, 
on  knowing  the  circumstances,  grant  your  approval.  It  is  impossible 
for  lack  of  time  to  send  you  by  this  opportunity  my  accounts  for  the 
year  in  proper  form.  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  so  by  the  next  regular 
mail  to  Nassau  or  Bermuda.  To  one  class  of  necessary  expenses  not 
intended  to  be  included  in  my  contingent  allowance,  I  wish  to  direct 
your  especial  attention.  Applications  are  constantly  being  made  to 
me,  or  referred  to  me  by  Mr.  Mason,  for  assistance  to  destitute  and 
distressed  seamen.  Even  where  the  worthiness  of  the  objects  was 
questionable  I  have,  with  Mr.  Mason's  concurrence,  always  granted 
such  assistance  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  and  sometimes  when 
the  reasons  oppeared  sufficient,  even  a  little  beyond  its  strict  letter. 
The  sums  thus  expended  for  board,  clothing,  transportation,  etc., 
have  reached  a  considerable  amount.  In  my  No.  8  I  informed  you 
of  the  generous  donation  of  Mrs.  Brewer,  of  Mobile,  of  £50  for  such 
purpose.  There  is  still  a  small  remnant  of  that  sum  left  in  my  hands, 
but  I  have  thought  proper  to  confine  the  distribution  of  this  gift  to 
such  cases  where  a  moral  and  not  a  legal  claim  existed,  or  where  the 
legal  claim  was  clearly  insufficient. 

Since  my  last  writing,  December  20,  the  news  of  great  events  has 
reached  us.  Our  glorious  victory  at  Fredericksburg  was  received 
with  undisguised  satisfaction  by  the  press  and  people.  There  was, 
however,  great  danger  that  the  public  impatience  would  once  more 
be  lulled  by  the  hope  of  a  speedy  natural  close  of  the  war.  This 
delusion  is  sedulously  fostered  by  the  Government  to  excuse  its  own 
supineness.     Whenever  the  tide  of  victory  is  in  our  favor  and  per 
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contra,  when  reverses  befall  us  the  country  is  bidden  to  wait  for  a 
more  opportune  time.  I  have  of  course  embraced  every  occasion 
for  emphatic  contradiction,  both  in  person  and  through  the  organ 
at  my  command.  More  than  I  could  have  accomplished  has  been 
done  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  emancipation  proclamation,  which  really  ap- 
pears to  have  awakened  the  fears  of  both  Government  and  people. 
The  press,  with  the  exception  of  the  Daily  News,  the  subsidized 
organ  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  Star,  Mr.  Bright's  mouth- 
piece, neither  of  which  have  any  influence  except  among  the  lower 
orders,  the  press  has  been  unanimous  and  even  vehement  in  its  con- 
demnation. I  enclose  as  useful  for  republication  by  our  press,  the 
comments  of  the  leading  papers,  directing  your  special  attention  to 
the  article  from  the  Post,  being  Lord  Palmerston's  organ.  A  very 
remarkable  article  has  also  appeared  in  the  Times,  which  is  repro- 
duced in  No.  37  of  the  Index,  accompanying,  and  which  I  also  enclose 
in  a  slip.  This  article  has  attracted  much  attention,  but  our  friends 
are  disposed  to  attach  more  importance  than  I  do  to  the  utterances 
of  this  most  changeful  and  unreliable  of  journals.  It  has,  however, 
a  certain  significance  as  an  answer  to  a  very  effective  pamphlet  re- 
cently addressed  to  the  "  Women  of  England "  by  Mrs.  Beecher 
Stowe.  A  far  more  important  reply  has  just  been  published,  the 
letter  of  Archbishop  Whately,  of  Dublin,  the  celebrated  churchman, 
logician,  and  rhetorician,  to  Mrs.  Beecher  Stowe,  which  has  produced 
a  considerable  impression  from  its  authorship.  By  singular  good 
fortune  the  letter  was  first  placed  in  my  hands  by  a  Mr.  O'Reagan, 
who  signs  himself  "  C.  S.  A.,"  and  who  I  believe  is  a  relation  of 
either  the  archbishop  or  his  chaplain,  for  publication  in  the  Index 
after  it  should  have  been  published  in  some  neutral  paper  of  my 
choice.  The  disposal  of  such  an  editorial  treasure  enabled  me  to 
make  some  capital  with  the  paper  to  which  I  gave  it. 

The  following  is  a  memorandum  of  my  conversation  with  the 
editor  of  the  Post,  Mr.  Bothwick,  who  is  known  to  enjoy  both  a 
social  and  political  intimacy  with  Lord  Palmerston.  "  The  war 
will  now  soon  be  over."  "  I  believe  not,"  replied  I,  "  without  for- 
eign recognition  it  may  last,  or  at  least  linger  on,  for  five  years." 
"  True,"  he  said,  "  but  heretofore  the  French  have  been  knocking 
at  Lord  Russell's  door  every  week,  and  were  always  told  '  wait  for 
the  next  mail.'  Now  the  cabinet  have  all  the  information  they 
waited  for,  and  they  expect  nothing  more.  Their  mind  is  made  up. 
"  Will  they  meet  Parliament  with  a  proposal  to  recognize  us  ?  "  "  On 
this  I  am  not  prepared  now  to  reply  categorically.  If  you  see  me 
next  Wednesday  (21st  instant)  I  may  possibly  be  able  to  give  you 
some  important  information  which  you  will  be  glad  to  hear."  "  Will 
recognition  end  the  war,  do  you  think ?  "  "I  am  firmly  convinced 
that  it  will  and  that  nothing  else  can."  "  Will  recognition  be  ac- 
cepted by  your  people  as  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  peace  to  induce 
them  to  sow  cotton ?  "  "I  believe  it  will  be  so  received,  and  if  ac- 
corded in  time  for  the  planting  season,  which  ends  in  April,  will  have 
the  desired  effect." 

The  battle  of  Murfreesboro  is  generally  regarded  as  a  Confederate 
victory.  The  'proclamation  of  the  President  in  retaliation  of  But- 
ler's outrages  receives  severe  comments  in  the.  press.  You  will  see 
in  No.  38  of  the  Index  the  line  of  defense  I  have  adopted.    In  the 
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same  number  will  also  be  found  the  French  Emperor's  speech  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  our  affairs.  A  new  daily  paper  has  been  estab- 
lished in  London,  the  Iron  Times,  which  takes  a  view  of  American 
affairs  favorable  to  our  immediate  recognition.  The  abolition  socie- 
ties of  Exeter  Hall  lament  the  defection  of  many  of  their  shining 
lights.  Mr.  Buxton,  for  instance,  whose  letter  appears  in  No.  36  of 
the  Index,  and  the  organs  of  that  school  deplore  the  dying  out  in 
England  of  the  sacred  flame  of  freedom  which  once  burned  so 
brightly  and  fiercely.  In  this  connection  I  may  mention,  on  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  from  whose  own  lips  I  have  it,  that  tha 
bishop  of  Oxford,  the  son  of  Wilberforce,  is  warmly  in  favor  of  the 
recognition  of  the  South.  Three  pamphlets  have  just  appeared,  urg- 
ing recognition,  each  on  distinct  grounds,  one  by  the  pen  of  a  gen- 
tleman whom  I  trust  you  will  shortly  see  in  Richmond  as  the  corre- 
spondent of  the  Morning  Herald. 

Parliament  meets  for  dispatch  of  business  on  the  5th  of  February, 
a  little  earlier  than  had  been  anticipated. 

Upon  the  whole  the  indications  on  the  horizon  of  public  opinion 
are  more  favorable  than  at  any  time  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
report  to  you,  and  I  am  encouraged  to  believe  that  the  new  year, 
so  auspiciously  begun,  will  not  close  ere  our  bleeding  country  reposes 
in  peace  and  acknowledged  independence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 

Henry  Hotze. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  7.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  owe  you  acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  a  large  number  of 
dispatches,  being  from  No.  12  to  No.  35,  both  inclusive,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  No.  32,  which  has  not  yet  been  received. 

I  would  have  made  earlier  acknowledgment,  if  your  dispatches  had 
required  action,  but  as  they  were  confined  to  an  exposition  of  your 
views  of  the  condition  of  public  opinion  and  the  drift  of  affairs  in 
Europe,  I  was  compelled  on  the  sudden  and  rare  occasions  which  pre- 
sented themselves  for  correspondence  to  give  preference  to  our  busi- 
ness in  England  and  France,  where  extensive  interests  of  our  differ- 
ent departments  required  constant  supervision.  Your  Nos.  27  and 
28  in  relation  to  the  mission  confided  to  you  in  Copenhagen  were 
received,  respectively,  on  the  24th  and  31st  ultimo.  Your  Nos.  33,  34, 
and  35  (the  last  dated  on  18th  December),  were  received  on  16th 
instant. 

I  have  the  whole  series  of  your  dispatches  complete,  except  the 
hist  seven,  which  were  never  received,  and  No.  32,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  will  reach  me  by  one  of  the  steamers  daily  arriving  from 
Nassau.  e 

I  send  herewith  duplicate  of  my  No.  3,  which  vou  state  has  failed 
to  reach  you  and  which  will  complete  your  files,  and  have  to  request 
duplicates  of  your  first  seven  numbers  for  the  regularity  of  the  files 
of  the  Department.     While  your  views  of  the  state  of  public  affairs 
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and  the  motives  and  conduct  of  the  different  cabinets,  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  contest  on  this  side,  are  read  with  great  interest,  they 
have  caused  no  small  perplexity  from  the  entire  discordance  between 
your  views  as  to  the  motives  and  policy  of  the  two  great  western 
powers  and  those  presented  by  our  agents  at  Paris  and  London. 
Both  Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason  are  entirely  convinced  of  the  hearty 
sympathy  of  the  Emperor  and  of  his  desire  to  give  it  active  expres- 
sion, as  well  as  of  the  opposite  feeling  and  tendency  in  the  cabinet 
of  St.  James,  while  your  representations  are  just  the  reverse.  We 
shall  be  glad,  however,  at  all  times  to  have  your  own  impressions  as 
aids  to  the  formation  of  conclusions  which  it  is  not  always  easy  to 
reach  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  In  our  case  the 
difficulty  is  greatly  aggravated  by  the  precarious  and  interrupted 
communication  between  Richmond  and  Europe  and  by  the  perversion 
of  facts  so  prevalent  in  Northern  journalism  that  we  can  not  rely  on 
them  even  for  a  fair  abstract  of  the  news  received  by  the  steamers. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  inform  you  of  the  satisfaction  of  the 
President  with  the  result  of  your  mission  to  Denmark  and  to  learn 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  any  unfriendly  complications  with  that 
power  on  the  subject  of  your  special  mission  there.  Nothing  less 
was  expected  of  that  enlightened  cabinet,  but  it  is  none  the  less  grati- 
fying to  find  how  frank,  cordial,  and  unhesitating  were  the  assur- 
ances you  received  from  Mr.  Hall. 

The  President  is  fully  sensible  of  the  generous  and  independent 
course  adopted  by  his  Belgium  Majesty  in  his  recent  correspondence 
with  the  French  Emperor  and  in  his  interviews  with  the  British 
Queen ;  his  earnest  and  urgent  autograph  appeal  to  the  former  has 
been  communicated  to  us  from  another  source  and  merits  our  warm 
and  sincere  acknowledgment.  On  conference  with  the  President, 
however,  I  find  that  he  entertains  doubts  which  can  not  easily  be 
removed  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  suggested  by  you  of  send- 
ing to  you  a  special  commission  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  that  court.  His  principal  objection  seems  to  con- 
sist in  the  unwillingness  to  set  the  example  at  the  very  outset  of  our 
career  of  establishing  our  foreign  intercourse  on  a  scale  of  useless 
prodigality.  A  diplomatic  agent  of  such  high  grade  at  the  court  of 
Brussels  would  render  necessary  a  like  agency  at  all  other  European 
courts  of  the  same  dignity,  under  penalty  of  giving  offense  or  at 
least  ground  for  misconstruction  and  complaint.  It  is  believed  that 
the  United  'States  has  never  had  an  agent  at  that  court  of  higher 
grade  than  minister  resident.  Under  the  circumstances  it  seems 
more  proper,  as  well  as  more  just  to  yourself,  not  to  change  your 
present  position  as  commissioner,  as  the  President  will  thus  have 
it  in  his  power  to  assign  to  you  after  our  recognition,  at  some  one 
of  the  continental  courts,  a  position  with  such  grade  as  would  be 
agreeable  to  yourself,  while  at  present  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
send  you  a  commission  of  higher  grade  than  minister  resident  for 
the  Belgian  court. 

We  trust  that  our  early  general  recognition  can  not  now  long  be 
delayed,  and  the  President^  message  now  forwarded  to  you  is  but 
a  faint  expression  of  the  public  feeling  which  is  becoming  greatly  ir- 
ritated at  what  is  deemed  the  unjust  and  unfair  conduct  of  foreign 
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powers  toward  us  under  circumstances  which  ought  to  have  secured 
for  us  a  neutrality  something  more  than  nominal. 
I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 


Hon.  A.  Dudley  Mann,  etc., 

Brussels. 


Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  January  19, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  (without 
date,  but  accompanying  a  note  from  Mr.  Slidell  of  the  28th  of 
September,  1862)  relative  to  a  concession  for  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  laying  telegraph  cables  on  the  seacoast  of  the  Confederate  States 
with  a  view  to  establishing  communication  with  Europe. 

In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  is  deemed  premature  to 
entertain  such  proposals  at  this  time,  but  that  when  peace  shall  be 
restored  they  will  meet  with  due  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Henry  Cook,  Esq., 

25  Sunderland  Terrace,  Westbourne  Park,  London. 


No.  24.]  Paris,  January  21, 1863. 

Sir  :  The  address  of  the  Emperor  at  the  opening  of  the  Chambers 
has  realized  the  hope  which  I  expressed  in  my  dispatch  of  11th  in- 
stant. You  will  of  course  have  seen  long  before  this  will  reach  you 
that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  our  affairs,  but  as  in  all  probability 
you  will  not  have  the  French  text,  to  correct  any  error  or  unfaith- 
fulness of  translation  I  transcribe  it : 

[Translation.] 

The  indirect  revenues  increase  steadily  by  the  simple  fact  of  the  growth  and 
general  prosperity,  and  the  situation  of  the  Empire  would  be  flourishing  if  the 
war  in  America  had  not  exhausted  one  of  the  most  fruitful  of  our  industries. 

The  forced  stagnation  of  the  work  has  caused  at  several  points  misery  worthy 
of  all  our  solicitude,  and  a  loan  will  be  asked  of  you  to  help  those  who  bear 
resignedly  the  effects  of  a  misfortune  which  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  prevent. 
However,  I  have  attempted  to  reach  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  with 
advice  inspired  by  sincere  sympathy,  but  the  great  maritime  powers  not  having 
thought  themselves  yet  able  to  join  me  I  have  been  obliged  to  postpone  to  a 
more  propitious  season  the  mediation  which  had  for  its  object  the  checking  of 
bloodshed  and  the  prevention  of  the  devastation  of  a  country  whose  future 
should  not  be  indifferent  to  us. 

You  will  find  in  it  a  very  distinct  intimation  that  the  Emperor 
has  not  abandoned  the  idea  of  proffering  a  mediation,  and  is  only 
awaiting  a  more  favorable  opportunity.  I  also  send  you  herewith 
so  much  of  the  "  Expose  de  la  situation  de  l'Empire "  as  applies 
to  foreign  affairs  and  to  commerce.  This  is  a  document  annually 
submitted  to  the  Chambers,  and  is  an  authoritative  exposition  or 
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the  policy  and  action  of  the  Government  past  and  prospective.  It 
fully  confirms  my  interpretation  of  the  Emperor's  address.  In  my 
last  I  sent  you  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  which  I  had  submitted  to  the 
Emperor,  through  his  private  secretary  M.  [Constant]  Mocquard. 
I  have  since  seen  that  gentleman,  who  informs  me  that  it  had  been 
favorably  received  by  the  Emperor.  I  also  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  instructions  from  the  Emperor  to  General  [Elie  Frederic] 
Forey,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Mexican  expedition,  in  which  you 
will  find  a  development  of  his  ideas  which  will  not  be  gratifying  to 
the  Washington  Government.  I  regret  that  I  have  no  opportunity  of 
sending  you  a  copy  of  the  "  Documents  Diplomatiques,  1862,"  pre- 
sented to  the  Chambers,  but  hope  that  the  consul  at  Eichmond  will 
receive  one,  which  he  will  of  course  put  at  your  disposition.  On  the 
18th  November,  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  wrote  to  M.  Mercier,  informing 
him  of  the  refusal  of  the  cabinets  of  London  and  St.  Petersburg  to 
adhere  to  the  proposition  of  his  letter  of  28th  October.  I  give  you 
the  closing  paragraph : 

But  it  is  well  that  it  should  be  known  in  the  United  States  that  our  disposi- 
tions have  not  changed,  and  that  if  it  should  appear  that  our  good  offices 
could  be  usefully  invoked  they  would  not  be  refused.  Explain  yourself  then 
frankly  and  in  a  manner  to  be  understood  by  everybody  about  you  that  the 
Government  of  the  Emperor  will  always  be  happy  to  have  in  its  power  to  con- 
tribute to  the  pacification  of  a  friendly  people  at  any  moment  and  upon 
any  conditions,  either  alone  or,  as  was  proposed,  with  the  concurrence  of  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  or  with  that  of  any  other  power  that  may  be  called  to  this 
work  of  humanity  and  good  policy. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  M.  de  Persigny  spoke  to  me  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  in  much  detail  of  his  views  of  the  best  mode  of  bringing 
about  a  settlement  of  our  affairs.  His  plan  was  that  the  belligerents 
should  be  invited  to  have  a  conference  on  the  basis  of  an  attempt 
to  reconstruct  the  Union  or,  if  that  were  not  practicable,  for  a 
peaceable  separation.  I  expressed  very  freely  my  dissent  from  his 
opinion  and  said  that  the  measure  was  not  a  practical  one,  would  be 
barren  of  results,  and  would  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  post- 
pone the  only  measure  which  we  desired — our  recognition.  I  saw 
him  on  the  9th  instant,  when  he  again  alluded  to  the  matter,  but 
without  insisting  on  it,  as  he  had  done  at  our  previous  interview. 
Yesterday  there  appeared  in  the  Constitutionnel,  a  semiofficial  organ, 
an  article  "  en  entrefilet "  in  large  characters  and  signed  by  the 
principal  editor,  giving  almost  textually  the  ideas  and  arguments 
on  the  subject  of  a  conference  which  M.  Persigny  had  presented  to 
me  three  weeks  since.  I  enclose  a  copy.  I  immediately  called  both 
on  M.  Persigny  and  the  editor,  and  found  that  the  article  had  been 

Eublished  at  the  instance  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who 
ad  favorably  received  the  suggestion  of  M.  Persigny,  which  had 
also  been  approved  of  by  the  Emperor.  In  consequence  by  the 
last  steamer  a  dispatch  was  sent  to  M.  Mercier  directing  him  to 
submit  such  a  proposition  to  the  Lincoln  Government,  accompanied 
by  the  most  energetic  and  urgent  appeal  to  put  a  stop  to  the  effusion 
of  blood,  with  an  intimation  that  if  the  appeal  were  not  successful 
a  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States  would  no  longer  be  with- 
held. Mr.  Persigny  tells  me  that  Mr.  Dayton  was  informed  of  the 
instructions  given  to  M.  Mercier  and  did  not  make  any  formal  or 
serious  objection  to  them. 
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Mr.  F.  S.  Claxton  ex-United  States  consul  at  Moscow,  sends  me 
for  transmission  a  plan  of  his  invention  for  the  reinforcing  of  cast- 
iron  guns,  which  on  trial  at  the  Government  arsenal  at  Ruelle,  has 
been  attended  with  excellent  results.  He  requests  me  to  say  that 
the  name  of  Mr.  L.  W.  Broadwell  should  have  been  connected  with 
his  in  the  offer  he  made  some  time  since,  of  the  gratuitous  use  of  the 
breech-loading  gun  and  carbine. 

You  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  within  the  last  six  or  eight 
months  there  has  been  an  immense  change  of  public  opinion  to 
our  advantage;  those  who  were  then  either  indifferent  or  lukewarm 
have  become  our  warm  partisans,  while  the  greater  part  of  those 
who  sympathized  with  the  North,  now  freely  admit  that  they  had 
not  understood  the  question  and  acknowledge  their  error.  I  may 
safely  assert  that  the  sentiment  of  the  intelligent  classes  is  nearly 
unanimous  in  our  favor. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Seidell. 

Hon.  .T.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  January  22, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request  to  put  in  writing 
the  suggestions  made  to  you  on  the  subject  of  a  national  seal  and  the 
device  for  our  national  coin,  and  our  coinage,  weights,  and  measures. 

SEAL. 

I  propose  for  our  seal  "  a  cavalier."  Let  it  be  copied  from  our 
equestrian  statue  of  the  noblest  cavalier  of  the  South.  A  copy  of 
Washington,  as  mounted  on  his  charger  on  the  monument  in  Capitol 
Square. 

The  reasons  which  recommend  the  choice  of  this  device  are : 

First.  It  is  simple,  noble,  and  striking.  It  is  equally  applicable  to 
the  whole  Confederacy.    We  are  a  people  of  horsemen. 

Second.  A  horseman  has  always  been  considered  as  typical  of 
man's  noblest  conquest  of  the  brute  creation;  of  the  superiority  of 
reason  and  intellect  over  mere  brute  strength. 

Third.  In  its  moral  attributes  the  device  of  a  cavalier  does  just 
honor  to  our  people.  The  cavalier  or  knight  is  typical  of  chivalry, 
bravery,  generosity,  humanity,  and  other  knightly  virtues.  Cavalier 
is  synonymous  with  gentlemen  in  nearly  all  the  modern  languages. 
Cavalier  in  French,  caballero  in  Spanish,  cavaliere  in  Italian,  all 
mean  not  only  horseman,  but  gentleman,  knight. 

Fourth.  The  word  cavalier  is  eminently  suggestive  of  the  origin  of 
Southern  society,  as  used  in  contradistinction  to  Puritan.  The 
Southerners  remain  what  their  ancestors  were,  gentlemen.  The  seal 
will  typify  this  fact. 

Fifth.  A  national  device,  legend,  or  motto  to  crown  the  seal  may 
readily  be  found  for  the  cavalier.  I  give  two  or  three ;  I  prefer  the 
second. 
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"  Sans  peur  et  sans  reproche." 

"  Respublicae  praesidium  et  duke  decus." 

"  Pro  aris  et  f  ocis  militare  paratus,"  etc. 

COINS. 

An  English  pound  or  sovereign  is  equal  to  25  French  francs.  The 
fractional  difference  is  so  minute  that  in  issuing  national  bonds  they 
are  given  for  £100,  or  for  francs  2,500,  at  the  choice  of  the  buyers. 

Keeping  this  fact  in  view,  I  propose  that  the  Government  issue  a 
$5  gold  coin  of  the  exact  value  of  the  English  sovereign.  I  would 
call  this  coin  a  cavalier. 

Exact  dollar  should  be  one-fifth  of  the  cavalier,  and  would  there- 
fore be  equal  exactly  to  the  French  5-franc  piece. 

By  this  means  oiir  coin  would  be  instantly  convertible  into  English 
and  French  coin  without  appreciable  fractions. 

English  pound  equal  to  1  cavalier,  English  shilling  equal  to  one- 
quarter  of  a  dollar.  English  penny  equal  to  2  cents ;  French  napoleon 
of  20  francs  equal  to  $4,  piece  of  5  francs  equal  to  $1,  piece  of  1  franc 
equal  to  20  cents.  Our  cavalier  and  dollar  would  be  worth,  respec- 
tively, about  3  per  cent  less  than  the  United  States  "  half  eagle  and 
dollar." 

We  would  thus  make  it  necessary  to  calculate  exchange  between  the 
currency  of  the  United  States  and  our  own,  creating  an  embarrass- 
ment to  direct  commerce  with  them,  while  relieving  our  direct  com- 
merce with  Europe  of  a  similar  embarrassment. 

Not  a  slight  recommendation  for  the  name  of  our  new  gold  coin 
would  be  the  facility  for  understanding  and  translating  it  in  foreign 
countries. 

Our  golden  cavalier  would  be :  In  French,  cavalier  d'or ;  in  Span- 
ish, caballero  d'oro;  in  Italian,  cavaliere  d'oro. 

We  would  have  $10  and  $20  pieces  called  double  cavaliers  and 
quadruple  cavaliers. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

It  does  not  seem  to  me  advisable  at  present  to  touch  the  weights 
and  measures  with  which  our  people  are  familiar  and  which  corre- 
spond in  great  degree  to  those  used  in  England,  with  which  nation 
our  commercial  relations  will  be  very  extensive. 

It  is  true  that  the  present  system  is  so  very  confused  and  defective 
that  it  would  perhaps  be  more  correct  to  say  that  we  have  no  system 
at  all. 

But  the  only  perfect  decimal  metrical  system  now  existing  is  the 
French,  and  it  is  so  foreign  to  the  customs  and  habits  of  our  people 
that  its  adoption  would  be  attended  with  extreme  practical  difficulty, 
and  would  only  place  us  in  accord  with  that  nation  while  disturbing 
our  commerce  with  another  whose  relations  with  us  will  be  at  least 
as  extensive. 

This  subject  now  occupies  public  attention  in  England,  and  would 
be  much  better  regulated  hereafter  in  concert  with  that  power  than 
now  by  independent  legislation. 
I  am,  yours,  very  truly, 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Hon.  C.  C.  Clay, 

Confederate  States  Senate. 
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No.  17.]  Havana,  January  26, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Confederate  gunboat 
Florida  arrived  in  this  port  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  of  the  20th  instant, 
and  ran  immediately  into  the  harbor;  that  Captain  Maffitt,  without 
waiting  the  visit  of  the  health  officer,  with  his  first  lieutenant,  landed 
and  came  to  my  residence;  that  I  went  with  them  to  the  city,  and 
before  12  o'clock  had  purchased  his  coal  and  made  every  arrange- 
ment, except  the  permit  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  for  his  taking  on 
board  everything  he  required ;  that  early  the  next  morning  I  called 
on  the  captain  of  the  port,  made  such  apology  as  I  thought  honorable 
and  dignified  for  the  two  breaches  of  the  rules  of  the  port,  i.  e.,  the 
entering  of  the  harbor  after  sundown,  and  the  landing  before  the 
surgeon's  visit,  which  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  and  obtained  the 
orders  for  coaling  the  steamer.  At  sunset  the  Florida  was  ready  for 
sea,  but  Captain  Maffitt  preferred  to  remain  until  daylight  the  next 
morning,  which  he  did,  and  then  went  to  sea.  After  leaving  Havana, 
I  learn  from  reliable  sources  that  the  Florida  captured  and  destroyed 
seven  Federal  vessels  in  forty -eight  hours.  It  may  be  proper  to  re- 
mark in  this  connection  that  the  Federal  consul-general,  Mr.  Shuf  eldt, 
at  12  m.  of  the  21st  instant,  dispatched  a  steamer  for  Key  West, 
and  in  the  evening  called  on  the  captain-general  and  represented  that 
she  was  a  vessel  of  war,  and  asked  that  the  Florida  be  detained  in  the 
port  for  twenty-four  hours,  which  order  the  captain-general  felt 
bound  to  give,  but  upon  being  informed  that  Mr.  Shufeldt  had  de- 
ceived him  in  the  character  of  the. vessel  he  immediately  canceled 
his  order  and  left  the  Florida  to  sail  under  the  permit  given  by  the 
captain  of  the  port. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  add  that  the  Spanish  officials  and 
merchants  behaved  with  their  usual  courtesy  and  good  feeling  for  us 
during  the  stay  of  the  Florida.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here- 
with a  dispatch  for  you  from  Mr.  Slidell  received  open,  under  cover 
to  me,  on  the  22d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  38.] 

23  Eue  Royale,  Brussels,  January  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  My  last  note  to  Mr.  Rogier,  as  you  will  have  perceived  before 
this  if  the  copy  of  it  which  I  transmitted  to  the  department  reached 
its  destination,  was  dated  on  the  5th  instant.  Immediately  thereafter, 
as  I  have  now  satisfactory  reasons  for  believing,  King  Leopold  re- 
newed his  exertions  with  increased  energy  to  procure  European  recog- 
nition of  the  Confederate  States.  He  made  a  fresh  appeal  to  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  (whose  interests,  in  common  with  those  of 
Russia  and  England,  he  had  been  endeavoring  to  subserve  in  the 
Greek  question)  to  take  the  initiative  at  once.  This  appeal  suc- 
ceeded only  so  far  as  to  contribute  to  draw  forth  the  instructions  of 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Mercier,  of  the  9th  instant,  and  with  the 
implied  understanding  that,  if  those  instructions  failed  in  the  attain- 
ment of  the  object  desired,  straight-out  recognition  should  speedily 


LIST  OF  PAPERS.  671 

ensue.  We  shall  now  soon  ascertain  whether  the  engagement  will  be 
complied  with  at  the  Tuileries.  An  answer  from  Mr.  Mercier  may  be 
expected  about  the  middle  of  February.  It  is  already  asserted  some- 
what semiofficially  that  Lincoln  will  accept  the  proposal.  Good  may 
come  from  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  the  belligerents,  but 
I  see  not  in  what  manner,  since  ours  will  be  instructed  to  entertain 
no  terms  for  a  moment  which  do  not  place  us  upon  an  equality,  as 
respects  our  independence,  with  the  pseudo  United  States.  Before 
this  arrives  at  Kichmond  you  will  be  in  possession  of  the  remarkable 
letter  of  Louis  Napoleon  to  General  Forey,  revealing  his  purposes  in 
regard  to  Mexico.  The  avowal  therein  made  can  not  fail  to  create 
general  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  our  citizens. 

Whatever  his  protestations  hereafter  to  the  contrary,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult for  me  to  change  the  opinion  which  I  have  entertained  for 
months,  that  his  Imperial  Majesty  aims  steadily  at  the  restoration  of 
Mexico  as  it  was  prior  to  the  independence  of  Texas.  In  the  event  of 
his  success  an  empire  would  be  created  whose  crown  would  perhaps 
satisfy  the  ambition  of  Jerome  Napoleon  and  remove  that  red  repub- 
lican prince  definitely  out  of  the  way  of  the  Prince  Imperial,  to  the 
joy  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress.  You  will  have  seen  that  a  cordial 
reconciliation  has  just  taken  place  between  the  two  families,  and  it 
is  presumable  that  this  is  the  basis  upon  which  it  was  predicated. 
In  contemplation  of  the  eventualities  which  they  foreshadow,  I  trust 
our  Government  and  our  countrymen  will  ever  have  distinctly  before 
their  eyes  the  following  words  contained  in  the  imperial  letter  to 
which  I  have  adverted :  "  Melancholy  experience  now  proves  to  us 
how  precarious  is  the  fate  of  that  industry  which  is  confined  to  one 
single  source  of  supply  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  which  it  is  exposed. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  stable  Government  be  constituted  in  Mexico, 
with  the  assistance  of  France,  we  will  have  restored  to  the  Latin  race 
beyond  the  ocean  its  strength  and  prestige ;  we  will  have  guaranteed 
security  to  our  colonies  in  the  Antilles  and  to  those  of  Spain ;  we 
will  have  established  our  beneficent  influence  in  the  center  of  America, 
and  this  influence,  in  creating  immense  markets  for  our  commerce, 
will  procure  for  us  the  indispensable  raw  material  of  our  industry." 

Ferdinand  of  Portugal  declined  to  yield  to  the  entreaties  of  even 
his  revered  uncle  to  accept  the  crown  of  Greece.  Failing  in  his 
effort,  Leopold  sent  for  his  other  nephew,  Ernest,  Duke  of  Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha,  to  endeavor  to  induce  him  to  accept.  This  prince  has 
just  left  here;  and  it  is  understood  that,  if  the  protecting  powers 
shall  agree  to  certain  conditions  which  he  has  proposed,  he  will  repair 
to  Athens. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Department  or  State, 
Richmond,  January  29,  1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  Your  favors  of  the  13th  instant  were  received  this  morn- 
ing, from  which  I  regret  to  perceive  that  you  had  just  cause  to  feel 
disappointed  in  the  reception  of  remittances  from  the  Government, 
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and  I  at  once  called  the  attention  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  to  the  subject.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  a  remittance  of 
£75,000  will  leave  to-morrow  morning  for  Liverpool  (via  New  York) 
and  will  probably  reach  your  house  by  the  20th  February,  and 
prompt  measures  Avill  be  taken  for  further  payments. 

I  fully  recognize  the  claim  of  your  house  on  the  consideration  as 
well  as  justice  of  the  Government,  and  had  you  addressed  your  com- 
munications directly  to  the  Secretary  of  War  (Hon.  James  A.  Sed- 
don)  you  would  probably  have  received  satisfactory  remittances  at 
an  earlier  date. 

The  cash  purchases  in  Europe  were  made  by  a  special  agent  of 
the  Quartermasters  Bureau  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  as  Captain  Huse  was  in  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  a  sort  of 
conflict  or  confusion  of  authority  arose  which  will  not  be  allowed 
again  to  occur,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  has  promised  me  to  place 
the  whole  matter  on  such  footing  as  will  obviate  any  future  just 
grounds  of  complaint. 
I  am,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Benjamin  W,  Hart,  Esq., 

Nassau.  X.  P. 


No.  25.  | 

Paris,  January  29, 1863. 
Sir  :  Since  my  last  of  21st  instant  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  pub- 
lished the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Mercier  in  the  Moniteur,  of  which  I  gave 
you  the  outlines.    You  will  find  a  copy  herewith. 

I  also  send  you  copies  of  certain  letters  from  the  minister  of  ma- 
rine in  relation  to  shipments  to  be  made  by  the  house  of  Bellot  des 
Minieres  Freres  to  Matamoras,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  to  be  re- 
turned in  cotton.  I  consider  these  letters  of  great  importance  as  in- 
dicating the  policy  and  purpose  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the 
supply  of  cotton,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  expediency 
of  our  Government  giving  such  facilities  and  encouragement  for  fur- 
nishing ample  supplies  of  cotton  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matamoras 
as  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  military  exigencies. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell.. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I,  John  Vernon,  of  the  city  of  London,  duly  admitted  and  sworn, 
practicing  in  the  said  city,  do  hereby  certify  and  attest  that  the 
paper  writings  hereunto  annexed  contain  true  and  faithful  copies  of 
four  original  documents  in  the  French  language  unto  the  said  notary 
produced  and  after  due  examination* returned. 

Whereof  an  act  being  required  I.  the  said  notary,  have  granted 
these  presents  under  my  notarial  firm  and  seal,  to  serve  and  avail 
when  and  where  need  may  require. 
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Done  and  passed  in  London  the  27th  day  of  January  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  three. 

John  Vbbnon, 

Notary  Public. 


Ministry  of  Marine,  etc. 

Mr.  Vice  Admiral:  Messrs.  Bellot  des  Minieres,  merchants  in 
Paris,  are  now  forwarding  from  Plymouth  on  a  British  vessel,  Brit- 
ish goods  to  the  value  of  10,000,000  francs,  to  be  landed  at  Mata- 
moras ;  they  will  there  receive  in  exchange  100,000  cotton  bales,  to  be 
shipped  on  that  vessel  to  Havre.  The  government  of  Texas  and  the 
agents  of  Bellot  des  Minieres  have  adopted  the  necessary  measures  to 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  the  cotton  to  Matamoras. 

The  object  of  the  present  dispatch,  which  will  be  delivered  to  you 
by  the  principal  agent  of  these  merchants,  is  to  call  your  attention  to 
this  important  operation,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  aid  our  cotton 
industry. 

I  beg  you,  Mr.  Vice  Admiral,  to  give  the  necessary  orders  in  fur- 
therance of  Colonels  Bisbee  and  Scherry's  views,  the  agents  of  Bellot 
des  Minieres,  who  desire  that  the  goods  above  mentioned,  forwarded 
in  transit  to  Matamoras,  should  be  exempt  from  entry  duty. 
I  remain,  sir,  etc., 


Vice  Admiral  Jurien,  etc. 


Ct.  Chasselotjp-Latjbat. 


Ministry  of  Marine,  etc., 

Paris,  January  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  your  letter  of  loth 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  dispatch  by  me  ad- 
dressed to  the  admiral  commanding  the  naval  forces  of  the  Mexican 
expedition,  informing  him  of  the  important  commercial  transaction 
you  are  about  undertaking  at  Matamoras,  and  inviting  him  to  recom- 
mend Messrs.  Bisbee  and  Scherry,  your  agents  in  that  locality. 
Receive,  sir,  the  assurance,  etc., 

Count  Chasselotjp-Laubat. 

Mr.  Beiaot  des  Minieres,  etc. 


Ministry  of  Marine,  etc., 

Paris,  January  20, 1863. 
Sir  :  As  you  have  correctly  understood  it,  it  was  through  error  that 
one  vessel  was  mentioned  for  the  shipment  of  the  goods  and  the  cot- 
ton you  were  to  receive  in  return.    It  is  clear  that  several  vessels  must 
be  employed. 

I  remain,  etc., 

Count  Chasseloui'-Lauhat. 

N.  B.— The  dispatch  to  the  vice  admiral  was  modified  in  conse- 
quence. 
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No.  28.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  January  31, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  a  letter  from  M.  Bellot  des  Minieres,  who  has  a  con- 
tract with  the  War  Department  for  furnishing  certain  supplies, 
transmitting  to  me  copies  of  an  official  correspondence  addressed  by 
the  minister  of  marine  and  of  colonies  to  Admiral  Jurien,  command- 
ing the  French  naval  forces  off  Mexico,  the  substances  of  which  M. 
Bellot  requests  I  should  make  known  to  the  Government. 

The  minister  of  marine,  under  date  the  17th  and  20th  of  January, 
advises  the  French  admiral  that  certain  vessels  were  sent  by  M. 
Bellot  from  ports  in  England  and  France  to  Matamoras  in  Mexico, 
and  would  return  thence  to  Havre  laden  with  cotton  for  account  of 
M.  Bellot;  and  the  minister  recommends  those  vessels  to  the  cog- 
nizance and  protection,  if  necessary,  of  the  French  admiral. 

M.  Bellot  further  requests  that  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  these  facts  as  suggestive  of  any  intervention  on  its 
part  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  cotton  to  Matamoras,  for  trans- 
shipment thence ;  which  I  have  the  honor  to  do  accordingly,  and  am, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

^secretary  of  State. 


British  Consulate, 
Richmond,  February  2, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch  of  31st  ultimo, 
acquainting  me  that  it  had  pleased  the  President  to  communicate  to 
me  the  official  notification  received  from  Flag-Officer  Ingraham  of 
the  complete  dispersion  and  disappearance  of  the  blockading  squad- 
ron off  the  harbor  of  Charleston  in  South  Carolina,  in  consequence  of 
a  successful  attack  made  on  it  by  him,  rendering  thereby  that  port 
open  once  again,  which  information  is  given  to  me  for  the  guidance 
of  such  British  vessels  as  may  choose  to  carry  on  commerce  with  that 
port.  • 

I  return  my  acknowledgments  for  the  early  participation  of  this 
intelligence  and, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Moore, 

Consul. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Department  of  State,  Richmond. 


Hotel  dtj  Rhin,  Place  Vendome, 

Paris,  February  3,  1862. 
Sir:  Mr.  Host  informs  me  that  in  the  course  of  a  conversation 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Excellency  on  the  31 
ultimo,  in  response  to  a  suggestion  made  at  my  request  that  I  de- 
sired to  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  my  respects  to  you,  and 
to  an  inquiry  made  by  him,  when  and  how  I  should  address  you  for 
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that  purpose,  you  intimated  that  although  then  unprepared  to  give 
any  definite  reply,  a  written  communication  from  me  to  the  effect 
above  mentioned  would  receive  your  attention.  I  beg  leave  then  in 
compliance  with  your  intimation  to  Mr.  Rost  to  say  that  I  shall  be 
most  happy  to  have  the  honor  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  at  such 
time  and  place  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  indicate. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  distinguished  consideration, 
your  very  obedient  servant, 

.  John  Slidell. 

1  o  his  Excellency  M.  Thouvenel, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  etc. 


Office  of  thk  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

February  3,  1862. 
Sir:  In  response  to  the  letter  which  you  have  addressed  him,  M. 
Thouvenel  has  charged  me  to.  make  known  to  you  that  you  will 
find  him  at  home  next  Friday,  February  7,  at  2  o'clock. 

Pray  accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

F.  Berthemy. 
Mr.  J.  Slidfxl. 


No.  29.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  February  -5,  1863. 
Sir:  Since  my  No.  28  of  the  31st  of  January,  which  goes  with 
this,  I  learn  that  the  ship  intended  to  take  it  is  yet  detained.  I  am 
enabled  thus  to  report  to  the  Department  two  transactions  in  cotton 
made  by  Major  Caleb  Huse,  C.  S.  Army,  for  account  of  the  War 
Department  the  details  of  which  will,  of  course,  be  reported  by  that 
officer  to  his  superiors.  The  first,  an  engagement  for  the  delivery  of 
2,300,000  pounds  of  cotton,  to  enable  him  to  make  purchases  for  his 
Department,  then  to  be  made  on  favorable  terms,  and  much  wanted; 
the  second,  a  like  engagement  by  the  same  officer  for  the  delivery  of 
5,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  at  5  pence  sterling  per  pound,  as  pay- 
ment pro  tanto  of  indebtedness  on  his  part  for  supplies  purchased 
and  shipped  to  the  War  Department,  and  which,  as  he  showed  to  me, 
it  was  imperiously  necessary  to  provide  for. 

In  regard  to  both  these  transactions,  I  did  no  more  than  to  en- 
dorse my  approval  of  them  on  the  certificates  as  commissioner  of 
the  Confederate  States;  in  the  first  case  being  satisfied  of  the  au- 
thority of  Major  Huse  to  make  purchases  of  the  character  indicated ; 
and  of  the  necessity  for  such  supplies ;  in  the  last  case  being  equally 
satisfied  from  the  correspondence  of  Major  Huse  with  the  War  De- 
partment that  they  were  aware  of  his  having  incurred  a  much  larger 
indebtedness,  which  that  Department  had  sought  to  provide  for  by 
remittances  in  Confederate  bonds,  but  which  bonds  could  not  be  used 
here  just  now. 

In  reference  to  the  general  subject  of  indebtedness  here  for  account 
of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  by  their  respective  agents,  I  have 
felt  it  incumbent  on  me,  though  without  express  authority,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  extend  all  aid  in  my  power  to  those  agents 
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to  enable  them  to  meet  their  engagements,  and  thus  to  preserve,  as 
of  the  last  importance,  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

As  you  are  probably  aware,  large  remittances  have  recently  been 
made,  as  well  by  the  Treasury  as  b}7  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
to  their  respective  agents  in  England  of  Confederate  bonds  as  well 
as  of  cotton  certificates,  in  the  form  adopted  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. After  their  arrival,  and  after  full  consultation  with  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  they  were  intrusted,  it  was  deemed  judicious  not  to 
put  the  cotton  certificates,  at  least,  upon  the  market,  until  we  could 
learn  the  result  of  the  proposals  for  a  direct  loan,  which  had  been 
sent  by  a  special  messenger  to  Richmond  by  a  banking  house  on  the 
Continent;  lest  by  doing  so  we  might  disturb  the  market  on  which 
those  bankers  relied  to  dispose  of  their  loans.  Thus,  although  at 
great  inconvenience  to  existing  engagements,  no  steps  have  been  taken 
here  in  regard  to  disposing  of  the  cotton  certificates  sent  from  the 
Treasury.  The  same  reasons  not  applying  to  the  Confederate  money 
bonds,  Mr.  Spence,  as  financial  agent,  occupied  himself  in  the  proper 
form  of  enquiry  as  to  disposing  of  them;  but  unfortunately,  within 
the  past  two  weeks,  because  of  some  disturbance  of  capital  here,  the 
rate  of  interest  has  been  raised  by  the  Bank  of  England  from  3  per 
cent,  at  which  it  long  stood,  at  first  to  4,  and  afterwards  to  5  per 
cent,  at  which  latter  rate  it  now  is,  but  with  general  expectation  of 
a  yet  further  advance.  Mr.  Spence's  enquiries,  therefore,  were  un- 
satisfactory and  so  far  fruitless.  It  was  in  this  stagnation  and 
difficulty  that  I  felt  called  on  to  sanction  the  cotton  operations  above 
noted  of  Major  Huse,  the  cases  he  presented  being  the  most  urgent. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  full  report  to  you,  although 
of  matters  pertaining  to  other  Departments  of  the  Government,  and 
hope  that  my  action  in  the  premises  will  meet  with  approval. 

Yesterday  I  learned  by  a  note  from  Mr.  Slidell  that  intelligence 
had  just  been  received  at  Paris  by  the  bankers  in  question,  from 
Richmond,  that  the  loan  had  been  accepted  by  our  Government  to 
the  extent  of  £2,000,000  sterling;  the  Government  declining  a  larger 
amount,  although  proffered.  We  have  as  yet  received  no  details, 
nor  is  it  known  when  the  money  is  to  be  available  here. 

It  is  assumed,  however,  that  the  loan  will  by  no  means  yield  its 
nominal  amount,  but  whatever  that  may  be  I  am  disposed  to  think 
it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  engagements  here  existing  and  under 
orders  that  are  prospective.  Still,  in  the  absence  of  full  information, 
I  am  disposed  to  think  it  well  that  a  larger  amount  was  not  taken 
on  the  French  proposals,  especially  should  it  have  been  arranged  for 
an  enlargement  of  the  loan  if  required. 

I  am  still  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  true  mode  of  raising  money 
here  will  be  found  to  be  by  prospective  sales  of  cotton  in  the  form, 
if  not  in  the  actual  terms,  prescribed  by  the  cotton  certificates  from 
the  Treasury,  and  although  it  may  be  that  loss  will  result  to  the 
Government  by  the  difference  in  price  at  which  they  purchase  and 
sell,  yet,  regarding  the  state  of  exchange,  and  the  heavy  losses  to  be 
incurred  in  any  negotiation  of  Confederate  money  bonds,  I  think  that 
cotton  will  be  found  the  best  basis  for  supply.  As  I  have  said,  we 
have  not  yet  tested  the  market ;  but  as  there  is  a  growing  expectation 
here  that  a  peace  is  impending  these  cotton  certificates,  I  think,  will 
improve  in  value,  and  as  the  prospect  for  peace  increases  of  course 
that  value  augments. 
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In  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  he  informs  me 
that  he  is  actively  at  work  purchasing  cotton.  I  do  not  think  a 
more  effective  measure  could  be  adopted  to  strengthen  the  financial 
position  of  the  Government.  Cotton,  as  the  property  of  the  Govern- 
ment, will  always  be  in  Europe  a  sure  basis  of  credit,  so  sure  as  to 
engage  money  on  better  terms  than  any  other  form  of  credit.  In 
this  connection  and  in  regard  to  any  future  operations  that  may  be 
required  here  I  would  suggest  that  I  be  kept  informed  from  time  to 
time  (or  by  each  dispatch)  of  the  quantity  of  cotton  actually  pos- 
sessed by  the  Government.  Such  inquiries  are  made  of  me  and  the 
information  would  be  deemed  valuable  here  in  any  cotton  operation. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Sanders  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  thus  I  have  not  received 
cotton  certificates  which  I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  have  been  sent  to  me  by  him. 

The  last  New  York  papers  contain,  published  at  length,  various 
dispatches  from  your  Department  as  well  as  from  others,  inter- 
cepted as  it  would  appear  by  the  enemy's  cruisers,  amongst  them 
yours  to  me  of  the  26th  of  September  and  28th  of  October;  dupli- 
cates, I  suppose,  as  the  originals  had  previously  reached  me.  A  dupli- 
cate of  Mr.  Memminger  to  me  of  the  24th  of  October  and  his  triplicate 
of  the  25th  of  same  month,  and  Mr.  Mallory's  duplicate  to  me  of  the 
20th  of  October  had  also  been  received;  but  to  the  enemy  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  first  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mallory  to  me  of  the 
30th  of  October. 

It  is  certainly  unfortunate  that  the  messenger  to  whom  these  dis- 
patches were  intrusted  permitted  their  capture,  though  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  particular  inconvenience  to  arise  from  it,  except  so  far 
as  they  refer  to  operations  here  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  February  6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  procure  for  the  Department 
some  works  of  reference  which  ara  not  accessible  here.  I  have  there- 
fore to  request  of  you  the  favor  of  procuring  those  mentioned  in  the 
annexed  list  and  to  draw  for  the  amount  on  the  Department  or  to 
send  me  the  bills  that  I  may  remit  the  cost.  In  either  event  please 
send  duplicate  bills  and  receipts  that  the  cost  may  be  properly 
vouched  at  the  Treasury. 

I  sent  to  Mr.  Hotzc  a  short  time  ago  an  order  for  the  English 
Blue  Books,  especially  on  foreign  affairs.  Perhaps  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  enquire  of  him  what  he  has  done,  so  that  duplicates  may 
be  avoided. 

Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  will  no  doubt  oblige  me  by  for- 
warding the  books  through  their  Charleston  house. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  circular  recently  sent  by  me  to  the  dif- 
ferent consuls  of  foreign  powers  announcing  the  raising  of  the 
blockade  of  Charleston  by  our  superior  forces. 
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That  at  Galveston  was  raised  in  the  same  manner,  and  this  morn- 
ing's papers  announce  the  capture  of  three  Federal  vessels  at  Sabine 
Pass  and  the  opening  of  that  harbor  by  the  breaking  of  the  blockade 
by  superior  force.    Of  this  last  fact  we  have  no  official  knowledge. 

We  scarcely  suppose  that  this  intelligence  will  have  any  effect  on 
the  conduct  of  the  European  powers,  whose  settled  determination  to 
overlook  any  aggression  on  their  rights  by  the  United  States  has  been 
exhibited  under  all  circumstances,  however  aggravated,  in  a  manner 
so  unmistakable  that  we  have  ceased  to  expect  impartiality  at  tbeir 
hands. 

The  recent  losses  of  the  enemy  in  vessels  of  war  are  considerable. 
I  append  an  imperfect  list : 

1.  The  gunboat  Slidell,  destroyed  on  Tennessee  River. 

2.  The  iron-clad  Monitor,  sunk  at  sea.    • 

3.  The  gunboat  Columbia,  wrecked  on  coast. 

4.  The  gunboat  Cairo,  blown  up  by  torpedo  in  Yazoo  River. 

5.  The  steamer  Harriet  Lane,  captured  at  Galveston. 

6.  The  gunboat  Westfteld,  blown  up  at  Galveston. 

7.  The  gunboat  Mercedita,  sunk  off  Charleston. 

8.  The  gunboat ,  sunk  off  Charleston. 

9.  The  gunboat  Isaac  M.  Smith,  captured  in  Stono  River. 

10.  The  gunboat ,  burnt  in  North  Carolina. 

11.  The  gunboat  Hatteras,  sunk  off  Galveston. 

Besides  the  above  are  the  three  vessels  just  announced  to  have  been 
captured  at  Sabine  Pass  and  several  others  much  damaged  by  Flag- 
Officer  Ingraham's  squadron  off  Charleston.  So  that  upon  the  whole 
our  success  on  the  water  has  not  been  inconsiderable. 

In  addition  to  the  above  some  20  of  their  transport  steamers  have 
been  captured  or  destroyed  on  our  inland  Avaters  within  the  last  sixty 
days,  while  the  Alabama  and  Florida  have  not  been  idle  at  sea. 

Of  the  general  aspect  of  the  war  you  will  fully  be  able  to  judge  by 
the  newspapers  of  the  North,  which  paint  their  own  condition  in 
colors  so  dark  that  we  can  scarcely  desire  to  add  anything  to  the 
gloomy  picture.  Public  feeling  with  us  is  bright  and  confident — 
almost  too  much  so.  The  conviction  that  a  disruption  or  revolution 
of  .some  sort  will  take  place  at  the  North  within  a  very  short  period 
is  daily  gaining  ground. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State, 
Hon.  James  Mason,  etc., 

London. 

[Enclosure — Circular  to  the  consuls.] 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  January  31,  1863. 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  to  inform  you  that  this  Government  has  received  an 
official  dispatch  from  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  commanding  the  naval 
forces  of  the  Confederacy  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  stating 
that  the  blockade  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  has  been  broken  by 
the  complete  dispersion  and  disappearance  of  the  blockading  squad- 
ron in  consequence  of  a  successful  attack  made  on  it  by  the  ironclad 
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steamers  commanded  by  Flag-Officer  Ingraham.    During  this  attack 
one  or  more  of  the  blockading  vessels  were  sunk  or  burned. 

As  you  are  doubtless  aware  that  by  the  law  of  nations  a  blockade 
when  thus  broken  by  superior  force  ceases  to  exist  and  can  not  be 
subsequently  enforced  unless  established  de  novo  with  adequate  force 
and  after  due  notice  to  neutral  powers,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to 
give  you  the  information  herein  contained  for  the  guidance  of  such 
vessels  of  nations  as  may  choose  to  carry  on  commerce  with  the  now 
open  port  of  Charleston. 

Respectfully,  etc..  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Mr.  George  Mooee,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Richmond. 


Nassau,  N.  P.,  February  6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  protest  of  Sylvain  Haymann  relative  to 
British  schooner  Harkaioay,  and  likewise  protest  of  David  Owens 
Sabiston  relative  to  same  vessel.  Mr.  Haymann  is  a  French  sub- 
ject and  actually  the  owner  of  the  Harkaway,  though  registered  in 
the  name  of  E.  W.  Farrington,  a  British  subject.  She  was  captured 
and  condemned  before  the  prize  court  at  Key  West,  the  vessel  then 
bearing  the  name  of  the  Victoria.  After  the  sale  her  name  was 
changed  to  the  Harkaway. 

Mr.  Haymann  sent  the  Harkaway  to  Wilmington,  though  clearing 
her  nominally  for  Beaufort  with  a  Federal  consular  clearance.  She 
had  a  cargo  of  salt,  consigned  to  Messrs.  Harris  &  Howell  and  in- 
structions were  forwardedto  invest  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  in  a 
return  cargo  of  rosin  and  cotton.  These  facts  are  of  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,  as  I  perused  the  instructions  given  to  Captain 
Sabiston  on  the  day  of  his  departure. 

It  now  appears  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Harkaway  at  Wilming- 
ton she  was  libeled  by  the  former  owner  of  the  vessel,  he  giving  bond 
for  merely  $12,000  to  appear  at  the  hearing  of  the  case  in 'June  next. 

The  cargo  of  salt  was  worth  fully  $60,000  at  the  date  of  arrival, 
whilst  the  result  of  the  probable  investment  in  cotton  would  have 
yielded  an  equal  return,  so  that  Mr.  Haymann  is  damaged  to  the 
extent  of  about  $120,000  currency  by  this  strange  proceeding.  The 
case,  moreover,  has  made  a  very  unpleasant  impression  here,  as 
parties  will  naturally  hesitate  to  purchase  vessels  condemned  before 
a  prize  court,  and  in  this  proportion  are  the  means  diminished  of 
finding  suitable  craft  to  run  the  blockade.  Amongst  the  residents  of 
the  South  here  the  proceeding  has  been  universally  condemned. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  present  the  matter  to  your  considera- 
tion, deeming,  as  I  do.  that  Mr.  Haymann  has  suffered  unjustly. 

In  conclusion  I  will  add  that  the  governor  of  these  islands  has 
transmitted  copies  of  the  accompanying  protests  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  her  Majesty's  secretary  for  colonial  affairs. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyljger. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 
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[Enclosure  1.] 
BAHAMA   ISLANDS. 


Be  it  known  and  made  manifest  by  this  public  instrument  of  pro- 
test, to  all  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  on  this  day,  being  Thursday, 
the  22d  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Thomas  William  Henry  Dillet, 
notary  public  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,  residing  in  the  city  of  Nassau  in  the  island  of  New  Provi- 
dence, personally  came  and  appeared  David  Owens  Sabiston,  master 
of  the  British  schooner  Uarkaway,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Nassau  aforesaid,  who  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  did  volun- 
tarily allege,  affirm,  protest,  and  say  in  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say : 

That  he  being  the  master  of  the  said  schooner  Harkaway,  sailed 
from  the  port  of  Nassau  aforesaid  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  De- 
cember last  past,  with  a  cargo  of  530  bags  of  Liverpool  salt,  bound 
for  the  port  of  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  one  of  the 
States  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy. 

That  during  the  voyage  he  encountered  a  gale  of  wind  which 
caused  the  vessel  to  leak  badly  and  consequently  put  into  New  Inlet, 
near  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  aforesaid,  in  dis- 
tress, when  the  commandant  of  Fort  Fisher  boarded  the  said  schooner 
and  allowed  her  to  pass  up  to  the  city  of  Wilmington. 

That  the  said  schooner  was  there  consigned  to  Messieurs  Harris  & 
Howell,  merchants,  and  on  the  next  day,  he,  the  said  master,  com- 
menced to  discharge  the  cargo  aforesaid. 

That  some  three  or  four  days  afterwards  the  said  schooner  and 
cargo  were  received  by  process  of  law  taken  by  the  former  owners  of 
the  said  vessel,  the  marshal  at  Wilmington  taking  possession  of  and 
securing  the  said  vessel  to  the  wharf  thereat,  on  the  ground  that  the 
capture,  condemnation,  and  sale  of  the  said  schooner  at  Key  West, 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was 
illegal,  and  therefore  they  were  still  the  legal  owners. 

And  the  appearer  did  further  allege,  protest,  and  say  that  the 
former  owners  wished  him  to  give  them  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
$75,000,  conditioned  to  abide  the  result  of  any  trial  or  action  which 
they  might  prosecute  against  the  said  schooner,  her  cargo,  and  the 
now  owner  thereof,  in  which  case  they  would  release  the  said  schooner 
and  her  cargo,  but  this  appearer  refused  so  to  do. 

And  further  that  he,  this  appearer,  was  informed  at  Wilmington 
aforesaid  and  verily  believes  that  the  said  schooner  was  captured  by 
a  United  States  vessel  of  war  during  the  past  year,  while  owned  by 
parties  at  Wilmington  aforesaid,  and  while  on  a  voyage  therefrom 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  bound  for  the  port  of  Nassau'  aforesaid,  and 
was  carried  to  Key  West,  in  the  State  of  Florida  aforesaid,  as  a  prize 
and  was  condemned  thereat  in  the  prize  court  and  sold  at  public 
auction ;  and  f urther  that  the  said  schooner  was  brought  to  Nassau 
and  sold,  and  there  obtained  a  British  register  and  changed  her 
name  from  that  of  the  Victoria  to  that  of  the  Harkaway. 


D.   O.   SABISTON. 


Whereas  the  said  David  Owens  Sabiston  hath  requested  me,  the 
said  notary,  to  protest,  as  I  do  by  these  presents  most  solemnly  pro- 
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test  and  declare  against  the  arrest  of  the  said  schooner  IJarhaway 
and  her  cargo,  and  against  all  process  and  action  taken  against  either 
or  botli  of  them  by  the  parties  claiming  to  be  the  former  owners  of 
the  said  schooner  or  any  other  parties  whomsoever,  and  also  against 
all  persons  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern  for  and  on  account  of  all 
and  all  manner  of  damages,  losses,  prejudices,  and  detriments  which 
may  happen  by  reason  of  the  said  arrest  and  detention  of  the  said 
schooner  and  her  cargo  aforesaid,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  be 
submitted  unto  by  those  to  whom  it  shall  of  right  belong  or  shall  or 
may  in  anywise  concern.  All  which  things  were  declared,  alleged, 
protested,  and  affirmed,  as  is  before  set  forth  in  the  presence  of  me, 
the  said  notary,  and  therefore  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name 
and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  being  requested  to  testify  and  certify  . 
the  premises. 

Tims  done  and  passed  and  protested  at  Nassau  aforesaid  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

[l.  s.]  T.  William  Henry  Dillet, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 

BAHAMA  ISLANDS. 

I,  Thomas  William  Henry  Dillet,  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  ap- 
pointed, duly  admitted  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  to  all  whom  it 
doth  or  may  concern  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of 
a  certain  protest  made  before  me,  taken  and  extracted  from  my  reg- 
ister of  notarial  acts  made  and  passed  before  me,  at  pages  120,  121, 
122,  123. 

In  testimonium  veritatis, 

T.  William  Henry  Dillet, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 

[Enclosure  2.] 
BAHAMA   ISLANDS. 

Be  it  known  and  made  manifest  by  this  public  instrument  of 
declaration  and  protest,  to  all  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  on  this 
day,  Friday,  the  30th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Thomas  Wil- 
liam Henry  Dillet,  notary  public  by  lawful  authority  appointed, 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  person- 
ally came  and  appeared  Sylvain  Haymann,  of  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  merchant,  who  of  his  own  free  will  and  voluntary  ac- 
cord, did  testify,  allege,  protest,  and  say,  in  manner  following,  that 
is  to  say : 

That  he,  this  appearer,  is  the  agent  at  Nassau,  aforesaid,  of  the 
schooner  Harkaway,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Nassau  afore- 
said, which  same  vessel  sailed  from  the  last  mentioned  port  on  or 
about  the  13th  day  of  December  last  past,  bound  for  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
with  a  cargo  of  Liverpool  salt  and  other  merchandise,  the  owner  of 
the  said  schooner,  to  wit,  Richard  Wightman  Farrington,  of  Fortune 
Island,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  merchant. 
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That  he,  this  appearer,  has  received  letters  from  the  consignees 
of  the  said  schooner  at  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina?  informing 
him  that  the  said  schooner  and  her  cargo  which  lately  arrived  thereat 
has  been  arrested  under  legal  process  at  the  instance  of  parties 
claiming  to  be  the  lawful  owners  thereof  on  the  ground  that  they 
being  the  owners  of  the  vessel  when  she  left  Wilmington  aforesaid 
on  a  voyage  to  Nassau  aforesaid  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  the  said 
schooner  then  called  the  Victoria  was  captured  by  a  United  States 
ship  of  war  and  carried  to  Key  West,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  where 
she  was  condemned  as  a  prize  and  sold  as  such,  and  that  the  said 
parties  have  caused  the  arrest  aforesaid  alleging  that  the  said  cap- 
ture and  sale  was  illegal. 

That  the  said  schooner  Victoria  was  after  the  sale  at  Key  West 
aforesaid  brought  to  this  port  of  Nassau  and  was  there  sold  at 
private  auction,  when  the  purchaser,  the  said  Richard  Wightman 
Farrington,  obtained  a  register  at  the  customs  department  for  the 
said  vessel,  and  changed  her  name  from  that  of  the  Victoria  to  that 
of  the  Harkaway. 

And  that  this  appearer  further  saith  that  at  the  time  of  the  arrest 
of  the  said  schooner  Harkaway  at  Wilmington  as  aforesaid  salt  was 
worth  and  selling  at  from  one  hundred  and  forty  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  bag,  but  that  since  then  it  has  declined  in  price  to 
$40  per  bag,  and  that  by  reason  of  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the 
said  vessel  and  her  cargo  great  losses  must  ensue  to  the  owner  thereof. 

S.  Hatmann. 

Wherefore  the  said Haymann  hath  requested  me,  the 

said  notary,  to  protest,  as  I  do  by  these  presents  most  solemnly  and 
formally  protest,  and  declare  against  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the 
said  schooner  Harkaway  and  her  cargo  as  aforesaid  and  against  all 
process  and  action  taken  against  them,  or  either  of  them,  by  the 
parties  claiming  to  be  the  former  owners  of  the  said  schooner,  or  any 
other  party  or  parties  whomsoever,  and  also  against  all  persons  whom 
it  doth  or  may  concern,  for  and  on  account  of  all  losses,  damages, 
prejudices,  and  detriments  which  may  happen  by  reason  of  the  said 
arrest  and  detention  of  the  said  schooner  and  her  cargo  as  aforesaid 
to  the  intent  that  the  same  may  be  submitted  unto,  suffered,  and 
borne  by  those  to  whom  it  shall  or  may  of  right  belong  or  whom  it 
doth  or  may  concern. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  firm  and  notarial 
seal  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

[l.  s.]  T.  William  Henry  Dillet, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 

BAHAMA  ISLANDS. 

I,  Thomas  William  Henry  Dillet,  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  ap- 
pointed, duly  admitted,  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  to  all  to  whom 
it  cloth  or  may  concern  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of 
a  certain  protest  made  before  me,  taken,  and  extracted  from  my  reg- 
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ister  of  notarial  acts  made  and  passed  before  me,  at  pages   124, 
125,  and  126. 

In  testimonium  Veritas, 
[l.  s.]  T.  William  Henry  Dillet, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


No-  26.]  Paris,  February  6, 1863. 

Sir  :  You  will  find  herewith  duplicate  of  my  last  dispatch  of  29th 
ultimo. 

Having  observed  in  one  of  the  Paris  papers  a  letter  from  Mar- 
tinique in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  local  authorities  were  con- 
sidering a  plan  for  the  introduction  of  negroes  from  the  United 
States,  I  verbally,  through  my  friend  at  the  foreign  affairs,  called  the 
attention  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  the  subject,  stating  that  the 
same  idea  had  been  started  by  the  authorities  of  some  of  the  British 
West  India  colonies,  but  that  the  suggestion  had  been  met  by  the 
refusal  of  the  British  Government  to  entertain  it  at  least  for  the 
present.  I  also  mentioned  the  representations  that  had  been  made 
on  the  same  subject  by  Mr.  Mann,  at  Copenhagen,  and  the  satis- 
factory assurances  which  had  been  given  to  him. 

On  inquiry  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  foun^d  that  the  matter  had  been 
considered  by  the  minister  of  marine  and  colonies,  who  had  been 
disposed  to  entertain  it  favorably ;  but  when  it  was  explained  by  M. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  the  minister  of  marine  was  satisfied  that  his  views 
had  been  too  hastily  adopted,  and  promised  to  give  the  necessary  in- 
structions to  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme.  The  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  relations  that  exist  be- 
tween me  and  his  subordinates,  and  evidently  encourages  them.  I 
am  thus  enabled  to  communicate  anything  that  I  have  to  say  to  the 
minister  and  receive  his  response,  without  the  delays  and  formalities 
which  direct  intercourse  would  necessarily  require.  Yesterday,  for 
instance,  I  desired  to  let  him  know  that  a  loan  had  been  negotiated 
at  Eichmond  by  Erlanger  &  Co.  for  a  considerable  amount,  reim- 
bursible  in  cotton,  and  to  invoke  in  advance  his  good  offices  in  facili- 
tating the  completion  of  the  transaction,  for  here  no  scheme  of  the 
kind  has  any  chance  of  success  if  not  favored  by  the  Government. 
To-day  I  received  a  message  assuring  me  of  his  support.  The  Presi- 
dent's message  has  produced  a  most  admirable  effect  here,  and,  in- 
deed, throughout  Europe  it  is  universally  considered  as  a  most  able, 
manly,  and  dignified  state  paper.  It  is  the  more  admired  from  its 
strong  contrast  with  the  documents  emanating  from  the  Lincoln 
Government.  I  have  just  received  from  Colonel  C.  J.  Helm,  at 
Havana,  an  account  of  his  parting  interview  with  the  retiring  Cap- 
tain-General [Francisco]  Serrano  and  of  the  emphatic  manner  in 
which  he  declared  his  hearty  sympathies  with  our  cause  and  his 
determination  on  his  arrival  in  Spain  to  exert  all  his  influence  in 
favor  of  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States.  As  General 
Serrano  is  now  minister  of  foreign  affairs  at  Madrid,  I  think  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not  there  a  diplomatic  agent  ready  to 
avail  himself  of  his  friendly  disposition,  but  as  Colonel  Helm  in- 
forms me  that  he  has  sent  you  full  minutes  of  his  conversation  with 
General  Serrano,  I  entertain  the  hope  that  you  will  have  authorized 
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some  one  to  represent  you  at  Madrid.  Should  you  not  decide  on 
sending  thither  a  special  agent,  I  will  very  cheerfully  undertake  the 
duty  if  you  think  it  desirable;  the  railroad  communication  is  now 
nearly  completed  and  I  should  not  be  long  absent  from  my  post.  I 
shall  send  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  Colonel  Helm's 
letter,  and  hope  that  it  may  lead  to  some  overtures  to  the  Spanish 
Government  tending  toward  recognition;  but,  of  course,  I  do  not 
expect  any  further  decided  action  until  we  hear  what  was  the  re- 
ception of  the  dispatch  to  M.  Mercier  of  9th  January.  I  should 
feel  pretty  confident  of  its  being  favorable  were  it  not  for  the  Em- 
peror's letter  of  3d  July  last,  which  probably  would  have  been 
received  by  the  same  steamer  as  the  dispatch.  I  am  not  without 
hopes  that  the  proposition  will  be  rejected ;  if  so,  you  may  consider 
immediate  recognition  as  almost  certain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

John*  Sijdeij.. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — I  send  you  the  responses  of  the  Senate  and  Corps  Legislatif 
to  the  Emperor's  address  at  the  opening  of  the  Chambers;  they,  as 
usual,  merely  reecho  the  words  of  the  sovereign  with  slight  variations 
of  form.  ' 


No.  13.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  February  7,  1863. 

Sie  :  By  your  Nos.  20  and  21,  of  11th  and  29th  November  last,  re- 
ceived yesterday,  I  greatly  regret  to  find  that  you  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived any  dispatches  from  me  of  later  date  than  April.  Those 
forwarded  to  you  subsequent  to  that  date  went  as  follows: 

No.  5,  on  19th  July,  1862;  No.  6,  on  26th  September,  1862;  No. 
7,  on  17th  October,  1862;  No.  8,  on  28th  October,  1862;  No.  9,  on 
30th  October,  1862;  No.  10,  on  11th  December;  No.  11,  on  15th 
January,  1863;  No.  12,  on  15th  January,  1863,  circular. 

Duplicates  have  always  been  forwarded  by  the  conveyance  next 
succeeding  the  originals. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate  since  my  dispatch  of  15th 
ultimo,  except  the  breaking  of  the  blockade  at  several  Southern 
ports,  which  you  will  have  learned  through  the  newspapers  long 
before  your  receipt  of  this.  I  enclose  you  the  official  circular  of 
the  breaking  of  the  blockade  at  Charleston.  The  blockade  at  Gal- 
veston was  still  more  effectually  raised  by  the  capture  of  the  Har- 
riet Lane  and  the  blowing  up  of  the  Westfield,  which  was  the  flag- 
ship of  the  squadron;  and  we  have  just  received  a  telegram,  some- 
what imperfectly  worded,  from  Galveston  announcing  the  capture 
of  the  enemy's  forces  at  Sabine  Pass,  the  capture  of  13  guns,  stores 
of  the  value  of  $1,000,000,  and  109  prisoners;  and,  as  we  understand 
the  dispatch,  a  sloop  of  war  was  also  captured  by  our  river  steam- 
ers lined  with  bulwarks  of  cotton  bales.  Our  steamers  are  now 
cruising  off  Sabine  Pass  in  hopes  of  picking  up  further  prizes. 

I  shall  apprise  foreign  consuls  of  the  opening  of  these  two  addi- 
tional ports  of  Galveston  and  Sabine  Pass. 
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Enclosed  are  extracts  from  newspapers  with  official  accounts  of 
the  breaking  of  the  blockade  at  Charleston. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  John  Slidell,  etc., 

Paris. 
P-  S. — I  add  hereto  an  extract  from  a  letter  recently  received  by 
me  from  a  gentleman  who  is  a  professor  in  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia and  is  represented  by  all  of  whom  I  have  made  inquiry  as 
being  of  the  highest  character  and  respectability.  It  is  a  very  sin- 
gular statement,  and  you  ought  not  to  remain  ignorant  of  a  fact 
which  may  serve  as  a  clue  to  unravel  any  secret  designs  that  may  be 
entertained  in  France. 

[Extract] 

Three  years  ago  I  had  the  honor  of  an  hour's  conversation  with 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  at  the  Villa  Eugenie  in  Biarritz. 
After  having  exhausted  all  the  little  information  I  could  afford 
him,  draining  me  a  sec,  and  leaving  me,  after  all,  under  the  im- 
pression that  he  knew  more  of  all  the  subjects  on  which  he  had 
examined  me  than  I  did  myself,  he  turned  with  peculiar  and  un- 
disguised eagerness  to  the  Mexican  question.  I  had  then  just  re- 
turned from  Cuba  and  fancied  I  had  thoroughly  informed  myself 
as  to  the  condition  of  things  there  and  in  the  Gulf.  I  was  soon 
undeceived.  He  knew  the  very  number  of  guns  on  the  Morro,  the 
sums  the  United  States  had  spent  on  the  fortifications  in  Florida, 
the  exports  and  imports  of  Galveston  and  Matamoras — in  short, 
everything  which  well-informed  local  agents  could  have  reported 
to  an  experienced  statesman,  eager  of  information.  He  examined 
me  again  on  Texas  and  its  population,  the  disposition  of  the  French 
residents,  the  tendencies  of  the  German  colonists,  the  feeling  on  the 
Mexican  frontier.  Twice,  I  remember  well,  he  repeated:  "La 
Louisiane,  n'est-ce  pas  qu'elle  est  Francaise  au  fond  ?  "  At  last 
he  turned  to  the  colonies,  and  then  stated  in  round  terms,  finding 
that  I  quoted  from  his  Idees  Napoleoniennes  the  well-known  words, 
"  Eh  bien  il  faut  reconstruire  l'Empire  la  bas." 

After  having  received  this  cue  to  his  questions  and  the  unexpected 
interest  he  deigned  to  show  in  so  insignificant  a  person,  I  was  en- 
abled better  to  follow  his  ideas  and  more  fully  to  answer  his  ques- 
tions. From  what  I  could  then  gather,  I  was  fully  persuaded  that 
he  proposed  to  seek  in  Mexico  a  compensation  for  the  lost  colonies 
in  the  West  Indies,  which,  he  said,  could  not  be  recovered  sans  nous 
brouiller  avec  nos  alliees.  He  insisted  upon  it  that  France  must 
sooner  or  later  have  a  pied  a  terre  on  the  Florida  coast  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  her  commerce  in  the  Gulf,  "  for,"  he  added,  "  nous 
ne  voulons  pas  d'un  autre  Gibraltar  de  ce  cote  la !  "  Finally,  I  think 
he  revolved  in  his  mind  the  possibility  of  recovering  a  foothold  in 
Louisiana,  although  he  never  stated  this  purpose  in  so  many  words, 
perhaps  from  a  courteous  regard  to  my  position. 

There  were,  of  course,  other  points  mentioned  in  a  conversation 
carried  on  with  his  usual  rapidity  of  thought  and  marvelous  con- 
ciseness of  expression,  but  I  venture  here  only  to  mention  those  I 
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can  state  in  precise  terms  as  having  a  direct  bearing  on  the  question 
of  French  policy  in  the  South. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  his  remarks  made  so  deep  an  impression 
on  my  mind  that  I  jotted  down  the  salient  points  for  my  own  guid- 
ance and  as  interesting  points  d'appui  for  future  researches.  Upon 
my  return  to  Paris  I  had  the  opportunity  of  mentioning  some  of 
them  to  Mr.  Drouin  de  Lhuys,  whom  I  have  the  advantage  of  know- 
ing personally.  He  seemed  to  be  not  only  fully  aware  of  the  peculiar 
views  of  the  Emperor,  but  added  much  to  explain  them.  His  point 
of  view  was,  of  course,  a  different  one,  and  as  he  was  then  out  of 
office  perhaps  more  decided  than  it  would  be  at  this  moment.  Al- 
though these  views  and  expressions  are  now  three  years  old,  I  need 
not  suggest  to  you  how  tenacious  the  Emperor  is  in  his  long-prepared 
purposes,  especially  when  they  concern  his  openly  avowed  plan  of 
recovering  all  that  can  be  recovered  of  the  great  Empire. 


No.  15.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  February  7, 1863. 

Sir:  I  had  just  concluded  my  No.  14  when  I  received,  on  6th  in- 
stant, your  Nos.  21,  22,  and  23,  the  two  former  of  10th  December, 
and  the  last  of  11th,  same  month. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  your  situation  was  such  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  you  to  take  charge  of  the  accused  Hester,  or  send  him 
to  this  country  for  trial,  as  his  offence,  committed  on  the  deck  of 
one  of  our  national  vessels,  was  as  much  within  our  exclusive  juris- 
diction as  if  committed  on  the  soil  of  the  Confederacy.  But  as  you 
would,  in  the  event  of  his  delivery  to  you  on  demand,  have  been 
utterly  without  any  means  of  bringing  him  away  or  sending  him 
under  proper  guard  to  this  country,  you  seem  to  have  had  no  choice 
in  the  matter.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  case,  however,  may  be 
hereafter  cited  as  a  precedent  against  us  when  our  circumstances 
shall  be  changed,  and  it  is  regarded  as  unfortunate  that  our  silent 
acquiescence,  enforced  as  it  has  been  by  our  peculiar  condition,  leaves 
us  open  to  misconstruction. 

Your  views  expressed  in  No.  22  are  in  entire  accordance  with  those 
of  Mr.  Memminger  and  myself,  and  measures  have  already  been 
taken  to  concentrate  in  one  house  or  agent  all  the  financial  operar 
tions  of  the  Government  abroad,  and  to  revoke  authority  given  by 
heads  of  departments  to  separate  or  special  agents. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  I  told  Mr.  Sanders  that  I  would 
be  willing  to  give  him  a  certain  sum  for  the  delivery  of  dispatches 
from  abroad,  but  would  not- engage  to  employ  him  to  establish  a 
line  of  communication.  He  has  been  so  unfortunate  in  his  efforts 
thus  far,  and  his  son  has  been  guilty  of  such  folly  in  allowing  dis- 
patches to  be  seized  on  his  person,  and  in  an  insane  attempt  to  run 
the  blockade  in  a  sailing  vessel  when  he  had  a  passage  on  a  steamer 
at  his  command,  that  T  think  it  best  you  should  decline  risking  any 
dispatches  through  Mr.  Sanders.  If*  sent  to  Nassau  to  care  of  Mr. 
Louis  Heyliger,  we  will  be  almost  certain  to  receive  them.    I  annex 
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a  list  of  all  dispatches  sent  you,  that  you  may  be  aware  of  the  fact 
of  the  loss  of  any  not  yet  received  by  you. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 


No.  30.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  February  9,  1863. 

Sir:  The  opportunity  still  admitting,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
you  herewith  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  and  debate  in  Par- 
liament on  the  Queen's  speech  at  the  first  day  of  the  session.  It 
was,  unfortunately,  carelessly  cut  from  the  London  Times,  but  as 
the  best  report  was  contained  in  that  paper,  I  send  it  as  it  is.  It 
will  reach  you,  of  course,  long  after  you  will  have  had  the  general 
tenor  of  the  debate  from  other  sources,  but  probably  not  as  reported 
at  length.  While  both  the  ministry  and  the  opposition  agree  that 
the  separation  of  the  States  is  final,  yet  both  equally  agree,  that  in 
their  judgment,  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  recognition.  Both 
parties  are  guided  in  this  by  a  fixed  English  purpose  to  run  no  risk 
of  a  broil,  even  far  less,  a  war  with  the  United  States.  For  us  it 
only  remains  to  be  silent  and  passive.  The  ground  taken  by  Lord 
Derby  that  recognition  without  other  form  of  intervention  would 
have  no  fruits,  is  constantly  assumed  here  by  those  who  are  against 
any  movement ;  and  with  those  willingly  deaf  it  is  vain  to  argue. 

I  hope  at  an  early  day  of  the  session,  on  a  call  to  be  made,  my 
correspondence  with  the  foreign  office  will  be  laid  before  Parliament; 
the  English  people  will  then,  at  least,  have  the  Southern  view  of  the 
effect  of  such  simple  recognition. 

It  is  thought  here  that,  if  from  no  other  cause,  the  war  must  soon 
come  to  an  end  from  sheer  inability  in  the  Lincoln  Government  to 
carry  it  on.  Our  latest  military  advices  are  the  damaging  blows 
dealt  to  the  enemy  at  Murfreesboro,  the  late  signal  and  unexampled 
naval  victory  at  Galveston,  and  to-day,  in  the  report  by  telegraph 
that  the  enemy's  gunboat  Hatteras,  after  a  sharp  action  with  one  of 
our  little  navy,  "supposed  to  be  the  Alabama"  the  Oreto,  or  the 
Harriet  Lane,  has  been  sunk.  The  report  comes  from  Queenstown 
by  a  vessel  just  arrived  there  from  Nova  Scotia.  The  public  here, 
schooled  by  experience,  looks  just  as  confidently,  by  each  arrival, 
for  news  of  Southern  successes  as  you  await  them  at  Richmond. 

As  yet  I  have  not  even  an  acknowledgment  from  the  foreign  office 
of  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  3d  of  January,  containing  the 
protest  you  instructed  me  to  make  on  the  failure  of  the  Secretary  to 
answer  the  enquiries  put  to  him.  The  letter  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Macfarland.  and  there  can  be  no  question,  therefore,  of  its  receipt. 
Strange  contumacy  from  such  a  quarter. 

I  have  no  further  intelligence  from  Paris  about  the  loan,  the 
steamer  due  from  New  York  to-day  not  having  yet  arrived. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


688  LIST   OF   PAPERS. 

Foreign  Office,  February  10, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
January,  referring  to  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  7th 
of  July  last,  respecting  the  interpretation  placed  by  her  Majesty's 
Government  on  the  declaration  with  regard  to  blockade  appended  to 
the  treaty  of  Paris. 

I  have,  in  the  first  place,  to  assure  you  that  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  much  regret  if  you  should  feel  that  any  want  of  respect 
was  intended  by  the  circumstance  of  a  mere  acknowledgment  of  your 
letter  having  hitherto  been  addressed  to  you. 

With  regard  to  the  question  contained  in  it,  I  have  to  say  that  her 
Majesty's  Government  sees  no  reason  to  qualify  the  language  em- 
ployed in  my  dispatch  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  loth  of  February  last. 
It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  Government  to  be  sufficiently  clear  that 
the  declaration  of  Paris  could  not  have  been  intended  to  mean  that  a 
port  must  be  so  blockaded  as  really  to  prevent  access  in  all  winds,  and 
independently  of  whether  the  communication  might  be  carried  on  of 
a  dark  night  or  by  means  of  small  low  steamers  or  coasting  craft 
creeping  along  the  shore;  in  short,  that  it  was  necessary  that  com- 
munication with  a  port  under  blockade  should  be  utterly  and  abso- 
lutely impossible  under  any  circumstances.  In  further  illustration  of 
this  remark,  I  may  say  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  blockade  would  be  in 
legal  existence,  although  a  sudden  storm  or  change  of  wind  occasion- 
ally blew  off  the  blockading  squadron. 

This  is  a  change  to  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  every  blockade 
is  liable.  Such  an  accident  does  not  suspend,  much  less  break,  a  block- 
ade. Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  driving  off  of  a  blockading  force 
by  a  superior  force  does  break  a  blockade,  which  must  be  renewed, 
de  novo,  in  the  usual  form,  to  be  binding  upon  neutrals. 

The  declaration  of  Paris  was,  in  truth,  directed  against  what  were 
once  termed  paper  blockades — that  is,  blockades  not  sustained  by  any 
actual  or  by  a  notoriously  inadequate  naval  force — such  as  the  occa- 
sional appearance  of  a  man-of-war  in  the  offing  or  the  like. 

The  adequacy  of  the  force  to  maintain  the  blockade  must,  indeed, 
always  to  a  certain  degree  be  one  of  fact  and  evidence,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  in  any  of  the  numerous  cases  brought  before  the  prize 
courts  in  America  the  inadequacy  of  the  force  has  been  urged  by 
those  who  would  have  been  most  interested  in  urging  it  against  the 
legality  of  the  seizure. 

The  interpretation,  therefore,  placed  by  her  Majesty's  Government 
on  the  declaration  of  Paris  was  that  a  blockade  in  order  to  be  re- 
spected by  neutrals  must  be  practically  effective. 

At  the  time  I  wrote  my  dispatch  to  Lord  Lyons,  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment were  of  opinion  that  the  blockade  of  the  Southern  ports 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  so  regarded,  and  certainly  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  since  been  enforced  gives  to  neutral  Governments  no 
excuse  for  asserting  that  the  blockade  has  not  been  efficiently  main- 
tained. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  same  view  of  the  meaning  and  effect  of 
the  article  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  on  the  subject  of  blockade, 
which  is  above  explained,  was  taken  by  the  representative  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  St.  James  (Mr.  Dallas)  during  the 
communications  which  passed  between  the  two  Governments  some 
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?ears  before  the  present  war,  with  a  view  to  the  accession  of  the 
Tnited  States  to  that  declaration. 


I  have,  etc., 
J.  M.  Masoij. 


Russell. 


No.  39.]  25  Rue  Royale,  Brussels, 

February  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  am  now  enabled  to  inform  you  authoritatively  that  my  note 
to  Mr.  Rogier  of  January  5  received  the  most  respectful  considera- 
tion from  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  King  Leopold.  It  en- 
gaged the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet  from  time  to  time  for  more 
than  a  month.  Finally  it  was  decided  that  Belgium,  in  view  of  the 
obligations  imposed  upon  her  at  the  commencement  of  her  exist- 
ence, could  not  take  so  grave  a  step  as  to  recognize  us,  when  the 
great  western  powers  shrunk  from  the  performance  of  such  an 
undertaking.  This  decision  was  communicated  to  me  in  person  at 
my  residence,  in  a  most  courteous  manner,  by  the  Count  de  Borch- 
grave,  chef  de  cabinet  of  the  foreign  office,  a  functionary  who  pecu- 
liarly enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  Sovereign. 

My  primary  object  in  making  the  explicit  request  for  recognition, 
as  I  intimated  to  you  in  my  No.  36,  was  to  induce  King  Leopold, 
after  he  had  failed  in  his  purpose  with  England  first,  and  France 
afterwards,  to  endeavor  to  operate  upon  those  powers  to  encourage 
a  simultaneous  European  movement  upon  the  subject.  T  was  careful 
to  remark  in  my  note  that  "  Such  a  measure  it  is  confidently  believed 
would  be  joyously  hailed  and  promptly  emulated  by  every  member 
of  the  European  family." 

I  have  the  best  of  reasons  for  believing  that  I  succeeded  in  my 
purpose.  But  unhappily  the  Government  of  the  Tuileries  persisted 
in  its  policy  of  impracticable  mediation,  while  Lord  Palmerston 
could  not  consummate  his  long-cherished  wishes  without  incurring 
the  risk  of  being  deprived  of  the  seals  of  office  by  a  coalition  of  the 
Conservatives,  Radicals,  and  ultra-Abolitionists.  The  speeches  of 
Earl  Derby  and  Mr.  Disraeli  the  first  night  of  the  session  quite 
clearly  indicated  the  plans  which  were  arranged  for  the  readvent  to 
power  of  the  former  premier  and  former  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer. Many  of  our  friends  in  England  calculated  largely,  until 
the  meeting  of  Parliament,  upon  the  opposition  for  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  independence.  T  never  for  a  moment  indulged  any  such 
expectation.  While  there  are  many  prominent  members  of  that  party 
who  earnestly  desire  such  an  occurrence,  its  leaders  assuredly  do  not 
nor  ever  have. 

I  am  as  confident  now,  as  T  have  been  confident  for  many  months, 
that  the  two  first  statesmen  of  Great  Britain,  Lord  Palmerston  and 
Mr.  Gladstone,  have  our  cause  sincerely  at  heart,  while  their  two 
rivals.  Earl  Derby  and  Mr.  Disraeli,  regard  with  the  coldest  in- 
difference the  successful  struggles  which  we  have  made  to  cast  off 
the  iron  yoke  which  the  North  was  anxious  to  impose  upon  us.  Even 
Lord  Malmesbury  could  not  find  it  in  his  heart  to  raise  his  voice 
in  behalf  of  recognition,   although  cordially  approving  the   first 
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proposition  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French;  while  Mr.  Seymour 
Fitzgerald,  his  former  first  undersecretary,  who  was  believed  to  be 
among  the  most  ardent  of  our  admirers,  was  entirely  silent  upon  the 
occasion. 

An  answer  from  Washington  to  the  last  suggestion  of  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  is  daily  looked  for.  No  good  to  us,  in  my  opinion,  will 
proceed  from  so  irresolute  a  proposition.  It  will  likely  be  received 
as  having  been  engendered  in  timid  counsels  and  will  be  declined 
with  an  immense  array  of  words  and  a  grand  nourish  of  patriotism. 
Will  Louis  Napoleon  then  pronounce  in  favor  of  unconditional  recog- 
nition, as  he  has  been  so  earnestly  implored  to  do  by  the  nestor  of 
sovereigns  ?    I  fear  that  he  will  not. 

In  the  meantime,  more  than  ever  should  we  rely  upon  the  power 
of  our  invincible  arms  and  the  immutable  justice  of  the  God  of 
Battles  for  hastening  an  honorable  peace.  If  it  is  possible  for 
patriots  to  be  more  resolute,  more  energetic,  more  skillful  in  the 
science  of  war  than  we  have  been  all  along,  now  assuredly  is  the 
time  for  such  a  demonstration  to  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  27.]  Paris,  February  12, 1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  of  6th  instant,  we  have  heard  of  the  unlucky 
fate  of  certain  dispatches  sent  by  Mr.  Sanders,  among  them  your 
No.  7,  on  the  subject  of  the  consular  agents  at  Richmond  and  Gal- 
veston. Some  of  the  English  journals  affected  to  believe  that  it 
would  produce  an  unfavorable  effect  here.  You  will  find  by  the 
article  from  the  Moniteur  which  I  annex  that  their  anticipations  have 
not  been  realized.  It  is  fortunate  that  I  had  already  placed  the 
greater  portion  of  your  dispatch  with  the  accompanying  documents 
before  the  Emperor  through  M.  Mocquard,  as  stated  in  my  No.  23, 
but  even  in  the  absence  of  that  communication  the  manner  in  which 
the  President  in  his  late  message  spoke  of  the  friendly  course  of 
the  Emperor  would  have  sufficed  to  correct  any  unfriendly  feeling 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  excited  bv  the  perusal  of  the  dis- 
patch. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No-  18.]  Havana,  February  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Lucius  Q.  C.  Lamar  I  announce 
to  the  Department  his  safe  arrival  at  and  departure  from  Havana 
for  his  post  of  duty.  Mr.  Lamar's  health  had  greatly  improved, 
though  he  was  still  quite  feeble. 

It  is  rumored  here  that  the  Captain-General  Serrano  was  appointed 
premier  of  Spain  in  three  days  after  his  arrival  at  Madrid.    Should 
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this  rumor  be  confirmed,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  him 
a  private  note,  urging  upon  him  the  propriety  of  an  immediate 
cooperation  by  Spam  with  France  in  the  recognition  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  he  will  insist  upon 
such  a  proposition  being  made  to  the  Emperor. 

I  have  nothing  further  of  interest  to  communicate  to  the  Depart- 
ment at  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  G.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  18.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  February  14, 1863. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  open- 
ing session  of  Parliament,  which  assembled  on  the  5th  ultimo. 

If  any  of  my  later  communications  have  been  received,  you  will 
not  be  surprised  at  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  leaders  of  the  con- 
servative party  on  the  subject  of  our  recognition.  As  early  as 
November  22  I  wrote :  "  We  have  as  many  friends  in  the  ministerial 
as  in  the  Tory  Party,  and  the  action  of  the  Government  on  the 
American  question  has  thus  far  depended  on  persons  rather  than  on 
parties."  And  again,  on  the  20th  December:  "I  see  no  reason  to 
alter  my  opinion,  already  expressed,  that  we  have  little  to  hope  from 
the  advent  of  that  party  to  power." 

These  views  have  now  received  ample  confirmation  in  the  fact 
that  Earl  Russell  has  actually  used  stronger  language  than  the 
chief  of  the  opposition.  While  Lord  Derby  expressed  only  his  con- 
viction that  the  subjugation  of  our  country  was  an  impossibility, 
Lord  Russell  went  so  far  as  to  pronounce  such  subjugation  a  calamity 
to  America,  to  the  world,  and  especially  to  the  negro  race.  Thus 
though  the  two  great  English  parties,  as  represented  by  their  au- 
thorized exponents,  stop  short  of  the  practical  conclusions  forced 
upon  them  by  the  logic  of  facts,  yet  they  admit  the  facts  themselves 
as  fully  and  conclusively  as  we  could  desire.  I  have  long  since 
informed  you  that  our  affairs  are  not  and  can  not  be  made  a  party 
question.  We  have  friends  in  all  parties,  even  among  the  radicals, 
witness  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Roebuck,  and  this  is  the  only  party 
in  which  we  can  be  said  to  have  open  and  active  enemies.  I  even 
question,  in  the  light  of  information  that  has  reached  me  during 
the  past  month  and  in  view  of  his  latest  declaration,  whether  Earl 
Russell  is  not  at  heart  a  friend,  but  his  statesmanship  knows  of  no 
higher  resource  than  procrastination.  Lord  Palmerston,  notwith- 
standing his  long  experience  and  great  reputation,  is  by  nature 
rather  a  politician  than  a  statesman,  and  therefore  the  notorious 
fact  that  any  action  in  American  affairs  is  equivalent  to  the  dissolu- 
tion of  his  inharmonious  cabinet  sways  him  more  than  any  compre- 
hensive view  of  national  interests. 

In  my  last  I  reported  a  conversation  with  a  confidential  friend  of 
his  which  left  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  at  that  time  the  Premier 
felt  strongly  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  energetic  action.  Two 
weeks  later  another  and  fuller  conversation  with  the  same  person 
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explained  to  me  that  personal  and  party  considerations  had  over- 
ruled this  feeling.  The  conservatives,  never  very  effective  as  an  op- 
position, are  committed  by  their  party  traditions  against  the  recog- 
nition of  an  "'  insurgent  power,"  as  well  as  against  the  Paris  conven- 
tion in  regard  to  blockades.  Lord  Derby,  moreover,  is  supposed  to 
express  in  an  especial  degree  the  personal  feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
Queen,  which  are  said  to  be  still  decidedly  averse  to  recognition. 
There  is  thus  a  parliamentary  deadlock  which  prevents  all  action. 
What,  however,  more  than  all  else  contributes  to  this  universal 
inertia  is  the  universal  conviction  that  the  main  object  of  British 
policy  is  secured  and  that  separation  and  Southern  independence  are 
achieved  beyond  peradventure.  Even  so  zealous  a  champion  as  Mr. 
Gregory  reasons  from  this  fact,  as  do  Lords  Palmerston  and  Derby. 
In  a  private  letter  which  was  confidentially  communicated  to  me  he 
writes  to  a  collaborator  in  Parliament  just  before  the  session  that 
while  a  year  ago  he  would  have  taken  any  risk  and  not  have  thought 
the  risk  of  war  too  great  to  effect  this  important  object  he  would  not 
now  advise  any  risk,  not  even  the  slightest.  He  was  opposed  to 
agitate  the  subject  of  recognition  until  parliamentary  opinion  had 
spontaneously  ripened  for  its  adoption.  The  most  that  can  now  be 
expected  is  a  motion  for  the  correspondence  of  the  foreign  office  with 
Mr.  Mason.  This  will  probably  be  made  in  a  few  days  by  our 
staunchest  friend,  Lord  Campbell,  and  may  possibly  be  followed  in 
the  Commons. 

The  organs  of  the  Conservative  Party,  the  Herald  and  Standard, 
remain  unshaken  in  their  advocacy  of  recognition,  notwithstanding 
the  position  assumed  by  Lord  Derby,  which  they  freely  criticize. 
In  the  Index  of  this  week,  No.  42,  will  be  found  an  article  from 
the  Herald  on  this  subject  which  may  be  useful  for  republication. 
The  Times,  with  characteristic  vacillation  and  brutality,  has  just  de- 
livered itself  of  a  coarse  and  vulgar  invective  against  Mr.  Mason, 
the  occasion  being  a  brief  dinner  speech  which  Dr.  Mason  was  in 
very  courtesy  compelled  by  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  company  to 
make  at  an  unofficial  banquet  given  by  the  lord  mayor  of  London. 
The  Times  in  this  instance  most  assuredly  does  not  represent  public 
opinion,  which  has  pronounced  Mr.  Mason's  remarks  appropriate  and 
eminently  felicitous.  The  Times,  in  fact,  would  now  be  simply  con- 
temptible if  it  were  not  still  feared  for  its  inherited  power,  but  that 
power  has  descended  into  hands  incapable  of  wielding  it  as  if  it  was 
Uie  battle-ax  of  a  giant  of  old  and  the  men  who  now  control  the 
rimes  reel  under  its  weight  like  drunkards.  Not  many  months  since, 
when  Austria  offered  to  join  the  Zollverein,  it  announced  and  com- 
mented on  the  accession  of  "  Prussia  "  to  this  great  customs  union 
in  an  elaborate  leader.  More  recently  in  commenting  on  our  affairs 
it  proved  editorially  by  a  showy  array  of  figures  that  including  Mis- 
souri Kentucky,  and  Maryland  we  had  a  larger  population  than  the 
JNorth  and  could  consequently  raise  more  soldiers.  The  Times  is  also 
the  paper  which  once  placed  Portland,  Me.,  in  the  British  Provinces. 
J  nese  are  only  a  few  of  the  ridiculous  blunders  that  would  have 
ruined  any  other  paper  than  the  Times.  I  have  said  thus  much  about 
this  matter  because  the  tirade  against  Mr.  Mason  will  no  doubt  be 
extensively  copied  by  the  Northern  press  and  perhaps  by  a  portion  of 
our  own.  r 
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Great  efforts  have  been  made  to  arouse  the  antislavery  feeling  of  the 
country  by  "emancipation  meetings,"  but  so  far  with  remarkably 
little  success.  The  largest  of  these  meetings,  at  Exeter  Hall,  was  in- 
deed numerously  attended,  but  not  a  single  one  of  the  well-known 
names  of  the  emancipationist  school  was  among  the  number.  All 
persons  of  social  and  political  respectability  have  held  aloof.  The 
Index,  No.  41,  contains  the  comments  of  the  leading  papers.  But 
though  the  agitators  have  failed  there  is  always  a  latent  danger  in 
the  agitation  of  this  subject,  and  of  this  public  men  are  aware,  which 
niny  account  in  part  for  the  timidity  of  their  American  policy. 

The  publication  of  certain  intercepted  duplicates  of  dispatches  has 
amused  public  curiosity  for  a  few  days,  but  I  differ  from  the  opinion 
of  many  of  our  countrymen  that  it  has  done  harm,  as  it  really  re- 
vealed little  which  was  not  known  before.  Financial  men  criticize 
the  management  of  our  finances  and  assert  that  all  negotiations  of 
whatever  kind  should  have  been  entrusted  to  some  well-known  and 
substantial  English  firm,  and  that  not  having  done  so  will  delay  and 
render  more  expensive  any  larger  negotiations  hereafter.  The  dis- 
tress in  Lancashire  is  decidedly  mitigated,  thanks  to  the  larger  chari- 
table subscriptions,  and  the  demand  for  manufactured  goods  at  prices 
somewhat  corresponding  with  those  of  the  raw  material.  Thus  the 
Government  will  probably  be  able  to  avoid  the  danger  of  proposing 
a  national  loan  for  the  relief  of  the  distress.  An  important  alteration 
in  the  tobacco  duty  was  last  night  proposed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and  will 
doubtless  become  law,  reducing  it  on  manufactured,  and  increasing  it 
on  unmanufactured  tobacco.  It  is  probably  a  wise  measure  in  a 
British  point  of  view,  but  one  whicli  I  fear  will  hereafter  tell  against 
the  productions  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  and  in  favor  of  German 
and  other  sorts.  The  insurrection  in  Poland  is  beginning  to  assume 
the  features  of 'a  revolution,  and  already  the  British  press  is  manifest- 
ing that  sympathy  which  it  was  so  slow  in  according  to  us,  and  with 
which  they  have  so  often  deluded  apparently  well-founded  hopes. 
This  and  the  approaching  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  are  at 
present  the  uppermost  topics  in  the  public  mind  find  throw  our  affairs 
temporarily  in  the  background.  The  Times  has  not  a  word  to  say 
about  the  destruction  of  the  Hatteras  by  the  Alabama,  of  which  we 
have  full  particulars  by  last  West  Indian  mail. 

Surveying  my  field  of  observation  I  am  not  discouraged,  even 
though  Government,  Parliament,  and  people  seem  to  be  in  a  state  of 
torpor  as  regards  America.  A  better  knowledge  of  us,  a  higher  ap- 
preciation of  our  national  character,  and  a  more  reasonable  view  of 
our  institutions,  are  visibly  extending  every  day.  Even  among  the 
masses  these  juster  ideas  gain  ground,  and  Mrs.  Beecher  Stowe  and 
negro  fanaticism  are  satirized  and  ridiculed  on  the  public  stage.  If 
we  shall  owe  no  gratitude  to  Europe  for  favors  received,  we  shall 
at  least  have  a  fair  field  before  us  when  our  career  of  peaceful  pros- 
perity begins. 

My  communications  have  so  invariably  commenced  or  ended  with 
appeals  for  larger  means  that  but  for  the  urgency  of  the  case  I  should 
be  ashamed  to  repeat  them.  My  usefulness  is  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  means  at  my  command.  Without  any  profusion  in  expenditure, 
which  is  not  only  unnecessary  but  actually  hurtful,  the  full  employ- 
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ment  of  all  my  facilities  of  usefulness  requires  a  contingent  allowance 
of  not  less  than  $10,000  per  annum.  I  have  just  been  fortunate  enough 
to  secure  as  a  permanent  contributor  to  the  Index,  the  chief  editor  of 
one  of  the  leading  daily  journals — for  obvious  reasons  I  omit  the 
name — and  similar  opportunities  of  strengthening  my  intimacy  with 
established  organs  of  public  opinion  are  constantly  occurring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


24  Upper  Setmour  Street, 
Portman  Square,  February  16, 1863. 

Mr  Lord:  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  ask  the  attention  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  to  recent  intelligence  received  here  in  regard 
to  the  blockade  at  Galveston,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and  at  Charleston, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

First,  as  respects  Galveston,  it  appears  that  the  blockading  squad- 
ron was  driven  off  from  that  port  and  harbor  by  a  superior  Con- 
federate force,  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last ;  one  ship  was  captured, 
the  flagship  destroyed,  and  the  rest  escaped,  making  their  way,  it  is 
said,  to  some  point  of  the  Southern  coast  occupied  by  the  United 
States  forces.  Whatever  blockade  of  the  port  of  Galveston,  there- 
fore, may  have  previously  existed,  I  submit  was  effectually  raised 
and  destroyed  by  the  superior  forces  of  the  party  blockaded. 

Again,  as  respects  the  port  of  Charleston,  through  the  ordinary 
channels  of  intelligence  we  have  information,  uncontradicted,  that 
the  alleged  blockade  of  that  port  was  in  like  manner  raised  and  de- 
stroyed Dy  a  superior  Confederate  force,  at  a  very  early  hour  on  the 
31st  of  January  ultimo,  two  ships  of  the  blockading  squadron  hav- 
ing been  sunk,  a  third  escaped  disabled,  and  what  remained  of  the 
squadron  afloat  was  entirely  driven  off  the  coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  therefore,  that  the  alleged  preexisting 
blockade  of  the  porfs  aforesaid  was  terminated  at  Galveston  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  last,  and  at  Charleston  on  the  31st  of  the  same 
month,  a  principle  clearly  stated  in  a  letter  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
receive  from  your  lordship,  dated  on  the  10th  instant,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"  The  driving  off  a  blockading  squadron  by  a  superior  force,  does 
break  a  blockade,  which  must  be  renewed  de  novo  in  the  usual  form 
to  be  binding  upon  neutrals,"  a  principle  uniformly  admitted  by  all 
text  writers  on  public  law,  and  established  by  decisions  of  courts  of 
admiralty. 

I  am  aware  that  official  information  of  either  of  these  events  may 
not  have  reached  the  Government  of  her  Majesty;  but  the  conse- 
quences attending  the  removal  of  the  blockade,  whether  to  be  re- 
newed or  no,  are  so  important  to  the  commercial  interests  involved 
that  I  could  lose  no  time  in  asking  that  such  measures  may  be  taken 
by  her  Majesty's  Government  in  relation  thereto,  as  will  best  tend  to 
the  resumption  of  a  commercial  intercourse  so  long  placed  under 
restraint. 
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I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  letter  of  the  10th  of  February   to  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  sending  a  reply  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  and  am, 
With  great  respect,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 


Foreign  Office,  February  16,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  this  date,  calling  my  attention  to  the  occurrences  as  reported  in 
the  public  prints  at  Galveston  and  Charleston  on  the  1st  and  31st 
of  January,  respectively,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
3*our  letter  shall  be  considered  by  her  Majesty's  Government. 
I  have,  etc., 

Russell. 
J.  M.  Mason,  Esq. 

24  Upper  Seymour  Street, 
Portman  Square,  February  18,  1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  10th  of  February  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the 
3d  of  January  last,  but  referring  more  especially  to  enquiries  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  lordship  under  the  instruction  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  on  the 
7th  day  of  July  last  concerning  the  interpretation  placed  by  her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  declaration  of  the  principle  of  blockade 
agreed  to  in  the  convention  of  Paris. 

I  shall,  as  early  as  practicable,  communicate  the  letter  of  your  lord- 
ship to  the  Government  at  Richmond,  but  will  anticipate  here  the 
satisfaction  with  which  the  President  will  receive  the  assurance  of 
your  lordship  that  no  want  of  respect  was  intended  by  a  mere 
acknowledgment,  without  other  reply,  to  the  enquiries  contained  in 
my  letter  of  July. 

In  regard  to  so  much  of  the  letter  of  your  lordship  as  relates  to  the 
interpretation  placed  by  the  Government  of  her  Majesty  on  that  part 
of  the  declaration  at  Paris  which  prescribed  the  law  of  blockade,  I 
am  constrained  to  say  that  I  am  well  assured  the  President  can  not 
find  in  it  a  source  of  like  gratification.  It  is  considered  by  him  that 
the  terms  used  in  that  convention  are  too  precise  and  definite  to  ad- 
mit of  being  qualified ;  or  perhaps  it  may  be  more  appropriate  to  say 
revoked  by  the  superadditions  thereto  contained  in  your  lordship's 
exposition  of  them. 

The  terms  of  that  convention  are  that  the  blockading  force  must 
be  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast ;  no  exception  is  made 
in  regard  to  dark  nights,  favorable  winds,  the  size  or  model  of 
vessels  successfully  evading  it,  or  the  character  of  the  coast  or  waters 
blockaded;  and  yet  it  would  seem  from  your  lordship's  letter  that 
all  these  are  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  a  question  whether 
the  blockade  is  or  is  not  to  be  respected.  It  is  declared  in  that  letter 
that— 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  Government  to  be  sufficiently  clear  that  the 
declaration  of  Paris  could  not  have  been  intended  to  mean  that  a  port  must  ba 
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so  blockaded  In  all  winds,  and  independently  of  whether  the  communication 
was  carried  on  of  a  dark  night,  or  by  means  of  small,  low  steamers,  or  coasting 
craft  creeping  along  the  shore. 

What  might  be  considered  a  small  or  low  steamer  coming  in  from 
sea  to  the  port  of  New  York  would  at  one  of  those  Southern  ports 
be  rated  a  vessel  of  very  fair,  average  size  when  referred  to  the 
ordinary  state  of  water  on  its  bar,  yet  I  look  in  vain,  in  the  terms 
of  the  convention  referred  to,  for  any  authority  to  expound  them  in 
subordination  to  the  depth  of  water  or  the  size  or  mold  of  vessels 
finding  ready  and  comparatively  safe  access  to  the  harbor. 

In  acceding  to  the  terms  of  that  treaty  great  advantages  were 
yielded  to  a  maritime  neutral,  with  like  immunities  to  a  maritime 
belligerent.  The  property  of  the  neutral  is  safe  under  the  flag  of  the 
belligerent,  and  the  property  of  the  belligerent  equally  safe  under 
the;  flag  of  the  neutral,  the  only  equivalent  to  the  belligerent  not 
maritime,  but  dependent  on  other  nations  as  carriers,  is  this  strictly 
defined  principle  ef  the  law  of  blockade  which  the  Confederate 
States  presumed  was  extended  to  them  when,  at  the  request  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  they  became  parties  to  those  stipulations  of 
the  convention  of  Paris  of  1856.  It  results  that  after  yielding  full 
equivalents,  the  stipulation  in  regard  to  blockade  reserved  as  the 
only  one  beneficial  to  them  would  seem  illusory. 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  this  blockade,  to  which  your  lord- 
ship again  adverts  in  the  remark  that  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
enforced  gives  to  neutral  governments  no  excuse  for  asserting  that 
it  has  not  been  efficiently  maintained,  although  I  have  not  been  in- 
structed to  make  any  further  representations  to  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment on  that  subject  since  its  decision  to  treat  it  as  effective,  I 
can  not  refrain  from  adding  that  for  many  months  past  the  frequent 
arrival  and  departure  of  vessels  (most  of  them  steamers)  from  sev- 
eral of  those  ports  have  been  matters  of  notoriety.  A  single  steamer 
has  evaded  the  blockade  successfully,  and  most  generally  from 
Charleston,  more  than  30  times.  And  within  a  few  days  past  it  has 
been  brought  to  my  knowledge  that  two  steamers  arrived  in  January 
last  and  within  ten  days  of  each  other  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  from 
ports  in  Europe,  one  of  them  400  and  the  other  500  tons  burden, 
both  of  which  have  since  sailed  from  Wilmington  and  arrived  with 
their  cargoes  at  foreign  ports.  I  cite  these  only  as  the  latest  authen- 
ticated instances.  And,  as  another  fact,  it  is  officially  reported  by  thu 
collector  at  Charleston  that  the  revenue  accruing  at  that  port  from 
duties  on  imported  merchandise  during  the  past  year  under  the 
blockade  was  more  than  double  the  receipts  of  any  one  year  previous 
to  the  separation  of  the  States,  and  this  although  the  duties  under 
the  Confederate  Government  are  much  lower  than  those  exacted  by 
the  United  States. 

As  regards  other  portions  of  your  lordship's  letter,  I  may  freely 
admit,  as  it  is  there  stated,  that  a  blockade  would  be  in  legal  existence, 
although  a  sudden  storm  or  change  of  wind  occasionally  might  blow 
off  the  blockading  squadron,  yet,  with  entire  respect,  I  do  not  see 
how  such  principle  affects  the  question  of  the  efficiency  of  such 
blockade  whilst  the  squadron  is  on  the  coast. 

And,  again,  whilst  I  am  not  informed  whether  a  defense  resting 
on  the  inadequacy  of  the  blockading  force  has  been  urged  in  cases 
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of  capture  before  the  prize  courts  in  America,  I  can  well  see  how 
futile  such  defense  would  be  when  presented  on  behalf  of  a  neutral 
ship  whose  Government  had  not  only  not  objected  to  but  admitted  the 
sufficiency  of  the  blockade. 
I  have,  etc., 

•o-  i_    tt        t^       t,  J.  M.  Mason. 

Kight  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 


Foreign  Office,  February  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  that  day  calling  attention  to  the 
accounts  which  had  reached  this  country  tending  to  show  that  the 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  Galveston  and  Charleston  had  been  put  an 
end  to  by  the  action  of  the  Confederate  naval  forces,  I  have  the 
honor  now  to  state  to  you  that  the  information  which  her  Majesty's 
Government  have  derived  from  your  letter  and  from  the  public  jour- 
nals on  this  subject,  is  not  sufficiently  accurate  to  admit  of  their  form- 
ing an  opinion,  and  they  wish  accordingly,  by  the  first  opportunity, 
to  instruct  Lord  Lyons  to  report  fully  on  the  matter. 

When  his  lordship's  report  has  been  received  and  considered,  I 
shall  have  the  honor  of  making  a  further  communication  to  you  on 
the  subject. 

I  have,  etc., 

Russeul. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  February  21, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  6th  instant,  per  Giraffe,  transmitting  certain 
protests  to  this  Department  relative  to  the  British  schooner  Hark- 
away  has  been  received. 

From  the  papers  it  appears  that  these  protests  emanate  from  for- 
eigners, who  complain  of  loss  and  damage  suffered  by  reason  of  cer- 
tain judicial  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the  Confederacy. 

This  Department  can  pay  no  attention  to  these  papers  for  a  reason 
which  is  now  stated  as  a  guide  for  your  own  future  action. 

It  is  not  consistent  with  usage  or  propriety  that  foreigners  should 
make  direct  application  to  this  Government  for  indemnity  in  any 
<*ase  unless  the  Government  has  entered  into  contract  with  them. 
Such  claims  as  those  which  are  contained  in  the  papers  which  you 
have  transmitted  can  properly  reach  this  Government  only  through 
the  duly  authorized  officers  of  the  Governments  to  which  these  for- 
eigners owe  allegiance.  When  Great  Britain  and  France  shall  have 
entered  with  diplomatic  intercourse  with  this  Government,  their 
duly  accredited  agents  will  be  listened  to  with  respect  when  pre- 
senting claims  of  their  citizens  for  indemnity  on  account  of  injuries 
suffered.  Till  that  period,  the  subjects  of  those  powers  must  submit 
to  the  consequences  of  the  delay  caused  by  the  action  of  their  own 
Governments,  and  for  which  this  Government  is  in  no  wise  re- 
sponsible. 
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You  will,  in  accordance  with  these  views,  decline  to  make  yourself 
in  future  the  channel  of  communication  for  foreigners  with  this 
Department,  except  in  cases  where  such  foreigners  make  claim  under 
contracts  made  with  them  by  the  Government. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Louis  Hetligeb,  Esq., 

Nassau,  N.  P. 


No.  16.]  Department  op  State,  • 

Richmond,  February  21,  1863. 
Sie:  Since  my  Nos.  14  and  15  of  6th  and  7th  instant,  of  which  I 
now  send  duplicates,  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred. 

The  expeditions  of  the  enemy  against  Vicksburg  and  against 
Charleston  and  Savannah  have  thus  far  recoiled  from  the  dangers 
which  threaten  any  attempt  to  storm  those  formidable  positions,  and 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  has  been  weakened  by  heavy  details 
sent  to  the  lower  James  Eiver.  No  immediate  operations  in  Virginia 
are  at  all  likely  and  attention  is  fixed  on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  the 
Mississippi  Valley.    We  await  the  onset  with  calm  confidence. 

I  enclose  you  a  correspondence  with  the  British  consul  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Hester's  case,  which  relieves  us  from  all  embarrassment  on 
that  subject  which  was  feared  as  mentioned  in  my  No.  15. 

I  send  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  further  correspondence 
with  that  official  on  the  subject  of  his  exequatur. 

I  learn  with  gratification,  through  Mrs.  Mason,  that  all  my  dis- 
patches down  to  5th  November  had  been  received  by  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 

[Enclosure.) 

British  Consulate, 
Richmond,  February  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  presume  that  it  is  well  known  to  you  that  on  the  15th  Oc- 
tober last  the  senior  officer  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  lying  in  the  port 
of  Gibraltar,  was  murdered  by  Mr.  Hester,  the  only  other  officer  on 
board. 

The  governor  of  Gibraltar  in  notifying  this  sad  occurrence  to  her 
Majesty's  Government  reported  that  Mr.  Hester  had  been  arrested 
by  the  authorities,  and  he  requested  to  be  informed  whether  the  trial 
of  the  prisoner  should  take  place  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  murder 
had  been  committed  on  board  of  a  merchant  vessel. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  conceiving  that  the  Sumter 
was  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  a  regularly  commissioned  man-of-war, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  course  "most  consistent  with  inter- 
national law  would  be  not  to  treat  the  offense  as  the  subject  of 
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criminal  jurisdiction  at  Gibraltar,  but  to  detain  the  prisoner  until 
it  should  be  ascertained  here  how  the  case  was  to  be  dealt  with. 

I  have  accordingly  the  honor  to  ask  you  to  suggest  to  me  what 
steps  would  be  most  advisable  to  be  taken  in  this  case. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  depositions  taken  before  the  authorities  at 
Gibraltar  will  put  you  fully  in  possession  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  murder. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

George  Moore,  Consul. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Department  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  February  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
13th  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  the  depositions  taken  before  her 
Majesty's  justice  of  the  peace  at  Gibraltar,  in  relation  to  a  murder 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  Joseph  Goodwyn  Hester  on  board 
of  the  Confederate  war  steamer  Sumter  lying  in  that  port. 

In  that  letter  you  inform  me  that  her  Majesty's  Government,  upon 
reference  made  by  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  conceived  that  the 
Sumter  was  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  a  regularly  commissioned 
man-of-war  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  course  most  con- 
sistent with  international  law  would  be  not  to  treat  the  offense  as 
the  subject  of  criminal  jurisdiction  at  Gibraltar,  but  to  detain  the 
prisoner  until  it  could  be  ascertained  here  how  the  case  was  to  be 
dealt  with. 

You  further  ask  that  I  should  suggest  to  you  what  steps  it  would 
be  most  advisable  to  take  in  this  case. 

I  am  happy  to  apprise  you  that  her  Majesty's  Government  was 
not  misinformed  as  to  the  fact  that  the  Sumter  was  a  duly  commis- 
missioned  man-of-war  at  the  time  the  offense  was  committed.  That 
vessel  was  at  the  date  referred  to  a  public  armed  ship,  the  property 
of  the  Confederacy,  duly  commissioned,  commanded  by  officers  of 
the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  manned  by  seamen  duly 
enlisted  into  the  public  service  of  the  Confederacy.  Such  being  the 
facts,  the  principles  of  international  law  do,  as  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment concluded,  vest  in  this  Government  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  all  crimes  and  offenses  committed  on  board  the  Sumter. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  instructions  will 
be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commander  of  one  of 
the  ships  of  war  of  the  Confederacy  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Gibral- 
tar and  there  to  receive  from  the  authorities  of  her  Britannic  Majesty 
the  offender  now  in  custody  at  that  port  and  to  bring  him  for  trial 
to  this  country. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest  that  as  all  the  vessels  of  war  of 
the  Confederacy,  except  such  ironclad  and  other  gunboats  as  are 
suitable  only  for  river  and  harbor  defense,  are  now  cruising  in  dis- 
tant seas,  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  instructions  can 
reach  the  officer  to  whom  the  duty  of  reclaiming  the  offender  is  con- 
fided. If,  under  these  circumstances,  it  should  be  more  convenient 
that  the  offender  be  transported  to  this  country  in  any  one  of  her 
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Majesty's  vessels  that  may  have  occasion  to  touch  upon  our  coast 
than  to  retain  him  in  custody  during  the  delay  that  must  otherwise 
intervene,  such  disposal  of  the  case  would  be  equally  acceptable  to 
this  Government.  . 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  the  sense  entertained  by  this  Gov- 
ernment of  the  courtesy  of  her  Majesty's  Government  in  bringing 
the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  department. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
(iIeorge  Moore,  Esq., 

H.  B.  M.  Consul,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  19.] 

Havana,  February  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to 
his  Excellency  the  Captain-General  Serrano,  now  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  at  Madrid.  I  shall  offer  no  other  apology  to  the 
Department  for  this  interference  beyond  the  limits  to  which  I  have 
been  accredited  than  the  hope  that  by  it,  I  may  in  some  degree  benefit 
my  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

[Enclosure.] 

Private  and  confidential.] 

Havana,  February  22, 1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  safe  arrival  of 
yourself  and  family  at  Madrid  and  trust  that  the  voyage  and  change 
of  climate  has  greatly  improved  your  health.  I  rejoice  with  your 
other  many  friends  here  in  the  prompt  appointment  of  yourself  to 
so  prominent  a  seat  in  the  councils  of  your  nation  as  that  of  minister 
of  foreign  affairs.  It  is  at  once  a  full  endorsement  of  your  successful 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  Cuba,  during  eventful,  exciting,  and 
troublous  scenes  in  close  proximity  to  the  field  of  your  labors,  and  a 
cutting  rebuke  to  your  enemies,  in  all  of  which,  be  assured,  my  dear 
General,  you  have  left  few  behind  who  have  shared  with  you  more 
fully  the  pleasure  growing  out  of  your  triumph  than  myself. 

I  freely  confess  that,  in  part,  this  note  has  been  prompted  by  selfish 
motives,  but  know  you  will  excuse  both  the  motive  and  the  intrusion 
upon  your  time. 

Your  frequent  allusions  to  my  country  and  your  unreserved  ex- 
pressions of  sympathy  for  my  brothers  in  arms,  now  struggling  to 
free  themselves  from  their  barbarous  invaders,  and  your  voluntary 
promise  before  leaving  Cuba  to  become  our  friend  and  advocate  in 
Europe,  induces  me  to  throw  out  a  few  suggestions  to  you  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  recognition  by  European  powers. 

The  community  of  interests  between  the  Spanish  possessions  in 
the  West  Indies  and  the  Confederate  States  and  the  identity  of  in- 
stitutions in  one  prominent  feature  renders  it  important  to  each  that 
they  should  be  close  friends.    I  will  not  enlarge  on  this  subject,  for 
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we  have  discussed  it  and  you  understand  it  as  well  as  does  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederacy.  All  Europe  is  now  convinced,  as  you  were 
before  leaving  America,  that  the  Southern  States  are  able,  and  will 
sustain  their  separate  independence,  and  sooner  or  later  their  recog- 
nition by  all  Christendom  must  be  conceded ;  why  delay  ?  Why  per- 
mit the  cavaliers  of  the  South  to  be  longer  pitted  in  deadly  strife 
against  the  hirelings  of  the  North  ?  Why  should  our  mothers,  wives, 
sisters,  and  aged  fathers  suffer  longer  from  the  brutal,  ruthless, 
ravaging  foe  when  their  sons,  husbands,  and  brothers  have  illus- 
trated their  valor  and  given  evidence  of  their  right  to  independence 
on  a  hundred  bloody  fields  of  victory?  Your  heart  has  long  since 
answered  they  deserve  to  be  free,  and  I  now  appeal  to  you  to  become 
the  great  pacificator,  an  office  to  which  by  head  and  heart  you  are 
so  well  fitted.  I  am  assured  by  my  correspondents  in  Europe  that 
the  French  Emperor  would  join  any  first-class  European  power  in 
the  recognition  of  our  independence,  that  he  would  even  intervene 
between  the  belligerents.  You  have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Europe  to  act  promptly.  Why  not  take  the  initia- 
tory ?  AVhy  not  yourself  become  the  first  great  friend  of  the  young 
Republic  and  make  a  chapter  in  history  of  which  the  young  duke  will, 
in  after  years,  be  so  proud?  Why  not  at  once  win  for  yourself  and 
your  descendants  the  love  of  a  proud  nation,  destined  to  be  great 
and  powerful?  Already  by  your  course  in  Cuba  you  have  won  the 
hearts  of  our  people,  and  I  freely  say  to  you  that  there  is  no  man 
in  Europe  whose  interference  in  our  behalf  would  so  gratify  our 
entire  population  as  yourself ;  then  I  beg  you  to  propose  without  de- 
lay the  cooperation  of  Spain  with  France  in  the  recognition  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  and  draw  upon  your  head  the  bless- 
ings of  a  united  people,  struggling  in  a  holy  cause. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  in  this  note  that  I  have  seen  in  a  paper 
published  at  Madrid  strictures  upon  our  people,  growing  out  of  the 
several  raids  from  the  United  States  upon  Cuba,  in  former  times.  I 
have  simply  to  say  that  the  only  motive  or  interest  which  prompted 
any  Southerner  to  join  such  raids  or  which  made  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  desirable  was  to  retain  a  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States 
Senate  and  protect  our  rights  under  the  Constitution;  that  with 
the  separation  the  motive  is  removed  and  now  the  interest  of  the 
South  requires  a  slave  power  in  Europe  to  cooperate  with  her  in  the 
protection  of  the  peculiar  institutions  of  the  Confederate  States, 
Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  Santo  Domingo,  and  I  now  pledge  you  the 
word  of  one  whose  word  you  will  respect  that  our  people  will  be  as 
jealous  of  your  rights  in  the  West  Indies  as  of  their  own  at  home. 

AVith  grateful  remembrances  to  the  duchess,  I  am,  general,  with 
profound  respect,  your  friend, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

His  Excellency 

The  Captain-General,  Don  Francisco  Serrano, 

Minister  for  Foreign  Affaires,  etc.,  Madrid. 


No.  40.]  25  Rue  Rotale, 

Brussels,  February  £7, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your  dispatches,  dated 
respectively  January  15  and  17,  each  numbered  6,  and  a  duplicate  of 
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your  No.  3,  together  with  the  printed  documents  transmitted  there- 
with. My  file  of  your  dispatches  is  now  complete.  I  must  add  that 
Mr.  Mason  duly  furnished  me  with  copies  of  your  interesting  narra- 
tive of  the  events  of  the  war. 

Should  any  question  be  raised,  when  I  may  hereafter  open  negotia- 
tions with  this  Government  for  the  conclusion  of  a  general  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  in  relation  to  a  stipulation 
concerning  the  African  slave  trade,  I  shall  furnish  the  Belgian 
plenipotentiary  with  a  copy  of  your  unanswerable  instructions  upon 
the  subject,  contained  in  your  dispatch  of  the  17th  ultimo.  Even  in 
the  absence  of  such  instructions  I  never  would  have  entertained  for 
a  moment  a  proposition  by  which  my  Government  would  be  required 
to  take  upon  itself  obligations  to  another  Government  with  respect 
to  this  traffic. 

The  whole  tenor  of  yours  of  the  17th,  which  I  shall  mark  No.  7,  is 
such  as  to  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  my  feelings.  I  can  not  appre- 
ciate too  highly  the  partiality  of  the  President  for  me,  in  the  reason 
which  you  assign  for  his  hesitancy  in  appointing  me  special  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near  this  Government. 
My  only  object  in  making  the  request  was  to  bestow  the  highest  com- 
pliment possible  upon  the  most  earnest,  the  most  energetic,  and  the 
most  constant  friend  we  have  ever  had  among  the  sovereigns  of  the 
earth. 

The  gentle  mention  which  you  make  that  the  discrepancy  between 
the  opinions  and  views  which  I  have  expressed  in  relation  to  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  and  Lord  Palmerston  and  those  expressed 
by  Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason  has  occasioned  the  Cabinet  some  per- 
plexity, causes  me  much  regret,  which  would,  indeed,  be  intense  were 
it  not  for  the  remark,  "  "W  e  shall  be  glad,  however,  at  all  times  to 
have  your  own  impressions  as  aids  to  the  formation  of  conclusions 
which  it  is  not  always  easy  to  reach,  even  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances."  In  this  sense  I  have  invariably  considered  it  to  be 
my  imperative  duty  to  write,  when  interspersing  my  dispatches  with 
that  which,  according  to  the  lights  before  me,  I  saw  transpiring  in 
European  countries.  If  I  have  arrived  at  incorrect  conclusions, 
those  conclusions  will  the  more  readily  become  manifest  to  you  in 
the  presence  of  the  representations  emanating  from  the  keen  and 
accurate  perceptions  of  Mr.  Slidell  and  the  calm  and  ready  discern- 
ment of  Mr.  Mason.  I  should  be  unpardonably  vain  were  I  to 
attempt  to  set  up  my  judgment  in  opposition  to  their  ripe  experience 
and  close  observation.  I  aim  at  nothing  more  than  to  give  utterance 
to  my  Government  of  my  own  impressions.  Brussels  is  a  sort  of 
"  loophole  of  retreat "  through  which  the  European  world  may  some- 
times be  advantageously  surveyed. 

The  President's  message  was  received  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
about  three  weeks  ago,  and  has  since  made  the  circuit  of  Europe 
in  one  language  or  another.  It  has  been  read  with  interest  and 
generally  received  with  favor.  In  its  criticisms  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  parties  to  the  Paris  declaration,  and  particularly  upon  that 
of  Great  Britain,  it  is  as  just  as  it  is  irrefutable.  What  better  com- 
mentary could  be  made  upon  the  ineffectiveness  of  the  blockade  than 
my  receipt  from  yourself  of  an  acknowledgment  of  my  dispatch  of 
the  18th  of  December  on  the  26th  instant,  both  communications  hav- 
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ing  passed  through  Charleston?  This  is  almost  equal  to  proverbial 
old-fashioned  mail-coach  regularity.  Great  Britain  and  France,  as 
all  the  signs  of  the  times  are  beginning  distinctly  to  indicate,  will 
have  enormous  penalties  to  pay  for  their  want  of  an  observance  of 
good  faith  to  their  commitments  to  each  other  in  1856,  and  to  their 
equally  obligatory  commitments  to  the  Confederate  States  in  1861,  so 
forcibly  stated  by  the  President  in  his  message. 

The  dispatch  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton,  in  reply  to  the  last 
proposition  of  the  French  Government,  has  just  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers. It  will  go  far  to  confirm  the  belief,  everywhere  previously 
created  in  intelligent  circles,  that  Mr.  Seward  has  fairly  won  the 
title  of  the  "  Common  liar  "  of  secretaries  for  foreign  affairs,  as  his 
chief  has  indisputably  won  the  title  of  the  "  Executive  buffoon." 

The  public  mind  of  Europe  at  this  moment  is  almost  exclusively 
preoccupied  with  Poland  and  the  Poles.  The  sympathies  of  all 
ages,  sexes,  and  conditions  are  ardently  enlisted  for  the  success  of 
the  patriots.  The  -King  of  Prussia,  in  espousing  the  cause  of  the 
Czar,  has  rendered  himself  the  most  odious  of  monarchs.  He  has  no 
alternative  but  to  retrace  his  steps  if  he  would  avoid  his  overthrow 
and  save  his  realm  from  dismemberment.  I  believe  that  the  revolt 
of  the  Poles  will  again  be  stifled,  and  that  the  old  partitioning  allies 
will  continue  to  hold  them  in  subjugation  for  a  period  at  least  far 
beyond  the  present.  The  exclamation  of  Kosciusko  when  he  fell 
from  his  horse  in  the  battle  of  Maciejowice  severely  wounded,  "  Finis 
Poloniae,"  seems  to  have  been  prophetic.  Wisely,  as  sorrowfully,  did 
he  reply  to  Russia  when  she  proposed  to  restore  to  him  his  sword 
upon  releasing  him  from  captivity :  "  I  have  no  use  for  my  weapon, 
for  I  have  no  longer  a  country."  If  there  be  one  citizen  of  the  Con- 
federate States  who  is  disposed  to  accept  of  any  terms  from  the  soi- 
disant  United  States  but  unconditional  independence,  let  him  keep 
the  fate  of  fallen  Poland  constantly  and  vividly  before  his  eyes. 

I  shall  have  duplicates  of  my  missing  dispatches  prepared  and 
transmitted  to  you  by  the  first  safe  private  conveyance  which  pre- 
sents itself  after  they  are  ready.  Before  this  I  trust  you  are  in  pos- 
session of  my  No.  32. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Foreign  Office,  February  27, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  further 
letter  of  the  18th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  interpretation  placed 
by  her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  declaration  of  the  principle  of 
blockade  made  in  1856  by  the  conference  at  Paris. 

I  have  already  in  my  previous  letters  fully  explained  to  you  the 
views  of  her  Majesty's  Government  on  this  matter,  and  I  have  noth- 
ing to  add  in  reply  to  your  last  letter  except  to  observe  that  I  have 
not  intended  to  state  that  any  number  of  vessels  of  a  certain  build 
or  tonnage  might  be  left  at  liberty  freely  to  enter  a  blockaded  port 
without  vitiating  the  blockade,  but  that  the  occasional  escape  of 
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small  vessels  on  dark  nights  or  under  other  particular  circumstances 
from  the  vigilance  of  a  competent  blockading  fleet  did  not  evince 
that  laxity  in  the  belligerent  which  inured,  according  to  interna- 
tional law,  to  the  raising  of  a  blockade. 
I  have,  etc., 

Busselx.. 
J.  M.  Mason. 


24  Upper  Setmotjk  'Street, 

Portman  Square,  March  2, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  lordship, 
as  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  bearing  date  December  11,  1862,  which  was  received  by  me 
on  the  25th  of  February  ultimo. 

I  do  this,  as  your  lordship  will  perceive,  pursuant  to  instructions 
at  the  close  of  the  dispatch,  directing  me  to  furnish  a  copy  to  your 
lordship  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  letter  of  the  19th  of  February  ultimo,  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  16th,  respecting  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Galveston  and 
Charleston.  And  also  of  your  lordship's  letter  of  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary in  reply  to  mine  of  the  18th  of  that  month. 

The  contents  of  both  shall  be  communicated  as  soon  as  practicable 
to  the  Government  at  Richmond. 
I  have,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 

Paris,  March  2, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  a  dispatch  addressed  by  him  to  me  on  the  11th  December  last.  The 
importance  of  the  suggestions  therein  contained  is  such  as  to  render 
it  unnecessary  for  me  to  invite  its  serious  consideration.  I.  avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  to  present  copies  of  two  letters,  which  I 
read  to  you  when  I  last  had  the  honor  to  see  you.  The  writers  are 
gentlemen  for  whose  character  and  truthfulness  I  can  unhesitatingly 
vouch.  They  demonstrate  conclusively  the  inefficiency  of  the  block- 
ade of  the  ports  of  Wilmington  and  Charleston.  I  would  also  beg 
leave  to  call  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  fact  of  the  blockade 
of  Galveston  having  been  raised  for  several  days  by  the  capture 
and  dispersion  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockading  squadron  by  the  Con- 
federate forces.  The  question  of  the  blockade  has  been  so  fully 
treated  in  the  recent  message  of  the  President  to  the  Confederate 
Congress,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  note,  and  in  the  letter 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  predecessor  on  the  21st 
July  last,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  say  more  on  that  subject 
than  to  suggest  that  perhaps  this  may  be  an  opportune  moment  to  re- 
examine the  question  of  blockade,  as  well  on  the  general  principle 
established,  or  more  correctly  speaking,  recognized  by  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  16th  April,  1856,  as  on  the  applica- 
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tion  of  that  principle  to  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  pretended 
blockade  by  the  Federal  Government  of  a  coast  line  of  3,000  miles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  servant, 

IT.    „      „  _,  ^  John  Slidell. 

His  Excellency  M.  Drouyn  de  Ljitjys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  28.]  Paris,  March  4, 1863. 

'Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch  of  27th  ultimo,  I  have  received  your 
Nos.  10,  11,  and  12.  J 

On  the  10th  January  I  forwarded  triplicates  of  my  missing  dis- 
patches Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  6 ;  as  they  may  not  be  more  fortunate  than  the 
originals  and  duplicates,  I  send  you  herewith  an  abstract  of  their 
contents. 

On  the  22d  ultimo  I  had  a  long  interview  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  expecting  that  he  would  have  received  something  definite  from 
Mr.  Mercier  on  the  subject  of  the  proposition  for  a  conference  made 
by  the  letter  of  9th  January.  Although  a  letter  had  been  received 
from  Mr.  Mercier  dated  5th  February,  no  mention  whatever  was 
made  of  the  subject,  not  even  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
the  dispatch  of  9th  January.  This  Avas  the  more  extraordinary  as 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  was  informed  from  London  that  Mr.  Mercier 
intended  to  read  that  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward  on  the  3d  February. 

I  spoke  at  large  to  the  minister  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade, 
insisted  upon  the  evidence  formally  presented  of  its  inefficiency,  of 
the  regret  that  the  Emperor  had  frankly  expressed  to  me  at  having 
acquiesced  in  it,  of  his  declaration  that  he  had  by  his  acquiescence 
committed  a  gross  error,  whether  the  question  were  considered  on 
the  ground  of  principle  or  of  expediency. 

I  read  to  him  two  letters,  one  from  Major  Huse,  the  other  from 
Captain  Styles,  showing  the  facility  with  which  vessels  constantly 
eluded  the  blockade  of  Wilmington  and  Charleston. 

I  spoke  of  the  destruction  and  dispersion  of  the  blockading  squad- 
ron at  Galveston  by  our  forces  and  the  raising  of  the  blockade  of 
that  port  for  several  days,  and  asked  whether  the  circumstances  were 
not  opportune  for  the  thorough  reexamination  and  reconsideration 
of  the  whole  question.  He  said  that  no  action  could  be  had  in  the 
matter  without  consultation  wTith  England.  I  think  that  if  it  could 
have  been  presented  by  me  a  few  days  sooner,  his  response  would 
probably  have  been  more  favorable,  for  1  know  that  the  France,  a 
journal  enjoying  in  a  high  degree  the  confidence  of  the  Government, 
had  commenced  a  series  of  articles  on  the  blockade  at  the  inspiration 
of  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  and  that  they  even  [were]  discon- 
tinued on  a  hint  received  from  the  same  quarter.  The  cause  of  this 
change  was  the  prospect  of  difficulty  with  Prussia,  growing  out  of  a 
convention  said  to  have  been  entered  into  by  that  power  with  Russia 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Polish  insurrection.  The  identity  of 
views  on  this  subject  entertained  by  France  and  England  and  the 
anticipated  community  of  action  have  led  to  a  temporary  reestab- 
lishment,  superficially  at  least,  of  the  entente  cordiale  between  the 
170429°— 22— vol  3 45 
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two  Governments.  I  feel  convinced  that  a  fortnight  since  the  Em- 
peror would  have  been  pleased  at  the  opportunity  of  showing  his 
readiness  to  separate  his  policj'  from  that  of  England,  but  the  hope 
of  her  alliance  in  a  Avar  which  would  result  in  realizing  the  great 
French  idea  of  the  Rhine  as  a  frontier  renders  him  for  the  moment 
as  desirous  as  ever  to  cultivate  the  most  cordial  relations  with  her. 
It  seems,  however,  now  probable  that  the  difficulty  will  be  adjusted 
by  Prussia  receding  from  the  convention  or  frittering  it  away  by 
modifications  and  explanations;  if  so,  the  entente  cordiale  will  soon 
be  again  interrupted. 

I  spoke  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  of  the  matter  mentioned  in  cipher 
in  my  No.  23.  He  said  that  it  was  one  on  which  lie  was  not  neces- 
sarily called  to  act ;  that  it  belonged  rather  to  the  minister  of  com- 
merce or  marine  (iprzwems  sw  vmpiicnw  hy  qrvqfq) ;  that  it  was 
better  that  he  should  know  nothing  of  it  (ipcq  ahkfeuk  f  j  tb) ;  that 
he  was  quite  willing  to  close  his  eyes  (us  temva  ltd  wrlw)  until  some 
direct  appeal  was  made  to  him. 

The  minister  was  extremely  cordial ;  said  that  he  would  always 
be  happy  to  see  me  whenever  I  desired  it,  but  that  unless  something 
special  occurred  it  would  be  better  that  I  should  communicate 
through  the  friend  of  whom  I  have  spoken  in  previous  dispatches. 

He  asked  me  to  send  him  through  that  channel  any  information  or 
suggestion  that  I  might  desire  to  make.  This  is  a  very  convenient 
and  agreeable  arrangement,  dispensing  with  the  delays  and  formali- 
ties attending  personal  interviews  with  the  minister. 

On  the  following  day  I  called  by  appointment  on  Mr.  Rouher 
(nvyyic)  with  Mr.  Voruz  (dpvls)  deputy  from  Nantes  (ldjxpd),  of 
whom  I  spoke  in  my  No.  25.  The  express  object  of  the  appointment 
was  to  receive  from  him  a  distinct  assurance  that  if  we  were  to  build 
ships  of  war  in  French  ports  (lh  iyzpl  ktgrg  is  prp  eu  jiiyki  tfkrv) 
Ave  should  be  permitted  to  arm  and  equip  them  and  proceed  to  sea 
(wvx  lpAv  lulmx  ltco  ohu  iimyliu  xz  afe).  This  assurance  Avas 
given  Ivy  him,  and  so  soon  as  the  success  of  Erlanger's  loan  is  estab- 
lished 1  shall  write  to  Messrs.  Maury  and  Bulloch  (dtsuu  eyo 
tnspggs)  recommending  them  to  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  they  can  make  satisfactory  contracts. 

The  partner  of  a  large  banking  house  at  Vienna  recently  called 
to  see  me,  he  says  that  the  Austrian  (wbAvkvtio)  Government  has 
some  very  superior  Avar  steamers  (ark  qAvaexpjl)  Avhich  can  be  bought 
thoroughly  armed  and  ready  for  sea  (alfvAvmsfum  uefvb  wuh  i'ilk 
jfk  qhw)  Avith  the  exception  of  the  crews  (gcpol).  I  shall  advise 
Mr.  Maury  (teh'g)  to  look  at  them. 

Seward's  letter  to  Dayton  rejecting  the  proposition  for  a  confer- 
ence Avas  published  two  or  three  days  since;  its  tone  is  considered 
very  exceptionable,  and  his  boasting  assertions  are  universally  re- 
ceived Avith  ridicule  and  contempt.  I  haA-e  not  been  able  to  learn 
what  impression  it  had  produced  on  the  Emperor,  but  I  remain  un- 
changed in  my  opinion  that  he  will  not  long  alloAV  our  question  to 
rest  Avhere  it  is. 

I  send  you  a.  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  Avith  a  copy  of  your  No.  10.  1  am  obliged  to  you  fox- 
files  of  Richmond  papers.  Until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  de  Leon',  I  sent 
you  regularly  the  Paris  journals,  but  have  not  since  done  so,  pre- 
suming that  he  will  have  kept  you  supplied. 
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I  am  still  without  your  No.  5  of  new  series  and  all  except  1,  2,  3, 
5,  of  old  series.  I  hope  that  you  will  send  copies  to  complete  the 
files  of  the  commission. 

In  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  I  mentioned  the 
loan  of  Erlanger  &  Co.,  and  invoked  his  good  offices  in  carrying  it 
out,  saying  that  these  gentlemen  considered  it  important  that  it 
should  be  advertised  in  the  Paris  papers,  but  that  the  advertisement 
could  not  be  made  without  the  assent  of  the  Government.  He 
expressed  his  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  loan,  but  thought  that  he 
couid  not  consent  to  the  advertisement;  that  the  object  could  be 
equally  well  attained  by  circulars,  etc.,  while  advertisements  would 
excite  unfriendly  comment  and  probably  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
protest  from  the  Federal  minister. 

The  consent  of  the  minister  of  finance,  Mr.  Fould,  had  been  ob- 
tained subject,  however,  to  the  approbation  of  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs.  Erlanger  &  Co.  then  brought  the  subject  before  the 
Emperor,  who  very  promptly  directed  his  secretary  to  write  a  note 
to  the  minister,  requesting  him  to  grant  an  audience  to  Mr.  Erlanger 
on  an  urgent  matter  in  which  he  felt  great  interest. 

The  result  of  the  audience  was  the  withdrawal  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  of  his  objections  and  the  loan  will  now  be  simultaneously 
advertised  here  and  in  London.  I  mention  this  fact  as  offering  re- 
newed evidence  of  the  friendly  feeling  of  the  Emperor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

John  Sliuell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  20.]  Havana,  March  6, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  regret  that  it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  the  Department 
that  recently  several  small  lots  of  cotton  from  the  Confederate 
States  have  been  sold  here  and  shipped  to  New  York,  and  that  the 
entire  cargo,  some  050  bales,  brought  from  Mobile  to  Havana  by  the 
steamer  Alice  was,  about  the  1st  instant,  sold  by  Mr.  Addison  Cam- 
mack  ,  of  New  Orleans,  the  agent  of  that  steamer  here,  without  any 
condition,  and  will  also  be  shipped  to  New  York.  Cotton  brings  from 
2  to  4  cents  per  pound  more  for  the  New  York  than  European  mar- 
kets, hence  the  inducement.  The  Alice  will  sail  from  this  again  in 
about  two  weeks  for  Mobile,  with  the  view  of  bringing  out  another 
cargo  of  cotton,  and,  should  the  Government  object  to  its  finding  its 
way  to  the  enemy,  the  proper  official  at  Mobile  should  be  advised  in 
the  premises. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cn.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


No.  41.1  25  Rue  Royale, 

Brussels,  March  13,  1863. 

Sir:  So  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  most  reliable  information  be- 
fore me,  the  chances  for  an  early  European  recognition  of  our  inde- 
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pendence  have  not  increased  in  the  slightest  degree  since  the  date  of 
my  last.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  seems  to  be  just  as  far  as  ever 
from  taking  the  initiative  in  this  regard. 

He  may  now  perhaps  distinctly  perceive  that  his  last  proposition 
has  had  the  effect  of  imparting  no  small  amount  of  additional  strength 
to  the  Lincoln  Administration  for  the  prosecution  of  hostilities.  It 
certainly  has  enabled  that  Administration  to  carry  its  reckless  meas- 
ures triumphantly  through  Congress -with  the  tacit  sanction  of  the 
Democratic  party.  I  now  apprehend  that  in  one  way  or  another  an 
entente  cordiale,  proceeding  from  an  almost  certain  amicable  settle- 
ment of  the  differences  of  M.  Mercier  and  Seward,  will  be  patched 
up  between  the  Cabinet  of  the  Tuileries  and  the  Cabinet  at  Washing- 
ton. Louis  Napoleon  is  a  yielding  potentate  where  it  is  to  his  interest 
not  to  be  over  resolute,  and  there  is  no  humilation  to  which  Lincoln 
will  not  submit  to  preserve  amicable  relations  with  France.  The 
conscience  of  Seward  is  so  elastic  that  it  may  be  expanded  so  as  to 
embrace  the  most  dishonorable  emergencies.  The  Lmperor  of  the 
French  is  surrounded  by  many  more  serious  embarrassments  at  this 
time  than  he  was  in  the  middle  of  October,  Avhen  the  King  of  the 
Belgians  so  earnestly  appealed  to  him  to  welcome  us  into  the  family 
of  nations.  The  truth  can  not  be  disguised,  muzzled  as  the  Parisian 
newspaper  press  is  upon  the  subject,  that  the  utterly  unexpected 
obstinacy  of  the  resistance  to  his  invasion  of  Mexico  gives  him  deep 
concern.  To  fail  in  the  object  of  that  invasion  would  be  to  gravely 
impair  that  high  prestige  for  eminent  success  in  his  undertakings 
which  imparts  so  much  power  to  his  throne.  He  must  and  will,  I 
think,  occupy  the  old  halls  of  the  Montezumas,  cost  what  it  may.  He 
can  not,  therefore,  incur  the  risk  of  provoking  the  angry  displeasure 
of  the  North,  as  he  may  continue  to  find  himself  dependent  upon  her 
for  indispensable  supplies  for  the  use  of  his  armies. 

Then  again  from  Prince  Napoleon  down  to  the  humblest,  there  are 
half-expressed  utterances  faintly  reaching  his  ears  that  Poland,  hope- 
less as  is  her  future,  must  be  recognized  if  the  Confederate  States  are. 
And  yet  again  the  election  for  members  of  the  Corps  Legislatif  is 
approaching,  wherein  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  Legitimists,  the 
Orleanists,  the  Moderate  Republicans,  and  the  Red  Republicans  may 
outnumber  the  Imperialists.  In  addition  to  all  this,  he  has  hanging 
heavily  upon  his  shoulders  the  unemployed  and  discontented  cotton 
operatives,  whose  number  is  steadily  and  rapidly  increasing.  Nor  is 
he  free  from  care  with  respect  to  the  orderly  government  of  Algeria. 
He  could,  perhaps  without  much  risk,  have  done  anything  he  chose 
for  the  advancement  of  our  interests  six  months  ago.  If  he  had  then 
led,  all  Europe  would  have  cheerfully  followed,  and  with  such  an 
influence  operating  upon  the  North  at  the  time  of  our  victory  of 
Fredericksburg,  I  verily  belived  that  as  salutary  results  to  our  cause 
would  have  ensued  as  if  an  additional  force  of  100,000  efficient  armed 
men  had  entered  the  field  on  our  side.  The  case  is  probably  different 
to-day.  A  swift  triumphant  march  of  his  troops  to  the  City  of  Mexico 
and  the  early  suppression  by  Russia  of  the  uprising  in  Poland  are 
required  to  make  him  again  complete  master  of  his  position  or  rather 
to  establish  him  in  the  estimation  in  which  he  has  until  recently  been 
held  as  an  invincible  warrior  and  far-seeing  statesman.  I  think  it 
proper  to  state  that  I  am  just  as  incredulous  as  ever  of  his  reported 
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good  intentions  to  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  our  development  as 
a  power  of  the  earth.  To  my  no  small  chagrin,  I  have  convincing 
evidence,  at  least  to  my  own  mind,  to  the  contrary.  I  dare  say  that 
there  are  as  upright  sovereigns  as  rei^n  who  now  concur  with  me  in 
this  opinion. 

In  previous  dispatches  I  assured  you  that  the  British  ministry  de- 
termined in  September  last  to  recognize  us  without  delay,  and  that 
the  coming  event  was  foreshadowed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  his  cele- 
brated Newcastle  speech.  Of  this  determination  I  must  now  state 
that  I  have  in  my  possession  evidence,  confidentially  communicated 
to  me,  of  undoubted  authority.  When  the  measure  was  abandoned, 
in  the  presence  of  that  which  was  considered  a  paramount  necessity. 
Sir  Cornewall  Lewis  assumed  the  position  in  reference  to  it,  adopted 
by  Earl  Derby  the  first  night  of  the  session,  which,  in  effect,  was 
that  our  independence  ought  not  to  be  acknowledged  until  it  was 
acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  or  at  least  until  it  was  distinctly 
clear  that  the  powers  of  the  Government  thereof  were  so  exhausted 
that  Lincoln  could  no  longer  carry  on  the  war.  For  the  public  ex- 
pression of  this  new-fangled  doctrine  I  know  from  the  best  of 
sources  that  Sir  Cornwall  was  required  to  furnish  written  explana- 
tions to  the  different  members  of  the  cabinet.  Shortly  afterwards 
his  strange  dogmas  found  a  champion  in  a  writer  in  the  Times  sign- 
ing himself  '  Historicus,"  his  son-in-law,  a  young  barrister  of  high 
promise.  This  writer  had  achieved  considerable  reputation  in  the 
publication  of  several  well-prepared  articles  upon  the  Trent  affair, 
and  he  was  thus  enabled  to  impress  some  of  the  statesmen  and  many 
of  the  politicians  of  Great  Britain,  by  sophistry  and  misrepresen- 
tations of  facts,  with  the  belief  that  we  had  not  yet  perfected  our 
rights  to  admission  into  the  family  of  nations.  I  think  I  can  venture 
to  state  that  Lord  Palmerston  and  Mr.  Gladstone  were  not  of  the 
number.  It  is  presumable  that  "Historicus"  was  inspired  by  the 
secretary  of  war.  whose  abilities  are  of  a  superior  order  and  whose 
experience  is  large  and  varied.  I  shall  be  slow  in  dismissing  my  con- 
victions, considering  the  manner  in  which  they  had  their  creation, 
that  the  venerable  premier,  with  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
standing  unflinchingly  by  his  side,  will  avail  himself  of  the  first  suit- 
able occasion  which  presents  itself  (such  as  would  be  our  success  at 
Charleston  and  Vicksburg)  to  emphatically  declare  in  the  Commons 
that  "  President  Davis  and  his  compatriots "  have  in  fact  and  in 
truth  made  a  nation  of  the  South  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  The 
consideration,  paramount  in  its  character,  by  which  he  is  at  present 
restrained  from  taking  an  unyielding  position  in  this  regard  is,  I 
am  quite  persuaded,  the  fear  that  it  would  eventuate,  through  the 
machination  of  Disraeli,  Bright,  and  others,  in  upsetting  his  Govern- 
ment. An  octogenarian,  his  fall  would  be  his  final  official  death.  It 
is  perhaps  natural,  therefore,  that  he  should  hazard  nothing  that  he 
can  avoid,  and  the  more  so  as  it  is  believed  to  be  his  highest  ambition 
to  quit  earth  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 

The  restoration  of  the  old  European  nationalities  is  becoming 
more  and  more  a  fixed  sentiment  with  the  people  of  this  hemisphere. 
Almost  everybody  seems  to  be  clamorously  ardent  for  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  Poland.  The  manifestations  of  sympathy  for  her  are  as 
earnest  and  general  at  Stockholm  as  they  are  at  Lisbon.    I  consider 
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the  event  as  next  to  an  impossibility,  though  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
the  Czar  may  consent  to  important  ameliorations  in  his  system  of 
government  at  Warsaw.  The  cotton  famine  is  steadily  demoralizing 
the  industrial  population  of  Europe.  It  is  seen  and  admitted  both 
upon  the  Continent  and  in  Great  Britain  that  to  feed  men  by  public 
charity  who  have  no  employment  is  to  make  them  vicious  and  lazy. 
The  force  of  the  adage  that  "  an  idle  brain  is  the  devil's  workshop  " 
was  never  more  apparent  than  it  is  in  the  instance  of  the  paupers 
which  the  want  of  our  staple  has  engendered  in  Western  Europe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond ',  Ya. 


No.  19.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agenct, 

London,  March  14, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  26th  of 
February,  of  your  dispatch  No.  3,  dated  January  16,  with  enclosures, 
consisting  first  of  one  Treasury  draft  on  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  for  £1,000,  appropriated  by  the  President  out 
of  the  secret-service  fund,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
agency;  and  secondly,  a  Treasury  draft  on  the  same  for  £250,  to 
be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  stationery  for  the  Department  ac- 
cording to  order  and  samples  transmitted. 

I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  mark  of  confidence  and  approval 
on  the  part  of  the  President  and  of  yourself,  conveyed  by  the  tenor 
of  your  dispatch,  and  I  am  encouraged  to  renewed  efforts  to  de- 
serve both.  Although  a  portion  of  the  sum  sent  me  was,  as  you 
are  aware  from  my  previous  communications,  already  anticipated, 
I  feel  assured  that  the  means  now  at  my  command,  viz,  at  the 
rate  of  £2.000  per  annum,  are  ample  for  the  proper  development 
of  my  plans,  and  that  I  shall  no  longer  be  compelled  to  weary  you 
with  applications,  for  the  frequent  reiteration  of  which  I  trust  you 
will  accept  my  motives  as  an  apology.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
enlarge  my  expenditures  beyond  the  judicious  use  of  opportunities 
as  they  naturally  present  themselves,  and  I  shall  endeavor,  if  pos- 
sible, to  keep  constantly  a  small  reserve  fund  for  such  opportunities 
as  may  arise  unforeseen.  The  self-confidence  which  ample  means 
give  and  the  promptness  of  action  which  they  induce  are  in  a  service 
like  mine  the  surest  promotives  of  economy. 

I  notice  well  your  instructions  concerning  vouchers  for  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  secret-service  money.  While  it  is  easy  to  give  a 
satisfactory  account  for  such  disbursements,  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  obtain  vouchers.  Fortunately  the  books  of  the  Index  enable  me 
to  overcome  this  difficulty  to  a  great  extent.  From  an  abstract  of 
these  books  I  find  that  I  have  given  partial  employment,  by  means 
of  the  Index,  up  to  the  present,  exclusive  of  my  permanent  assist- 
ants, to  seven  writers  on  the  daily  London  press.  Of  these,  con- 
centration of  my  efforts  being  a  leading  object,  four  are  colleagues 
of  one  editorial  corps.     The  disbursements  for  little  personal  com- 
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pliments,  such  as  boxes  of  cigars  imported  from  Havana  through 
the  aid  of  Mr.  Helm.  American  whisky,  and  other  articles  which 
not  being  generally  procurable  form  acceptable  presents,  it  is  of 
course  out  of  the  question  to  give  vouchers.  I  am  anxious  to  send 
my  accounts  for  the  year  ending  14th  November  last,  but,  however 
guardedly  these  may  be  made  out,  their  publication,  should  they 
fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  would  so  embarrass  my  actions  that  I 
still  await  a  more  timely  opportunity  to  transmit  them,  and  this  will 
probably  present  itself  in  a  couple  of  weeks 

In  executing  the  order  for  stationery  I  found  upon  estimate  that 
I  could  increase  the  whole  quantity  by  nearly  or  quite  one-third,  and 
at  the  same  time  improve  the  quality  of  the  dispatch  paper  upon  the 
sample  sent,  and  I  have  accordingly  so  modified  the  order.  I  regret, 
however,  that,  although  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  largest  firms  in 
London,  some  three  or  four  weeks  will  yet  elapse  before  the  order 
can  be  filled  and  the  goods  forwarded. 

The  political  horizon  presents  but  little  of  interest.  A  motion 
by  Lord  Campbell  (usually  called  by  the  newspapers  by  his  other 
title  of  Lord  Stratheden)  at  first  for  correspondence,  and  subse- 
quently extended  "  to  call  attention  to  the  question  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  Southern  Confederacy  as  an  independent  power,  in  concert 
with  other  neutral  States,"  has  been  three  times  postponed;  once 
through  the  indisposition  of  the  mover  and  twice  at  the  request  of 
Earl  Eussell.  It  is  at  last  set  for  Monday  next,  the  16th,  and  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  transmit  the   debate  next   week  via    Bermuda. 

Meanwhile  the  correspondence  asked  for,  to  wit,  that  between  Mr. 
Mason  and  the  foreign  office,  has  been,  at  least  in  part,  laid  before 
Parliament  on  Thursday  night  last,  and  is  herewith  transmitted. 
Lord  Campbell's  threatened  motion  has  had  another  salutary  effect. 
It  has  elicited  a  very  remarkable  article  from  the  Morning  Post, 
herewith  enclosed,  to  which  the  character  of  that  paper  as  the  per- 
sonal organ  of  Lord  Palmerston,  gives  a  more  important  ministerial 
authority  than  I  know  it  really  to  possess.  The  article,  however,  has 
done  good.  The  Times  on  the  same  subject,  simply  contented  itself 
with  repeating  the  worn-out  assertion  that  recognition  would  exas- 
perate the  North,  and  according  to  its  invariable  custom  sneered  at 
those  who  attempted  to  bring  the  subject  under  Parliamentary  atten- 
tion. Nevertheless  it  admitted  indirectly  that  the  public  mind  was 
prepared  for  the  step  whenever  the  proper  time  arrived.  The  cabi- 
net, apparently,  are  no  nearer  to  settling  that  long-promised  "proper 
time,"  but  I  am  informed  that  the  form  of  acknowledgment  has  been 
under  consideration,  and  that  it  has  been  suggested  that  it  should 
be  done  by  instructing  the  consuls  to  ask  for  exequaturs.  This  form 
of  consular  recognition  would,  it  was  asserted,  have  the  same  prac- 
tical effect  as  diplomatic  recognition,  and  conciliate  some  scruples 
which  still  exist  against  the  latter  form.  This  hint  which  I  received 
from  a  reliable  quarter  is  the  explanation  of  the  enclosed  article 
from  the  Index  of  this  week.  It  is  only  by  acting  upon  such  inti- 
mations that  I  can  make  the  Index  truly  useful.  Random  abuse  or 
persistent  attacks  upon  the  ministry,  which  after  all  combines  as 
many  friendly  elements  as  any  Tory  ministry  that  might  succeed  it. 
would  only  impair  the  influence  which  the  paper  has  been  steadily 
acquiring.     I  mention  this  because  our  compatriots,  the  greater  part 
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of  whom  reside  in  Paris,  are  manifesting  an  increasing  bitterness 
against  England,  and  I  find  it  difficult  to  resist  the  moral  pressure 
which  is  thus  brought  to  bear  upon  me,  and  am  conscious  that  I 
sacrifice  the  popularity  of  the  paper  among  the  Southerners  to  what 
I  concieve  to  be  the  exigencies  of  policy. 

The  festivities  consequent  upon  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  coupled  with  the  absence  of  any  very  startling  news  from 
America,  have  temporarily  diverted  the  national  mind  from  our 
affairs.  What  attention  could  be  bestowed  elsewhere  has  been  given 
to  Poland,  and  a  recent  debate  in  Parliament,  in  which  all  shades 
of  all  opinions  united,  showed  how  deep  and,  I  believe,  sincere  the 
sympathies  of  this  country  are  for  a  people  alien  to  them  in  every 
respect  except  that  it  belongs,  as  we  do  not,  to  the  European  sister- 
hood. One  tithe  of  the  same  earnestness  of  purpose  would  have 
saved  us  much  suffering  and  precious  blood.  In  Lancashire  the  dis- 
tress has  not  indeed  extended,  but  the  patience  of  the  sufferers  is 
diminishing.     I  enclose  an  article  from  to-day's  Times  on  this  subject. 

I  send  this  day  a  brief,  cautiously  worded  private  letter  to  you  by 
way  of  the  North,  without  inside  address  or  signature.  If  received 
please  acknowledge,  as  it  is  an  experiment  of  a  new  route  which  on 
sufficient  trial  may  be  of  exceeding  importance.  I  send  also  a  dupli- 
cate set  of  Blue  Books  by  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State.  Richmond 


No.  31.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  March  19,  1863. 

Sir:     *     *     * 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  of  the  5th  of  February,  namely,  on  the 
10th  of  that  month,  I  received  a  letter  from  Earl  Russell  acknowl- 
edging mine  of  the  3d  of  January  previous  and  in  reply  to  the  com- 
munication 1  had  addressed  to  him  on  the  7th  of  July,  1862,  a  copy 
of  which  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  and  with  it  my  reply 
dated  on  the  18th  of  February,  and  his  rejoinder  of  the  27th.  You 
will  observe  by  them  that  amiable  relations,  at  least,  are  restored 
between  the  foreign  office  and  myself,  although  his  lordship  adheres, 
and  1  doubt  not  will  continue  to  adhere,  to  the  vague  interpretation 
placed  at  the  foreign  office  on  the  convention  of  Paris  in  regard  to 
blockade.  Although  I  informed  the  secretary  that  his  letter  should 
be  transmitted  as  early  as  practicable  to  the  Government  at  Rich- 
mond, yet  I  thought  it  well  to  reply  to  it  in  anticipation  of  instruc- 
tions from  you.  1  am  to  hope  that  the  substance  of  that  reply  will 
meet  your  approval. 

I  transmit  also,  herewith,  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Earl  Rus- 
sell dated  the  16th  of  February  last,  calling  his  attention  to  the  in- 
telligence then  recently  received  here  in  regard  to  the  actual  raising 
of  the  blockade  at  Galveston,  and  the  alleged  like  event  at  Charles^ 
ton,  together  with  his  replies  of  the  16th  and  19th  of  the  same  month. 
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The  promptitude  of  those  replies  would  seem  to  evince  at  least  a  de- 
sire to  conciliate. 

I  also  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Earl  Kussell  of 
the  2d  of  March  instant,  communicating  to  him,  as  instructed,  a 
copy  of  your  No.  11  of  the  11th  of  December,  1862,  relating  to  the 
protection  due  to  neutrals  by  their  respective  governments,  of  cot- 
ton purchased  or  held  by  them  in  the  Confederate  States,  with  ex- 
tended remarks  as  to  the  future  destination  of  the  commerce  of  those 
States  with  foreign  nations,  provided  proper  measures  were  adopted 
by  the  latter  to  invite  and  to  secure  it.  His  reply,  you  will  observe, 
tenders  me  his  thanks  for  the  communication. 

The  views  contained  in  your  dispatch  in  regard  to  that  commerce 
are  certainly  such  as  ought  to  impress  themselves  deeply  on  the 
commercial  and  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  and  place  them  under 
great  responsibilities  to  their  people  should  they  allow  them  to  pass 
unheeded.  1  observe  with  satisfaction  that  the  same  dispatch,  with 
like  instructions  to  communicate  a  copy  of  it  to  the  foreign  office  at 
Paris,  has  also  been  sent  to  Mr.  Slidell. 

The  subject  of  extending  protection  to  English  cotton  purchased 
or  owned  by  neutrals  in  the  Confederate  States,  has  already  been 
the  subject  of  many  notes  between  Lord  Lyons  and  Mr.  Seward, 
and  between  the  former  and  Earl  Kussell,  as  shown  in  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence  laid  before  Parliament  recently  published,  of 
which  1  transmit  a  printed  copy.  The  views  you  present  may,  and 
1  should  hope  would,  have  their  effect  upon  the  Emperor  of  France, 
but  such  seems  to  be  the  absolute  determination  of  the  British  cabi- 
net to  refrain  from  any  act  which  the  United  States  may  choose  to 
consider  objectionable,  that  I  have  little  expectation  of  any  fruits 
from  it  in  this  quarter.  The  Emperor,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
would  not  be  so  actuated ;  but  such  seems  the  entanglement  of  his 
position,  first  from  his  unfortunate  and  ill-starred  expedition  to 
Mexico,  and  now,  from  the  complications  thrown  around  him  by  the 
recent  outbreak  or  revolution  in  Poland,  that  I  doubt  much  whether 
he  can  take  any  active  steps  in  the  matter  just  now.  Mr.  Slidell, 
however,  can  better  inform  you  in  this  matter  than  I  can. 

The  two  events  to  which  I  have  referred  in  the  raising  of  the 
blockade  at  Galveston,  and  the  daring,  and  for  the  time,  successful 
assault  by  our  ironclads  on  the  blockading  squadron  at  Charleston, 
have  made  a  strong  impression  on  the  public  mind  here,  still  deep- 
ened, as  events  progress,  by  the  capture  on  the  Mississippi,  at  first 
of  the  ironclad  Queen  of  the  West,  followed  by  that  of  her  consort, 
the  Indiaiwla,  capped  as  it  has  all  beautifully  been  by  the  destruction 
of  the  Hatteras  by  the  Alabama.  Such  prowess,  with  the  energy, 
daring,  and  fertility  of  resource,  which  originated  and  attended  each 
achievement,  the  more  and  more  coniirms  all  opinion  in  Europe  (to 
use  the  language  of  the  London  Times  of  this  morning)  that  it 
is  hopeless  to  the  North  to  restore  the  Union  of  the  States  as  would 
lie  the  attempt  here  to  restore  the  heptarchy. 

Still  so  obdurate  is  the  Government  in  its  purpose  to  remain 
passive,  that  all  present  idea  of  recognition  here  is  given  up. 

My  No.  30  of  February  9,  which  goes  with  this,  was  sent  to  Liver- 
pool to  overtake  the  messenger  who  bore  my  No.  29,  and  those  ac- 
companying it.    He  had  sailed,  however,  before  it  got  there,  and  it 
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was  returned  to  me.  There  goes  with  it  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
and  debate  in  Parliament  on  the  Queen's  speech,  the  first  day  of 
the  session.  I  was  in  hopes  they  would  have  reached  you  a  month 
earlier. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  on  the  prospect  of  recognition  to  what  is 
contained  in  that  dispatch ;  nor  am  I  aware  that  the  question  is  in 
any  different  position  before  Parliament  than  as  there  reported.  I 
have  heard  that  Judge  Haliburton,  late  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  now  resi- 
dent in  England,  and  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in- 
tended to  offer  a  motion  to  that  end  in  the  House;  but  our  most 
judicious  friends  there  are  against  the  movement  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  I  approve  their  judgment.  .Still,  although  I  know 
Judge  Haliburton  very  well  and  have  found  him  an  earnest  and 
decided  friend  to  the  South,  as  he  did  not  advise  with  me  about  the 
motion,  I  have  thought  it  best  not  to  interfere. 

I  am  most  happj'  to  record  here,  although  the  news  will  have 
reached  you  long  before  you  get  this  dispatch,  the  decided  and 
brilliant  success  of  the  Confederate  loan.  Mr.  Erlanger,  who  has 
been  for  the  last  ten  days  in  London,  seems  to  have  worked  it  with 
great  diligence  and  tact.  He  has  conferred  freely  and  frankly  with 
me,  and  as  there  was  a  strong  opinion  in  moneyed  circles  of  the  city 
that  the  enterprise  was  a  hazardous  one,  and  likely  to  fail  in  the 
market,  I  am  the  more  impressed  by  the  judgment  and  good  sense 
evinced  by  Erlanger.  It  was  placed  on  the  market  yesterday,  when 
more  than  5,000,000  sterling  were  subscribed  at  once,  and  before  night 
it  commanded  a  premium  of  4£  to  5  per  cent.  What  has  been 
subscribed  at  Liverpool,  and  on  the  Continent  we  have  not  heard, 
but  the  books  do  not  close  until  to-morrow  at  2  p.  m.  I  saw 
Erlanger  last  night,  who  was  of  course  much  gratified  at  his  success. 
He  does  not  doubt  that  the  entire  subscription  will  reach,  most  prob- 
ably exceed,  ten  millions.  Although,  doubtless,  the  larger  subscrip- 
tion was  made  in  expectation  of  profit,  yet  I  know  from  many 
sources  that  very  large  sums  were  subscribed  from  a  single  desire 
'  to  serve  the  Confederate  cause,  and  the  leading  houses  in  London 
and  Paris  subscribed  largely. 

I  send  herewith  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  of  diplomatic  correspondence  laid 
before  Parliament  and  just  printed.  No.  1,  containing  that  with  the 
United  States ;  No.  2,  between  Earl  Russell  and  myself ;  and  No.  3, 
with  the  United  States  legation  here  relating  to  the  Alabama.  These 
papers  were  sent  in  before  my  correspondence  with  Earl  Russell 
after  the  27th  February  had  taken  place. 

In  regard  to  the  Alabama,  I  have  received  three  or  four  letters 
from  persons  claiming  to  be  British  subjects,  and  accompanied  by 
documents  to  show  that  property  belonging  to  them  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  Alabama,  as  part  of  the  cargo,  in  some  of  her  captures. 
I  replied,  in  each  case,  that  I  would  transmit  them  to  my  Government, 
if  they  desired  it ;  but  that  in  my  opinion  their  proper  course  would 
be  to  send  them  through  their  secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  In  one 
of  these  cases  I  was  informed  by  the  claimant  that  he  had  applied 
at  the  foreign  office,  and  the  reply  given  was  that  the  only  redress 
was  through  the  prize  courts  of  the  Confederate  States.  I  presume 
these  claims  had  better  be  retained  here  until  the  war  is  over.  They 
are  for  comparatively  small  amounts. 
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It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  obtain  the  books  mentioned  in  the 
list  accompanying  your  No.  14,  and  I  will  send  them  as  you  request, 
through  Messrs.  Eraser  &  Co.  as  early  as  practicable,  first  conferring 
with  Mr.  Hotze  to  avoid  duplicates.  If  the  cost  is  not  greater  than 
I  anticipate,  the  money  can  be  spared  from  the  contingent  fund 
until  you  can  replace  it. 

I  have  with  very  great  pleasure  delivered  your  late  message  to 
Mr.  Lindsay  concerning  the  project,  under  his  auspices,  of  establish- 
ing a  line  of  French  steamers  between  France  and  some  Southern  port. 
I  sent  him  a  transcript  of  so  much  of  your  dispatch  as  expressed  the 
opinions  of  the  President,  with  a  proffer  of  the  earnest  welcome  that 
awaited  him,  should  he  go  over  in  person,  as  he  proposed,  to  arrange 
the  details  of  such  direct  communication.  He  was  much  gratified 
at  the  kind  and  liberal  expressions  of  the  President  toward  him,  and 
begged  that  I  would  say  so  to  the  President  through  you  in  my  next 
dispatch.  He  has  the  subject  of  immediate  direct  trade  with  us,  as 
the  first  fruits  of  our  independence,  much  at  heart ;  has  given  it  great 
consideration,  as  a  much  experienced  shipowner ;  is  master  of  all  the 
detail ;  and  from  his  intimate  intercourse  in  all  commercial  matters 
with  the  French  Government.  I  should  think  would  liave  it  in  liis 
power  as  certainly  as  he  has  the  will  and  purpose  to  carry  the  scheme 
into  effect.  He  will  go  to  our  country,  and  on  this  single  errand,  as 
soon  as  peace  is  proclaimed.  He  is  a  man  of  large  and  independent 
fortune,  of  which  he  has  been  the  sole  architect;  of  liberal  and  un- 
fettered opinion,  able,  and  capable  of  working  his  own  plans  in  his 
own  way;  and  more  than  all,  from  long  commercial  intercourse  in 
affairs  interesting  to  the  Emperor  (and  just  now  the  Emperor  is 
France)  has  his  entire  confidence. 

******* 

We  are  looking  with  great  interest  to  the  progress  of  events  in 
the  Northern  States.  It  is  thought,  as  things  stand  there,  that  our 
earlier  hope  of  peace  may  be  looked  to  from  their  weakness  at  home. 
Opinion  is  gaining  ground  that  in  their  desperation,  they  will  pro- 
voke, by  design,  a  war  with  England  to  avert  an  internecine  war  at 
home. 

Having  no  intercourse,  unofficial  or  otherwise,  with  any  member 
of  the  Government  here,  I  can  gather  opinion  only  from  those  who 
have;  and  referring  to  such  source,  I  have  a  strong  opinion  that 
there  are  those  in  the  cabinet  who  anticipate  by  each  mail  from  the 
North  accounts  of  hostilities  actually  begun  against  England.  I 
tell  them  I  fear  I  am  almost  selfish  enough  to  hope  their  anticipations 
mav  not  be  disappointed. 

March  25. — I  inclose,  cut  from  the  London  Times  of  yesterday,  a 
short  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  of  the  day  before,  between  Lord 
Stratheden  and  Earl  Russell,  on  a  motion  of  the  former  in  regard  to 
recognition  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  You  will  find  it  leaves  the 
question  pretty  much  where  it  found  it;  but  the  concluding  para- 
graph of  Earf  Russell's  remarks  contain  expressions,  which  I  have 
underscored  in  pencil,  which  seem  strongly  to  import,  and,  by  design, 
a  double  meaning.  His  lordship  admits,  in  substance,  that  our  inde- 
pendence is  achieved,  and  at  some  day  it  may  become  necessary  for 
England  to  recognize  it;  but  he  throws  out  to  the  English  people 
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what  the  responsibility  of  that  ministry  will  be  which  recognizes  a 
State  that  vindicates  African  slavery. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  late  of  the  case  of  Hester,  in  custody  at 
Gibraltar  on  the  charge  of  murder  committed  on  board  the  Sumter. 
The  latest  advices  were  that  he  would  be  detained  in  custody  but  not 
brought  to  trial ;  I  presume,  awaiting  some  event  that  would  enable 
the  government  to  turn  him  over  to  our  jurisdiction. 

The  Sumter,  you  are  aware,  has  been  sold  to  a  British  house.  After 
the  sale,  which  the  IT.  S.  consul  there  tried  in  various  ways  to  frus- 
trate, a  constant  watch  was  kept  on  her  by  a  Federal  ship  m  waiting. 
She  escaped,  however,  on  a  dark  night,  and  arrived  safely  at  Liver- 
pool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


London,  March  20,  1863. 

Sir:  Learning  that  Mr.  Beverly  Tucker  will  start  for  Kichmond 
to-morrow,  I  seize  the  occasion  to  send  you  a  few  notes  which  may 
possibly  be  of  interest.  Though  I  have  been  in  London  but  a  little 
more  than  two  weeks  I  have  had,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Mason,  unexpected  opportunities  for  obtaining  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  public  opinion  here  and  throughout  Europe 
touching  American  affairs.  Tn  this  country  the  leading  contestants 
for  power  in  both  parties,  Conservatives  and  Whigs,  supported  by 
the  great  bodj'  of  their  respective  adherents,  are  favorable  to  the 
success  of  the  South.  Many  causes,  however,  operate  to  prevent  this 
partiality  from  yielding  any  practical  results.  Not  only  the  Govern- 
ment party,  but  even  the  Conservative  leaders  are  exceedingly  timid 
in  regard  to  any  movement  which  might  give  umbrage  to  the  United 
States.  They  seem  to  consider  that  a  war  with  that  country  would 
be  the  greatest  calamity  that  could  befall  Great  Britain,  and  they 
have  the  impression  that  the  United  States  would  not  regret  the 
occurrence  of  a  contingency  which  would  justify  them  in  declaring 
war.  This  belief  has  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
England  and  though  it  has  increased  the  willingness  to  witness  the 
dismemberment  of  a  hostile  power  and  diffused  in  a  wide  circle 
the  sympathy  for  the  South,  yet  it  has  also  had  a  powerful  influence 
in  holding  the  government  to  the  policy  of  "  neutrality  "  (so-called) 
in  which  it  has  taken  refuge. 

Another  cause  lies  in  the  peculiar  composition  of  parties  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  You  are  aware  that  neither  of  the  two  great 
parties  has  such  a  working  majority  as  will  insure  its  continuance  in 
power.  The  Whigs  can  at  any  moment  be  ousted,  but  are  equally 
able,  in  turn,  to  eject  their  successors.  This  gives  to  the  Radicals, 
under  Bright  and  others,  the  balance  of  power.  Although  weak  in 
numbers  in  Parliament,  the  last-named  party  has  become  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  of  either  party  in  power.  At  least  their  united 
opposition  would  be  fatal  to  any  government  which  might  be  or- 
ganized.   These  men  are  warm  partisans  of  the  United  States,  and 
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have  of  late  made  a  series  of  striking  demonstrations  by  public 
meetings,  speeches,  etc.  It  is  well  understood,  so  I  am  told,  that 
United  States  gold  has  been  freely  used  in  getting  up  these  spec- 
tacles; and  although  they  have  been  participated  in  by  but  few  men 
of  any  note  or  consideration,  yet  they  have  been  sufficiently  formid- 
able to  exercise  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  leaders  of  both  parties. 
It  was  this  that  elicited  Lord  Derby's  remarkable  speech.  If  the 
nation  were  divided  solely  upon  the  American  question,  the  over- 
whelming force  of  public  opinion  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  South ; 
but  inasmuch  as  it  is  an  issue  subordinate  to  many  questions  both  of 
domestic  and  foreign  policy  and  the  two  parties  contesting  for  power 
are  nearly  equal  in  strength,  the  Radicals  really  control  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  American  affairs.  I  do  not  see  any 
causes  now  at  work  to  change  this  state  of  things.  At  the  same  time 
no  one  can  anticipate  the  policy  of  the  Government  on  this  subject. 
The  events  of  a  day  may  reverse  it  entirely,  as  the  following  fact  will 
illustrate : 

States  that  the  declaration  of  a  leading  member  of  the  government 
party  (the  intimate  confidential  friend  of  Lord  P.)  that  the  Confed- 
eracy would  be  recognized  in  a  few  days,  and  that  he  would  be  the 
appointed  minister  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  All  the 
names  given  in  the  original.  Only  a  few  days  after,  the  same  dis- 
tinguished personage  said  to  my  informant :  "  The  game  is  up.  We 
have  to  take  another  tack."  My  informant,  name  given,  also  unques- 
tionable. 

These  abrupt  changes  are  brought  about  by  a  cause  which  it  is 
difficult  for  American  statesmen  to  appreciate.  The  nations  of 
Europe  constitute  a  federative  league,  a  commonwealth  of  nations, 
which,  though  it  has  no  central  head,  is  so  intimate  and  elaborate 
as  to  subject  the  action  and  sometimes  even  the  internal  affairs  of 
each  to  surveillance  and  intervention  on  the  part  of  all  the  others. 
No  Government,  therefore,  can  enter  upon  a  policy  exclusively  its 
own,  and  its  action  in  reference  to  foreign  matters  is  consequently 
liable  to  constant  modification.  Lord  Palmerston  is  far  more  deeply 
engrossed  with  the  conferences,  jealousies,  and  rivalries  between  the 
leading  powers  of  Europe  than  with  the  fate  of  constitutional  gov- 
ernment in  America.  To  thwart  Louis  Napoleon's  policy  in  Greece 
or  to  prevent  his  ascendancy  in  European  affairs  is  of  far  greater 
importance  than  to  pursue  any  policy  at  all  with  reference  to 
America,  which  is  considered  on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac  as  alien 
in  European  politics.  In  my  opinion,  whenever  this  Government 
shall  have  entertained  the  proposition  of  recognizing  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  it  will  have  been  a  result  due  to  influence  brought  to 
bear  in  Europe.  T 

Notwithstanding  the  present  troubled  state  of  German  politics,  1 
am  satisfied  that  much  service  to  our  cause  would  be  done  by  your 
sending  a  commissioner  to  the  Governments  of  Austria  and  Prussia. 
An  intelligent  gentleman  residing  in  Berlin  has  assured  me  that  the 
Government  and  the  armv  are  extremely  favorable  to  the  cause  ot 
the  South,  and  that  the  success  of  the  South  is  not  more  sincerely 
desired  at  any  court  than  that  of  Austria,  and  the  same  feeling  exists 
among  the  higher  classes  of  that  nation.  Under  proper  management 
these  two  German  courts  would,  at  least,  throw  the  weight  of  their 
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favor  upon  any  movement  which  might  be  inaugurated  elsewhere  in 
behalf  of  Southern  recognition.  An  additional  reason  for  having  a 
commissioner  at  these  courts  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  Government  has  its  agents  throughout  Germany  en- 
listing "  laborers  "  to  take  the  place  of  those  who  have  gone  into  the 
army.  They  profess  that  they  want  them  only  for  this  purpose. 
They  give  a  free  passage,  with  promise  of  high  pay  on  their  arrival 
in  America.  They  have  been  successful  in  finding  men  willing  to 
emigrate  on  these  favorable  terms,  and,  as  you  know,  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  have  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army.  This,  with 
other  causes,  has  made  the  lower  and  a  large  majority  of  the  middle 
classes  of  Germany  warm  partisans  of  the  North.  The  Government 
ot  the  UniteJ  States  has  made  strong  efforts  to  control  public  opinion 
there,  many  of  the  leading  newspapers  being  in  its  pay. 

1  am  here  waiting  for  Mr.  Fearn,  but  have  sought  in  various  quar- 
ters information  respecting  the  probable  success  of  my  mission  to 
Eussia,  and  am  glad  to  say  that  whilst  the  Government  of  Russia  is 
inclined  to  favor  the  cause  of  the  United  States  there  does  not  exist 
any  feeling  of  hostility  toward  the  South.  I  have  some  reason  to 
think,  from  remarks  made  by  a  member  of  the  Russian  legation  here, 
that  when  the  true  nature  and  causes  of  the  present  war  shall  have 
been  known,  and  especially  when  the  Emperor  is  made  to  see  that 
it  is  not  a  rebellion  but  a  lawful  assertion  of  sovereignty,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  his  more  active  cooperation  with  the  views  of  the 
French  Emperor.  There  is  no  party  in  Russia  absolutely  hostile 
to  the  South.  The  avidity  with  which  the  Confederate  loan  has  been 
taken  up  both  here  and  on  the  Continent  has  caused  great  rejoicing 
among  our  friends,  and  it  is  claimed  by  them  to  be  a  financial  recog- 
nition of  the  Confederacy. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamar. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Confederate  States  of  America. 


London,  March  Si,  1863. 
Dear  Mr.  Benjamin:  I  have  just  finished  a  dispatch  to  be  sent 
by  Mr.  Tucker,  but  learning  that  his  mode  of  getting  to  you  is  un- 
certain, and  as  my  dispatch  contains  a  confidential  communication 
which  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  the  chance  of  discovery,  I  have 
concluded  to  send  it  by  a  more  certain  channel.  I  send  a  copy  by 
Mr.  Tucker,  which  I  had  taken  for  myself.  I  regret  that  1  have 
had  to  write  it  in  such  great  haste. 
Yours,  truly, 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamar. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 


No.  20.]  Confederate  States  Commercial  Agency, 

London,  March  21,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  on  the  17th  instant 
of  duplicates  pf  your  dispatch  No.  3,  with  enclosures,  the  receipt  of 
the  originals  of  which  was  acknowledged  in  my  last,  dated  14th 
instant. 
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The  prospectus  of  the  Confederate  loan  was  issued  by  Messrs. 
Erlanger  &  Co.  on  the  London  Exchange  on  Wednesday  evening,  the 
18th  instant.  Before  the  prospectus  was  issued  business  had  already 
been  done  on  speculative  account  at  2|  to  3  per  cent  premium;  on 
Thursday  evening  the  quotations  closed  at  44  to  5  per  cent. 

Yesterday  it  was  rumored  that  the  subscriptions  in  this  place 
alone  exceeded  7,000,000  pounds  sterling.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
of  all  the  new  loans  this  day  before  the  financial  public  the  Danish, 
New  Italian,  Russian  are  at  a  discount,  and  the  Portuguese  is  the 
only  one  beside  the  Confederate  which  is  quoted  at  a  premium,  viz, 
3  to  3J,  and  another,  the  Salvador  loan,  had  to  be  temporarily  with- 
drawn. This  success  of  the  Confederate  loan,  notwithstanding  the 
apparently  unfavorable  time  of  bringing  it  out,  when  so  many  new 
loans  are  in  the  market  and  even  consols  have  fallen  one-fourth  per 
cent,  is  on  all  hands  pronounced  to  be  a  great  moral  victory.  The 
organs  of  the  Northern  Government  and  the  ultra  section  of  the 
Exeter  Hall  school  prove  that  they  also  feel  it  to  be  such  by  even 
more  than  usual  vehemence  in  their  denunciations  of  the  "  infamous 
schemes  of  the  hell-born  rebel  confederacy."  The  masses  are  to  be 
stirred  up  by  another  emancipation  demonstration,  to  which  addi- 
tional interest  is  to  be  given  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  John  Bright,  of 
Birmingham.  It  will  be  numerously  attended  and  a  failure  like  the 
last. 

Lord  Campbell's  motion  has  been  once  more  postponed  until  next 
Monday,  23d  current,  on  account  this  time  of  Earl  Russell's  indisposi- 
tion, his  voice  being  too  feeble  to  permit  his  participating  in  debate. 
His  note  to  Lord  Campbell  (Stratheden)  on  this  subject,  which  I 
have  seen,  concludes,  "the  French  Government  seems  at  this  moment 
fully  occupied  with  Poland."  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  is  averse  to  the  motion  being  made  and 
debated,  or  that,  even  though  the  cabinet  policy  may  force  him  to 
oppose  it  he  will  say  anything  unfriendly  to  our  interests. 

The  insurrection  in  Poland,  now  possessing  all  the  features  of  a 
great  national  revolution,  is  more  and  more  riveting  public  interest. 
Prince  Napoleon,  with  his  accustomed  violence,  has  just  made  an 
ultra  Polish  speech,  and  as  in  similar  instances  relative  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Italy,  his  views  have  been  officially  disavowed,  but  they  never- 
theless produced  considerable  impression  both  on  the  Paris  bourse 
and  the  London  exchange.  I  learn  from  undoubted  authority  that 
Lord  Palmerston,  notwithstanding  the  recent  successes  of  the  Poles, 
remains  unaltered  in  his  private  opinion,  formed  at  the  outset,  that 
the  strong  hand  of  Russia  must  succeed  m  the  end. 

The  condition  of  Ireland,  unusually  satisfactory  for  oyer  a  twelve- 
month, has  suddenly  become  disturbed.  Riots,  for  which  the  cele- 
bration of  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  furnished  the  pretext, 
or  rather  the  occasion,  have  occurred  at  Cork,  requiring  the  inter- 
vention of  the  military,  and  incendiarism  and  assassination  threaten 
to  become  as  rife  as  of  old.  The  Liverpool  Albion,  with  what  truth 
1  will  not  pretend  to  say,  asserts  that  this  disquiet  is  traceable  to  the 
machinations  of  Federal  agents  designed  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment, and  alleges  as  a  proof  that  recruiting  for  the  Federal  Army 
is  carried  on  to  a  large  extent  in  Ireland. 

I  enclose  extracts  from  the  money  articles  of  the  principal  dailies 
on  the  Confederate  loan. 
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A  second  private  letter,  very  cautiously  worded  and  without  direc- 
tion inside,  goes  this  day  by  way  of  the  North.  It  is  like  the  first, 
intended  to  explore  a  new  and  more  expeditious  route  of  communi- 
cation with  you,  which,  if  sufficiently  tried,  may  become  of  great 
value  to  the  public  service.  With  this  view  I  must  beg  you  to  ac- 
knowledge its  receipt  by  the  first  opportunity. 

By  an  arrival  at  Southampton  we  learn  of  the  capture  of  three 
more  vessels  by  the  Alabama,  viz,  the  Golden  Eagle,  from  New  Bed- 
ford ;  the  Olive  Jane,  from  Boston ;  and  the  schooner  Palmetto,  from 
Trenton;  also  of  the  capture  and  release  on  a  ransom  bond  of  the 
ship  Washington,  from  New  York,  the  latter  having  British  prop- 
erty on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Hotze. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


Richmond,  March  21, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  a  few  lines  on  the  following 
subject  and  respectfully  request  your  attention  to  the  same : 

Mr.  Anfora,  the  consul-general  of  the  Kingdom  of  Italy  in  New 
York,  informs  me  that  the  American  bark  Lauraetta,  Marshall  M. 
Wells,  master,  and  bound  at  that  time  from  New  York  for  Madeira 
and  Messina,  was,  in  October,  1862,  taken  on  the  high  seas  by  the  C.  S. 
ship  Alabama,  Captain  Semmes,  and  burnt  by  his  orders  together  with 
her  cargo.  Captain  Wells  protested  against  the  destruction  of  the 
cargo,  the  same  being  principally  Italian  and  partly  English  prop- 
erty, the  Italian  part  being  for  Mr.  Marino  Costavilla,  of  Messina, 
all  of  which  was  proved  to  Captain  Semmes  by  Captain  Wells  by  his 
shipping  and  consular  papers,  but  Captain  Semmes  did  not  think 
proper  to  notice  the  protest. 

The  consul-general  instructs  me  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  course 
the  Confederate  States  Government  intends  to  pursue  under  these 
circumstances,  and  whether  it  will  indemnify  the  Italian  subjects, 
should  all  the  above  be  finally  and  satisfactorily  proved.  I  therefore 
respectfully  ask  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  let  me  know,  if  convenient, 
your  Government's  intentions  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  highest  regard,  I  am.  sir,  most  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

L.  von  Gronint, 
N.  Consul  of  Italy. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  29.]  Paris,  March  21, 1863. 

Siii :  Since  my  last,  of  the  4th  of  March,  I  am  in  possession  of  your 
Nos.  12  and  13.  The  postscript  of  No.  13  is  very  interesting,  and' will 
be  borne  in  mind  by  me  in  any  future  interviews  I  may  have  with  the 
person  to  whom  it  refers.  The  Polish  question  still  engrosses  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government,  the  press,  and  the  public  to  the  exclusion 
of  every  other,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  it  has  received  some 
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practical  solution.  In  the  meanwhile,  however,  England  has  given 
another  evidence  of  her  selfish  and  tortuous  policy.  After  exciting, 
by  the  unanimous  declarations  of  her  leading  statesmen  and  journals, 
France  to  take  the  initiative  of  action  in  behalf  of  the  Poles,  she 
declines  when  invited  to  unite  even  in  diplomatic  efforts  in  their 
favor.  The  consequence  is  that  the  feeling  of  alienation  and  distrust 
is  now  stronger  than  ever,  and  I  am  obliged  to  admit  that  there  is 
reasonable  ground  for  the  suspicion  generally  entertained  here  that 
England  would  not  regret  to  see  France  involved  in  war  with  the 
Lincoln  Government. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  war  England  was  infinitely  more  dis- 
posed to  recognition  than  she  has  ever  been  since.  She  then  doubted 
our  capacity  to  maintain  our  independence;  and  if  we  had  suffered 
very  serious  reverses,  I  believe  she  would  have  gone  further  than 
recognition  and  found  some  pretext  for  active  material  intervention 
to  secure  a  final  separation  of  North  and  South.  Now  that  separa- 
tion is  certain  without  her  aid,  she  is  quite  indifferent  how  long  the 
contest  may  be  continued,  and  would  look  with  complacency  on  the 
introduction  of  a  new  element  which,  while  creating  increased 
financial  difficulties  with  France,  would  effectually  insure  the  total 
ruin  of  her  greatest  commercial  rivals.  This  may  seem  a  harsh  judg- 
ment, but  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  its  correctness. 

You  will,  before  this  dispatch  can  reach  you,  have  seen  by  the  news- 
papers the  brilliant  success  of  Erlanger  &  Co.'s  loan.  The  affair  has 
been  admirably  managed  by  them,  and  can  not  fail  to  exercise  a  most 
salutary  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  It  is  a  financial 
recognition  of  our  independence,  emanating  from  a  class  proverbially 
cautious  and  little  given  to  be  influenced  by  sentiment  or  sympathy. 

I  send  you  a  speech  recently  delivered  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Billault, 
minister  sans  porte-feuille,  whose  special  function  is  to  explain  and 
defend  the  views  and  policy  of  the  Emperor  on  all  matters  connected 
with  foreign  affairs.  You  will  find  in  it  a  complete  exposition  of  the 
Polish  question,  a  brief  but  clear  resume  of  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween France  and  foreign  powers,  but  I  invite  your  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  American  war. 

I  have  received  through  Mr.  Mason  your  instructions  about  for- 
warding dispatches,  and  shall  hereafter  send  either  an  original  or 
duplicate  of  each  in  the  way  you  direct.  Indeed,  I  had,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  L.  H.,  already  dispatched  several 
by  that  channel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No  14  1  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  2b,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Nos.  22,  23, 

24,  25,  and  26.     No.  22  was  received  on  the  27th  ult.     The  remainder 

were  forwarded  through  Mr.  Heyliger,  and  arrived  on  19th  inst. 

Among  them,  Nos.  23  and  24  were  duplicates,  and  have  been  received 
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before  the  originals,  which  have  not  yet  arrived.  The  duplicate  of 
No.  22,  which  was  accompanied  (as  stated  in  your  No.  23)  by 
triplicates  of  your  Nos.  1,3,4,  5,  and  6,  has  not  yet  been  received,  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  third  effort  to  complete  the  files  of  the 
Department  will  not  prove  abortive,  and  that  the  missing  dispatch 
may  soon  come  to  hand.  In  reference  to  my  No.  7,  you  will  cor- 
rectly observe  that  I  had  not,  at  the  date  of  writing  it,  received  your 
statement  of  what  occurred  at  your  interview  with  the  Emperor; 
and,  as  we  were  well  aware,  both  from  your  own  dispatches  and  other 
sources,  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  was  not  friendly  to  our  cause,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  President  should  have  had  his  suspicions  awakened 
by  the  very  singular  developments  communicated  to  him  almost 
simultaneously  by  the  governor  of  Texas  and  a  Senator  from  that 
State.  The  extent  of  Mr.  Thouvenel's  unfriendly  feeling  toward  us 
is  fully  developed  in  the  conversation  which  he  held  with  Mr.  Dayton 
on  the  12th  September,  1862,  and  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  published  in  the  documents  annexed  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  mes- 
sage of  last  December.  You  will  find  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dayton  at 
page  389  of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  Mr.  Seward,  and  it  can 
not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  Emperor  that  with  information 
of  the  existence  of  such  sentiments  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  as 
are  there  developed,  and  with  no  knowledge  of  any  dissent  from 
those  views  on  the  part  of  his  Sovereign,  painful  surmises  should  have 
been  excited  in  this  Government,  and  should  have  been  the  subject  of 
a  confidential  communication  to  our  agent  at  his  court. 

That  communication,  intended  solely  to  awaken  your  vigilance, 
has  been  used  by  our  enemies  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  your  rela- 
tions with  the  cabinet  of  the  Tuileries  long  after  the  incidents  which 
gave  rise  to  it  had  been  fully  explained  and  when  the  impressions 
created  by  those  incidents  had  been  entirely  effaced.  Fully  convinced 
as  we  now  are  of  the  true  sentiments  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  to 
which  the  President  has  rendered  ample  justice  in  his  last  message, 
it  will  scarcely  be  necessary  to  revert  to  the  subject  in  your  inter- 
course with  the  cabinet  of  the  Tuileries.  If,  however,  you  deem  it 
expedient,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  your  taking  any  suitable 
occasion  for  giving  assurance  that  not  a  doubt  remains  in  the  mind 
of  the  President  of  the  cordial  sympathy  of  his  Imperial  Majesty 
in  our  efforts  to  conquer  peace,  now  that  our  independence  has  been 
secured,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  subordinate  consular  officials,  to 
which  just  exception  was  taken  by  us,  had  no  higher  inspiration 
than  their  own  mistaken  and  super-serviceable  zeal.  On  the  subject 
of  your  interview  with  Mr.  Arman,  you  will  receive  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Mallory,  who  writes  on  the  subject  to  Mr. 
Mason  also.  It  is  of  the  lust  importance  that  some  successful  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  by  you  in  concert  with  Mr.  Mason,  as  we  enter- 
tain great  apprehension  lest  our  ironclads  should  be  stopped  in 
England.  The  money  question  can  hardly  create  a  difficulty,  espe- 
cially if  our  information  that  the  Erlanger  loan  has  been  taken  shall 
prove  correct ;  and  if  not,  we  learn  from  our  financial  agent  in  Lon- 
don that  cotton  bonds  can  be  sold  there  freely  on  terms  fully  equal 
to  those  offered  by  the  Erlanger  contract.  The  memorandum  ad- 
dressed by  you  to  the  Emperor  was  read  with  great  interest.  It  was 
admirably  calculated  to  awaken  his  solicitude  on  the  salient  point 
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involving  French  interests  in  this  calamitous  war,  and  can  not  have 
been  without  effect  on  the  resolve  of  his  Majesty  to  make  another 
attempt  toward  putting  an  end  to  hostilities.  It  is  very  fortunate 
that  the  blind  presumption  of  our  enemies  should  have  led  them  to 
the  folly  of  rejecting  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  for 
a  conference  on  the  subject  of  a  restoration  of  peace. 

They  have  thus  subjected  themselves  to  the  odium  necessarily 
attached  to  a  nation  which,  in  the  midst  of  so  awful  a  carnage,  de- 
clares substantially  that  it  will  never  make  peace  and  will  not  even 
confer  upon  the  possibility  of  amicable  settlement.  This  is  the  more 
fortunate,  for  otherwise  it  would  have  been  difficult,  perhaps,  for 
us  to  satisfy  public  opinion  in  Europe  of  the  propriety  of  our  own 
rejection  of  the  offer,  which  must  have  been  inevitable  unless  we 
were  admitted  to  the  conference  on  equal  terms — that  is,  as  a  recog- 
nized independent  nation.  The  dignity  and  self-respect  of  this  Gov- 
ernment would  never  have  been  compromised  by  any  agreement  on 
our  part  to  confer,  under  the  auspices  of  a  foreign  Government,  with 
a  nation  recognized  by  that  Government  and  assuming  to  meet  us 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  our  "  rebellion,"  while  our  inde- 
pendence remained  unrecognized  by  the  mediating  power.  There 
could  have  been  no  equality  in  such  a  conference,  and  your  sagacity 
was  not  at  fault  in  assuring  the  friend  who  broached  the  proposition 
that  it  would  be  barren  of  the  results  he  hoped.  The  unexpected  good 
fortune  which  has  thrown  upon  our  enemies  the  responsibility  of  a 
refusal  has  relieved  us,  however,  of  all  embarrassment  on  this  matter, 
and  the  remarks  I  have  made  are  prompted  solely  by  the  desire  of 
informing  you  what  are  the  opinions  of  the  President  on  the  sub- 
ject, so  that  you  may  be  guided  by  them  in  the  event  of  your  being 
compelled  to  act  on  similar  propositions  without  having  time  to  ask 
for  instructions.  In  a  dispatch  of  29th  January  last,  received  from 
Brussels,  we  are  informed  that  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  (which  has  been  refused  by  Mr.  Seward  in  one  of  the  most 
contemptuous  dispatches  ever  addressed  to  the  cabinet  of  a  great 
nation)  was  prompted  by  a  second  letter  addressed  to  the  Emperor 
bv  King  Leopold,  urging  him  most  earnestly  to  take  the  initiative  in 
oiir  recognition ;  and  the  writer  gives  us  the  assurance,  which  corre- 
sponds with  your  own  anticipations,  that  a  refusal  by  the  Washing- 
ton Cabinet  to  accept  the  proposition  would  be  followed  by  our  im- 
mediate recognition.  We  do  not  rely  on  this  result,  the  more  espe- 
cially as  the  insurrection  in  Poland  by  its  increasing  proportions 
threatens  complications  in  Europe  that  may  involve  the  French  Gov- 
ernment and  thus  render  it  averse  to  any  hazard,  however  remote,  of 
difficulties  with  the  United  States.  We  await,  however,  with  curi- 
osity, if  not  with  impatience,  the  news  of  the  action  of  a  cabinet  little 
accustomed  to  such  cavalier  treatment  as  Mr.  Seward  has  ostenta- 
tiously paraded  both  in  his  replv  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  and  in 
the  unequivocal  dementi  given  to  Mr.  Mercier  on  the  subject  of  the 
latter's  account  of  the  circumstances  attendant  on  his  visit  to  Rich- 
mond. ... 

While  speaking  on  this  subject  I  may  mention  that  in  my  JSo.  5 
(which  failed  to  reach  you,  and  of  which  a  duplicate  is  herewith  for 
warded)  I  gave  an  account  of  my  interview  with  Mr.  Mercier  which 
does  not  differ  much  in  substance  and  not  at  all  in  spirit  from  that 
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given  by  him  in  his  dispatch,  and  I  therein  expressed  the  opinion 
that  he  had  been  induced  to  come  here  by  the  suggestions  of  Mr. 
Seward,  although  he  confined  himself  to  the  statement  that  he  came 
with  Mr.  Seward's  knowledge  and  consent.  You  are  perfectly  cor- 
rect in  all  the  assurances  given  by  you  that  our  recognition  by  the 
great  powers  of  Europe  would  end  the  war  at  a  very  early  day,  but 
we  have  ceased  to  expect  that  consummation  until  it  will  be  to  us  a 
matter  of  entire  indifference,  and  the  day  is  fast  approaching  when 
we  shall  feel  entitled,  like  Napoleon  I,  to  refuse  an  express  recogni- 
tion on  the  ground  of  its  implying  a  doubt  of  the  preexistence  of  a 
self-evident  fact.  How  fast  the  Emperor  is  losing,  by  a  hesitating 
policy  unprecedented  in  his  magnificent  career,  the  chance  of  binding 
to  the  interests  of  France  by  the  closest  alliance  both  of  feeling  and 
policy  this  young  and  powerful  Confederacy  can  scarcely  be  known 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  This  war  may  not  last  beyond  the 
present  year,  perhaps  not  beyond  the  sickly  season  of  a  Southern 
summer,  and  yet  he  suffers  himself  to  be  restrained  from  decisive 
action  by  alternative  menaces  and  assurances  uttered  with  notorious 
mendacity  by  the  leaders  of  the  frantic  mob  which  now  controls  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Not  many  months  will  pass  away 
before  he  will  recur  to  his  present  course  of  policy  with  the  same 
regret  as  was  expressed  so  frankly  to  you  for  his  mistake  in  recog- 
nizing the  soi-disant  blockade.  Your  communication  on  the  subject 
of  the  cargoes  to  be  shipped  to  Matamoras,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying correspondence,  has  been  placed  before  the  Secretaries  of 
War  and  Navy,  who  will  take  measures  to  facilitate  their  landing  and 
removal  and  the  exportation  of  the  cotton  to  be  given  in  exchange. 
The  public  journals  keep  you  so  well  informed  on  the  condition  of 
affairs  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  add  anything. 

T  may  say  in  general  terms  that  the  enemy  has  been  decisively  re- 
pulsed from  Port  Hudson  and  the  attacking  forces  withdrawn,  after 
heavy  damage,  including  the  loss  of  the  steam  frigate  Mississippi, 
set  on  fire  and  destroyed  by  our  batteries;  that  they  have  been  finally 
and  decisively  repulsed  from  the  Yazoo  Pass,  an  expedition  which 
was  from  its  inception  as  stupid  and  impossible  as  was  ever  made 
by  incompetent  commanders;  that  their  effort  to  penetrate  our  coun- 
try by  cutting  a  canal  into  Lake  Providence  and  thence  through 
Tensas  River  into  the  Mississippi  has  proved  as  preposterous  as  you 
must  have  known  it  to  be  from  your  acquaintance  with  the  topog- 
raphy of  that  district  of  country;  that  the  cut-off  opposite  Vicksburg 
has  thus  far  proved  as  impracticable  as  all  their  other  devices  to  get 
by  Vicksburg  without  fighting,  and  that  the  alternative  now  left  for 
them  is  to  fight  with  certain  defeat  or  to  withdraw  with  the  most 
disastrous  effect  on  the  public  feeling  at  the  North. 

In  northern  Virginia  we  fear  nothing,  and  at  Charleston  and  Sa- 
vannah, though  they  have  threatened  attack  for  many  months,  they 
still  remain  inactive. 

You  will  perceive,  however,  in  the  newspapers  an  apparent  anxiety 
on  the  subject  of  provisions,  and  it  is  even  said  that  our  oft-deluded 
foes  are  again  indulging  the  hope  that  we  are  to  lose  our  independ- 
ence by  starvation.  As  nothing  is  too  absurd  for  belief,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  inform  you  that  this  starvation  means  simply  short  rations 
of  meat  for  a  very  limited  period,  caused  principally  by  the  difficul- 
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ties  of  transportation  over  our  railroads,  which  have  been  much  im- 
paired in  efficiency  by  the  winter  storms,  and  over  the  country  roads, 
which  are  almost  impassable  for  the  same  reason.  Of  bread  there 
is  a  superabundance,  and  the  Southern  wheat  crops,  which  are  fine, 
will  commence  furnishing  new  flour  in  Texas  in  five  or  six  weeks, 
and  in  Carolina  in  sixty  days,  while  the  Virginia  crop  is  harvested 
usually  at  the  end  of  June.  We  are  really  suffering  for  want  of 
forage  for  the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  as  that  article  is  quite 
too  bulky  for  distant  transportation,  and  until  the  spring  herbage 
becomes  abundant  the  efficiency  of  those  two  arms  of  the  service  in 
northern  Virginia  will  be  considerably  impaired- 

I  reserve  for  a  separate  dispatch  my  reply  to  your  remark  relative 
to  a  mission  to  Spain,  and  am,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  John  Slidell,  fans. 


J.  P.  Benjamin. 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  President  at  our 
recent  Cabinet  meeting,  the  Secretary  of  War  and  this  Department 
have  taken  action  in  the  matter  of  the  General  Rusk,  or  Blanche,  and 
the  papers  are  now  forwarded  to  you  for  your  own  action. 

You  will  find  herewith, 

First.*  The  letter  of  the  Hon.  P.  W.  Gray  to  yourself. 

Second.*  The  letter  of  the  collector  of  Galveston  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  with  its  inclosures. 

Third.*  The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the 
case  of  Major  Moise.  This  record  belongs  to  the  files  of  the  Adju- 
tant-General and  is  to  be  restored  to  him. 

Fourth.*  The  abstract  of  the  whole  case  with  my  suggestions 
thereon  as  communicated  to  the  President  at  his  request. 

I  have  taken  measures  for  claiming  from  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment the  whole  amount  of  the  indemnity  exacted  by  it  from  the 
United  States,  and  in  my  dispatch  on  the  subject  have  assumed  the 
ground  that  the  parties  in  possession  of  the  vessel  are  responsible 
to  the  Government  for  the  value  of  the  services  of  the  vessel  on  her 
first  successful  voyage,  both  going  and  returning.  This  seems  to 
me  very  clear,  and  probably  a  better  measure  of  the  just  claims  of 
the  Government  than  any  share  of  profits  as  suggested  in  my 
memorandum  to  the  President. 

If  you  agree  in  this  view,  I  think  it  would  be  well  that  you  should 
enquire  of  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  what  were  the 
current  rates  of  outward  and  inward  freights  on  vessels  running 
the  blockade  at  the  date  of  the  voyage  of  the  General  Rusk.  '  Those 
gentlemen  can  probably  give  you  more  reliable  information  than 
anyone  else  in  the  Confederacy. 

I  deem  it  my  duty,  also,  to  repeat  the  communication  made  to  me 
officially  by  a  citizen  of  Louisiana  that  Major  Moise  bought  for  him- 
self a  handsome  residence  at  a  cost  of  $25,000  cash,  in  Alexandria,  La. 


*  Enclosures  not  found. 
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A  very  unpleasant  and  unfortunate  feature  in  the  case  is  that  the 
delinquent  officer  is  a  brother  of  the  district  judge  of  Louisiana. 
This  may  be  unknown  to  you,  and  I  state  the  fact  that  you  may  take 
such  measures  as  are  provided  by  the  law  for  cases  where  the  near 
relationship  of  the  judge  renders  him  incompetent  to  act. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Watts, 

A  Horn  ey  -  General. 


No.  15.]  Department  or  State. 

Richmond,  March  26,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith  a  letter  of  credence  authorizing 
you  to  act  as  special  commissioner  of  this  Government  at  the  Court 
of  Madrid.  This  letter  is  forwarded  to  you  in  consequence  of  the 
suggestion  in  your  dispatch  No.  26.  Prior  to  the  receipt  of  that 
dispatch  the  President  had  determined  on  sending  a  commissioner 
to  Spain,  but  on  conference  with  several  members  of  the  Senate,  it 
became  apparent  that  the  unjust  action  of  European  powers  in  re- 
fusing us  the  recognition  to  which  we  are  so  plainly  entitled  had 
produced  its  natural  effect,  and  that  there  was  a  marked  aversion 
to  any  further  attempt  at  communication  with  them.  Indeed  a  very 
serious  attempt  was  made  to  pass  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  that  our  commissioners  should  be  withdrawn  from  all 
the  European  courts,  but  this  was  subsequently  so  far  modified  as 
to  make  an  exception  in  regard  to  the  French  mission.  The  irrita- 
tion against  Great  Britain  is  fast  increasing,  and  we  had  some 
trouble  satisfying  different  Senators  that  the  true  interests  of  our 
country  would  suffer  from  the  course  they  seemed  inclined  to  adopt. 
It  was  specially  in  relation  to  the  danger  of  having  our  supplies  cut 
off  and  our  ironclads  stopped  that  we  were  most  anxious.  The 
proposal  for  withdrawal  of  our  commissioners  has  therefore  been 
abandoned ;  but  in  deference  to  the  prevalent  sentiment,  it  is  deemed 
judicious  to  increase  their  number,  and  the  President  therefore  avails 
himself  of  3'our  proposal  to  proceed  to  Madrid,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  a  pecuniary  matter  there  pending  which  requires  attention  imme- 
diately. It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  give  you  any  special  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  the  general  subject  of  opening  a  friendly  inter- 
course with  Spain  and  of  inducing  possibly  her  Catholic  Majesty  to 
assume  the  initiative  in  forming  with  us  relations  which  can  not  but 
redound  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  Spnin  as  well  as  to  our  own 
advantage.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  expediency  of  your 
endeavoring  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Spanish  cabinet  the  re- 
lations that  will  connect  our  Confederacy  with  Spain,  and  those  that 
have  heretofore  existed  between  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish 
Government.  The  general  views  of  the  President  on  this  subject 
are  fully  developed  in  the  instructions  which  by  his  direction  were 
addressed  by  my  predecessor,  the  Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  to  the 
commissioners  formerly  empowered  to  treat  with  that  court  for  the 
opening  of  amicable  relations.     A  copy  of  that  dispatch,  under  date 
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of  24th  August,  1861,  is  herewith  forwarded  to  you.  On  all  other 
points,  your  correspondence  with  this  Department  will  have  placed 
you  so  fully  in  possesion  of  the  policy  of  the  Administration  in  its 
conduct  of  the  Government  both  at  home  and  abroad  as  to  render 
useless  any  further  explanation. 

There  is  one  rather  unpleasant  business  matter  in  which  early 
action  seems  necessary  and  to  which  I  invite  your  attention.  The 
Confederate  Government  was  the  owner  of  a  certain  steamer  fitted 
up  as  a  war  vessel  (although  originally  a  merchantman)  named  the 
General  Rush;  and  this  vessel,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston, 
was  placed  by  General  Hebert,  who  commanded  the  Department  of 
Texas,  under  the  control  of  Major  T.  S.  Moise,  his  assistant  quarter- 
master. Major  Moise  has  recently  been  tried  before  a  court-martial, 
convicted,  and  dismissed  from  the  service,  and  from  the  evidence 
taken  on  his  trial  the  President  has  become  satisfied  that  he  entered 
into  a  fraudulent  combination  with  Robert  Mott,  J.  L.  Macauley 

and  his  brother  Macauley,  and  Nelson  Clements;  that,  under 

cover  of  procuring  supplies  for  the  Government,  he  transferred 
(utterly  without  authority)  the  steamer  General  Rush  to  his  asso- 
ciates without  the  payment  of  any  price  or  consideration  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; that  he  authorized  them  to  put  her  under  the  British  flag 
by  collusive  transfer  to  some  British  subject,  and  to  employ  her  in 
commerce  between  the  Confederacy  and  the  port  of  Havana  for  the 
joint  benefit  of  himself  and  his  associates,  Avithout  stipulating  for 
any  freight  or  charter  money  in  favor  of  the  Government  and  with- 
out even  taking  any  other  security  for  the  return  of  the  vessel  to  the 
Government  than  a  bend  signed  by  his  associates  themselves  for  the 
sum  of  $50,000,  which  was  about  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel. 
It  seems  that  in  the  execution  of  their  plan  the  parties  took  the  Rusk 
to  Havana  and  had  her,  by  some  means  unknown  to  this  Government, 
placed  under  the  British  flag  and  provided  with  British  papers,  and 
had  her  name  changed  to  the  Blanche.  After  one  successful  round 
voyage,  in  which  the  parties  made  large  profits,  the  Blanche  was  on 
her  way  to  Havana  with  a  second  cargo  of  cotton  when  both  vessel 
and  cargo  were  destroyed  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  within  the  neutral 
jurisdiction  of  Spain  by  the  Federal  steamer  Monty ' ornery,  under 
circumstances  of  such  outrage  that  the  Federal  Government  was 
forced,  as  we  understand,  to  make  reparation  to  Spain  by  the  pay- 
ment of  $200,000  for  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  It  is  also 
understood  that  one  of  the  parties  to  the  fraudulent  conspiracy 
against  our  Government  has  gone  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  claim- 
ing as  owner  the  whole  amount  of  the  indemnity  accorded  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  that  of  Spain. 

On  the  above  statement  of  facts  it  is  of  course  unnecessary  to 
offer  any  argument  in  support  of  the  position  that  the  General  Rush 
or  Blanche  never  ceased  to  be  the  property  of  this  Government,  and 
that  her.  transfer  by  an  unfaithful  officer  of  this  Government  with- 
out authority  to  his  associates,  and  their  collusive  transfer  to  some 
British  subject  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  one  of  the  belligerents 
in  this  war  are  equally  null  and  void.  It  is  in  like  manner  evident 
that  the  parties  to  this  fraud  who  were  owners  of  the  cargo  on  the 
Blanche  are  responsible  to  this  Government  for  at  least  an  adequate 
compensation  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  vessel  on  her  previous 
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voyage,  and  the  amount  thus  due  by  them  to  the  Government  exceeds 
the  value  of  the  cargo  destroyed.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  this  Government  being  the  owner  of  the  vessel  and  having  just 
demands  against  the  owners  of  the  cargo  who  are  citizens  of  the 
Confederac}',  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  receive  for  proper  application  the  whole  amount  of  the  in- 
demnity which  Spain  has  exacted  from  the  United  States  for  account 
of  the  owners  of  vessel  and  cargo.  It  is  therefore  desired  by  the 
President  that  you  take  the  proper  measures  for  securing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  sum  to  this  Government.  It  does  not  escape  our 
observation  that  you  may  be  embarrassed  in  action  on  this  subject 
from  the  fact  that,  as  our  independence  has  not  yet  been  recognized 
by  Spain,  the  Government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  may  feel  averse 
to  making  immediate  payment  of  this  amount  from  apprehension 
of  unfriendly  discussion  with  the  United  States  if  our  demand  be 
admitted.  Such  apprehension  could  not  properly  be  entertained, 
for,  as  this  Government  has  been  recognized  as  a  belligerent  and 
Spain  has  proclaimed  her  neutrality  between  the  two  belligerents, 
the  law  of  nations  justifies  her  in  exacting  from  the  United  States 
reparation  for  breach  of  neutrality  and  justifies  us  as  a  belligerent 
in  requiring  that  due  effect  shall  be  given  to  the  neutrality  of  Spain 
for  the  protection  of  our  interests  whilst  within  her  territorial  juris- 
diction. But  we  care  not  to  urge  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs  our 
rights  to  their  full  extent,  provided  the  interests  and  honor  of  our 
country  are  maintained  unimpaired.  If  therefore  you  find  that  the 
Spanish  Government,  although  willing  to  make  us  full  reparation, 
should  insist  with  any  degree  of  pertinacity  on  deferring  the  final 
adjustment  of  the  claim  till  the  restoration  of  peace,  it  is  not  deemed 
politic  to  press  our  claim  any  further  than  to  require  an  explicit 
assurance  that  the  money  shall  not  be  paid  to  any  other  party  than 
this  Government  without  its  consent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  John  Slidell,  Paris. 


No.  17.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  27, 1863. 

Sir:  I  am  without  further  dispatches  from  you  since  my  No.  16 
of  21st  February. 

I  had  at  that  date  received  nothing  from  you  subsequent  to  11th 
December,  and  I  regret  that  you  hesitated  to  forward  your  dispatches 
through  Mr.  Heyliger,  as  we  have  received  dates  from  Europe 
through  that  channel  as  late  as  14th  February,  both  from  Mr.  Slidell 
and  Mr.  Mann,  as  well  as  from  other  agents. 

I  write  now  to  say  that,  from  communications  received  by  Mr. 
Mallory  from  his  officers,  it  appears  that  grave  apprehensions  are 
entertained  lest  obstacles  should  be  opposed  to  the  departure  of  our 
vessels  now  near  completion  in  England.  I  therefore  beg  that  you 
will  endeavor  in  concert  with  Mr.  Slidell  to  arrange  for  their  transfer 
to  France,  if  such  a  course  should  become  necessary.    His  dispatches 
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indicate  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  so  doing.    This  matter  is 
of  vital  importance  and  I  invoke  to  it  your  earnest  attention. 

The  posture  of  affairs  here  is  more  satisfactory  than  it  has  ever 
been.  We  look  with  entire  confidence  to  holding  the  Mississippi 
River  both  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  against  the  utmost  efforts 
of  the  enemy.  They  have  been  signally  defeated  in  every  attempt  at 
both  points.  A  formidable  attack  is  threatened  on  Charleston,  but 
months  pass  away  without  any  movement  by  the  enemy,  and  our 
preparations  for  defense  are  very  complete,  although  to  a  certain 
extent  doubt  must  attach  to  the  result  of  so  new  an  experiment  in 
warfare  as  will  be  the  combined  attack  of  a  number  of  heavily  armed 
turreted  ironclads.  It  is  possible  that  they  may  succeed  in  passing 
into  the  harbor,  but  even  then,  though  they  may  destroy  the  buildings 
in  the  city,  they  can  not  take  it  without  the  most  awful  carnage  yet 
witnessed  in  this  war. 

The  debates  in  the  British  Parliament  seem  indicative  of  a  deter- 
mination to  deny  our  right  to  recognition  at  the  very  moment  that 
all  parties  admit  that  we  have  conquered  our  independence  and  that 
the  success  of  our  enemies  in  their  schemes  for  our  subjugation  is 
impossible ! 

What  a  comment  on  the  respect  paid  by  British  statesmen  to  the 
plainest  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity  and  the  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples of  international  law ! 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 

P.  S. — You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission  for  Mr.  Robert 
Dowling,  as  commercial  agent  at  Cork,  in  Ireland,  and  a  letter  noti- 
fying him  of  his  appointment.  They  are  left  open  for  your  informa- 
tion, and  I  will  thank  you,  after  perusal,  to  forward  them  to  their 


destination. 


J.  P.  Benjamin. 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  23d  instant.    I  will 
call  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Ould,  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  the  case  of  the  prisoners  taken  on  the  prize  vessel. 

In  relation  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  British 
waters  by  the  Federal  gunboat  Alabama,  the  facts  set  forth  in  your 
letter  are  neither  sufficiently  precise  nor  well  authenticated  to  justify 
the  action  of  this  Government.  Whenever  it  shall  be  in  your  power 
to  lay  before  this  Department  a  detailed  statement  of  the  facts, 
verified  by  affidavits  of  trustworthy  witnesses,  due  consideration  will 
be  given  to  any  claim  which  may  appear  to  be  founded  on  justice. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  r.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Thomas  B.  Power,  Esq., 

Charleston,  S.  C. 
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No.  32.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  March  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  The  messenger  to  bear  these  dispatches  being  still  detained  I 
have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  them  to  the  present  date.  In  my 
general  dispatch  (No.  31)  of  the  19th  instant  I  spoke  of  the  brilliant 
success  of  the  Confederate  loan,  then  first  put  upon  the  market.  I 
have  now  the  satisfaction,  ten  days  having  expired  since  the  books 
were  closed  and  three  since  the  allotment  to  subscribers,  of  confirming 
that  success.  The  books  were  open  only  from  Thursday  to  Saturday 
at  2  p.  m.  (say  two  days  and  a  half),  and  the  subscription  reached 
nearly  sixteen  millions.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  premium  attained 
in  the  first  excitement  of  speculation,  when  it  reached  5£  per  cent, 
has  since  fluctuated.  It  closed  firmly  on  Saturday  (day  before  yes- 
terday) at  from  If  to  2  per  cent.  I  have  just  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Erlanger,  who  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Schroder,  the  principal 
b.anker  in  London  managing  the  loan ;  they  assure  me  that  since  the 
allotment,  when  the  stock  came  into  possession  of  holders,  prices  have 
settled  so  firmly  down  at  present  rates  and  with  such  indications  of 
strength  that  there  is  little  fear  of  its  falling  lower  and  none  that 
it  will  touch  par.  They  say  that  such  entire  confidence  is  felt  and 
evinced  by  holders  in  the  security  that  they  have  no  fear.  They  tell 
me  further  that  subscriptions  came  direct  from  Russia  and  from 
cotton  spinners;  also  from  Switzerland;  from  the  free  cities  of 
Bremen,  Hamburg,  and  Frankfort:  and  even  from  Trieste.  They 
say  also,  as  evidence  of  the  strength  of  this  loan,  compared  with 
others  cotemporaneously  put  upon  the  market,  namely,  one  for  Den- 
mark, offered  at  90,  that  at  first  it  attained  a  premium  of  2  per  cent 
and  then  fell  to  one-half  discount  or  below  par,  and  one  for  the 
Italian  States,  offered  at  71,  was  not  all  taken  and  fell  immediately 
one-half  per  cent  discount,  though  both  these  loans  were  brought 
forward  by  the  Rothschilds. 

I  think  I  may  congratulate  you,  therefore,  on  the  triumphant 
success  of  our  infant  credit;  it  shows,  malgre  all  detraction  and 
calumny,  that  cotton  is  king  at  last. 

In  my  No.  29,  of  the  5th  of  February,  I  informed  you  of  the 
advice  I  had  given  to  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  here,  who  were 
in  possession  of  cotton  certificates  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  meet  the  engagements  of  these  respective  branches  of  the  service, 
not  to  put  them  on  the  market  lest  it  should  disturb  or  prejudice  the 
contemplated  loan,  and  they  were  withheld  accordingly.  We  hoped 
then  that  the  funds  necessary  for  immediate  use  could  be  obtained 
by  the  Confederate  money  bonds  in  charge  of  Mr.  Spence.  It  was 
found,  however,  that  they  could  not  be  used  at  better  rates  than  50 
cents  in  the  dollar,  and  they,  too,  were  withheld.  It  resulted  that 
some  inconvenience,  although  no  actual  prejudice,  arose  from  the 
want  of  money,  but  it  was  obviated  to  a  great  extent  by  the  assurance 
given  me  by  Erlanger,  after  it  was  known  that  the  contract  of  loan 
had  been  concluded,  that  he  would  advance  in  anticipation  of  its 
fruits  the  sums  wanted  for  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment agents,  and  this  has  been  done  accordingly.  I  told  him;  and 
I  rely  upon  having  the  matter  properly  adjusted  when  Mr.  McRae 
arrives,  who,  we  understand,  is  the  agent  for  the  loan.  Without 
this  relief  the  public  service  here  must  have  suffered,  but  the  political 
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effects  to  result  from  the  full  success  of  the  loan  were  of  so  great 
importance  to  us  that  I  felt  it  a  duty  thus  to  keep  the  cotton  cer- 
tificates off  the  market. 

1  enclose  herewith  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Friday 
last,  the  27th  instant,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Forster  for  information 
regarding  the  Alabama,  and  whether  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  called  to  the  alleged  construction  of  other  warships 
in  England  for  the  Confederate  Government.  This  gentleman  (Mr. 
Forster)  is  one  of  the  most  earnest  friends  of  the  United  States 
Government.  You  will  see  that  he  took  little  by  his  motion.  The 
reply  of  the  solicitor-general,  besides  a  clear  and  able  exposition  of 
the  law  of  the  question,  was  a  scathing  rebuke  to  the  pretensions  of 
the  United  States ;  but  the  logic  of  Mr.  Laird's  facts  were  conclusive 
against  them.  Lord  Palmerston's  reference  to  the  practice  of  politi- 
cal parties  in  the  United  States  in  raising  "a  cry  against  England 
to  create  political  capital "  at  home;  his  reference  to  the  purchase  of 
arms  in  England  by  the  United  States  and  their  efforts  to  enlist 
soldiers  in  Ireland  told  capitally  and  with  none  the  less  force  when 
he  spoke  of  "  those  gentlemen  who  have  made  themselves  in  this 
house  the  mouthpiece  of  the  North,''  ending,  as  he  did,  with  the 
declaration  that  the  United  States  "  must  not  imagine  that  any  cry 
which  may  be  raised  will  induce  us  to  come  down  to  this  house  with 
a  proposal  to  alter  the  law."  It  was  felt  on  all  hands  that  the  debate 
was  a  most  damaging  one  to  the  arrogance  of  the  Yankee  pretensions 
as  well  as  their  advocates. 

The  revolution  in  Poland,  it  is  not  considered,  will  be  much  put 
back  by  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Langiewicz.  The  committee  of 
public  safety  at  Warsaw  have  resumed  all  the  power  given  to  him 
as  dictator.  It  is  generally  believed  that  the  Poles  must  be  ulti- 
mately crushed  unless  France  is  driven  to  interfere,  but  th.it  they 
will  not  be  subdued  until  after  a  long  and  bloody  struggle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No    18  1  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  JO,  1803. 

Sir:  Since  my  No.  17,  I  have  received  your  Nos.  24  to  29,  both 
inclusive,  and  hasten  to  acknowledge  them. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  no  answer  will  be  made  to  the  protest 
sent  to  Earl  Russell,  and  I  do  not  know  that  we  could  do  anything 
further  at  present  in  vindication  of  the  rights  of  our  country,  so 
openiv  disregarded  by  the  British  cabinet. 

I  will  make  the  numbers  of  my  files  accord  with  the  suggestions  of 
your  No.  25,  and  this  will  place  the  records  of  the  department  in 
harmonv  with  those  of  your  legation. 

Your' No.  29  has  been  copied  for  the  use.  of  the  1  reasury.  and  i 
will  request  Mr.  Memminger  to  answer  it,  as 'I  am  not  in  possession 
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of  the  information  which  would  justify  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 
P.  S. — Your  letter  and  package  for  Mrs.  Mason  are  received  and 
will  be  at  once  handed  to  General  Cooper. 

I  find  on  reviewing  your  dispatches  that  No.  28  is  missing.    Those 
received  are  Nos.  24,  25,  26,  27,  and  29. 

J.  P.  B. 


No.  33.]  Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  March  30, 1863. 

Sir:  Intelligence  has  just  been  received  here  of  the  capture  of  the 
Peterhoff  on  a  voyage  direct  from  London  to  Matamoras.  It  was 
brought  up  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  you  will  see,  by  Mr.  Seymour 
Fitzgerald  on  Friday  night,  and  bore  its  part  in  American  affairs 
with  the  debate  on  .the  Alabama.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  examined  the 
case  carefully,  and  gave  its  full  history,  with  all  the  incidents  of  her 
capture  by  order  of  Commodore  Wilkes.  This  vessel  was  down  on 
a  list  furnished  by  Mr.  Morse,  U.  S.  consul  at  London,  to  Mr.  Adams, 
in  a  letter  of  the  24th  of  December  last,  as  "  laden  with  supplies  for 
the  insurgents  now  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,"  and  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  list  was  sent  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  orders  might 
be  given  for  her  capture;  and  thus,  it  is  hoped,  that  Wilkes  acted, 
in  this  case  at  least,  under  specific  orders.  You  will  find  the  letter 
at  page  34  of  the  correspondence  respecting  the  Alabama  (printed 
document  No.  3  herewith),  which  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Adams 
to  Earl  Kussell,  with  his  letter  of  December  30  (p.  29  of  the  same 
printed  document),  where  he  speaks  of  it  as  sufficient  to  place  beyond 
contradiction  the  fact  of  the  extensive  and  systematic  prosecution 
by  British  subjects  of  the  policy,  toward  the  United  States,  which  is 
uniformly  characterized  by  writers  on  international  law  as  that  of 
an  enemy. 

In  the  reply  of  Mr.  Layard,  undersecretary,  he  merely  said  the 
case  of  the  Peterhoff  had  been  referred  to  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown :  but  the  capture  of  this  vessel  has  caused  a  great  disturbance 
in  the  public  mind,  it  being  clear  that  she  was  in  no  sense  whatever, 
even  of  suspicion,  a  subject  of  capture ;  she  had  nothing  contraband 
on  board  and  was  proceeding,  bona  fide,  from  England  to  a  neutral 
port.  It  is  believed  that  Lord  Russell  will  demand  her  immediate 
release,  with  amends  and  without  reference  to  a  prize  court.  If  this 
is  not  done,  the  public  expectation  will  be  gravely  disappointed  and 
more  of  it  will  be  heard  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Colonel  Lamar  arrived  here  a  few  days  since.  Mr.  Fearn,  the 
secretary  of  this  legation,  has  not  yet  appeared. 

The  Peterhoff  is  one  of  the  vessels  referred  to  in  my  No.  28  as 
one  of  those  recommended  to  the  cognizance  and  protection  of  Ad- 
miral Jurien,  and  I  understand  that  a  large  portion  of  her  cargo  was 
on  French  account.    All  this  will  help  to  complicate. 
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I  send  also  in  the  dispatch  box  a  series  of  excerpts  taken  from  the 
London  journals  of  the  day,  which  were  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Erlanger, 
with  a  request  that  I  would  transmit  them  to  you  as  probably  inter- 
esting to  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  my  No.  3  of  January  16  I  have  received  your  Nos. 
16,  17,  and  18,  with  the  files  of  the  Index  to  the  date  of  No.  18. 

The  Department  receives  with  satisfaction  and  reads  With  interest 
your  careful  and  discriminating  review  of  the  state  of  public  senti- 
ment and  the  movements  of  political  parties  in  England,  and  it  is  due 
to  you  to  state  that  the  President  is  as  favorably  impressed  as  I  am 
with  the  manner  in  which  you  discharge  your  duties. 

My  chief  purpose  in  writing  these  few  lines  is  to  enclose  you  two 
extracts  for  publication.  One  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  our 
prisoners  by  the  enemy  speaks  for  itself  and  is  signed  by  a  colonel 
of  artillery  who  commanded  the  brigade  of  Texans  taken  prisoners 
at  Arkansas  Post. 

The  other  is  extracted  from  the  Memphis  Appeal  of  the  20th 
instant  and  is  a  graphic  account  of  the  enemy's  repulse  at  Port 
Hudson. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  the  Memphis  Appeal,  since  the 
capture  of  Memphis,  is  published  at  Jackson,  Miss.  I  state  this  lest 
you  should  suppose  it  to  be  Federal  instead  of  a  Confederate 
journal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Henry  Hotze,  Esq. 


No.  19.]  Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  March  31,  1863. 

Sir:  The  President  has  received  from  Mr.  George  McHenry  cer- 
tain proposals  for  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  mail  steamers  be- 
tween the  Confederacy  and  Great  Britain  to  be  established  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  These  proposals  were  accompanied  by  a  letter  from 
yourself  rendering  tribute  to  that  gentlemen's  zealous  and  efficient 
advocacy  of  our  cause. 

The  President  has  examined  these  propositions,  after  having  sub- 
mitted them  for  a  report  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  I  am  in- 
structed to  apprise  you,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  McHenry,  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  hold  out  to  him  at  present  any  prospect  of  the 
acceptance  of  his  proposal. 

To  other  propositions  on  the  same  subject  we  have  been  compelled 
to  answer,  as  you  are  aware,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederacy 
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seems  to  offer  a  very  formidable  barrier  to  such  contracts,  inasmuch 
as  it  requires  the  postal  service  to  be  self-sustaining.  In  addition  to 
this  serious  difficulty,  the  Government  can  not  but  think  that  when- 
ever the  return  of  peace  shall  permit  it  to  turn  its  attention  to  the 
subject  of  steam  service,  the  probability  is  very  great  that  the  pro- 
posals then  submitted  to  it  will  be  much  more  favorable  than  any 
that  are  now  offered  by  parties  who  naturally  take  into  consideration 
the  contingencies  of  tbe  war,  and  are  therefore  prone  to  impose  con- 
ditions more  onerous  than  they  would  exact  in  a  time  of  peace  and 
uninterrupted  commerce.  The  present  conjuncture  is  therefore  not 
deemed  suitable  for  entering  into  negotiations  on  the  subject,  and  it 
is  due  to  Mr.  McHenry  that  no  false  hopes  should  be  held  out  to 
him  that  his  proposals  will  prove  acceptable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 


Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

London. 


Secretary  of  State. 


10  Rtjmford  Place, 

Liverpool,  April  2,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  It  will  be  necessary  for  me  shortly  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  arming  of  a  gunboat  built  here  and  presented  to  the 
Confederate  States  by  the  house  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 
of  Charleston  and  Liverpool.  The  gentlemen  here  will  give  me  every 
facility  in  their  power,  placing  a  steamer  at  my  disposal  to  carry  to 
a  convenient  point  such  j>ortions  of  the  equipment  of  the  gunboat  as 
may  be  deemed  contraband,  and  which  can  not  be  received  on  board 
of  her  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Kingdom.  I  do  not  anticipate 
any  material  delay  from  the  intervention  of  the  English  authorities, 
although  I  anticipate  an  investigation  and  search  of  the  vessel.  To 
prepare  for  and  in  anticipation  of  this  I  will  be  careful  to  keep  a 
wide  margin  between  her  and  the  law,  and  to  avoid  the  fitting  upon 
her  of  any  equipments  conflicting  with  her  Majesty's  foreign  enlist- 
ment act. 

As  it  will  be  advantageous  to  arm  my  vessel  just  as  soon  as  I  can 
after  leaving  this  place,  I  have  been  carefully  investigating  places 
suitable  to  the  purpose.  The  point  which  presents  to  me  the  greatest 
physical  advantages  and  promises  somewhat  of  isolation  is  upon  the 
coast  of  France,  near  Belle-He,  either  in  the  Rade  du  Palais  or  Baie 
de  Quiberon.  I  propose  to  send  the  gunboat  to  Belle-lie,  where  she 
will  be  met  by  a  steamer  freighted  with  the  guns,  ammunition,  etc., 
for  the  gunboat,  and  with  the  larger  portion  of  the  crew.  After  the 
gunboat  is  armed,  and  has  received  her  stores,  both  vessels  will  pro- 
ceed beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  France,  the  vessel  will  be  put  into 
commission,  the  crew  enlisted  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  taken  by 
each  man  as  he  signs  the  articles.  The  steamers  will  then  part  com- 
pany, the  freighted  vessel  proceeding  to  Nassau. 

As  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  confer  with  you,  did  I  deem  it  necessary  to  use  any  por- 
tion of  the  French  coast,  I  have  placed  briefly  my  plans  before  you 
in  this  letter.    I  should  have  done  so  in  person,  had  it  been  possible 
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for  me  to  leave  here  at  this  time.  It  would  be  highly  important  to 
ascertain  if  a  vessel  under  English  colors  would  be  permitted  to  take 
on  board  from  another  vessel  also  under  English  colors,  an  arma- 
ment and  munitions  of  war  at  the  points  I  have  selected,  and  what 
further  steps  in  your  opinion  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  such  an 
interference. 

Anxiously  awaiting  your  reply,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Hamilton',  ('.  JS'.  Navy. 
Hon.  John  Slidell, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States 

near  the  Government  of  France. 


Monterey,  April  9, 18G3. 

Sir:  Narciso  Monturiol,  a  scientific  Catalonian,  has  invented  a 
vessel  for  submarine  navigation.  She  is  called  "Ictineo"  (fish-like 
vessel). 

As  a  man-of-war  she  can  prevent  not  only  the  bombardment  of  the 
ports,  but  also  the  landing  of  the  enemy.  If  the  services  of  Mr. 
Monturiol  are  secured  and  the  necessary  number  of  vessels  built,  ivi 
Federal  squadron  would  dare  to  approach  our  coasts,  since  an  unsee:  i 
enemy  can  leave  our  harbors  and  destroy  their  ships.  The  "  Ictineos  " 
have  guns  which  fire  under  water  and  also  rams  and  torpedoc?. 
The}'  can  navigate  in  a  depth  of  about  twenty-five  fathoms. 

The  want  of  atmosphere  to  support  animal  life  in  the  depth  of  the 
seas,  which  has  been  the  great  drawback  to  submarine  navigation, 
has  been  obviated.  The  inventor  creates  an  artificial  atmosphere  and 
shutting  himself  .up,  like  a  larva,  carries  with  him  the  elements  of 
existence. 

Several  of  the  Spaniards  here  are  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Mon- 
turiol and  are  satisfied  that  he  is  not  an  idle  talker.  He  has  lately 
made  experiments  at  Barcelona  which  prove  his  success. 

Mr.  Monturiol  resides  in  Barcelona,  Spain,  Santo  Domingo  del 
Call  Street  (No.  1,  room  2). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    A.    QuiNTElIO. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Richmond. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  an  able  letter  from  Mr.  Monturiol  recently  pub- 
lished by  the  Prensa  de  la  Habana. 

J.  A.  Q. 


No.  33.]  Commission  of  the  Confederate  States, 

No.  24,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square, 

London,  April  9:  186". 
Sir:  In  my  No.  32,  of  30th  March  ultimo,  I  gave  the  history  of 
the  Confederate  loan  up  to  that  date,  when  it  stood  with  apparent 
firmness  at  from  If  to  2  per  cent  premium,  and  with  every  prospect, 
as  I  was  assured  by  the  bankers,  that  it  was  then  sufficiently  strong 
in  the  market  not  to  fall  below  par. 
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Subsequently,  however,  and  within  a  few  days  afterwards,  it  fluc- 
tuated from  day  to  day  with  a  depressing  tendency  until  in  a  single 
day  it  fell  from  2  to  2£  per  cent,  closing  on  that  day  at  4  to  4£  dis- 
count. The  Easter  holidays  then  intervened,  when  the  exchange  was 
closed  for  one  or  two  days.  At  this  time  the  Erlangers,  with  their 
advisers  in  London,  came  to  me  and  represented  that  it  was  very 
manifest  that  agents  of  the  Federal  Government  here  and  those  con- 
nected with  them  by  sympathy  and  interest  were  making  concerted 
movements  covertly  to  discredit  the  loan  by  large  purchases  at  low 
rates,  and,  succeeding  to  some  extent,  had  thus  invited  the  formation 
of  a  "  bear ?'  party,  whose  operations,  if  unchecked  by  an  exhibition 
of  confidence  strongly  displayed,  might  and  probably  would  bring 
down  the  stock  before  settlement  day  (24th  April)  to  such  low  rates 
as  would  alarm  holders  and  might  in  the  end  lead  a  large  portion 
[of]  them  to  abandon  their  subscriptions  by  a  forfeiture  of  the  in- 
stallments (15  per  cent)  so  far  paid. 

They  said  that  they,  with  their  friends,  with  a  view  to  sustain  the 
market,  had  purchased  as  far  as  they  could  go,  but  unless  a  strong 
and  determined  power  was  interposed  they  could  not  be  responsible 
for  the  jjanic  that  might  arise,  and  they  advised  that  I  should  give 
them  authority  to  purchase  on  Government  account,  if  necessary,  to 
the  extent  of  one  million  sterling,  at  such  times  as  might  appear  ju- 
dicious and  until  par  was  obtained.  I  represented  the  condition  of 
things  to  Mr.  Slidell  and  asked  his  counsels  in  the  matter.  He  agreed 
with  me  that,  if  necessary  to  prevent  such  serious  consequences  as 
might  ensue  to  the  Government  credit,  the  proposed  interposition 
should  be  made.  I  further  requested  Mr.  Spence  (who  was  kept  fully 
cognizant  of  the  condition  of  things)  to  confer  with  the  depositaries 
(Trenholm  &  Co.)  at  Liverpool  as  to  the  projected  measure  and  to 
come  up  to  London.  He  did  so,  and  under  these  joint  counsels,  in- 
cluding Erlanger  &  Co.,  it  was  determined  that  if  the  market  opened 
after  the  Easter  recess  under  the  same  depression,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  buy  through  Erlanger  &  Co.,  but  of  course  without  dis- 
closing the  real  party  in  the  market,  in  the  manner  indicated.  I  en- 
close herewith  a  copy  of  the  article  of  agreement  entered  into  with 
Erlanger  &  Co.  to  effect  this  end,  dated  on  the  7th  instant.  The  next 
day  (the  8th)  was  the  first  business  day  after  the  holidays.  The 
loan  opened  under  great  depression  and  with  declining  tendencies. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  purchases  were  made  for  our  account  at 
from  4  to  3  and  2i  discount,  to  the  amount  of  £100,000.  This  had 
the  effect  of  bringing  the  rates  at  the  close  of  the  day  to  the  point 
last  named  (2-i  discount).  The  following  day  (yesterday),  to  use 
the  language  of  the  stock  exchange,  the  "  bears  "  again  made  a  rush, 
but  were  met  by  so  decided  a  front  that  at  the  close  of  the  day  the 
stock  stood  at  a  half  per  cent  premium,  and  it  was  said  by  our 
bankers  (who  report  to  me  every  morning)  that  there  were  strong 
manifestations  of  the  bears  creeping  in  at  the  close  of  the  day  to 
cover  themselves  as  well  as  they  could  at  rates  ranging  from  one- 
eighth  to  one-half  premium.  Yesterday  the  amount  purchased  under 
the  arrangement  is  reported  at  about  £300,000,  and  our  bankers  be- 
lieve that  our  work  is  substantially  done  and  that  the  stock  will  now 
gradually  rise  to  a  healthy  condition  and  a  premium.  Of  course,  no 
purchase  will  be  made  above  par.    The  operations  of  yesterday  were 
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chiefly  at  par.  All  this  thing  is,  of  course,  done  in  confidence  and 
silence.  Should  the  market  admit,  or  when  it  admits,  sales  will  be 
made,  never  under  par,  until  what  the  Government  may  have  bouo-ht 
shall  be  again  placed.  At  worst,  should  it  be  found  necessary  to  pur- 
chase to  the  extent  proposed,  of  one  million,  the  effect  will  only  be 
to  reduce  the  loan  by  that  amount. 

It  is  believed  that  after  the  adjustments  ensuing  at  settlement  day, 
and  the  payment  of  the  next  instalment  of  10  per  cent  on  the  1st 
of  May,  matters  will  become  sufficiently  permanent  not  only  to  dis- 
pense with  further  purchases,  but  to  enable  us  gradually  to  sell  out. 

I  hope  you  will  see  the  necessity  which  called  on  me  to  exercise  this 
responsibility,  and  that  what  I  have  done  will  have  the  approval  of 
the  Government.  I  confess  I  was,  at  first  impression,  exceedingly 
averse  to  it,  and  so  expressed  myself  to  Mr.  Slidell,  but  each  day  since 
I  am  better  satisfied  with  what  has  been  clone. 

April  10. — The  market  closed  yesterday  firm  at  from  \  to  1  per 
cent  premium,  an  imppovement  on  the  day  before.  I  understand 
there  were  large  dealings  but  only  £30,000  purchased  for  Government 
account,  that  for  the  most  part  at  par. 

April  11  (Saturday). — The  market  closed  to-day,  still  upward; 
the  rates  at  close  If  to  2\  premium. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure.] 

Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  this  7th  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1863,  between  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  special  com- 
missioner of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
to  England,  acting  with  the  advice  of  the  financial  agent  of  the 
Confederate  Government  in  England,  of  the  first  part,  Messrs.  Emile 
Erlanger  &  Co.,  bankers,  Paris,  of  the  second  part. 

Whereas  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  have  contracted  with  the 
said  Government  to  issue  in  Europe  a  loan  of  3,000,000  pounds 
sterling,  nominal  amount,  and 

Whereas  the  said  loan  was  fully  subscribed  for  and  issued  to  the 
public,  and  a  deposit  of  15  per  cent  has  been  paid  upon  it  by  the 
allotters,  and 

Whereas  it  is  believed  that  various  parties  have  set  themselves  to 
depress  the  loan  in  the  market  by  circulating  rumors,  by  selling 
large  amounts  for  future  delivery  and  by  other  machinations  in 
order  to  alarm  the  holders  and  if  possible  to  drive  them  to  abandon 
the  loan,  and 

Whereas  these  measures  have  been  successful  in  depreciating  the 
price  to  a  discount  and  thus  tending  to  injure  the  estimation  of  the 
loan  in  public  opinion,  and,  if  unresisted,  may  have  a  disastrous  effect 
on  the  interest  of  the  Government  and  the  bondholders : 

Therefore,  in  order  to  meet  these  attempts,  and  for  the  protection 
of  the  stockholders  and  that  of  the  interest  of  the  said  Government, 
it  is  hereby  agreed : 

That  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  shall  and  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  buy  for  account  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  the  market 
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up  to  the  amount  of  1,000.000  pounds  sterling,  nominal  capital  or 
any  smaller  amount  as  may  appear  sufficient  to  restore  the  value  of 
the  said  bonds  to  the  position  they  ought  to  hold,  as  well  in  reference 
to  the  credit  of  the  Government  as  in  view  of  the  interest  of  the  bond- 
holders. 

Due  notice  of  the  amount  so  acquired  shall  be  from  time  to  time 
notified  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason  and  to  the  financial  agent  of  the 
Confederate  Government,  but  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  Messrs. 
Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  to  resell  to  the  public  the  amount  of  stock,  or 
any  part  of  the  amount  so  acquired,  at  a  price  not  lower  than  the 
price  of  issue,  say  90  per  cent,  subject,  however,  to  the  control  of  the 
said  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason;  and  any  profits  on  these  transactions  shall 
enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  Confederate  Government.  Should  circum- 
stances, however,  require  that  the  bonds  be  resold  at  a  price  below 
price  of  issue,  such  resale  shall  be  effected  only  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Hon.  J .  M.  Mason. 

The  operations  herein  referred  to  will  be  conducted  by  Messrs. 
Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.  free  of  all  commission  and  charges  (except 
the  actual  brokerage  paid)  to  the  Government. 

London,  April  7,  1863. 

J.  M.  Mason, 

Special  Commissioner,  etc. 
Emile  Erlangek  &  Co. 

Witnesses  to  the  signatures :  H.  Hambereu. 

J.  W.  SciIRODEIt. 


No.  31.]  Paris,  April  11, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  had  this  honor  on  the  30th  March ;  you  will  find  duplicate 
herewith. 

1  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Ex-Governor  [C.  S.]  More- 
head,  of  Kentucky,  which  1  think  you  will  find  interesting.  I  re- 
ceived it  the  day  after  my  dispatch  No.  29 ;  you  will  observe  a  singu- 
lar coincidence  between  the  opinion  I  then  expressed  and  the  re- 
marks of  Cardinal  Antonelli  to  Governor  Morehead. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  aspect  of  our  affairs  here  nor  do  I  expect 
any  until  the  Polish  question  shall  have  been  adjusted. 

Mr.  myqrr  zn  csiwcdqb  |  Arman,  of  Bordeaux]  of  whom  I  spoke 
in  my  No.  23  saw  pxhxysi  [Emperor]  on  the  28th  ultimo  on  the 
subject  of  ezeuli  kue  trywhere  [arming  war  steamers]  which  might 
be  mcjpk  ybu  gw  pxhpysi  [built  for  us.  Emperor]  assured  him 
that  there  should  be  no  difficulty  on  the  subject  and  authorized  him 
to  say  so  to  me.  Mr.  A.  suggested  that  1  would  probably  not  be 
satisfied  with  any  assurance  which  I  did  not  receive  directly  from 
rttvvzz  [Emperor]  and  asked  if  he  would  not  hvrgr  pa  ey  lmwpiegm 
[grant  me  an  audience]  for  that  purpose.  He  replied  that  he  thought 
a  message  from  him  should  satisfy  me.  but  that  as  he  had  already 
received  me,  there  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not  again  do  so,  but 
that  he  required  time  for  reflection  and  would  let  me  know.  As  I 
have  not  since  heard  from  him.  I  conclude  that  he  is  not  prepared 
la  qgs  gr  tk  nnlwvve  [to  see  me  at  present]. — .  In  the  meanwhile 
kbtktgu  xywwgvr  [Captain  Bulloch]  is  in  treaty  with  the  flmbvqpu 
[builders]  and  a  provisional  contract  will  be  made,  not  to  be  bind- 
ing until  I  shall  have  received  the  required  assurance,  Mr.  A.  will 
renew  vcf  kvoqlwk  jzz  br  rnblaynp  [his  request  for  an  audience]. 
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A  strong  combination  was  made  in  London  to  depress  the  scrip 
of  Erlanger's  loan  which,  if  not  timely  resisted,  might  have  resulted 
in  a  panic  which  would  have  jeoparded  the  success  of  the  operation. 
Mr.  Mason  will  have  informed  you  of  the  measures  taken  by  him 
for  the  purpose  with  the  advice  of  the  financial  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  which  have  produced  the  desired  effect.  The  scrip  is  now 
regularly  quoted  in  the  prices  current  of  stocks  daily  published, 
and  considerable  sales  were  made  yesterday  at  2  to  2i  per  cent 
premium,  but  the  price  will  necessardy  fluctuate  with  the"  favorable 
or  unfavorable  character  of  the  advices  we  may  receive  from 
America. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Slidell. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — To  read  cipher  begin  the  key  after  ink  line. 

[  Enclosure.] 
EXTRACT    FROM    THE    LETTER    01    GOVERNOR    M0HEHEAI). 

Eome,  March  17, 1863. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  thought  that  it  might  not  be  altogether  un- 
interesting to  you  to  know  what  I  have  been  doing  since  I  have 
been  in  this  old  city,  and  I  venture  to  trouble  you  with  a  brief  state- 
ment. I  have  made  it  my  business  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of 
leading  and  talking  ecclesiastics,  and  remembering  your  suggestion 
as  to  the  Puritan  element  of  the  North,  I  have  presented  it  and 
urged  it,  in  all  its  phases,  not  without  decided  and  marked  effect. 
I  have  received  very  efficient  and  powerful  aid  from  Mr.  McCloskey, 
a  priest  in  the  American  college,  from  Maryland,  who  is  thoroughly 
Southern.  It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
the  correspondent  of  Bishop  Hughes  and  Seward,  and  the  effect 
upon  him  of  the  detail  of  facts  within  my  personal  knowledge,  has 
been  all  that  I  could  wish.  From  being  decidedly,  openly,  and 
avowedly  for  the  North  he  has  become  not  less  so  for  the  South ;  he 
introduced  me  to  Cardinal  Antonelli,  who  received  me  not  merely 
with  politeness  but  with  great  cordiality  and  said  that  he  was  most 
happy  to  see  one  who  had  escaped  from  that  bitter  and  cruel  strife 
which  was  desolating  America.  I  replied  that  he  could  have  but  a 
faint  conception  of  the  cruelty  and  barbarism  which  had  character- 
ized the  conduct  of  the  North,  as  almost  everything  came  through 
Northern  channels.  He  said  that  he  understood  that  very  well,  but 
what  struck  him  most  strangely  was  that  sensible  men  could  sup- 
pose that  such  conduct  could  restore  the  Union.  He  added  the  war 
in  its  mildest  form  was  disunion,  it.is  sealed  forever  by  its  attendant 
bitterness.  Pausing  a  few  seconds,  he  said,  "  I  rejoiced  in  the  pros- 
perity and  greatness  of  the  United  States,  and  it  was  a  day  of 
sadness  to  me  when  I  had  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Union 
was  finally  dissolved,  but,"  he  continued,  "  your  success  has  been 
most  wonderful,  and  you  have  a  right  to  be  proud  that  you  belong 
to  such  a  people."  I  thanked  him  for  his  estimate  of  us,  and  said 
that  I  hoped  he  could  understand  the  absolute  impossibility  of  our 
ever  uniting  again  with  a  people  who  were  controlled  by  that  Puritan 
element,  which  doubtless  he  had  studied  in  many  if  not  all  its  phases. 
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Here  Dr.  Smith,  who  had  introduced  me,  an  Irish  priest  of  the 
Propaganda  College,  interposed,  addressing  me  by  saying,  "  You  said 
something  to  me  about  desiring  the  influence  of  the  Papal  Court  in 
bringing  about  peace."  I  replied,  "Doctor,  you  know  that  I  have 
no  official  position.  I  have  never  had  any  communication  whatever 
with  the  Confederate  Government,  and  whatever  I  have  said  to  you 
has  been  upon  my  own  responsibility  alone ;  but,  speaking  as  an  indi- 
vidual citizen  of  the  new  Republic,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
my  belief  that  great  good  to  the  cause  of  civilization  and  Christianity 
would  result  from  a  prudent  exercise  of  the  influence  of  this  court 
upon  its  friends  in  the  North."  The  cardinal  answered  promptly 
that  he  had  already  come  to  the  same  conclusion — that  the  Papal 
Court  was  known  to  be  very  weak,  and  its  action  would  therefore 
be  considered  disinterested;  that  he  had  therefore  written  letters  to 
the  Catholic  clergy  in  both  sections  urging  peace ;  that  he  thought 
it  best  that  this  should  not  be  made  public,  as  it  might  influence 
England  against  the  South.  I  said  that  I  hoped  he  had  presented 
distinctly  the  idea,  which  he  had  so  well  expressed,  that  the  war 
could  never  be  an  instrumentality  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union. 
He  replied  that  he  had  not  ventured  to  present  that  idea,  but  spoke 
only  in  general  terms  of  the  mission  of  the  church  as  one  of  peace, 
but  that  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  answers  to  his  letters,  and 
if  they  were  as  favorable  as  he  hoped  he  would  then  enlarge  upon 
that  idea.  He  said,  "  You  have  nothing  to  hope  for  from  England ; 
she  would  interfere  if  necessary  to  consummate  disunion,  but  now 
that  she  sees  it  un  fait  accompli,  she  folds  her  arms  in  dignified 
neutrality." 

[Chas.  S.  Morehead.] 

[Hon.  John  Slidell.] 

No.  20.]  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond,  April  14, 1863. 

Sir:  I  am  without  further  intelligence  from  you  since  my  No.  19 
of  31st  ultimo,  in  which  I  acknowledged  receipt  of  your  No.  29,  of 
oth  February  last. 

I  write  now  to  inform  you  that  by  letter  received  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Hope,  under  date  of  30th  ultimo,  that  gentleman  gives  me  the  news 
that  he  was  charged  by  you  with  dispatches  for  me  and  was  unfor- 
tunately compelled  to  destroy  them,  when  the  Georgiana  was 
wrecked,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I 
hope,  however,  soon  to  receive  duplicates. 

Your  correspondence  with  Earl  Russell  as  published  in  the  North- 
ern papers  has  reached  us,  but  .in  a  truncated  shape,  and  we  are 
quite  impatient  for  your  own  account  of  your  last  communications 
with  his  lordship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  P.  Benjamin, 
Hon   James  M.  Mason,  Secretary  of  State. 

Commissioner,  etc.,  London. 

P.  S.— I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Hotze  the  Blue  Books  con- 
taining all  your  correspondence  as  published  by  the  English  Gov- 
ernment. 
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